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Hoceawaemcs Monuxe u @pedy Puuapoc, moum pooumensim u
OpY3bAM.

Bropass xHura HammcaHa, W 3TO O3HayaeT, YTO MHE MPEACTOUT CKazaThb elle OoJiblie
«crmacu6oy»! [Tun KnumenTtoy npogomxaeT OyauTh 1O yTpaM MEHSI 1 MOUX IOMOYA/IIIEB, 3a 4TO 5 i
oueHb OmaromapHa. Mot apyr Ilon MuxsH paszpaboTtan iyt MEHsI BEJIMKOJCTHBIA calT. bynere B
Cetu — HenpemenHo 3aryisiHuTe. Criacu6o Cone Kanau 3a To, 4TO YMTa€T MOM YEPHOBUKH, PABHO
Kak ¥ DOHH MDbBI0KC, TOMOIIL KOTOPOH sI OYEHB MeHI0. Sl He CMOTY MEPEUUCIUTh 3/1eCh BCEX, KTO
nojJiepkKail MEHSI — MX CIHUIIKOM MHOTO, HO Sl Ha/IClOCh, YTO OHHU 3HAIOT, HACKOJIbKO 5 LIEHIO UX
Heyracaromuil sHTy3ua3M. Oco0o xoTenock Obl MOOIAroapuTh MOMX JOporux OpartheB I'paxema
Puuapaca u Kuma bnukepa, a taxke JIluan [Iunemry, koTopas, KaKeTcs, HICKPEHHE BEPUT, UTO S
BJIQJICIO MAarvel 1 3HAK0 PEIENT BOJIIICOHON MBIIBIIb!

C moum penakropoM Hukons O'lllea He mpocto mpUATHO paboTaTh. JTa JKEHIIMHA OYEHb
TaJaHTIMBAa M IPEKpacHO 3HaeT cBoe neno. MHe Ha camoM Jene ¢ Hed moBesno. Cnacubo 3a
MOJUIEPXKKY BceM coTpyanukaM m3aarenbcerBa Harper Collins, u npexae Bcero Jlunae @ynnent u
Crepanu Cmut. Benomunas, xak Poboun Xo66 u Capa [lyrnmac oOpaTtuiud BHMMaHUE Ha 3Ty
TPWIOTHIO, Sl JI0 CHX IOp HCHBITBIBAIO YTO-TO BpoJie OJIaroroBeHOro Tpemera ¥ OT AYIIH
OnaroapHa UM 3a UX 0J00peHNe U BEIIUKOIYIIHYIO KPUTHUKY.

Hakoneny s xotena Obl cKka3aTh «cmacu0o» BEJNMKOJIEHOM, XOTS HOPOM M HECKOJIBKO
JKCLIEHTPUYHOM TPOHIIE, KOTOpasi COMPOBOXKAAECT MEHS IO KU3HU. S B OUYEPENHOM pa3 BbIpaXKaro
M000Bb U OnaroiapHocTh Yty u JIKeKy, KOTopble IOCTOSIHHO BO3BpalaloT MeHs u3 TammHopa
B PEAlIbHOCTh CEMEHHOM JKM3HH. .. ¥ 0COGEHHO — KaK Bcerna — Meny.

Mponor

Temesnyc ncxoaun 6e33BydHbIM KpUKOM. JKUITbl, BRICTYIIMBIIHME y HErO Ha IIee, CIeNalu ee
MOX0XKe Ha cTBOJ cTaporo jaepena. Ceiiuac OH MpUHHMAaN Ha ceOs BCIO ApocTh aTaku. Durruc,
KOTOPBIM TaK CTOMKO Jepajicsd BCE 3TU JOJIHUE roJ/bl, HAKOHEL Hadall TePsITh CUJIbL. TpElInuHbl B
OpoHe, KOTOPYIO OH CO3/1aJT BOKPYT €051 YCHIIHEM BOJIH, OBICTPO PACIIUPSIIUCH.

W3navanbHo [lananguHoB ObUIO AecATh; Oi1aroiapsi CUiie MbICIU U UCKYCCTBY BOJIIIEOCTBA OHU
nepxanuch coTHH JeT. Ho BpeMs 1uio, MoIlb IJIEHHUKA, KOTOPOTO OHU CTEpEriiy, He hccsaKala, a
OHM ciiabenu. Y3HUK He ycnokauBaics. MHorna oH 60pojicsi co BCeMU OJHOBPEMEHHO, HO Hallle
CTapajicsi CIOMUTh CBOUX CTpa)Kel MOOJUHOYKE.

[TepebiM mant Kut Kaiipyc, oTHbIHE M HaBekH u3BeCTHBIN Kak [lepBsiil. Bropevm ctan Kyt u3
Popkbensi, a Bckope 3a HuM mnocienoBan u Tpertuil, BepHee, Tperbss — BoueOHas BoOJYHIIA
Conuana. YerBepras, scuanka JIKyHO, JAepkajach IOCJI€ 3TOTO OYEHb JOJIr0, HO U OHa He
BbIcTOsIa. Mopyk Anonro crain [lateim, Llecteivm — kimyk CakceHn. CebMbIM C/1aJICsl MEHECTPEIb
Cannementpo, Bocbmoii — otmensHuiia Apadenia.

Temnepp ocTanuce TOJBKO rOpHbIA Kapiuk durruc u Temesnyc u3 memeHu BenukaHoB. Ho
durruc 3Haju, 4To ero JHU coureHbl. KakuM-To 06pa3oM 3TH IBOE BCE €€ HAXOJWJIU B ceOe CUJIbI
MIPOTUBOCTOSATh HAaTHCKY OecrolagHoro 6ora, mogo0HO yTecam IOJ yJapaMy IITOPMOBBIX BOJIH.
Opnnako BommeOHas cuia Opiiaka 3aTorisiia uX pa3yM, JioMajia COMPOTHBIIEHHUE. . .

Temesuyc B3peBen. Kaxercs, oH OblI TOTOB HE TOJIBKO OTPa3UTh aTaky, HO U HAaHECTH yJap.
Ho Opnaxk Tonbpko paccmesics.

—Kakasa croiikoctb, Temesuyc! — BockiukHyn OH.— [lpuzmercs 3aHATbCS TOOOM Kak



ClIeyeT... — OH noBepHyics K durrucy. — A tebe noka Jydilie OTI0XHYTb, MO MajleHbKUN IPYT.
[ToToMy uTO CKOpO MBI € TOOOI CHOBA OMEpsieMCsl CHIIOH, U 00rOCh, TeOe MPUAET KOHELl.

Hanak, Xpanutens [lanaguHoB, Mosua HaOII0qa)I, KaK OTABIXAIOT €r0 OTBAKHBIC BOMHBI, KaK
MEJUIEHHO CMSTYaloTCs YePThl UX U3MYUYEHHBIX JIUI, U €r0 cepJile HamoJHsIa ropeub. OH BUEd, K
4yeMmy UJeT 3Ta IpeBHss outBa. Teneps octanoch Henosro. durruc nager, Xors OyaeT 60poTbes 110
KoHUa. EnuHCTBEHHOE yTelieHne — 3To 3aBepeHust Mekxyna, kotopeiM Hanak Bce Oosbliie Bepui.
Crapuk He COMHEBAJICA, YTO UX OTBAXKHbBIE JIPY3bsl BO3POAATCA U CHOBA HauHyT 60pnrOy. VX nymun
nonaznat B Cepaue Jlecos, roBopusn Mepkyn, rie HauyMHAIOT HOBYIO KU3Hb CPEIH KHUBBIX U
roToBsATCs K HOBOM OuTBe. Temesuyc, Hangexaa u onopa [lamaanHoB, MajgeT MOCIEAHUM, UMEHHO
€My NPEJICTOUT TOCIEIAHUM IEPEeKUTh BCIO ropeub yHWKeHus, korga Opiak nobemut. [la, oH
nodenut... B atom Hanak He comueBasncs. Tonbko Obl THraHTy XBaTUIIO CHJI IPOAEPIKATHCA UYTh
MOJI0JIbIIE U IaTh UM BpeMsl IOATOTOBUTHCSA. A BPEMEHHU OTUAsSHHO HE XBaTaJo.

«epxxutech, Mo xpalOpbie Ipy3bsi, — MBICJICHHO TIenHya oH. — ['psinet Tpuenuncto. Ber —
(dakenbIIMKN, KOTOPbIE OCBELIAIOT €My IIyTh. Beiurpaiite Bpems, OHO HAM HEOOXOIUMO.

Ho otuasiHue ocraBimuxcs ObUIO CIIMILKOM TSDKENO, M OHU He oTBeTwiIn. Hanak nonuman. On
Toxke kaxzaan otnapixa. Ilycte Jluce ocBoGoauT ero, kak Obl BakHa HHM OblLIa MOpPYyYEHHas eMy
3ajaya.

Tumuny Hapymunn 6e3yMHbIN xoxoT Opunaka. Tenepb 60T cMOTpen Ha CTaporo XpaHUTENs.
B3arinsg aTux cTpaHHbIX, TPOH3UTENBHO-JIMIIOBBIX IJ1a3 CJIOBHO MpOHUKaAN B Ayiry B aymy Hanaka,
MBITAICh OKOJAOBaTh crapuka. Hanak moexwuncs u 3axmypuica. He cmorpers. He mo3BosinTh
cmotpeth Opnaky. U »xxnate HOBOM ataku. Hano Beputh Jluce. Jluce ykaker UM IyTh U IOMOXKET
0J10JIETh MSATEXHOIO Oora.

M3penka Hanaky cTtaHOBUIIOCH Kalb TieHHUKA. [IpuHIl 60roB, Bo3mt00aeHHBIM cbiH COHMA,
YKpaJ€HHBIN U3 CBOEro MHpa U BBIHYXJIECHHBIN KUTh KU3HbIO CMEpPTHOTO... Kak 310 neuansHo. U
TeM He MeHee, Hanak ero HenaBuzaen. W »xun oxunanuem yaca, korga Opiiaka IOCTUTHET Kapa 3a
crpaganue [lanagnHoB.

Jluce oGemana cnacenue. Ona — XpanutenbHulia. HaHak MOJUMHUTCS €€ peLIeHHIO.

OH nouyBCTBOBAJ, KaK Hanpsriuch Temesunyc u Ourruc, Kak BOKPYr KakJIoro BO MTHOBEHHE
OKHa BBIPOCIM HE3pUMbIe cTeHbl. Opiiak BCKOYMII U 3aIuisicali, TOYHO Oe3yMHbIil. OH BOCCTaHOBUII
cuibl U Kak Oyaro momosnognen. CHoBa Havayics 0ol — HE Ha JKWM3HB, @ Ha cMepTh, U Opiak
Haclaxjanucs coooi.

U He oH o1uH.

3a mpoucxoaamuM MoJsiya Habmonan Jloprpui. bor, nsrnanueiii CoHMOM U OpOIIEHHBIN B
[TycroTy, 4TOOBI LIENYyI0 BEYHOCTh PasMBILUISATh O CBOUX IPErpPEelICHUsX, BOT YK€ MHOIO BEKOB
Habo1aI 3a 3T0i OUTBOM, OCTaBasich He3aMeueHHbIM. W panoBancs kaxoil modene Opiaka.

bynes y Hero pykwu, ceromnst on oOHsu1 Ob1 cam cebsa. OcBoOoxnenne Opiaka OJU3MIOCH, U
Hoprpuit uyBcTBOBal 310. OCcBOOOXKI€HNE, KOTOpOE 00epHETCs MOOeI0M caMoro OOra-u3rHaHHUKA.

Nnasa 1
Bce cHayana

— [npun ¢ mupom! Hamo cnactu aymry 3Toro ynpsimMiia, oka OHa eiie AepKUTCS B Tene!

SHI/ICCZlH)Ipa KBI/IH, HC Bepfl CBOUM YHIaM, IIOIIATHUIAaCh, a OJHaA M3 IIOMOIIHMUIL ITOCIICIIHO
MPOTSHYJIa BJIACTHOW BBICOKOMEPHOW MOBUTYXE KAaKOE-TO CTpPaHHOE MpHUCIOcobOieHne. Jmmcca
MMOCMOTpEeia Ha JKCHIIMHY C TOCEPEBIIMM JIMIIOM, PACKHHYBINYIOCS Ha POJUIBLHOM Kpecie.
prrIHBIe KallJlk I10Ta, Ka3aJlOCh, BBITCKAJIN HpSIMO n3 KOpHCfI €€ XKNJKUX BOJIOC, U MOKpBIe HpSIMBIC
pr[]IKI/I HpI/IJ'II/IHJ'II/I K KOX€E. .HI/IIIO pO)KeHI/IHI)I BBITJISIACIIO U3MOXIACHHBIM U OYCHB II€YAJIbHBIM. OHa
CJIMIIIKOM YCTayia, YTOOBI TIOHSATH CMBICI O€3)KaJOCTHOTO PEIICHMs, KOTOPOE MPUHUMAIK 3a HeEe.
[ToButyxu TpebOBayiM HIMIPHUI] C MUPOM TOJIBKO B OJHOM Cllydae: KOrJa HE COMHEBAJIUCH, YTO
pebeHok morudHer. CUUTANIOCh, YTO TAKOTO OYMINEHUS TYIIe MIIAJCHIA JOCTAaTOYHO.

Dnuccy CHOBA OXBaTwWiIa nevab. [Ipu3paku HeaBHETo TOPs, OT KOTOPOTO OHA eIIe He ycrena
OTOWTH, CHOBA SIBHJIMCH, YTOOBI TEP3aTh €€.



JxaliH OnKuH, Cympyra OJHOTO M3 NPUIBOPHBIX, Obla >KEHUIMHOW MMJIONW M JOOpoH, C
MSATKUM TOJIOCOM U MSTKOM yIbIOKOM, KOTOpOM ofapuBajia KakJ0ro, KTO MONajaajcs eil Ha riasa.
Ona He 3aciyxujia Takol yyactu. PeGeHOk BOT-BOT poautcs, HO JDkaifH ciuiukom ocnalena,
9YTOOBI IPOU3BECTH €TI0 Ha CBET.

HOBI/ITyxa CXBaTWjia HIIPHUI] U BBEJIa KOHUYUK B OTKPBITOC JIOHO XCHIIWHBI, KOTOpas TCIICPb
JIeKalla COBCEM HEMOJIBUYKHO, 3aT€M Ha)kalla Ha IUTyHKEp U BbIAaBHJIa MUPO Ha FOJIOBKY peOeHKa.

«TonbKO 3TO HE To0BKa!» — XOTeNOCh KPUKHYTh Jnucce. [laxke He uMesl OIbITa B OI00HBIX
Jienax, OHa Morjia 3To ompenenuth. [loBuTyxa mpoOyOHMIIA ciiOBa 0J1arociOBEHMS, BbITAIIMIIA
HITTPUIL, TIPUKPBLIA KoJIeHH [aitH DIKUH F00KOH, MOTOM pacipsIMIIIa CIIHHY U TTOTSHYJIACh.

— O6moit ee, — Opocuia moBUTYyxa Jnucce. — Teneps OHa OTIPABUTCA K Ooram.

HOBI/ITyxa, OYCBUJHO, IIOCHHTAJa CBOKO 3ajady BBIIIOJTHEHHOM W ¢ BaXHBIM BUIOM
ynanuiack. Ee moMolHuIa nocienosana 3a Heil, 1i1a3a y IeBYIKH ObUTU HIMPOKO PACKPBITHI.

XKecroxo. Ho, yBbI, Takoe OTHOLIIEHHE HE OBLIIO PEIKOCTHIO.

Dnucca BCIIOMHUIIA, KaK pokana cama. BocmomuHanusi ObIM CMYTHBIMU; MOXKHO CKa3aTh, Y
HEe YKpaJId HE TOJBKO PeOCHKa, HO M €T0 pokaeHne. MoxKeT ObITh, OT 00JIM OHA JIMIIUIACH YyBCTB?
Dnucca Tak M HE MOHsJA, KaK Bce Ciaydnsioch. Kak oHa Moria moTepstb CO3HaHUE... U MPU ITOM
poauTh?

Kax 6»1 TO HE OBLJI0, 32 3TO BpeMsl MpaBeaHasl OTIIEIbHUIIA Apaberyia MpUHsIa y Hee POJIbl, a
BCETO HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHH CIYCTA MJAJCHEI] yMep Ha pykKax y oTma. PeGeHok wm3man cBou
MEPBBIA U MOCIETHUI KPUK — a OHA, €ro MaTh, HE CIbIIIANa €ro, He MOIJIa ero ycnokouts. Ilotom
€ro TOXOPOHWJIM B HETIyOOKOW sIMKE cpeam 3apocieit, 06e3 oOpsna. Jla, BOT 3To Ha camoMm Jene
KECTOKO.

[Ipu wmbicTu 0 pebeHke y OIUCChl pa3phIBajOCh CEpJlle, HO KyJaa CcTpaiiHee ObUH
BOCIIOMHMHAHUS 00 €ro OTHEC — BOCIIOMHMHAHHA, KOTOPBLIC MPECICAOBAIN €€, IpCBpaliasi >XU3Hb B
nbeITKy. [IpexpacHoe nmno TopkuHa ['MHTA CTOSIO y HEe nepes riaa3aMu — U3ypOJI0BAHHOE, 3AJIUTOE
KpoBbl0. TakuM OHO CTajO Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHI IOCiE€ TOro, Kak Hauyanach Ka3Hb.
['omyOble Tna3za yracnu, ctajid 0e3:)KU3HEHHBIMU U cienbIiMU. OKpPOBaBJIEHHBIM TPyH OOMSIK, OBUC
Ha kpecrte. Jlroau noaxoaunau U Kacaiuch Hor Topa, oTaaBas MOCIEIHUI JOT YEI0BEKY, KOTOPOTo
mo6ui Bech Tan.

Y6enusuuce, uro Top mMepTB, Dnucca NOBEpHYIach U MOCMOTpEsa Ha €ro youiily, KopoJis
Jlopuca. Ona noxssiiacek cede, uto Bcerzaa OyJaeT CMOTPETh Ha 3TO IPYCTHOE, YCTAJIO€ JIMLIO TOJBKO
C HEHaBUCTHIO. UTO OBl HU CIy4WJIOCH, Dnmcca obOOXkamda KOPOJIEBY — M C TAaKOW XKe€ CHUIION
npesupana ee cynpyra. JJoBosbHO ObLIIO OJHOTO €ro cjIoBa, YTOObl OTMEHUTH Ka3Hb. Ho mpennouen
3TOro HE JeyaTh. JJMcca Tak M He MoHsuIa, nodemy. Benp Top Obl1 HE TONBKO HPUIBOPHBIM
JIeKapeM, HO U OJIM3KUM JPYroM KOPOJIEBCKOW CEMBbHU.

Toit 3uMoii, YyeTsIpe roja Hazaj, DIUcce MPUILIOCh OYeHb Henerko. C Hel OCTalics TOJIBKO
CakceH; Bce OCTalIbHbIE, BCE, KOTO OHA 3HAJIA U JIIOOMIIA, YIILIIU U3 €€ KU3HU — Jaxe KiyT, BepHbIit
cnytauk Topa. Kyaa ynmeren cokon mociie cMeptu cBoero apyra? M 4To ciiydusiocs ¢ IpUABOPHBIM
nekapeM Mepkynom mo mpo3Buiry Oo6merdaronuii Ctpananus? Dnucca CTOJKHYJIAaCh ¢ HUM Ha
JIECTHHMIIE, KOT'/1a Iociie Ka3Hu Topa Bo3Bpalianack B CBOM MoKou. CTapuk Bell cedst 0O4eHb CTPaHHO,
9TO OTMETWJIA JlaXe cTpaka. Diucca 3Hana, yto Mepkyn 3abpan Teno Topa u yBe3 K MecTy
MIOCJIETHETO YIOKOEHHUSI, HO HUKTO HE CKa3asl eH, KyJa UMeHHO. CKOJIbKO pa3 OHa jkajiena, 4To He
crpocuiia 00 3TOM cTaporo Jiekapsi! A Teneps U oH ucyes. Torna, Ha JecTHUIE, MepKyl TOYeMy-TO
Benen ek uckath CamiemenTpo. OTKyza OH 3HaJl, YTO MEHECTpPEIb — HE TOJBKO €€ IPYyr, HO U OJUH
u3 [lamanuuos?

JlelcTBUTENBHO, MPOIIJIO HECKOJBKO HEZENb MOcie Ka3HU, U oHa BcTpeTmiia CalllieMeHTpo.
OpxHako MEHeCTpelb YTBEpXkKAall, 4YTO HE 3HAaeT HUKakoro Mepky/a u HUKorJa He 3Hai. bonee Toro,
IIPOM3HECS T€ CTpaHHble (Ppa3bl, MepKyn mocian el BO3AylHbIM nonenyid. Uto Obl 3T0 3HAYMIIO?
Msrko roBopsi, MEXIy HUMU HUKOTJa HE ObUIO JIOOBH. Dnmcca TepreTh He mMorja Mepkyna, u
nekapb 00 stom 3Han, [Ipexxne Bcero 3a 1o, uro oH mnoxutwi y Hee Topa. O yem ayman
Ob6neryaronuii CTpananus, Korja y BceX Ha Ijla3ax Bblpaxkall eil pacnoJiokeHue?

Breszanno Dnucca ycpimiana 3a CIUHOW BCXJIUIL. .. M BCTIOMHUJIA O CityskaHke [[xaitn DikuH,



KOTOpast CTOsIJIa B 3aTEHEHHON YaCTH KOMHATHI.

— Onca?..

— Ona ymper? — TOJOCOK JEBYIIKM IpOKaj. DJucca MOoJ03peBalia, 4TO Tak W OyaeT, HO
rocTapaiach TOBOPUTH CIIOKOWHO U YBEPEHHO.

— Her. M#b1 caenaem Bce BO3MOXKHOE, 4TOOBI e¢ cractu. [loMoru eit ycTpouThes moymooHee, a
MOTOM KaK MOXKHO ckopee Haiinu CaieMeHTpo.

[Toxa Dnca npotupana 106 kailH DIKUH CIOKEHHOM B HECKOJBKO pa3 MOKpPOH TPSIKOM,
Onwmcca crapareiabHO MbUIa pykd. OHa OTMETHIIA, YTO HUKTO M3 TIOBUTYX ATOTO He caenan. Ee camy
npuy4usia MeITh pyku Coppelb.

«Ha 9ucThIX pykax HET 3apa3bl», — MOCTOSTHHO MOBTOPSIIA CTAPYIIKA.

Onucca otorHana 3ty Mbicau. OnHa Oosbiie cibimathk He jkenaetr o Coppenu! CKOJIBKO TATOT
U JUIIECHUH OHM TIepeXuian BMecTe... Eme oauu apyr, koTopblii mokunyi ee B Cepaue JlecoB —
HaBEPHO, caMblil OJM3KHUI OpyT, — MocJie TOro, Kak ee pedeHok ymep! s Dmnucerl 310 ObLIO, Kak
HOKOM 10 cepany. [IpaBaa, He uckiaroueHo, uro Coppenu yxe HET B JKUBBIX.

JIkaliH DJNKHH OTKphUIA Tjla3a — y Hee OIATh HAYalMCh CXBAaTKH — W CJIa00 BCKPUKHYIA.
Onucca ycubllnaia, Kak XJIOIMHyJAa JBEPh: ATO CiIy)KaHKa moOexana Ha moucku CalaeMeHTpo.
Monoast )KeHIIMHA TIepeBesa yX U CHOBA MPHITOAHSIIA 100Ky pokeHuIbl. OHA y)Ke penrnia, 9To
JOJDKHA clienaTh, HO Oosack HaunHath. B cBoe Bpems Coppenb ToBOpuUiia: €Ciu PeOCHOK JIKUT
HETPaBWIBHO, €0 HYXXHO MPOCTO MEPEBEPHYTh, TOJBKO O0cTOpoxHO. Ceifuac Dimcce MpeacTosiio
MIPOBEPUTH 3TO YTBEPIKIICHHE.

[Ipu onHOM MBICIM O TOM, YTO MPEACTOMT UM ¢ J[xaitH, Dnucca oGnuBaiack XOJOIHBIM
notoM. OIHaKO OHA WICMHYJA YKCHIIMHE YTO-TO YTEIIUTEIBHOE, IIOTOM 3acydniia pyKaBa, cMasaja
PYKY MacjoM U OCTOPOKHO TOTPY3UiIa e B JIOHO.

Uepe3 HekoTopoe BpeMsi Jjca, BOPBABIIMCh B KOMHATY, COOOIWIa O MNPUOBITUH
Cannementpo. OX... emie He XBaTallo, YTOOBI MEHECTPEh BOIICI Ty/a, T/I€ POKAET KEHIHA!

— He crona, Cannementpo! — kpukHyna oHa, Opocasichk K aBepu. — [loxamyiicra, BCTaHb MO
OKHOM U CIIOW YTO-HUOY/Ib JIst TOCTIOKU DnBUH. OHA JTIOOUT TBOIO MY3BIKY HE MEHBIIIE MOETO. JTO
€l IOMOJKET.

— S cioro «Most Tocmoka, MOst TF000BbY», — OTKIIMKHYJICS MEHECTpelb. — J[J1s Bac 00eux.

Dnucca 01arogapHO KOCHYJIACh €r0 PYKU U OBICTPO 3aXJIOMHYIA JIBEPb.

— Kak ona? — cripocuiia Dica, Ha IBIMTOYKAX BXO/I B KOMHATY.

— Otnpixaet. Celiuac XBaTKMA CHOBa HauHyTCA... Bee uuer, kak Hafo.

Dnucca He MorJa CKpbITh BosIHEHUA. Eil ynanock nepeBepHyTh peOeHka moutu 6e3 Tpyia, u
Tenepk, 0€3 COMHEHUS, OH JISKUT MPABHIHLHO. MOKHO HAZCATHCS HAa OJIAarONPUSATHBINA HCXO].

Ona crplmana, 4TO HEKOTOPHIE CIMIIKOM pPhSHBIE TOBUTYXH BBITACKHBAIOT MIIAJICHIICB
HOXKKamMu Brepea. K gemy 3To mpuBoamino, Diucce JOBOAMUIOCH BUAETH HE pa3: B TOPOAE MOKHO
OBUTIO BCTPETHUTh HEMAJO JCTHUIIEK C MCKPUBJICHHBIMH Ppy4yKaMU M HOXKKamMH. KOHEYHO, THIIbIHS
MOBUTYX HE MpH3HABaJla CBOCH BHHEI... K TOMY JKe, JIy4Ille YK POJTUTHCS KPUBOHOTHM, YeM HE
POIUTHCS BOBCE, IogymMaa Diucca. Bo qBopiie menoToM paccka3biBalld O TOM, KaK 0OXOHIIUCH C
MJIaJICHIIaMH, €CIIM THOeNb Tpo3wia J>KEHIIWHE Ooyiee 3HATHOW, YeM rocroxka OiBUH. Pamu
CIaCEeHMsI )KM3HU MaTepu OT peOeHKa MPOCTO U30aBIsUINCh. DMcca Hacayllanach JKYTKUX UCTOPUMA
0 TMOBHUTYXaX, KOTOPHIE M3BJCKAIN MIIAJCHIA C MOMOIIbI0 HOXa. OHM pa3pesajd ero Ha KyCKH
IpsIMO B YpeBe MaTepH... BOT yxxac kakoi! K cuactero mst JlxaitH DikuH, ee 1oJiokeHrne ObLIo He
CTOJIb BEICOKHM, M PaJIi HE€ HUKTO HE CTaJ TaK YTPYKAATHCS.

W3 oTkpeITOrO OKHa JOHEccs mpenecTHb ronoc CamiemMeHTpo. MeHecTpenb BbIOpai
mo0uMyr0 Oamnagy OIHCChl, HANMMCAHHYIO TIOCIE TOro, KaKk OH BIIEPBBIC YBUIET MOJIOAYIO
KEHIIMHY. DJiucca cTosja Ha OaJIkOHe, TOTOBSICh YBUJETh Ka3Hb CBOET0 BO3IHOOJIEHHOTO. ..

Myxa. 13 Bcex, KTo mpuiiesn B TOT JeHb Ha IUI0Iab, 00 UX cBajb0e 3HaJIM TOJIbKO CaKkceH U
Knyr. Cama Dnucca, pazymeercs, He HOTPYAMJIACh COOOIIUTH 00 ITOM, KOT/Ia €€ CXBaTUJIU B JIECY.
Ha u xakas Teneps pasuuna? Top mepTtB. Ee cbin MmepTB. Elf ocTaBanoch mim NOKOHYHUTH C COOOH,
WIM TPUHATH 3Ty HOBYIO >KM3HB BO ABopue. IIpoGimema 3akiouanach B Apyrom: Korjga Diucca
crpammBaia cedst, HoYeMy 3acTaBisieT ceOs KUTh Jajbllle, € HUIero He MPUXOIUIIO B TOJIOBY.



Cakcen u CamuieMEHTpPO yTBEpXKJaldh, YTO HUKOIJA HE MOTEPSIOT HaAeKAy. Jimcca ¢
yAUBIIEHUEM y3Hala, 4To CajuieMeHTpo Toke ouH u3 [lanannHoB. .. HO KaKo# B 3TOM CMBICI, €CIIH
Top nmoru6? Her Topa — He MoxkeT ObiTh M Tpuenunctsa. [lpaBna, HUKTO TOJKOM HE 3HAJ, YTO 3TO
TaKoe, HO 5ICHO Ob1I0 07HO: Top OBLT €ro YacThiO0, U 3aMEHUTh €r0 HUKTO HE MOT.

Ecnu Op1 TONbKO ynanock coxpanuth [lucanus Hanaka! Dnucce Tak U He IpelCTaBUIIOCH
BO3MOXHOCTU MPOYUTATh BTOPYIO KHUTY, HO OHAa HE COMHEBajJach: UMEHHO B HEHl HaIlHMCaHO TO
rJIaBHOE, 4TO Hajo 3HaTh 00 Opiake. Jluce roBopuia Topy, 4TO MCTUTENbHBIA OOT BEpHETCS B
TannuHOp, NOCKOJIBKY HAMEPEH 3aBEPIIUTh HA4aToe.

B sT0i1 kOMHaTe, 3a OkHOM KOoTOpou 3anmuBaics CamieMeHTpo, rae Jexana JxaiH DIKuH,
Ybe JIMIO0 ObLIO MCKaXEHO OO0JIbI0 POJOBBIX CXBAaTOK, OTKpoBeHHe HaHaka kazanmoch eii 0ObIYHOM
KHIDKHOM ucTtopueil. Panpiie nmpu oHOM BUJiEe 3TUX OYKB DIMCCY OXBaThIBaja JPOKb: OHA 3HAJIA,
YTO YUTAET O COOBITHSX, KOTOpbIE ACUCTBUTENBHO Npoucxonuwin. Ho Tenepb KHUTH Uil Hee
nmoTepsiHbl — Kak notepsibl Top, Coppens u apy3ws u3 Cepana Jlecos.

Jluce Toxe ncuesna u3 ee xu3Hu. M He Tosbko ee. Ctporo ['oBops, Dimcce TaMHCTBEHHAs!
KEHIIMHA He sBJIAJach HU pasy, CTpaHHO, HE mpasnaa Ju? Toabko el OJHOW U3 BceX, KTO HUMEN
OTHOIIEHHE K 3TUM IOUCKAM. ..

Onucca TpsXHyJa TOJIOBOM, CHOBAa OTIOHSS MBICIH, KOTOpPbIE TaK JOJIO €€ OeCIOKOMIIM.
[Toucku Tpuenuncrsa 3akoHuniauch. Ecnu Het Topa, kakoil cMbICI UCKAaTh OCTAJIbHBIX?

Cxatku y JI>kaiiH cTanu yaiie U CUJIbHEe.

— 30BHU NOBUTYXY, JJica, — CKoMaHaoBajia Jnucca. — HaBepHo, oHa celiuac B KyxHe, HabUBaeT
cBOM Mep3kuil poT. TBOS X035111Ka BOT-BOT POJMT.

K cuactpio, moBuTyxa He 3actaBuia ceOs >kmaTth. OHa OTTOJKHYNMA DIHCCY — IOXOXKE,
KEHIIMHA HE MOBEpHJIa CIy)XaHKe U JKejajla YBUAECTb BCe COOCTBEHHBIMM IiazaMu. MOXKHO He
COMHEBAThCS: OHA BEPHYJIaCh HE M3 KAJOCTU WIM COYYBCTBUS K POXKEHHIIE, KOTOpas HUKaK HE
MOTJIa Pa3pelIuThCs OT OpeMeHH, a u3 JodonsiTcTBa. Min paau KopeicTu?

— OHa roToBa pa3poANTHCS, HO OYCHB 0CIa0J1a, — OCTOPOKHO 3aMeTHiIa DJucca.

['yObI HOBUTYXU M30THYJA XMYypasi yXMBLIKA.

— A 5-TO AyMaia, 4To OHa yXe OCThIBAaeT y ce0s B nmokosax. Hy nanHo, 3a xuBOro miajaeHma u
maTa 6oneie. .. [TompoOyem.

Korpma pebenok J[>xaiiH DIIKMH TMOKHWHYJI MAaTEPUHCKOE JIOHO M 3aBOIWJI, DJMCCa yBHJENA,
TOYHO HasBy, kKak VHkBu3zurop ['oT, nukys, Horamu pa3rpebaeT JUCTBY U BETKHU, IPUKPHIBAIOLIIE
TEJbIIE €€ ChIHA.

Kto-To moTsHyn ee 3a miedo. Dnmcca OYHYNIACh W YBUJENa, 4TO Jjca Iutader, a JkaiH
DJKUH OPOTATUBAIOT KPOIIEUHBIN CBEPTOK.

— Cpin, — nenerana Onca. — Hano ckazare rocnoguny. CerojHsi BeuepoM OH OYyAET camMbIM
CYACTJIMBBIM 4EJIOBEKOM B Taie...

JleBylika OTBEpHYJIACh U IIETIOTOM, YTOOBI HUKTO OOJIbIIIE HE yCibllIal, Jo0aBua:

— ... bmaronaps Bam.

— Wnu OeicTpee u crenail Bce, 4TO JIOJIKHA, — OTKIMKHYNAch Dnucca. OHa ToXe He XOTeda,
9YTOOBI KTO-HUOY I 3HAJI, KAK OHA IOMOTJIa MaJIbYUKY MOSIBUTHCS HA CBET.

B 10 Bpems kak Dnuccanapa KBuH nepeBopaunBaia MiajieHIa B yrpoOe MaTepu, KOpoib U
KOpOJIeBA TOTOBUJIMCH K YTPEHHEN BEPXOBOM IIPOTYJIKE.

Iloka KOHIOX IpoBEpsul cTpeMmeHa, Halipus pacnpsMuia CMHY M BIOXHYJIA IPOXJIaJHBIN
BO3JlyX paHHero oceHHero yrpa. Kak ona mrobuna 3to Bpems roga! Koposnesa yxe npeacrasisiia,
KAaK CKad4eT I10 IOJISIM B OKPECTHOCTAX Tana, o oTBepAEBLIEH OT MOpO3a Tpase, npasHs Jlopuca u
TOYHO 3Hasl, YTO €ro KOHIO HUKOTJa He norHath Opeiicnna. KoneyHo, oH, Kak Bcerjaa, OpocuTcs B
MIOTOHIO — HO, KOHEYHO, KOHEUHO, [T03BOJIUT €l BBIUrpaTh... M oHa M0OUT ero 3a 37o.

Pasmpmiennss Haiipuun npepBan nmpoH3uTenbHbIM KpUK. KopoiieBa mocMoTpena B CTOPOHY
JBOPLIOBBIX BOPOT U 3aMETHJIA CTPAKHUKA, KOTOPBIM TAaIWJI 32 PyKy TOLIEr0 Majb4yraHa. Masslm
yIHpasics, HO CHIIbI ObUIM HEPABHBI.

— YTO Cayunsioch? — KpUKHYJIa KOPOJIeBa.



— Barie Benmu4ecTBo, — CTpaKHUK MOKJIOHUIICS, — KTO-TO MPUBS3aJl 3TOro pedeHKa K BOpOTaM
nepes ABOPLOM NpOUUIoN HOYbt0. Mbl OOHapyXWIM €ro TOJBKO Yac HazaJ, BO BPEMsI CMEHBI
KapayJa.

— HaBepHoe, oH 3aMep3, — 3aMeTHJIa KOPOJIEBA, IS HAa MajbuMKa, KOTOPBIA Kazajcs emie
0o0Jiee XpYIKUM PSIIOM C MOTYYHM CTPAKHUKOM.

—Mp1 nmanum emy Temioro 3 W HemMHOro Kamu. [lpaiim-odumep Xepek mpukaszan ero
BEPHYTb.

— Komy?

CTpa’kHUK MOXaJl IIeYaMu, HO TYT K€ OTIOMHUJICS.

— IIpaiimM-odpurep Xepek nopyumsn Opro nouTH ¢ pedOEHKOM B FOPOJI U PACCIIPOCUTD JHOACH, —
1 OH yKa3aj B CTOPOHY CBOETO TOBapHILa.

Haiipus BbIHyna mpaByr0 HOTy W3 CTpeMeHHM. Ee mnpuBbIUKAa €31UTh IO-MYKCKH BCEria
IIPOM3BO/IMJIa BIIEYATIIEHUE HA CTPAXKHUKOB, HO KEHCKUX CEJIe]l KOpoJieBa He MpU3HaBala.

— Oto mpocto cmentHo. [Ipekparure HemenIeHHO!

Jlopuc, KOTOpBI 4TO-TO OOCYXKIall ¢ IBYMSI MPUABOPHBIMH, COOPABLIMMUCS CONPOBOXKIATh
UX BO BpeMs IIPOTYJIKH, 0OEpHYJICS U YAUBICHHO IOCMOTPEN Ha CYNPYTY.

— Yro Takoe? — cpoCuiI OH, OIbE3Kast K Hel TOOIIKe.

Haiipus yxxe crosiia Ha 3emJie, 0AKaB I'yObl U TIOXJIONbIBasi ce0sl XJIBICTUKOM 10 Oefipy.

— W3BuHu, Jlopuc. [loezxail 6e3 MeHs.

— [louemy?

Bricnymas ee kpaTkoe 00bsICHEHHE, KOPOJIb B3JOXHYII.

— C yero TbI BApYT 3aHs1ach 6e310MHbIMU, Halipus? Trl He 00s3aHa OTBEeUYaTh 3a BCeX JeTel
Tana. Yto TbI coOMpaenibCcsi ¢ HUM JenaTh?

— Iloka He 3Harw, JIopuc. Ho He Tackarh ke MaJlb4MKa 10 TOPOAY, ITOKA HE HAUJETCS TOT, KTO
ero y3HaeT! 3T0 MOXKET 3aHSATh HECKOJbKO JTHEH.

Koposnp nmpucranbHO MOCMOTpEN B €€ IJ1a3a, CBETJIbIe, CIIOBHO BhIlBeTHIME. OH 3HAJ, 4YTO B
3TOM crope emy He moOemuth. Korma pgemo kacamock nereit, cepane Haiipum craHoBmiioch
MOJATIAMBBIM, Kak Macio. He umes coOCTBEHHBIX JeTed, KOpoJieBa CTPEMMIIACh OKPYXKHTb
JTO000BBIO KaXJ0ro pedeHKa, ¢ KOTOPbIM CTajkuBajach. JIopuc MSTKo MOTSHYJ 3a HOBOJbS U
HaIpaBWJI CBOET0 BOPOHOI'O K BOPOTaM.

— HaBepHo, Torza s nokatraroch MojoJbliIe.

— Cmacu6o, Jlopuc.

Ona m B camMoM jene Obuta eMmy OnarojapHa W HE IPEMUHYJA TMOKa3aTh 3TO, CXKaB €ro
00TAHYTYIO IepuaTKoil pyKy. Opro ¢ pedbeHKOM yKe BO3BpallaJIiCh, U KOPOJIb OEXall IPOYb.

CrpaxxHuk noknoHuics. Co CTOPOHBI MOIJIO MOKA3aThCs, YTO JIOCIEXH MEUIAIOT eMy COTHYTh
CIIMHY, HO JIeJI0 ObUIO B IPYrOM: IMPOCTHIM BOMHAM BPOJIE HEIO HEYACTO JOBOJIWIOCH CTOSITh PAJIOM
¢ KopoJieBoil. Manpuuiiika Jo/bkeH ObL1 mociiefoBath npumepy Opro, HO 3aMelIKalIcs U TYT e
noJyums noj3arbulbHUK. Haiipus 3actaBuna ce®s coxpaHuTh BexMBYIO YiblOKy. Ilo mpaBze
roBOpsi, OHA Npeanousia Obl BeickazaTh Opro Bce, YTO AyMaeT O MOoJ0OHBIX MaHepax. OqHaKo mpu
BUJle mpaiiM-oduiepa Xepeka, KOTOPbIH IMIMPOKMMH IIAaraMd HAIpaBIIJICS. B UX CTOPOHY, Yy
KOpOJIEBBI TIOTEIUIEJI0O Ha Jymie. Xepek HpaBwicsa ei. [la, HeiHemHeMmy mnpaiM-opuuepy
HEeZ0CTaBajo o0asiHUs, SHEPIMHM M PELIMMOCTU €ro InpeamecTBeHHuka... Ho Kaiit Kaiipyc u3 tex
JOIe, KOTOpbIM TpyAHO HaWTu 3ameHy. Kyaa on ucue3? KoponeBa udacto 3aaaBajiach 3TUM
BOIIPOCOM.

— Yem Mory ciiykuTh, Baiie BennuecTBo? — CpoCHil mpaM-oQuiiep.

— MHe cka3anu, 4yTo 3TOro pedeHKa MPOLUION HOYbIO MPUBSA3AIN K BOPOTaM IEpell IBOPILIOM,
Xepek. UTto ermie 06 3TOM HU3BECTHO?

[Ipexne uem Xepek unu Opro ycnenan OTBETUTh, KOPOJIEBAa HArHYJach K MalbuuKy. bynyun
BBICOKOTO pPOCTa, B TAaKOM IIOJIO)KEHMM OHa 0e3 Tpyaa MoOIJa 3arjisiHyTh B €ro 3allakaHHbIe
TJIa3€HKH.

—He Ooiics, — oHa 3acTaBWila CTpPa)KHUKA BBIITYCTUTh JIOKOTh MaJIeHBKOTO IUIEHHHKA. —
Cmacu6o, Opro.



Ot0 o3Hauano « Tkl Moxkenrb uaATH». OpPro BOIMPOCUTENILHO TOCMOTpEI Ha IpaiiM-oduiiepa, u
TOT KUBHYJI.

Koponesa He cBoauia ria3 ¢ Maibuuka. B ueprax ero juia yraaplBajioch YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE,
HO uTo? Elf HUKaK He yJaBanoCh MOHSTh.

— Mewns 3oByT Haiipus. A tebsa?

— Jlxun. MHe moutu JBEHAAUATh JIET, — MAIbYUK BEKIMBO MOKJIOHWICS, YTO IIPOM3BENIO HA
Hee JI0CTaTOYHO CUIJIbHOE BIleYaTieHue. — A Bbl HAa CaMOM JieJie KopoJieBa?

— Jla, Ha caMOM jieie KOpoJjeBa, — OHa BaXXHO MPUIOAHsIIA OpOBU, U MallbyyraH, KOTOPOTO
3TO SIBHO m03abaBwmiio, ¢QbIpkHyN. — Kak s moHumaro, Tebe elle He MPUXOJUIOCH 3aBTPAKATh C
KopoJjieBaMu?

— 41 yxe 3aBTpakai, Bamre BennuecTso.

— A a eme HeT. MoeT, cocTaBuIllb MHE KoMIanuto? — Halipus B3suta Manbpumka 3a pyKy u
BhINIpsiMuIIack: — Hy, BOT 1 cnaBHO.

— l'ocynapeiHs, MOXET OBITb, f...

Haiipus npucraabHO OCMOTpENIa HAa HErO, IPUKA3bIBas 3aMOI4aTh.

— Cmacu6o, Xepek. «CB0oOOIEH.

— Ara. Cmacu6o, — Xepek, — noaxBaTui JKWII ¥ IMHUPOKO YIABIOHYJCS W TpaitM-oduiepy, u
KOpOJIEBE.

Dnucca BCe €IIe He OToluia mociie yrpeHHuxX coObituid. CeiH JDkailH DJkuH Kazamics
c1abeHBbKUM, HO YK€ cocall TPYb — a 3TO OBLJIO XOPOIIIO U I MaTepH, U I peOCHKa.

[TorpyxeHHasi B CBOM MBICIIM, OHA IepeceKaa riaBHbIN JBOP, KOTIa OJI0C Ma)ka 3aCTaBUJI €€
OCTAHOBUTHCSI.

— C Bamu xoueT noroBoputh Ee BemnuecTBo, — COOOITNIT MaJIbUUK, MOa0eras K DJmcce.

— IIpsmo ceituac? OH KUBHYII.

— Mens nocnany 3a BaMu.

Crnenys 3a CBOUM MPOBOKATHIM B MIOKOU KOPOJIEBBI, KOTOPbIE HaXOIMWJINCh B CEBEPHON YacTu
3aMKa, Jiucca OTYasHHO HaJesulach, 4YTO HE BCTpeTUT tam Jlopuca.

— A KOpoJib TaM? — OCTOPOKHO OMHTEPECOBAIACH OHA.

— Her, — oTBeTHu1 maxk. — Bl ke 3Haere, Mo yrpam oH €31uT BepxoM. 1 moka He BepHyJiCs.

B npuxoxelt UM mpunuioch HEMHOTO TMOA0XAaTh. OgHAKO BCKOpe (peilyinHa Mpuriacuia
Onuccy B NPUEMHYIO M yAaluiach, a 4epe3 MIHOBEHbE M3 COCEHEH KOMHAThl MOSBMJIACh cama
Haiipus.

— 3apaBcTByl, Onucca. Cnacubo, yro npummia. Ilpucaxusaiicsa. S mpukasaia NpUHECTH
JUMOHHOTO Yalo. ..

— bnaroaapro, Bamie BennuectBo. S npsimMo oT jeau DIKUH.

Onuccy oxBaTwio BojHeHue. KopoisieBa BeImsiena OecnooOHO — Kak Bcerjaa. Beicokas,
CTpOMHAasi, OHAa CHJIeNa OYEHb MpPsIMO, U IUIaThe, IPOCTOE, HO U3 BEJIMKOJENMHON TKAaHU, TOJIBKO
MOJYEPKUBAJTIO €€ H3SMIECTBO. PsimoM ¢ Hel Dnmcca 4dyBCTBOBasIa ceOsi 3amyxphimikoid. OHa
BBITEpJIA PYKH O 00Ky, CKOpee OT CMYIIEHHUSI, YeM U3 HEOOXOAUMOCTH.

— MHe cka3zanu, 4To y DJIKUHOB POJMIICSA IPEKPACHBIN MaIbUHK.

Omucca kuBHyna. K cyacteio, ¢ppeiinuHa kak pa3 nojana yail. [loka oHa HakpbIBasia Ha CTOI,
B TNpPUEMHOM mapuiao MosyaHue. MoxeT ObITh, J0XKJABIIMCh yXoJ4a (pelnHbI, KOpojeBa
3aroBOPUT O YEM-HUOY/b APyrom?

— Cmacu6o0, AitnnH, — mpousHecia Koposesa. — Tebe HauTh, Dnucca?

Mononasi KeHIIMHA CHOBa KuBHYJAa, W Haiipus mpoTsHyma el kpacuByro ¢apdopoByro
YaIIKy.

— MHe roBopuiM, — KaK HM B 4eM He ObIBajo, MPOJOJIKala KOpOJieBa, — YTO CErOJHS Thl
c/ierniajia HeuTo HeBeposATHoe. Bo3MoxkHO, ciacia u MaTh, U peOeHKa.

«bynp THI HENaaHA, Dical» — moaymMana Daucca U IoKpacHena.

— O, s He ayMmaro... — MpoOOpMOTaIa OHA BCITYX.

—He Oynp Takoli CKpOMHOM, aeBouka MOsA. Sl He MepBbI roJl KMBY Ha CBETE U BHJENA



CJIMIIKOM MHOTO €CTOKOCTH. ThlI criacia ABe *KHU3HHU, U MBI Bce mepesl To0oi B ponary... — Halipus
XJIOTTHYJIa B JIQJIONIH, CJIOBHO cOOMpasnach pacckasarh 4TO-TO CMeIIHoe. — S HaOmromana 3a To0oit
3TH ro/ibl, DIIKCCa, U peliniia, YTO TaKOoe JapoBaHKe HE JOJDKHO MpornaiaTh O0e3 jena.

— 0-0-0...

Onucca He 3HaANA, YTO CKa3aTh, IO3TOMY IPOCTO MOJHECHa K rybaM dvamiky M craenana
MaJICHBKHH TJIOTOK. JIydllle mogoxK1aTh

— Jleno B TOM, 4TO MHE KpailHe He0OXO 1M HOBBIN cekpeTapb. S Xxouy, 4TOObI Thl 3aHsIA 3Ty
JOJKHOCTB ¥ TIOMOTajia MHE.

Dnucca nocTaBuiIa Yaliky Ha ctoi. Takoe npeanoxkenue... OHa He Bepuiia CBOUM YIIIaM.

— Ho 310 emie He Bce, — KOpoJieBa MOIHAJA MaJb4YUK C YXOKEHHBIM HOTOTKOM. — Y MEHS Thl
Oyzaeub paboTaTh TOIBKO MOJAHA. S X04y, 4YTOOBI Thl OTKpPbLIA MPHU JIBOPE MAJEHBKYIO IIKOJY. S
CUMTAI0, YTO BCE JIETH, )KUBYLIUE 3/1€Ch, IOJIKHBI OBJIAJETh OCHOBAMH YTEHMS U MUCbMa. YBepeHa,
Tebe 3To 0oJiee YeM 10 CHJiaM, TaK YTO HUKAKUE BO3PAXKEHUS HE PUHUMAIOTCS.

MouJtoast *eHIIUHA CyJOPOKHO crioTHyaa. O MoJoOHOM OHA HE cMea JJaXke MeUTaTh.

— D10 OonbIas 4ecTh s MeHs, Bamie BenndectBo. — K cuacTeio, royioc y Hee He aposKall.

Haiipust mo3BoHMIA B KOJOKOJBYHMK, KOTOPBIM CTOSAT psAaoM ¢ noaHocoM. [loxoxke, ona Oblia
JIOBOJIbHA COOOM.

— OnuH ydeHUuK y Te0sl y’Ke ecTh, — KOpoJieBa BCTaia, 4ToObl MOMPUBETCTBOBATh MaJIbUMKa,
KOTOpPOTO BBEJIU B roctunyto. — llosHakombest ¢ [xumnom. [Dxun, Mbl ¢ TOO0W roBopuian BOT 00
9TOM AaMme.

DOnucca HE OTAMYalach BBICOKMM pPOCTOM M TeNeph OOHApyXuWia, 4YTO Cepble TIJja3a
MaJIpyyraHa OKa3aJIUCh MPSMO HAIPOTUB ee Iia3. Kaxercs, rae-To oHa ero yxe BUJENa... WIK OH
OYEHb CUJIBHO Ha KOTO-TO MOX0X. MalbyiK BEXJIMBO IHOXKajl €l pyKy; Diucca MOJHsUIa r0JIOBY,
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha YJIbIOAIOIYIOCs KOPOJIEBY, IOTOM Ha CBOEIO HOBOT'O YUEHHUKA.

— HackoJibko s MOHMMAl0, — IPOrOBOPUJIa OHA, — HaM € TOOOM MOPY4YEHO OTKPHITH HOBYIO
uikoaty, Lxui. bynems MHe nmomoraTth?

— C pagocThio, — OTBETUI MAJIbUHUK.

nmaBa 2
Cnewun, nocnaHHuua

MouJto10#1 4enoBeK CHIE Ha CTYyJIe C IPAMON CIMHKON. DTOT CTYIJ OH CZeJial CBOUMHU pyKaMu
— pyKaMH, KOTOpbI€ celyac CKUMaJIU MOJIYIIYCTYHO KPYXKKY, CTOSIIIYIO Ha IIATKOM CaMOJEIbHOM
CTOJIUKE U1l UHCTPYMEHTOB.

— VY MeHs ecTb TaliHa, — TUXO IPOU3HEC MOJIOJOH YeIOBEK, IIs/i1 Ha MPU3PAYHOE CYILIECTBO,
KOTOpO€ MOKAYMBaJIOCh NIEPE]l HUM B BO3/YXE.

— Pacckaxu, — rosoc, npo3By4yaBUINil B OTBET, HAIOMUHAJ JIETKOE JYHOBEHHUE BETEPKA.

— OTO y)XacHas TaiiHa, SIpro, — 4eJI0BeK 3aMOJI4ajl, €ro ria3a yJUBUTEIbHOIO roay0oro nBeTa
HaIpPsLKEHHO BIVISABIBATIUCH B riia3a npuspaka. — Ho s nomxkeH ero ¢ To060# noaenuThes.

IOHoma omycTun B3 M ycTaBWiCS Ha 3eMisIHOM moj. OH Mousyan, MoJ4ajl U €ro
cobecemHuK — BepHee, cobOecemHuila, MO0 TMOYIPO3pPadyHOE CO3JaHUE, HMCIYCKAroIee CIIalblil
3€JICHOBATHI CBET, HECOMHEHHO, ObUIO *KeHITuHOW. U 3Ta skeHImMHa Bceraa 3Hajia, KOrjaa HYKHO
nomoia4arh. [Ipomio HECKOJbKO MIHOBEHMI; OHa BCE TaK K€ IOKayMBalach IMepel] CBOUM
coOeceTHUKOM, €€ OJEK/bl KOJIBIXaJUCh, KaK mapyc. TpynHO ObUIO MOHSATH, IJI€ 3aKaHUMBAIOTCS
BOJIHBI MepLarollell TKaHU, IpeObIBatolIe B HENPEPHIBHOM JIBUKEHUH, U KOHUYAIOTCS €€ JUIMHHbIE
cepeOpHUCThIE BOJIOCHI.

Bor yxe yerBeproe JieTo rojy0oriasplii KpacaBel] HaXOIWiICs 3/1eCh — HO moueMy? DToro
KEHIIMHA-NIPU3paK Tak M He BbIICHWIA. Ero mponuioe Toke oCTaBajoch 3araikou. SICHO, 4To
MOJIOZION YenoBeK oOpa3oBaH M, CyIs IO MaHepam, KW 1pu aBope. Ho o cBoeil mpexHen KU3HU
OH c0o001Ia He OOJIbIIE, YeM KHUTH, KOTOPBIC MBUTMIIMCH B €T0 JIOMHUKE.

JIro6onbITCTBO My4miio SIpro ¢ Tex mop Kak el nmopydusu NpucMaTpuBaTh 3a TAMHCTBEHHBIM
rocteM. OHa HE3aMETHO BOLUIA B €ro JKW3Hb, OJIHAKO HE CMOIJIa OTIPAaHUYMUTHCA POJIbIO



Habmonatens. KoneyHo, 310 ObLIO SIBHO MPOTUB MpaBuil, yCTaHOBIEHHBIX CMoTpuTenbHuLen Jluce
— UMEHHO OT Hee U ucxoausio nopydenue. Ho Spro Obuia Mosiosa U 1nosb30Bajiach U3BECTHOCTHIO
cpeau 6oroB Conma. OHa cama obpatuiack Kk Jluce ¢ mpocb0oii 1aTh el kKakoe-HuOyab NopydyeHue
— T0CJIe TOro, Kak ee 00’KECTBEHHBIN Cynpyr HaBliek Ha ce0si THeB [loBenuTens u NOKpbUT CBOE UMS
1o30poM. fIpro pemuia UCKYUTh BUHY MyXa, U Jluce nomina el HaBcTpedy, NOpydUB HaOII0AATh
3a 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPBIN mpeacTaBsul 1yisi CoHMa BETUYANIIyIO IEHHOCTD.

OpHoro B3risfga H3TUX INEYaJIbHBIX CHSIOMIMX IJ1a3 ObUIO JOCTAaTOYHO, 4YTOOBI SIpro
BioOmiIack. KoHeyHo, ee 4yyBCTBaM CYKJEHO ocTaBaThCsi 0Oe30TBeTHhIMH. Benp B ero mupe
MIPUCYTCTBYET JIMIb €€ AyX, U HACJIaXJACHUsI, CBSI3aHHbIE C IPUKOCHOBEHHUEM, ISl HEE HEJOCTYIIHBI.
Ho 310 6110 HEBaxkHO. [IpekpacHbIl OTIIETBHUK OYapOBAa €€.

OH OBLT BBICOK POCTOM — 10 MEpPKaM €ro MHUpa, JaKe Yepecuyp BBICOK, mojarama Spro, — u
mupokoruiey. Tspkenslit pydHOl TPy, KOTOPOMY OH €XKEJHEBHO MOCBAIIAl HEKOTOPOE BpEMs, SIBHO
IOILIET eMy Ha 1osb3y. HOHollla roBopuJI, 4TO yCTaNOCTh TeJla IOMOTAET eMy MPUBECTH B MOPSAIOK
MBICJIK M TOJATOTOBUTHCA K M3YyYEHHIO KHHUI, 4TO TpPeOOBajio OT HEr0 HE MEHbBIIUX YCHIIMH.
Bnpouem, u 3TUM 3aHATHEM OH HUKOT'/Ia HE MpeHedperai.

Ot Jluce Slpro 3Hama, 4T0 HACTaBHMK FOHOLIM, cTapblii Mepkya, Moryuuii UyBCTBYIOIIUH,
CyMel CBSi3aTb MOTYUYK) CHIIy CBOEro YYeHHKa, 4YTOObl M3BJE€Yb €ro JAylly U3 Teja.
OcBo0o0Xk/1eHHas Ayllla epeMecTuiaach B Telno Mepkya, a qylia cTapvka 3aHsla €€ MECTO B Tele
MOJIOJZIOTO YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPOMY MPEACTOSIO MPUHATH MYYUTENIbHYIO CMEPTh: €0 MPUTOBOPHIIN K
pacHsITHIO Ha KpecTe U MOOMBAaHUIO KaMHIMH. DTO ObLI BEIOOp camoro Mepky/ia — yMepeTb BMECTO
CBOEro Y4€HHKa U CIIacTH €ro.

Bbonbie fIpro moutu HUYEro He yaanoch BbIACHUTH. OHa 3HAJA, YTO JyIla CUJISIIETO Mepen
HEW IOHOIM coBepmmiaa B Tene Mepkyna myremectBue u3 Tama B Cepame JlecoB, mpuuem
YyBCTBOBaJla ceOsi B 3TOM Teje O4YeHb HEyITHO. 3aech, B Cepame JlecoB, moa HaOmoaeHUEM
MpaBeHON OTIIENbHUIIBI Apabesibl, OHa BHOBb BEpHYJIach B HCTEpP3aHHOE TEJO, IMOCIE Yero
Hapmyn Kopui, Oor necos, Bo33Bai k cuiam CoHMa, U BMECTE€ OHU BEPHYIIH FOHOIIY K KM3HHU. JTO
ObLIO UCTUHHOE Yy/0: OT paH MOYTH HE OCTaJIOCh CIIE/a.

Tem He MeHee, UL Ha BTOPOE JIETO MOJIOION YeJIOBEK CHOBA 3aroBOPHII. 3a 3TO Bpems Spro
OTMETHUJIA, YTO JTyUIEBHBIE paHbl 3aKUBAIOT HE Tak OBICTPO, Kak TeyecHble. [loueMy oH cTpamaet?
Omna He 3Hana. OJIHAKO YTO-TO MOJICKA3bIBAJIO €, UTO ITOT YEIOBEK MOTEPsI Bce. Y HEro He ObLIo
NPUYMH KUTh Janbiie. OH MpOJOJIKaI KUThb, OTTOPOJMBIIUCH OT BCEro MHpa, CIOBHO B
HEBUIUMOM KokoHe. TakoBa Obliia ero BoJsl.

Spro compoBoxkaana €ro BO BpeMs A0ATMX MOporyinok. OHa THUXO IJbLIA PSJIOM, MOYTH
HEBUJMMas, a B BBICOTE HaJl MX T'OJIOBAMU KPYXKUJ KpacaBell coKoJl. [leHb, Kor/ia IoHOIIa 3ar0BOPUII
C HEeM, cTajl, HABEpPHO, CaMbIM CUACTJIUBBIM JHEM €€ >KM3HU. ['0JI0Cc ee cmyTHUKa ObUT CKPUITYYUM,
KaK 3BYK MEXaHH3Ma, KOTOpPHIM JAaBHO HE IOJb30BAIUCH, HO B HEM YXE CIBIIIAINCH MPEKHUE
MeBy4re HOTKH, U BCKOpPE OHa, 3a0bIB 000 BCEM Ha CBETE, YIIMBAJIACh 3BYKaMU €r0 TUXOH pedH.

Kak el HpaBuiioch BbI3bIBaTh Y Hero yiblOKy! Kak oHa Tpemerana, Korja OH 4yTh CKJIOHSUI
rojloBy Ha0OK, a MOTOM cMesuics — Tak 3apasutenbHo! U kak penko sto ciydanock... Ilpome
roBOps,, 3TO OBLI caMblii KpacUBBIM My)KUKMHA, KOTOPOTO €d JOBOJMIIOCH BUIETh B KHU3HHU, U
KaKJIbIN JIOMM ee OECIUIOTHOTO TeJjla JKaXK 1ajl JIUIIh OJTHOTO — IMPUKOCHYTHCS K HEMY.

Ja, oHa mpojact AyIly 3a TO, YTOObI MOIJIAUTh 3TH MpPsIMbIE JJIUHHBIE BOJOCHI, KOTOPbIE UX
oOnanarenb OObIYHO TYro CTSATMBAj Ha 3aTbulKe. My omiyTuTh, Kak Lapamaercs TeMHas LIeTHHA
€ro KOpPOTKO MOJACTPH>KEHHOH Oopoaku. Ho kyna cunmbHee ObUIO JIpyroe »ellaHue, KOTOPOE OH
OyauJ1 B HEM: JKeJaHUe MO3HaTh TalHbI €ro MPOLUIOro, KOTOPbIE OH IpSTajl I/1e-TO 0YeHb TITyOOKO.
Orta Jpa3Hslas TAMHCTBEHHOCTh B COYETAHUHU C JABHUM I0/103peHUEM — SIpro norajsiBajiach, 4To
KU3Hb I[PEKPACHOTO IOHOIIM IMpPHHsJIAa Takoil 000pOT u3-3a IKEHIIMHBL, — BOCILIaMEHsUIa
BOOOpaxeHue.

Msirkuii ronoc npepBai ee pa3MbIICHUS.

— MHue Hy»XHO, 4TOOBI THI CTala MOEH MOCTaHHUIIEH, noporas Spro.

MoJio10¥1 4enoBEK CHOBA IMPUJIOKUICS K Kpykke. Ciagkoe siroJHO€ BUHO, KOTOPOE OH MuJ,
HEKOTOPOE BpeMs OXJIaKJAJIOCh B OmKaifiieM pydbe.



— S Bcs BHUMaHue, Top.

Huuto B MmeurarenbHOM, OarokarouieM rojoce SIpro He BbAABaJIO BOJIHEHHUS, KOTOPOE
oxBatwio ee. Emie HeMHOro — u TaiiHa, KOTOPYIO OHa MBITaJach y3HaTb BCE 3TU Tojbl, OyAer
packpbITa.

— Torpa teGe mpuaercs BbICIyIIaTh MOW pacckas, a MOTOM Tbl OTHPABUIILCA HA TOUCKH
HY)KHBIX MHE Jojied. B0O3MOXXHO, 3TO OTHUMET HeMalo BpeMEHH. MHE HYKHO, 4TOOBI ThI
noHabroana 3a HUMH. A KOTrJa MOYYBCTBYEILb, YTO MOMEHT HAacTajl — a Thl 3TO HENPEMEHHO
MOYyBCTBYELIb, — JOCTaBUIIbL X B TammuHop. U emie: Thl 10JKHA UX TIPEAYIPEAUTb. . .

Spro npormbLIa 0 KOMHATe.

— A 0 4eMm s JI0JDKHA UX NpeaylnpekaaTh?

— Ckaxy uyTb [103Ke, — CKa3aJ OH U IPOBEJ JIaJ0HBIO IO BOJIOCAM.

[locnanHuIa OTMETHIIA, YTO OH BBIMJISAUT yCTaldbiM. BO3MOXHO, CAMIIKOM MHOrO 4uTaji. A
MOXKET OBITh, y HEr0 MPOCTO HECHOKOWHO Ha ayme? TpyaHo cka3aTh. OcTaBajloch TOJIBKO IUIBITH
CJIEJIOM, XOTSI OH C/IeJIaJl JIMIIb HECKOJIbKO IIaroB K OkHy. CrloCOOHOCTh FOHOIIM HE J€JIaTh JIUIIHUX
NBWKEHUM Topakana. Ha ¢one mpuiaromero 3akarta ero xXyzaomasas (urypa kazajiach TEMHBIM
CHIIY?TOM. MoJioiol 4esoBeK Moj4ajl, coOupaschb ¢ MBICISIMU, U SIpro moip3oBajach 3TUMH
MTHOBEHHUSIMHU THINWHBI, YTOOBI JIMITHUKA pa3 MoJ000BATHCS KPaCOTOM €ro CTPOMHOTO Tena. DTO
teno npusesnu B Cepaue JlecoB M3yBeueHHBIM U MEPTBBIM.

Jluce mpusBana Spro, xorga Topkun ['mHT BepHyncs k xu3Hu. CioBa, KOTOpbIE CKa3aia
Jluce, na3nauas ee CnyrHuneil TopkuHna, SIpro nomMmHuIa 04eHb XOPOLLIO.

— Ero teny Hy)KHO MHOTO BPEMEHHM, YTOOBI CTaTh MPEKHUM. A naymie — u Toro Oosbuie. OH
Oyner TtpeboBarb: «OcTtaBbTe MEHsS B mokoe». Ho s xouy, 4ToOBI THI cTana ero APyrom. ITOT
YeJI0BEeK — Halla caMas 0oJibpliasi LeHHOCTh. JIumb eMy 1o cuiiam ononets Oprnaka. He Toponucs.
BrI ¢ cokonoMm — ero noanepxka u onopa. [locrapaiitech pa3sroBOpUTh €ro, paCCMEIINTh, 3aCTaBbTE
paccka3aTh 0 MpouioM. BMecTe Bbl HCLEINTE €ro AyIly.

DTO 3aHsI0 YETHIPE roja.

[Tonauany Top nmenman Bupa, Oyaro He 3ameuaeT cBoio CnyrHumy. fpro 3Hana, uro Top
OeceqlyeT co CBOMM COKOJIOM, 0OMEHMBASICh C HUM MBICIISIMU, U OOJIbIlIe €eMy HUKTO He HyXeH. Ho
oHa He cmaBanachk. JJapmyn Kopun u Cepane JlecoB BepHyiu uckaiedeHHOMY Teiry Topa mpexHIo0
kpacoty. OrtmensHunia Apabeinna, Bropas u3 [lamaauaoB, cBsizanHas ¢ Topom, MHOTO HeIEb
yXa)kxuBaJja 3a IHoIeH, oka Morydee BoiedcTBo Cepaua JlecoB Bo3Bpaliaio ero K KU3HH.

U xorna Top, HakoHel, ouHylics, 3T0 Obu1a pagocth U st Cepana Jlecos, u ero oOuTaTeNnei.
EnBa okpenHyB U BCTaB Ha HOTH, OH MOKUHYJ yOeXHILEe U HallpaBWiICsA KyAa riasa TisgiaT. Spro
nocienosana 3a HuUM. OHa 3Hana, yto Jlec cam Beaer Topa, 0JJHAKO CaMOI0 IOHOIY, Ka3aJocCh,
HuuTOo HE OecmokoutT. OH mpocTo Opoami, a HeBaajeke, Kak oObryHO, mapun Kmyr. B omun
IpeKpacHblil 1eHb Top BbIOpaJl MECTO HA Kpar POLIUIIBI, T€ MPOTEKal KPOIIEYHBIH pydeek, U
MOCTPOMJI 3TO CKpoMHOe uiuie. OH 1oObiBan cede ey TeMm, YTO OXOTHIICSA, cOOMpain AroJsl U
IUIOJBI M JIaXKe caMm Jenan BUHO. BOT yxke yerBeproe JeTo 3[eCh HE MNOSIBUWIOCH HU OJIHOTO
4esloBeKa, KpoMe Apaleubl.

Spro 3Hana, yro cepaue Topa nepenoiaHeHo ckopObro. Kak yacTo eil xorenock, yToObl OH
MPUOTKPBLI JABEPILY, 32 KOTOPOH CKpbIBaiach 3Ta 00Jib, U XOTb HEMHOTO OOJIErYUTh €My HoIly!
[Toxoxe, Bpemsi mpuuuio. Top yCTpeMuia B3IV B OKHO, IOCMOTpEN Ha COJIHIE, KOTOpOE
OTYCKaJIOCh 3a JIEpeBbs, U 3aroBopuil. Ero rosoc, 0ObIYHO MATKHIA U EBYIHH, CIIOMAJICS.

— MHe 60JIbHO BCIIOMUHATh O TOM, YTO TOTa MPOU30LLIO.

Spro HU4ero He OTBETHIIA.

Top momoTas ronoBoil, codbupasich ¢ CHJIaMM, CHOBA OITYCTWUJICS Ha CTYJ, BBITSHYJ CBOU
JUIMHHBIE HOTH U CKPECTHJI UX B LIUKOJIOTKAX, IOTOM HAIOJHWI KPYXKKY M Hayal paccka3. Briepseie
OH TI03BOJIMJI c€0€ BHICTPOUTH B €IMHYIO LIETIOYKY COOBITHS, KOTOpBIE IIpUBeIn ero k rudenu. Ho He
9TO 3aCTAaBWJIO €ro0 3arOBOPHUTH O mponuioM. Yto-to mpomsonwio B Cepaie Jlecos. [lan eme oann u3
[TamaguHOB.

BbonbHee Bcero ObUIO BCIIOMUHATH paHHHE ToJbl. Top 3HAN, YyTO Tak OyJIeT U eMy OYeHb U
OYE€Hb ITOMOTJIO TO, YTO OH OBLI IIbSIH — BTOPOM pa3 B ku3HU. OH TOBOPUIT HECKOJIBKO YacOB, BpeMs



OT BPEMEHHM 3allMHAasICh; NHOTJA CJIOBAa MIPOCTO HAJETaJ W JpYr Ha jApyra. Slpro mMomuana, ¢ TpyIoM
3acTaBisis ceOsl IOBEPUT.

Top roBopui THXO, HO €r0 CJIOBA I'Y/IEH Y HEe B yIIaX, TOUHO KOJIOKOJI, @ KAPTUHY Ka3HU OHa
yBUZeNa Kak HasBy. Top mpu3HAJCs, YTO MOJ KOHEL Y€ HHYero He 4yBcTBOBajl. OH cMOTpen Ha
ce0sa rmazamu Mepkyna, OH BHUJIEN, KaK M3 €ro COOCTBEHHOI'O Tella YXOIUT >KM3Hb, U 3HAJ, YTO
Jylia, yMUPAIOLIasi B 3TOM TeJe — 3TO JIylla ero y4uTels.

— OH oOMaHbIBaJI MEHS, Urpajl MHOM, KaK KyKJIOH, KOTOPYIO JEpraroT 3a HUTOYKH, a IOTOM
OT/AJI 32 MEHS J)KM3Hb, — IPYCTHO npousHec Top.

Spro 6blna roToBa paspeliaThCs, Koraa Top npusHaics B CBOEM IMOCIEIHEM MPEAATENbCTBE.
OH cHOBa mpenman DIuCCy, CBOIO BO3IOOJICHHYIO. BmepBeie OH ciaenan 3TO, COTJIACHBIIHCH
oTnpaBuThes B Tasl v cTaTh Y4eHMKOM MPUJBOPHOTO Jekaps. Bo BTopoil pa3 — korja octaBuil €€ B
necy. OH npenan ee a000Bb U JI0BEpHE, COOOIIMB €M, UTO X HOBOPOKJIEHHBIN CbIH YMEp... U HU
CJIOBA HE CKa3aB IIPO BTOPOTo peOeHKa.

— Ho sTa ka3Hp ObuIa XyALIUM IpeaaTenbcTBOM, Spro. Dmucca Bujena, kak g ymupatro. OHa
BHJIENIA, KaK MOsI T'OJIOBA PacKoJioylach, CJIOBHO Mepe3peliblii PpyKT, KOrAa s BUCENl Ha KpecTe, U
naigay Opocan B MeHs kaMHU. OHa uW3IMBajga Ha MEHS NOTOKM CBOEW JIIOOBM M IUIAaKajga OT
OTHassHUA. A MOTOM, yKe B Tene Mepkyna, Korja s CTOJKHYJICS ¢ HEeW... Sl Mor aarh el 3Hak...
XOTbh KaKOM-TO... HO He cTall. Sl mpocTo Mo3BoJImII cede elle pa3 npeaath ee.

— He cTout xoputh ceosl.

OTo ObBUIM MPOCTO CJIOBA, HO €1Ba Ipou3Hecs HuX, fpro ucmyraiack. 3a 3TU ToJbl OHA
MIPUJIOKUIIA CTOJIBKO yCuinid, 4ToObl Top cHOBa npuiien B ce0s, — U Bce 3TO OyJeT HalpacHo, BCe
YTOHET B 3TUX MbSHBIX CJ€3aX pacKasHUs, eciu oH ciomaercs. [loxanyi, aydiie moroBopuTh O
JIPYrOM.

— A Temnepb Thl OOBSICHUIL, YTO S IOJDKHA ClIENaTh?

Top He kosebaics.

— Tsl nomxHa ux Haiitu. Coppenb, MOEro chiHa, MO0 104b. [IpuBean ux ko Mue, Spro.

— Jymaems, Bpems npunio? C 4ero Thl B3s1?

— CeroiHss yTpoM B paBHOBECHM CHJI 3TOIO MHpa YTO-TO H3MEHUJIOCh. Pa3Be Tbl He
MO4yBCTBOBaNA?

— S cnprmana, kak cronet Cepane Jlecos, — orBeTriia Spro.

— 5 4yBCTBYI, Kak OHO pbIIaeT B OTYasHUM. OJTO O3HAyaeT Tulenb elle OJHOro W3
[Mananunos. U ewie s mouyBcTBOBal, Kak TopkecTByeT Opinak. MHTepecHo, a mou aetu? Msl Bce
cBs3anbl ¢ Cepauem Jlecos. Jlymaro, OHU TOXKeE JOJKHBI 3TO YyBCTBOBATH, I 1€ ObI HM HAXOJMIIKCH.

Spro He moHsana Hu cinoBa. Ho teneps sicHO, yero oH oT Hee xoyeT. OHa MpOIUIbLIA YyTh
BIIEpE/1 U TeNephb MOKaYMBaJIach B BO3yXe NMpsAMO nepea Topom.

— 3Ha4uT, g JOJDKHA YUTH?

— Jla. Haiinu ux. JIuce ymeer npoxoauTh yepe3 NopTayibl U OTKpoeT Tedbe myTh. V. Haiiau
moux neredl. Kamuu Opponbra mpuBenyT Te0s K HUM, OHHM OyayT 3BaTh TeOs. S mepenman ux
Coppenu, Korja oHa yIja ¢ MOMMH JE€TbMH... — Top mepeaepHys Iuiedamu. — S 10 cux mop He
3HAI0, YTO MPEJCTABIISIIOT cOO0M 3T KaMHU. B cBoe Bpemst oTell oT/ian UX MHE U CKa3all, YTO OHH
HUMEIOT OTPOMHYIO [IEHHOCTb.

— W 910 5 moymKHa cKa3aTh, €CIIM HAWIY 3TUX JTIOACH?

— Korpga b1 ux Haiineus, — nonpasui Top. — Ckaxews Coppeny, 4To 5 IPOLLy €€ BEPHYThCA
B TammHop BMecTe ¢ neTbMu. UTo oHM HYX)HBI MHE. [Ipomty Te0s, nocnemu.

— MoskeT OBITh, MHE CHa4ajia IocoBeToBaThes ¢ JInce?

— S ¢ Heit yxxe coBetoBasics. OHa paspeniuia 1aTh Tebe 3TO MOPyICHHE.

Spro moiiya napuiia B BO3/ayXe, OKpyKeHHas nepenuBamu csera. OHa Obliia oneuaneHna. Top
3HaJ 3TO, HO 6e3 moMo1u fpro emy 66110 He 00oiTHCh. Bpems paboTano npoTUB HUX.

Korpa ona, HakoHel, 3aroBopuJia, €€ roj0c ObLI OJIOH TPYCTH.

— B takom citydae s Te0s1 MOKHa10.

— I TBOM OJIKHUK, Spro, — nmpousHec Top.

Eme Hexotopoe BpeMs OH cMOTpen, Kak cusiHue CIyTHULIBI MEPKHET... M0Ka, HaKOHell, He



yracjio COBCEM.

Top paccesaHo 6apabaHWI TaNbIIAMU IO KOpemnikaMm KHUT. Yto Tam ckpbeiBaercs? OH CHOBA U
CHOBA JIOMaJl HaJ 3TUM TrojoBy. ['0TOBS MOBO3Ky, KOTOpasl 1oJkHa Oblia oTBe3TH Teno Topa B
Cepnue JlecoB, Mepkya ciloXuil Ha Hee caMmble II€HHbIE M3 CBOMX KHUT. Temepb, CHOBa
BEPHYBILUCH K )KM3HU U MOCEIUBIINCH B CBOEM OTIIEIbHUYbEM JOMHUKE. TOp C HKaJHOCTHIO YUTAJ
UX OJIHY 3a APYTOM.

U TonpKO K IBYM TaK U HE MPUKOCHYJICS.

[Ipo sty xkHurn Mepkyn He 3HaN. Diucca oOHapyxkuia X B noxazemenbsx KapemOormia u
yHecna ux B Cepaue Jlecos, koraa um ¢ TopoMm ynanock BeipBatbes U3 jan MukBuzutopa ['oTa.

CrpaxxHuku Bce-Taku cxBatuiau Topa um Dmuccy. 'oT TopkectBoBan. Ho OecueHHble KHUTH
ObLTH crmaceHsl Onaromapsi ocnuky no kinuwdke Kerait. He mpuBiekas k cebe BHUMaHHS, OCIIHMK
CKpBLJICS B JIECY, & KHUTH JIEKAJINU B CyMKe, IPUTOPOUEHHOM K €ro cellly.

Top He mpexacraBisl, KakuM oOpa3oM OHM oOKazanuch y Hero. Korga oH ouHyics,
ucuenenubiii Cepaiem JlecoB, OHM MPOCTO JieXKanu ¢ HUM psiioM. B Toscteix dommantax Mepkyna
paccka3bIBaioch, Kak YIpaBJsATh CHJION BOJIIEOCTBA; 3TO OYapOBBIBAJIO, MHOrja myrajio... Ho
KHHUTH, HaliieHHble Dnuccoil, — [Iucanus Hanaka — Baymamu Topy Hacrosmuii yxkac. C MOMeHTa
CBOEr0 BOCKpEILECHHUS IOHOLIA HU pa3dy HE OTKpPbIBAJI 3TU KHUTHM: OHHM HAallOMUHAIU 00 Diucce.
Temeps Dnmcca cUUTAaeT €ro MEPTBHIM... DTa MBICIH MOPOW CTAaHOBUJIACH HEBBIHOCHMOU. Topy
XoTenoch HaBcerna 3a0biTb o0 TpuenunctBe. Ho sta Jluce... becnokoiicTBo, kKoTOpoe oOHa
BbI3bIBAJIa, CHOBA 0XKMJIO B HEM. HecoMHEHHO, y Hee ecTh 11elb, K KOTOPOIl OHa CTPEMUTCS U BEJET
UX BceX 3a coOOH... BepHee CKa3zaTh, TAalIUT. Top 3HaJ, YTO MOJKET I0JIaraThCsl Ha €€ MOMOIIb U
COBETbI, HO TEPIETh HE MOT, KOI'/Ia UM IBITAJIUCH YIPaBIsITh, HE OCTaBIsis BbiOOpa. OH MOYTH He
COMHEBAJICS, YTO KHUTH — 3TO YaCTh KAKOT'0-TO XUTPOYMHOTO 3aMbICJa.

«/la mpoutu THI UX», — nocoBeToBasl KityT, KOTOpBIM cuaen modin3octy Ha xepaouke. OH
TOJIBKO YTO MOOXOTHJICS U TENepb YUCTHII CBOM MOIIHBIN KiIt0B. HaBepHO, BBIMOTPOIINIT KAaKOTO-TO
HECYaCTHOTO 3BephKa — 3peiuile, OT KoToporo Topa 6pocaiio B IpOXKb.

MoJio10¥1 OTIIENBHUK MPOBEN MajblaMu M0 OJeIHON HUTKE LIpaMa, MEepeceKaroliero Joo.
Cnen xamHs, elle OJHO INevalbHOEe HamoMuHaHue. Bce, uepe3 4To eMmy J0BeNOoCh MPOMTH, CHOBA
BOCKpecCIIO B maMsTu. Tenepb BbIOOpa HET: BIEpea U TOJIbKO BIeped. Top OTKpbUI MEPBYIO KHUTY U
BHE3AITHO YJIOBUJI JIETKHUI apoMar jJaBaH/Abl U (UaIOK. 3anax BUCE B BO3YyX€ JHUIIb MTHOBEHHE, HO
3TOro ObLIO AocTaToyHO. Onucca... OHa OblIa MOCiEqHEH, KTO JUCTall 3TU CTpaHUlbl. Top
OTYasIHHO TBITAJICS CHOBA YJIOBUThH 3HAKOMOE OJlaroyxaHue, HO OHO yKe pacrasiio 0e3 ciena.

[Tponwto 6ombiie vaca, a Top Bce cMOTper Ha TIEPBYIO CTPAHUILY, HO HE BUIEII HUYETO, KPOME
JuIa cBoel Bo3moOsieHHol. HakoHel oH Havyasl 4YuTarth.

NhaBa 3
MpouweHune

Onucca Obuta cuacTiivBa. Takol cuacTIMBOM OHa YyBCTBOBaja ceOs JIMIIb OJHAXAbI — B
Cepare Jlecos, mocie cBanp0bl ¢ TopoMm. Temneps B ee )KU3HU HAKOHEI-TO MOsBUIIACH 11enb. PaboTa
JUYHOM moMoInHulbl Ee BenuuecTBa OTHMMalla HEMaJIO CUJI M BPEMEHH, W Jiucca Obula MOYTH
MIOCTOSIHHO 3aHsTa... HO 3TO ObUIa Ta caMas IOYBa, Ha KOTOPOW €€ CIIOCOOHOCTH paclBETaIH
IBIIHBIM 11BeTOM. K TOMy ke JieByllika o4eHb NpuBs3ajiach K koposieBe. HecMoTps Ha pa3Huily B
BO3pacTe, 00e >KEHIIMHBl HaXOJWJIM CMEIIHBIMH OJHU U T€ K€ BEllM, 00€ HE HCHBITHIBAIM HU
Masleiiero yBaxkeHus K (opMalbHOCTSIM — Ipu ToM, yTo Hailipusi Bcerma nepskanach Tak, Kak
nojo6aeT koposieBe, U HUKaK nHaye. Ho oHa 3Hana TOJIK B XOpolIe HIyTKe, U HaeAUHE APYT C
JIPYroOM KEHIIMHBI TO3BOJISUIM cebe moBecenuThest oT aymu. W ecnu Haiipus He yxunHama B
oO1iecTBe cynpyra, TO IMEHHO DJIMCca pa3ziessiia ¢ Hei Tparesy.

B cBoto ouepenpy Ee BennuecTBo oOHapyxkuia, YyTO €€ HOBas MOMOIIHHIA TPYyI0J00UBa,
yMHa, MPOHULATENbHA U MACTEPCKU Iepepa3HUBAaET HEKOTOPHIX MPUIBOPHBIX, Ybe pabosenue
BBIBOIMII0 Haitpuro u3 cebs. M 3To ObuIo anexo He Bce, UTO OHA y3HAJIA O JIEBYIIIKE 32 BPEMS dTUX



BEUEpHUX Tpame3. Jlumb aBe TeMmbl cUMTanuCh 3akpbIThiMU: TopkuH ['mHT m Jlopuc. Bopouewm,
MOCJICTHIOI0 KOPOJIeBa cCOOMpaach MOIHATH B camoe OJmKaiiiiee Bpems.

Dnycca HUKOI/Ia HE TOBOpUJIa O CBOEM Bo3ioOieHHoM. Halipust Tak 1 He cMorja BbITSHYTh
U3 HEEe HHU CJI0OBA, HO MHOIO paccKaszbiBaja 00 yueHHMYecKux rojgax Topa M 3aMeyana, Kak
3aroparorcs riasa y ee nomouiHuibl. Kak xanb, 4To 3Ta npesiecTHas JEBYLIKa MPOBEia CTOJIbKO
JIET, HE TMOoJTydas HUKAKUX BECTEeW OT JIIOOMMOTO, U TENEph BhIHY)KJ/IEHA y3HABaTh O €ro >KU3HHU OT
OpYrux Jtoei!

K kopomto Dnrcca oTHOCKIACh € MMOYTH OTKPBITON HENPHUSI3HBIO, XOTS YAUYUTH €€ B TOM HE
Moria gaxe cama Haitpus. Henmpusisue? Het, ckopee nensHoe mpe3peHue. ITO OECIOKOUIIO
KopoJieBy. B camoM Jniene, Kak TSDKeNo, KOTJa MEeXAY IBYMsSI CAaMbIMU TOPOTUMH JJIsl T€0s JTIObMU
HA4YMHAIOT JIETETh UCKPBI, CTOUT UM TOJIbKO OKa3aTbCsl B OJHMX cTeHax! B mpocTtopHOif 3ame 310
elle MOKHO IepeHecTH, HO B KomHare... Jlopuc nenan Buja, OynTo HUYEro HE MPOUCXOJAUT, HO
KOpOJIeBa 3Haja, KaK eMy TPYJIHO.

PabGora Dnuccel B MajeHbKOM MIKOJIE YKpemuia Bepy KOPOJIEBBI B CBOIO IOMOIIHUILY.
PeGsTuiky, xuByiue Bo ABOpLE, 000kKanu cBO0 yuuTenbHULy. OHM ¢ pajiocThio Mpuberaiyu Ha
YPOKH, KOTOpblE€ HaYMHAJIUCh Mocie o0ela, U M30 BCeX CHJI CTapajuch HopanoBath ee. Haiipus
TOXXKe panoBanach. Kakoe 310 ObUIO yIOBOJIBCTBHE — CIIyILaTh, KaK JETU PACIIEBAIOT XOPOM HWIIU
yuTaioT Beayx! MHorna onu nokaseiBasiv €l CBOM PUCYHKU U mponucd. KoHeuHo, pUCYHKU ObUIH
HE CJIMILIKOM MCKYCHBIMH, a IPOIMCH IPUBEIHU ObI B y’Kac IPUIBOPHBIX MMHUCLIOB, HO KOpoJieBa Oblia
CYACTJIMBA.

N Bce xe rmaBHOW moOemon Dnucchl ctan J)KWia — TOT caMblil MaJIbUMK, C KOTOPOTO BCE
Hayajoch. Manp4yran morepsul MaTh COBCEM PEOEHKOM, HO TENephb ONpPaBMIICS OT MOTPSCEHUS.
CTaHOBWIOCH SICHO, YTO OOTH OJIapWJiIH, HE TOJIHKO OCTPhIM yMOM. Halipus He cOMHeBanach: mepen
HEel 4YeNloBeK, KOTOPBIM pOKIEH BeCTH 3a co0oil npyrux. JKui yxe ymen 4uTaTh U MUCaTh, U
Dnucce ocTaBajioCh JUILb [IOMOraTh MaJbUUKy pa3BUBaTh CBOM JapoBaHus. LlenpiMu Beuepamu
OHM OBLIIM BMECTE, YUTAasi CTUXH, a IOPOU U COUMHSS BCEBO3MOKHbBIE UCTOPHH.

Jlpyx0a yuuTenbHMIIBI U y4y€HUKa Kperia, ¥ JKui, HaciaakJIasch CBOEH HOBOW >KU3HBIO,
npocto pacuseran. KoposieBa monsuia, 4ro B Dimcce IpOCHYyJach Hajaexkda crath marepbio. Ee
[0I0NI€YHAss MTHOBEHHO OCBOMWJIACh C POJIbIO cTapiueil cecTpbl JKuina U He TAroTUIach €10, HO C
HEJAaBHUX MOP B OTHOIIEHUH DJIMCCHI K MAJIbYMKY CTAJIO IPOCKAIb3bIBaTh YTO-TO MATEPUHCKOE. ..
IIPU TOM, YTO OH HEJIABHO BCTPETUJI CBOE YETHIPHAILIATOE JIETO.

HecomHeHHO, 3TH M3JI0OMaHHbIE, UCTEP3aHHbIE AYUIN CTAIM APYr U Apyra U JIeKapsMHu, U
cHanobbem. Koponesa Obuta noBosbHa. Eciu Obl Tosibko momuputh Imauccy ¢ Jlopucom! Torma
MOXHO OBUTIO OBI B3IOXHYTH CIOKOWHO. B rmyOmne nymm Haiipusi momospesana, uto Jlopuc
BOCXHIIIAETCS HE TOJBKO OJECTANIMMHU CMOCOOHOCTSIMH Onucchl. KOHas JKeHIuHA, JOCTHTIIAs
paciBeTa cBo€il KpacoThl... B cBou aBaauate yetbipe Dnucca Oblja, HABEPHO, CaMbIM MIPEKPACHBIM
CO3JaHMEM M3 BCEX, KOrJa-1u00 XOAMBIIMX O Kopuaopam jasopua. Jlroogum oOopaunBanuch u
cmoTpenu e B cien. OHa cBema ¢ ymMa BCeX MaXed M OPYKEHOCIEB, U €i ObUIO JTOCTATOYHO
HaMEKHYTh, YTOOBI 1000 M3 HUX OpOCHIICS BBIMOJHATH ee¢ mopydenue. [Ipu sTom Dnmcca He
CTpajajla HM TIIECIaBUEM, HU BBICOKOMEpHUEM, M 3TO ObUIO IMpesiecTHO. Bo3mokHO, OHa
JorajiblBajach O CBOEW MPUBJIIEKATEIBHOCTH, HO XOPOILIO 3TO CKpblBajia. Bmpouem... kakomy
MY)KUHHE, 4bsl KPOBb €II[€ HE OCThLIA, HE NOHPABUTCS MaJIeHbKasl, XpyIKas JIeBYIIKa C BOJIOCAMU
1BETa MeJa U OJIeJTHO-3€JICHbIMU TJIa3aMu?

JIrobomy. Bxirouas ee cynpyra?

Haiipus nocrapanace 0TOTHaTh 3Ty MbICHb. JIOpUC HUKOTJa HE 1aBAJl € IIOBOJIa YCOMHUTBCS
B CBOEH BEPHOCTH, M IOCJE CTOJIBKUX JIET Opaka OHU BCE €llle HaclakJaluch Jrobosbio. Her,
HUKakux comHeHui. Tem Oosee ceiiuac, korma ed mpeactout yoeauts Jlopuca caenatbs Diuccy
CBOUM JIMYHBIM cekperapeM. [lo mpaBzie roBopsi, KOpoyieBe HE XOTENOCh JiMIIaTh ceds olriecTBa
Dnucchl, KOTopasi K TOMY JK€ Tokaszana cebs mpekpacHo momomrHuiied. Ho crapuk-cekperaps,
KOTOPBI MHOTHE TOJIbl BEPON M IMPABJIOM CIIY’KHJI KOPOJIFO, CKOPONOCTHKHO cKoHuaincs. [loxoxe,
BO BceM Taiie 0oJibllie He HAlIETCsl HUKOI'O, KTO CMOYKET €r0 3aMCHHUT.



[ToTpsicenne ObUIO TaK BEIMKO, YTO DJMCCa HE MOTJIa 3TOTO CKPBITh.

— JInuHBIM cexkpeTapeM KOpoJist?

Haiipus cnenana riryOoKuii BIOX.

— Ja.

— 51 He cnpaBisitock, Baie BennyecTso.

— I[pexpatu, Dnucca! Trsl mpekpacHO 3HaENIb, Kak s IEHIO TBOIO momoilb. Ho celiuac T
6onbuie Hy)kHa Ero Benuuecty... — Haiipus notsiHynnack yepes CTOJ U KOCHYJIACh PYKU DJIUCCHI. —
[Tomoras emy, TbI MOMOTaenIb U MHe. THI JaXe He MPEICTaBIISCIIb, HACKOIBKO.

Habmronas 3a Dnuccolt, koposieBa OTMETHIIA, YTO CMSTEHHE CMEHSETCS HEIOBOJILCTBOM... a
MOXXET ObITh, NEBYILIKa IOKa3bIBa€T YTO HE ’KenaeT mnoBuHoBaThcs? IlpaBna, moka oHa JMIIb
MoJpKaJia CBOM MyXJIble T'YOKH.

— Kpome Toro, — nponomxkana Haiipus, — s Xouy, 4ToObI ThI MPOJOJIKANIA BECTH 3aHATHUS B
mkoje. Bo3amoxHo, Tebe cTOMT moaymMaTh O TOM, YTOOBI HAWTH ce0e TMMOMOIIHMITY U MOATOTOBUTH
ee.

— YT1oObI OHA 3aHs1a MOE MECTO?

— Her, — criokoiiHo oTBeTHIa KOpoJsieBa. — UToOBI OHA Tebe momMoraiia.

Hactynuno HenoBkoe monuanue. YToObl Kak-To onpaBiaTh €ro, Jiucca B3sila JJOMTHK XJieoa,
OTKyCHJIa MaJICHbKHI KYCOUYEK H MPHHSIIACH KEBATh.

— A BbI yke roBopuiiu ¢ Ero BenmuuectBoM? — HaKOHEI] CIIPOCHIIa OHa.

— Koneuno. 1 Jlopuc cka3zai, yto OyaeT mpocTo CYACTIUB NPUHATH TeOst Ha ciayx0y. Ckydarb
Tebe He MPUIETCs, HO sl yBepeHa: Thl OyecTsdlle cripaBullibcs. fI3Ha0, TeOe HpaBUTCS paclyThIBaTh
BCEBO3MOYHbIE KOPHAOPHBIE 3aroBOpbl. Cily’ka KOpOJIIO, Thl OKaXKEIIbCSI B CAMOMU T'yIlle COOBITUI.
OH OyzeTr nmpUCIyIIMBAaTLCSA K TBOUM CJIOBaM, 0OpaniaThes K Te0e 3a MOAEPKKOIA. ..

Dnucca 3Haia, 4TO KOpoJieBa TOBOPUT UCKPEHHE, U €€ Tep3aiu npoTuBopeuns. Eciau ckasars,
YTO y4yacTHE B JeJlaX KOpPOJIEBCTBA HE MPUBJIEKAET €€, 3T0 OynaeT j10xkKbio. Ho ciyXuTh yesnoBexy,
KOTOPOTO OHA HEHaBUIUT... [Ipu oaHOM MbIciu 06 3TOM ee Tpsciio. ToJbKO OJHOTO YeloBeKa OHa
HeHaBu/jena cuibHee, yeM Jlopuca. 9t1o 6611 MHkBU3UTOD ['OT.

Yro x, Tenepp ['oT MepTB. A CKOJBKO pa3 3a MEPBbII CBOM I'0Ji BO IBOPLE OHA JyMajla O TOM,
4yT00BI YOUTH KOpouisa? U cocuntars HeBo3MOkHO. Ho CakceH uyBcTBOBa €€ SipOCTh U MPU3bIBAI K
OCTOPOXHOCTH. DTUM HHMYEro He J0ObeUIbCs, TOBOPUI KIYK. 3ayeM YMNoJ00JAThCS TOMY, KOTO
ocyxJaenb? 3ayeM caMoil cTaHOBUTbHCS youiineit? Beab 3To He BepHet Topa. A youiicTBO KOoposis
— IpecTyIJIEHUE, 32 KOTOPOE NMPeAyCMOTpEHa Ka3Hb elle 0oJiee cTpalliHas, YeM paclsTHe Ha KpecTe
Y MOOMBaHNE KAMHSIMHU.

MoJioas *eHIIMHA IpeiCcTaBuja, KaKk BUCUT BHU3 IOJIOBOM, CO BCIOPOTHIM XKUBOTOM. Ee
BHYTPEHHOCTH BBIBAJIINCH HApPYXy, MOKPBITHI IBUIBIO, a COOAKH M BOPOHBI yXKe COOpaucCh
BOKpYT, MPEJBKYILIas MUPIIECTBO. .. DIHUCCY NEPEAECPHYIIO.

— He ymyckait ciywaii, Mos moporas, — MpOTrOBOpHMJIa KOpoJieBa. — XBaTail ero obOeumu
pyKaMH U Jiepku Kpernko. CKopo Thl 0OpeTellb HACTOSIIYIO BIacTb.

Koponesa 3aramna npixanue. OHa TOJIBKO YTO BBIJIOXKUIIA CBOM IJIaBHBIA KO3BIPb.

— Haiipus... — Dnucca HUKOTAA e111e He oOpanianachk K KOpoJieBe mo uMeHu. — Eciu Ob1 KTO-TO
yOuJI BalIero Myxa. ..

— Ho oH He ObL11 TBOUM MYXeEM, JI€BOYKa, — Iepeduiia KopoJjena.

Onucca npukycuia si3bik. OHa HE BBIJIACT CBOIO TalHY.

— Tem He menee. .. Uero Ob1 BaM XOTENIOCH, €ciii ObI KTO-TO YO Jlopuca?

— IlepBeIM MOUM jkelaHWeM ObUTO OBl YOHTH STOTO YeJIOBEKA, — HUYEro HE BBIPAKAIOIIUM
rojocoM oTBeTHsIa Kopojesa. — Ho 3arem s Obl 3agymanach. Oko 3a oko... [la, oTMmiienue — 3to
cinpaseymBo. Ho ¢ Topom Bce nnaue. Emy ObuIO TIpeabsiBiIeHO 04eHBb cepbhe3Hoe oOBuHeHUE. OH
coBepIIWII mpecTymieHne npotuB TammHopa. M oTHIOAP HEe 1O HeBeaeHHro. Kak s moHumaro,
nepesl OTBhE3ZAOM €ro Mpenynpexjiand, U HeogHokpaTHO. [lonumaemb, Top odeHb JrOOMIT
xeHIIMH... He comHeBaroch, Tl 00 3ToM 3Haemib. [lo Bcell crosiMie 3a HUM TSHYJICS XBOCT U3
pa3OoUTHIX cepAell, MOATOMY ObUIO elle BajkHee, YTOObl OH MOHsI ApeBHUE 3akoHbl KapemOoma u
MO TYMHUIICS UM. MepbI IPeI0CTOPOKHOCTH OBLITH IPHHSITHI.



Dnucca nmeyaibHO KUBHYIIA.

— Bamte BennuectBo... OH ciac MHE KU3Hb.

— U mHe Toxe. OTKPOBEHHO TroBOps, S MecTa ceOe He HaxoAuja M3-3a TOro, 4YTO €ro
MPUILIIOCH Ka3HUTb.

Eme oqHo moTpsicenue 3a 3To yTpo.

— Ho Torja noyemy Bl HE OCTaHOBWIJIM KOpoJisi, Baiie BenuuectBo? OHO Bailie CI0BO. ..

— 1 merranace, quTsa moe. Slymonsna ero. Bee 6e3 tonky. Jlopuc cTpeMHUTCs MATH IO CTOTIaM
cBoux npeaxoB. OH — XOpOIIHi KOPOJIb U JTOOPHI YeJIOBEK. YBEPEeHA, OH CUMTAJ, YTO UMEHHO TaK
U CJIEI0BAJIO MOCTYMUTh... XOTS BPsA JIM OH MOT CIIaTh CIIOKOMHO IOCJE TOTO, KaK OTIPaBUJ Ha
CMEpTh ueloBeKa, K KoTopoMy Obl Tak npuBszaH. [lo kpaiinelt Mepe, MHe Tak Kaxetcs. Ka3Hus
Topa, oH moTepsu1 CBOEro Jy4liero apyra. Mepkys yexana U3 CTOJUIIbI IOYTH Cpa3y MOCie Ka3HU.
Ota nortepsi — Kak 3UAIOIIas MYCTOTa, KOTOPYI0 HEBO3MOXKHO 3alOJHUTH. Sl HUKOMY 00 3TOM He
roBopuiia, kpome te0s, neBouka Mosi. Eciu 661 Jlopric MOr mOBepHYTh BpeMs BCISATh, OH HPUHSIT
OBl Ipyroe perieHue.

Koponesa nocmoTpena cBoeil 1oHOW cobeceHuIle MPSMO B TJla3a U KPENKO CKajla el pyky,
CJIOBHO >K€J1asi MOJKPENUTh 3TUM CBOU CJIOBA.

— Mmue 0w X0Ten0Ch, 4T0OBI THI TpocTwia Ero BemmuecTBo... Kak 310 crenan Top mepen
CMEPTHIO.

BocnoMmyHanus HaxJIpIHYIU BHE3aHO. TOT yKacHBIN MUT, KOT/1a OHA YCJIbIIIAaia IPEKPACHBIN
rosioc Topa: «f mpormato Bac, MO KOPOJIbY. .. DIKMcca pa3phlaaiach.

— 51 He 3HAal0, KaK ero MpoCTUTh, — IPOILIENTala OHa.

— Jlait emy manc, — Haiipus oOHsiia cBOIO MOMOIIHMILY, yremas ee. — M Thl Bce moiimenis.
[TonpoOyii yBUIETh B HEM BEJIMKOAYIIHOIO YEJIOBEKa, MyAPOTO MPAaBUTENs, KOTOPBIA JHOOUT CBOI
Hapoja. OH criocoOeH Ha cocTpananue, Jinucca. [loBeps MHE U TTpocTO nait emy manc. Bot u Bce, o
yeMm s Tebs mpoumry. Her, neBouka Mos, HE IPOCTO Mpolry — yMoJssito. Thl HyXkHa emy. A MHe
HY)KHO, 4TOOBI ThI HalllJIa B c€0€ CUJIbI U MOMBITANIACh 3TO CHENaTh.

Dnucca MMBITHYIa HOCOM.

— MeHsi myraroT 4yBCTBa, KOTOPbIE OH Y MEHS BbI3bIBAET, Bale BennyecTso.

— Tyt Heuero myratbcesi, — yeMexHysnach Haiipus. — [lonb3yiics umu. Jlopuc Oyzaer cuactius
YCIIBIILIAaTh B TPOHHOM 3ajl€ MHEHHE >KEHUIUHBIL. S U HE JyMalo, YTO Thl CMOKELIb IEPEMEHUTHCS 32
OJIMH JieHb. Sl mpocTo npoury Tedst nonbiTarbest. Cornamaiics. Bocnousb3yicst 3TOM BO3MOXHOCTBIO,
BOCIIOJIB3YHCSI MyJpO — U, BO3MOKHO, Yepe3 KaKOe-TO BPEMs CTapble paHbl HAYHYT 3a)KUBaTh.

Camble NpOTHBOpEUMBBIE YYBCTBA OOposuch B cepaue Omauccbl, n Hailpus pemmia
BMEILIATHCS B X0 3TOU OUTBBI.

— Top Hapymuia oHO U3 CBSILEHHBIX MPaBWJI U OTBETW MO BCEW cTporoctu 3akoHa. OH
MepTB, Dnucca. Thl MOXKEIIb CKOJIBKO YrOoJHO HEHaBHJIETh KOpOJis, HO Topa 3TUM HE BEpHEIb.
[TonpoOyii B3rNIIHYTH Ha BemM no-apyromy. Craenail yto-HuOyabp Takoe, 4rodsl Top Mor ToOOM
ropautbes. Cranp onopoi TpoHa. Thl MOMy4MIb BCE, YEro TOJIBKO MOJXKEIb MOXKENIaTh, — U JUIs
ce6s, u s Jxuna.

[Tpu ynomunanuu o J[xune o6e yapIOHYINUCH.

— OH mpocTto 4ymo, BepHO? — poOko crmpocmia Onucca. OH 6econobeH. S Buaena ero
yueOHbIe OETMHKY ¢ paTHUKaMU. Bunena, kak CakceH 3acTaBisieT €ro CTOSATh y ce0s Ha Iuieyax U
YUUT yAEp>KUBaTh paBHOBECHE, a MIOTOM XOJMUThH C 3aBsI3aHHBIMU IJ1a3aMH 110 BEPEBKE, HATAHYTOMI
HaJ| 3eMJIEH.

Dnucca paccMmesach.

— CakceH rOBOpHUT, UYTO 3TO TIOMOXKET €My CTaTh NepBbIM KIMHKOM KopoiieBcTBa, — ckaszana
oHa. — Ml coxpaHsTh paBHOBECHE. .. B JIIOOOW CUTYyaIlHH.

Vnwi0ka Haiipum crana 9yTth mupe.

— Hdymaro, y Jlxuia 6osbiroe Oyaymiee. Jlydmero npaiimM-oduiiepa OyneT TpyaHO OTHICKATh.

— BrI Tak mymaere?

— Ocnenu Teb6s Caet, neBouka! Heyxxenu Tbl cama He TOHUMAEIIb?

— 51 He cMero KenaTh I HEro CIMIIKOM MHOToro. Bel Tak mieapsi, Bame BennuectBo. Mbl



00a B nonry nepen Bamu.

— Heyxenu? Hy, Tak otnasaii nour!

Dnucca TMOPBIBUCTO BCKUHYNIA TOJIOBY, mocMmoTtpena Ha Haiipuio u cinoBHo oOmskia. OHa
MIPEKPACHO MOHSAJIA, O YEM UJET PeUb.

— Tak xak y Hac ¢ BO3BpallleHueM J0JIroB? — OUeHb MATKO cIipocuia KopoJiea TaminHopa.

W xoraa mpo3Bydasl OTBET — OJIHO-€AMHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO, — €€ CEpALEe PajoCTHO 3a0UIIOCh.
VIMeHHO 3TO0 CJI0BO OHA U OKKJaJIa yCIIbIIATb.

[Tocnennue HeckonbKo MecsueB Top mposen 3a uzydeHneMm kHur Hanaka. B Benukowm Jlecy
CTaJI0 MO-IpexHeMy Tuxo. Huuro He Hapyliano NpUBBIYHOE TEUEHHE KU3HU KOPOJIEBCTBA, HUYTO
He Hapymano paBHoBecue cwil. B Cepane JlecoB Bonapuiics mokoi... HO He B cepare Topa.

OH uyurtan ucroputo Opiaka U YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK IO Koke mpoberaer o3H00. Kyt nmonuman
€ro 4yyBCcTBa. B KOHIlEe KOHIIOB OH Hayal M0J0MBaTh CBOETO ApYra MOJEIUThCS HOBBIMU 3HAHUSIMH,
xoTs Jluce yxe ycrnena koe-uto emy pacckazarb. C Tex mop, kak Top BoCKpec, OHM HH pa3y He
ropopwin HU 006 Oprake, HU 0 TpueaUHCTBE, HU O T€X TPYAHOCTSAX, KOTOpbIE K AyT Brepeau. [loka
Knyt xenan numb ogHoro: uro0sl Top He Tepsan npucyrcTBus ayxa. B urore Moso1oil oTmienbHUK
Hacnaxjancs crokoiicteuem u yeauHnenueMm. Ho Kiyry Obuto He 3aHuMmatrhk TeprneHus. OH ObLI
ypoxeHiieM Popkbens; ecTb Beld, KOTOPbIE BXOJAT B KPOBb U IUIOTh U HE UCYE3AOT OT TOr0, YTO
ThI IPEBpATUJIICS U3 YesloBeka B NTHIly. Ho Tenepb MpHILIo BpeMsi IOTOBOPUTb.

«3Hauut, [TanaguHel — 370 U30paHHUKU XPAaHUTEIbHUIIBI HOPTANIOBY, — Havan Kiyr.

«a. I3 Bcero Conma TobpKk0 JIrice MOXKeT CBOOOIHO CTPAHCTBOBATH IO MUPaAM.

«IIponmomxaii».

«Cnydaercs, 4TO MHPbl IPUXOJIAT B CONPHUKOCHOBEHHE. MecTo, Izie 3TO IPOUCXOAMT,
HasbiBaeTcs llomsHol wim IIpocexoil, U TaMm OTKpBIBAaeTCA 4TO-TO Bpoje nmpoxona. Ha omHoin u3
TaKMUX MOJISH ¥ noxuTtuiu Opiakay.

Top akKypaTHO CJIOKHJI KHUT'H 0OpaTHO B CYMKY.

«W uto T 06 3TOM AgyMaenib?» — Kyt cieren Ha 3eMIII0 M MOBEPHYII T'OJIOBY, MPUCTAIBHO
TJIS]I51 KEJITOBAThIM I'JIa30M Ha CBOEro Apyra, KOTOPbIN CHAEN, IPUCIOHUBIINCH K JIEPEBY.

«Hy... [lucanne Hanaka noareep:aaer Hamu nogo3penus. Mepkya u Coppelnb — nprueMHbIe
poautenu Opinaka B 3ToM Mupe. [locne Toro kak Opiak npeBpatui 1'0JIICTOYH, HbIHE U3BECTHBIM
kak Kapembom, B rpyany pyuH, CoHM cCBsi3ajl €ro CBOEH MOIIbIO, KOTOPYIO HamlpaBUJl depes
Mepkyna. Hanak, ouH 13 octaBiuxcs B )KUBbIX MacTepoB, Ob11 n30paH Xpanurenem [lanaauHos,
a camu [lamaauHbl MpenCTaBISAIOT JIECATh HApPOJOB, KOTOpbIE Korja-To Hacensuin KoposescTsa.
boru Hazenmim ux cnocoOHOCTHIO TBOPUTH BOJILIEOCTBO — ATOr0 TpeboBasia 3a/1a4a, pagud KOTOPOi
UX coOpaymy.

KiyT mienkHysn si3pIKOM — Tak OH BbIpakasl cBO€ 0J00pEeHHE ¢ TeX MOop, KaK CTal NTULEH.

«Mp1 3Haem, uyro Conm mnepeHec Opiaka B HEKO€ TailHOE€ MECTO, KOTOpPO€ HHUIZIE He
Ha3bIBaeTcCs, — mpojoipkan Top. — [ymaro, 3to He B Hamem wmupe. C Tex mop I[lamaguns
yAepKHUBaIOT ero Tam. Minu meitatorest yaepkarb. M3HauanbHO cTpaxkeil Obuio aecsth, HO Oprak
y>K€ COTHH JIET BEJIET C HUMU OOpBOY 1 MO0k aaeT OJHOTO 32 APYTUM.

«A Kak, o-TBoeMy, KHUTH okazainuch B Cepaue Jleco?» — cnpocun Kiyr. Kazanock, MoxxHo
ObUIO YBUJIETh, KaK MBICIM CTPEMUTENILHO IMPOHOCSTCS Yy HEro B TOJIOBE HAINEPETOHKHU JIPYyr C
JIPYTrOM.

«910 3aragka. Moxer ObITh, UX MocTaBuia Jluce... XOTs s HE MPEACTaBIAIO, CIIOCOOHA JIN
oHa nepeHectuch B TammuHop Bo miotu. CoyTHULEL Bpoje Spro — npocTo npu3paku, U NEPEeHOCUTH
IIpeAMETHI HE MOTYT. .. — Top noxai rmedamu. — He 3Haro».

«3T10 BCe Aena MuUHyBIIUX nHer. Ceityac Mbl 3HaeM, 4to [lamaanHbl BO3POKIAIOTCS.

«Bepmno. [loka y Hac ectb ThI, Conmnana, Apabemna, Cakcen, Kaiipyc u Camiementpo. Hanak
Ha3bIBaeT €Ill€ YeTBEphIX. S| HE MOTy TOYHO CKa3zaTh, KTO 3TO — JIIOJU WJIM KaKHe-TO Ipyrue
cymecTBa... Jhxyno, Temesunyc, @urruc, AOHTo».

Knyr 3anpsiran B ero cropony. CBsi3b MEXJy HUMU CTajla CUJIbHEe, U Top CibllIal MOYTH
KaXK/[yI0 MBICJIb CBOETO Jpyra.



«Hackonpko s BWXKy, MBI C Apabemtoir mocBsimieHsl TeOe. CakceH W MEHECTpesb
CamnemenTpo cBsizanbl ¢ Onuccoll. A Conmana u Kaiipyc? A gpyrue, KOTOpble IOKa HE
MOSIBUITUCH ?»

«Huuero He mory ckasatb. Jluce rosopuia, yto Kaiipyc — oxuH u3 [lamaguHoB, HO eMy
OTBeJZIeHa 0co0ast poJib, OYeHb BakHas. UTO 3TO 3a poib, OHA TMOKa He O0OBsICHUIA. BO3MOXXHO, H
cama He 3HaeT».

«A nouemy Apalesia He MyTELIECTBYET C HAMU, €CJIM OHA CBA3aHa ¢ TOOOM?»

«3Haelb, MEHS TOXKE 3TO yIuBIsUIO0. Jluce ckaszana, 9ro y kaxkaoro u3 IlamaanHoB cBos cuia
u cBos 3amaya. Korma s 3aroBopmi 00 3tom ¢ Apabeiiol, oHa COBEpIICHHO He yauBmiachk. OHa
CUMTAET, YTO CBOIO 33/1a4y YK€ BBHITIOTHIIIAY.

«Kakyro?»

«[loxenua Hac ¢ DIKUCCOM. .. mpocieauiIa, YTOObl MOS AyIlla BEpPHYJIACh B TEJO MOCIE Ka3HHU,
a 3aTeM IMOMOTJIa MHE HCIEIHUTHCA. A MOXKET OBITh, ATO emie He Bce. MoXKeT ObITh, OHA 3HAET O
KaKUX-TO JIPYTUX 3aJ[auax, HO He TOBOPHUTY.

«41 wyBcTBY10, UTO Apadesia TecHo cBsizaHa ¢ Cepauem Jlecosy.

KityT o3Byuns naBaue nogospenus Topa.

«He nymaro, yTo OHa 3aX0YeT MOKUHYTh 3TO MECTO... A MOMKET ObITh, IPOCTO HE MOXKET? —
3aMEeTHB, KaK IOHOIIA KAUBHYJ, COKOJI HE CTaJl pa3BUBATh ATY MBICIIb. — 3HACIIb, BOT YEro 5 TaK M HE
MIOHSJI: €CJIM MBI BCE TaK CBSI3aHBI, I0OUYEMY HE YYBCTBYEM U HE y3HAEM JIPYT Ipyra’

«dymato, co BpemeHem 310 nponsoiiaer. CBs3b JomKHA ObITh. MOXKET, OHA JacT o0 cebe 3HATh
B KakoM-To ocobom mecte? Mnm 4YTo-TO MOJDKHO MPOHM30MTH... uTo ee pazOymut. Korma mer ¢
MepkynomM 0OMEHUBAIUCH TEJIaMH, B KAKOH-TO MHT Sl TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MBI OOMSUTUCH 3HAHHUSIMU
Y OTIBITOM. DTO OBLJ TOJILKO MHT, HO S IPOYEIT €r0 MBICIIH. .. a OH, HABEPHO, MPOYEI MO,

«Panb1ie TeI HUKOTIA 00 3TOM HE TOBOPHIL, — Bo3mMyTuics Kiyt. — U uto b1 ipouen?»

«["oBopro Tebe, 310 ObLT TOJNBKO MHI. I mouyBcTBOBaI, uTOo Opliaka yIEp>KUBAIOT JIMILIb
@urruc u Temesuyc. Mepkya 3to 3Han. Cyng no ToMmy, kKak HenaBHO croHaso Cepaue Jlecos...
0010Ch, TETePb OCTAJICS TOIBKO OJIUH U3 HUX.

«A 49TO CIy4uTCs MOCIIE TOTo, Kak najaeT nocieanuit u3 [anaaunos?»

«Opnak ocBoboautcsi. Jluce cka3ajia MHE, YTO B SIPOCTH OH pa3pymuT TaquimHOp W Bce
okpecTHbIe KoposeBcTBa. OH coTpetr Cepaue Jleco ¢ nuima 3emnu. Opiiak MOYYyBCTBYET CHITY €r0
BOJIILIEOCTBA — JJake OOTM CUUTAIOT 3TO MECTO OCOOBIM. DTO OYAET MECTh MUPY, KOTOPBIA OTHSI Y
HEro XHM3Hb 0Ora, W YeJOBEKY, KOTOPBIH KyIWJ €ro MIaJCHIeM W 3aCTaBWJI JKUTh JKU3HBIO
CMEpTHOTO. BO3MOKHO, OH MONB3YeTCsl CllydaeM, 4TOOBI IMMOKa3aTh OOTaM CBOIO CHIy W JaTh
MOHATH, YTO Xa0C, KOTOPBI OH UM HECET, — 3TO HaKa3aHHE 3a TO, YTO OHU HE CMOTJIHU 3aIIUTHUThH
CBOErO MPUHIA.

Kyt Bckounn Ha mieuo Topy.

«Ho Mepkyn meptB, Top. Ha koro Opinaky oxoturbcsi? Ha KoM OH BBIMECTUT CBOIO SIPOCTH?»

Ha mMruoBenue crano ouenb Tuxo. Ob6a cobeceiHIKa YyBCTBOBAIU HEIOBKOCTh. Hakoner Top
OTBETHIT; €CJTM ObI OHM TOBOPWIIH BCIIYX, 3TH CJIOBA IMPO3BYYaIH OBl KaK TUXUH IIETOT:

«Ha muey.

«Ha te6e? Ho mouemy?»

«[Toromy uTO s cBsizan ¢ Mepkynom. Jluce mpenynpenuia, 4ro ero cmeptu Opriaky Oynmer
Majo. OH OOpYIIUT CBOM THEB HA T€X, KTO OBLI JOPOT MOEMY CTAPUKY».

«Moxer ObITh, MBI cMOXeM TebOs crpstath? Kcrtatm, mouemy Obl TeOe caMoOMy HE CTaTh
OXOTHUKOM?»

«Jlo xakux mop Bbl Oynere MeHs mpsTaTh, Apyr mou? Opnak npuzaer. B sTom MoxHO He
COMHeBaThcs. Bee, 4To HaM ocTaeTcs, — 3TO MOATOTOBUTHCS K 3TOMY Yacy. A 4TO KacaeTcs APYyrou
TBOEH uzeu... I — noObiya. Sl TOTOB cTaTh MPUMAHKOM, YTOOBI MOMMaTh OXOTHUKA B JIOBYLIKY.
Jluce cBena Hac BMecTe HE MPOCTO TaK, M HAaM HAJ0 MOHATH, Y€r0 OHA OT HAC XOYeT, YTO MBI
JOJDKHBI CAETaTh, OObEIMHUB HAIIM YMEHHS M 3HAHUS.

«A ecnu cripocuth camy Jluce? Jlymaemib, 3TO elie HUKOMY HE MPUXOIUIIO B TOJOBY?» — C
HECKPBIBAEMbBIM €XHJICTBOM OcBemomuIcs Kiryr.



«C me#t 310 He mpoiaer. OHa xoueT, YTOObI MBI BCE MOHIM camMu. Ecimm MBI 3amagum
MIpaBUJIbHBIE BOIIPOCHI, TO MOJIYYUM IPABUIILHBIE OTBETHIY.

«XO0po1I0, — COKOJI pacIpaBHJl KPbLUIbs, MEPEJETEeNl B CEPEAUHY IMOJSHBI U TEHepb CMOTpPEI
OTTyza Ha cBoero japyra. — Kak s monumaro, Tl ucuenmics, otupasui Spro Ha noucku Coppenu u
JIeTeH U caM PELInl OTIPAaBUTHCS B yTh. M uTo MBI OyzieM nenath?»

«Kak-to pa3 Jluce ckazama MHE OJHY 3arajJlodHyl0 Belllb... BIPOYEM, OHA YacTO I'OBOPUT
3aragkamu... 1 Tonpko ceiiuac BcnoMHM. OHa Bejesla MHE MCKaTh T€X, KOIO JIEFKO COOJAa3HUTh
BJIACThIO U MecThbl0. Brieuatnser, npaBaa? Hamek 10BOJIbHO TyMaHHBINH, HO MOKHO JIOrafaThCs, KTO
Oyzet GoJiblIe BCEX paJOoBaThCs HAIIUM CTPAJaHUsIM — MOUM U T€X, KTO MHE JJOPOI».

«Top, B Tebe ymupaet 3yOHO# Bpad. Twl 00mamaenip MOTPSCAIOIICH CIIOCOOHOCTHIO TAHYTh
JIOJITO ¥ MYYHUTENBHO. birke K nemy».

«9T10 )€ oueBUJHO, cyMacuienmas nruua. 'or! Kcantusa! Otoit oyapoBaTenbHO Mapouke
00JIbIIIE HEYETO TEPSTh, a BOT T0OUTHCA OHU MOTYT OYEHb MHOTOIO».

«Ts1 mpaB. I'oT — 3TO BoTUIOLIEHHE 3714, @ KCaHTHs — 1elKa B €ro pykax».

«0, Hert, Kiyt. Ona otHionp He nemika. Kcantus Bnageer Temubim MckyccTtBom. Eciiu Opiak
no0epercs 10 Hee ¥ 0CBOOOJUT OT apXajluTa, KOTOPBIA HE aeT el BOCIOJIB30BaThCSl CBOUM JIapoM,
HaM JIyduie ckeub Tasl caMmum, 4TOObl OHU HE YTPYKIAIHUCHY.

«Takum obpazom, MbI?...» — KiyT sSIBHO Hazaesuics ycIbIIaTh Y4€TKO CHOpMyIupOBaHHOE
MIpeI0KEHNUE.

«Mp1 oTnpaBisieMmcs uckathb ['ota. Uem Bpar Oimke, TeM JTydIie».

«Kax?!»

«A BOT 00 3TOM 5 MOKa TyMaro», — THX0 OTBEeTU Top.

«Kaxercs, s1 Te06st HE coBceM noHsuT, Top. Thl ckazan "mometum"?»

Cnyx y Knayra Ob1 He MeHee OCTpbli, 4eM Yy €ro JApyra, 4 IpPUTBOPSATHCS ObLIO
0€CCMBICIIEHHO.

«BoT numMeHHOY.

«A-a... — COKOJ NOTONTAJCS Ha BETKE, KOTOpas BHUCENa MOYTH Haja roysoBod y Topa, u
NPUHSJICS YUCTUTh KIIOB. Tak OH Jeman BCerja, eCM YyBCTBOBAN ceOsi HEIOBKO WJIM XOTEN
MPOTAHYTh BpeMs, YTOObI O AyMaTh. — Ml Kak IMEHHO MBI 3TO Oy/eM JienaTh?»

«51 He 3Har0, KaKO€ BOJIMIEOCTBO TO3BOJISIET BBIPACTUTE KPBUIbS, IPYKUIIIE».

«3HaYNT, JE€TaTh MPUACTCS MHE — 5 TIPABHIIBHO TTOHSI?»

«IIpaBmiibHO. A 51 Oymy T€Os COTPOBOXKIATHY.

«ScHo. 3HaunT, THI COOpAJICS €XaTh HAa MHE, KaK Ha JIOIIAIn.

Oty mmuiabKy Top mpennoyen ocTaBUTh 0e3 OTBETA.

«He coBceM, HO TTOUTHY.

Ha sToT pa3 oH BHO He mIyTHII.

«TB1 cHOBa coOMpaembes 3aHATHCSA 0OMEHOM nymi?» — mepecnpocun Kiyr, cioBHO HE mMor
MOBEPUTH COOCTBEHHBIM YIIIaM.

«4 yxe nepenocusics B Tel0 Mepkyza, — 04eHb THXO OTBETHI Top. — DT0 OyIeT mouTH TO Ke
camoe».

Knyr nmepecran unctuth neppsi. K Takomy moBopoty oH OB HE TOTOB.

«Top... korga Tel Bomen B Teno Mepkyna, ero ayma yxe ymepia B TBoeM Tene. M Tel 310
3HAI.

Top, KOTOPBIH 10 CUX TTOP CHJIEIN, TPUBAIHMBIIKCH K JCPEBY, BBIPSMIIICS W BCTAIL.

«Mmm croma, Kinyr»:

OH MPOTSHYI PYKY, ¥ COKOJI OIYCTWJICS K HEMY Ha 3aIsicTbe. TOp MOTIaail BEIUKOJICITHYIO
NTHUILY, BKJIAIBIBas B ATO NPUKOCHOBEHHE BCIO JIIOOOBH, BCE JIOBEpHE, KOTOPOE HCIBITHIBAT K
CBOEMY YAMBHTEIbHOMY npyry. FOHOIIA 3aroBOpHII CHOBA JIHUIIB IMOCIE TOTO, KaK IMOYYBCTBOBAJ,
gyro KityT ycrmokowusics, a ero Teiplie HEMHOTO pacciaaduiioch.

«Tp1 He ympewb. 51 MHOro myman o0 3toM, a motoM Hamen B [lucanusax Hanaka Takyro
¢dpa3y: "JIBoe moryt 3aHuMarh oaHO Teno". [loHnMaro, 3T0 MOXKET OBITh MPOCTO MBICIb, KOTOPAast



IpHILJIa KOMY-TO B TOJIOBY CTO JIET Ha3aJ U KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE IBITAJCS MPOBEPUTH, HO MHE
Ka)KeTCsl, UTO U3 3TOTO OYNET TOJK».

«Top, Moit moporoit aApyr, s 60IOCh HE 3a CBOIO kU3Hb. 1 onuH w3 [lamanunoB. OquH pa3 1
yKe ymep 3a Te0si, U, eciiu noTpedyercsi, CHOBa BCTPEUYCh CO CMEPTHIO, YTOOBI ThI JKUJ. ThI — 3TO
BCE, paJau 4ero Mbl cpaxkaemcsi. Bce 3T OeckOoHEUHbIE CKUTAHUS, MOCTOSIHHAs HEU3BECTHOCTD,
Y>KAaCHbIE UCHBITAHUS — BCE TOJIBKO Pajy TOTO, YTOOBI ThI )KMJI U BCTPETHII cBOIO cynp0y. Her, Top.
He nymaii, 4yTo g XOTh Ha MHUT 33JyMalOCh O CBOEH >KM3HH, €CIIU peub MoineT o TBoeh. S 6oroch
TOJBKO 3a TeOA. A Thl TOTOB PUCKOBaTh C000#, 4TOOBI MPOBEPUTH KAKYIO-TO COMHHTEIBHYIO
uner. .. S norpsacen».

Top noxHec cokona Ginke ¥ MOCMOTpEN eMy IpsiMO B Tiaza. KilyT ckiioHua rojioBy HaboK,
HO HE OTBEJI B3TJIS.

«He penait atoro, Top».

«Bepp MHE».

«[laBait xots O6b1 mogoxaem Jluce. OHa HanpaBuia TeOsl MO 3TOMY IMYTH, OHA MOJAOpOCHIIa
Tede 3Ty MbICIb... — B ToHe Kiyra mocnelnanack HaaeXia. — 3HA4MUT, OHA caMma YTO-HUOYHb
MIPETIOKUT.

«Het. Dancca He CMOXKET KUTh CIHOKOWHO, moka »xuB ['oT. Jluce ckasamna mue o0 stom. A
JIOJIKEH y3HaTh, rae Haxoautcess MukBusuTop. Eciu g 3To BBISICHIO, MHE caMOMYy OYJIET Jierye.

KityT cHOBa IIpBITHYJ IOHOLIE HA IUIEYO.

«TBoit Bpar — He ['oT. ThI HE HOKEH 3a0BIBaTh, KTO TBOM HACTOSIINNA MPOTHBHUK, HACTOSIIAS
yrpo3sa ais Bcex Hac. 1o Opumak!»

Top B310XHYIIL.

«Opinak noka He OOBSBUIICS, TaK YTO MPUJIETCS JOBOJIbCTBOBATHCS TEMH BparaMu, KOTOpbIE
ecTb B pacrnopspkeHuu. M BooOmie, s ke HE CKaszall, 4TO COOMparoCh YTO-TO HPEIIpPUHUMATH. S
IIPOCTO X0uy HaTh MTHKBU3HTOpAY.

«Xopoo. JlomycTuMm, s COTIACHIICS y4aCTBOBATh B 3TOM ypallKoOu... HET, B 3TON 0e3yMHOMN
3aree. I 4To mpuKaxkeulb AenaTh C TBOUM TEJIOM — XOJIOJECIOLIUM TEJIOM, U3 KOTOPOrO YXOAMT
AKU3HD?»

Jleno Bce-Taku CABUHYJIOCH C MEPTBOM TOUKHA. MOMEHT, KOTOPBIN HE CIIEI0BAJIO YIIyCKaTh.

«Cepaiie JlecoB cMOXKET Kakoe-TO BPEMsI COXPaHSITh MOE TEJIOM.

Top ObicTpo oOpucoBan cBoi miuaH. KiyTy He CTOUT HOrpyXarbCcsi B pPa3sMbILIUICHUS O
BO3MOXHOU rubenu. XBaTUT U TOro, 4yTo cam Top 4yyBCTBOBajJ ceOsl HE CIMILKOM YIOTHO IPH
MBICJIK O TOM, YTO €My CHOBa IPUJIETCSI IOKUHYTh COOCTBEHHOE TEJIIO.

«ymaro, Bce Obulo mpumepHo Tak: ['oT cOexan u3 JBOPLOBOM TIOPHMBI, U €My XBaTHJIO
HarJIOCTH SIBUThCS Ha IUJIOLIAAb, YTOObI IOTJa3eThb HAa MOIO Ka3Hb. B Toime Ha HEro HUKTO HE
oOpatusi Obl BHHMaHud. [loToM, HaBepHO, OH NOKHHYJ CTOJIMIY — OMNATH-TAKM CMEILABLIUChH C
TOJIIOW.

«Cornacen», — oTkiukHyncsa Kiyr.

«Jlaxxe ecau He nymarh O rHEBE KOPOJs... ['0T oJbkeH moHuMaTh: Xepek Opocurcs Ha ero
MOMCKH TIPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO 3a/I€Ta €ro ropaoct — a ¢ HuM u Bech "llut". OHM OymyT nckaTh
IMOYTEHHOTO MHKBU3NUTOPA, TOKA HE HAWIYT, U OTIPABATCSA PaAH 3TOr0 XOTh HA KPail MUPa».

«IIponmomxaii».

«5l momymain: kyna Obl s caM Ioexai, €clid Obl XOTeNl OKa3aTbCsl KaK MOYKHO Jajbllle OT
JIBOpLIAa U ero oouTareneii?»

«Ha ceBep, KOHEYHO.

«Bepno, Ha ceBep. Ho He kyma yrogHo. D10 AOKEH OBITh KaKOW-TO TIIYXOW yroj, Kyda
MHKBU3UTOPBl BpPSA JIM KOrJa-HUOyAb AoOupanuck. ['oTa CIOMIIKOM JIerKO Y3HaTh, TaK 4YTO S
COMHEBAIOCh, UTO OH PUCKHET MOSIBUTHCS B KAKOM-HUOYIb TOPOJIEN.

«Wnm 310 MecTo, I/ie HapyIIUTENU 3aKOHa YyBCTBYIOT ce0s BOJIBIOTHO, — moaxBaTmil Kiyt. —
MecrTo, r7ie yMeIoT JepkKaTh S3bIK 32 3y0aMU U HE JKaJyIOT BJIACTh IIPEIePKaIIX.

[To BooayIIEBIEHUIO IpYTra OH MOHSJI, YTO MO B TOUKY.

«Bot numenno! B riymu ['oT ymper co CKykHu. Y HEro CiIMikoM O0JbIIne anneTUThD.



Knyr cmonk. On gyman. YTtoObl HOHATH 3TO, HE HAZ0 ObUIO YMETh YUTATh €r0 MBICIIU: COKOJI
CTAaHOBMJICSL Ha OJIHY Jlally, KOT'/la IOrPYKajicsl B pa3MbIIUICHUS. DTa MpUBbIYKA Bcerjaa 3adasiisiia
Topa, 1 BepBbIe 32 MHOTO HEZEb OH TEIUIO YIbIOHYJICS.

«Hy, npyxwuie, 3T0 TBOM poaHbie mecTta. Kak mymaemb, rae Moxer cropstarbes [or? B
Popxbene?»

Kyt onyctun BTOpyto namy.

«Popkbenb 3aKkpbIT Uil BceX, KTO HE NPUHAUIEKUT Haulemy Hapoay. ['oty moTpebyercs
IIPOBOJIHUK, KTO-TO U3 MECTHBIX KUTeNIeH, nHaue oH 3a0iynutcs B ckanax. Ho s cormacen ¢ To00ii.
[Ipu ero ammerurax eMy HY)KEH LEIbIA TOPOJI, HA MEHblIee OH He coryacurcs. Ho Hu B Minarapr,
HU B €r0 OKPECTHOCTU OH HE BEPHETCS] — ATO CIUIIKOM PUCKOBAHHO... — OH OceKcs. — CKOJIBKO y
HAac BPEMEHH Ha IIOUCKU ?»

«Xouenb CKa3aTh, CKOJBKO BBIACPKUT Moe Teno? [[Ha nBa, a MOXET ObITh, U MEHBIIIE.
Hagepno, Hapmyn Kopun sto 3Haer. Jlaaii mozoBem ConmaHy U MOMPOCUM Oora JIECOB MPHUHSATH
Hacy.

Kyt 3axmonan KpbUIbsIMU U [IEpEIETEN Ha CBOIO JIIOOMMYIO BETKY.

«Jlymaro, eMy 3TO HEe OHPABUTCSDY, — 3aMETHUII OH.

«dapmyn Kopun xouet cnactu Cepane Jlecos, Kityr. OH HaMm moMOKeT».

«JIlagHo. Pa3 yX Thl pemmnia CTOSATh Ha CBOEM... Jlydmiee, 4To s MOTY IPEIJIOXHUTh — 3TO
Kapanyn».

«IlepBbIii pa3 CIbILIY».

«Ero xurtenu craparorcs, 4TOObI PO UX TOPOJ] CIBIIIATN MOpeXke. ITO TOProBOE MOCEICHHE.
Hy, npo KupakaButo Tbl, KOHEYHO, 3HACIIB.

OH noxnancs, noka Top KuBHET.

«B KupakaBuio crexarorcs 0ObIYHBIE TOBApbl, KOTOPbIE MPUBO3AT B TaJSIMHOP U3 CEBEPHBIX
KOPOJIEBCTB. A HEOOBIUHBIE TOBAPHI... €CIIM MOXKHO TaK BBIPA3UTHCA... MpoXoadr yepe3 KapaayH.
DTO BechbMa MPOIBETAONINKI ropo] Heaaieko oT KupakaBumy.

«Hampumep?»

«Hy, npsiHocTH, 11e11e0HbIe TPaBbl, 30JI0TO. .. BUHO...»

«W 91O B 3TOM HEOOBIYHOTOM.

Kyt npoioimkan, ClI0BHO HeE CibllIal BOIIpOcCa.

«... IeTH, pabdbl, CTpakKa, KOTOpas 3allpellieHa BO BCEX KOPOJIEBCTBAX).

Top moHATUS HE MMEN, YTO TaKOe CTpaKkKa, 3aTO CIbIIIAl O MPUTOHAX, I/Ie €€ KypWIH WIH
IJIOTAJIN €€ COK.

On Bcran. Bung, kak Ha cKynax ero Apyra 3aurpajiu skenaBaku, KilyT moHsul, 4yTo perieHue
MIPUHSTO.

«Hano naiitu Conuany. A moka Thl IOTIOIpOOHEE pacCKa)xelrb MHe TTpo 3ToT Kapamxyny.

MmaBa 4
MepeneTt

Cakcen uznan JeaeHsnmn qynry 00eBor KJIWY U MOJ0pOCHI anesbcuH. J[Kum pasBepHyscs.
I'maza y Hero ObUTH 3aBsi3aHBl MIAPPOM, HO TOCICIHHE HECKOJIBKO MECAIEB MAJIb4YHMK YUUICS
MOJIaraThCsl HE TOJIBKO HA 3pPEHHE... W ATO Y HEro HEIIoXO IMOIydaslioch. B3max meua — M OH ¢
YIIOBJIETBOPEHUEM YCIIBIIIAT COYHOE «IMOK!», ¢ KOTOPBIM KIIMHOK PacCceK CIEIbIH IO/ MOTI0JIaM.

— bpaBo! — Bocknuknyn Cakcen. — U eme!

OH MeTHyJICS BIIpaBO, HE JaBasi MaJbUMKy OT/bIXa, CHOBA 3aBOINUJ U MOAOPOCHI B BO3IYX
JIUMOH.

Ha stot pa3 J{xui neiictBoBain HEIOCTATOYHO OBICTPO. JIMMOH yroaus emy B Ipy/ib.

— Huxkyna ne rogurcs!

JIKWIT copBalt MOBSI3KY U 3aCMESIICS.

— CakceH, 51 He coOMparoch 3aBs3bIBaTh rja3a nepez 0oem.

— Haneroch, Tebe HUKOTAA HE MOBEACTCS MOOBIBaTH B HacTosAlleM Ooro, mapeHb. Ho ecnm



BCE-TaKH TAaKOE CIYYUTCA... s XO4Y, YTOOBI Tl OTOHMJI yaap, KOTOpBIH UaeT Tebe B roJIoBY, Jaxe
eciu y Te0s1 OyzieT BpeMs TOJIBKO Ha TO, YTOOBI YCIIBIIIATh, KAK M€Y PAaCCEKaeT BO3IYyX.

— 3naro, — [xun mogobpan nuMoH u 6pocui ero CakceHy. — Y MEHs NOUYTH MOJTYIHIIOCH.

boiBIIMit akpoGar CIUIOHYJA. Y KIYKOB TaKO€ CUMTAIOCh OOBIYHBIM JIE€JIOM, HO 3/€ECh, B
TamuHOpE, BBITIIAAETIO HECKOIBKO CTPAHHO.

— «IIoutn» He cunrTaercs.

— O, Cakcen! — Dnucca yKOpU3HEHHO ToKavyaia rooBoid. OHa MOJ0IIIA TaK TUXO, YTO HUKTO
HE YCIIbIIAI. — Sl TOMHIO, THI MEHSI TOYHO TaK e MYUYHIL.

Knyk yro-TOo mpoBopyan cebe moja HOC. Diucca BOCIOJIb30BaAJIaCh TEM, YTO OH OTBIIEKCS, U
yneiOHy"ack [xumy. OH poc He 1O JHSM, a [0 YacaM, W YepThl €ro JIMIA CTAHOBWJIMCH TBEPIKE.
[Toxosxe, OH CTaHET Ha PEAKOCTh MPHBIICKATEILHBIM FOHOIIECH. Kakas MaTh Moriia OpOCHUTh TaKOTO
KpacuBoro peOeHka? Dincca CHOBa OTMETHUJIA, YTO JKUJI el KOro-To HallOMHHAET... U CHOBA HE
CMOrJIa TOHSTh, KOro WMeHHO. HaBepHo, 3T0 Bce ero ocanka. OH AEPKHUTCS TOPAO, MOUYTH
Ha/JIMEHHO, W IIIaraeT Tak, CJIOBHO MOCTaBWJI ce0e Ieib M HIET K Heil. Tak, CIOBHO cumTaer ceds
00pa3IoM 3peoCTH U MY>KECTBEHHOCTH. .. WJIM 3HAET, YTO POKICH VIS BEIUKHX JICII.

Ja, Ha{o e 10 TaKOTro OAyMaThCs... DHcca roKavaia roJIOBOH.

CakceH cHOBa 3aKkpuyall.

— XBatut, CakceH!

— Bot Tos1bKO HE Ha/O 3THX HEeXHOCTEH, Dmucca! [lapeHs yuauTces Bi1aieTh MEUOM.

— 3HauuT, TENEph Ha TOJIe OpaHU CPAKAIOTCS C MOBSA3KAMH Ha Tia3ax? A MOXeT ObITh, Ha
KaHaTax?

Onucca noa004YeHUIach. DTO ObLIO OMACHBIM 3HAKOM. J[KHII paccMesics.

— He B OpoBb, a B 111a3, Dnuccal

CakceH HacynuJcs.

— Wnmute BBl 00a kyma momanemie! Cumm moma, [Kui, BsOKM JIETHUIIKAM HOCOYKH, IOKa
HACTOSIIHNE MY)KUYMHBI 3alIMIIAIOT ITpeaensl KoponeBcTn!

Hemnoxoxe, uro Jxun obunencs: o Osu1 6e3 yma ot Cakcerna. BmecTo »Toro mampuuiika
moxXJIonajl Kiyka I0 TUIedy, TOYHO CTaporo mpusTens. B cBOM 4YeTHIpHAIIATh OH YK€ JOTOHSIT
OBIBIIIETO ITPKAYA.

— Bs3atp 51 yxxe Hayumics, Cakc! Tl He BO3pakaellb, €CIIU 5 €Ille MOYMPaXHIIOCh CEroTHS
BEYEPOM — BMECTE CO CTpaXkeit?

— SI-To HE BO3paXkaro, €CIIM TOJIHKO TBOS MATYIIKa HE COOEpETCS 3aIyIeTaTh Te0e KOCHUKH. ..

Onucca He ynoctomna Cakcena orBeToM. Ee THEBHBIN B3I OBbIT BBIpAa3UTEIIbHEE BCAKUAX
CIIOB, HO OHAa HE MOTJIa CKPBITh, YTO MIPH CJIOBE «MaTh» e OXBaTHII TpereT. Eme HUKTo 1 HUKor/Aa
HE TOBOPUJI O HEM, Kak o Marepu [[kwia... 1a 1 oHa o cebe Tak He aymada.

CakceH MOJHSIT pyKH, CIIOBHO CAABAJICS B IJICH.

— Xopo11o, XOpouo... — B €ro rojioce MOsSBUINCH OapXaTHble HOTKU. — DJucca, JH000Bb
Mosi... MHe Hazio ¢ To00# HeMHOKO nomenTtaThes. Ceroans BeuepoM. Thl KO MHE 3arjsiHelb?

Omna o6o0:xaia 1ot rosoc. Toabko k uemy Takue cekpetsl? [IpaBna, CakceHa 1aBHO He ObLIO
J0Ma: BMECTE ¢ XEPEeKOM H €ro OTPSI0OM OH 00Be3’Kal OKPECTHOCTH W JIUIIb HEJTaBHO BEPHYIICS.
Ctporo roBops, B ciuckax «ll[uTa» KIyk moka He YuCIUIICs, HO I BMECTE C IPYTUMHU BOMHAMH U
MOJIb30BAJICSA €Ba JM He Oousbliell 1000BbI0, ueM mpaiiM-oduiep. Ckopee BCEro, Xo4yeT
MIOJICJIATHCS CBEKUMH CIUICTHSIMU, HE MpeTHa3HAYeHHBIMU JUTSI IETCKHUX YIIeH, ImoayMana Jimcca.

— Iloy>xunaem BMecTe? — IpeIOKUIa OHA.

CakceH KUBHYII.

— Tounbko s puy MO3AHO, — TOOABWII OH U BBIIIEN CO JIBOPA.

— 51 Tebe nyx)eHn? — crpocui Jxu.

Dnucca 00epHyIIach.

— Ha, Lxwn. Y MeHs B KOMHAT€ JieKaT HECKOJbKO KHUT, s ¢ HUMH pabortana. Mx Hamo
nepeHecTy B Nokou Ero BenmmyectBa. MoTy s pacCUMTHIBATH Ha TBOIO TIOMOIIIH?

— Koneuno. IIpsimo ceiiuac?

— Cnenait oioJKeHHeE.



A oH yxe MeHs mepepoc, momymana Omucca. CKOpo MpHIETCS 3aAUpaTh TOJIOBY, YTOOBI
MIOCMOTPETh €My B TJIaza.

— 3naemrb, CakCeH TOYHO TaK K€ pyraJicsi M Kpudajl Ha MeHsl, KOT/ia st ObljIa TOMOJIOKE.

JIxum B3s71 €€ ToJ pyKYy.

— Heyxenu on yuun tebs pabotatsh ¢ Mmedom?

— Her. OH y4unn MeHs JieTath, — OHA C yAOBOJBCTBHEM 3aMETHIIA, KaK Y HETO OKPYTIMINCH
rinaza. — S Hukornaa tebe He pacckasbiBasia mpo Hac ¢ CakceHoM? DTO OBLIO JIABHO. ..

Marnpuuk rmoxkayani rojoBo.

S1 He cMmen pacchpalmBaTth, — MPU3HAJICS OH. — MHeE Bceraa Kazaioch, 9YTO ATO Balll CEKpeT. ..
o4eHb 00bIION. ET0 cMyIieHne mo3abaBuino Diuccy.

— HanmoMHu MHe, uTOOBI I OTKpbLIa TeOE 3Ty BENUKYIO TailHy, ceiiuac uzeM. Heroxe
3acTaBJIATh ETO BETMYECTBO K IATh.

Houn BblJaJ1IaChb TCILIAasd, B BO3AYX ObLI HAIlOE€H CIIaJKUMHU apoMaTaMH pacCIlyCTUBIINXCA
L[BETOB, KaK 3TO BCerja ObIBaeT B Hadaje JeTa. JiKcca No3BoJinila 0JIaroyXaHUIO HallOJHUTH CBOU
HO32Ipu W B37oxHYyNMa. OHAa YyBCTBOBaja ce0S YAMBUTEIBHO CYACTIMBOW M CHOKOMHOW. HOBBIA,
COBEPUICHHO HEOKUJAHHbIN, HO TaKOI MPUSATHBIA MOBOPOT B cynpbe... PaboTa ¢ nereMu ciaenana
ee KM3Hb Oorave, BocnuTaHue J[Kuia HaMOJHUIIO €€ CMBICIOM. DJucca MOHsJIA, YTO YK€ MHOTO
MecsleB He Aymaiia mpo Topa — a paHbliie BCIOMUHANA €ro €/1Ba JIM He Kax /bl mur. Teneps psjiom
Cakcen n CamieMeHTpO, e€e BEepHBbIC APY3bs, C HUMU OHA Kak 3a KaMeHHOW cteHoul. Ho camoit
MPUATHON HEOXKUJAHHOCTBIO — OHA JIOJITO HE MOTJIa B 3TOM IPU3HATHCS Aaxke cede — crana padboTa ¢
Jlopucom. Hactynuio 5eto, a K CBOUM HOBBIM 00S13aHHOCTSIM JJKcca MPUCTYIIIIA B CAaMOM Hayalie
BecHBI... [la. Tpu Mecsiua Hazan.

Kopone npunsan ee Ha ynuBieHue cepiedHo. llonauamy Onmcca crapajiack COXpaHSTb
XOJIOJIHYIO OTYYXJEHHOCTh, HO JoOpoaymue Jlopuca MOrjao pacTonmuTh Ja)ke O3€po B pasrap
x0J10/10B. OHa mbITajach HE MOAABATHCS, HO CTOWIO €MY YJIBIOHYThCS, U OHA JIOBUJIA ceOs Ha TOM,
4TO POOKO YNIbIOAETCs B OTBET. DTO MPOUCXOIUIO caMo co0oil, momumo Boiu. Hazno xe, oHa Bcerja
cuntasia Jlopruca BEICOKOMEpHBIM 3aHyn0u. .. Kakoe 3a0myxaeHue!

CKpOMHOCTb, C KOTOPOM KOpOJIb JIE€pKajCsi CO CBOMMHM IOJJIAHHBIMM, MOpaxayia. ITOT
YeJIOBEK BCeW aymioi Oosen 3a cBoil Hapon u KoposeBctBo. HoBoucmeueHHOMY KOPOJIEBCKOMY
CEKpeTaplo MOpoi CTAaHOBHWJIOCH CTHIHO 3a CBOU IPEKHUE YyBCTBA. Jlopuc mpenmouurtain peuiaTb
JM00bIe BONPOCHI MUPOM, HO JiKcca 4yBCTBOBaja B HEM OTPOMHYIO CHJIy W 3Hajla, YTO OH He
CTAaHCT YKIOHATHCA OT 6I/ITBI>I, €CJI1 UTHOT'O HE OCTAaHETCA.

B cBoro ouepenp, Jlopuc rayboko yBakasnm cBoro momoinHuily. [lonagany y Hee He pa3
NEPEXBATbIBAJIO ABIXaHUC, KOTAa BO BPEMA I'OCYJApCTBCHHBLIX COBCTOB KOPOJIb O60pa‘H/IBaJ'IC$I u
CIipamiBal €€ MHCHUS. Ha »tux CO6paHI/I$IX OoHa OblIa CJII/IHCTBeHHOI\/’I )KGHIIII/IHOI\/II, TUXO CHJCJIa B
3aT€HEHHOM YTy U Jenana nometku. [lonayany nonoOHoe BHUMaHue co cTOpoHbl Ero BennuecTna
HACTOJIbKO CMYIIAJIO DJIMCCY, YTO €l XOTEJIOCh MPOBAJIUTHCS CKBO3b 3€MIII0 — TeM 0oJiee uTo
3HATHBIE TOCIOJA B 3aJIe YyBCTBOBAJIM ce0s CTOJb k€ HesnoBKOo. OHAaKO Tenepb OHa MPUBBIKIIA U,
KOI'/Ia €€ CIpalliBaiu, TOBOpHIa CBOOOIHO.

Haiipust mpocuna ee 3a0biTh 0 cMmeptd Topa u pate Jlopucy manc. Jlerye ckaszarb, yem
caenatb. Ho denoBek, koTopomMy Diucca KOIrAa-To MOKJISUIACh MIPH MEPBOM BO3MOKHOCTU BOH3HTH
HOX B cepjue, onepeann ee. [Ipapna, pana Obula HaHeceHa ¢ yIMBUTEIbHOW HEKHOCTbIO, a KJIMHKA
HE 3aMeTHJI OBl Ta)Ke CaMbIil 30PKUI YEIOBEK.

Bnepsrie Dnucca nossuta 310, Korna Jlopuc ciiydailHO KOCHYJCs ee pyku. Eil mokaszanocs,
4TO KOXKa Ha MHUT' ITOKPBLJIACH IYIIBIPBIIIKAMHU, KaK OT X0JI01a.

Jlo cux mop TOJBKO OJIMH YEJIOBEK 3aCTaBJISI €€ TaKoe mepexuThb. Toabko Top.

Jlopuc mpoTsiHyn pyKy, 4TOOBI CO CTOJIAa B3ATh KaKhe-TO OymMaru, M uX pyKd CONPUKOCHYJIHUCH.
Ero 3aropenas koka Oblia TEIJIOW, MATKHE YEPHbIE BOJOCKHM BIPYr BCTalu JbIOOM. Diucce
[I0Ka3aJloCh, YTO B HEE yJaapujia MOJHHUS — TOJBKO HE CHAapyXH, a U3HYTpH. MoJosas >KeHIIuHa
MOKpacHesa, U3BMHWIACh U yopaina pyky. Bpsn nu Jlopuc 3amerun ee cmyienue. M tem 6osee He
cIIbIIIaN, Kak 3a0uinock ee cepaue. CoBceM Kak ceifyac, KOrjia OHa BCIIOMHUIIA 3TOT CIy4dai.



CakceH cIOBHO mpounTan ee Mpician. OHH CHJICIH, MPYKABIINUCH IPYT K IPYry CIHHOM, Ha
MaJICHPKOM IPUTOPKE B OKPECTHOCTSX JBOPIIA.

— Hy uro, Dnucca? Kak tebe Jlopuc?

[IpITasick CKpBITH CMsATEHHE, DKcca TOIHECTa K Ty0aM KyOOK C BUHOM U cieliaja OOJbIIon
rotok. Heyxenn ona dem-to cebs Bbigana? Her, Hu B xoem ciydae. OHa He mospkHa. Jlopuc
JKEHaT, TeM 0oJiee 4TO OHA BCEH AYIIOH JIFOOUT €ro CYIpyry, CBOK KOPOJIECBY.

[Toxoxe, Cakceny ee 0ecroKOMCTBO He mepeaanock. Kak xoporo, 4To OHU CHIST BOT Tak,
CIMHA K cTiHe!

— 1 3Har0, KaK Thl OTHOCHJIACh K HEMY BCE ATH TOJIbI, — MPOJOJDKAI KIyK. — To00# MOXKHO
TOJIbKO TopauThes! [locie Bcero 3Toro ThI Tak XOPOMIO MPIKHIIACH B 3TOM oOmiecTBe... Cropro,
IUISL ATOTO MOTPeOOBAIOCH HACTOAIIEE MYKECTBO. A Teleph CKaKH: YTO ThI ceii4ac YyBCTBYEIb?
Kaxkue y Te0s otHomenus ¢ Jlopucom Ha camowm nene?

— CakceH... ThI e 3Haellb, Kak 5 u3MeHmIach. OCOOEHHO TOCIIe TOr0, KaK MOSBUiICS JIKui.
[Torom mkona. Ilotom s crama momorarb KOpOJIIO M KopojeBe. S crama B3pociod. Y MeHs
MOSIBIJIMCH HOBBIE OOSI3aHHOCTH, M MHE 9TO HPAaBUTCS. Y MEHS €CTh IOBOJ JKHUTh JNANbIIE... — OHA
Kpenko oOxBarmiia cebs oOemMu pykamu. — Termepb MHE €CTh 4ero KJIaTh OT KH3HHU, H S X04y
3a0BITh O MPOIILJIOM.

Caxkcen obepHyicsa. Heckonpko MrHOBEHHIT OH CMOTpEI Ha Hee, a IOTOM MPIKAJl €€ K TPyIH.

— XO0poIIo ckazaHo, Mosi Xpabpas Dnwucca.

Ha mumpoxoii rpynun CakceHa Obuio yroTHO. BOT yenoBek, Kk KOTOpoMy oHa Obljaa Tak
MpUBsI3aHa, KOTOPBIA CTaJl JJIsl Hee BMECTO OTIA... U CIIeNIal Ui Hee OOJIbIle, YeM KPOBHBIN OTeIl.

— I cuactnuBa, Cakcen. [IpaBga. Top ocrancs B mpomiiom. S cMoTpro B Oyaytiee.

W nmouyBcTBOBAJIA, KaK HAMPSATIUCH MBIIIIHI KITyKa.

— DTO XOpoIIo, MOsI ZIeBOYKa. 51 X0uy yOequThCs, 9YTO Tl B 0€301TaCHOCTH. .. IOTOMY YTO MHE
NpUIEeTCsS HEHAIoNro yexarh. Jla, M 9TO KacaeTcs HOBOCTEW... st OOJbIIE HE CMEI0 3TO OT TeOs
CKPBIBATH.

Ero ronoc 3Bywanm kak-To CTpaHHO, u Diucca ObicTpo obOepHynack. CakCeH pasrisablBall
TpaBy.

— IlocmMoTpu Ha MeHs1, CakceH.

Kinyk moaHs1 roJoBy, ¥ OHa YBUAEA B €0 TJ1a3ax 00JIb.

— PacckasbiBaii. Xyxe, ueM ObLI0, YK€ HE OyeT.

CakceHn moiro aymai, Kak cOOOMIUTH €i 3Ty HOBOCTh, HO €My TaK HHYErO W HE IPHUILIO B
rojioBy. KpoMe 0/THOro-eTMHCTBEHHOTO CJIOBA — CJIOBA, KOTOPBIM OBLIIO CKa3aHO BCE.

—'oT, — BBIIOXHYJ OH.

—Yro?!

Onmcca cKaa ero JHIO JaJ0HSIMH, 3aCTaBHB KIyKa CMOTPETh € MpsSMO B TJia3a, CIOBHO
HaJesUlach NPOYECTh B HUX WCTUHY. J[BYDKeHHWE OBUIO TaKUM PE3KHUM, YTO OHA BEIpBAJIa Tapy
BOJIOCKOB U3 €ro 00poibl, HO CakceH Jake HE MOMOPIIUIICS U JIUIIb B3OXHYIL.

—T'oT MepTB, — POBHO M OTYETIIMBO MPOU3HECHA DJIHCCa, yKe He BEps COOCTBEHHBIM CIIOBaM:
OHa BHUJEJA BO B3IIIIC JPyra CMSITCHUE.

— A MoxerT, u HeT, — CakceH OTBeI ee PYKH, C)KaJl UX B CBOMX JIAZIOHSAX U CHOBA OOHSIII ee.

Onuccy 3atpscino. OT HegaBHEH PajgoCTH HE OCTAIOCH U CJIeNa, Y)Kac CMeIl €€, TOYHO MOPHIB
yparasa.

— $1 TonpKO YTO y3HAJ, — KIIYK CKJIOHWJICS K €€ YXY M 3arOBOPHII MSTKO UM O4€Hb TUXO0. — [0T
cOexxalm B HOUB Tepen KazHpio Topa, HO 3TO He MpeAaBajoch oriacke. KopoieBckas cTpaxa He
COMHEBAJIACh, YTO €T0 HAWAYT eIIe J0 3aKara.

OH MoYyBCTBOBa, KaK Ha SI3bIKE Y DIMCCHI yXKe BEPTATCS COTHU BOIIPOCOB, U KpEITde CxKall ee
IJICYH, IPU3BIBAS IOBPEMCHHTb.

— VY T'ota Obl1a cooOuHMIIA, KOTOpask HOMOTJIAa eMy CKpbIThCs. KcanTus.

Ha stot pa3 Dnucca He cMoTTIa cepKaTbCsi U BCKPUKHYIIA.

— «1luT» HEe OCTaBIIAET MOMBITOK HANTH ero, — MpogospKan CakceH. — BOT yke HECKOJIBKO JIeT
MBI BelleM moucku 1o Bcemy KoponectBy. [loka moxBactathest HedeM. $1 X04y MOMOYH HAIIHM



pebsitam. BoT moveMy ceroHs HOUBIO S ye3Kalo.

VY Dnauccsl OKpYriawiInch Iiiasa.

— Tsl cobupaenbcs Haiitu ['ota?

— S noiokeH ero Haith. [loToMy 4TO 3HAKO, YTO OH JKHB.

— Kyna b1 noenens? Y noyemy Tbl yeskaelib ceituac?

— [ToTOoMy 4TO HENB3s TEPATH BpEeMEHH, Dnrcca. A moenay s Ha ceep, B KapamyH.

— OnuH? — Tenepb Dnucca He CKpbIBaja TPEBOTH.

— Her. To ecTb cTONMIy S MOKUAAI0 OJIMH, & TOTOM... XEpEK TOKE HAIpaBJsIeTCsl Ha ceBep. A
«Iut» yxxe B Kupakasun.

Dnmcca nokavana rojJoBOH.

— W 910 310 32 Kapagyn? [lo-moemy, s mpo HETO HUKOT/Ia HE CIIbIIIaja.

— Munoe mMecteuko. Ero HacensroT BBIPOJKH, KOTOPBIE CUATAIOT, YTO 3aKOHBI TaINTMHOpa UM
He nucaHbl. [IpocTo y MeHs BO3HMKIIO Takoe 4yBCTBO, Jiucca... IIpeacraBb cebe: s — Gerblii
MPECTyMHUK, Bce KOposieBCTBO 3HAET MEHSI B JIUIO... KOHEYHO, TaKOe JIMIO TPYyAHO 3a0biTh. Kymna
Obl s oripaBwiica? bonee moxxomsmero mecta, yem KapaayH, He Haiiaemb. ['ie Kaxaplii caM 1o
ce0e, TaM HUKOMY HU JIO KOTO HET Jiena.

Cakcen coOpaiics pacckasaTb 4YTO-TO eme. Ho B 3TOT MU Ha HPUTOpoK B3Oexan
3arnbpIXaBIInkcs nax. ExaBa mepeBons qyX, MadbuuK COOOIIMI, YTO DIMCCY KAYT B TOKOSX KOPOJISL.
Kityk He cMOTr CKpBITh pa3ipaKeHusl.

— IIpsmo ceituac?

— Tume, — ciokoitHO mpou3Hecna Dnucca. — [Ipuka3 Ero BenmnuecTsa.

[Maxx HUYero He ckaszal, HO ero riasumu cmotpenn To Ha Cakcena, To Ha Dmuccy. Emy
BEJIENM TIepe/iaTh INpUKa3, HO HEe OOBSCHHWIM, KaK OTBEYaTh Ha BOIPOCHI, KOTOPHIE MOTYT OBITH
3aJ1aHBl.

B koHI1e KOHIIOB, OH eI1ie CoBceM pedeHoK, moaymana Dmucca. OHa BeTala M TOPKECTBEHHO
OTKHUHYJA cO J10a JIOKOH.

— S ckopo npunay, DaBua. Bo3spamaiics.

OtnyctuB Manbunka, Omucca cMmoTpena Ha Cakcena. Kiyk yke BcTanm u yOupan OCTaTKu
Y)KHHA B KOP3UHY, IIOTOM BBIIIPSIMHJICS] M IOPBIBUCTO TIOLEIOBA MOJIOYIO )KCHIITHHY.

— S ckopo BepHych. Tebe HuuTo He yrpokaet. He 6ecriokorics.

Bckope, y IBOPIIOBBIX BOPOT, OHH PACCTAIIUCH.

—Ilepenait Jlxuny: mycTh MmoOOJIbIIE YINpaXKHSIETCS ¢ MeyoM! — KPUKHYJ Ha TMpOIIaHHE
Cakcen. — Bepraych — mpoBepio!

Top u Kuyr crosnu B okpyxenun HeGecubix Orueii. [loonanb, B TeHH, MoJiya CHUJENU
Conuana um Apabemia, KOTOPBIX MpHU3BaIM, 4yTOObl MpucMarpuBaTh 3a TenoM Topa. B Cepaie
JlecoB napuna tummHa — Bce BHUMano Jdapmyny Kopuony.

— 51 coxpanio TBOe Teno, Topkun ['uHT, — mpousHec Oor jecoB. — Ho moMHuu: y t€0s TOJIBKO
JIBa JTHSI, 9TOOBI HCTIOJHUTH 3aayManHoe. [locne Toro, Kak CoiHIE CAIeT BO BTOPO pa3, [l TBOSH
IyIIM HACTYNUT BeyHas HOYb. MHe OyJer 1o Hee He NOTAHYThcsA. OHa JI0JKHA BEPHYTHCS B TEJIO
710 BTOPOTO 3aKaTa, WK Thl 0OJIbIIE HE BOCKPECHEIIb.

3BoH 1 MHOTOLBEeTHOE cusiane HeGecHpix Orueit Bceraa ruieHsun Topa, HO 3TOM HOYBIO OH
BUJIEJN U CHbIIIAJ TOJBKO Oora jecoB. [Ipenynpexaenne ObI0 CIUILIKOM 3JI0BELUM.

— S monsn Tebs1, Japmyn Kopun. U ve 3a0yay TBou cioBa.

— KuyT, TbI TOXE 3TOr0 X04emb? — crpocui Oor.

Knyr nepeneren Ha muiedo Topa, M IOHOIIA MOYTH HEOCO3HAHHO NOTJIAAWI TEPHATOrO
KpacasBLa.

bor necoB 3aroBopuis Tpexae, 4eM COKOJ Yycren OTBeTUTh. OTBET ObUT HE HYKEH:
OJIMH-€IMHCTBEHHBIN, UyTh 3aMETHbIN jkecT Topa ckazan 6ojee yeM JocTaTouHo. Jlerkas ysnbiOka
TpoHyna ryosl lapmyaa Kopuna u 3aurpana MSArKMM CBETOM B €ro Iijas3ax, Kak BCerja, MOJHBIX
BEJIMKOAYIINS U KPOTOCTH.

— OtBaxnbit Kiyt, Bropoit u3 IlamagunoB, Hama cuia Bcerga ¢ ToOOH, Kyda Obl Tl HH



neren. [lonw3yiics er. Cepaue JlecoB cokpaTut TBO# myTh. [103B0JIE eMy BecTH ceosl.

JloGaBuTh K 3TOMY ObLIO Heuero. Top MmbicieHHO mpukocHyics k HeOecHbiM OrHsm,
CTapasiCh 3alIOMHUTH 3TU HU Ha YTO HE MOXOKUE OLTYIICHHUS.

«[lomorure MHe, noporue», — 0€33By4HO IIenHYJI OH. OTHU OTKIMKHYJIHCH TATYYHUM,
MEJIOIMYHBIM Mepe3BOHOM, U Torja CojimaHa BIEpBbI€ M0/1ajia rojoc.

«Cymai Ham 308, Top. U mpotry Te0s1, BO3BpaImancst K Ham.

—He 6yap 6e3paccynen, Top, — ckazana ApaGemta. B mociennuil pa3 oHa moJib3oBajiach
BO3MOXHOCTBIO [IPEYNPEAUTH FOHOUTY.

Top TOp)KECTBEHHO KUBHYJ, Jier Ha MOX, U OrHHU TYT ke 3akpyXuiau Hajx HUM. CoceqHee
JIEpEeBO CKJIIOHWJIO K HEMY BEeTKy, Ha Hee omyctuiics Kiyr. ExBa oHa kauHynach 1oj €ro BecoM,
custirouii xopoBoa Hebecubix Oruelt pacnancs Hanoe. OAHM MPOJI0JDKANIM TaHIeBaTh Hall Topom,
Apyrue coOpajuch BOKPYT COKOJIa IJIAMEHEIONIMM 00JauKOM, OLIETUHHUBILIUMCS BO BCE CTOPOHBI
SPKUMHU SI3BIYKAMH.

Top 3akppu1 rnasa.

«['0TOB?» — CIIOKOITHO, MOYTH C HEKHOCTHIO CIIPOCHIT OH.

«EIe xak», — OTBETHIIA NITUIIA.

Hebecubie Oruu 3acusiiiu, CI0BHO pa3ropasch, IIBETa CTallu YHIlE, 3BykH rpoMye. CBeueHue,
okyrasiiee Topa u Kiryra, nHabupaio cuny. Crkopo Cosmana u Apabemia y)xe He MOTJIA PasTisieTh
HU 4esloBeKa, HU cokoia. M torma Top mpussan LiBera. X sicHOe muiamsi B3BWIIOCH, CIIOBHO TIE-TO
OTKpbLIaCh HEBUIMMAs BbIOIIKa, U Top He cTall ero caepkuBaTh. HakoHel OHO CIMIIOCH C CUSIHUEM
HebGecubix Oruei, (oHOIIAa OLIYTWI HPWIWB CUJI... W BHE3ANHO IOHSUL: TEpEeMELICHHE Il
MIPOU30MIET OYEHB JIETKO.

MpiceHHBIM B30pOM OH YBUJEN BETKY, Ha KOoTopoi cuzen Kiyr, mpeacraBuil cBOwO Iyury
IUIOTHBIM IIapUKOM M 0€3 MajeHliero ycuiaus MOJHSAJICS Haj coOCTBEHHbIM TenoM. [lapenue
MIPOJIOJIKAIIOCH JIMIIb MUT, HO Top 3Haji, YTO MEUINTh HE CTOUT. Ele MUT... U OH OTKpbLI IJIa3a.
Kyna noneBanuch Bce kpacku? VX 3aMeHUIN OECUUCIIEHHbIE OTTEHKHU CEPOro — MHUP CTall TaKHUM,
kakuMm ero Bugen Kmyr. OurynieHue ObUIO0 CTpaHHOE, HO MOYEMY-TO 3HAKOMOE... ax, Ja. B rtene
Mepkya ObUIO IOUTH TAK K€ HEYIOTHO.

«1o6po mosxamosats, Top».

Teneps rosoc Kiyra Teneps TOHOCUIICS OTKYAA-TO M3HYTPH U Kazayics Oosee HU3KUM. Top
MIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK COKOJI paclpaBiisieT KpbLiibs, U NOTSIHYJICA BMecTe ¢ HUMHU. [loTpscatoie.

«bnaronapio 3a rocTenpPUUMCTBOY.

OHn u BripaBay ObuT OJ1aroapeH.

«Pacnonaraiicas moynoOnee. UyBCTBy#l ce0s, kKak nomay, — OTKIUMKHYJICS KiyT u, Jerko
B3JIETEB, CTAJI [IOJIHUMATHCS BCE BBILIE U BbIIIIE.

Y Topa Obul nuIIb MUT, YTOOBI B3IVISIHYTh Ha CBOE OIIYCTEBILEE TEJNO, HaJd KOTOPBIM
no-npexxHeMmy kpyxwin Hebecuble Orau. CrpaBa U cieBa, TOYHO 4acoBble, crosuin ConnaHa u
Apabenna. Top yxxe 3HaJI, YTO OHU OCTAHYTCS 3/1€Ch, IIOKA OH HE BEPHETCH.

Eme Bermre... Cepane JlecoB Beno ux — Top ¢ yauBieHreM OTMETHI, YTO BUIUT 3TO, TIISAIS
rnazamu Kiryra.

«/la, Bce BEpHO, — COKOJI OTJIMYHO CIHBIIAJT €ro MbICIU. — MBI JIETUM BJIOJIb BOH TOT'O
"manbua'y.

«A xorna mbl nokuneM Cepjrie JlecoB?»

«Torma nac moBenet Benukwuii Jlec. OH ykakeT HaM caMblii KOPOTKUH TTyTh B Kapamgyn».

W Tak, noka ngec He KOHUUTCS. .. Top HazxesIcs, 4To ero Apyr NpoIycTui 3To MuMo yiei. He
CTOUT MOJIJaBaThCsl YHBIHUIO.

«Kaxoe uyno, Kiyr! — BockiinkHyn oH. — Hukor1a He MCTIBITBIBa HUYETO OJ00HOTO »

W paccmesuics, a MOXKET ObITh, CMESUIMCh OHU 00a — ceifuac 3To ObuI0 TPyAHO MOHATH. CoKol
KopoTko (¢bipkHyI. Ero 3a0asisiio, yto Top Tak BOCXHUIIaeTcss TAKUMU OOBIYHBIMU BEILIAMU.

B sToT Mur 30pKHe Ii1a3a NTULBI YTO-TO 3aMETUIIH.

«epxucs. S Buxy obem.

[Ipexxne ywem Top ycmen Bo3pa3uth, Kiyr crpenoil B3MbuUT B HE0O, KYBBIPHYJCS H... OX,



KaXeTcs, OH coOpasics mpoOuTh KitoBoM 3emiito! Ecim Obl MOXXHO OBIIO 3aKMYpPUTBHCS... YBHI,
ceifuac Top cMoTpen Ha Mup TJla3aMu cBoero jpyra. KopoTkuil NpuiiMB TOIMIHOTHI TYT K€ MCU€3 BO
BCTIBIIIIKE OXOTHUYBETO a3apTa. OH BUAEH J0OBIYY — MOJIOIOTO 3aifIia.

3as1] TOKMHYJI CBO€ YOexulle TMOJ JAEepPeBbAMHU, 4YTOObI MOLIMIIATH COYHOM TPaBKH.
VYBIEKIINCH, OH yAAISUICA BCE JAajblle U Jajlblle OT Jieca, KOTOPBIM 3allUIIall €ro OT OMAaCHOCTH.
Hecmbimensim. Kyt 3Ha1 310, a Tenepp HEe TOJBbKO OH. Hu OquH B3pOCIBINA 3as1] HE MTO3BOJIUT
cebe Takoit cmenocTu... M rimynocTH, ¢ rpycteio noayman Top.

W Tyt xe cHoBa moiiman cebda Ha Mbicau, yTo Knyr ciapimut ero. C TakuM e yCIeXoM
MOHO OBUTO OBl Pa3MBIIUISITh BCIYX.

«Ham nano nurarbcs, Top. Bee O6picTpo 3akonumnTcst. Obemaroy.

Hu omun coxon He cMor Obl Muarhes Tak ObicTpo. Kiyt manan... HeT, He majan — JieTell,
MOXO0XKHH Ha KOPOTKUN JPOTHK, TAKOM ke OECIIyMHBIN U CMEPTOHOCHBIH, HE OCTaBIISAIOLINI KePTBE
HU MaJIeHIlero maHca YCKOJIb3HYTh — IOTOMY UYTO OOBIYHO OHA MOHMMAET CBOIO POKOBYIO OILIMOKY,
KOI'/Ia YK€ CIUIIKOM I03/1HO. 3asil BCKOYMJI U MPUITYCTUII K JIepEBbAM, oj1Hako oT Kityra emy Obu10
He yhTH. COKOJ BBINYCTHJI KOI'TH, U TOp MOUYYyBCTBOB&JI NAaHUYECKUU YyXKac 3BEpbKa, KOTOPBII
MeTaJyics TO BJIEBO, TO BIPABO, HaJesIChb M30ekaTb CMEPTU. 3aTeM IOCJENI0BaN yKacarollel CHIIbI
TOoT4OK. OCTphI€ KOI'TH MIPOH3WIN IIKYPY 3BEpbKa M HaYaJIU MOTPYXKAaThCsl B €r0 IUIOTh, pa3pbiBasi ee
U TNpPOHMKAs Bce INIyOxke U IiIyOxke, HO J00blYya M OXOTHHMK NPOJOJDKAIM JBUTAThCSA BIEpE.
Hakonen, xorga 10 1€peBbEB OCTANOCh BCETO HECKOJBKO JIOMMOB, JBM)KEHHE MpeKpaTuiock. Top
BCIOMHIIT ipenynpexaeaue Conranbl: HeMb3s youBath 3Bepeit B Cepaue Jlecos. Kyt Ob11 04eHB
OCTOPOXKEH.

3BepeK ymupaia U, HECCOMHEHHO, YyBCTBOBAJI 3TO, XOTS MPOJO0JDKAI OTBAYKHO COIIPOTHUBIISITHCS.
Ho Knyr cnepxan cinoBo. Bee 3akonumiioch 0bicTpo. OCTphlii, Kak je3BUE KIMHKA, KIIIOB COKOJIa
BOH3WJICS B IIel0 3aiia, u Top modyBcTBOBan BKyc KpoBu. OHa Obula TeEIUIOH, T'yCTOH H
BBIIUIECKMBAJIACH CYJOPOKHBIMU TOJTUYKaMH, ITOKa CepIle 3aiila He MPeKpaTHiio OUTHCS.

B romnose y Topa Bce cmemanocek. Bocropr, yxac... B aTom nmmpe ObIJIO YTO-TO IHKOE.
HaBepHo, yenoBeky He cielyeT pa3feisiTh YyBCTBa COKOJA, B TE€J€ KOTOPOrO OH Ha HEKOTOpPOe
BpeMsi OKazajicsi. JTo He ero jAeno. Top mombiTaics MNPEACTaBUTb, UYTO OTropoxeH ot Kiryra
MIPO3payHbIM IIUTOM, HO U3 3TOTO HUYETO HE BBILUIO: C TAKUM K€ YCIIEXOM OH MOT' OTTOPOJIUTHCS
oT camoro ce0s. OcTaBajoCh TOJBKO OJHO: 3aMKHYTBCS U COCPEAOTOUYUTHCS HA COOCTBEHHBIX
MBICIISIX. ManeHbKui, MPUTUXIITUH, OH MOJT4a HaOmoAau, kak Kyt nmurtaeT ux obiee Teso.

[Tozxe Knyr ycencs Ha OIHOW M3 BEPXHHUX BETOK CaMOr0 BBICOKOTO JEPEBA, KAKOE TOJBKO
MOT HaWTH, U MPUHSJICA YUCTUTh NEPHIIIKH, BHIMAa3aHHbIE KPOBbIO, CIU3bI0 U HEUHCTOTAMH.

«Tebe aTo ObUTO HenpusATHO, TOp».

D710 OBLIIO YTBEPHKACHHE, a HE BOTIPOC.

«A Tebe?»

«Mmue upaButcsa. Hactonbko, uto s onucate He Mory. Korzma st o0xo4uych, s 9yBCTBYIO ceO0si
HEYS3BUMBIM U BCEMOTYIIIMM).

«Ilomet — 310 M B camoM jene noTpsicaromie. A BoT ena... Crnacubo, 94To HE CTaj TIHYTHY.

Kityt Ha4anm TounTh KIIOB.

«Cxopo Mbl enie nosneraeM. Ho cHauana MHe HaJl0o HABECTU KPacoTy».

«Mokellb He TOPOIUThCS, ApyXkHulle. Moe Telo HOHEMHOTY YMHUPAET, HO 3TO €pYHAa».

Oba paccMmesIiCch — KaK OJHO CyLIECTBO. Tak ObIBaJIo U B CTapble BpeMeHa, KOTJa »KU3Hb,
Ka3aJ10Ch, ObLTa Ky/1a MPOIIIE.

«TBI mpezacTaBisenib, 4TO Jienath Janpiie, Top?»

«C TpynoM. 3Haemb, Bce 3TU rofsl s xxkuil B Cepaue JlecoB, TOUHO pacTeHHE, HE O YeM He
3a00TACh, ¥ HAMPACHO. S POYEN 3TH KHUTH U KaK OyaTO MPOCHYJICcs. ['0T yrpokaeT HaMm U Bce e11e
cwiieH. Opiiak CKOpO BBIPBETCSI HA CBOOOTy. DiKicca B OMaCHOCTH, a MEHs HET psiaoM. Bee ocranoch
MO-TIPEKHEMY.

«W MbI Tak 1 He pa3zo0Opanuck, 4To Takoe TpHUeTUHCTBO U IPUYEM TYT MbD».

«Hy, mo kpaliHeil Mepe ceryac Mbl YTO-TO JI€JIa€M, a 3HAYUT, JEJIO CIABUHYJIOCH C MEPTBOMU
TOYKI.



«Cormnacen. Tak uto He OyzeM TSHYTHY.
Kiyt nerko B3MbLI ¢ BETKH U POBHO, CHJIBHO 320U KpbUIbsiMU. OH JeTel.
«Teneps oTIBIXal, — MATKO CKa3all OH. — HaM MpecTOuT JIeTeTh HECKOIBKO YacoBy.

Mnasa 5
Ctapble Apy3bsi, CTapble Bparu

B cepenune nua B HeOe Han myMHbIM nopToM KapanyHna nosBuiicst kpacasen-cokod. [Ituia
jerena HaJl y3KMM MOPCKUM 3aJIMBOM CO CTOPOHBI IJITaBHOM KHPAKaBUHCKOW raBaHH.

«MpsI Ha MecTey, — 00bsiBIIT KiTyT, onmyckasick Ha IepeBO Ha OKpauHe ropo/ia.

«Ycran?»

«He ouenp. — KiyT oOTBeTMJ CIMIIKOM IIOCHENIHO, a B CJEIYIOIIEM BOIPOCE COKOJIa
MOCJIBIIIANIOCH pa3apaxenue: — M uto Tel npeanaraensb?»

HekoTtopoe Bpemst Top momuan. IMEeHHO HaJl STUM BOIPOCOM OH Pa3MBIILISII BO BpEMS BCETO
nepenera. Yto genaTh mocie Toro, kak oHu okaxxyresd B Kapanyne? Huuero onpezneneHHOro emy B
roJIOBY TaK ¥ HE MPHUIILJIO, OJIHAKO OH YyBCTBOBaJ HeTeprneHue Kiyra.

«A Kak HacueT MPUTOHOB, I'/1e KypAT cTpakKy? [loMHUIIb, THI TOBOPUII...»

«HMIX HECKOJIBKOY.

«U xak ux HaukTU?»

«O... MOXHO TpPOCTO KPY)KUTb HaJ TOpOJAOM — BIPYr UYTO-HHOYIb YBUIUM. A MOXKHO
CIYCTUTBCSI M PaCCIpPOCUTh MECTHBIX JKUTENEW. [OBOPAIIMII OXOTHHYMM COKOJI BpSA JIH
koro-Huoyap Y IUBUT».

«Xopo1o, xopouio. J[ail mogymars.

Knyr ycran u HacTpoeH A3BUTh. A MOKET ObITh, CHOBA IIpOrosjioaics, 3710 noaymai Top.

«S] mocuxky, a Tl moka nymaii, Top. He Toponuce. TBoe teno ymupaer, He Moe».

Top cheman BuJ, YTO MNPOMYCTUJ WINWIbKY MHMO Yyiied, u o0a 3amomuanu. OpHako
Herepnenue Kiyra nepempaBanoch u ero apyry. SICHO, 4TO COKOJI TpEeBOXKUIICS HE 3a cebs. Bes ata
ujiesl He HpaBUJIach €My € caMoro Havaina. Ternepp BbISICHWIOCH, 4TO TOp TOJIKOM HE IpUyMall, 4To
nenatb. Buesanmno Top mouyBcTBOBaN ceOst OJIHBIM HAKMOTOM. OH MOABEpraeT OMAaCHOCTH U ce0s, 1
cBoero japyra... Kak MoxHO ObUIO MmoaymaTh, OyATO JOCTATOYHO MPUJIETETb B TOPOA, YTOOBI
0oOHapyXHThb 4esoBeka, koToporo uiryt?! He roBops yxe o ToMm, 4To 00a OHM 3aHUMAIOT OJIHO
TEJ0, YTO 3TO TEJIO NTUYBE, & €0 COOCTBEHHOE TEJI0 IOHEMHOTY OCTBIBAET I/Ie-TO JaJIeKO Ha Iore. ..

Cromn... OT0 ynaya unu cyap6a? A MoxeT ObITh, JInce cHOBa B3s1a Ha ce0s poJib KyKjioBoga?

Top comHeBaics, 4TO KOorjga-HUOy b 00 3TOM y3HaeT. Ho ouH u3 iroae, nporyinuBaroninxcs
no riaaBHou ymuue KapanyHa, BHE3anmHO NOKazaincs €My 3HakoMmbIM. Her, 3Toro uwenoseka
HEBO3MOXXHO C KeM-Tubo mepenyraTh. Jlaxke ¢ BbICOTHI, Aa)Ke HE BHUJA JIMLA MPOXOKET0, KOTOPHIH
11eJ1 Ky/1a-To IUPOKUM 1arom, Top y3Hall B HeM Kiiyka CakceHa.

«Tak-tak-Tak, — npodopmotan KiyT, KOTOpBIi TOKe 3aMeTHJT OBIBIIETO MUpKada. — A OH 4TO
TYT 3a0bL17»

D10 OBLIO UCKPEHHEE JTFOOOTBITCTBO, OT €XHUICTBA HE OCTAJIOCH U ClIe/a.

«41 yxe Buaen B KupakBuu KoposieBCKUX paTHUKOB. CaKCeH BIOJIHE MOT NpUEXaTh C HUMH. A
PO ATH MECTa OH JIOJIKEH 3HATh C TEX MOp, KaK CTPAHCTBOBAJ C LIUPKOM 30ppocay.

«Hy na, xoHeuHo... — Top 4yBCTBOBaj], YTO MBICIM Y HEr0 B T'OJIOBE HECYTCS T'aJIONIOM. —
JlaBait mocMOTpUM».

CoKoJ1 B3I0XHYI.

«Ilo kpaiiHel Mepe, XOTh KaKas-TO SICHOCTbY.

OH mNOKMHYJI CBOW HacecT M IIOJIETE], CTapasch YKpbIBaTbci 3a JepeBbsiMu. KiyT
CIPaBeUIMBO IOJaraji, YTO COKOJIbI B 3JIEIIHUX MECTaX PEIKOCTh, a IOCEMY HE CTOUT IPUBJIEKATh K
ceOe BHUMaHUE.

CakceH CKpbUICS B JBEPSIX KAKOTO-TO TPAKTHpa, HO BCKOpEe CHOBA BbIles. [lotom 3arisiHyn B
OJIHY JIaBKY, B Ipyryo0... OH MOXO0I1JI Ha YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPbIN 3a7]aeT BCEM OJIMH U TOT 7K€ BOIIPOC.

«IToxoxke, HaCTPOEHHUE Yy HETO CKBEPHOE», — 3aMeTHJ1 Top.



«OH uuer».

«To ke, 4TO 1 MBEI?»

«Bo3moxno. Ho mouemy? U modyemy ceituac?»

«/laBaif mpocTo mpeacTaBUM, 4TO 3TO TaK. MBI CMOXKEM €My YeM-HUOYIb €My TTOMOYb ?»

[Ipexne wem Kyt ycmen oTBETUTH, OAWH W3 MPOXOKUX BBICTYIIAT BOMPOC KIyKa U Havall
4T0-TO 00BsACHATh. KuBHYB B 3HaK OnarogapHoctu, CakceH 3amarai aajiblie. OcTaBanioch TOIbKO
CJIEIOBaTh 32 HUM M paJioBaThCs, UTO BECh TOPOJ 3acaxeH JepeBbsiMu. Ha mur CakceH cKpbUICs U3
BUJLy: OH CBEPHYJI Ha HEOOJIBIIIYIO YIOUYKY, HAlIPaBJISISICh B CEBEPHYIO YaCTh FOPO/JIa.

«BoHn tam, Kinyr».

«Buxy. [lonmpoGyeM nmoaneTeTs mooamxe».

B »ar0il wactu roposma oxazajgoch Ha YAMBIEHHE THUXO M O€3JI0JHO, B BO3JyXE BHCEN
CTPAaHHBIN 3amax.

«9T10 cTpakka, — ckazan Kiyr, He noxunasce Bonpoca. — Korja ee ToJIbKO MMOIKUTAIOT, 3ammax
y JbIMa CJIaJIKOBATBIM, IOTOM OH CTAaHOBHUTCS KHCIBbIM. HOo HE mpunomHIo, 4TOOBI OHA TaK BOHSIIA. ..
Bo3MoxHO, 71€710 B TOM, YTO MBI IOBOJIBHO BBICOKOY.

CakceH OKJIMKHYJ KaKoro-TO IapeHbKa, U TOT yKa3al eMy Ha IoOelIeHHOe 3[JaHie HEJaIeKO
OT JiepeBa, Ha KOTOPOM HaJlexHO YKpbUicss KityT. 31aHue cTosso 4yTh B CTOPOHE OT OCTAJIbHBIX, U
3amax, Moxoxe, UCXOIUI OTTYAA.

«O, Kiyr... Kaxercs, CakceH B3suI ciefl, KOTOPBI HaM HE YAAJIOCh B3STHY.

«ITotpscaromie. Jlymaro, Tel IpaBy.

JlepeBo OBLJIO TaKUM BBICOKMM, YTO C €r0 BEpPIIMHBI JOM ObUT BHACH Kak Ha jamoHd. Ha
3aJIHEM JBOpE MOCTOSHHO HaXOMJIOCh HECKOJBKO YEJIOBEK — TaM OblLIa TPOIIKa, BeAyllas K BOJE.
CnyxaHku cTupaii Oeibe, KyXOHHbIE PAaOOTHUKHA MBLJIM OBOIIM, MAJIBYMIIKH CHOBAIHM B33l U
BIEPE, YTO-TO MOJHOCWIM WM yHOCWIM. Hacrtosmuii muenuubid yned. [lotom y yepHoro xopna
MOSIBIJIACH KEHIIMHA C IICJKOBBIM IIappoM, HAOPOIIEHHBIM HAa TOJOBY, M UYTO-TO KPHUKHYIIA
MaJIbYHIIIKe, KOTOPBIN 3aepkaiics y oepera. [lapenek ncrmyrano ooepuysics. JKeHnmHa BhILIia Ha
OTKpPBITOE€ MECTO, MAJIbUUK MOJ0ekal K Hel, U OHAa HaoTMalllb yAapuia ero mno yxy. 3ByK yaapa
ObUT CIBILIEH Ja)Ke Ha BeTKe, rae cuuen cokoi. llappuk cockoyib3HYN ¢ TOJIOBBI KEHIIHUHBI, U
POCKOIITHBIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI PACCHITIATIHUCH TI0 TICYaM.

KcanTus!

KTto npousnec 310 nMst mepBbIM, TaK U HE YAAJIOCH MOHATH: OHH 3aMeTusii CakceHa, KOTOPBIN
MpUOIIKAIICS K IOMY.

«MBI JOJKHBI IPEeyNpeauTh ero, Kimyr».

«1 He MOTy TOTSIHYTBCS JI0 €r0 pa3yMany.

«Pucknu. Bbuietn Ha OTKpPBITOE MECTO. MBI HE MOYKEM MO3BOJIUTH €EMY BOWTH B 3TOT JIOM.
Ecnu Kcantus 3nech, To 1 ['0T, HABEPHO, TOXKE.

Kyt 6onpine He pasgymbiBan. Emie Heckosibko MrHoBeHU — M CaKCeH IIarHeT K JIBEpH.
KcanTus, copBaB 3710CTh Ha CBOEH KepTBE, YK€ HallpaBiisulack 00paTHO K yepHOMY Xxoay. Cokon
COPBAJICSI C BETKHU M YCTPEMUJICSI BHU3, METS IIPSIMO B 30JI0TOBOJIOCYIO I'0JIOBY Kilyka. B mocneanumii
MUT TITHIIA W3Jlaja MPOH3UTEIBHBIM KPUK M PE3KO TOBEPHY/IA B CTOPOHY, JIEPHYB BEJIMKaHA 3a
BOJIOCHI.

— Kakoro...

Cakcen mocnemHo oOepuyncs. OmHa €ro pyka 3acThblia B BO3[AyXe — OH YXKe coOupaiics
MOCTYy4YaTh B JIBEPb.

Kyt cHoBa 3akpuuan, Ha 3TOT pa3 u3 ykpbiTua. HexkoTopoe Bpemsi CakceH BIIsIBIBAICS B
TyCTYIO0 JIUCTBY. Pa3risimerb eMy HUYEro HE yJaajaoch, HO MHTEPEC K CTPAaHHOMY JIOMY OH SIBHO
MOTEPSIL.

«bsicTpee, Knyr. KcanTus Mo>keT BbIITH B 110001 MUTY.

«41 He 3Ha10, UTO €lIe MOXKHO CIENATh.

«Hy, xpbuibsiMu noxJionai, yTo jau!»

Knyr noBunoBancs. CakceH czenan HeCKOJBKO IIaroB K JIEpeBy, YBUJIEN COKOJa U, CYJs MO
BBIPAKEHUIO JUIa, ObUT oTpsceH. OcTpble KOTTH 3a/IeIM YXO KIIyKa, U LapanvHa KpOBOTOUYMIIA, HO



9TO €ro yXe He OECTIOKOWIIO. bBIBIINI ITUpKay MoKaydaj roJ0BO, CIOBHO HE BEPHJI CBOUM TJ1a3aM, a
IIOTOM CIIPOCHJI TUXO, €/1Ba JIK HE C OJIarOrOBEHUEM:

— 210 THI?

Bmecro otBera Kiyr cieren ¢ BETKM M OIYCTWUJICS Ha BBITSHYTYIO PYKY, 3aT€M CHOBa
MOATNPBITHYA M ToJieTeN BriayOb HeOosbioi pomuibl. CakceHa Hago ObLIO KaK MOXHO CKOpee
YBECTH Mpoub, U Top ¢ obneruenuem yBuzen, uro CakceH UAET CIEeIOM.

Korpa Kyt cHoBa omycTuiics Ha pyKy cTaporo Apyra, Mo Iiekam 30J0TOBOJIOCOTO BeIMKaHa
TEKJIU ciie3bl. Top ModyBCTBOBAJI KOM B ropie.

— Tsl nen, crapuna... — TBepani CakceH, NOMIaKuBas NMTULLY 110 TojoBke. — Kak jxe HaMm Tebs
HE XBaTajo...

«1 X0uy ¢ HUM IIOrOBOPUTHY, — cKa3ai Top. «Sl He cibliry ero MbICIel, a OH — MOUX).

Knyra pazapaxano cobcrBenHoe Oeccunme. OmpHako oH 1mo3Bosinia CakceHy riaauTh ceds,
MOKa KJIYK HE OCTAaHOBMJICSI M HE MOJIHSJ PYKY, YTOOBI CMOTPETH HA MTULLY.

— Te1 mpocTo uyno, Knyr.

«Cnacu6o», — otBetun KityT u cierka nepHys royioBkoi, 4to0b1 CakceH 3HaJ: OH CIIBIIIUT U
noHumaer ero. Kiyk ynplOHyICsS CKBO3b CIIE3BL.

— A THI Kak 371€Ch OKazasach, ntuna? Yto tebe Hy»KHO B MPUTOHE, TJe KypAT cTpakky? Uto
THI 3a0BLT B 9TOM MEp3KOii Japipe?

Kyt noanpeirayi, cioBHO emMy ObIIO HEYTOOHO cuaeTh Ha pyke y CakceHa.

— Tax, 0OMeHUBATHCS MBICISIMU Mbl HE MOKEM. IJT0 s MoHs1. Ho Tl MEHS CHBIINIIG, TaK YTO
mornpoOyit MHE OTBETHTH.

Coxkou 3axy101a KpbUIbSIMH.

— Ilouemy TbI 31€CH?

«Bo ums Cgera! IlycTs cripocuT uto-HUOYAH TIOTIpOIIE», — cKazan Kiyt, o6pamasce k Topy.

— [Ipoctu. [MompoOyro cipocuts mo-apyromy, — CakceHn Haxmypuics. — Uto-to uiens?

CHoBa B3Max KpbUIbsIMU.

— Koro-to umemns?

Eme B3max.

—Tora?

Hagepno, Knyr pacuenosan Obl ero, eciau Obl MOT... HO BCE, 4TO OH MOI' — 3TO CHOBa
B3MaxHYTb KpbulbsiMH. «bpaBo, Cakcen», — noxBaimi Top. Kimyk Haxmypuics.

— 3HauuT, THI 3HACIIH, YTO OH XUB. JIagHO, MaBaii s Te0e KOe-4TO PACCKaKYy...

CakceH ycescsi Ha TpaBy IO/J] IEPEBOM U Ha4aJl PaccKas.

Top uyBcTBOBaAJ ceOst BUHOBATHIM. MOXKHO HE COMHEBAThCS: KIYK AyMaJl, YTO pa3roBapUBacT
ToJibko ¢ Kimyrom. M naxke He moraasiBaics, 4To He oauH Kyt pajg BUAETH CTaporo apyra.

— Wnorga Xepek Oeper MeHs ¢ co0Oif, Korna OTHpaBiseTCsl Ha 3a/JaHue, — Hadal KIyK,
MPUCTATIBHO TISAAS Ha cokojia. — Bo nBopue ckydHo, a g Bcerjma jgwoOun crpaHctBus. M Bot
OJIHaXJbl BBISCHSETCA, 4TO Mbl oTrnpasisiemcss B KupakaBuro. Korga mbl Beiezxanu u3 Taina, 00
3TOM Ja)K€ pa3roBopoB He ObuI0. S Hayad paccrnpaiiuBaTh MpaiM-oduiiepa — KCTaTH, TEHepb 3TOT
IIOCT 3aHUMAeT XepeK, — U TOT paccKazaj MHE O TOM, UYTO HECKOJIBKO JIET JIEP)KaJoCh B CEKpETeE.
I'ota He coxrim Ha KocTtpe. DTa Mep3aBka Kcantus yctpousa eMmy noder B HOUb HaKaHyHE Ka3HU
Topa. Xepek npusHaics, 4To ObLJ HACTOJIBKO MOTPSICEH TEM, YTO YIYCTHJ MPECTYMHHKA, YTO JI0
OKOHYAHUS Ka3HU HU CJIOBA HE cKa3al HU KOPOJII0, HU KopoJieBe. A Jlopuc pemins, 4To Takue Belu
HE clieflyeT MpeaaBarh orjlacke — M0 KpaifHeil mepe 10 Tex mop noka ['ora cHoBa He cxBaTiT. Oba
JTyMaju, 4YTo 3TO OyJeT HEeTpYIAHO — U Xepek, U Kopoib. OnHako Bounbl «ll{uTta», oTrnpaBuBIIKCH
Ha MOMCKH, BEPHYJIUCh HU ¢ 4yeM. [loaTomMy mpumuioch pacrnpocTpaHuTh ciiyXx, oOyaro ['otr ymep B
TioppMe. OtpaBuiics. HenonaTHo, 3aueM U kakuMm o0pa3om, HO... PerieHo noimaTh €ro U Ka3HUTh
taiiHo. [locne kasuu Topa Bech Tanm OblT B OTYAsiHUM, U JIIOAM MOBEPHJIM B 3TY HCTOPHUIO C
otpaBieHueM. Kak Oyqro HMKOMY jAena He ObLJIO JI0 TOrO, YTO CIYYHJIOCh C YEJIOBEKOM, H3-3a
koToporo norud Top...

CakceH CMOPTHYII CJie3bl U 3aMOJT9all, COOMPAasCh C MBICIISIMHU.

—Ilouemy OH JoJpKeH ObUT ymepeTh Takoid cmepThbio, Kmyr? Thl Beap u3-3a 3TOro Hac



nokuHy, BepHo? CHavana ucue3 Top, MOTOM ThI... DHUcca TopeBaja, HaBepHoO, 1ebii ro11. Kpome
Te0s1, y Hee nocie Topa HU4ero He 0CTaBaJIOCh.

Topa nepenonHsIM HE MEHEE CUIIBHBIE YyBCTBA, U KUIyT monbITasICd yCIOKOUTH APYra.

«IIpocto ciymai», — MOCOBETOBAI OH.

— Kak ObI To HU ObLTO, XepeK pelIn1, 4To HaBjIeK Ha ce0s 1030p, YIYCTUB 3aKIIOUEHHOT0, U
MOKJISUICS CJeNlaTh BCE BO3MOXKHOE, 4T0ObI Haiitu ['oTa, — nponoymxkan Cakcen. — M 10 cux nop He
OTKa3ajcsi OT CBOEro clioBa... B oOmiem, Ay Hayana Mbl 3ariiiHYyJIM B OJHO MECTEUYKO 0]
Ha3BaHHUEM JIaCTOYKMHO THE3/0 — IO CIIyXam, TaM ObIJI0O HECTIOKOIHO, — a TIOTOM cJieialii O0JIbIIoN
KPIOK M OTIIPaBWJIMCH Ha ceBep, B KupakaBuio. A s MOKUMHYJ UX C YTpa [MOpaHblIe U MpUexall Cloja.
Hymatro, eciii uckath Koro-to Bpoae I'ota, Kapanyn — camoe nmoaxoisiiee MecTo.

Knyr Bo30yxaeHHO 3axsonan KpbuibsgMu. CaKceH JUX0opaJouHo gymai — Top modtu BUJen,
KaK 3TO IPOUCXOIUT.

— OH 371€Ch? — CIPOCHJT KITYK.

Knyr cnenan Buz, 4to OT pajiocTH HE MOXKET YCHIETh Ha MECTE, IepesieTel Ha BETKY IOBbIIIE
U 3aMmep, Iisaad Ha Oenoe crpoeHue. CakceH MpocieAusl 3a B3IJISAJOM COKOJIa, M Ha €ro IieKax
3aurpaiu >KeJIBaKH.

— 3Ha‘~II/IT, 6YI[6M CJICOUTDH 3a OTUM JOMOM, II0Ka A CaM BCC HC YBUXKY.

CkazaHo — c/1eaHo.

Korpa crano cmepkarbes, CakceH mnotanyics; Kioyr mouTtd B TOYHOCTH IMOBTOPHUII €rO
JBHKCHUE.

— Ilo¥iny mormspky, — 6pocuin Kiyk. OH OeCIIyMHO CKOJIB3HYJI MEXKIY JE€PEBbIMH, MOKHHYII
POLLIUILY U OCTOPOXKHO MEPECEK YIIUILY.

«YT0 OH cobupaercs nenarh?»

«Top, Bpems — Ham Bpar. Ham Hano Bo3Bpamarsces B Cepaie Jlecoy.

Henp3s ckaszate, yto Top mponyctun npepocrepexenne Mumo ymed. Ho nocne ero «Ksim,
NITULA» OHU MPOJIOJDKAIN HAaOJI0IeHUE B TIOJTHOM MOJTYaHUH.

I'ot nexxan cpenu menkoBbix noayuiek. Ha Hem Obu10 4TO-TO BpOJie JUIMHHOM, MOYTH 10 TISIT,
CBOOOJHOMN pyOalllKu M3 JIETKOTO HIeNIKa — Terneph ObIBIIMN MHKBU3UTOP MpEAnoyuTall 0/1€BaThCs
MMeHHO Tak. Jlerkue cxiiagku xopouio ckpbiBaiu xyno0y. Koraa-to ['oT Obll Kpenok u cuiieH, HO
Tenepb OT €ro MYCKYJIOB MOYTH HMYEro HE OCTaloCh, U MPUYMHON ToMy Oblia cTpakka. KomHara
MOTJIa IOKa3aThCsl POCKOUIHOW, HO JIMIIb Ha MEpPBbIN B3IJISA: OHA JABHO MEPEXKUIIAa CBOM JIyUIIHeE
BpeMeHa... Kak M TOT, KTo B Hell Haxomwica. OpHako CTpakka TBOpWJIA uyJeca, 3acTaBiisis
3a0pIBaTh O NOJOOHBIX Mejodax. ['OT MOr BOOOpa3uTh, YTO OH MO-NPEKHEMY BO3TJIABISIET
WHKBU3MLIKIO, TIO-NIPEKHEMY KUBET BO JBOPIIE, €r0 MOTYIIECTBO MO-IPEKHEMY O€3rpaHUYHO, YTO
OH Oorar, 4To €ro MOYUTaIoT... U 60sTcs. [la, 0osTCsA. DTO Beeraa HpaBHWIIOCh eMy OOJIbIIIE BCETO.

JlHu ObUIM JTOJITUMH, MYYUTEIBHO SIPKUMH — OObIYHO ['OT Kypuia CTpakky Mo Beuepam.
[IpaBna Obuta OecnolajgHa, Kak SAOBUTas 3Mesl, M HAHOCHJIA yaap IO-3MEMHOMY TOYHO H
CTPEMUTENIBHO, CTOWJIO TOJIBKO BBIHBIPHYTH U3 AypMaHa. MHorga OpiBmnii MIHKBHU3UTOD IU1akal ot
6omu. Torna npuxoamia Kcantus u HaunHana ero yremarsb.

l'otr Tak ¥ He MOHsII, MMOYeMy OHa He mokuzgaer ero. Kcantus roBopmia o poicTBe AYIL,
00BsICHSIA, YTO Y HUX OJIHU Bparu, OJJHU MeuThl U xkenaHus. OJHAKO KaXKJblil pa3, MOrpyxasch B
NpUsATHOE 3a0bIThe, 10T BUJEN, Kak ero CIyTHHIA MojkuMaeT ryOel. Het, aTa xu3Hb el He 1o
BKycy. A oH cam? B stom I'ot comneBasica. Ho Beap ona cnacna ero ot cmeptu! Kak nep3ko ona
MpHKa3ajga 3TUM >KaJIKUM HAMOTaM BHYCTUTh ee B Kamepy! Takoil mpocroi miaH — U Kakoi
xecTokuil. JlronbMu Bpojie cTapoil KOpoBbl XerrM MOXKHO >KE€PTBOBAaTh 0€3 3a3peHusi COBECTH.
Kcantus ngana et nener, Xerru corjiacuiiach OTIPABUTHCA C HEW B TIOPbMY M OCTaThbCsl B Kamepe
BMecTo ['ota. B xoHIIe KOHIIOB, UTO €if caemaercs? A eciii pa3o0paThCs... NaKe €CIM €€ HAKaKyT
KaK COOOIIHMIlY, 3TO HUYero He 3Ha4yuT. Botr 3a uro oH modbutr Kcanturo. 3a xectokocth. Ee
KaK/1a BJIACTHU U HEYTOJIMMAs KaXK/1a MECTH OIBSHSIIOT. .. TIOYTH KaK CTPAKKa.

I'oT moMHHMI, Kak OHA MpeIoKUIa eMy 3a1epkaTbea B Tajle U MoCMOTpeTh Ka3Hb TOpKHHA
I'mara. OH NOMHMJI, KaK OHU MOCMEUBAJIUCH M TOJBKO MOIIy0)K€ HAJABUIaJIU KaIlIOLIOHBI... a 3TH



[UIYNLBl  BOKPYT pBLIAIM, OIUIaKkuBas ocyxaeHHoro. Ckosbko YyBcTByromux WHKBU3UTOD
3aKJIEUMUIT COOCTBEHHOPYYHO, HO HU pa3y HE MCIBITHIBAJI TAaKOTO YAOBOJIBLCTBHS, KaK MpPU BUE
Topa, BUCSIIETO HA KpECTeE.

A eme oH yBuuen Dnuccy. [a, paau Takoro ctowsio puckHyTh. Hacrosmas xoposneBa. Kak
OHa CTosUla Ha OalIkoHE — ropjasi, HeImokKopHas, He ciomieHHas! HaBepHo, y Hero Bcran Obl OT
TAaKOro 3peiuila... eciad Obl ObLIO ueMy. Bynb MPOKIST KIIyK, KOTOPBIM JIMIIMI €ro MYXCKOTO
JOCTOMHCTBA.

KcanTuio 3Tu TOHKOCTH, IOX0XKE, COBEPIIEHHO He OecriokosT. Ecinu xkeHmuHa He cooupaercs
¢ To0O# cnaTh, €il HalIeBaTh, YTO y T€OS MEXy HOT. 3aTO OHA MOXET BOCXHUIIIATHCSI TBOUM YMOM,
TBOEH XUTPOCTHIO, TBOEH CIIOCOOHOCTHIO 3aCTABUTh BECh MUP ILIACATH O] TBOIO AYAKY.

A ¥ BOT caMblii BOCXHUTUTEIBHBI MOMEHT: KaMeHb yroauia B 100 Topkuny ['mHTy, U depen
MOJIOJIOTO JIeKapsl packojoics. [la, 3TOT IoHel MPUHSIT CMEePTh Xpadpo, 3TOTO HEJb3s OTPULATh. A
3T0 «S mpomar Bac, MO KOpoJby»! BenukonenmHpll TIIEBOK HAIocienoK. Bouctuny, B TOT ACHB
I'oT mosyunn HU ¢ yeM He cpaBHUMOE HacnaxaeHue. OcTaBajloch JIMIIb CTUCHYTh MOKpenye 3yOsbl,
YTOOBI HE PACXOXOTATHCS BO BECH TOJIOC.

Korma I'mat ymwupan, y Kcantuu ropenu riasza, mEKd PacKpacHENIUCh OT YAOBOJbCTBHSA. M
II0Ka JIpyrue B y)Kace U MOJTYaHUU B3UpaJld HA MEPTBOE TEJI0, KOTOPOE BUCEJIO HAa KPECTE, CIIOBHO
TPANUYHAS KYKJIa, Ha 3USIOLIYIO0 paHy BO JIOY U NOTOKU KpoBH, KcaHTHs 0GepHynack U mocMoTpena
Ha Omuccy. KoHeuHo, Myku comepHUIIBI — ymouTenbHOoe 3penuine. Octpeie 3yOoku KcanTtum
BIIMBAJINCh B HWXKHIOIO I'y0y, IIOKa HE IOKa3aJloCh HECKOJbKO KameleK KpPOBH, a IUIEYH YyTh
nojparuBajii oT 0€33By4HOro cMexa, KOIJa JeBYOHKA IPOCTUpajia PYKH, CIOBHO XOTeja
JNOTSHYTbCSI 70 CBOETO yMHUpAIOIIEro JIOOOBHHMKA. A Kak 3Ta ropjsyka HW3MEHWUJIach B JIHIE,
COM3BOJIMB HAKOHEI[-TO MOBEPHYThCS K cBoeMy 3akoHHOMY kopouo! Tyt KcanTtus He chaepxanach
U YyTbh CIBIIIHO 3aXUXHKAIIA.

VYBBI, TOCMOTPETh 3TO MPEIACTaBICHHWE HE yHanoch. A >kaimb. Bor Obl momo0oBaThCs, Kak
TopkunHa ['MHTa CHUMAIOT C KpecTa... WIN Ja)ke MOTporaTb MEPTBOE TEJO0, YTOObI YOEeIUThCS, UTO
910 He coH. Korma I'oT cooOmun o cBoux kenanusx KcanTuu, v oHa MOAHSIIA €r0 Ha CMEX.

— Jlymaenip, rociie TaKoro MOHO BbIKUTh, O0JIBaH?

bonBan. D10 cioBO 3Bydaso B 3aTyMaHEHHOM Mo3Ty ['0Ta, CIIOBHO HECMOJIKAOIIEE 3XO.
WNukBu3utop He nro0ui, Korja Haja HUM cMmerorcsi. Hukrto HuMkoraa He mocmeln Obl Ha3BaTh €ro
oonsanoM. A KcaHntusa nocMena. 3a 3To ee CTOMJIO ObI BO3HeHaBHAeTh. OHA BUJHUT €ro HAaCKBO3b,
3HaeT Bce ero cinaboctu. Kak-To oHa naxe mpuBena eMy OJUHHAALATUIETHION J€BOYKY — BpPOJE
Kak Juis pasBiedeHus. Ho neBouka Toibko peBena W myckana comiad. W BooOmie, kakue
pa3BiIeYeHHUsI [IOCIIE€ BCETo, YTO Mpousonuio? BoT eciu Obl psiioM oKa3ajcs TOT 371aTOBJIACKIM KIYK
— X0Ts Obl Ha paccTOsIHUM IUIeBKa... [lycTtb emy, ['oTy, CBSXKYT pykH, CKytOT 1ensiMmu Horu. OH Bce
PaBHO CyMeeT 100paThCsl 10 YOII0IKa, pa30pBaTh EMY TOPJIO 3y0aMHu. .. U UCKYIAETCs B €T0 KPOBH.

I'oT cHOBa rpe3usn HasiBy, KOTJa BOCXUTHUTEIbHBIA TyMaH, B KOTOPBIA MOrpy)Kaja CTpakka,
Hayan penetb. JleWicTBue cHamoObs 3akaHYMBaNOCh. [louyrm 3akoHumsiocs. M ceiiwac, TOYHO
MIOABOJTHOE YyJIHULIE U3 INIyOUH MOps, HAUMHAET IOJHUMATHCS €ro camblil OOJIBIION CTpax. 3a HUM
KTO-TO cieauT. Ero xTo-TO BBICHEXMBaeT. Jla, ele HEMHOIO — M 3TOT COIVIsjaTail, aTa Mep3Kas
KpbIca MOOEXKHUT K KOPOJIIO, PACCKAXKET, rae mpsayercss oT kKapel MukBusutTop ['oT, M mompocut
Harpapy...

briBmmii THKBU3UTOP CYHYI B POT JUTMHHYIO CTEKIISTHHYIO TPYOKY, TITyOOKO 3aTSIHYJICS, ¥ €r0
Tenmo oOMsKIo. 3enbe Havasmo JeicTtBoBaTh. CHOBa BoO3Bpamayics mokoi. Eciaum ciaumkom yacto
KYpUTh CTpPaKKy, BKYC IepecTaeT oulymarbcs. VcdesaroT Bce 4yBCTBAa U OIIyILEHHUA. ['oBOpAT,
MOXXHO MHTh KHUIIALIYIO BOAY M3 KOTJa U HE YyBCTBOBaTh 00iM. BOT Ha uTO crnocoOHa cTpakka.
[Topoii ['oTy Ka3anock, 4TO €ro KM3Hb KOHYEHA, HO... HET, I0KA OH HE TOTOB IIPOBEPUTH, IIPABIY
JIM TOBOPSAT O CBOMCTBAaX 3TOM TPABBI.

Bor kTto TO4YHO yBepeH, 4TO Bce TOJIbKO HaumHaeTrcss — 3T0 Kcantus. OHa Bce TBEpIUT U
TBEPAMUT MPO KAKOIO-TO CyMaclueAmero 0ora, KOTOPBIM jKaxAeT MIIeHus. ['0T He NMOHHMMal HU
CJIOBA, HO CIIOPUTH C KEHIIMHOW OECTOJIe3HO... a ¢ Tako, kak Kcantus — naxe omnacHo. Beap 31o
Kcantus noGpiBaeT emy camyro jaydinyro cTpakky. Her, Henb3s ccoputbesi ¢ Kcantueit. Mnorna



I'oty xa3zanock, uto He Oyap KcanTuu, He ObI7I0 ObI HU CTPAKKH, HU ATUX KOMHAT.

— Tepnienue, Tepnenue, — BOpKoBajia OHa, MPWKUMasiCh I'yoaMu K ero yxy. — Ceroanst y MeHs
JUTs TeOST €CTh XOPOIITUN TOBAp.

W on Tepne, kak OHA Belena.

Ho urto el Hy)xHO? Yero paau oHM TOpYaT B 3TOM BILIKMBOM MUPATCKOM TOPOAMILIKE, KO/
MOXHO CECTh Ha JIF000# Kopalib u oTIpaBuThCA K UykecTpanHbiM ocTpoBam? ['oT 3aaymaics. Ero
MBICJIA OBUIHM MO-IPEXKHEMY 3aTYMAaHEHbI, HO OJIHO BOCIIOMHUHAHHE BCE-TAaKU BBICTYIHJIO U3 MIJIBI.
Nmenno Kcantus npeanoxusia eMy NpsATaThCs B IPUTOHE, I'/1€ KYPAT CTPAKKY.

— MBI MOeM 371eCh OCTaBaThCsl MECHL], /IBa, 1 HUKTO HAC HE TPOHET, — [IOBTOPsIJIa OHA.

Ho xak nonro onu 3neck npsuyrcsi? I'oT He MOMHUIL

Her, on Touno rpe3ut. OH BUIUT TO, 4ero HeT. beiBmmii UHKBU3UTOp yBUJEI, KaK B €r0 OKHO
CMOTPHUT HEHaBUCTHBIN KITyK.

ot nepekarusncs Ha npyroit 0ok u 3akpbul riaza. O, ecnu Obl! Ecim 61 kityk CakceH B
caMoM Jieie OKazaics 37ech, psaoM! O, kak cTpairHa Oblsia Obl MECTb. . ..

WukBU3UTOp €111e pa3 BTAHYI IbIM U3 CTEKISIHHON TPYOKH U MPOBAJIMIICS B HEOBITHE.

CaxkceH OBUIT y)Ke TOTOB pacliaxHyTh OKHO, BOPBAThCSl B KOMHATY M YOUTH UyZOBHIIE. TOJIBKO
BMeIIaTenbcTBO Kityra momeniano eMy COBEPIINTH STOT OMPOMETUMBBIN TOCTYIIOK.

Cyns o Bcemy, 6biBIINM MTHKBU3UTODP OBLIT 6€3 4YyBCTB.

Psinom ¢ kxpoBaThio, 3aBaJICHHOH BBIIIBETIIUMH IOTyIIIKAMH, CTOSIIO YTO-TO ITOXO0KEE TO JIM Ha
MIECOYHBIE YaChl, TO JIU Ha MPUYYTUBBIA CTEKISIHHBIA KyBIIWH, B KOTOPOM OyJIbKaja M Iy3bIpHiIach
KHUIKOCTh. [lyprmypHBI IBIM TOAHWMMAJICS BBEPX W IUIABAT TMOJ TOTOJIKOM. HHKBU3UTOD
npeBpaTwiics B OnegHoe momobuwe camoro ceds. OH  CTpamrHO OCYHYJCS, HCXynal [0
HEY3HAaBaEMOCTH. .. HO KaK HE Y3HATh 3Ty U3ypPOJOBAHHYIO, CYIOPOKHO TOAEPTUBAOIIYIOCS TUIOTH,
KOTOPYIO TPYTHO Ha3BaTh YeIOBEYECKUM JHIIOM? J[a, TOMCKH HAKOHEI-TO YBEHYAJIHCh YCIIEXOM.

Ho uto manmeme? Botr nax dem mmxopamouHo pasmbinuisin Cakced. [loxoxe, ['oT yxe He
criocoOeH HUKOMY NPUYMHUTH Bpeaa. Bmecto Toro, 4roObl puUCKOBaTh... MOKET OBITh, JTydIe
BepHyThes B Tan? U3BecTuth Xepeka, KOTOPbIN yxe BO3BpallaeTcs Ha ror, B croyuny? Mnu nepsoit
3Ty HOBOCTb JOJDKHA y3HaTh Omnucca? [la, koneuHo. Bpsia au ona oOpaayercs, ycnplimas, 4to ['oT
Ha camMoM jene eme XuB. Ho cioma MoxHO OyneT BEpHYThCS — M HE B OJMHOYKY, & C OTPSIOM
KOPOJICBCKMX BOMHOB, CXBaTHTh 3TOTO BBIPOJKA U HAWUTH Ul HETO JOCTOHHYIO Kapy. PaBHO kak u
IS eTo ool cooOnHuIbl. CakceH KHBHYI. Myzapoe pemieHue.

On ycnerman kpuk Kiryra, HO mpeaynpexaenne 3amo3aaino. YTo-To Kpenko yaapuio KirykKa
T10 TOJIOBE, M OH 0€3 YyBCTB PYXHYJ Ha 3eMJIIO.

Cakcen ounyncs. OH HE TOHHMMAN, TN€ HAXOJWTCSA, W HE YYBCTBOBAJI HHYETO, KpOME
cmaboctu. I'e-To BO ThMe MOCIBIIIANICA TPOMKHi rosioc. Ouenp 3HakoMbIi. HenaBucTtHbii. ['omoc
Kcantum.

KTo0-TO Kpenko nepxan Kiyka.

— Tonbko mIeBENBHUCH, OpOsTa, TIOTKY MEpepexy, — denoBek mmren CakceHy MpsMo B
yX0. — A TIOTOM TIaCTh MOPBY J0 CAMOM 3a/THUIIHI.

3abaBHoe oOemanue. Kiyk moyyBCTBOBaj, Kak B HOCY IIEKOYET OT CMEXa, HO CIEpKaJCs.
Korna Haxoaumibcsi B IOJOOHOM TTOJIOKEHUH, pasyMHEe JIeNaTh TO, 4To Tebe ToBopAT. OQHAKO OH
9yTh TPUIIOHSUT BEKH U TIOTBITAJICS OTJISACTHCS, XOTS Tepe/ ri1a3aMu bl Tyman. Ckopee Bcero,
€ro OTTALWIA Ha 33aJHUHA TBOp. 3AeCh ObBUIO TEMHO, XOTh IJIa3 BHIKOJHM. KcaHTHs, mOXoxkas Ha
0e3yMHOT0 YITBIps, CTOSUIa B IBEPSAX M OpaHWIACh HAa 4eM cBeT CTOMT. KomHara y Hee 3a CIIMHOM
ObL1a SIPKO OCBEILEHA.

[ToTom mIeHHUK COOOpPa3wII, YTO JKEHIIMHA HE Y3HAST HU €r0 CaMOro, HU YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPBI
ero cxBatui. [loucrune, kiryka Cakcena xpanuiu 3Be3qpl! He cTecHsisich B BelpaxkeHusiX, Kcantus
00BsCHSIA «110/13a00pHUKAM», YTO UX OKUJAET, €CIM OHU HE yOepyTcsl OTCIoJa Mpexae, YeM OHa
nocuuTaet Jio cra. [locie 3Toro 1Beps ¢ TPECKOM 3aXJIOMHYIIACh.

— Hy uro, Oyneurb BbIAEIBIBATHCS, JOITOBSA3BIN?



Knyk cruttonyn, modyBcTBOBajl Ha ry0ax MpUBKYC KpOBHM M momotan rojoBoil. Emie oaun
HE3HAaKOMeLl IIEJKHYJI KPEMHEM O Kpecaso, U TEMHOTY Pa30THaI SI3bIYOK IJIAMEHH.

— A Tenepsb 3allOMHUM JpYr Apyra. Toro, KTo X04eT TBOEM CMEPTH, CTOUT 3HATh B JIULIO.

[lepBoe, uro 3amerun CakceH, — A3TO CHHEBATO-OarpoBBIM IlIpaM, KOTOPBIH HAHUCKOCh
repecekall JIMLO HE3HAaKOMIla OT BHCKa 10 cKyibl. Ilox paccedueHHoil OpoBbl0 uepHena MycTast
rinasHuna. CakceH noskan ruiedamu. MoskeT ObITh, OJMH IJIa3 JJI 3TOrO0 KpacaBla — CIHUIIKOM
MHOT0? IloTOM OBIBIIMIT aKpoOaT BCHOMHUI O KMHXKaje, KOTOPbIl OUYeHb HEKCTATH YIIUPAJICS EMY B
ropTaHb, U PELn, YTO CUJIBI SIBHO HepaBHbI. [loxkanyil, IpaKy CTOUT MEPEHECTH HA APYroe BpeMsl.

— I'ne moii coxon?

OpnnHornaspiid ObLT TOX0K Ha YEJIOBEKa, KOTOPBIN YCIIBIIIA YTO-TO HOBOE U BeChMa 3a0aBHOE.

— Knyk? Tak-Tak. Uto-To ThI nanexo 3adpajics, 30JI0TLE.

Ecnu xouemns mo-HacTosmeMy OCKOpOUTH KITyKa, Ha30BU ero «3oJjoTiem». Omanako CakceH
ceprKacs.

— I'ne moii cokon?

— Tenepp 310 Ham cokoi, — OnHOrIa3blil TKHYN MalblieM B CTOPOHY KYCTOB, IJIeé CMYTHO
TEMHEN 4eh-TO CHITYdT. YelloBek aeprkail cokoia. M nepkan oueHb Kpernko.

Cakcen cHoBa mocmoTtpen Ha OaHOTIa30To0.

— Moxeb B35Th BCE MOU JCHBIU U...

— Vike B3su1, — OHOTIa3bli TPSIXHYJ Y HETO Mepesl HOCOM KOLIEIbKOM U YABIOHYIICS.

Cger B tome norac. Kpyrom crosuia THILIKHA.

— Ortnait ntuiy, — CakceH moHU3UI rojoc. — Muadve s teds yobro.

— Iloka 4TO HOX JIEepXKy s KIYK. A MO JIpyr ciiomMaeT TBOEH NTHIIE LIEH0, €CIU Thl HA MEHS
nosiesemwib. Tak yto Oyap ymHHIEH W genail To, yto Tebe rosopsr. Bamu usz Kapanyna, u
noosICTpEe.

CakceH peluni NOJOUTH K JIeNly ¢ JPYroi CTOPOHBI.

— 3ayem Tebe cokon?

— Xam, KyZaa Mbl IJIbIBEM, XUIHBIE NTHUIBI B JTUKOBUHKY. TeM Oosee Takue Kpacasiibl. Ha
UyxecTpaHHBIX OCTpOBaX 3a HEro OTBAIAT Kydy 3o0JioTa. Ee BennuecTBo oOoxkaeT cokosos. Eit
HPaBUTCSI CMOTPETh, KaK OHU YOMBAIOT NTHYEK.

— 41 He myuy.

— Yro, coOpasicst MeHst Tpupe3aTh?

CakceH MeIUIeHHO KHUBHYJI. MHTepecHO, yTo Oyner aanbiie... VM ¢ yauBieHHEM ycCIbllain
cmex OnHormnaszoro.

— Ox, KaKk cTpamHo. AX TOKWIKH Tpscyrcsa. JlagHo, ApyKOYek, 10 HOBOM BCTPEYH... —
rpabuTenb cHOBa paccmesuics, fail CakceHy KpelnKoro MUHKAa U MOTpo3uil eMy nanblieMm. — Tonaii,
TOIai, MOM 30J10TOH. Sl coxpaHui Tebe KU3Hb, TOTOMY YTO BHIKY: TO, UTO 51 y TeOs 3abpai, Tebde
oueHb noporo. Ouens. Ho He crout meperubath nainky. Mens 30ByT Snyc Ksucr. He 3a0ynp,
naaHo?

bonbmie CakceH Huyero He ciblmag. OH TOJBKO yclen 3aMeTuTh, Kak KBHUCT komy-TO
noamurHyi. Ilotom Ha ronoBy kiyka CakceHa OIYCTUJIOCH YTO-TO TSDKEJIO€, W OH yIaj, Kak
MOJIKOILICHHBI.

— bepu ero, e3xait Ha ror u Opoch rae-HUOYIb, — npukazan Anyc Ksuct. — Uem Onmmxe K
cTojuile, TeM jydue. He xouy, 4ToObl OH cr0/1a BO3BpaIaJiCs.

naBa 6
PacctaBaHue oy

Knyr Tak yBine4eHHO MCKall MECTO, OTKYyJa MOKHO OyJeT yBuaeTh ['oTa, 4To HE ycibllan
maroB. Pa30oiHMK MOJKpalics K COKOTY, HAaOpOCHUJI Ha HETO MTUYBIO CETh, @ B 3TO BPEMsI OCTaIbHAs
maiika cxpatwia CakceHa W yTallwia KyJa-TO B TEMHOTY. UbM-TO JIOBKHME MaJbIbl OCTOPOKHO
M3BJIEKJIM TEPHATOrO IUIEHHUKA U3 CETKH U CTAHYJU €My KJIIOB TOHKOM OeueBkoil. [Ipu stom Kyt
BCE-TaKH YCIIeJI KIIOHYTh HETOs1s1, HO 3TO ObLIO citaboe yTenieHue.



«He compotusisiics, Kmyr. [loGepern cumibl. JlaBail momoxaeM W MOCMOTPHUM, YTO UM
HY>KHO.

[To mpaBae rosops, Top He omryman B cede ¥ NMOJOBUHBI TOW XpaOpPOCTH, KOTOPYIO BHYIIIAT
apyry. TpyaHO coXpaHsATh IPUCYTCTBUE JyXa, KOT/Ia TBOE TEJIO HAXOIUTCS T1e-TO OYEHb JIAJIEKO.

Hanexxpl mouTu He 0CTaoch, KOT/1a ApY3bsl MOHSUIM, KaKylo cyabp0y yrotoBuin uMm Keucr u
ero maiika. OHU chAbIIAIKM MPUKA3 NPEIBOAUTENST M MOTJM JIMIIb B OTYAasiHUM CIEIUTh, Kak
CakceHa BOJIOKYT 10 yJIHUIIE.

3necy Knyr 6pu1 Geccmnern. Emy ocrtaBanochk aymarh JUIIb 00 OJHOM: YTO CYJIMT MM 3TO
ONacHoOE MOJI0XKEeHHe U Kak cractu Topa.

«3abyap 000 MHe, riaynen! — psABKHYJI OH. — Y Hac Ha cueTy Kaxielii mur! Jlymaii o cebe,
TOJIBKO O Te€0E... 0 TOM, KaK OTCIOJ]a BEIOPATHCS.

«41 HE cobuparochk...»

Knyr ne man emy moroBoputh. SApocth Omiach B KaKIOW M3 €ro XpPYNKHX KOCTOYEK, B
Ka)KJIOM IIEepBIIIKE, U TOp 4yBCTBOBAI ATO.

«/laBait Tak: Tbl OOJIbILIE HE CTAHEUIb PUCKOBATh U JIEJIaTh HAIlle MOJIOKEHUE XYXKE, YEM OHO
ectb. [loHsin? A Tenepb MPU30BU BCIO CBOIO CMEKAJIKy M YTO-HUOYAb npuaymail. Bpemenu Her.
Ceituac KBHCT 3acyHeT MeHS B MEUIOK, M s IEepecTaHy MOHHUMATh, IJe HaXx0Xych. [loToM MbI
OKa)keTcsl Ha Kopabiie, KOTOPbIN IIbIBeT K YykecTpaHHBIM OCTpoBaM. Tbl yMpellb BO MHE, U 4
TOXKE€ YMpY — IIOTOMY 4TO Moe cepAue Oyner pazouto. Tel noruduens, Bropoii u3 IlanaguHos He
BBINOJIHWI CBOM JIOJNT... Thl HE MOXEIIb TaK CO MHOW MOCTYNuUTh. M Mo3ToMy cienaenib To, 4To s
Tebe ckazain. [Ipsmo ceituac!!!»

«Yero 11 OT MeHs noOuBaembcs?» — 3aopan Top. Ceituac emy CTajmo MO-HACTOSIIEMY
CTpAIIHO.

«/lymaii, kak MOXHO BOCIIOJIb30BaThcs cBouM aapoM. Jymaii, Top! [ymaii! Becrmiomun Bee,
yro 3Haeulb. OTBeT B Tebe camom. Jluce Bceraa roBopuiia: Ha BCE €CTh OTBET, HAlO TOJBKO
paBWIBHO 3a1aTh Bonpoc. He cnaBaiics! Cmacait ce6s. Hac... — Tuxo 1006aBWiI OH U CMOJIK.

Ha mur Top nouyscTBOBanN cedst moTepsiHHBIM U O6ecriomoiHbIM. Korza oH 011 pebeHKOM, HE
J000Bb POJIUTENEH U HE X MOJJIEP’KKA MMO3BOJISUIM €My YyBCTBOBATh Ce0sl 3alUILIEHHBIM OT BCEX
6en. Jleno ObLIO B Opyrom: OH 3HAJ, YTO 00JAAAaeT CWIOH, MPUPOTY KOTOPOW HUKTO HE MOXKET
noctuyb. JJist Hero He OBLII0 HUYero HeBO3MOXKHOTO. Jlake kormaa MepKy/ MpeuiokKuil eMy puTyas
nepeMeneHus a1y, Top Bepusl, 4To OH y HEro noxydurcs. Ho mpoiio HECKOJBKO JIET, U €r0 YKe
I0XKyT coMmHeHus. OH MOXeT cpaenatb BbeIOOp... W moruOHyth. A Knyr? Her, Kunyr ne
comHeBaerca. Kuyr, ero cambiii Onu3kuii, camblii BepHbId Apyr. Kiyr 6e3 konebanuii mpumer
CMEpTh, €CJIM PEILIUT, 4To 3TO craceT Topa.

N Top pemmincs.

On e pomyctut rudemu Knyra. OH He momycTtut, 4ToObl oOena JoCTalach CTPAIIWIIHUIILY,
OJlypMaHEHHOMY SJJOBUTHIM CHaJ00bEM, )KEHIIMHE O€3 YECTH U COBECTU U OJJHOIIIa30My MOPCKOMY
pa36oitHuKy. OH BCIIOMHUII, KaK OHU C DJIMCCOM ObUIM I€ThbMH, U OHA YYMJIa €r0 MPEBPALATh CThL]
B CHIIY, KaJIOCTh K caMOMy cebe — B CTpEMJICHHUE K II€JIH, a CTPaxX — B APOCTh. ITO OBLIO JABHO, HO
ceryac OH CMOYKET HAalTH B ceOe CMENOCTh, KOTOPasi EMy TaK HYXKHa.

Top ywmen B cebs1, mpusBan L{BeTa, 1 OHU TYT K€ OTKIMKHYJIMCh HA €0 30B, B3METHYBILHUCh,
kak mnams. Teneps Kiyt, ka3anock, ObL1 re-To Jajieko-aaineko. 3ato Top mouyBCTBOBAJ CBA3b C
COOCTBEHHBIM TEJIOM, KOTOpPOE JIeKajo B Jiecy noj oxpaHoit Conmanbl u Apaberisl. YToOb! HailTH
€ro, He HY)XHO ObUIO HCKaTh JOPOry IO 3Be3laM. Y HEro OCTajJoCh BCErO0 HECKOJbKO YacoB.
Heckonpko yacoB — u ero teno ymper, u torga konen u Kiyry, u TpuegunctBy. Topa oxBatui
rHeB, U [[Bera 3a0ymieBanu ¢ TOM e IPOCTHIO.

«Beppb B cebs».

Kto 310 ckazan? Top He 3HaNI, HO MBICIIEHHO TIOBTOPHJI 3TH cJioBa. Beps B ceOsl.

W npeirayin.

«CyacTiIMBOTO MyTH, APYXKUIIE, — KpUKHYI KiyT — emy, MOXo)e, HUKOI/la He W3MEHsuia
CMeJIOCTh. Mex Iy UX pa3yMaMHU YK€ YCTaHOBUJIACh CBs3b. — He 3a0bIBail MEeHs».

« Tebs mobmro, Kityr», — mpomeniran Top.



«3Hato».

Ces13p o0opBaachk. Top mpoaoimKan myTe B oauHOoYecTBE. OH 4yBCTBOBAI TOJBKO OJHO: OH
nBuraercs ObicTpo. Bokpyr Obliia mycToTa, ¥ OH JieTell CKBO3b Hee. A rre ke [[Bera? MoxeT ObITb,
3TO OHM CUSIIOT y Hero 3a crnuHoi? Wnu on cam crtan L{Beramu? brictpee, ObicTpee... 1 Hukakux
3BYKOB.

CKOJIbKO BpEMEHHU OH JIETEJI, IPEXkKIE YeEM 3TO MPOU30ILIO0?

Omneyxa neaensiero xojgoaa. [Jpmwkenne 3amemmiock. Top pactepsuics. Uto takoe? I'ne-to
ri1yOOKO 3aIeBEIUIIOCH IypHOE NMPEAYYBCTBHE. .. U TYT K€ NOUYBCTBOBA: YTO Obl HU M010MPAIOCh
K HEMY, HEJIb35 JOIYCTHTb, YTOOBI OHO JAOTSHYJIOCH IO HETO U3 TIIyOMHBI CBOETO YOSIKHUIIIA.

«JleTu manmpie!» — BommiIM Kakue-To rojioca. HemcroBo, HaCTOWUYHBO.

Topy nokasajnocs, 4TO OH y3HaJ UX, HO BCKOPE rojl0ca CTUXJIU, U OCTAJICS TOJBKO CTpax.

3aTemM 3a3Bydasq APYrod TOJOC. XOJIOAHBIA, HEMPUBETIHMBBIA... OT HEro Tak W BEsJIO
XOJIOJIOM.

«A-a... 3HaYUT, 3TO U €CTh TOop», — CKa3aJl JEAIHOU roJI0C.

«KT10 THI?»

Top Bech Apokanm — TO JM OT CTpaxa, TO JU OT XOJIOAA.

«S1 — 2310 7.

becnipenenbHblil yxxac oxBatuin Topa. OH Oonbmie He asuraics. OH ymupan Kaxzaoe
MTHOBEHbE, KOTOPOE MPOXOIUJIO 31€Ch, M1 YyBCTBOBAJ c€0s TaK, CIIOBHO €ro MocCaJuiu Ha KOJ WU
MPOH3WIIH KOTIHEM.

«Opnak?»

I'onoc pacemesticsi. B aToM cmexe He ObUIO TEIUIOThI, HO €ro 00J1aaTesb IBHO BECEIUICS.

«1 He Opuak, XOTs OH MEHSI UHTEPECYET, KaK U TeOs».

«['ne ou?»

[Ipexne uem Top ycapiiman OTBET, pa3aaics Apyroi rojoc. B HeM 3BeHena X0Ji0Has sipoCTh,
1 OT HEro pacKaJibIBajach rojosa.

«Oroiinu ot HEero!» — mpousHecna Jluce.

IIepBblii rosoc paccMesuics.

«OH 1mpocTo npoJieTan MUMO. A MHE OJINHOKO.

«Bnepen, OvicTpee! — Teneps Jluce obpamanace k Topy. — Bpemst — TBoif Bpar.

Top 3actraBuil ceOst BbIMTH M3 oleneHeHusa. Bckope OoH CHOBa Muaics CKBO3b IYCTOTY.
Bocnomunanue o TOM 3710BELIEM JIEITHOM TOJIOCE BCE €€ TPEBOXKUIIO €ro, HO CKOPO 3a3Bydallu
Jpyrue rojioca — Ipyxeckue, npuseriusbie. OHU nenu, Bcrpedas Topa.

Orto Obutn HebOecubie Oruu. OHU Ka3zaduch OT3BYKOM ero coOctBeHHbIX L[BeroB. Bot oHHu
JETAT HAaBCTPeUy, KPY)KaT PSIOM C HUM, MOJISIT HE OTCTaBath... M Top moBuHOBaCS.

Tomdok ObUT TAKMM BHE3AITHBIM M TAKMM MOIIHBIM, CJIOBHO Top Bpesascs cam B ceds. Ecmu
pazo0pathcsi, Tak OHO U ObUI0. Topa MOAOPOCHIIO, OH YCHBIIMIAN BO3rJIac Apabesibl, HO HE MOT
OTKpbITh TIua3. Jlaxke chenarh BIOX OKa3aJoCh IOYTHM HEBO3MOXHO. Heyxkenn oOH cHOBa B
cobctBenHoMm Tene? Her, Bce kak-To HempaBmwibHO. Hafo apimarth, apimars. . .

«Tpl Hac Hamyram, — pa3fganoch y HETro B rojioBe Bopyanue CouaHbl.

Top nomnbITalsics cecTb. Apadeiia nocnennsia NoMoYb EMy U 3aKJIIOYNIIA FOHOUTY B OOBATHS.

— 51 xe npenynpexnaana Teds, Top: HE pucKyil.

OTuienpHUIIA CMaxHYIa ClIe3bl U CTPEMUTENBHO Hcye3a B TyMaHe... Her, 3170 TymMaH y Hero
B nasax. Eme HeMHOTO — M KapTHHA cHOBa crayia 4yeTkod. HeGecHbie OrHU MOTYCKHENH, OTIAJIH,
OCTaJIOCh TOJILKO MATKOE Oesecoe CUsIHUE.

Hapmya Kopun crosin psaom.

— 51 pan, 4To THI BepHYyJICA K HaM, TopkuH I UHT.

— Cnacu60, uro nocnan OrHu MHE HaBCTpedy, — rojioc y Topa Obll CUILIBIM.

— OHU caMu OTIIPAaBWINCH TEOsS cracaTh, — OTBETHI 00T JiecoB. — OHHU TOJIeTeNH K TeOe, ChIH
Moi. OHuU oueHb 0osTHCh 3a TeOs1. OHU CKa3ayi, YTO JTOJDKHBI IPUBECTH TEOS TOMOIA.

Top MBICIEHHO MOTJAAUI OJWH U3 OTOHBKOB, IMOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK TOT 3aresl OT PajioCTH, U
KOCHYJICSI Cpa3y BceX, Moyb3ysch L[BeTamu — 3TO ObLT 0COOBINA, €MMHCTBEHHO TOHATHBIA JJIST HUX



000UX SI3BIK.

— Cmacu60, Apy3bst MOH.

Cosmana monuta mpods. Bech ee BUI TOBOPWIJI O TOM, YTO OHA HCIIBITHIBAET OCCKOHEYHOE
oOseruyeHue.

Hexotopoe Bpems Top nBurancs ene-ene. COOCTBEHHOE TEJIO Ka3aJioch YYXHM U
HCIIOCITYITHBIM. HGYKJ'IIO)KG KOBBLIAA, OH BCC-TaKW JOTrHAJI BOTYUILY.

«IIpoctn MeHs».

«5 3Haw, — meuvanbHo oTBetwsia CosvaHa. — Mpl cTOJIBKO mpouin BMmecte. CTpaliHo
nmoaymMarb, 4YTO Mbl MOTJIM IIOTCPATH PaHBUIC, YEM Thl JOCTUTHECII b cBOEH OeJan».

TOp HE 3HaJI, B YEM €I'0 IICJIb. Ho TEPIICTE HC MOTI', KOrJAa 9TOT BOIIPOC MOAHUMAIN OTKPLBITO.

« morepsut Kiryray.

«1 moraganacey.

«Kax?»

«Ero ¢ To6o# mer. Kityr — TBO# 3amuTHUK, nepBbid u3 [lananunos, kTo cBsizad ¢ T000#. OH
CKOpee YMpET, YeM IMOKUHET TeOsD.

«OH HE yMep».

«Bce moxet 6b1Th. Ho 3TO ero BEIOOpY.

Ee ronoc 3a3Byuai euie nedajibHed, 1 TOp NOPBIBUCTO MOBEPHYJICA.

«He rosopu tak, Conuana!»

«/nst Hac cmepTh — 310 0cBOOOXAeHUE, Top. Thl TOJDKEH 3TO IIOHUMATHY.

«51 HEe MOHUMaTO. .. — MPOOOPMOTAIT OH U CIIOTKHYJICA. — S BOOOIIE HUYETO HE TIOHMMAIO».

«Crapaiicsi Kak MO>KHO OOJIbIIIE TBUTATHCS, — ACJIOBUTO OTKIMKHYJIACh Boaduma. — CKOpO THI
CHOBA IIPUBBIKHELIH K CBOEMY TEIY».

«MHue Hano nporynsatbes. [Iporymnka Oyner q0aroin.

«IIporynsaTecs ¢ TOOOM 3a KOMIAHUIO 7Y

«B Kapagyu?»

ApaOena yciplliana ero nocjieHue caoBa U 00epHyIach.

— Tsl xouewb BepHyThCs. — Apabeiia Obluia MOTpsICeHa.

— Ma. 5 otnpaBisitoch HEMEIJICHHO.

— To1 He MOXeITb 3TOTO ceNaTh! — BOCKIIMKHY/IA OTIICTHHHIIA.

— S nosxen Haiitu Kiyra.

— OtroBopu ero, Conuana. Ckaxxu emy.

Top ocranoBuiCs.

—Yr1o OHaA T0JDKHA MHE CKa3aTh?

Conuana Obula CIIOKOMHA, Kak W Bcerna, U ropopuia tuxo. «Kaxercs, [ecsarsiii Tepser
CHLTBI».

— CKOJIBKO OH eIl MPOJCPIKUTCSA? — HIUETO HE BBIPAYKAIOIIMM TOJIOCOM cripocui Top.

— Mpu1 He 3HaeM, — Apabenia, Ka3aiaoch, Jajia BOJIIO OTYASTHUIO U cTpaxy. — IMeHHO mosTomy
THI HEe JoJbkeH nokuaath Cepane JlecoB. 3aech Thl B 0€3011aCHOCTH.

Top B310XHYIIL.

— Nmenno mostomy s mospkeH mokuHyTth Cepane JlecoB, ApaGemna. 3necs 6e3omacHo. U
34€Ch OT MCHA HET HUKAKOI'O TOJIKY. S xe JAUYb, IIOMHHIIIE?

OH marHyJn K OTIIENbHUIIE, OHA TI03BOJIMIIA Ce0s1 OOHATH, U TOP HEXKHO TOIIETIOBAJ €€ B T'YOBI.

— Obemraro Tebe, uTo HE cTaHy OoJsbine puckoBaTh. Ho s momkeH Haiitu cBoero cokoia. OH
MPUHAIESKUT MHE — a 1 IPUHAICKY EMY.

Top monro cMOTpen B ee TeMHBIE, IIBETa TYCTOTO JbIMa IJa3a, MOACPHYTHIE TIeICHON Tiia3a.
HaKOHCII OTHIC/IbHUIIA KUBHYIJIA.

«Cepnaue JlecoB cHoBa Oynet Bectu T€0s1, Top», — cKkazayia BoJYuIIa.

TOp Imorjjaania HBIMHBIﬁ, FYCTOﬁ mex CoinmaHbl U CHOBA C BOCXHUIIICHUEM OTMCETHJII, KakK
CCpC6pI/ICTBIG KOHYHMKH BOJIOCKOB BCIIBIXUBAIOT IIPU KAXKAOM IABVIKCHUU.

«51 mory nepenectuch B Kapanyn, Conuana? IloMHumb, koraa Mbl ¢ Dauccoi Oexanu u3
KapemOoma...»



«Her, Top. Tel MOXeNIb UCTIOIB30BaTh 3TOT CIOCO0, uT0OB BepHyThest B Cepare Jlecos, HO
Hukak nHave. B Kapanyn tebe npunercst 1ooupaTbcsi 0ObIYHBIM IyTEM, HO JEpPEBbs IOMOTYT TeOe
JIBUTaThCSI TaK OBICTPO, KaK 3TO TOJIBKO BO3ZMOMKHOM.

HaBepHo, BoJIKM BCe-Taku YMEIOT ycMmexarbes, notoMmy uro ColinaHa ycMexHyack. Top Obul
HE Ha IIYTKY yJMBJICH.

«Hacnaxnatics nmyremectsueM. Bece HeoOxouMoe ThI OTyYHINnb Ha Kpato Bennkoro Jlecay.

Top ocraHoBuiCsS y pyubsi, IZle OHM C OJHMCCOM BIEPBbIE 3aHUMAJIUCH JHOOOBBIO.
OnycTUBIINCH HA KOJIEHU MEpe]] HECHEIIHbIM [TOTOKOM, OH CTaJl UThb, MbITASICh BHI3BATh B MaMsTH
KApTHUHBI TOW JyHHOW HO4YM. IIepBBIM IIIOTOK HANOMHWI BKYCOM HX Inouenyd, u Top MbICIEHHO
nobyaroapui py4ei 3a 3TOT HOJapOK.

[ToToM 10HOIIA CHOBA MOBTOPWUII IPO ceOsl YKa3aHUs BOJYHIbI, BHIIPSIMMUIICS, OMYCTUII PYKU U
3aKphUI TJ1a3a, oxuAas 3Haka. OH Haydwiics JaBHO Oe3oroBopodHo noBepsaTh Cepamy JlecoB. OHO
HUKOI'/Ia HE IPUYMHUT EMY 3J1a.

UYrto-10 KOCHYNO0CH ero Hor. [lorom mociplmancs mopoX JUCTBBL. TOp OTKpPBLI I1a3a, U €ro
0XBaTWJo BoJHeHHe. BeTBu aepeBbeB onyThiBasiu ero. FOHoIIa 3acTaBui ce0s YCIIOKOUTHCS U €11Ba
ycIien IepeBecTr AyX, KOI/la OHU BBINPSMUIMCH U, TOUHO KaTalyJibTa, OJOPOCHIIN €r0 B BO3IYyX.
[lyremectBue Hayanock. Ero oxBaruio ymnoeHue, rpaHuyaiiee ¢ skcrazoM. OH CHOBa Jieren, Ha
3TOT pa3 B COOCTBEHHOM TeJ€, U OT BOCTOPra XOTeN0Ch KpUYaTh.

Crnenytomiee nepeBo noiimano Topa mpexk/e, 4eM OH yCIell BbIIOXHYTb, U IEepeOpOoCUiIo ero
nansine. M eme pa3. 1 eme. JlepeBps HE AaBaiM €My ynacTh, JIOBKO IOAXBATHIBAIM HA JIETY U
oTnpanisuin aaiblue. Top 3acmesics. OH MOT MOKIISICTBCS, YTO JIEPEBBSI CMEIOTCSI BMECTE C HUM, U
MOHSLJI, 4TO TockutaeT uM LIBera, 6maromaps ux. Kapamyn Ob11 Bce Oimke.

[Ipowen nume aeHw, koraa Top goctur rpanunsl Bennkoro Jleca. Ha kapre Jlec HamoMunan
OTIIEYaTOK OTPOMHOM pPACTONBIPEHHOW MATEPHU, U ceiluac Top HaxoAwyics Ha CaMOM KOHYHMKE
«majnblia», KOTOPbIM ykasbpiBasl Ha ceBep. [lyremecTBue He oka3ajaoch YyTOMUTENbHBIM. [lepeBbs
ObutH Tak 100pel kK Hemy! Bcro nopory oHu mopbanpuBanu e€ro, BIUBajiu B Hero cuibl... Korma
MOCJIEJHEE U3 HUX OIYCTHJIO €r0 Ha 3eMJII0, J0 LIEJIU OCTaBaJIOCh MATH HE OO0Jblle, YeM MOJIIHS
nyru. Conuana ckazana npasay. Ha 3emue, mox Kycramu, akKypaTHOM Ky4KOM Je)Kaiau BeLIU.
ScHO, 4TO MX OTOMpanu OYeHb TUIaTeNbHO. YucTas onexaa, HOBas, HO HENPUMETHas — JIaXke B
pa300iHMUbEM TOpOJIKE B TaKOM OJEXIE €ro BIOJHE MOTJIU MPHUHATh 3a CTPAHHUKA, KOTOPBIN
OKHJAeT IMOMYTHOro Kopabiyid. B koxaHON NOSICHOM CyMKe OOHapyXHJIOCh HECKOJIbKO BELIMII,
KOTOpbIE, HECOMHEHHO, OKa3aJIUCh TaM HE IPOCTO Tak. BeposTHO, MX mpelHa3HaYeHHE JOJIKHO
OBbLIO CTaTh MOHSATHO MO3XKE.

On wMmbicnieHHo no3Ban Kiyra, HO oTBera He mosydmi. UYTo K, HE CTOUT MEMJIUTh... Top
MOYTUTENbHO MOKIOoHUICS Benukomy Jlecy, Gnaromapst ero, yciblial TUXUH LIENOT JAEPEBHEB U
3ammarai npous. [lyremiectBue o6emano ObITh JOJITHM.

FnaBa7
TanHa dnucchl

Boo0mie-To, B 3T0 yTpo Dmmcce clenoBalio HaclaXIaThes MOKoeM. Heckolbko ee yueHHKOB
ITOAXBATWIIH JINXOPAJKY; HUUErO CEPhE3HOT0, HO YPOKH MPHUIIIOCh OTMEHUTh. Kakast 3TO pekocTs,
noayMana Jimcca, — HECKOJIBKO 4acoB, KOTOPhIE OHA MOJXKET MOCBITHTH camoil cebe. Koposs u
KOpOJIeBA OTIPABUIIMCh KaTaTbCsl BEPXOM M HE CKOPO BEpHYTCS. MOXKHO NMOKMHYTh Nokou Jlopuca,
MOTYJISITh, HEeMHOTO TIOOBITE ¢ Jlkumom. Ho... BmecTo 3Toro ona 6poauia mo xkaOWMHETY KOPOJIS,
KacaJlaCh MUCHbMEHHOTO CTOJIA, CTYJIa, IEpeKyIaIpiBalia C MecTa Ha MeCTo Oymaru, KOTOPBIMH JIaBHO
He ObUI0 HYyX/bl 3aHMMaTbcs. OHa OpaHuiia ceds 3a TO, YTO HE YXOAMT... U IOHUMAJIa, 4YTO IIPOCTO
HE MOXET YUTH.

Monoasi JKEHIIMHA TOJONIIa K BBICOKOMY OKHY M CTajla CMOTPETh Ha IUIOIIAAb IEpe[
JBOPIIOM, BCIIOMHHAs, KakK IOCIEIHUN pa3 ocTaBajiach OJHA B ATHX MOkKosix. Torma Jlopuc c
Haiipueii oTpaBmiInch B MOE3NKy MO KOpoJieBcTBY. KoposieBa gonro yoexaana cympyra, 4To 3TO



HeoOxoauMo, u Jlopuc, KOTOpBIM TMOHAYalxy W CIBIIIATh HUYETO HE XOTEeN, B KOHIE KOHIIOB
YCTYIUIIL.

[IpumepHO B 3TO k€ BpeMs Diincca BIIEPBbIE 3al0J03PUIIA, YTO KOPOJb YAENSET €l CIUILIKOM
MHOTO BHUMAaHHS... ¥ YTO CaMa OHA HACIAXJAeTCsl 3TUM, — HE CTOJIbKO €ro BHUMAaHHUEM, CKOJIBKO
COOCTBEHHBIMH YyBCTBaMH, KOTOPBIC MPOCKHITATINCh B Hell. OHa HAKOHEII-TO MPHU3HAIACh cede, UTo
Oonee yem HepaBHOoaymiHa K Jlopucy. OHa Tak crapajach JymMarb O HEM Kak O TEMHOM Tydye Ha
HEOOCKIIOHE CBOEH U3HU — U BIIPYT MOHSIIA, YTO ATOT YEJIOBEK 03apsieT €€ JIHU, [T0J00HO SIPKOMY
cBeTy cosiHla. Kak Dnucce He XBaTajio €ro, Korja OH OTIpPaBJsUICAd B KaKylo-HHOYIb JaJIbHIOK
noe3nky! OHa JaBHO Haydmiach CKpbIBaTh CBOW IIEPEKMBAHUS, KaKoBbl Obl OHM HU ObutH. Ee
CTpaZlaHusl U PaJloCTH, €€ KeJIaHUs — 3TO TPy3, KOTOPbIN OHA JOJDKHA HecTu cama. OJIHAaKO Tenepb,
KOT'JIa 9yBCTBA KOPOJIS YK€ HE BHI3BIBAIIM COMHEHHIA, €€ 0XBAaTHII CTpax.

Jlopuc pasroBapuBasl ¢ HEil Ha OE3MOJIBHOM S3bIKE B3TJIAIOB M yiablOOK. Kazamoch, ero
BHUMAaHHE K HEH MPEeBpaTHIIOCh B OCYEBKY, OJWH KOHEI KOTOPOH OH JAEPKUT B pyKax, a IPYruM
neiTaeTcs cBaA3aTh ee. lIpaBna, oH mpukacaics K Hel Toipko B3rsaoMm. M Dmucca moutu He
COMHEBAJIaCh: ATOI'0 HUKOTI'/Ia HE MPOU30MIET, MOTOMY uTO Jlopuc JIFOOUT CBOIO JKEHY.

Mosket ObITh, JIydllle IpocTo cOexarb u3 aBopua’? IlonoxkeHue cTaHOBUIIOCH YIPOXKAIOIIUM.
Dnucca COBEpIIEHHO HE X0Tesa, YToObl U3-3a Hee Havaycs ckanaaid. OHa UCKyIIaeT KOpoJisi OJHUM
CBOUM IIPUCYTCTBHEM, BIOCIEACTBUM OH MOXKET 00 ATOM MOXKAJIETh... a JIyYIIUi crocod u3dexarsb
MCKYIICHHS — 3TO N30aBUTHCS OT TOTO, YTO UCKYIIIAET.

Her. He Jlopuc nyraer ee. Ee nyrator codctBeHHble uyBcTBa. Ilyraer To, Kak cTpacTHO oHa
KaXKJET MPUKOCHYThCSI K HEMY, JaXe €CJId OH IpPOCTO 3aJeBaeT ee, mpoxojs Mumo. Ilyraer
KeJlaHHE HAXOJIUTHCS PSIOM — TOJOJbIIE MOopadoTaTh, 3arjsHyTh BEYEPOM B €r0 MOKOH, YTOOBI
YTOYHUTH KaKyr-HHOY/Ib MEJIOYb... A Kakoe 3TO HaclaXJeHUE — Xajlb, YTO MOJI0O0HOE CITy4yaeTcs
PElKO: CHIETh HANPOTHUB, MOTSATUBAsI BUHO, CMOTPETh €My MpsMO B Triasa... M GecenoBark, Kak co
CTapbIM JPYrOM.

Ho nocne 3Tux OeclieHHbIX MUHYT, IPOBEACHHBIX HaeauHe ¢ Jlopucom, Dnucca HeHaBU e
ce0s. [Ipenarensuuna! Moxxer ObiTh, Halipus norajsiBaercss 0 4yBCTBE, KOTOPOE PACTET B HUX
00oux? JKeHckoe uyyThbe B TAaKUX cllydasix 0OObIYHO He 0OMaHbIBaeT. OJIHAKO KOpOJIeBa HU pa3y Jaxe
HE 3aUKHYJach 00 3TUX BeuepHux Bcrpeuax. OHa gake HAMEKOM He JjaBalia MOHATh, YTO OJIU30CTh
MEXJly CaMbIMH JOPOTHMH JUIsl HEE JIIOJABMH BBI3BIBACT y Hee paszapaxeHne. HampoTuB, oHa
OTKPBITO TIOAOApHBaa UX, JaBajia TOHATh, YTO MCKPEHHE XKENAeT, YTOOBl ApYyx0a MEXITy HUMHU
Kperuia. 9T0 yCIOKauBaJo.

Dnucca MpHXKaiach JULOM K XOJIOAHOMY cTekiy. Eciau oHa cOeXUT, HUYEro XOpollero u3
3TOro He mnoJiyuutcs. He uckitoueHo, yTo OHa OEKHUT OT MYCTHIX CTPAaXOB... a IUIOXO OT 3TOrO
Oyner kopouto, koposeBe, xwry. Her, ona ocranercs 3mecb u Oymer TpyAuThcs Ha Oraro
Tamnmuaopa. Y Hu4eM — Hu4eM! — He JacT KOPOJTIO TIOBO/IA HANIESThCS, YTO X OTHOIICHUS CTaHYT. ..
emre 6osiee Onm3kuMu. JKeraet OH 3TOro, MM 3TO €M TOJIBKO KayKETCs.

B TO Bpemst kak Dnucca MBICIEHHO NMPOM3HOCWIA 3Ty KIATBY, WX BenuuecTBa KOpoib U
KopoJieBa TammHOpa, KaTaauch BEPXOM B CBOMX OXOTHUYBMX yronpsax. Ilox xoposieBor Halipuen
ob11 Opeticun, ee moOuMBbIN xepedben. Hu Jlopuc, Hu Xepek He Bo3pakalid, KOTJa OHa peluia
MIPUCOEIUHUTHCSI K HUM BO BpPEeMsl YTPEHHEH MPOTryJIKU, XOTsS 3HaJIa, YTO B ATO BPEMsI OHH OOBIYHO
o0cyXJaroT iaHbl Ha JieHb. Ciydanoch, 4To ux conposoxaan Jxumn, u Halipus 3Hana, 4to KopoJib
HCKpPEHHE HacaX/1aeTcsi OOIIECTBOM FOHOIIIH.

Ceromnsi kopoJieBa mpocHynach pano. CoH, KOTOpBI OHA yBHENA IMMOJ YTpO, ObUI O4YeHBb
CTpPaHHBIM U SIPKMM: €il sBUJach KEHILIMHA, KOTOopas cKa3aua, uyTo cerois yrpom Hailpuu ne
cineayer octaBiAtrh Jlopuca B oamHoudecTtBe. [lo mpaBie roBopsi, KOpOJEBE M CAMOM XOTEJIOCH
MOOBITH C CYNpPYroM, MO3TOMY OHa IpHUKa3aja MPUTOTOBUTH BCE HEOOXOIMMOE JIsi yTPEeHHEH
IIpOryJIKu BepxoM. U teneps, sietd no noism paxom ¢ Jlopucom u XepekoM, OHa pajoBallach, 4To
MocJIylanach MpuKa3a HEBEJIOMON TOCThU.

BHe3anHo oHa moHsNa, 4TO pa3MbllLIsieT 00 OTHOWIEHUAX Mexay Jlopucom u ero roHOM
nomotrHuIei. [Ipexnae Bcero, oHa GiarogapHa AEBYIIKE: ¢ HEH KOPOJb CTal 3aMETHO CIIOKOWHEE.



«Thl HamIa K04 K ero ayme, Dnuccay. CKoJIbKO pa3 oHa cama noBropsia 3to! Byayuu crapiie
Dnuccsl, KOpoJieBa HE MOIJIa HE 3aMETUTh €€ KpacoThl M O4YapoBaHHUS. A HEJIaBHO OHa CTala
3aMmeuaTh Koe-uTo eme. Koponb To u geno Opocan Ha DnMccy B3IUISIBI, KOTOPbIE HEBO3MOKHO
CIIyTaTh HU C 4eM. B3rsiipl, KOTOpBIE O CUX MOp NPpEeAHA3HAYAIKUCH JIUIIb € OTHOM.

Her, Hukakoii Bpax1e0HOCTH y KOPOJIEBBI 3TO HE BBI3BIBAJIO. DJIMCCa caMa He MOHUMAET, YTO
cBOUT MykuuH ¢ yma. Ho Haiipus cnummkom xopomio 51o nonnmana. Hukro He criocoOeH ycTosITh
nepe yapamu Dircchl. MOKHO HE COMHEBAThCs: Jaxke y cTaporo KoprHa HauMHaeT urpatb KpoBb,
korga oHa psaom! Jlms kaxmod y Hee HaiaeTcss A00poe CJIOBO, OHA BCETAa BEJIMKOIYIIHA.
XKenmun, KoTopble HE JIOOAT €€, MOKHO IepecyuTaTb MO NaJbllaM — IMpPH TOM, YTO KpacuBee
JIEBYIIKM HE HATH BO BceM Tare.

Haiipust oTMermna, 4yTo mocieqHee BpeMsl KOpOJIb IOCTOSHHO IMpUIJIallaeT JJHcCy Ha
puABOpHbIE LiepeMoHuu. KoHeuHo, oHa crocoOHa yKpacuThb Jt000M mpa3iHuK. MOXKHO Jaxe He
COMHEBAThCS: JJaKe€ B I'PA3HOMN Jieprore oHa OyJeT IpesiecTHa, Kak HeOecHOe co3faHue. XPpYIKoe
CIIOKEHHE, TOHKUN BKYC U JIETKUH HpaB — BOT YTO HE JIa€T €M 3aTepsAThCs CPEIU TYYHBIX, BEYHO
HEJOBOJIbHBIX MPHUABOPHBIX JaM. Bo3MoxkHO, 3TOro HepocratouHo, Ho Halipus Buaena neByliky B
pabote u oOHapyXuia B HEH OCTPHIA yM M CHIIy JyXa. 3arOHUTE €€ B yroj, u 0ojee omacHOu
MPOTUBHUIIBI BaM He HauTu. [la, ona, Haiipus, okazana MyXy HEOIEHUMYIO YCIyTy, YOSIHB €Tro
MPUHATH DJHCCY K cebe Ha CiykOy... XOTS CepJle IMOJCKa3hIBAIO KOPOJIEBE, YTO €€ CYIpyr
HEpaBHOYLIEH K CBOEH MOMOIIHUIIE.

Koneuno, ato Tsxensiit ynap. Onu c Jlopucom mobunu npyr npyra c aercrsa. Oren Haiipuw,
4eJloBEeK Ooratblil M 3HATHBIM, ObUI M3BECTEH CBOEH BEPHOCTHIO U XpaOpo cpaxaycs IJICUOM K
evdy co crapbiM KoposieM Moprom. Haiipus Beipocia Bo asopue. Onu ¢ Jlopucom urpanu B
cajax, IoKa UX OTLbI CTPOWUJIM IUIaHbl cpaxkeHui... Halipus ynei6nynace. CnaBa Caery, 3a roJibl
cBOEro mpasiieHus Jlopucy HU pa3y He JOBEIOCh CO3bIBaTh BOCHHBIN coBeT. M cnmaBa CBety, B Te
roJibl, KOrja OHU ObLIM HEBUHHBIMU JETbMH, 3TH COBETHI CO3BIBAIMCH MOCTOSHHO. CTOUT M
YAUBIATHCSA, YTO HMX POJUTENSIM HE INOHAJO0OMIOCh MHOTO BpPEMEHH, YTOOBI JOTOBOPHUTHCS O
cBaabOe? Haiipus oboxana Jlopuca. OHa HUKOTIa He JroduIa HUKOro Apyroro. OHa 10 cUX MOP
JOOUT €ro, Kak B IEpBbIE THU UX cynpyxecTBa. HaBepHOo, Tak ObIBaeT TOJNBKO B cka3kax. OHa cama
3TO moHuMazia. M BOT, Korja >KM3Hb HOJXOIUT K KOHIlY, JApyras 3aBiajena ero cepiauem. Kak
KECTOKO.

Jla, oHa cama cBeJia UX... HO HEY)KEJIM OHHM HE MOIJIM MO0k AaTh, Ioka oHa ymper? KoposieBa
B37I0xHYNa. Bo3ayx cBexx M maxHer jaBaHjoi. Ocranoch coBceM HeMHOro... OHa 3Haja 3TO U
MIOKOPHO MpHHMMAaja CBOIO cyap0y. BoT mouemy juis Hee Obula Tak Ba)kHa 3Ta MOE3/Ka IO
KopouieBCcTBy. llocmennuii pa3 onu ¢ Jlopucom Moryr mpeacrarb BceMy TaluIMHOpPY KOpPOJEM M
KOPOJIEBOM, BCTPETUTHCSI CO CBOMMH IOJJJAHHBIMHU, IOTOBOPUTH C HUMH, CECTh C HUMHU 3a CTOJ U
MI0Ka3aTh BCEMY MUPY, KaK OHHU JIFOOSIT OpYT apyra.

Xopo1o, 4To €l yaanoch 3Toro n1o6utbes. OHa cMoria mompomarbes ¢ TalauHOpOM U €ro
HapoJIOM, KOTOPBIH OHA TaK JI00UIIA.

Jlopuc Bce emie nymaer, 4yTo y HUX BCs »kM3Hb Brepeau. Ho B HOub mepen Ka3HbIO — HOUb,
KOTOpPYIO OHa He 3a0yAeT Hukorjaa, — roHbli TopkuH I'mHT mpocun ee ObITh ocTopokHOM. Ho 3a
STUMH CJIOBaMHU CKPBIBAJIOCH HEUTO MHOE. «OIHaX bl TBOE CEPJLE MOXKET HE BbIIEPKATh» — BOT
4yTO OHM 03Hayanu. KoneuHo, Beqb HE3a40r0 A0 3Toro Top 3arjisHyn B Hee U 3HaJl, HACKOJIbKO OHA
6onpHa. Torma oH cmac e >KM3Hb, HO TEMepb... TOT, KTO MOT OBl CIacTH €€, JEKHUT B CBOCH
Moruie, rie Obl OHA HU HAaXOdUIach.

[IpexpacHblil rOHOLIA CTal TOPCTKOM Ipaxa. DTO ObUIO €IMHCTBEHHOE TEMHOE MATHO Ha
napcTBoBanuu Jlopuca, eMHCTBEHHOE €ro JesiHue, 3a kotopoe Halipuu Ob110 cThiiHO. Manbpunka
HE CTOWJIO Ka3HUTh. JIOpHC TOpOMUIICS BBIHECTH MPUTOBOP, HE BHSUI HUYBUM COBETaM... JaXe
coBeTaM cBoeil cynpyru. Bo3mokHO, OH yxe Toraa Obl1 oyapoBaH DJIHMCCOH, MoayMalia KOpoJieBa.
Crpactb oclenuia €ero, a rjie rToBOpPUT CTPacTb, TaM MOJYUT pazyM. Kak Obl To HU ObLI0... Jlopuc
MOT CIACTH JI000BHHKA DIINCCHI, €CIIH OBbI 3aXOTEII.

O, cepaiy KOpoJieBHl OBIJIO OT 4ero O0JIETh.

bonb BO3HMKalla Bce yalle, CTaHOBUJIACh Bce cwiibHee — Haiipus oOHapyxuia, 4To MOXET



npenyrajarh, Korja HeBUAUMBIN KyJjak 0e3)aJoCTHO CTUCHET ee cepue. OHa moBepHysia rojoBy U
yBuzena, kak Jlopuc xuBo o06cyxaaer uto-1o ¢ npaitm-opuuepom. Ilorom on 3acmesncs. Kak ona
JIOOUT €ro, Kak >keiaeT, YToObl OH M jajiblie npaBuil KoposeBcTBOM. Y HUX HET HacleJHUKA HE
MIOTOMY, YTO OHM HMYEro JJig 3TOro He cAejlanu. OJTo ObUIO E€AMHCTBEHHOE O00JIayko Ha
6e3001auHoM HeOe ux Opaka, KOTOpbIM JuIHiics mouTu Tpuauarh jget. Ho, moxer ObiTh, y Jlopuca
ellle €CTh BPEeMsI UCIIOJIHUThH CBOIO TallHYIO MEUTy.

Haiipus nHanmesnach, 49TO CIEAYIOIMIEH KOPOJEBOM CTaHET Oiucca. IJTO JIyYIIHA BBIOOD,
KoTopblii MokeT caenath Jlopuc. OHa — caMoO COBEpIIEHCTBO: MOJOJasi, KpacuBas, yMHas,
cuibHasA... U 06e3 yma ot koposisa. IlpaBma, Haiipus Obinma yBepeHa, uTo cama Dnmcca emie He
oco3HaeT 3toro. Ee xecTbl, JBMKEHMs], MO3bl — Bce TOBOpUT 00 3ToM. [la, psmom c¢ Jlopucom
Onucca MokKa 4YTO 4YyBCTBYeT HenoBKocTh. Ho Bce mpusnaku yxke Hamuio. Hu xoposb, HU ero
MIOMOIIHUIIA HE 3HaIoT, 4To Halipus HaOnronaer 3a HUMH. OHM HE 3HAIOT, YTO B3IJIS/IBI BHIJAIOT UX,
KOIJIa OHU CJENAT JpYyr 3a JIpYroM, HaJesich, YTO 3TOr0 HHUKTO He 3ameuaer. OHU Jaxe He
JIOTaJbIBAIOTCS O TOM, O Y€M JOraJbIBaeTCsl OHAa — MOJYAJIUBBIM CBUIETENb paciBeTa UX JIIOOBHU.
Bo3moxHO, korna HuOyAb OHM NOWMYT, YTO MMEHHO OHa HAcTauBaja Ha TOM, YTOOBl OHHU
TPYAWINCh BMECTE, UMEHHO OHa yOexzaana JiucCy AaTh KOPOJIIO IIAHC U OTKa3aTbcs OT CBOEH
BEYHOM HEeHaBHUCTH. [I0MIMyT M MOCMEIOTCH.

Jlopuc mo-npexHemy 100p UM BHUMATENEH K CBOEH KOpOJIeBE, BCE €lle 000XkaeT ee... U
xenaer apyryto. Haiipust npunsna sto. beuto Bpems, koraa onu ¢ Jlopucom moOuinu Apyr apyra
KQKJIyI0 HOYb — JKaJHO, cTpacTHO. Ho mocrenenno Halipum cTaHOBHIIOCH XyXKE, U UM TO M JEJIO0
MIPUXOAUIIOCH OTKa3bIBaTh ceOe B MOJ0OHBIX HacnaxaeHusX. Halipus noiimana ce0st Ha TOM, 4TO He
MOJXKET Ja’K€ BCIIOMHHUTD, KOTJ]a OHU 3aHUMAJIUCh JIO00BBIO B MocieaHuil pa3. Heyxxenu 3Tto ObL10
tak n1aBHO? Hert, Tak Heroxe. Jlopucy HyHa JKEeHIIUHA.

Korpa ®peiicun nopasHsicst ¢ ApyrumMu BcagHukamu, Halipus mouyBcTBOBasia, yTo 00JIb B
rpyau ctaHoBUTCS cuiibHee. OHa nokaydasna rosioBoil. Kak sxanp, uto oHa He cMoria jaathk Jlopucy
Bce, yero oH xoreid. Ocraercs TOJBKO MPOMYATHCS C HUM PSIOM BO BECh ONOP IO MOJSAM — B
MOCJIETHUM pa3s.

Korpa Cakcen npuien B ceds, Toj0Ba y HErO packajblBajlach, a Ha 3aThUIKE KIYK Hallymnal
orpoMHyio mumKy. OH cuen B KaHaBe M CMYILEHHO B3Mpall Ha Jrojiell Xepeka, KOTOpble HalUIU
€ro U MpHUBeJIU B 4yBCTBO. IIOHAB, 4TO MpoM301LI0, KIYK ObUI yKe TOTOB BepHYThcs B KapanyH,
OJIHAKO PATHUKH YOEIUIIN €ro OTIpaBUThCs B Tas Mo IpeyioroM TOro, YTO 3TO HAMHOTO OJIHKe.

CakceH OCTOpPOKHO OUIyHal IIUIIKY, BCIIOMHHJI O TOM, KaK €€ IOJY4WJl, U CKPUBHIICA.
[Toxoxe, KBucT npukaszaji cBOUM MOJIOJAM OTBE3TH €ro MOJaiblIe FOT, YTOObI IUIEHHUKY OBLIO
IIPOILIE BEPHYTHCS B CTOJIMILY, YEM B UX rOopoJoK. Toraa parauku npassl. B Tan tak B Tau.

Opnako, onacasch 3a Kimyra, ObIBIINN IIMpKay MOCTapajcs 0Ka3aThCsl BO JABOPILE KaK MOXKHO
osicTpee. Pacckazate Onmcce mpo ['ota, mpemynpeauth ee — U cHoBa B KapamyH... KIyKy He
TEpIEIOCh CBECTU cUEThI € 3TUM Mep3aBueM SAnycom Keucrom n Haittu Kinyra. Henb3s nomyctuts,
yto0bl Bropo#t u3 IlasanguHoB ymep B MeIIKE HAa KaKOW-TO pa30OWHUYbEH MOCYIUHE, KHILaIleH
kpeicamu. OH, CakceH, — eAMHCTBEHHbIH, KTO 3HaeT 00 3TOM 3JI0/iedHUU. 1 KOMy MCTUTD, €clli He
emy?

[To mpubkiTiu B Tan CakceH cpa3y J0JIOKUI 000 BCceM MpaM-o(puiiepy, KOTOPBIA TOIBKO
YTO CaM BEpPHYJICS B CTOJIMIY. YCIBIIIAaB O PEIIEHWH KIykKa ocTaBuTh psabl «llluta», Xepek
pactepsiics. CakceH HUKOI/Ia HE YUCIMJIICS B CIIMCKAX OTPsJa, HO PaTHUKHU YK€ MPUBBIKIU K STOMY
30JI0TOBOJIOCOMY BesnKkaHy. OH OblI Becen 1 100poayiieH. BoT yke HeCKoiIbKO JIET OH AETWICs C
BOMHAMU CBOMMHU CEKpETaMU: KaK COXpaHATh paBHOBECHE, KakK 00eXk/1aTh, M0JIarasch He TOJILKO Ha
OCTpBId TNa3 U TpyOyro cuily. Xepek IMOHMMal, HAacKOJIbKO eMy OylneT He XBaraThb KIIykKa —
OCTPOYMHOT0, BCEr/la TOTOBOTO MPUNTH Ha BbIpyuKy. C dero eMmy BAPYr MOHAI00UIIOCH Ky[a-TO
exaTb? CakceH yXoaujd OT OTBETa, HO XepeK JA0rajabIBajics, uTO OBIBIIMI akpoOaT HacTpOeH
pemntenbHo. OHAKO 3TO Oblla HE €IMHCTBEHHas HOBOCTh, KOTOpas jkJana npaim-opuuepa, u K
3TOM BTOPOM HOBOCTH Xepek Oblil HE TOTOB.

— Tsl ero Bugen?



CakceH HaxMypHJICS.

— Kak 1e0s ceituac. OH ObUT TaKk OJypMaHEH KaKHUM-TO 3€JIbEM, YTO S MOT CXBATHTh €T0, KaK
peOeHKa... U TYT 3TOT BOPIOTa IIapaxHysl MeHs 10 TojoBe. TpynHo ObUT0 HalTH O0JIee TOIX0IAIIee
BpeMsi, BEpHO? — OH MPAayHO YXMbUIbHYJCS. — [leHer y MeHs ObU10 HEMHOTO. XyXKe, YTO S YITYCTHII
JOOBIYYy.

— Ta xenmuna ¢ HUM?

— a.

CakceH 3aMeTu, 4To XepeK ¢ TPYAOM yAepKalcs OT KPEINKOro cloBeyKa.

— Slcnbiman, Te0s HalUI MOU BOUHBI.

— Jla. 5 nexxan B npuAOPOKHON KaHABE U CTOHAIL. DTU pa300MHUKN OTBE3JIM MEHS IM0ajbIlle
Ha tor u Opocwnu. Jlymaro, uM Hajo ObUIO BBIMTpaTh BpeMs, YTOObl CHaApSIUTh KOpadib M
OTYAJIMTh. .. — M KIIYK IIOTEp IIUIIKY Ha 3aThUIKE, KOTOpas Bce elle OoJiena.

[Ipaiim-o¢unep pacxaxupasl 10 KOMHATe, 3a0bIB Bce HeAaBHHUE 3a00Tbl. OH cHOBa OpOCHUT 3a
pemietky u ['ota, u 3Ty crepBy KcanTuio, a motoM cOOCTBEHHBIMH PYKaMH OTTALIUT OBIBLIETO
NHKBH3UTOpA HA KOCTED.

— Kak nymaemnis, onu Bce emie B Kapagyne?

— A TbI ObI PUCKHYIJI TaM 3aJepxKaThCsi? — GpIpkHYNI CaKkceH.

Xepek THEBHO IOCMOTPEN Ha HEro, HO POMOJTYAIL.

— Bce paBHO HE CTOMUT 3TO TaK OCTaBJIATh, — NIPOAOJIKaN KiIyk. — Haunem ¢ mputona. Eciu
ClIe]] elle He OCTbLI, IyCTh TBOM JIFOJU FOHATCS 3a ['0TOM, OKa HE OCTAHETCS HU OJHOW LIEIH, TIe
OH cMoKeT npsTaTbes. O0bsiBU B KapaayHe. 4TO roTOB XOpOUIO 3aIIaTUTh 33 KAKWE-TO CBEACHUS,
U TOTOB MOCHOPUTH: KTO-HUOYIb MPUHECET 3TH CBeACHUs Ha Omojedke. B 3tom ropoje Oosblie
cOpona, yem rae Obl TO HU OBUIO, TaK YTO JIFOOAs TaliHAa TaM OCTAETCS TAWHOMW, MOKa HUKTO HE
MIPEIIOKUII 32 HEE LIEHY.

[Ipaiim-o¢uiiep 3a1yMUnBO KUBHYIL.

— A 1b1, Cakcen? Kyna Tbl HanpaBiisiebesi?

— MHe Haji0 Koe C KEM BCTPETUTHCS IO MOBOAY OJHON MTHIIBI, — 3araJOYHO OTBETHJI KIYK U
noxkai Xepeky pyky, Kak 3To npussro B TamuinHope. — YBuaumcs, npaitm-oguruep.

Xepek uyTh 3a7eprKajl €ro JaJ0Hb B CBOEH.

— Bo3sspataiics ckopee.

[Tocne nonrux mouckoB CakceH Hales DJMCCY B KOPOJIEBCKHUX MOKOsX. CTaphlii KaMepauHep
KOpOJISI pa3pelmyl KIyKy IOJ0KJaTh B MaJleHbKOW mpuemMHOW. Bckope naBepp kaOuHera
pacmnaxHysachk.

— Cakcen! Ts1 BepHyiics!

3a0bIB TIpaBWJIa OSTUKETa, JIMYHAS TIOMOIIHHUIIA KOPOJs Opocuiiack KIyKy Ha IIElO.
Kamepnuuep mnpumomHsin OpoBH, HO, Ojlaropasymue — WJIH OCTOPOKHOCTh — 3acTaBWUJIa €ro
OTBEPHYTHCS U 3aHATHCS CBOMMH JieJlaMU. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, I€7I0 KACAIOCh TOJIBKO ATHUX JTBOUX.

— Henamonro, — otBetnn CaxceH, 3akiodasi €€ B 00biaThsA. Korma KIyK OTITYCTHII MOJIOIYIO
YKEHIMHY, OHA CKOPYMJIa HEJIOBOJIBHYIO TPUMACKY.

— I'te MBI MOKEM MOTOBOPUTH? — OH KMBHYJI B CTOPOHY KaMepauHepa.

— He 6ecniokoiics. Unu croga. Csamem y okHa. A Teneps... pacckaku MHeE po KapamyH.

CakceH mOCMOTpEN B €€ TJia3a, pacIupPeHHBIC U MOJIHBIE OECTIOKOMCTBA, U B35UI €€ 3a PYKY.

— 4 ero Bugen.

Dnucca MEIJICHHO MOPTHYJa, CIOBHO YCHBINIAa YTO-TO HECypa3HOe M HE MOrjia B 3TO
TTOBEPUTb.

— To1 Bunen I'ota?

CakceH KUBHYII.

— ThI HE MOT OIMOUTHCA? — THXO CIPOCUIIA OHA.

— ¥ TI'oTa cIMIIKOM MPUMETHAsI BHEITHOCTbD, YTOOBI €T0 C KEM-TO CITYTaTh.

— Kto MmoxxeT 310 noarBepauts? Kto ero eme Bumen?

— W3 BounoB «llluta» — HUKTO, TONBKO s. [IpaBaa, ecTh emie OIMH CBUACTEb. . .



[TosiBieHne kamepaWHEpa, KOTOPHI NpPUHEC IMOJHOC C IBYMs OOKajlaMH, 3acCTaBUIIO €ro
CMOJKHYTh. CTapyK YYTHBO TOKJIOHHUIICS.

— S1 mogyman: MokeT ObITh, BaM M BallleMy T'OCTIO 3aX04YeTCs Yero-HUOYIb XOJIOJHEHBKOTO,
CyJapbIHS. . .

— Kak muno, Kopun, — Onucca ynbioHynacs. — Cnacu®o Bam. Y MeHsI B caMOM Jielie B ropJie
IIEPECcOXJIO.

Kamepauaep cHOBa OTBECHI JIETKHW MOKIOH W ynamwics. CakCeH YAMBIECHHO B3Upal Ha
OOKaJbl.

— Onp! C Kakux 310 1mop?

— Tonbko ctapsiii Kopun 3HaeT, Kak s 1100110 3516, ['16-TO 0KOJI0 MOJTy/IHsI, KOTJa MOYTH BCE
BO JIBOpIIE 00€at0T, S IO3BOJISIO ce0e BHITUTH CTAKaHYHK.

Ona He yzaep:kajlach OT JIyKaBOH yJIbIOKHM, KOTOpasi OCBETHJIa €€ JIULIO, CIOBHO coyiHue. Ha
nymie y CakceHa MoTeriesno.

— TBoe 310poBbE, — CKa3aJl OH. DKcca KUBHYJA, U 00a CIeNaiu 10 IIIO0TKY.

— Tsl roBopUI. .. — ynbIOKa ucuesna 6e3 ciena. — Kro eme suaen I'ota?

CakceH 3aMeTui, Kak y Jnucchl moodaeaneny meku. CMOXKeT M OHa MPUHAThH 3TO U3BecTue?
Her, orctynats yxe no3aHo. Pa3 yx pa3roBop Hayar...

— SBupen, kak 3a HUM Habmogan Kyr.

OH ObUI TOTOB K YEMY YI'OJIHO, HO HE K TAKOMY. DJIMCCa CIIOBHO OCTOJIOEHENa.

— Kityt? — mporrenitana oHa, CIOBHO BIIEPBBIE YCIIBIIIANA 3TO HMSL.

CakceH He OTBETHUJI.

— A on 1ebs y3Han?

— OH nmoyteren ko MHe, Dnucca. Buaums ccaauny Ha yxe?

Dnucca KUBHYJA.

—DT0 OH MeHS Mpeaynpexial. A TMOTOM cel KO MHE Ha IUIeY0, W MBI HaOMIOAamu 3a
MIPUTOHOM, B KOTOPOM KYpPST CTPaKKy. [ 0T Baisiicst TaM ouTH 6e3 4yBCTB.

Dnucca HeJOYMEHHO nocMoTpena Ha CakceHa, U OH MepelIepHyIl IJIeYaMU — JKECT, KOTOPbIN B
00bIYae TOJBKO Y KIYKOB.

— Crpakka — 310 TpaBa. Ee nuctbs kypsr. [Ipuctpactuthes k Hell HUYero He cTouT. OnbsHAET
3Ta TpaBKa MMOYMIIIE JTFO00TO BHHA.

Monopgas *eHIUHA KUBHYJIA.

— Pacckaxu mue npo Kiyra.

— YBepeH, oH Toxe nckai ['ora. 1 Hamen ero passuie, 4yem s. He HCKIIFOUEHO, 4TO OH TOXKE
MOHSJI: €CIM KTO-TO OOBSBICH BHE 3aKOHA M XOYET HAa BpPEMS 3aTauThCs, Jydlle MECTa, 4eM
Kapanyn, He Haiinems.

— Tsl yBepeH? — Ha ria3zax Diucchl 3a01€CTeNu Clie3bl.

—Yto 310 Ob11 Kiyr? Takum miTykam HM OJHOIO COKOJia HE Hayduilb. S 3amaBan emy
BOIIPOCHI, U OH XJIONAJI KPhUIbSIMU. DTO TOUHO ObLI OH.

DOnwmcca BeITEpIIA I71a3a PYKaBOM M TOIIBITAIACH YCIIOKOUTHCS.

— Spana, yto Kiyr xuB, — HakoHell ckazajna oHa. — A yto ¢ ['orom? Yero ot HEro MoXxHO
0XKUJATh?

Cakcen 00HsI ee W Kpemko mnpmxan Kk cede. Ilycth geBouka 3HAET, 4YTO €M €CTh Ha KOTO
OTepeThCs — cefuac el ATO Hy)KHO OOJIbIIE BCETO.

—Mp1 ¢ CamuieMeHTpO HaxoIMMCS 311eCh, YTOOBI 3amuiiath TeOs. S yxe He TOoBOpIO O
pedsarax u3 «lllurta» M OTOOPHBIX BOMHAX KOpOJEBCKON cTpaxu. Tak yto ['ora Moxemb He
00AThCA.

Cam OH He BEepHJI HH OJTHOMY CBOEMY CIIOBY M UyBCTBOBAI C€0S MOCIETHUM MEP3aBIEM.

— 3aBTpa... — OH MPOUYUCTHUII TOPJIO, — 51 Bo3Bpalaroch B KapangyH.

— Onare! — Dnucca OpIcTpo caenana roTok. — Cobupaenibes pas U HaBCETla Pa3AesiaThbCs C
I'otom?

— VBhI, HeT. S oTnpasisitock uckath Kityra. Ero noiimanu mopckue pa3doiinuku. borock, oHu
yCIIeNH MOKUHYTH OEper U yXKe IUIBIBYT B CTOPOHY YyKeCTpaHHBIX OCTPOBOB.



— Ho mouemy TbI BepHyJics, He yous ['oTa?

CakceH 4yBCTBOBaJI, 4YTO T'OTOB IIPOBAJIUTHCS CKBO3b 3€MJIIO OT CThIJA.

— OHM OriymIMiIu MEHs, KUHYJIM Ha Telery W orBe3nu nojanbiie oT Kapanyna. Korna s
npuilena B ceds, TO MOHSI, YTO OKazaica Onmxke K rinaBHoMy jarepro «llluta» m x Tebe, ueM K
pa3boifHnubeMy ropoxy. BoT s u pemmn BepHYTbCS M MOJEIUTHCA C TOOOHM MOCIIEeTHUMU
HOBOCTSIMH.

— Ilomyuaercs, Tenepp TBOS IJlaBHas 1elb — He ['0T? — copocuiia Diucca, XOTs yxe 3Hala
OTBET.

CakceH mokayaisi rojoBOM.

— Her, Dmucca. I'otom mycth 3aiimercst Xepek co CBOMMHU pedstamMu. MHE Halo HMCKaTh
Knyra. Msl xe 06a [lanagunsl, Tak 4TO OH MHE Kak Opar.

OcraTtok BpemeHu oHu ropopuiu o [xume. Bckope Cakcen yimen, Hamocae0K Kpernko 0OHsB
Dnuccy, u mooberan, 9ro 6e3 cokosa B Tai He BepHETCSI.

Korpa nBepp 3a KIyKOM 3axJIONHYJach, JJKMcCca BEpHYJach B KaOMHET KOpOJsi — B e€Ille
00JIbIIEM CMATEHUH, YEM MOKHIala €ro.

— Ho s e ymero apatecs, Cakcen! SIMy3bikanT!

CakceH B3/I0XHYII.

— CannieMeHTpo, s He npejaiaraio tede ydacTBoBaTh B OMTBaX, — yCTajl0 MPOroBOpUI OH. — S
npoury Tebdst 3ammmare dmuccy. Tol — [lananuH, ee BTOpoil 3amuTHUK. boru u3bpanu teds He
TOJIBKO 3a TBOM T'OJIOC. .. XOTS IOJIKEH MPU3HATD, OH y T€OsI BBILLIE BCAKUX TOXBAL.

O6a ynpIOHyMHCh. ITO ObUIA CcTapasi TECHS, OHU 3aBOJWJIM €€ HE pa3 U BCErJa MPUXOIWIN K
onHoMmy. HakoHen, MeHecTpesnb CMATUMIICS.

— Hla, na, na. 5 moBTOpsito cebe 3TO cHOBa M cHOBA. Ecin st — onuH u3 [lanaanHOB 1 HAX0XKYCh
3]1€Ch, Pa3yMHO MPEANOI0KUTh, YTO OJAHAXKIBI MHE YK€ TOBEJIOCH MEPEKUTH CTPAIIHYIO O0JIb.

CakceH KUBHYII.

— Moxelb He COMHEBAThCs, TaK U ObLI0. DTO TBOS cyAbOa. Mbl 00a cBs3aHbl C DIUCCOH,
Hallle IpeJHa3HayeHue — 3allullaTh €€ U, eClIU MOHaJo0uTCs, yMepeTh 3a Hee. Ho Mbl moxoxu Ha
Jofiel, kotopele OpeayT B Tymane, CamieMeHTpo. HUKTO M3 HAac He 3HAET, YTO MPOUCXOIUT Ha
caMoM Jiene. Mbl 3HaeM TOJBKO OJIHO: HAJO0 JIelaTh BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI T€, KOTO MBI
3alUIIaeM, OCTAJINCh LIEJIbl U HEBpeAUMBI. Terneps MHE MPEeICTOUT OTIPaBUThCS Ha noucku Kiryra.
Bboroce, oH B O0JIBIIIONH OITACHOCTH.

— 51 Oyny ee 3amumiaTh.

— 3nato, — Cakcen kocHyscs ieda Cammementpo. — U emte — 6epern Ixuna.

Knyk u menectpenb 0OHSUTUCE.

— Tsl HamONrO?

BeIBIIMIT IMpKaY [OKaJI IIEYaMU.

— I[locraparoce He 3amepxkuBaThesa. Ho Kiyra ykpanu mopckue pazdoitnuku. Cropee BcCero,
MHE IpPUJETCS Mepecedb MOpeE, a TaM.... KTO 3HAeT, 4To MeHs kjeT? JlaaHo, coiHie yxke BBICOKO,
MHe nopa. Jlopora Ha ceBep 3aliMeT He OJVH JI€Hb, a ITOroJja MOPTUTCH.

CannemeHTpo yKe cobOupancsi cka3arb, 4YTO Ha OMDKalmue JHA W B CaMOM Jielie
MpPE/ICKa3blBAIM IIJIOXYIO IOroJly, HO TYyT Ha JIBOPLIOBOM KOJIOKOJbHE 3aryeiad KOJOKOJa.
[Tocnennuii pa3 ATOT 3J70BEIIMIA 3BYK pa3laBajicsi B TOT JCHb, KOT/a ObUIO OOBSBICHO O Ka3HU
Topkuna I'muta. He roBopst Hu cnoBa, CakceH ¥ MEHECTPENh BCKOUMIIN U OPOCHWINCH B CTOPOHY
JBOPIIOBOM IJIOIIA/IN, Ky/a, OOTOHSIS APYT Apyra, yKe cOeraauch MYKUHHBI, )KEHIITUHBI, JCTH. ..

Jhxun ckatwics ¢ jgecTHUIbI M Haneren Ha CaxceHa. Kiyk mokayHyscs, KpernKoO TOJIKHYB
TPOUX WJIH YETBEPHIX YETIOBEK.

— OcropoxHee, mapeHs! — psBkHYIT CaKCeH.

Jlxun Opocuicst K moBapuxe, KOTOPYIO COUJI ¢ HOT, NOIYTHO MU3BUHSAACH IEPE]] OCTAbHBIMH.
CakceH mokocwicsi B CTOpoHy JiecTHUIbI. HenypHo... OZHUM NPBDKKOM MallbUUK IMEepeMaxHyl
LIEJIBIH MPOJIET. Y POKU HE MIPOLLUIN 1apOM.

[MamaguHBl ¥ WX FOHBIH YYEHHK TPOAOIDKAIM Tpooduparbes Brepen. CakceH IIET IEepBBIM,



pasaBurasi TOJIy MOTYYHMMU II€YaMH, CIOBHO JIOJKa B Jien0xo. CTpaHHO: IPpU TaKOM CKOIUIEHUU
Hapo/ia Ha IJIOLIAAM CTOsUIa MEpTBas TULIIMHA.

Ha xamenHbIx mmTax Jjiexxana kopoJsieBa Haiipus. KTo-To moacyHyn € MmoJ roJioBy CKaTKy.
Koponesa ne meBenuinach. Ee koka HamoMMHanza BOCK, M3-3a yXa Ha CBETJIbIM OapxaT Iuiaiia
CTeKayna cTpyiika KpoBH. Pamom Ha kosensix crosut Jlopuc, ero nuno uckasuia 0oisib. Kopousb
OKHUHYJ B3IJISIIOM TOJIITY U OECIIOMOIITHO MIPOCTEP PYKU K CBOUM IMOAJaHHBIM.

— KTo-HuOy b MOXKET NOMOYb? — B €70 IoJIoce 3Bydalia MoJb0a.

KopuH, BepHbIii cityra KOpoJisi, HOJIOKUI KOPOJIIO HA IJIEYH CBOU UCCOXUINE PYKHU, TOKPHIThIE
CTapYEeCKUMHU MSATHAMU, U UyTh CKajl MaJbLbI.

— Ona ymna xk CBery, rocyaapb, — TUXO IPOIIENTA] OH, CKIIOHUBLIUCH K €T0 YXY.

Jlopuc 3akpuuain, CIOBHO €My HaHECIU CMepTenbHbI yaap. OH HOJIHSI OOMSKIIEe TeJo
KEHBI U TIpUXKal K rpyau. Tenepb BceM CTalo BUAHO, UTO ILIAI IPONUTANICS KPOBBIO.

Koponesa Tannunopa Obuta MepTBa.

Hukro He meBenbHycs. JIroau ObUIH CIMIIKOM MOTPSACEHBI, YTOOBI IPOU3HECTU XOTh CJIOBO.
[ToToM mocnelmancss OAMHOKUN TOJIOC: JKEHILMHA Mpocuiia NponycTUTh ee. CakceH cpa3y y3Hail
Onuccy. Ho JIxuin yxe ycTpeMuIics K CBO€H y4UTEeIbHUIIE, IOMOTast €l MpoOpaThCs CKBO3b TOJIITY.
Onucca BhIOEKANa Ha MJIOLIAb U 3aMepJia, CJIOBHO HE MOTJIA [IOBEPUTH CBOUM TIJIa3aM.

[ToToM OHa BCXJIMIHYJIA U OMYCTHJIACh HA KAMEHHBIE IIJIUTHI PSIIOM C KOPOJIEM U KOPOJIEBOM —
J0CTaTOYHO OJM3KO, YTOOBI CIIBIIIATH, KAK KOPOJIb CHOBA M CHOBA LIEMYET, PblJas U MPHKUMAsICh
rybamMu K OKpOBaBJIEHHOMY YXY CBOEH >KEHBbI:

— OTO Kapa 3a MOM Ipexu.

naBa 8
OpeTble NUNOBbLIM

B Tane O6pu1 Tpayp. Tak moBenoCh MCIIOKOH BEKY: KOT/Ia YMHUpPaI KTO-TO W3 KOPOJEBCKOM
CeMbH, XuTenu TanauHopa OJEeBad IOpoJl B JIMJIOBBIM LIBET — LBET cMepTH. B 3Hak ckopbu
BJIAJICTIbIbl 3aHABEIMBAJIM BXOJbl CBOMX JIABOK JIMJIOBBIMU 3aHAaBECKAMM, HA OKHAaX JIOMOB
MOSIBUWINCH JIMJIOBbIE (pylarv, Ha OJIeXkKJax TOpoXkaH — JIMJIOBBIE JIOCKYTKU. Jlaxke MasleHbKHe
JIEBOYKH YKpallajly BOJOCHI JIMJIOBBIMU LIBETaMU. JIBaXK/bl JIyHa JOJKHA CTaTh IMOJIHOM, a TIOTOM
MOWTH Ha YObUIb M CHOBA BEPHYTbCS Ha HEOO, Mpexkae 4eM croiuia U Bce KoposieBcTBO cHUMET
JUIJIOBOE O0JIaueHHe.

JIBoper norpy3wics B JEASHYIO TUIIUHY. JII01 3aHUMAaJIUCh JIMIIb CAaMbIM HEOOXOAUMBIM, B
KyXHE F'OTOBHWJIM MMOMHHAJIbHBIE Tpamne3bl — JIETKUE, CKyJHbIE, IPUTOJHbIE JHILb JUIsI TOTO, YTOOBI
yTOJIUTh Tosiof. OOuTaTenu aBopua OyayT cOOMI0IaTh MOCT 0 T€X MOP, MOKa TEIO KOPOJIEBBI HE
IpelagayT OTHIO.

Tpu nHS ¥ TpU HOYM OHA OyneT JiexaTh B XOJIOAHOW KaMEHHOM MOCTeINH, B YaCOBHE, YTOOBI
MOJUTaHHBIE MOTJIM ¢ Hel mnonpomarbes. HoBocth 0 cmeptu Halipum pacnpoctpassiiace, Kak
MI0Kap, U JIFOJU COTHSIMHU NMPUOBIBAIN B CTOJMILY CO BCero KoposieBcTBa. OHU MpHe3KaJIM U3/1aneKa,
uX OBLJI0O MHOXECTBO, U KOPOJIIO MPHUIILJIOCH BBIACIUTh ACHBIU U3 Ka3HbI, YTOObI HAKOPMUTH BCEX.

Dnmcca CIOBHO CO CTOPOHBI BHJENA, KaK MOJUTCS, CMOTPUT Ha JIIOJIEH U BMECTE C HUMHU
omiakuBaer KoposeBy. OHa mbITaJach BECTH YPOKH, HO HHUKTO U3 YYEHHUKOB HE MOT
COCPEIOTOUNTHCS.

Ha BTOpO#i 1eHb OHA OTKa3anach OT MOMbBITOK, OTMEHMWIIA 3aHATHS U OTIycTUia neTei. Jlopuc
3amepcs y ce0si, HHKOTO He MIPUHUMAJ, HA C KEM HE pa3roBapuBall, U DIMcce ObLIIO HEYEM 3aHSATHCS.

Jlxunmy moBe3nio OoJiblle: B JIHM Tpaypa OH HAmpOCHJICS Ha CTPOEBbIE YUYEHUS U BMECTE C
XepeKkoM U JpYrMMH BOMHAMU OTIIPABUIICA B TOPBIL.

CakceH TOXe MOKHMHYNI ropoj. OH ocraBajics ¢ DIHMCCOM JoJiblIe, YeM coOupancs, Moka
MoJIoJiasl JKEHIIMHA HE IMpHUKa3aja eMy OTHPaBIAThCS B MyTh. Bce BepHO: 37€Ch OT HEro TOJKY
MaJo, a norepto Kityra emy Oyzaer nepexxutb TpyAaHee, Y4eM CMepPTh KOpoJieBbl. Buepa Kiiyk yexan, u
Dnucca ropbKo miakana. MoxeT ObITh, 3TO €IIe OJNH YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOTO OHA MOTepsieT HaBceraa?

Panom ocraBancs Tosnbko CalieMEeHTpO, HO OH Tak 3aHAT MOJATOTOBKOM MY3BIKM JJIst



MIOMUHAJIBHOM CITyO0blI, 4YTO DJMicca HE MOTJIa pacCUUTHIBATh Ha ero obmectBo. M el ocraBanoch
TOJIBKO OJIHO: CUJETh Y YaCOBHH, B IOJyMpaKe, TPYCTUTh U Pa3MBILUIATh O TOM, KaK Oy/IeT *UTh
JIBOPEL, JIMIIUBIIKCH CBOEr0 CaMOT0 JOPOroTr0 COKPOBUIIIA.

Ona HaOmojasia 3a MOJIOJIOM Mapoi, KOTopas IUlakajla HaJ MEpPTBOH KOpOJIEBOM, H
BCIIOMHUHAJIA, KaKk ropeBajia cama, norepsiB Topa. Torga el naxe B rojgoBy HE MOTJIO MPUNTH, YTO
OHa CMOXET CHOBAa BJIIOOUTHCS, 3aXOUET NPUKACAThCA K TEIy MYKUMHBI U HACIAXKIAThCsl €ro
npukocHoBeHusMu. Ho Jlopuc corBopuin HeBo3MmoxkHoe. M oHa 3amjakana, BCIIOMHUHAs, Kak
MeuTajla BCEro HECKOJIbKO HeZeNb HazaJ: 4ToObl KoposeBa Kyna-HUOynp ucuesna, u Jlopuc
IIPUHAJUIEKAI EH.

Teneps koposeBsl He cTano. Ee jxenanue MCHOIHUIOCH.

N Dnucca nenasuaena ceodsl.

Ona cMmoTpena, Kak JIIOAM MPOXOJAT depe3 4acoBHIO. JIroackol moTok He uccskan. Bcee
MOTPSACEHBI, Bc€ B rope. MHOrme W3 HUX, Ka)KeTcd, €lle BUepa BHJEIH KOPOJEBY >KUBOU M
3n10poBoii. OHa exana Mo CBOEW cTpaHe — Kak Bcerja, OnucrarenbHas, ofeTas ¢ 0e3ylnpeyHbIM
BKYyCOM, cyacTiuBas U cusomas. OHa corpeBajia cep/la TOJbKO CBOMM B3IVISIIOM U HE CKpbIBaJa,
4TO pajia BUJAETh CBOMX MOJyIaHHbIX. OHa mo0uia uxX, ¥ OHU OTBEYaJIU € J1I000BbI0. A Tenepb UM
OCTAaeTCs JIMIIb IPOJIUTh CJIE3bl HAJ[ €€ XOJIOIHBIM TEIOM.

Bepnrpiii Xepek pacckazan Jiucce, 4TO MPOU30LUIO B J€Hb CMEpPTH KopoJsieBbl. OHHU C
Jlopucom kaxoe yTpo Bbl€3Kall Ha MPOTYJIKY, U KOpoJeBa peuinia OTIpaBuThesa ¢ HUMU. OHU BO
BECh ONOp MYAJIUCh IO MOJisiM, Koraa Halipus morepsuia co3HaHue, ynajga ¢ KOHS M yJapuiach
roJIOBOM 0 KaMeHb. Korza Takoe Cilydnsiocs B IPOLUIBIM pa3, BO JBOPILE HAXOIUJICS YUEHHUK JIEKaps
Topkun ['uaT. OH cnac et )ku3Hb. Ho Teneps... MoKeT ObITh, Y KOPOJIEBBI HE BBIJCPIKAJIO CEPIIE, a
MOKET OBITh, yJ1ap OKa3aJcCs CIUIIKOM CHJIbHBIM. DTOr0 YK€ HUKTO HUKOrja He y3HaeT. Kak Obl TO
HU 06110, Korja Xepek u Jlopuc crieninch U nojgdexanu K Hell, oHa Obljia y)ke MepTBa.

Kpome toro, Xepek pacckaszan Jmucce, 4To KOpoJib 1eiblil yac 3Bas Haiipuio u He xoren
HUKy/la ye3xarb. [IpaiimM-oduiuep He mocmen NpeUIoKUTh TOCYAApI0 BEPHYTHCSA, MOKAa TOT HE
IpuILes B ceOsl.

—OHn Bapyr 3aMofi4aJl U Cel B CemI0, — cKa3zan Xepek. — [lorom mompocui, 4YToObI
roCyZIapblHIO MOJIOKUIN €My Ha KOJIEHU, U MO3BOJIMII KOHIO caMoMy BbIOMpaTh Aopory. K cuactelo,
s1 yBUJEN KOHIOXa, KOTOPBIN Mac Jomajaen. S npukaszal emy CKakaTh BO JIBOPEIl UTO €CTh AYXYy U
nepenaTh, 4ToObl yAapUiIn B KOJIOKOJL.

Bor u Bce, uro cranmo usBectHo Onucce. OHa HE pas3roBapuBaja C KOpOJEM C TOro
3nmocyactHoro yrpa. Kaszamocek, oHa Obula mocieaHel BO JIBOpLE, KTO y3Hal 00 3TOM CTpPalIHOM
coObiTuH. Tenepp Ha ee Miie4u Jeriau 3a00Thl M0 MOAroToBKE K norpedeHuto. CorjiacHO 0ObI4asM
TannuHopa, TENO JOKHO OBITh COXKEHO B TEUEHHME Tpex JHed mocie cmeptu. Kak Tosibko
HACTYIUT 4YeTBepTas HOYb, Ayllla YMEpUIEro YK€ He CMOXeT Hailtu jnopory B CBer u Oyzder
oOpeueHa BeYHO OJ1y’KJaTh BO Mpake.

Jlopuc Hu 3a yTO He nomyctut, yToObl ¢ Halipueil Takoe ciayumiiock. Ee coxryr Ha TpeTuit
JIEHb.

Nmasa 9
TanHa packpbiTa

Jlnunas momomHuna Ero BenmmuecTBa BCTpeTHSIACh CO CBOMM TOCYJapeM BO BpeMs
MIOMHUHAJIBHOW Tparesbl, OJTHAKO HE YCIbIIIalla OT HETO HU cJoBa. Bce 3TO Bpems KOpOJIb CUIET,
CTHCHYB 3YyOBbl, M TIPH MIEPBOH K€ BOSMOKHOCTH YIAITUIICS.

OnHako cmycTsi HEKOTOpOE BpeMsi K DIUCCe TOJONIeN DIBHJ, MaX KOPOJs, U Mepefas en
pockOy, KOTOPO OHA 0XKHJaJIa MEHBIIIE BCETO.

— OH npocutT MeHsl NpUUTU? — YIUBICHHO MEPECIPOCHIIA MOJIO1asl HKEHILUHA.

— Jla, cynapbias. OH XxoueT Bac BUAETH NPSIMO ceifuac, — MOBTOPMII DJIBU/L.

— Xoporo, — Dmucca Berana. — Ceituac mpuBey ce0s B IOPSAIOK U TYT Ke TIPHUIY.

CannemMeHTpo, KOTOPHIA B 3TOT MUT TeJd COOpaBIIMMCS TEYaNbHYIO Oamimagy o JOOBH U



CMEpTH, OPOCHII B CTOPOHY DJIMCCHI BOMPOCUTENBHBIM B3I/, HO OHA JIMIIb [OKayaja rojioBoil u
[ocJ1ajga MEHECTPEII0 BO3IYLIHBIN MOLEIyH. DTO 03HAYaN0: «IIOFOBOPHUM IIOCIIEY.

OCTOpO’KHO MOCTYYaB B JIBEPh, BEAYILYIO B IOKOU KOPOJIsl, DJIMcca MOYYyBCTBOBAJIa HCTUHHOE
obneruenne, korga e oTkpell Kopun. 1o mMuenmro J[kuma, oH ObUT TUIyOOKMM CTapuUKOM, HO
Onucca mobuiia ero 3a MyJapocTh, KOTOpasi CBETUIach B €ro ciesdumxcs riazax. [locie toro xak
Mepkyn yuien Heu3BecTHO Kynaa, KopuH Obul mocienHUM U3 CIIYr, KOTOpble MOMHHUJIM CTaporo
kopoJsst Mopty u 3nanu Jlopuca pebeHkoM.

Temnno npuBercTBoBaB Diuccy, Kopun npuriacuil ee B NpueMHYIO.

— VBepeH, Ero BenmuectBo Oyzner Becbma OjarojapeH BaM 3a TO, YTO Bbl COIVIACHUIIUCH
HABECTUTH €0 B CTOJIb MO3JHUI Yac, — MPOU3HEC OH CO CTAPOMOJHOW BEKJIMBOCTHIO M HAIOJIHUI
BHHOM €€ KyOOK.

Yero-uero, a BUHA DJHMCCE COBEPILIEHHO HE XOTEIOCh. JTO HEOKUAAHHOE MPEUIOKEHHE
BBI3BAJIO Y HEE YTO-TO BO3JIE MPUIMBA TOIIHOTHI.

— Ilpomty, cynapseins, — Kopun npoTsHyn el kyook. CTapuk sIBHO HE YMEJ YUTATh MBICIIH.

— O, Kopun... — Dnucca Bce-Taku 3acTaBuiia ceOst yablOHYThCS. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, ATOT
4yesnoBeK ObLI Tak J00p! — S HUKak HEe MOry MpUNTH B cebs Mocie TOro, 4To CIy4uiiock... Kak
rocyaapb?

KopuH THX0 B310XHYIL

— OH ompaButcs He cpazy. Ho BbI ke ero 3Haere: €ro yM HE 3HaeT IOKOs, a Telepb BCe
LIEPEMOHUH 3aBEPILIEHBI, U OH 3HAET, YTO JOJDKEH MPOJO0JDKATh YIPABIATH KOPOJIEBCTBOM... [locie
TOro Kak Mx BenuuecTBa Tak HAJOJr0 MOKUAAIM CTOJIMILY, YTOOBI IIpoeXaTh MO CTpaHe, U Mocie
3TOTO... XM... — OH IIepeAepHYJ IJICHaMH.

— 51 monumaro, — Dnucca npuryomna u3 Kyoka — TOJIBKO M3 BexsnBocTH. — Ham mpeacrout
pabora?

— ComHeBatock. MHe KaxkeTcs, eMy IPOCTO HY>KHO, YTOOBI KTO-TO ObLIT PSAIOM.

[Tocnennue cnoBa Kopun npounsHec menoToM, NIOTOMy 4TO B KOMHaty Boien Jlopuc.

Omucca Bcrana. Ee oxBaTuio kakoe-To TOMUTENbHOE OecrnokoilcTBo. Jlopuc TOJBKO YTO
MIPUHSUI BaHHY, M KaIlJIM BOJbI Bce elle noOieckuBaiu B ero 0opoje U Bojocax. TeMHO-JInIoBas
pyOaimika Oblza HEOpEXKHO pacCTerHyTa, U JJKcca MOIJIa pasriisieTb €ro MYCKYJIUCTYIO TpYIb,
MOPOCIIYI0 TEMHBIMH BoJiocaMu. MoJiojas *eHIMHA MOCMENHO nocTaBuia Kyook Ha ctoi. KyOok
TaKOW KpacHUBBIH, JOPOrOM... €ro HaJo ObUIO CKOpee OCTaBUTh, YTOObI HE YPOHUTH.

Ona ObuTa yBepeHa, 4TO CyMmela 3arHaTh CBOM YYBCTBA B CaMbIi IMOTA€HHBIN YrOJOK CBOEH
IyIId, HO cedyac OHM HaxJeHYMH cHoBa. Jla, Jlopuc npekpacen. OH ropa3ao crapiie ee, HO Mpu
3TOM COBEpILIEHHO HeoTpasuM. [leuans crenana ero Gosiee ysa3BUMBIM, 0oJiee jKeaHHBIM. DIucce
X0TeNnoch 0exarb Mpoydb, HO OHA JIUIIb POOKO YJIBIOHYNIACh, KOTJa KOPOJib OpOCHI Ha Hee ObICTPhIi
B3IJIA.

— bnaronapro, Kopun. Tsl cB0601€H, MOXKeMIb Jeub nopanbiine. CeroaHs MHE YK€ HUYETO HE
MOHA100UTCS.

Hu3ko NMOKIOHMBUINCE, CTAPUK KaMEpAUHEDP BBILET IPOYb. JpeiK, OrpOMHBIN OXOTHUYHN
IeC, €Ile OJIMH BEpHBIM CIIyTHMK KOpPOJI, MPOBOAWJI €ro J0 JBEPH — OH IPOBOXKAJI BCEX
nocerutenei. To Jii B LIyTKyY, TO JIK MO PacCCEIHHOCTH, KOpUH Mmoxenan ncy CioKOMHOW HOYH.

MpIcin MOJTHUSIMHA TIPOHOCHJIMCH B TOJIOBE y Onucchl. UTo eit crnemnyer ckazath? Kak ceOs
JepKaTh?

— Cmacu60, 4to mpuinia, Iucca, — BHE3aITHO POU3HEC KOPOIIb.

MouJtoas *eHIIMHA B3/IpOTHYJIa TaK CUJIbHO, YTO €/1Ba HE MOACKOYMIIa HA MECTE.

— ¥V 1e6s Bce B HOpsAKE? — OH 3aMETUJI €€ UCITYT, HO HE TIOHSJI IPUYNHBI.

— ... ... Ienp Obln Takoit monruid, Bame BemmuectBo. I[lpoctute... [lymaro, uto Bam
TsKesee, 4eM KoMy Obl TO HU ObLIO. ..

E#t 3axorenoch BbIpBaTh COOCTBEHHBIM S3BIK. JTO K€ HAI0 — CMOPO3UTh TAKYH) YYIIh!
OpnHako KOpoJib Kak OyATo HU4ero He 3ameTwil. OH HamoJHUI CBOW KyOOK, IOTOM MPEJIOXKUT ei
Kpecino. MaseHbKuii KaMUH YK€ YCIeNIM pacTOlUTh, U SPKOE IUIaMsl JeNaio IPUEMHYIO
YAUBUTENBHO YIOTHOW. Houm craHOBSITCS BCce XosoaHee... Dmucca BcriomHmia npo Cakxcena. Ha



ceBepe CKOpo HacTynuT 3umMa. Kak oH Tam?

— SIxouy noroBoputs o0 [[xune, — ckaszai Jlopuc.

Ero BemnyecTBO HHMKOTZA HE OBLI JTIOOMTENEM CBETCKHX Oecen, W ODaucca 310 3Haima. Ho
Jkmin... OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH OHA ClIeNiaia CIUIIKOM MOCIENIHBIA TTOTOK, BHHO TIOMANO € He B TO
ropJio, ¥ OHa 3aKaluIsIach.

— Bo mmsa Cgera, cymapbiHs, — KOpPOJIb IIAarHyJa K HEH M MOXJIOMNAN 10 CIHHE, — YTO C BaMH
ceronHs? Brl Bech Beuep Kak Ha HUTOJKaX.

— Bcee xopouio, Baiie BenuuectBo, — Bblnaiuia Jnucca, yayduB MOMEHT MEX/1y MPUCTyIIaMu
kanuis. — [Ipocture MeHs. .. SmpocTo oTBBIKIA OT BHHA. C TeX MOp Kak BBl yeXalH, s K HEMY JTaKe
HE TMPUTPAruBajack.

OT0 OBLa JKaIKast MONBITKA YHTH OT pa3roBopa. YO0eAUBIINCH, YTO €r0 TOCThS JBIIIUT POBHO,
Jlopuc nepecran xjionaTh €€ M0 CIIUHE, HO TYT e ycelncs psaoM. U 3to Obuio enie Xyxe.

— Iomunyit, Dnucca, 310 xe «Mopaun. OHO coBceM Kak MaTepuHCKoe MoJoko. [lonpoOyit —
Takoe e Msrkoe, ciajakoe... Camoe jerkoe BUHO, Kakoe TOJbKO ObiBaeT. Ero penaroT U3 Meakoro
3€JICHOT0 BHHOTPaJa, KOTOPBIM pacTeT HAa TOPHBIX CKIOHAX ApaHioHA. SIBBIOpal ero CreruaibHO
TUTsT TEOS.

Kakas tporarenbHas 3a60Ta. .. 1axe 3a0aBHO.

— Cnacu6o0, Bame BennuectBo. MHE OHO OYEHb HPaBUTCS. .. BEpHEE, IOHPABUTCSA [1OCIIE TOTO,
KaK s CMOTY TIPaBMJIBHO CJIEJIaTh XOTS OBI TII0TOK.

— 30Bu MeHs «Jlopucy, Dnucca. Ceituac Mbl HE 3aHUMAEMCs TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIMH JI€TTaMH.

OmnacHbIl 3HAK, 3aMeTHIIa PO ceds Ducca.

— M-M-M... BBl TOBOPUTE, YTO XOTEIH OBl MOTOBOPUTH cO MHOM 0 JIkuie, Bame BennuecTBo?

Jlopuc B3noxHys. X0J0/1HOE yIPSIMCTBO COOECETHUILIBI IBHO 3a/1€J10 €ro.

— Jla, na... coBepIIeHHO BEpHO. Sl X04y MpenCcTaBUTh MajlbuMKa K MOBBIMICHUI0. OH CTaHET
MTOMOIITHUKOM TpaiiM-oduiiepa. Kak Thl moHMMaeNb, 10 3BaHHS MpaniM-opuilepa eMy OCTaHETCS
TOJIbKO mar. M Kk 3ToMy mary ero nopa roTOBHTb.

Onucca BeTana.

— Ho sto cmemuo, Bamie BenmmaecTso!

Kopouss 6pocwit Ha Hee ycTanblil B3rJs1] OBEPX KyOKa, M OHA B3sUIa ce0sl B PYKH.

—O... mpoctute 3a Jep30CTh, rocyaapb, Ho JDKuiay Bcero mnsTHaauate. Heyxenu B
O’KU/IaeTe, YTO PATHUKH OYIYT OTHOCHUTHCS K HEMY C JIOJDKHBIM ITOYTEHUEM?

Jlopuc oTKpbLI OBLIO POT, UTOOBI OTBETUTH, HO DJIKCCA €Il He 3aKOHYMIIA.

— Bowunsr «llluta» mpocTo BHICTABAT €ro Ha MOCMEIIUIIE, OHA pacXa)XHMBaJla B3aJ M BIIEPE],
Mepss maraMu KoMHarty. — OHU HE CTaHyT CIyMIaThCs MAJBYHINKY, Y KOTOPOTO MOJOKO Ha rybax
He 00coxy0. OHM CYUTAIOT CBOMIM JIOJITOM CJIENIaTh M3 HEro MyX4uHYy. U s yxxe BUjaena, Kak OHU
MYy4arT €ro — HECOMHEHHO, C CaMbIMH JOOpPHIMH HaMEPEHHUSMH, HO 3TO HacTosIue MbITKH. OH
MPUHUMAET BCEe KaK JOJDKHOE M BCSIKHH pa3 BO3BpAIaeTcs, YTOOBI CHOBA 3TO TMEPEKUTh, HO MHE
cTaHoBUTCA He 1o cebe. Kpome Hero, B rapHU30HE Majb4MKOB TaKOTO BO3pacTa Her... IIpocTo on
CITMIIKOM Mall.

Omna ¢ mop00# mocmoTpena Ha Jlopuca.

— OH 06oJbllle HE MATBYHK, IJIUCCA, — BO3PA3HI KOPOJIb — OH — MYyX4HHa. Jla, oH MoJoa, HO
TEeM He MeHee... MeHs ¢ ABEHAIaTH JIET TOTOBHIIM K TOMY, 9TO s Oy[ly paBUTh KOpoJieBCTBOM. 1
KOPOHOBAJIH, KOTJ]a MHE HE OBUIO M CEMHA/IIATH.

— O, na. U 51 He cOMHEBaIOCh: BbI ObLIN OKPYKEHBI TOJIOW HACTABHUKOB, TOTOBBIX OOBSICHUTD
BaM, Kak 3TO jenaercs, Bamie BenndecTBo. A 3TOro peOeHka OpocHiiv, KoTa €My HCIOJHHIOCH
IBeHaaath. Ero Haydmnm, kak BecTH ceOsi MpH JBOpPE, HO OH HE POXKJEH U ATOH KU3HU — B
OTJINYME OT Bac.

Koponps MeaneHHo npuryOu u3 KyOka U CpoCuII OYTH HEOPEKHO:

— A OTKy/a ThI 3HaCIIb, AJI Yero OH OB POXKACH?

DTOro Bompoca Jaucca He OKujania.

—Tocynapp, Bama cympyra, Ja YHOOKOUTCS ee ao0pas ayma B CBere, Hamuia ero
MPUBSI3aHHBIM K JTBOPIIOBEIM BOpoTaM. J[XKWiia TaM ocTaBmiia coOCTBeHHas MaTh. Pa3Be 3HaTHas



JlaMa MOTJIa TaKk HOCTYNUTh?

— Her, xoneuno. Ho ThI 1a’ke HE A0TabIBacllIbCsl, KTO OH TAKOW M KaK MOSIBUIICS Ha CBET.

— A BHI?

Onuccy oxBatui rHeB. OHa HUKOMY HE MO3BOJIUT NMPUYMHUTH MajlbuuKy 370. Jlaxke camomy
KOPOJIIO.

—B TOM-TO M aeno, 4to s 3Haw. Sl MOTpaTWi Ha 3TO HEMAJO BpPeMEHHM. Malpuuka yxke
KOe-4eMy Hay4dWId — JIyMalo, Thl MIOHsIA 3TO, KaK TOJBKO C HUM Mo3HaKoMuiachk. OH yMell 4YnuTaTh,
IMcaTh, CUMTATh. Y HEro OCTPhIM yM M Xopoliue maHepwl. Ero poautenu — He Kakue-HUOYIb
Huue opoasaru. Teds 3T0 HUKOTIa HE YAUBIISIO?

JleficTBUTENBHO, TIOHAUATy DKcca HE pa3 Jomaya roJIOBY Haja 3Toi 3araakoi. Ho motowm...
Kaxkast pa3znuna, kakum ObLJIO I€TCTBO €€ yueHuka? OHa MOCTymuiIa CO CBOUMU COMHEHMSIMH, KaK C
HEHY)KHOH Belllbl0, Ha KOTOPYIO IMOCTOSIHHO HATBIKAIOTCS U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB NPAYYyT B 4yjiaH, Ie
OHa MOKphIBaeTCs MbUIbIO HAa caMoOW JaibHel nosike. Ha camom ferne, eif mpocTo HE XOTEIoch 00
9TOM Aymartk. Jxui — ee cbiH. ToJbKO ee.

— 51 He 3a7aBanach TakUM BOIpocoM. Baiie BennyecTBo, — X0JI0JHO CKa3ajla OHa.

— B Takom ciryuae, no3BoJib Te0s 3aBepuTh: JKUI — MaJIbYUK U3 OTJIMYHON CEMbHU.

Hecomuenno, Jlopuc 3amerni, 4To cobeceHNIIa He KeNaeT ero CiaymiaTh, HO IPOA0JIKAIL.

— OH HMKOTJ]a HE BUJIEN OTIla, HO MaTh c/eliajga BCe BO3MOYKHOE, YTOObI MalbulK HE BBIPOC
HeyueM. Kcratu, 310 BHOJiHE 10OpOMOpsIOUHAs KEHIIWHA, U OHA IpPHUBEJa €ro K JIBOPLOBBIM
BOPOTaM TOJILKO MOTOMY, YTO 3Hanua: el octajgock Henoiaro. OHa BbIOMBANACh U3 CUJI, YTOOBI ChIH
noiay4yms Bce HeobOxomumoe. [lotomy dro, kak s Tebe yxe TOBOpWI, OBUT OIaropogIHOTO
MIPOUCXOKICHHUS.

Koponp TannuHopa cTynuI Ha CKOJIB3KYIO TPOIYy M caM 3TO 4yBcTBOBaJ. OH mojHec OoKai K
ryboam u caenain 00bI10 II0TOK.

— Kro ero oren, Bame BenmmyectBo?

— Bcesikoe roBopsT.

— OTKyza Bbl MOXETE 3HaTh, YTO JIFOAU FOBOPST MpaBay?

— IloTomy 4TO €CTb JItO]IU, KOTOPBHIM S I0BEPSIIO.

— Hanpumep?

— Hanpumep, Mepkya... — 3TOT fonpoc Havyai pa3apaxars Jlopuca. — TeOe emie He Hanoeno?

— Her! — Bckumnena DOnucca. — [Totomy 4to s ero Math!

Ho Jlopuc u cam Bbimen u3 ceds. Bo Besikom ciydae, ero y)xe He CIHMIIKOM 3a00THIIO, YTO
MIOCJIEYET 3a €ro CIOBaMU.

— Tw1 HE ero math, Dnucca! Thl IPOCTO €ro BOCIUTATENBHUIIA. A BOT S — €TO0...

OH He 3aKOHYMUJL.

Dnycce MOKa3anoch, YTO BHYTPH y HEE BCE CHKAJIOCh. BUHO BCKPYKUJIO €i rOJIOBY... U BOT
BO3JIyIIHBIM 3aMOK, KOTOpBIM OHa CTpoWJa MOCIETHUE HECKOJBKO JIET, pasjieTesics BIpeOesrw,
YHUUTOKEHHBIN OJHON-eIMHTBEHHOU (pa3oil. Koneuno. /[xun He ee cbiH, oHa He ero maTh. Ee
CbIH MepTB. Ero Teno 1aBHO CTajo 3eMJieid, U Ha HEM BBIPOCIIH JIECHBIE TPABBI.

N Teno ero otma, TopkuHa ['mHTa, dydmiero jekaps W BeIUYAMIIET0 BOJIICOHMKA B
KoponesctBe — Toxke. YenoBeka, KOTOPBI MPUHSII CMEPTh C TaKUM JOCTOMHCTBOM — CTOJIBKO
JIOCTOMHCTBA HE HallIeTCsl y BCEX ATHX JBOPLIOBBIX NMPUKUBAJIOB, BMECTE B3AThIX. OH HE 3aCIyX Uil
Ka3HU. W HUKTO He mocMmen Obl OTIPaBUThH €r0 Ha CMEPTb, €CIM Obl HE YEJIOBEK, KOTOPBIM CUIUT
nepen Hed. KoTopelii CMOTPUT Ha HEEe ¢ TAKUM COYYBCTBUEM, C TaKUM packasHueM. [lo mpukaszy
ATOT0 YEJIOBEKA €€ MYXka MPEain KECTOKOM, OTBPATUTEILHON CMEPTH.

N3 rpynn MOJI0A0¥ KEHIIUMHBI BBIPBAJIICSA KPHUK. Y’Kac CHOBAa HaXJbIHYJ Ha Hee. Bcee crapele
JKEJTaHWs W WCKYIICHUS CHOBa BBIPBAIUCh Ha cBoOomy. M oHa ¢ kymakamu HaOpocmiach Ha
BUHOBHUKA Bcex ee Oea. OHa BceM TEJIOM YyBCTBOBaja KaXKIbIM ynap, KakKIyio MOUICUYUHY — U
HeHaBujena Jlopuca 3a TO, 4TO OH JaXke HE MbITAETCA €€ OCTaHOBUTh. OH Jake He ILIeBeNHJICH,
JIUIIb N1€YaJIbHO CMOTpEJI Ha Hee, IPUHUMAasl HaKa3aHHe.

Hakomner, sipocts uccsikia, 1 Dnucca 0e3 cuil omycTwiach Ha moi. Ei He XxBaraio BO3mayXxa.
Psanom ona criblnana Tsoxenoe apixanue Jlopuca. HaBepHo, Ha ee Kpuk cOeXUTCA BECh JIBOpEII. ..



Ho wHer, HM TOmOTa HOT B KOpPHWAOpPaxX, HH CTyKa B JBeph... Kakercs, NHIIb I1ca HEMHOTO
00eCcroKOWIO TO, 4TO 37eCh Mpou3ouuio. OH ¢ HENMPUBBIYHOMN JKMBOCTBHIO MOJOLIEN K OJHCCE U
Terephb CIU3bIBAJ CIIE3bl C €€ JINLIA.

— Mecro, [pelik, — pa3gayics rojioc KOpoJisl.

[Tec momsaTucs, n Dnrcca MOYyBCTBOBAJA, Kak cuiibHBIE pyku Jlopuca mogaumarot ee. Korma
ee JIMLO OKa3aJloCh HAIPOTUB JIMIIA KOPOJs, OHAa pasjenwia Beku. Ha onqHOM 1mieke ccaauHa, u3
KOTOpOIl COYMTCS KpOBb, Jpyras cKyjda omyxaeT. Py0aimika pa3opBaHa U CJIOBHO HAapOYHO
BBICTABJISIET HANIOKA3 3TO TEJO, K KOTOPOMY TaK XOUETCSl IPUKOCHYTHCSI. DIIHUCCE CTANIO TyPHO.

— Tebe mopa orcranBath yecTh «IlluTay B Kyma4HBIX IOEIHMHKAX, — 3ameThi Jlopwc.

DTOro ObII0 TO0CTaTOYHO, YTOOBI CIIE€3bl XJIBIHYJIU TPafoM. YkacHO. U BbIxoJa HET U ObITH HE
MOJKET.

— Jla, HanoMHUHall MHE BpeMsI OT BPEMEHH, 4TOObI 51 OoJibLlIEe HE MbITAICA OJMCTaTh Mepen
TOOOM OCTpOyMUEM.

— ¥V Bac kpoBb, Baie BennuecTBo, — mposieneraiga OHa CKBO3b CJ€3bl, T Ha KOPOJIS.

— IlycTsaku, mpocto napanusa. S nmomydus no 3aciayram. IIpoctu, Dnucca. Mue Ha camom
Jiefie O4eHb Kallb. S1 ObUT HE BIIpaBe TOBOPUTH TeOe 00 3TOM — BOT Tak, Hampsmyro. Jlyumiei
Marepu, 4em Thl, 1 [xuna He Haitaemb. EMy oueHb noBeso.

OHHM CTOSUIM CIOUIIKOM OJU3KO Jpyr K Jpyry. Jlopuc B3siin ee 3a pyKy M IIOJIOKUJ CBOIO
nafgoHb cede Ha rpyas. Kak rpomko ctyqut cepaue... UYse? Ee cobcTBeHHOE — MIiTH TO, YTO ObETCA Y
Hee noJl pykoii? OHa He 3HaJjla, HO XOTela TOJIBKO OJHOTO: YTOObI 3TO He KOoHYajoch. U emie oHa
XOTella MPWXKAThCs K STOW MIMPOKOM MYCKYJIHCTOH TPYAM BCEM TEJIOM H PBIOATh, OIIAKHBAs
Jxuna, Topa, Cakcena, Kimyra, Haliputo — Bcex, KOro €i 10BEJIOCh MOTEPATh... U CBOIO TIIYIYIO,
OeccMbICIIeHHYIO T1000Bb K Jlopucy, kopoito TammmHopa.

— To1 mpomraerb MeHs? — ¢ HEKHOCTBIO CITPOCHIT OH.

— ToJIBKO eciiv BBl IO3BOJIUTE MHE 3aHATHCS BAlIEH paHOU.

Jlopuc xuBHyII.

Dnrcca HEOXOTHO BBICBOOOIMIIACH U3 €r0 OOBATHH, CMOYMIIA TUIATOK BOJIOW M3 KyBIIMHA H
yTepiia emy Juio. 3areM mo3Bana naxka. CnaBa CpeTy, MaJdb4MK CHajl M HUYEro He cibiman. U
cnaBa CBeTy, 94TO CErofHs CTPAKHHUKOB OTITYCTHJIM HA MOKOW — JECATKY KPENKHX BOWHOB HUYETO
HE CTOMJIO BEUIOMATH JBEPb.

— DBHI, — IPOTOBOpHIIA DJIHcca, — MMPUHECH U3 MOMX MOKOEB KOP3WHKY C TpaBamH. J[KHI
Tebe Bce MOKaxeT. beicTpee, MaTb4UHK. A TIOTOM MOXEITb CHOBA OT/ABIXaTh.

[Tax yOexain. OcraBuucs ¢ JlopucoM HaenuHe, Dnucca BEXIUBO MOMPOCUIIA €TI0 MIPUCECTh U
MPOTSAHYJA KyOOK, KOTOPBI CHOBA HanojHWIa BUHOM. OHa 4yBCTBOBaja, KakK Ijia3a KOpoJIsl CIEIST
3a KaKJbIM ee MBIKeHueM. Her, oHa cienmaer Bce, 4TOOBI HE BCTPETUTH ATOT B3I, Mimu XOTs OBl
MoCcTapaeTcsl.

CnaBa Csety, DaBun BepHyJcs ckopo. [lobmaromapus manpumka, Dircca 3aKpblia 32 HUM
aBephb U morpocuia Jlopuca 3ampoKHHYTH TOJIOBY, YTOOBI OCMOTpETh mapanuny. [lotom Bce-Taku
MPUIIUIOCH TIPUCECTh PSIOM, YTOOBI MPOMBITH €€ CMECBIO TPaBSHBIX HACTOEB, NMPUTOTOBICHHBIX
HECKOJIbKO JTHeW Hazaa. Hactoit ObpL1 KpemKMM U ele He YCIEN BBIBETPUTHCS. JIOpHC HEBOJIBHO
nomopmmics. [lumer... Opnako ODnmcca 3Hama: €CIM BOCIOJB30BATHCS JTOW HACTOMKOM,
3apa)KeHUsI MOXKHO HE omacaTthCsi. ITo ObuI emie oauH ypok Coppenb: 3apa3a yOMBaeT, MOITOMY
yOeli ee nepBOH.

— IIpocTute, 4TO 51 CHOBA MPUUMHSAIO BaM 00Jib, Baiie BenuuecTso.

Jlopuc B310XHYI.

— ToI coBCeM psizioM, a s Jake He CMEI0 CKa3aTh, CKOJIBKO CTPAJaHUN Thl MOXKEIIb IPUIHHUTH
OJIHMM CJIOBOM. JTO ropas3ao OojbHEe.

Omucca 3amepnia. OHU U B caMOM Jieie ObUIM Tak OJMU3KO JIPYr K JAPYry, 4TO MEXIY UX
JUIAMHU MOXHO OBLJIO IIPOCYHYTh Pa3Be UTO JIBE CIOKEHHBIE JIaIOHHU.

— BBI HE TOIDKHBI Tak TOBOPUTH, TOCYAAPh, — MPOIIETITANIA OHA.

Jlopuc BEIIPSMUIICS ¥ CHPATAN €€ JIAJOHH B CBOMX.

— S noimxeH 3T0 ckazarh, Dnucca. MHade s coitny ¢ yma ot 6onu. S mro6mro tebs. S marobito



T€0s1 C TOrO JHS, KaK yBHe] T€0sl B TPOHHOM 3ajie, OJIEAHYI0, U3BMYYEHHYIO, IIOJIHYIO0 oT4astHUs. Thl
ObUTa Tak MpeKpacHa, UCIOJHEHA TaKOro JIOCTOMHCTBA, Jake Korja kasHwiu Topkuna. [la, s He
MOTY HCILEJIUTh paHy B TBOEM CepAle... HO s mpoury y TeOst mpouieHus. KasHb MoxHO ObLIO
OCTAHOBUTbH, HO s OBbLI Y€ CIMIIKOM o4apoBaH TOOOH. S peBHOBaJ T€0sl MOTOMY YTO 3HAJ: 3TO €ro
TEJIO0, a HE MOE, IMPHUKAcalloCch K TBOEMY. OTO ObUIO HEBBIHOCUMO — JAyMaTb O TOM, YTO TbI
MPUHAUIEKUIIB IPYTOMY, OCTaBasiChb HEAOCTYIHOM it MeHs. Bee 3Tu rospl, moka Thl HaXOAUJIACh
psaaoM, s cxoaus ¢ yma. [lopoit MHe mpUXOIMIOCh MPHU3BAaTh BCIO CHILYy CBOEH BOJIHM, YTOOBI HE
MPOTSHYTh PYKY U HE MOIIaUTh T€Os MO roJIOBE, KOIAa Mbl paboTaeM. ..

— IIpomry Bac, rocyaaps! — BockiukHysa Jnucca. — [lernen KopoJieBslI eliie He OCThLI.

— Tume, Dnucca. Haitpus 3nana.

OH B34 CO CTOJIa, KOTOPBIM CTOSUT PSAIOM, KYCOK HCHHCAHHOIO MEepraMeHTa, U MoJiojas
KEHIIMHA TYT )K€ y3Hasa, I04epKOM KopoJieBbl. JIopuc pa3BepHyI JIUCT MOJHOCTbIO.

—Ona HamMcana 3TO 3a HECKOJIbKO JHEH 10 cMepTH. B TOT neHb Mbl BEpHYIUCH U3
nyremecTBusi mo crpane. OHa OjarogapuT MeHs 3a TO, YTO i ObUT TaKMUM BHUMATEIBHBIM U
JIOOSIIIMM BO BpeMsl 3TOM MOE3KU, — OH I'PYCTHO yCMeXHYIcs. — JIagHo, Bce s yutath HE Oyay...
Bort: ona mpusHaercs, 4To 3Hajga — BCE ITO BpeMs, KaXJIyK0 HOUYb sl UyBCTBOBaJl ceOsl TiIyOOKO
HECYACTHBIM, MOTOMY 4YTO eJlaJ]l U HE MOI YTOJUTh CBOero >xkenaHuss. OHa MHILIET, Yero s Tak
CTPAcTHO >Kenall: YToObI psiioM co MHOM Obuia Dnuccanpa Ksun. Hailpus npocut He Ka3HUTH ceds
3a 3TO M He cTpaaarh. Kakue Obl yyBCTBa HU BO3HHUKJIM MEXJy HaMHU IOCJE€ €€ CMEpPTH, OHU
6narocnoBeHHsl. [locie ee cmeptu. .. [loxoxe, oHa 3Hana, 4TO CKOPO yMpeT.

Koponps ymonk. Kaxercs, emy ObUIO CIAMIIKOM TSDKEIO HNEPEYUTHIBATH 3TO MOCIAHUE, XOTS
Onucca 3aMeTuia, 4TO MEPraMeHT pa3BopaurBaid HE pa3 M He aBa. OHA NPOTSHYNA MPAaBUTEIIO
TannuHopa kyOok ¢ BUHOM, U JIopHC €JMHBIM JYyXOM OCYILUJI €T0.

— S nomxeH 3aKOHYUTH TO, YTO Havdal. Halipust HajmeeTcs1, 9To s penrych caenaTh TeOsi CBoeH
KOPOJIEBOM, MMOCKOJIbKY UMEHHO Takas Iapa JI0JDKHA MPaBUTh KOPOJIEBCTBOM, KOI'Jla IPAIyT O€bl.
He 3Hao, yTOo OHa XOTena 3TUM CKaszaTb, HO B TO YTPO, MHepe] TeM KaK OTIPaBUTbCS HA Ty
MpOryJKYy... B JICHb CBOEU cMepTH... Halipus roBopwia MHE, 4TO BO CHE €il SIBUJIACh JKCHILMHA.
Omna cka3aina eif, 4To ckopo HajJ TalsIMHOPOM HAaBUCHET CTpallHas yrpo3a, U MOHAaJI00UTCS HEMAJIo
CHJI, 4TOOBI MPOKJIAAbIBATh KOPOJEBCTBY IyTh BO BpeMeHa ucnbitaHuil. [lo cioBam Haitpuu, sta
KEHIIMHA TOBOpUJIA, YTO Thl Hy)KHa TaJUIMHOPY Kak HUKTO JIpYroi, U 4yto JDKWi JOJDKEH CTaTh
npanM-oQuIIepOM.

— Bo ums Cgera, Jlopuc! — BockiukHyna Onucca. — M Tel BceMy 3TOMY BEpPHUIIH?

OpHako BHYTpHU y HEE BCE NIEPEBEPHYJIOCH, JIUCE CHOBA BMELINBACTCS B UX JKU3Hb.

— 51 Bepro uTO HaM CyXJeHO ObITh BMecTe. SBepro, uto Haiipus, koTopas naxe B cMepTH
OCTaJIaCh TAaKOM K€ BEITMKOIYITHON M CHUJILHOM, KaKOW ObLIa MpHU >KU3HHU, OJarocaoBuia Hall Opak,
3a OJTHO ATO OHA 3aCIYKUBAET OOJIBbIICH JIFOOBH, YeM 51 MOT €i KOraa-1uoo nathk. SABepro, uto Jxumn
JIOJIKEH CTaTh MpaiM-0(pHUIIEpOM, U €ro HaJ0 K 3TOMY F'OTOBUTH... HA TO €CThb MHOXECTBO MPUYHH.
A apMHI0 — K TOMY, 9TO MHPHBIE BpeMeHa CKopo 3akoHuarcsa. Crapbiii Mepkyn mpemynpeskiain
MEHsI, HO 51 CITUIIKOM Masio Gecriokomscs 06 obopone KoponerctBa. Eme Obl, s mpaBUiI CTOIBKO
JIET, ¥ 3a 3T roJipl TalIuHOp HU pa3y HU C KEM HE BOEBaJl. B Hamu THU JIOJU HE 3HAIOT HUYETO,
Kpome Mupa u npouseranus. Ho Mepkya Obl1 HEOOBIUHBIM YeslOBEKOM, Jnucca. OH 3HA TO, 4TO
CKpBITO OT npyrux. W stoT con Haiipuu... Mens npeaynpexnaroT. Sl HUKoraa He mpeHeOperan
MpEeNyNpexXICHUIMHU, a 3TUM He peHeOpery Tem nade. A teneps... CKaxu, 4TO Thl TOXKE JIIOOHUILb
MeHs1, Dnucca. CKaku, YTO MHE 9TO HE MOYYIUIO0CH.

Ero cmoBa nHaGeramu npyr Ha apyra. OH cMoTpen DJucce B 11a3a, CJIOBHO HAJIESJICS TPOYECTh
OTBET paHbllie, YeM OH OyJeT MPOU3HECEH.

Mononast )KeHIIMHA MoJTdajia, MbITasick coOpaTrkesi ¢ MpiciasaMu. Her. OHa ciuimkom JroouT
ero.

— SlnpiTanack 3anpeTuTh cebe 3To, MO KOposib. S mblTanach BO3HEHABUIETh Bac. Ho y MeHs
Huuero He BbIUIO. S OesymHo mro0mo 1ebs, Jlopuc. U kemato TeOsi BceM cepameMm. XOTs
YyBCTBYIO, YTO IIPEJA0 CBOIO KOPOJIEBY.

Ero riasa 3aTyMaHWINCh.



— byap moelt koposneBoil. byb psaom u paBb BMECTE CO MHOM.

Omucca nepesena nyx. [lepen ee rnmazamu BcTamo auuo Topa, U OHAa MBICIEHHO CKasala
coemy cynpyry «lIpoctu». A moTtoMm mpousHeciaa T€ CJIOBa, KOTOpbIe M HAJESUICS YCIBIIIATh
Jlopuc.

— 51 Oyny Bamiei KopoJieBoi, rocyaaps. M Oyny 1100UTh Bac, IOKa CMEPTh HAC HE PA3IydHT.

Jlopuc oOHsin ee u npuxkain ee k cede. [ToTom nx ryObl COeqUHMINCD, U MOLENYH ObLT JOJITHUM
n cinaakuMm. Bpems wucuesno. Vcuesnu mnpuBBIYHBIE 3BYKM [JBOpLIA@ — BO BCSKOM Ciydae,
BIIIOOJIEHHBIE UX He ciblmiand. OHU cTainu eAuHbIM IesbiM. JIF000Bb HalloKWJIa Ha HHUX CBOIO
reyarb.

Hakoner, 00bsTHS pa3xkanuch, 1 DIMcca OMyCTUIa TOJIOBY Ha rpyab Kopouro. Eil kazanocsk,
YTO OHA IJIBIBET HaJl 3eMJIeH — JJIs 3TOr0 ObLIO I0OCTaTOYHO MPOCTO MPUKACATHCSA K HEMY ILEKOH. ..
1 XOTEJOCh JHILb OJHOTO: YTOOBI 3TO YIIOEHUE HUKOTI'/1a He KOHYaoch. [IoTOM oHa BCIOMHMIIA PO
apxaJiuT U B yXace OTIpsHYIa.

—Yto Takoe? — Jlopuc nackoBo mpoBen najbliamMu 1o ee BosocaM. Bo ums Ceera, CKOJIBKO
pa3 oH 00 3TOM MeYTall.

— Ho s Bce eme HenpukocHoBeHHast! Y MeHSI HE MOXKET ObITh JIFOOOBHHKA — 3TO 3aIPELLEHO.
W tem Oosiee MHE HENb3sI BBIXOJIUTH 3aMYX, Jaxe 3a KOopoJid. Thl Ka3HWJ JIOAEH M 32 MEHBLIYIO
IIPOBUHHOCTbH, TOCYAAPb.

— Haiipust mogymana u 006 3tom, 1000Bs MOsi. OHA HE OAMH TOJ yOeKaana MeHs U3MEHHTD
nosnoxxenne HempukocHoBeHHbIX B TamnmuHope. U BBIHY)KIEH mHpu3HATh: MOCIE TOro, Kak s
pacnyctuil MukBU3unmio, Hapoa TamwmHOpa ctan ropa3fgo cyactiaubee. Bee 310 BpeMs s XpaHuWI
BEPHOCTh CTapoMy 3akoHY. Ero mpuHsuin 1aBHO, U B T€ BpPEMEHA OH U B caMOM Jefie Obul Giiarom
g Bcex. Ho I'oT u ero moMoIHUKM CAENalIy 3TOT 3aKOH CBOMM OPYIUEM U TOJb30BAIUCH UM,
4YTOOBI pacnpaBisAThCs ¢ HEYyroaHbIMU. To ke camoe kacaercs U HenpukocHoBeHHbIX. CUMTANOCH,
YTO peOCHOK, POKJIEHHBIM OT YKEHIIMHBI, CHOCOOHON TBOPUTH BOJIIIEOCTBO, BBIPACTET UYAOBHILEM,
KOTOpPO€ YHUYTOXKUT BCE BOKPYT. DTO MPOCTO MOBEPHE, KOTOPOMY MHOT'O BeKOB. EcThb sierenna mnpo
UyscTByromero, KOTOpbIM €1Ba HE pa3pylIni Bech Haml Mup. Ho Teneps, nymaro, HaM Iopa cTarthb
MyJipee, cTaplle U UATH BIIEpe]l U He LEIUIATHCS 3a BUEPAIIHUNA IEHb C €r0 MEePEeKUTKAMH.

Onucca cinymana Jlopuca, u B rpynd y Hee OymieBana unenas Oyps. Ona Obuia MOYTH
cyacTiuBa, HO npu umeHn Opiaka y Hee mpobOexan mo koke o3H00. OHa Bce-Taku JouuTana
[Mucanus Hanaka. Ognaxael Opnak BepHercs. OH He BbIIyMKa, He Jierenja. M o Ha camoM niene
HaMepeH YHUUTOXUTh TammuHop. Ho ceifuac eif He xoTenoch gaxe JymMaTh 00 3TOM.

— A 4TO TBI coOMpaenibes nenarb ¢ Akagemueit 1 HempukocHOBEHHBIMU?

— Akagemust — 3To Haile cokpouuie. IlycTs B Hell mpopoinkaeTcst paboTa, MycTh OHA CIYKUT
npubexumem ais skeHuH-UyBeTByronux. Ho oHu Oosblile HEe CTaHYT NPUXOAWUTH TyJAa JIHIIb
IIOTOMY, 4TO OOJIbLIIE HUTJIE HE MOTYT YKpBITbCcs OT roHeHuil. Het, 3to Oyzaer ux BbiOop. Ilycth
TyJla IPUXOJAT JIMILb T€, KTO XKeJlaeT, 4ToObl ux aap ciayxui KoposeBcTBy.

— A apxanut?

— B sToM Oonpiie HeT HyxAbl. [loHMMaro, Te U3 Bac, KTO HOCUT KaMEHb, YK€ HE CMOTYT OT
Hero ocBobomuthesa. Ho uHu omny YyBcTByromiyro OoOJbllie HE 3acTaBsAT €ro HOCHTh. Bwl Bce
CMOJKETE BECTH 0OBIYHYIO KU3Hb. MBI B JIONTY ME€pPE BaMH.

— O, Jlopuc! — Dnucca nopeiBUcTO 00HsIA €ro. — OgHOTO 3TOTO OYAET JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI
TBOE IIPABJIEHUE 3aIIOMHMJIM Ha BeKa. bl 1a cBOOOIY TE€M, KTO TaK JI0JITO ObLI B 3aTOYEHUH. . .

Ota MasieHbKas XBajieOHas peyb SIBHO MOHpaBuiach Jlopucy.

— HenpruKOCHOBEHHBIM pa3peliar BBIXOIUTh 3aMy’K, — IPOJOJDKal OH, — HO 3a UX JETbMHU
KaKoe-TO BpeMs npujercs Ha0nroaaTh. Crapbie MPUBBIYKU JJOJITO YMUPAIOT.

— 51 Tak TOOOM TOPKYCh... Thl pa3pylIni CTEHbI, KOTOPBIE JIUIIAIOT TBOE KOPOJEBCTBO CHUIIBI.
ThI rOTOB OTKpPBITH ABEPHU IEpE] 0JaPECHHBIMU, OJAEPKATh UX, U 32 3TO TeOe BO3/1AaCTCS CTOPULIEH,
Jlopuc. 4 3Haro.

3a 9TUM TOCIIEI0BA HOBBIM TOIEIYH — Ha 3TOT pa3 Oojee riyOokuid u gonaruit. [lomemyi,
KOTJIa HE XOYETCS OTPHIBATh T'YOBI OT T'YO0.

Hakownern, 3To npousonuio, 1 nucca NOYyBCTBOBaJIA, HACKOJBKO ycTasa. OHa 3eBHyIA.



— S noJoKHA UITH.

— Mosker, Bce-Taku OCTaHeIIbCs? Dincca yiaplOHYIach.

— Her. Iloka MbI HE TOKEHUMCS — HET.

— Hy, Torga BcrpeTumcst 3a 3aBTPaKoM JUIsl YTPEHHETO MOLIEITYsL.

— Tol BuHUIIBb ce0s1? — crpocuia OHa, BEICBOO0XK1asICh U3 €ro 00BATHI.

— 51 y)xe MHOTO JIeT BUHIO ce0sl 3a Te YyBCTBa, KOTOPbIE Thl poKJaellb Bo MHe. [la, s mo0uin
Te0s1, mpojoipkas nmooute Haiiputo. Ho B 3TOM nucebMe ona Omarocnosiser Hac. OHa XxoTena,
4YTOOBI NIOCIIE €€ CMEPTH MbI CO€AMHUIINCH, I0ATOMY Ha AYIIE€ Y MEHs MUp. Sl cuacTiuB, YTO 3HAJ
ee, ¥ 4TO OHa ObL1a MOeH KOPOJIEBOU CTOJIBKO JIET.

Koneuno, on mpaB. Ho Dnucca 3actaBuiia ero moooOemarh, YTOObBI OH HE BBIKA3bIBal €
T00BH MPUJITIOJIHO, TIOKA HE 3aKOHUUTCA Tpayp. Jlopuc cormacuics.

DT0 03HAyYaeT, YTO Thl HE JOJDKEH OpaTh MeHs 3a pyku, Jlopuc. M xorja Tel CMOTpHIIBL Ha
MEHsI, B TBOEM B3TJISI/IE HE JIOJDKHO OBITH JIIOOBU, — OHA TOTpo3wia emy mnaibiem. — [loman: emie
HECKOJIbKO MECSIIIEB Thl KOPOJIb, @ sl — TBOS JIMYHAs IOMOIIHHIIA.

— Obemraro, — OH TprKall pyKy K rpyau. Cepare, KOTopoe OMIOCh TaM, TPUHAIICKAIO CH.

— Ha, Jlopuc... npexnae, 4eM s yuay — NOXKaJIyicTa, pacCKaXky, 4To Thl 3Haelb po Jlxuia.
[Ipoury Tebs.

Jlopuc mpucransHO mocMoTpen ei B Tia3a. OH IMOHSJ, YTO MOJKET BIIOJHE JOBEPSATH ITOU
KeHIIuHe. JKeHInHe, KoTopasi CKOpO CTAHET €ro Cynpyrom U KOpoJieBo. Mexxay HUMU HE T0JHKHO
OBITH HEJIOMOJIBOK.

— Jlxwit — moii cbiH. OH yHacneayet TpoH TamiuHopa.

FnaBa 10
HoBas BcTpe4ya B 3aBegeHUU

Korpa Top npu6sut B Kapanyn, tam yxe He 6b110 Hu ['oTa, Hu Kcantun, uu fnyca Ksucra.
Top octaHoBuMIICS Ha 3aXyJajioM OCTOSUIOM JABOpe. B KOMHaTyIIKe, KOTOPYIO €My OTBEJU, HE ObLIO
HUYEro, KpoMe TIpsi3U M CTapoil KpoBaTH, KOTOPOIO Ja)Xe HE MEepecTeNIUIU IOCJIe TOro, Kak
MPOILIBEIN mocToser] yexan. OaHako 3/1eCh MOKHO OBLIO JKUTh, HE TIOJABEPTasiCh OMACHOCTH OBITH
y3HaHHBIM, 4TO U TpeboBaioch. lIpexne, yem BOHTH B Topoj, Top M3MEHUI CBOIO BHEIIHOCTH C
MTOMOIIBIO BOJIIEOCTBA, HO BCKOPE CTAJIO OYEBUAHO, UTO B 3TOM HET HYK/bl. ['0oT ucues. Bo Becakom
cllydae HUKTO HE 3HaJI, KyJa OH MOJEBaJICs, a €CJIM KTO-TO U 3HaJ, TO HE CHEIIUII JEIUTHhCI CBOUM
3HAHHUEM C HE3HAKOMILIEM.

Hy urto k... Pa3pickath ['oTa — HEe camoe BakHOE, 3TO JA€JIO0 TepnuT. Top Hajesics, 4To
Cakcen mocnemui BepHyThcsi B Tanm u mo3zabotutcs o 6e3omacHocTr Dnucchl. Ha kimyka MOXHO
ObLII0 MOJIOKUTHCS. UTO XKe Kacaercsa ero camoro... Emy npencrout uckare Knyra. M s nagama
BbICIEANTH 3TOro SIHyca KBucTa, mpryeM neicTBOBAaTh OYEHb OCTOPOKHO, JTAXKE 3a/1aBasi BOIPOCHI.
[Tog03puTENBbHOCTS Y MECTHBIX JKUTEIEM B KpPOBH, OHH MaJlo KOMY JOBEpSAIOT... TeM Oolee
1o’kaHaM. 1 tem Gosiee rocTsiM U3 CTOJIMILIBIL.

OOBIYHO y3HATh TaKHWE BEIIW JIETYE BCErO0 — a MOXET OBbITh, M OBICTpPEE BCEro — B TOPTY.
Opnaxko Top moHsuI, YTO B 3aBEIEHUSAX C KPAaCHUBBIMHU JEBYIIKAMU y HEro Kyzaa OOJbIl€ IIAHCOB.
3BOHKas MOHETa, napa O0KajloB, HECKOJIbKO HEKHBIX CJIOB HA YIIKO... KTO 3HAET, YTO 3a JIBEPIIbI
MO>KHO OTKPBITh 3TUMU KITFOUUKAMU?

KBucra He Ha3oBelIb KpacaBlieM, HO 3TOT YEJIOBEK 3HAeT cede LeHYy, U B OJIaropoJICTBE eMy
HE OTKaxemb. J[0CTaTOYHO BCIOMHMTH, YTO OH HE CTajJ MpsATaTh JMLIO — IJIaBapb MOPCKHUX
pa3boitHukoB urpan yectHo. K tomy xe oH octaBuil CakceHa B JKHUBBIX. B 3TOM uenoBeke ecTh
YTO-TO pacroJjiararoiiee. A KpomMe TOro, y Hero ecTb CHJia U BJacTb, a IJi€ CHJIa U BJIACTh, TaM U
XKeHIIMHbI. HeTpyaHO noragatbes, rie OH MPOBOJUT BpeMs, BEPHYBIIHCH Ha Oeper ¢ JoObIuel.

Bcekope Top yxe cTosun HemoiajaeKy OT OJJHOTO IOPTOBOTO 3aBEACHUS, HAOJI01all, KaK BXOISAT
U BBIXOJAT MOCETUTENH, W pasMblluisul. flHyc KBHCT TOpryeT He TOJIbKO JIOBUMMHU MTHUIAMHU.
[TomuuTCS, OH roBOpuUI, Kyna otBe3eT Kiyra, u 3to MHOroe oObsicHseT. KinyT pacckasbiBai, Kakue
ToBapbl mnosBisAoTcs B Kapanyne. Hampumep, pabsi. JKuBoit ToBap — Joporoil ToBap; He



ucKItoYeHo, uto Snyc KBuct 3aHumaercss 3TUM NpuObUIbHBIM JeioM. M He Oe3ycmemiHo: ero
OTJINYaeT CaMOYBEPEHHOCTh MpEYCIEBAIOLIEro 4ejgoBeka. BoT emie oauH MOBOA COOIIOAAThH
OCTOPOXKHOCTb.

HNuTepecHo, KOTO 3/€Ch JKIET CaMblil TEIUIbIA TpueM, AymMan Top, HOAXOAS K ABEPSM.
HaBepHo, rmaBHoe — 3TO yBepeHHOCTh B cebe. CTOMT mMoOKa3aTh CJabOCTh, U 3TUM TYT XK€
BOCIIOJIB3YIOTCS. TOp 3Hai, 4TO HPABUTCS KEHIIMHAM — J1a U He TOJbKO MM. OH BBICOK POCTOM,
LIMPOKOIIEY, U JIIOIH, YBUJIEB €0, 000paunBaroTcs... HO 3Toro mano. Kpacasen moxxer npoOyanuTh
JO0OTBITCTBO, HO ceifyac HyKHO HeuTo Oosibiiee. KOHoma noiman cebst Ha TOM, YTO B pa3iyMbe
CTOUT Ha KpbUIbIIE, KOT'/1a BCIIOMHUII cjl0Ba Slpro.

«TBI caMbIH 3araJIOYHBIN YeIOBEK M3 BCEX, KOTO S 3HAJIa.

Bort ono. Taiina. Ecan y MyX4uHBI €cTh TaiiHa, OH HeoTpa3uMm. Huuro Tak He Oyaopakut
BooOpakeHue >keHmuHbl. Kcratn, k10 emy 00 3ToM ckazan? Camblil 3arajJo4Hblii 4eJIOBEK,
KOTOPOTO OH 3Haj — npaim-oduiep Kaiipyc. JKeHIITUHBI TOCTOSIHHO YBUBAJIKCH 3a HUM, HO TIOUTH
HUYEro OHU O HEM HE 3HAJIU.

— XeHmuHbl o4yeHb J1000ONBITHBL, — roBopui Kaiipyc. Uem Oomblle Thl CKpbIBaellb, TEM
00JIbIlIE OHU CTPEMSATCS BBIBEJATh TBOM CeKpeTbl. COXpaHM CBOM TaWHBI — U CMOXKEIIb yJIEP)KaTh
KEHILUHY.

Top ynpIOHYJCS, BCIIOMUHAs MYAPBIN COBET MpaiiM-oduiiepa, IOTOM TOJIKHYJ ABEPb U BOLIEI
B YJIUBUTEIBHO YHCTYIO MPUX0XKYyI0. M 3TO B ropoje, Kyna CTEKalOTCs HETOJSM U MEp3aBLbl CO
BCEr0 KOPOJIEBCTBA, B IOCJIEJHEM OIUIOTE 4YEJOBEYECTBAa HA I'PAHUIIE KOPOJIEBCTBA, 3a KOTOPOM
TOJIBKO cKanucThle myctomu! YUCToTa M pPOCKOIIb, KOTOPHIE 3[1€Ch LAPWUJIHU, caeialu Obl 4ecTh
naxke ctojmie. B 3aie urpanu Tpoe My3bIKaHTOB — Ha/I0 CKa3aTh, UTPAM MPEBOCXOTHO. Y CTOUKH
Oapa HETpoMKO OecemoBalu MYKUMHBI, JIEBYIIKHA OOCITyXuBanu mocerureneit. [loxoxe, 3mech
ymenu Bectu Aena. Top BcmoMHuI 3aBeaeHue Mucc Baiiner nydinee u3 Bcex, riae oH Korja-in0o
OObIBAI.

JleBymika 3a cToiikoi BcTperuia Topa uyTh Oojiee MpoxiaaHO 4eM oxuaainoch. OH 3aka3zan
«CopBHHO». DTa rycras >KenTasi HacToMKa CTOuIa JOBOJBHO J0POro, HO MUjach JIETKO, a Ui TOrO
YTOOBI COTPETHCSI MPOXJIAAHBIM BEYEPOM, MUP TaK U HE MPUAyMall HUYEro Jy4iiero. Top He4acTo
U1 KpernKue HaMMTKU — IOcJie Iepee3/ia B CTOJNUIY OH IPEINOYUuTanl BHHA, OCOOEHHO HOJKHBIE
copta. «COpBHHO» OH BBIOpal HE TOJIBKO TMOTOMY, YTO XOTed ceOs moOaioBaTh: BO-TIEPBBIX, €€
JIeNIal0T Ha CeBEpPE, a BO-BTOPBIX, OE/IHSAKAM TaKasl BHIIIMBKA HE [0 KapMaHY.

B 3ame paGoTtanmu TOJBKO AEBYIIKH, AK€ 32 CTOMKOW, WU OT 3TOTO JaKE BO3MyX Kazajcs
ceexuM. [locie tperbeit promku «CopBrHO» Top MOUYBCTBOBAJI, UTO B3IJISA/bl, YCTPEMJICHHBIE HA
HEro, CTAaHOBATCA TEIUIee, a KPACOTKA 32 CTOMKOW, MPUHUMAas y HEro JEHbIH, Aa)Ke OIMUTHYIIA.

— YTO mpuBeIIO B HAIlIKM Kpasi TAKOTO MPEKPACHOIO CTPaHHUKA? — OCBEJJOMUIIACH OHA.

— O... —opotsanyn Top. — HaBepHo, xak1a CTpaHCTBUH.

— IlyremecTBeHHUKH peako nosBisioTcs B KapanyHe, — neByiika no-npexxHemy yibl0anachk,
HO 3TO0 OBbLIO SIBHOE MPENYNpPEXICHUE.

— MHe 31ech HpaBUTCS. 31€Ch S UyBCTBYIO... — OH OTBEJ] B3IJIS/, CJIOBHO HHUKAaK HE MOT
o00paTh MOJIXOSIIIEE BEIPAKEHUE, — ... HEY3HAaBaEMbIM.

— IlpaBna? — neBymika BckuHyna OpoBu. OHa siBHO 3a0aBisuiack. — Torja Jydilero Mecra
Tebe U B CaMOM JIeJie HE HalTH.

— 51 Toxe Tak Aymaro, — OTKIMKHYJCS Top M MpUBAIUICS CHUHOW K CTEHE — TaK eMy ObLIO
Jy4llle BUJIHO, YTO IIPOUCXOTUT BOKPYT.

— A kak Te0s 30ByT? 3Haellb, y HaC TYT O€3bIMSIHHbIE TOCTH HE B YECTH.

— Ilerepcun, — Top Ha3Ban nepBoe UMs, KOTOPOE MPUILIO B TOJIOBY, U MOJHSII CTakaH. — 3a
TO, 9YTOOBI HAC MOPEKE Y3HABAJIU.

JleBylika NoHUMarOIIE YAbIOHYJIaCh U HAPaBUJIACh K APYroMy OCETUTENIO.

B 3ane 6b110 nMr0gHO. YKpankol pasriaisiBas rocreid, Top oTMeTui, 4yTo Crofa HE MyCKaroT
Koro nonaio. Bo Bcsikom citydae, Juist MOPCKUX pa300MHHUKOB, BOPOB, YOUII] U paOOTOProBLIEB ATH
rocrnoja ObUIM CIMIIKOM Xopoio oxaeThl. [loxoke, y Bilajenblia 3TOro 3aBEJCHUS JKeJle3Has
XBaTKa... & MOXET ObITh, U JK€JE€3HbIE KyJaKu. A Kakue y JeBYIIEK Hapsjbl... Huuyrh He Xyxe,



4YeM B 3aBeJieHUU Mucc Baiter.

Hekoe ouapoBaTenbHO€ cO3/1aHUE MOJONLIO K CTOMKE M MPHUHSIIOCH PAacCTaBisATh OOKabl,
4yTh HaKJIOHSSICH Brepea. Kaxnoe ABrkeHue NeBYIIKM ObUIO MPOJYMaHO: OHA Kak Obl HEB3HAauail
Kacajach TO OJJHOTO, TO IPYroro MOCETUTENS — UMEHHO B TOT MUT, KOTJa IOCTb, MOHSB IJia3a, MOT
3arjsiHyTh B BBIpE3 €€ IuiaThs. Top 4yTh 3aMeTHO ynblOHYscs. CTapas yloBKa... HO JeHCTBYeT OHa,
HaJ0 MPU3HATh, 0€30TKA3HO.

— JloOpwbIif Beuep, cynapb, — 4YyTh LEPEMOHHO Ipou3Hecia JeBymka. — [Ipocture, uTO
MPUILIIOCH BAC MMOTPEBOKUTD.

— Bam He3auem npocuthb npouieHus. 9To ObLII0 BOCXUTUTEIBHO.

— YeM MOry CILYKUTh?

— Cnenait oj10J15KeHUE, IPUHECH MHE MIOECTh... YTO y Bac TyT camoe BKyCHOE?

— V¥ Hac Bce 0J1r0/1a XOpOIIH, TOCTIOAMH. ..

— Ilerepcun, — noackazan Top.

— Pr10a, sxapeHoe Msico, pary u3 3aia?

— Iloxanyii, npunecute peiOy, 3-3-3...

— Mens 30ByT Cunus. Ecnu noxenaere yero-HuOyIb €Ile, NOYTEHHBIN, BaM CTOUT TOJBKO
[03BaTh MEHs. YBEpSO, S JIOCTABIIO BaM ropasao OOJblle YAOBOJLCTBHUS, YEM pbl0a, — U OHaA
ncyesia 3a Kakoi-To JIBEphI0 — CKOpPEE BCEro, TaM HaXOAUJIach KyXHSI.

Top mepeBen ayx. OdapoBarenbHa W yMHA, YMHA W O4yapoBaTeibHa. J[eBylIKa 3a CTOHWKOM
CHOBA IOJ0IIIa K HEMY U IpeuIoxKuia enie oauH «COpBUHOM.

— MOXHO 10JIF000TIBITCTBOBATh, KOMY IMPUHAICKUT 3TO 3aBeieHuE?

—Tlocrioxxe DiipuHe, cynmapb, — JAEBYIIKAa YKpaJKOW yKaszaja TJia3aMd B CTOPOHY Y3KOU
JIECEHKH, KOTOpast BeJia Ha 1uomaaky. HecomHeHnHo, oTTyna 3ai1 Obll BUJIEH, KaK Ha JIaJJOHU.

[Ipocnenus 3a B3MISIIOM JIeBYLIKH, TOp 3aMeTHII )KEHILUHY B IJIaThE LIBETA MOPCKOM BOJIHBI,
BEJIMKOJIETIHO CJIO’KEHHYIO U OYEHb KpPacHBYIO, KOTOpas OMNBITHBIM B3IJISAOM 0003peBajla CBOU
BiageHus B Heit Obu10 yTo-TO OT Mucc Baitner. Het, He B Hapy»XHOCTH, a B MaHEPE JI€PKAThCSI.

Panom c OGnenHoil KoKel ee pbDKHME BOJIOCHI Ka3aJMCh OCJIENUTEIbHONW BCHBILIKOM, a
riyOOKUM IBET IJIaThsl eule spye oTTeHs1 ux. Jla, kpacuBa... u Monoga. Jlaxe uzmamu ObLIO
3aMETHO, YTO CTapoCTh MPUAET K 3TOM KEHIIMHE O4YeHb M O4eHb Heckopo. Kak u mosaraercs
BIIQJIETIUIIE 3aBEJCHUS, Jama Oblila HakpalleHa — BO3MOKHO, HMEHHO Ui TOTO0, YTOObl Ka3aTbCs
crapuie. Ho HuKakas mypa, HUKaKue pymsiHa HE MOTJIM CKPBITh KPacoTy, JaHHYIO €l OT POXKIECHUS.

CnoBHO NOYYBCTBOBAB Ha cebe B3I, X034lKa MMOBEepHYyNach U nocmorpena Topy npsMo B
rmaza. [lotom momanuna oaHy W3 JAeBymieK. Ta B30exana K HEH MO JICCTHUIIE, >KCHIIUHBI
OoOMEHsAIUCh mapod Tuxux ¢pas, AeBylIKa ObICTpO B3rJsHyda Ha Topa u kuBHyna. ['ocroxka
DlipyHa MOBEpHYJach €€ HEMHOr0 M 4yTh CKJIOHWJA ToJIOBY. Temepb MOXHO ObUIO HE
COMHEBATbCs, YTO OHa NpHUBETCTBYeT Topa. Mojojomy 4YeIoBeKy HHUYEro HE OCTaBajoCh, Kak
MOAHSTH OOKaJl, OTBEYasi Ha IPUBETCTBUE.

C 10 XeHIKHOM cTouT noroBoputh. Ho kax?

JleByIika, ¢ KOTOpOM pa3roBapuBajlia X03sHKa, NOSBUJIACh KaK pa3 B TOT Mur, koraa Topy
MIPUHECTH PHIOY.

— [Ipoctute 3a GECIOKOICTBO, Cyaaph, — HETPOMKO TPOU3HECHA OHA, — HO TOCIOXa DWpuHa
XOYeT BUJIETh BaC TUM BEUEPOM.

— OtninynHo! — Top ¢ TpyznoMm Bepui cBoelt ynaue. — binarogapro 3a npurnamenue. Ho cHauana
MHE XOTeJIOCh Obl TIOECTb.

—Ho, cynmapb... MBIl MOXeM NOJaTh BaM pbI0y M TOCJE TOrO, Kak Bbl IEPETOBOPHUTE C
TOCIOKOM.

— Kak 1e6st 30ByT? — cipocuit Top, mocMOTpeB €ii B ri1asa.

— Diime, ca3p. S k BammMm yciyram.

— Tak BoT, Diitme, ceituac s rosogeH. Kak roBoputcs, xkorma s em, s TiIyx U HeM. Ecnm
['ocnoxa DiipuHa KenaeT co MHOW BCTPETUTHCS, sI C YAOBOJBCTBHEM HABEIy €€ MOCie yXKuHA. A
Ternepb MPOCTH.

W Top npunsiics 3a eny.



Kaiipyc yumn ero He 3psa. Bo3MokHO, mocie Takoro OTBeTa Xo3siKa pasrHeBaerca. Ho
JFOOOTIBITCTBO, KOTOPOE OH BBI3OBET, OYIET €llle CUIIbHEE.

JeBymka pacrtepsiiach, CMYIIEHHO W3BMHWIACH U Hcye3na. Topy crano ee xaiab. bynem
HAZESIThCS, UTO XO3s1Ka HE CTaHET CPbIBATh Ha Hel Jocany. Ecinu oH cymeer y3HaTh TO, UTO XOYET,
TO HENPEMEHHO KYMUT y 3TOoM Oiime cerofsmHiol Houyb. [lo kpaiiHell Mepe, OoHa CMOXKET
BBICIIATHCS B YIOTHOM MOCTEIH.

Korpa Top cHOBa mocMoTpen Ha IUIONIAIKY, BEIMUYECTBEHHOM XO3SMKU TaMm yxe He ObLIO.
UYro 5k, BOBMOHO, OH HE YIYCTUJI CBOIO yAauy.

Kaxk u o6emana Cunus, peiba Obuia Bbilie BCIKUX moxBai. [lokonuns ¢ yxuHowm, Top 3akazan
KPYXKKY 3711 M CTal >KJaTh rocrnoxy OHpuHy. BpeMs oT BpeMeHHM K HEMY MOJXOAMIIU JIEBYILKH.
Beuep mepemien B Houb. Top BBICTYIIMBAN COOJIa3HUTEIBHBIE MPEIJIOKEHUSA, CTAPASICh CMITYUTH
OTKa3 BEKJIMBOCTHIO U BUHOM. OJTHAKO MOMBITKU YTO-HUOYb pa3y3HaTh 0 SHyce KBucte Tak HU K
yemy M He npuBend. OnHa U3 JEBYIIEK JaXKe 3aloJ03pujia HeJaJHOEe U yJalIujach, OCTaBUB Ha
cToJie HelonuThIi Ookai. J[a, kak Bce CKBepHO... Top yxe Hauan KOpuTh ceds, KOrjaa MnosBuiach
Diime.

—T'ocnioxa DOiipuHa crpaluBaeT, FOTOBbI JIM Bbl MOJHATHCA U BBIIUTH C HEW OOKall BUHA,
nouyTeHHbli [leTepcu.

— BOT y)xe HecKoJbKO 4acoB Kak rotoB, JiiMe. brarogapro tebs. Kak Hacuer nmoBecenuThes
4yTh NONO3%Ke?

B otBeT oHa TOJIBKO YNBIOHYIACH U KEeCTOM TpHuriacuia Topa cienoBaTh 3a HEil.

B komHare, Kyna oTBena ero Jiime, OblIO YIOTHO: KaMHH, I'/I€ BECEJIO TOpesl OTOHb, MyXJIbIe
Kpecia, My(QUKH U JMBaHbI, HA KOTOPbIE TaK M XOTEJIOCh IpucecTb. /[Be mimanepsl Ha CTeHaX
npusenu Topa B Boctopr. Cyas mo 60rarctBy Kpacok M TOHKOCTH paOOThl, 3TO ObLJIO TBOpEHUE
ay4mnx mactepoB Mnparapra. Het, 3T0 He cajoH Biajeauilbl 3aB€ACHUS B TPS3HOM TOPOJIUIIKE Ha
rpanuue KoponescrBa. 31ech 00UTaeT JKEHIIMHA C BEJIMKOJIEIIHBIM BKYCOM, KOTOpasi HE OJIUH T'OJ
MPO’KHJIA B CTOJIUIIE. XOPOIIO ObI pa3y3HaTh MOOOJbIIE 00 3TOM TOCmoke DUpHHE... Y CTPOUBIIUCH
B kpecie, Top noTsHysCs K U3SIIHOMY rpa@uHy, KOTOPBIA CTOSUI Ha COCEIHEM CTOJIMKE, U MJIECHYII
cebe B OOKaJl HEMHOTO BHHA.

OH naxe HE 3aMETWJI, KaK XO3sliiKa BBINUIA M3 MOTAHHOMW JBEpIbI M TOSBUIACH y HEro 3a
CITUHOM.

— TeOe xBaTuI0 HArJIOCTH 3aCTaBUTh MEHA K AaTh, TopkuH ['MHT!

Top Bckoums, €1Ba HE ONPOKUHYB Ha ce0si O0oKkai, 00epHYINCA... U 3aCThUI, XJIOMas IJIa3aMH.
Kpacku ObuiM CMBITBI, TSKEbIM OapXaT CMEHMJIA MsrKasl IMOJIyNpo3padyHas KHCEs, a BMECTE C
IJIaTheM HCYE3JIM M OTHEHHBIE JIOKOHBL. B0JIOCHI, KOTOpbIE pacchllaliCh MO OJEAHBIM ILIeYaM
XO03511IK1, ObUTH MPSIMBIMU, TYCTBIMU U UEPHBIMH, KaK BOPOHOBO KPBLIO.

— Hy, ckaxku uto-HUOYIH, — €€ pa3Oupan cMmex.

— DiipuH!

— Ona camas!

— TBOM... BOJIOCHI. ..

OHn yyBCcTBOBAJ CEOSI MOTHBIM HIUOTOM.

—3OT10 mapuk. Y MeHS HUX MOJHBIM-NOJHO, — OMpuH, Koponea Buna wu3 Xarrena,
paccmesiach MSTKUM, TPYJIHBIM CMEXOM, IepeceKkia KOMHATy U B3sula ero 3a pyku. — He sxenaenib
MOIIETIOBATh CTApOro apyra?

Top cmoTpen Ha Hee U He MoT oTopBaThes. [la, 3To Obua DifpuH. OHa cTana yyTh CTaplle. ..
HO 3TO BCE Ta K€ MpeJiecTHas JAEBYIKa, T0X0Xasi Ha UTPUCTOE BUHO. JleBylika, B KOTOPYIO OH Obl
HEIPEMEHHO BJIFOOUJICS. .. eclid Obl He Duucca.

Uepe3 Mur oHM 00a yKe CMESITUCH.

— Bo ums Cserta, 4T0 ThI [Ie1aelIb B 3TOM ropoje?

— 51 — Bmamenuna sToro 3aBeAeHHs, Top, — DipuH moTsaHynack K rpadguny. OHa Kaszamachk
HEMHOTO ys3BJIeHHO. — Tebe crnenoBano Obl MHOM rOpIUTHCS.

— oo in, mooxau! — oH mepexBaTuil ee pyKy. — S Tak ropj, 4ro mpocTo ciioB HeT. To
€CTb... KOTJa Thl PAJIOM, Y MEHS 3aXBaThIBACT IyX...



DHpHH TemIo ylbIOHYJIach U CHOBA paccMesiach. Takoil 3HaKOMBIi cMeX... Top HaKJIOHUIICS
U 1ouesnoBan ee B 1meky. OHM NMOCMOTpPENH JpYyr Ha JApyra U CHOBA IOIEJIOBAINCh, Ha ITOT pa3
[10-HACTOSIIIEMY.

— Ox, Top... 5 Bcerna Hajesach, 4YTO CHOBA MOIMPOOYI0, KAKOBBI TBOM I'yObl Ha BKYC.

Kpenko oOHsiB DiipuH, Top NOTIHYI €€ K JUBAHUUKY.

— 51 Xxouy Bce 3HaTh, — 00BABUI OH. — CauCh U paccKa3bIBail PO CBOIO JKU3Hb.

— HenpemeHHo, — B €€ rojioce MOCIbIIIAIOCh COMHEHUE, — HO CHayajga MHE HaJl0 KOe-uTo
YTOYHUTH.

— CrparuBail.

OH TOJIBKO YTO BCTPETHII cTaporo apyra. OH ObUI CYACTIIUB U CHSIL.

— 3auem TbI 371ech? W moyeMy paccopaiinBaenib aeByiiek npo Snyca Ksucra?

Top nouyBcTBOBAJI, KaK yJablOKa UcYe3aeT y Hero ¢ juua. Jla, BeCTH He JieKaTr Ha MecTe.

— IToTOMy 4TO MHE HY)KHO C HUM BCTPETHTHCSI.

— A oTKyaga Tl BOOOIIE MPO HETO 3HACHIb? — CIPOCHJIa DUPHUH, OIYCKasCh B KPECIO
HaTPOTHUB.

Bot Bium... Paccka3piBaTh Bce Kak €CTh — HENb34. KTO MOBEPUT, YTO OH MpHUJIETal CIoAa B
BHJIE COKOJIA, J1a €llle JEJIN 3TO TEJIO C €ro 3aKOHHBIM BJIa/IEbIeM?

— Ot oxHoro cBoero apyra. EMy kak-To pa3 goBenoch BcTpeTutbes ¢ KBucrom.

— [MonsiTHo. U Kak 30ByT Apyra?

— Cakcen. Cakcen ®oxc.

— 4 ero He 3Har0, Top.

— Tl 1 HE MOKelllb ero 3HaTh, DiipuH. OH KIyK. A OTKyza Thl 3Haemb Ksucra?

— 51 3HAIO TOCTOSTHHBIX KIMEHTOB. K ToMy ke OH U3 MECTHBIX.

— Tsl Bepuib emy 60b111€, YeM MHE?

— 51 aTOrO He roBOpUIIA, — OTO3BAJAch DUPHUH, MEIJIEHHO MOTITMBasi BUHO. — §| cKazaja, 4To
3Hato Snyca Ksucrta. OH He 1r00UT 4ykakoB... OCOOEHHO TeX, KTO CYyeT HOC B €ro Jiefa.

Top npuctanbHO MocMOTpeN el B ria3za. OHa CIUIIKOM cTapaTeiabHO BhIOMpaeT ciioBa. C uero
ObI 3T0?

— Jlagno, DuipuH. JlomycTuM, OH YKpaa OJHY Bellb, KOTOpasi MPUHAICKUT MHE. ITO MEHSET
neno?

DWpHUH paccMmesach.

—Ocnerin 1e0st CBer, Top, oH »xe 3TuM xuBer! OH Mopckod pa3z0oitHUK. Mopckue
pa300MHUKH TpadsT, a HarpabJIeHHOE MPOIAIOT.

Jlenno npuHUMaIo cepbe3HbIi 000pOT.

— Mosxert ObITh. Ho 3Ta Bems MHE o4eHb nopora. M st xody ee BepHYTb.

— Ecnm Te1 HuKOTHA He Buuen KBuCTa, OTKyna Thl 3Haellb, YTO MMEHHO OH YKpall TBOE
COKpOBHIIIE? — CIIPOCHIIa OHA, TOKauKBasi 0OKaJIOM M IS KyJa-TO B CTOPOHY.

— OnHo Bpems 3Ta Belllb XpaHuiach y CakceHa. SIHyc ornymuni ero u orpadui. A To, 4TO OH
YKpaJl, IPUHAJJIEkKAIO0 MHE.

Bueszanno Top noHsui, uto D¥prH 4yBCTBYET ce0sl oueHb HEeJOBKO. Jlaxe ceifuac 3Ta Mosioaast
KEHIIMHA Oblla BeJNMKOJenHa, HO... OH BUJEN, KaK OHa MOJHOCUT OoKad K rydam, HO Tak U HE
c/iernajia HU TJIOTKa.

— MoxeT ObITb, 1 MOTY IIPEIIOKUTh TeOE YTO-HUOYIb B3aMeH? DTO TeOsl yTemuT?

— OTa Belllb He3aMEeHUMa, — IIyX0 0To3Bajicsi Top u mocTaBuil CBOM OOKasl Ha CTOJ.

— Ho fluyc ee yxxe nmpojail, — OHa HoJlanach BIOEPE, U TEEeph OH YyBCTBOBAJI €€ JbIXaHUE. —
JlompIie 0AHOTO AHS OH Y ce0si A0OBIYY HE ACPIKHUT.

— IloTomy 51 ¥ XO4y KaKk MOKHO CKOPEE C HUM BCTPETHUTHCS... DUpHUH, a Te0e-TO UTO 3a JAEJ0
10 3T0T0 YenoBeka? OTKyaa Thl 0 HEM CTOJIBKO 3HACIIIH?

B komHare cTtano THXO, NMOTOM MOJIYaHHE CTAlIO0 HEJIOBKUM. ODWpUH MOJHSIA TIJa3a U
CIOKOWHO BCTpETUIIa B3IJIsi] CBOETO TOCTS.

— OH MoHi MyX.

Ororo Top He oxuaan. OnHAKO MPEk]e, YeM OH YCIeN XOTh YTO-TO CKa3aTh, DUPHH MOHsIIA



PYKY, CIIOBHO XOTeJla KOCHYThCS JIaJOHBIO €T0 I'y0.

— Ionoxu. S pacckaxy Tede, Kak »uja MOCJIe TOro, Kak Thl yexall u3 XaTTeHa, U Thl BCE
MOWMEIIb.

Ona cHOBa HamoJIHUJIA €ro O0KaJl — BUHO OBLIO MPEBOCXOIHBIM, FO’KHBIX COPTOB, — U €IIIE pa3
MIOBTOPMJIA CBOIO MPOCHOY: HUYETO HE TOBOPUTH, YCIIOKOUTHCS U MPOCTO ciiymatk. Y nepeoe, o uem
OH y3Hall — 3TO O TOM, KaK OHa 3JWjach U ropeBajia mocjie ero orbe3na. [lotomy 4To OH He
MOMPOILAJICS U HE CKa3all, Ky/a yeXal.

— DiipuH... — Top yke 3Haj, 4YTO BO3paKEHHsA OECIOJE3HbI, HO BCE JKE€ TOIMBITAICS
onpasnaThcs. — Thl ke cama 3amperuna cedst JToOUTh... Thl K€ cama rOBOpHJIA, YTO MbI OyJaem
TOJIBKO Jpy3biaMHU. [TomHMIIE?

— a.

B ee cnoBax cripllanuch rnevyaib U COXKaICHUE — WIH 3TO €MY TOJIBKO IOKa3aJI0Ch.

[Tocne ero orbe3ga DipUH MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO €€ KU3HB OIycTeNa. TeM HE MeHee OHa
octasiack y Mucc Baiiner. Ho Tyt ee )kM3Hbp M3MEHWIIACh K XyIeMy. MHCC BHE3AITHO CKOHYAJACh,
U 3aBe/IeHHE BhIKyNMIa Ooratas napa. Myx pacrnopspkaicst KyxHed, 6apoM U Aefan 3T0 U3 pyK BOH
wioxo. Ero sxeHa 3anumanach JleBylkamu U Jejiaja 3TO OTBPAaTUTENbHO. [leBylIKH HEHaBUAETU
HOBYIO X0351lKY, a KIINEHTOB CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE MEHbILIE U MEHBIILIE.

Topa oxBatuna mevasb. Mwucc Oblla HE MPOCTO YYASCHOW KEHIIMHOWM — OHa Oblia
UyscTByromiei.

— A kak TBOoM Opatbsi, Diipun?

— A, BOT TYT-TO M HauyMHAeTCsA camoe miaBHoe. [lymaro, Thl goraapiBaeuibcs, uro lletupy
OuYeHb He MoBe3Jo B xu3HU. [IpencraBp cebe: y Te0s ecTh cecTpa, OHa cTapiiias, I03TOMY €€ CJIOBO
pemaer Bce. M ThI HaunHaews ¢ Heil cnoputk. [IpocTto moromy, yTo Thl MyXunHa. OTKPOBEHHO
roBOpPS,, My)KCKOro B HeM ObU10 Mano. OH ObLT JUIsl MEHsI Kak Mulajmias cectpeHka. /[ymaro, oH
JOTabIBAJICS, U 3TO TOJBKO HOPTHIIO JIENO.

Top KuBHYIL

DHpHUH pacckaszania, 4To OJJUH MaTpoc *ecToko n3owmi Iletupa, motom Gpocui 0HOIY IPSIMO
Ha yJIMIIe, a caM CeJl Ha CBOM KopalJib — M MOMHUHAHN KaK 3BaJIH.

— XyKe BCEro TO, 4TO OH COTBOPUJI C €T0 JIMIIOM, — C 00JIbI0 JoOaBmia DiipuH. — Hukorna He
3a0ymy, kak ero 3Banu. Hopna Jxecniep. Korma-uuOynp Haliy ero u yOblo.

[leTup Tak 1 HE CMOT OIPABUTHCS OT ATOM MOTEPH U cOexan u3 XarreHa.

— OH Bcera 4yBCTBOBaJI ce0si HECUACTHBIM M O€33alIUTHBIM — Jia TaK OHO U ObLI0. HaBepHo,
3T0 Mos BuHA. [loka Obuta ’XHMBa MaMa, BCE 3B&JIM €r0 «COJHEUHBIM 3aWYUKOM»... — OUpHUH
nepenepHyna miedamu. — B oOmem, s oTnpaBuiiach ero mckarb. Haile 3aBefieHHe CTano MpocTo
OMEp3UTEIbHBIM, MEHSI OT HEro TOIIHMJIO, a CBOMX OpaTuilek s jJrobuna u aoomo. Kpome HuX, y
MeHsi HUKoro He Obuto. [lostomy s pemmna wHaiitu Iletupa. 1 agymana, 4yTo MBI HOCEIMMCS
rae-HuOyAb M HAayHEM KUTh I[0-HOBOMY. 3Haellb, s Jake coOupayiack OTHpaBUThCA B Tan u
OTbICKaTh TeOs. ['0BOPAT, ThI M0JIL30BAJICS OOJIBLINM YCIIEXOM IIPH JBOPE.

OHH ynbIOHYINCH — HOUTH OJJHOBPEMEHHO U 00a € COXKAICHUEM.

— Mue noHago0uI0Ch TpU MecsIla, npexae yeM s Hamia [letupa B Kapagyne. M ono3nana Ha
HECKOJIbKO 4acoB. OH yxe ymep.

DOlipuH 3amonyana. Top mpuBiiek ee K cede, OHa MpHXKajlach K €ro rpylud M crajga COBCEM
MAaJICHBKOM.

— Ero norybuna ctpakka, — A€BYIIKa cMaxHyJa cie3bl. — OH HUKOT'/Ia HE YMEI CKa3aTh «HET,
a aTa crepBa KcanTtus yoexaana ero KypuTh Bce OOJbIIe U OOJIbIIIe.

— Kcantusa? Takas yeproBosiocas? O4eHs xopoiia coooi?

— Hy, Hacuer «xopoiia co0oii»... s 6bl He cka3ana, Top. A Thl OTKy/a €€ 3Haellb?

— Mpu1 BecTpeuanucek B Ungarapre. Ona MHe 3a/10/0Kania.

— Jlymaro, He Tebe 0HOMY, — B T0JIOCE DUPHH 3ByUaja ropeyb.

— Pacckaxu, yto Obulo nanblie, — nomnpocus Top, HamOMHUB cebe MOTOBOPUTH ¢ DUPHH O
Kcantum.

— Y MeHs poCTO PyKH OIyCTUIUCh. IleTup ymep, Teno TONbKO-TOJIBKO OCThUIO. [leHer Her,



KUTh HErje, OJHOro OpaTra HaJIO0 XOPOHUTh, JAPYroro KOPMHUTh... I Haydugach TOJIBKO OJHOMY
pemecny. Tak mbl ¢ flHycom U mo3HakoMmIHCh. OH OBIJI MOWM TIEPBBIM KIHWEHTOM. 3HACIIb,
MOHAYaJy sl MPOCTO HE MOIJIa K HEMY NPUKOCHYThCA. OT 0OJHOrO BHUJA €ro (U3MOHOMUU C JIIPOit
BMECTO rja3a MeHsl MyTuiio. U on 310 nousut. M BMecTo T0oro, 4ToObl IIBBIPHYTh MEHSI HA KPOBaTh U
c/enaTh BCe, UTO I0JIaraeTcsi, OH CO MHOW pasroBapuBasl. OH HaHSI MEHS Ha 4ac, U BECh 3TOT 4ac
MBI IIPOTOBOPWIM. MHE KaKeTcs, Tbl €IWHCTBEHHBIM MYKYMHA, KOTOPBIM MOXET IPUUTH B
3aBe/IeHUE, HAHATh JEBYIIKY U [IPOCTO C HEM pa3roBapuBaTh... — OHA MOJyMaja O YeM-TO CBOEM U
ynblOHYynack. — Ha npyroii Beuep oH Mpuilies CHOBa, M CHOBA Ha 4ac, U Mbl CHOBa pa3roBapusanu. 1
Tak yeTblpe HouM nojpsia. Ilpasna, st roBopuiia 3a 1Boux. A OH mpocTo ciaymai. /lymato, cHauana
€My CTaJI0 MEHs Kallb, @ IOTOM OH MEHSI [TOJIFO0N .

— A 1B1? — cipocuit Top.

— Tax, xak TeOs — HeT.

Omna 3ameTunia, Kak OH yJMBJICH.

— Jla, s Hapymuna coOcTtBeHHOe oOemanue. C HUM Yy MEHS HUKOTJla He ObLIO Takoro, Kak ¢
to060oi. Ho s momrobuiia SIHyca 3a coctpaganue, a Terneps JO0IO0 32 €ro J00pOTy U 3a BCE XOpOoIIIee,
4TO OH JUIsl MeHs crienai. JIro0mro ero Bcem cepauemM. Eciu Obl ThI 3HAJ €ro Tak, Kak €ro 3Haro s, Thl
ObI MOHSJI: 3TO HACTOALIMH yenoBek. Jla, OH rpaburenb, U 3TO y HEro xopomo noiaydaerca. Ho Tel
3Haelllb, YTO J0OpPYI0 MOJIOBUHY CBOMX JIEHEI OH TpaTuT, nomoras jmoaMm? K 3amagy ot ropoaa
KUBET KpPECThSHCKasg CeMbsl. Y HHX Cropell BeCh ypoxkai, najga CKOTHHA, IOTOM YyMEp OTell
ceMeiicTBa, U BJI0OBa OCTajach C IIECThIO NeThbMH Ha Pykax. SIHyc 3a00TUTCSI O TOM, YTOOBI OHU HU B
4eM He HyXJaiuch. Y 3To ToJbKO 0JuH npuMep. Sl Mory nmpenocTaBuTh T€Oe LeNblii CIIUCOK TeX,
KTO >KMB TOJIBKO Oyiarosiapst ero ydacturo. B Tom uucie Bce, KTO 37€Ch HaXOUTCS.

Top mpoberxan manpLaMu Mo €€ BOJIOCaM.

— A KaK Tl OTHOCHIIIb K TOMY, YTO OH TOPTYeT pabammu?

CrpaHHO, 4TO OT €€ B3IJIf]1a Ha HEM HE 3aropesiach 0J1exk/1a.

— Slnyc KBUCT — €JMHCTBEHHBII U3 MOPCKUX pa300MHUKOB, KOTOPBIM HUKOI/Aa 0 TaKOro HE
omyckancsi. OH — eIMHCTBEHHBIN, KOMY XBaTae€T COBECTH HE TOPrOBaTh JHOAbMHU.

Bort Te pas...

— Y MEHS HET CJIOB, — YeCTHO npu3Haics Top.

DOHpHUH MaxHysa pyKOM.

— O, ¢ 1To60¥ 310 ciydaercd. I[lonumaro: SIHyc y TeOs 4TO-TO yKpaa, U Thl XOUE€UIb 3TO
BEpHYTh... Ho 3Haemib, MHE NpUIIUIOCH Obl 0YEHb HECIA/IKO, €CJIU Obl HE OH.

— 3Ha4yuT, Tenepb 3TO TBOE COOCTBEHHOE 3aBe/IeHUE?

— Jla. SIHyc BBIKYNWJI €ro M Mojapui MHE, — OHa paccMmesuiack. — Buzen Obl Thl, Kakue Juia
ObUIM y JEBYIIEK, KOTJa OHM yBHJIENH HOBYIO xo3siky! Ho s mMHOromy nayumnace y Mucc... u
MpekJe BCEro — 3a00TUTHCSA O JIIOJAX, OT KOTOPBIX 3aBUCHUT TBOHM noxoa. Bce mou neBouku
MIPEKPACHO MUTAIOTCS, XOPOLIO OJETHI, UM HUYTO HE YIpOKaeT. Y MHOTUX €CThb CEMbH, U 5 CIEKY,
yTOOBl OHM ObIBaJM J0oMa. Sl XOpomo MM IUlady, a OHHU JENAaloT Bce, YTOObl MOE 3aBEJCHHE
npougeTasno. 3Haeub, Top, MHE Ha CaMOM JIeJie HpaBUTCS TakKasi KHU3Hb.

— A TBI BCe ele. ..

—Yro? — Hy...

— «CIu10 ¢ My>KYMHaMHU 3a JIEHBI'W» — Thl 3TO XOUelllb CKa3aTh?

Top nokpacHen U KUBHYII.

— beiBaer. Eciin kimmeHT Xopomn co0oi... — oHa ynbiOHynack. — Ho Takoe ciydaercsi oueHb
peaKo.

Top npouncTui ropo.

— A KBuct? OH He poTUB?

— Jla uto ThI. S xe roBopuia tebe: SHyc — yauBUTENbHBIN 4enoBeK. OH JKEHUJICS Ha MHE,
4yTOOBI 5 CTajla 3aKOHHOM >KUTEIbHUIIEH ropoaa. Ero ums — nyumias 3amura. Jlrogu yBakarT ero
U... HeMHoro noGauBatorcsa. Korja oH JomMa — Halo cka3aTh, TAKOE CIIy4aeTcsl HEYacTo — S €ro
KeHa, a OH Mol Myx. Ho most *u3Hb — 3TO MOs ku3Hb. OH He Je3eT B Mou jnena. Bcee, 4ro s
3apaboTaia, — Moe.



Top nokayasn rojaoBoOM.

— A kak ManeHbkuil mryrunika JIokku?

— IIpocto uynecHo, Top. EMy TpuHaauaTh — MOKHO CKa3aTbh, IOYTH B3pOCIbIi MyxunHa. OH
KUBET 371echb. JleBouku ero o00’KaroT, Kak Thl MOXKEIIb J0rajlaThCsi, a OH HaJ HUMH MOCTOSHHO
noauryynBaeT. S 3apabaTbiBa0 JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI HAHMMATD JUISl HETO YYUTENEH... KCTAaTH, BCE
HaIllM JIEBOYKM HAYYMJIUCh YUTATh U mucath. Jlymaro, 310 oueHb BaxHo. Hukorna He 3a0yay, Kak
Kanutad MaprojiauH Hay4usl MEHs TpamoTe... — DUpUH B30XHYaa. — B o0mem, JIokku cyacTiauB u
cobOupaerca cinyxuth B «lllure», xorma moapacter. MHOraa MHE KaXeTcs, YTO OH CIHUIIKOM
XOpOIIO cOOOpa)KkaeT, M 3TO HE BCera UAET €My Ha HOJIb3Y.

— OH u B BoceMb HETI0X0 cooOpakain! Oba paccMesiuch.

— Tak uTo TBI coOupaenibes aenarb, Top? S umero B BUAy. .. HacyeT SHyca...

Top nepenepHy mjaedaMu — B TOYHOCTH KaK OHa.

— I cobuparock ero HailTu. MoKeT, MOMO>KEIIIb?

— A 49TO 3TO 3a COKPOBHIIIE, KOTOPOE OH Yy TeOst ykpaiu?

— OH yKkpaJl MOIO IITHULLY.

DOHpHUH HEIOBEPUYUBO ITOCMOTpEIIA HA HETO.

— MBI ¢ 3TUM COKOJIOM OY€Hb MHOTOE NEPEKUIN BMecTe, — 00bsicHu Top. — SIHyc ykpan ero
y moero npyra CakceHa, ¥ cKa3al, 4To MpoJacT ero Ha UykecTpaHHBIX OCTPOBaX, € TaKUE MTULIbI
B LICHE.

— Bepno. Tam Ha cokos0B 00mbII0# cripoc. MokeT ObITh, 51 Haiimy TebOe APYroro, a Thl €To
o0yuunib?

— Het. Mue nyxen Kiyr. [Ipoctu, Diipun, Ho 310 Mol Apyr. KisiHych, S HE IPUYHHIO TBOEMY
MY)KY HUKaKOTO Bpeja, KOrja Haity ero.

— He npuuunuims emy Bpena? — DWpUH 3ampoKuHYJa TOJIOBY U pacxoxoranach. — Jlydire
mo3aboTtecs 0 cede, Top. Tebe ¢ HUM HE crpaBUTHCS — Ja U HE TONbKO Tebe. OH OIWH CTOUT
necsirepeix. Hy, Moxxer, He necsaTepsiX, HO... Sl cama Bujena, Kak OH TOJIbIMU PyKaMu pa3fiesiajics C
LIECThIO TOJIOBOPE3AMH.

— Hukakux apak He Oyzaer, — cmokoiHo npousHec Top. — [loBTopsro: s He xenaro emy 3ma. S
IIPOCTO XOUYy BEPHYTh TO, YTO MPUHAJICKUT MHE.

— A ecim y HEro y)ke HeT TBO€i OEeClIEHHOW MTHUIIbI?

— 3HauuT, SIHyC MOMOXET MHE €€ HAUTH.

— 3naemb, Top, B TBOCH Harjioil caMOHAACSIHHOCTH €CTh YTO-TO OYapoBaTelbHOE. Thl OUYEHb
n3MeHucs. Thl y)ke He TOT 3aCTEHYUBBIN MaJIbUHMK, KOTOPOTO 51 KOTJa-TO MOCBATUIA B MY>KUUHBI.

Top ynbIGHYICS.

— MHe npunuioch U3MEHUThCS, DUpUH. A BOT Thl Bce Ta k€. Bce Takas e kpacuBas U Bce
TaK K€ peKelllb MpaBy B IJiasa.

Jlecth mpumIack KO I1BOPY.

— Tak Tl MHE TTOMOKETITb?

— Kak? — oHa HeIoyMEeHHO OCMOTpEa Ha HEro.

— Ckaxxu MHe, KyJia MOT OTIIpaBUThCS SIHYC, U TIOMOTH CECTh Ha KOpabib, KOTOPHIN IUIBIBET
Tyza xKe.

DiipuH 3agyManack. MeIjIeHHO TOTATHBAs BUHO, OHA CMOTpEJIa Ha OrOHb. TOp HE TOPOMIII
ee. Ceifuac eil Ha/l0 pennTh, KaKk HE MPeIaTh MyXka, HO IOMOYb JIIOOOBHUKY.

— OH cobupancs Ha BoppoHuH, — mpon3HeCIa OHA HAKOHEIl. — JT0 oJ1uH 13 UyxkecTpaHHBIX
OCTpOBOB. A 0TTyzAa otnpasurcs B Kumpec.

— JlaBHO OH OTIUIBLI?

— Tpu nHA Ha3ax.

— W kak gonro tyna qobupatscs?

— Ecnu Ha ObicTpoM KopabJie npu NOMyTHOM BeTpe, To K BocbMmepuky ycneere.

Top KuBHyIL

— A y 1e0s1 He HalJeTCsl 3HAKOMOI0, Y KOTOPOTO €CTh ObICTPhI KOpabib U KOTOPHIN ceifyac
CTOUT B IOPTY? — ¢ HaAexk 10 cripocuit Top.



— Ectp. Yepnas Pyxa, nHanpumep. Mep3kuii denoBedek. Hactonpko Mep3kuii, 4ro H
[IPEICTaBUTh HEBO3MOKHO.

— 5 puckny, Oiipun. Kak mHe nonacts Ha 60pT?

— C moeii momo1pio. Bo-nepBrIX, OH TOJKEH MHE JCHET, BO-BTOPBIX. ..

— ... OH He 3ax04eT ccoputhbes ¢ SAnycom KBucrom, npaBuibHO?

DUpHuH paccMmesach.

— I'ne-to Tak. Ecnu He ommbaroch, OH OTIUIBIBAET 3aBTpa. S MoayMaro, 4TO MOYKHO CIIENaTh. ..
Kcratu, xakue y Te0st miiansl Ha 3Ty Houb? Tl yXKe CHsUI KOMHATy?

OH 3amMeTuI1 MoJaBICHHBIN 3€BOK H MOLIETIOBAN € PYKY.

— B «AAxope».

DUPHH MOMOPIIUIACE.

— Jla-na, 3Hat0, YTO ThI XOYelllb cKa3aTh, — Top ¢bipkHyI. — Knonosuuk. Ho m1s Moux neneit
KaK pa3 TO, 4TO HaJlO. | TaBHOE, 4TO €CTh KpHhIIIa HAJl TOJIOBOM.

— Ilouemy 6bI T€OE HE nepecenuThes croaa?

Top nmokaydasn rojaoBoi U BCTAIL

— Her, He CTOUT CIMIIKOM YacTO MOJIB30BATHCS CTapou ApyxkOoi. Cmacmbo u 3a TO, 4YTO
C/IeTaelllb JUIsl MEHsI 3aBTpa.

— Cuurail 3T0 OueHb HacTosTeNbHOU mpochOoii, Top. I He Mory AomycTUTh, YTOOBI 3TOT
CTaphlil mpoiijioxa, KOTOpbI ceiuac Biazeer «SIkopem», apai ¢ Teds NeHbI'd. B Takyio KOHypy
XOPOILIUH X0341H cO0aKy HE MMOCENUT. S He 1Iy4yy: ocTaBaics 3/1eCh. Y HAC MOJHO KOMHAT.

Omna 3aMeTuIIa B €ro B3IJISA€ HEPEIIUTENbHOCTD.

— Moxet, Tebe KTO-TO M3 JIeByLIeK NpUrisHyics? MHe moka3anoch, Thl MOJOXKWI TJla3 Ha
Oiime. [IpoBenu cBOIO MOCIEAHIO HOYb HA TBEPAOW 3eMJie Kak ciieayer. S ciplmana, Tl A0 CHUX
[Op HHUTAelb CIAa00CTh K KEHIIMHAM, — OHa HEBHUHHO OTBEJa IJla3a W BCTaja, YTOObl MOMeENIaTh
YIJIA KOYEPTOH.

— WUnTepecHo, oTkyna Takue ciayxu, Jiipul. Kaxercs, Tbl 1aBHO He ObIBaia B CTOJIUIE?

— O, s npuctajibHO cienuia 3a TBouMu ycrnexamu. Iloxoxe, Mucc cobupasia Bce HOBOCTH,
KOTOpBIE Kacaluch TeOs, M Bceraa Oblla paga co MHOM mojaenuThes. Jlymaro, y Bac ecTh oOmui
APYT.

Top KUBHYI U 3aIlyCTUJI TTAJIBLIBI B CBOIO LLIEBEIIOPY.

— «bbu1», — monpaBui OH. DUPUH (DBIPKHYIIA.

— 3Haellb, 3Ta NPUBbIYKA y TEOS COXpAaHMIIACH €LIe C TeX CaMbIX MOpP. Thl MPUYECHIBACIIBCS
IIATEPHEN, KOI1a CMYIIAeIIbCsl.

— W gacro s 310 menan, moka MbI ¢ ToOoMH O0oiTaecm?

— YacTo, yacto. A uyto ciyuuinock, Top? IlpumepHo 3a nenb 10 cMepT Mucc pacckasbiBaia,
Oyaro Tel otnpaBuics B Mnparapt... ¢ KakuM-TO BaXXHbIM HopyuyeHHeM kopouist. Toraa s gaxe He
MIpPE/ICTaBIsIIA, I/1€ 9TO HAXOAUTCS.

— Ha, s Tyna e3qmi, — Top B310XHYJ, BCIIOMHHAS TOT MHT, KOT/1a CHOBa yBuen B KapemoOote
CBOIO MpeKpacHyto Dnuccy. — U monro He Bo3Bparmaiics B Tai.

—U... — ero 3axymMunBOCTh Oy/uiia JIFOOOMBITCTBO, OAHAKO DHUPUH 3aMETHIIA B Ia3ax CBOETO
ObIBILIETO JIFOOOBHUKA [1€Yallb.

— OT0 noJrast uctopus, DUPHH.

— Mosker, moBegaeb ee Mae?

['onoc M0J10101 JKEHIIUMHBI CTaJl MATY€e: OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA €ro 00JIb.

— A BpeMeHHU XBaTUT?

— VY Hac Bcs HOYb Briepeau. [lenaTte MHE BCe paBHO HEUEro... K TOMY K€ MOsI IOCTEJb — caMast
MArKas BO BCEM 3aBeJieHHH. .. M o6elato, oHa He CIIOMAeTCsl.

Top pacrepsiicsi. OH ObUI TOTOB TIOCMESTHCA HAJ ATOM HIYTKOW — DUpHH HameKajia Ha
IIPOMCUIECTBUE, KOTOPOE UMEJIO MECTO BO BPEMsI UX IIEPBON U MOCIIEIHEN HOUH. .. HO IIPEUIOKEHHE
€ro OLIEIOMUJIO.

— He yBepeH, 4TO y MEHs XBaTUT JEHEI Ha ILEIYH0 HOYb CO 3HAMEHUTOM TOCIOXKOU
DWUPHUHOMN, — OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK pyKa cama TSAHETCS K BOJOcaM, U OJepHYJI ceOsl.



['1a3a 3HaMEHUTOM TOCTIOKK DUPUHBI JTYKaBO OJIECHYIIH.
— O, Bce 3a cuer 3aBeAeHus, Top... B mamsaTe o npomimom.

Onu mr00WIHM Opyr JIpyra CTPACTHO M JIOJIT0. DTO OBIJIO MCTUHHOE HACIIAXKIECHUE — 3aHOBO
y3HaBaTh JAPYr Jpyra ¢ NOMOIIbIO morenyeB U jack. Hakonen, Top B M3BHEMOXXEHMM PYyXHYJ Ha
OTPOMHBIE IyXOBbI€ MOAYIIKH. YIOTHO YTHE3IMBIIHUCH B OOBATHAX OUPHH, OH €IIe pa3 C
BOCXMILEHUEM OTMETUJI, Kakas HEeXHas y Hee Koka. BrepBble 3a MHOro JIET OH IpHKacajici K
4eMy-TO CTOJb uynecHoMY. OH y)ke HaunmHail 3a0bIBaTh, KaK 3TO COIPEBAET YUy — IPOBECTU HOYb
C JKEHILIHON, KOTOpas Te0sl O-HACTOSIEMY JIFOOUT.

— Tsl Takas kpacusasi, ipuH... — npouentan oH. — Crnacu0o.

Ona u B camoM Jeiie JroOuiia ero Bce 3T rojael. M Bcerga Hajesnach, YTO OJHAXAbl OH
BEPHETCS B €€ JKU3Hb. .. WM XOTs OblI B ee 00bsATHs. 1 BOT OH 371ech. OH HalOpaJics OmbITa, OH 3HAET,
KaK JIOCTaBUTb >KECHILIUHE YJOBOJIbCTBUE — HO 3TO BCE €LI€ TOT MOTEPSHHBIA MaJbYUK, KOTOPOTO
OHa CTOJIbKO JIeT Ha3aj BeiOpana Koposem Mops. UTo ¢ HUM CIIydHIIOCh, YTO OCTABHIIO B €T0 AYIIIE
TaKkue paHbl?

Top nackan ee rpyap. HeoxuganHo DiipuH NOHSUIIA, YTO OH Pa3roBapUBaET C €€ HAOyXITUMH
COCKaMU, 0OBSCHSSI, KAK OHU €My HPaBsSITCS, U (PBIpKHYIIA.

— IIpuaTHO cibllIaTh, KaK Thl CMEELIbCSI, — IPOTOBOPUI OH, MOJHUMAS IJ1a3a.

— Ceituac Mosl ouepellb UTO-HUOYAb ycibllaTh. Sl 4yBCTBYIO, TeO€ €CTh YTO pacckaszarb. U
€CJIU 5 3TO HE YCIbIITY, TO COMY C yMa, — OHa 3aIlyCTHJIa MaJlbLbl B €r0 I'yCThl€ TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI U C
CWJION NpUTsAHYyJa ero K cede, CIOBHO Xeyas MouenoBaTb. Top yHbUIO YyiblOHYsCs. CrapuHa
Kaiipyc npas. OH onpeieIeHHO 3HaJ KEHIIHH.

— OTO HE CIIMIIKOM Becesasi UCTOpHsl, DUpHH, — Mpeaynpeau1 oH. — boroch, cMesaTbes Oyner
HE HaJ YeM.

— Bce paBHO. fIxo4y ycaplIaTh TBOK I'PYCTHYIO IIOBECTb.

N on pacckazan eir Bce. Korna nepBble CONHEYHBIE JIydd 3aCUsJIM HAJl TOPU30HTOM, OHH
KpenKko OOHUMAaJH JPYyT APyra, CJIOBHO OOSICh BBITYCTUTh... U BMECTE IJIaKaJIu.

NnhaBa 11
Ha 6opTy «OcbI»

OlipuH, Kak Bcerja, Obuia Ha BbicoTe. Paccka3 Topa mpuBen ee B CMSITEHHE — 4YTO
HEYJIUBUTEIbHO, — U OHA MOKJISIACh, YTO HUKOTJa HUKOMY HE PacCKakeT O TOM, YTO yCIblllajia.
OCTBIB OT HOBOW depenbl HEKHBIX M HETOPOIUIMBBIX JacK, DWUPHH OTIpaBUIach Ha TMOWUCKH
kanutaHa «Ocb». Kakum o6pasom Oiipun noroBapuBaiiack ¢ Uepnoit Pykoii, Top He 3Han, HO B
MOJIJIeHb Y)ke 0OHMMan ee Ha npuyane. «Oca» oTiuibiBaia K O0eperam UyxecTpaHHBIX OCTPOBOB, U
DlipuH aoroBopuiiach, 4rodsl Topy MpenocTaBuwiIM KaloTy Ha OOpTYy — HEOOJIbLIYI0, HO BIIOJIHE
VIOTHYIO.

— Kak MHe otOmaromaputs 1e€bs1, Ditpun? — cripocwit oH. Kakas dynecHass A€ByIIKaA... U Kak
’KaJlb, YTO C HEW MPUXOJUTCS TaK CKOPO pacCTaBaThCsl.

— IIpocto Oeperu ce6si. Bo3ppamaiicst u Haiiau cBoro Dauccy. Bbl 1oymkHbI ObITH BMecCTE. Bl
3TO 3aCITYKUIH.

Omna 6bu1a TIeyanbHa, 1 TOP MOMBITANICS €€ Pa3BECEIHTh.

— AX... Sl myman, TBI HaJleembCsl, YTO ST BEPHYChH LEJIBIM U HEBPEAUMBIM B TBOM OOBATHS, — OH
1300pa3uil caMyro 04apOBaTENIbHYIO YIBIOKY.

—TBoe cepale ¢ camoro Havajga npuHaiexano ei. M... — DipuH ycTpeMuia TMOTHBINA
CKOpOM B3TJISi7] HA HOCKM CBOMX TY(QeNeK, — ... MOJI03PEBal, OHO Bceraa OyneT MPUHAIeKATh i
OJIHOM.

B stor mMur k HUM mogbexan matpoc ¢ «OcChkl» — COBCEM MOJIOJIOW MapHUIIKA, HO, CYJIs IO
ero oOBETPEHHOMY JIUILY, YK€ YCIIEBIIUHN MOIJIaBaTh 10 MOPSM.

— KanuTany He TepnuTcs BBIATH B MOpE, MOYTEHHbIN. Bam nopa nogHumartbces Ha 60PT.

W, He noxunascy 0TBETa, HOMYaJIcs 00paTHO.



— Iloxanyiicra. Diipun, — B3mosuics Top. — He rpyctu. S He Mory octaBiaTh TeOd B TaKOM
rope.

— He Bonnyiics, — oHa uepe3 cuiy yibiOHynack. — [Iponuias Houb Oblia 6ecionobHa. Apana.

—D-3... TBl HE CTaHEIIb PACCKa3bIBATh PO HEE CBOEMY MYXY? — OH cJellall BHJ, YTO HE Ha
IyTKY 00€CrIOKOeH, U DUPHUH yIbIOHYIach, HA 3TOT pa3 OT JIYIIIH.

— IIpocto eme oqun kineHt, Top. HukoMmy 1 B rojioBy He nmpueT, 4To 3To He Tak. Kcraru, s
MpUTOTOBMIIA TeOE erre oanH noaapok. OH ket Tedst Ha 60pTYy.

Top HEZOYMEHHO MOCMOTpPEN HAa Hee, HO BPEMEHM Ha Pacclpochl YK€ He ocTaBajioch. Ha
najxyoe rpOMKO 3acCBUCTENl OOLIMAaH — 3TO ObLI CUTHaN K OTIUIBITUIO. BhICTpo mouenoBaB DHpHH B
ryosl, Top moxain el pyky U nodesxas BBEpX IO CXOTHSM.

Uepnass Pyka momy4ymsi CBOE€ CTpaHHOE TMPO3BUINE Ojarojgapsi TUPJSHIEC BBICYIIEHHBIX
YeJI0BEYECKUX KUCTEH, KoTopas OoiTanach Ha I1aBHOW maure ero kopabms. Mx OblIo COpoK Tpu —
TaKyl0 LEHY IUIaTWIM KallUTaHy MYKYMHBl M JKEHIIMHBI, KOTJAa OH CYUTAJl HAHECEHHOE eMY
ockopOsieHue noctatoyHo TsoKkuM. Kammran c¢ roppocteio mokaszan Topy cBou Tpodeu. On
MIOMHMWJI BCEX CBOMX JAHHUKOB IO MMEHaM U MOT MOAPOOHO pacckas3aTb, 3a KaKHE MPECTYIUICHUS
HECYACTHBIM JIMIIWICA CTOJIb LIEHHOM YacTu cBoero Tena. MIMeHH caMoro KamuTaHa yXe JaBHO
HUKTO He nmoMHuMII. JKyTKasi KJIMYKa JI0JKHA Oblila HalIOMUHATh TEM, KTO IJIaBaJl ¢ HUM IOJT OJJHUM
¢1arom — a B EPBYIO TOJIOBY TEM, KTO C HUM HE IUIaBaJl, — YTO C KAITUTAHOM CIIEAYET CUUTATHCSI.

Bbyayun mnoutu onmHoro pocra ¢ Topom u B JBa pa3a IIMpe B IIeYax, OH IPOU3BOIMUII
HEeU3IJaluMoe BIleYaTJIeHne Oyarojaps rpoMKOMY TOJIOCY U KEJIThIM 3y0aM, KOTOpbI€ HEMOHSATHO
KaK Jiep’Kaluch B KpoBoTowaliux JecHax. K aromy cienoBano A00aBUTH 3amax M30 pTa — Jaxe
MaTpoChl, pa3roBapuBas CO CBOMM KallUTaHOM, CTapajuCh AEPXKaTbCsl OT HErO C IMOJBETPEHHOU
ctoponbl. YepHas Pyka 3Han o0 3TOM M HE YIycKal ciydas JOCTaBUTb IPOBHHHUBIIEMYCS
HECKOJIbKO HEMpPUATHBIX MUHYT. K ero HemanoMmy yAWBIEHHUIO «TOCThb» — TaK KallMTaH MUMEHOBAJ
Topa — cTos1 OT HEro Ha pacCTOSIHUU I1ara U Aaxke He Mopiuuics. Top He cTtan 0ObSICHATD, YTO JUIs
3TOTO MPUILIIOCH MPUOETHYTh K BOIILIEOCTBY.

OH ezBa ycrnen BONTH B KalOTY, KOT'/Ia B IBEpPh 3arjisiHy/l NapHUILIKA, KOTOPBIM OMOBECTHII €r0
00 OTIUTBITHH.

— KanuTtan Hazeercs, 4TO CEroJHs Bbl C HUM MOY)KHHAETE, MMOYTEHHBIN, — BBINAIWI OH U
ucyes.

«Kakoe cuactbe, HE MOTY J0XKJAaTbCs», — nogyman Top, MpeAcTaBiiss, KaK KalmuTaH CUAUT
HaIpPOTUB U yJlblOaeTcs, O3B0 FOCTIO JIFOOOBATHCSI CBOUMHU KOIIMAPHBIMU 3yOaMH.

OH ornsaen nymHyro KaroTy. MHTepecHo, 4To 3a mojaapok mnpurortoBmiia Oipul. Ilocrie
BCEro, 4TO OHA YyXe€ JUIsl Hero cjaenana... Ero moBecTh SIBHO 00€CIOKOMIIA MPEKPACHYIO XO3SIMKY
3aBe/IeHUs, U yTPOM OHHU OoJbllle MoJYalId, 4eM pasroBapuBanu. Koneuno, DilpuH mnosepuia
Ka)KJIOMY €ro CIIOBY; JpYroe JIeJo, YTo BO BpeMs pacckaza Topy IpUILIOCH COOMI0aTh U3BECTHYIO
OCTOPO’KHOCTb. DHWPHWH Jydllle HE 3HaTh, YTO OH YyBCTBYIOIIWH; B HUTOT€ BCE, UTO KacajaoCh
BOJIILIEOCTBA, MPUILIOCH OMYCTUTh. [Ipo Ka3Hb JieByIIKe TOXKE€ HUYEro He ObUIo M3BecTHO: Mucc
BaiineTr — enuHCTBEHHAs!, KTO CHa0»asl €€ HOBOCTSIMH M3 CTOJIMIIBL, — K TOMY BPEMEHHU YK€ yMepJia.
K cuactbio 15 Topa, BecTh 0 Ka3HU 3HAMEHUTOTO JieKapsl Tak U He Jocturia ceepa KoposescTsa.

Jist DiipuH 3TO OBLIA TIEYalIbHAsI WCTOPHS O MPEKPACHOM IOHOIIE U €ro BO3JTIOO0JICHHOM,
MOTEPSHHOM, BHOBb OOPETEHHOMN... U MOJ KOHEIl )KECTOKO BbIPBAaHHOM U3 ero oowpaATuil. Takoe He
MOTJIO HE TPOHYTh €€ IBUIKYIO AyIly, U cioBa Topa mbsSHWIN ee, Kak ciaakoe BuHO. KoHeuHo,
BbIJABaTh MOJIYIPABIy 3a IpaBay ObUIO HEMPUSITHO. .. HO HHOT/AA JUIS MOJIb3bI JIeNa Jy4Ille O YEM-TO
[IPOMOJTYATh.

OH yxe ToHsJI, YTO DWPHUH KUBET TOYHO B KOKOHE. Mopckue pa300MHUKH BO3BPAIIATIUCH
JIOMOM He ¢ 100bIYeil, a ¢ JeHbI'aMu — BCE CIIEJIKH 3aKJII0YaIiCh IpsiMO B Mope. [lenbru ocenanu B
JaBOYKaX, IOJ TMpUIaBKaMU TPAKTUPOB U TMOCTOSIIBIX JOMOB. OKpYXEHHBIH IUI0J0POIHBIMU
namHsamu, Kapagyn oOecniednBan cebs BceM HEOOXOAMMBIM U HE HYXKJAJICA B TOBapax U3 APYrux
obnacreir Koponesctsa. JIro6onbITHO, 0ueHb Mr0bonbITHO. [IpaBna, kak ckazana DUpHH, HE YellH,
ecin He ueuiercs. Top He cpa3y MOHSUI, K YEMY OHa 3TO TOBOPUT, HO MOTOM cooOpaszui. Taiy,



MOX0Xe, KyJa yaoOHee HaOmomaTh 3a pa300MHUYBUM TOPOJKOM CO CTOpoHBI. KapamayH okazancs
4YeM-TO BpOJie KpOILEYHOI'0 rocyAapcTBa B rocynapctse. Ero >kurenu Ha Or HE CTPEMUIIUCH U
Hacax/aTh TaM CBOU NOPSAAKM He cobupanuch... I B camoMm jene, 3aueM d4ecaTtb TO, YTO HeE
Yelercs, TeM 0oJiee UTO TSHYThCS PUIETCS OYEHb JJAJIEeKO?

— A pabw1? — cripocmit Top. — OTkyna ux 6epyt?

DpHUH noxaia riedyamMu.

— He orcrona u Bpsg yim u3 TaminHopa. Yarie Bcero ux BbIBO3SIT C OCTPOBKOB Ha IOro-3amaje.
Hackonbko s 3Haw, ¢ OJHOTO OCTPOBKAa Ha JAPYrod MOKHO J0OpaThCsi Ha IJIOCKOJOHKE. SHyC
rOBOPHJI, YTO TaMOILIHUE OOUTATENIN TaK U JIeNal0T — OHU HE JIF0OAT CUAETh Ha MecTe. DTHU JIIOAU HE
CJIaBSITCSI HU CMEJIOCThIO, HU JKECTOKOCTBIO, IOATOMY UX JIOBAT 6€3 0co00ro Tpya.

Pasmbimuienns Topa npepBan CTyk B IBEPb.

— Bxoaute! — KpUKHYJI OH M IOBEPHYJICS K J1BepH, [lapeHb, KOTOpBIi NMOsSBUIICS B KatOTe, ObLI
JUIMHHOHOTUM M XYJIOILIaBbIM, HO HE CJIUIIKOM pociibiM. [10 Bceil BUAMMOCTH, OH HEJTABHO BCTPETUIT
CBOE TPHUHAJATOE JIETO, a TYCThle YEpHbIE BOJIOCHI SI3bIK HE MOBOpPAUYMBAJICS Ha3BaTh MHAYe, Kak
KOITHOH.

— Y3Haemb? — ynplOKa y Hero Obljia oT yxa JI0 yxa.

Top ecmyTuics.

—He y3Hatw, — oTBeTMN OH, Korja oOpen nap peuu. M3ympynHble I1a3a 3auCKpUIIHChH
JyKaBCTBOM.

— Iloxap Ha kopaOie... 3aBeICHHE B MIOPTY... TPH JIbIOKA H...

— Jlokku! — Bockiiuknyn Top. — Ocnenu te6st CBeT, ApyKHUIlle, KaK Thl U3MEHMICA !

— Xopori, BEpHO?

Koe B yem mnaamuii 6patuiika DHUpUH COBEPIIEHHO HE U3MEHMIICS.

— U uyno kxak ckpomen,— no6asun Top, moxkumas Mainb4uuKy pykKy.— Pan T1e0s BuaeTs,
Jlokku. D¥ipuH cTONBKO 0 TeOe pacckas3bIBaja. ..

Jlokku pasiocTHO OCKIIaOMIICA.

— CTpaHHO, KaK OHa BpeMsl Hallljla, — 3aMETHJI OH, BCKUHYB OpOBH.

Top 3a0bln, 4TO emie BOCBMHU JIET OT poay JIOKKM Has3biBajl BEIM CBOMMHM HMMEHamMu. B
TPUHA/ILATH OH MO-IIPEXKHEMY HE JI€3 3a CJIOBOM B KapMaH, U €ro OCTPBIH SA3bIK POC BMECTE C HUM.
Onnako y Topa Ob1710 HEMHOTO OOJIBIIIE OTIBITA.

— ['oBOpHUTH Takue BEIIM O CecTpe — MOJ10, HU3KO U HepocToiHo. ViMell B Buay: yeM Obl OHA
HU 3apalaThiBalia, Ha 3TU JACHBIU Thl YUHULILCS U MOJIyYaellb HIAHC XOTb YEro-TO JOOUTHCS B 3TOM
AKU3HU.

Jloxku ['mnbut neuacto Tepsin gap peun. Ho ceitwac ato mpowmsomno. Oxnako Top emie He
3akoHuYMI. OH caM He 03KMJIall, YTO TaK pa3oiiercs.

— 51 He TOBOPIO O TOM, YTO 3TO YAWBHUTEIbHAS JKEHIIMHA. YMa U BKyca y Hee OOJIbllIe, YeM y
BCEX JIEeBYIIEK U3 3aBefeHuil TammHopa, BMecTe B3sATHIX. Tak uto Oynp 100p, OTHOCUCH K HEH ¢
yBaxkeHueM, Jlokku. OHa 3T0 3acimyxuia.

OH yxe 3aMeTwi, YTO 3aJesl Majb4MIIKy 3a >kuBoe. IlapeHp mpocro xoren OJIECHYTh
octpoymueM. ClOKHOCTb cOcTosia B ToM, 4To y Topa He Obuio HacTpoeHus ais wmytok. Ilocie
BCTpeUd C OUPHUH OH CJIOBHO BCIIOMHHJI, CKOJIbKO HACJIaXICHHUSI MOXKET JOCTAaBUTh >KCHILUHA.
TenecHsie ymoBOJABCTBHS — 3TO caMO coOoil. Ho ecim He cuurtarth Tex OE3MSITEKHBIX THEH,
npoBeneHHbIX B Cepaue JlecoB, korna oHM ¢ DIHMCCOM TOJIBKO YTO IMOKEHUJIMCh U TOJHOCTBHIO
PacTBOPUIIMCH JIPYT B APYre U JIOOBHU... ObLIO JIU B €r0 XKU3HU XOTh HECKOJIBKO JHEH, KOrjja OH MOT
TaK HaclaauThes Apyxk00#? He Toit npyx00i, koTopas cBsizbiBana ero ¢ Kiryrom — npu Tom, 4T0
OHM Jlenuiu ofHO Teno. CKumaTb B OOBATHIX KEHIIUHY, CIBIIATH €€ MBICIHU, JIOOUTH €e...
Kazanocsk, Topy nocuactnuBuiioch 3arisiHyTh B HEOECHBIH cafl, T )KUBYT OOTH.

W nocne 3T0oro emMy mHpeiCcTOUT HECKOJBKO JIHEH IUIbITh 10 MOPIO B OOIECTBE KamuTaHa
YepHoit Pyku u ero tpodeeB, B AYIIHONW TECHOW KaroTe, a Kyaa — ogHOMy CBeTy M3BECTHO...
350cTh TpeboBaa BbIX01a, U JIOKKK MPOCTO 0Kazajcs Mo PyKOi.

— W3BuHU, Top... 1 HE XOTel cKa3aTk. ..

— 51 3nar0, uto He xoten. Bee B nmopsinke. He mymaii 06 3ToM, pocTo mocrapaiicsi 3aioMHHUTD:



€CJIM Pellny cKa3aTh PO KOro-TO rafocTh, YOeIUCh, YTO YEIOBEK TOTO 3aCIyKUBAET.

— Ob6emaro. U emnie pa3: mpocTu MEHS.

Jlokku Tuxo 3akpbul 1Beph, U TOop TYT ke moxajen o ToM, yTo ciayuywsiock. Hamo Oyzaer
HenpeMeHHO noMmuputhes ¢ Jlokku. B camom nene, He cromno neperu6ars naiky... Ho B rosjose
yke 3aBepresics xopoBo Meiciein. Uto ¢ Kimyrom? Uto mouyyBcTBYyeT Dmucca, y3HaB, uTo ['OT xKuB?
Kyna 6exan MukBu3utop, rae Oyaer cKpbIBaThCs, 1MOKa OH rousiercs 3a SInycom Ksuctom? Top
CHOBa M CHOBa 3ajaBai ce0e 31oT Borpoc. A Kcantus? Ocranercs oHa ¢ ['0ToM niau NOKUHET ero?
Hakoner, y Topa pa3z0osienacsk TojioBa, ¥ OH PEIIMII BEINTH Ha TAITyOy.

Tam oH 0OHapyXWJ1 BTOPOro NMOMOLIHMKA KamuTaHa, KOTOPbIM pa3roBapuBajl ¢ KOMAaHJOM.
[Tapyca «Ocbl» HamoJHSI CBEXHUH BETEp, KOTOPHI OOBIYHO MOJHUMACTCA TOCIE MOJYAHS. DTO
03HAy4ajo0, 4To KOpabib OBICTPO U JIETKO MPOMAET MO Y3KOMY HPOJUBY M OKaXETCS B OTKPHITOM
Mope. [IpuBanuBmuCch K nepuinam, Top BHoJyxa Ciymian pasroBop. Yepes Heckosibko gHel «Ocay
J0JDKHA OblIIa OPOCHTH SIKOPh Y OEpEeToB OJHOTO U3 OCTPOBOB Tpedesbckoro apxurienara, re xaall
CTapuIMil NOMOIIHUK ¢ rpy3oM paboB. Ilocie storo kopabnap oTmubiBan B Kumpec — camblii
00b11101 ropoa Ha YyKeCTpaHHBIX OCTPOBaX.

Mepkya pacckasbiBall cBoeMy yueHHKy o Kumpece. Ctporo roBopsi, 3ToT O0oraThiii ropos ObLT
4eM-TO BPOJE MaJeHbKOTO KOPOJIEBCTBA, UM IpaBuiia KopoJsieBa CunseH. [lo cimyxam, KOpoJieBbl
Kunpeca aepxanu Bo ABOpIie HEBOJBHUKOB MYKCKOTO moJia. «J{ms 0coOsix yciyr» — Top momuun,
KaK CTapuK €XHJIHO YCMEXHYJCS mpu 3Tux cioBax. Kak O0bl To HM Ob70, Kunpec Obul CHIIBHBIM
rocylapcTBOM, KOTOPbIM TIpaBUjia CHJIbHAs JKEHIIMHA, W 3aCiIyKUBal YBaXEHHs, XOTS C
TammMHOPOM NOYTH HE TOProBall.

— Iloxoxe, OyAeT mWTOpM, — MOCIBIIIAJICS TOJI0C OMOIIHUKA KanuTaHa. — Tak 4Tto AepxKuTe
YXO BOCTPO.

3HakoMblil MapeHek — Top yke 3Hal, 4TO 3TO KopalOenbHbIA oHra Paiik, — mojomen
nooOmKe.

— J10 BECHBI MBI B MOPE YK€ HE BBIMJIEM, Cylaph.

Top oOepHyIicsS U MPUCTATILHO MOCMOTPEN Ha FOHTY.

— Heyxenu?

— KanuTan cornacuicst NogHATH SIKOPS, XOTS IOroja He axTH, Mo4YTeHHbIi. Eciau HanBuraercs
LITOPM, MBI CTOUM B TIOPTY ¥ HOCA HE BHICOBBIBAEM.

— Heyxenu panu paboB OH roToB OpocuTh BbI30B Hebecam Paiik?

— O, nmeno He B pabax, moureHHbId. Jleno B maccaxkupax. ['ocnoxka DiipuHa 3a Bac XOPOIIO
3ariaTuiIa, a ele y Hac Ha O0pTy ecTh 0coObIil rocTb. S ciblmaln, kak YepHas Pyka roBopui: 3ToT
YeJIOBEK OTBAJIWJ CTOJBKO JAEHETr, YTO XBAaTWJIO W HAM 3aIllIaTHTh, U MPUIIACOB KYIHUTb, U €Ll
OCTaJIOCh.

Tyt Manbuuk coo6pas3uil, YTo cOOJITHYI JIMILHETO, U €ro IJa3a OKpyrIMiIuch. OT HEro MOXET
ObITh TOJIK, IogyMan Top. ['1aBHOE — He 3aCTaBNIATh €r0 CUUTATh JEHBIU B KAlIUTAHCKOM CYHAYKE.

— A 3TOT 4YE€JIOBEK... — OH MOCIHEUIMJI CMEHUTh TEMY pa3roBOpa, — €ro TOXKE MPUTITIACKIH K
YKHHY?

— Her, moutennsiii. [loka Mbpl Ha MoOpe, €ro BeJleHO HE OECMOKOWTh. MHE MOPY4YHsid emy
MIPUCIYKUBATh, CyJapb, — BAXKHO J100aBMII IOHTa. — BOT Kak.

— Ilonsarno. Baxknoe aeno tebe nopyuniu, Paiik. JIomkHO ObITh, 3TO OYEHb BKHOE JIMILIO, Pa3
€My TaK CTaparTcs YrOIAUTb.

Paiix mmpoko yaeioHysmcs.

— O na. Oro npaBeaHbIN OTHIENbHUK. W 1eHer y Hero MHOTO.

— Moxelb cka3aTb CBOEMY IpaBEAHUKY: €CIM €My HACKYyYUT YEAMHEHHE U 3aX0ueTcs
[IOTOBOPUTH O MOTOJIE, 5 K €r0 yciayram.

— Henpemenno nepenam, nouteHHbsidl [letepcun, — ynpiOka roHru crana eme wmupe. — Kak
TOJIBKO IO¥/1y B €r0 KaloTy, TaK U Iepeam.

OHpHUH CKpblIa €ro Hacrosiiee UMsA. Topy OCTaBajJoCh JIMIIL I0OJAaroJapuTh 3BE3JIbl,
KOTOpbIE MOCTAIM €My TaKyl0 YMHYIO >KEHIIMHY. bbIBaeT, yTO HE TOJBKO BELIW, HO W JIIOJAEH HE
CTOUT Ha3bIBaTh CBOMMM MMeHaMu. [loTomy 4TO y cTeH OBIBAIOT yIIM — B TOM 4YHCJIE U TaKue,



KOTOPBIM CJIBIILIHO, O YEM Thl JyMaellb. Top BCOOMHMUJ, YTO O TaKUX ymax Mepkya npeaynpexaan
ero ocobeHHo HacToiunBo. CTapuK He 3psl yUUJI CBOErO BOCHHUTAHHUKA, KAaK MPSATaThb CBOU MBICIIH
3a BOOOpakaeMbIM ILIUTOM, YTOObI HUKTO HE CMOT UX IPOYECTb.

[lepBpie aHM TUIaBaHUS HE ObUIM OTMEYEHBI HUYEM OCOOEHHBIM. Berep cTuxX, CMEHUBIINCH
JIErKUM OpHu30M, M KOpalib ABUTAICS MEIJEHHO, — KyJa MEIJICHHEee, 4YeM XOTenoch Obl UepHoi
Pyke. YxuHas B kOMNaHuu KanuTaHa, Top 3amedas, 4TO HACTPOEHUE MOPTUTCS y HETO JEHb OTO
nHs. TpynaHo OBLIO MPENCTAaBUTh YTO-TO 0oJiee CKydHOeE, YeM 3TH Tpamnes3bl. Omnako Uepnas Pyka
HacTauBal, YTOObl TOCTh CHJAEI C HUM 3a CTOJIOM M YacamMH CIIyIIal paccKa3bl O €ro CaMbIX
yaayHbeIX Halerax, korja paz0oiiHukam c¢ «Ocbl» ynaBajoch 3axXBaTUTh OoraTelii kKopalib, a
pabbI-MOPYKH €/1Ba TOMEIAINCh B TPIOMaX.

— Ecnu nosioBMHA NepeoXHEeT — IUIeBATh, — SI3bIK Y KauTaHa yXe 3arieTalics, HO OH TO U
JIeNI0 TPUKJIaAbIBaics K OOKaldy ¢ 4eM-TO KpemKuM. — 3a TeX, KTO BbDKMBET, B Kumpece xopoiio
3ariaTsT.

Topa yromisin 3TU pacckasbl, paBHO Kak M oOuiecTBo pasz0oifHuka. OH KakJIal MocKopee
LIarHyTh Ha Oeper, HOCKOJIbKY 3T0 OyzAeT nepBbIM mmaroM k nouckam Kiyra. /Ipyroe neno — Paiik u
JIoKKH: OHM MOTJIM CKpPacHUTh JlaXKe caMblil YHBUIBbIM MmyTh. KOHra kpyruics, kak Oeika B Kojiece —
€ClIi OH HE BBIIOJHJI OYEepeAHOM TMpUKa3 KamuTaHa, TO MPUCIYKUBAJI TaWUHCTBEHHOMY
OTIIEJNBHUKY, — OJIHAKO €My TO U JeJI0 YAABaJIOCh ypBaThb MHUHYTY-APYTYIO, 4TOOBI MOOOJTATh C
«moutreHHbIM [lerepcunom». Top yyBcTBOBai, uro Pailk B HEro 4yTh JiM HE BIIOOWICA: Ha JIMILIE
napeHbka ObLJIO HANMCaHO caMmoe HacTosiee OmaroroBeHue. Uto xe kacaercst JIOKkH, TO OH
oTpabarbiBai myremiecTBue Ha YyxkecTpaHHbIE OCTpPOBa, HO CUMTAICS POJCTBEHHHKOM flHyca
KBucra, a noromy Tskennoi paboTel eMy HE Opy4asu.

— Yepnast Pyka He xoueT ccoputhes ¢ SAHycoM, — 00bscHUI JIOKKH, — TO3TOMY HE MOpYy4aeT
MHE HUYEro Takoro, r1e s MOTY NpoIITpaduThCs.

— BerxonuT, SIHyc Ha Bcex HarHai crpaxy?

— SIHyc — caMbIi yaa4auBBIA KalmuTaH BO BceM KapanyHne, mostomy ero Bce yBaxaroT. 1 eme
BCEM H3BECTHO, YTO OH BCErja WUrpaer mo-uectHomy. Eciam xomanna cnaercs 0e3 0osi, Kuct
3a0upaeT TOJIbKO MOJIOBUHY I'py3a U HUKOTO He yOMBaeT. 3aTO €eMy OY€Hb HPaBUTCS T'OHATHCA 3a
YyKUMH KOPaOIsIMU. DTO JJIsl HEr0 caMoe MUJIOE JIeJI0. A BOT IIPOJIMBATh KPOBb OH HE JIFOOUT.

— To ecTh OHU TTPOCTO OTAAIOT €My ITOJIOBUHY — U BCe?!

— Koneuno. OHu ’Xe 3HAIOT: €CIM OHW HE OYyIyT IpaThCsi, OH HHUKOTO HE TpoHEeT. Bce
YEeCTHO-0JIaropoiHO, BCe J0BOJIBbHBI. W SIHyCy 3TO BBITOAHO: OH HE MOTEpSEeT HHU JIOAEH HE
BpeMeHH, ObICTpee MPoaacT A0ObIYY U ObICTpEE NOTYUUT NPUOBLIb.

— Pazymuo, — 3amerun Top, Ha koToporo pacckaz JIOKKM MpOM3BET BEChbMa CHIIBHOE
BIIEYATIICHUE.

— Hy eme 6b1. Ditpun roopuiia Tebe, 4To OH HE Topryer pabamu? Buxy, roBopmia. 3ato y
HEro MOBCIOJly «YLIN» — OH caM 3TO Tak Ha3biBaeT. U ymiku 3Ty Beceraa Ha Makyuike, Tak 4ro SHyc
Y3HAeT O TOM, YTO JIEXKHUT Y KopalJis B TpPIOME elle J0 TOro, Kak 3TOT Kopalib Beilen B Mope. Eie
HUKOI'/Ia HE CIIy4anoch, 4TOObI SIHyC BEpHYJICA B MOPT C MYCTHIMU pyKamMH. 3aTO OH IIEIPO IJIATUT
CBOUM pedsiTaM U 3a00TuTCs 0 HUX. He To uto apyrue kanuransl. Hukakoro cpaBHenus. .. — Jlokku
CKOPYMJI HETOBOJIBHYIO TpuMacy. — BoT 1ot e YepHas Pyka. Ero ciaymarorcs TOJIBKO OTOMY, UTO
00sATCS, MOTOMY YTO €CIIM €My HE NMOHPABUTCS, KaK Thl Ha HEro IMOCMOTpPEN — OIJIAHYTbCA HE
ycreemb, Kak ocrtaHembes 0e3 pyku. Kisnycs CBerom, BoT OonBan! OH goxzaercs 4TO,
KTO-HHOY/Ib €r0 HENPEMEHHO NMPUKOHYUT. V1 B KOMaH/ie y Hero oAHu 00JIBaHbl, KOTOPBIX Ha APYrue
kopabau He OepyT. bosbiie HUKOMY HE XO4eTcs pUCKOBATh CBOEH LIKYPOM.

— Bot-BoT, — monxBatun Top, CIOBHO pa3MbIIUIsIS BCIyX. — Matpochkl paOOTalOT CIyCTs
pyKaBa, TOJKOM He 00ydeHbl. KopMsT ux 4yTh Jiu He OTOpOcaMu. .. U Kopalito, Kak s BIXKY, [10pa B
TIOK.

— Tsl coBepuieHHO mpaB. Monuch, 4yTOOBl MBI HE NONaAUd B IWITOPM. YecTHO ToBOps, s
COMHEBAIOCh, UT0 «Oca)» €ro BbIAECPKHUT.

— S cmprman, 4TO 0 BECHBI OHA B MOpE HE BBIMAET. 3HAuMT, BCIO 3uMmy Yepnas Pyka
MPOCTOHT B MOPTY?



—Ecnu Oynmer 4yto craBUTh. Marpochl MOTOBapUBAalOT, YTO 3TO YK€ JaBHO Iopa ObLIO
cienarb, HO Yy HalIero KanuTaHa TIJaBHBIA COBETYMK — >KaJHOCTh. (CHayajna MOSBUICS TOT
OTILIEJNBHUK, ITOTOM Thl — U OH YyXe€ MOJHUMAeT mnapyca. 3Haelllb, IOXO0XE, 3a 3TOTO CBSATOLIY
3aryIaTHIIN LEJI0€e COCTOSIHUE.

— A KTO OH Takoi?

— [lonsTua He uMmero. Slero maxe oJHUM Tia3koM He Buuen. Kpyrom omHu cekpertsl. Jlaxe
Paiik, y KOTOporo oObI4HO SI3bIK KaK [oMelo, nomainkusaet. [loxoxe, Gourcs.

— OH roBopuJ1, YTO OTUIEJIBHUK BPOJE KaK U3yBEUEH, HO U TOJIBKO.

— 51 Toxke 3TO cablman. Jlymaro, OH OT KOTO-TO CKpPBIBAeTCsl, IOATOMY HE XOYET MOKa3bIBaTh
CBOE JIUIIO.

— I'M-M... 3aHATHO.

Hano HenmpemeHHO mnpuaymaTh, Kak BCTPETUTHCS C 3TUM TAUHCTBEHHBIM IPABETHUKOM.
MoxeT ObITh, OH M HE MPABEIHUK... HO MOOO0JITaTh ¢ HUM OyJIeT MHTEPECHO — XOTs ObI JJIs TOTO,
4yTOOBl cKOpoTaTh Bpems. [loka kopalibp He mpuuanut, i crnaceHuss Kiyra Bce paBHO HUYEro
HeNb35 CAeNaTh, TaK YTO JIydIlle OTBJICYLCS U HE Tep3aTh ceOsl.

— A xak T1ebs croaa 3anecino? — cupocui Top.

— DiipuH Tebe He ckazana? Top mokayan roJioBou.

— Ona pemuna, yto SHyc Bpsia au Tebe moBeput. UecTHO roBops, OH BOOOIE HUKOMY HE
noBepseT, kpome DHpuH. UTo ObI Thl €My HU FOBOPHJI, OH BCE paBHO MOLLIET TeOs Ky/Ja MoAajbliie
BMECTE C TBOMMH OOBSCHEHHSIMHU. A BOT €CiM 5 3a TeOs mopydych, SHyc mpumer TeOst Ooliee
OonmarockyioHHo. Tak 4YTO MOKElIb CUMTaTh MEHS CBOMM TaJUCMaHOM, — 3akoH4YmiI JIOokku, K
KOTOPOMY CHOBA BEPHYJIOCH €r0 0OBIYHOE CaMOJI0OBOJILCTBO.

Ha, >xasb OyaeT, eciii KTO-HHOYIb COOBET ¢ MAapHUIIKHU ATy 09apOBATEIbHYIO CIIECh.

— TBost cecTpa — BOMCTHHY Myzpas >KE€HUIMHA, — 3aMeTusl Top. OH He KpUBWJI AYIIOW: 3Ta
XpyIKasi JeBYIIKa HE IepecTaBaja €ro yIuBJISATH €lle C TeX MHop, kak BelOpana ero Kopoaem
Mopsi... korga Bce ObLIO KyJia Ipolie, a Briepeau OblLia BCS )KUTh.

— Ilocnymaii, MHe mpaBJa CTBIIHO, YTO s TaK OT3bIBajIcs 00 DiipuH A ee mobito. Ecinu Obl He
OHA...

Top cxan miedo Majlbyuka — >K€CT, KOTOPbIH OblI KpacHOpEUYMBEE BCSKUX CIOB. JIOKkH
JOJI’KEH MOHATh, YTO TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM 00JIbLIE HET HYX/IbI.

Ha wyerBeptriii neHp nmyremectBus Topy crano yxXKe HE 10 IpaBEJHUKA, NPSYYILIErocs B
katore. Kopabnb mnepekaThiBajCsi 4epe3 BOJHBI, U TJIe-TO B KUBOTE€ BO3HHUKAJIO HEMPUATHOE
LIeBeJICHHE, MpeBelatolee TOmHOTy. Top pemmi, 4To He poxAeH ObITh MopsikoM. Ho korma c
«BOPOHBETO THE3/1a» JOHECCS KPUK BIIEPEICMOTPSIIET0, OH 3a0bLI PO MOPCKYIO 00JI€3Hb.

— Ha 3amane mropm!

Yepes Mur Bcsi kKoMaH1a Obljia Ha HOTax.

Top nmocMoTpen Ha HHU3KUE TEMHbIE Ty4d, KOTOpBIE IUIBLIM HaBcTpedy kKopabimo. [loxoxe,
nuBeHb Oyner cuibHbld. CoBceM Kak B TOT Beuep, korga Mepkya npuexan B ['maaxuit Jlyr u
IOCTy4ajJ B JOM ero pojautenei. Torjga Hebeca ObuIM TOYHO Takoro e usera. [lotom Hauvanach
rpo3a, Ayl BETep U JIOK/b JIUJ KaK U3 BeJpa. ..

CKOJIBKO BCEro CIy4wsioch MOCie TOM HOYH, Korma Mepkya mo mposBuiry Ooerdaroniuii
Crpananus npenioxui Topy cTaTh CBOMM YYEHMKOM M OTHpaBUThCA 3a HUM B Tan! B ToT Beuep
Top noka3zan nNpuABOPHOMY JIEKapiO TP LIAPHKA, KOTOPbIE KPYKUJIUCh U NEPETUBAIUCH Pa3HbIMU
uBeraMu. VX MOXHO ObLJIO KPYTUTh B pyKE, KaK HACTOALIUE, XOTSA 3TO ObUI BCEro JIMIIL 00pas.
[TomuuTCS, TOrAa crapuk nodnenHen, kak nojgotHo. Kamuu OpnosibTa — BOT Kak OH Ha3Bal 3TH
LIapUKH.

I'mans Ha mpearpos3oBoe He6o, Top 3amymancs. KamHu — HacTosiiue KaMHM — OH OTAall
Coppenu B Cepatie JlecoB. Pemenre npuiuio B NopbiBe OTYastHUS, KOTJja OH IPOILAJICS CO CBOMMHU
yyJaecHbIMU J1eTbMU. OH J0JKEeH OblI JaTh UM YTO-TO Ha HaMsATh, U OOJIbLIE HUYEro HE MPUIILIO
emy B rosioBy. K Tomy jxe eMy nouemy-To Mokas3ajioch, 4T0 KaMHU noMoryt I'maeony, Jlaypun u
Coppenu cniactuch. Kpome 3TuX Tpex KaMEHHBIX IIAPUKOB, HUUTO HE CBS3BIBAJIO €0 C MPOILIBIM U
ero TaitHamu. MoxeT ObITb, JJI1 TOIO OHHM U HYXXHBI — YTOOBI COXPAHATH CBSI3b MEXKIY ACTbMU U



UX POJUTEISIMU?

[Tozxe Top y3HaJI, 4TO BHyTpEeHHEE YyBCTBO He 0OManyio ero. Cornacuo [lucanuto Hanaka,
9TH KaMHH Ha CaMOM JieJie ObLIIN BOJIIIEOHBIMH — 00JIee TOTO, TIOSIBUIMCH OJ1aroaapsi BOIIIEOCTBY.

B mur nmoxumienus manenpkuili Oprak jaepkail B pyke Tpu LBeTka. CTpaHHOE MeCTo, e
BBIPOCJIM 3TU LIBETHI, OOrM HUKOrjga He HasbiBaaM [lonsHoW. /[ Hee y HuUX ObUIO JIpyroe uUms —
Opnonbt. Ilpoxoass mo moprally U3 OJHOTO MHpa B JAPYroil, IBEThl BBICOXJIU, CHEXHWINUCh U
MIPEBPATUIINCH B TPU TBEPHbIX KaMEHHbIX mapuka. Tak nosBuimuch Kamuu Opnonbra. BoT uto 3a
KaMYILIKH JIeXalu, OEpe’KHO coXpaHseMble, y IpUeMHbIX poauTeneil Topa, moka OH He JOCTUT TeX
JIET, KOTJa CMOT IPUHSITDH UX.

W Bce-Taku: ans yero oHU HYKHBI? Top cHOBa 3agaBaicst 3TUM BompocoM. OHM JAIOT CHILY,
HE0OX0IMMYIO /ISl IPOJOKEHNS HEKUX TAMHCTBEHHBIX MTOMCKOB, — HO YTO 3TO 3a cuiia?

Ero pa3mbinuieHus npeppai KOpeHacThlii MaTpocC.

—Inu Obl BBl JIydllle BHU3, MOYTEHHBIH. Bypst BOT-BOT IpsiHET, — OH yKa3al MajiblieM Ha
TEMHO-CUHHE Ty4YH, KOTOPbIE TETIEPh €/1Ba HE 3aJIeBAIM BEPXYIIKH MauT.

Top KUBHYJI M OTIpaBWIICS B TPIOM, OTIPABMB MBICIH O KaMHSX B CaMblil JaJbHUN yroJl
MaMsITH, YTOOBI TOPA3MBIILISATE 00 3TOM B APYrou pas.

Houb BeIanace 6ecriokoitHoi. «Ocay packaynBaiach Ha BOJIHAX, CTPYH JOXKIS XJIECTAU €e.
[lotom Ha fABa JHSA IOTOPM YTHX, HO MAaTpOChl mpexnynpeauad Topa, 4To HacdyeT IOroJbl
oOoubliaTecsl He cTouT. UepHas Pyka npukasan yuHUTH KOpaOellbHbIE CHACTH; BIpoueM, HU Top,
HU JIOKKM He BEepuiIM, YTO OT 3TOTO OYyAEeT XOTh KAaKOW-TO TOJK. OHM OBLIM COTJAacHbBI APYr C
JPYroM: €CJIM CHOBA HAUHETCS IITOPM, JEBSITHIN BaJl MOKET 0Ka3zaTbes Ui «OChbh MOCIETHUM.

— CkouibKo ocTtasnoch 10 Tpedenbckux octpoBoB? — cripocuit Top, crost ¢ Palikom Ha mamy0e.

— KanuTan roBoput, 4To Mbl IOA33A€PKAIMCh, HO Yepe3 napy AHeH OyJeM Ha MecTe.

— OTyinyHO. 3HAYUT, HAIIY IJIaHbI HE CJIIUIIKOM U3MEHUIINCH.

— Koneuno, HeT, mouteHHslil, — moaxsatui Paiik. — Bbl He npencrasisere, Kak s paj, 4yTo
BcTpeTui Bac. Hazeroch, koria-HuOyib CHOBA CMOT'Y BaM YCITY>KUTb.

Top orBerun roHre ynpiOkou. IlapHumike, cyas mo Bcemy, ObLJIO OJWHHAIIATh, OT CHJIBI
nBeHaauatb. OH ObLI TOUIMM U U3AEPraHHBIM, HO CTOUJIO €MY pa3rOBOPUTHCSA — U Y HETO BHYTPU
Kak Oynro ocnabeBan Tyro CTsAHYTHIA y3en. [locime Toro Ha Hero ObUIO MPHUATHO MOCMOTPETH.
[Toxoxe, 3TO KanuTaH NpPEeBpaTUII MAJIbUUILIKY B 3allyraHHOE, 3a0UTOE CYIIECTBO.

— Kem xouemb cTaTh, Korjaa Beipacrenib, Paiik? Mopskom?

— Her, cynaps. I Bcerna medrail ctaTtb BEJIMKUM IIOBAPOM.

B ropne y Topa yxe kiokoTal cMeX, HO B Ija3ax y MajbyMKa ObUIa Takas TOCKa, TaKoOe
CTPacTHOE YEJaHUE, YTO OH HE MOCMEN PACCMESIThCS.

— YynecHo, Paiik. A nouemy? OObsICHH MHE.

— Bce MyxunHBI B MO€# ceMbe ObUIM TIOBapamu, cyaapb. ['oBopsT, aen moero mpanena, Opp
CaBuJ1, TOTOBUJI JIJIs1 CAMOTO KOPOJIS — €Ilie JIO TOro, Kak JABopell B Taje nepecTpouiu.

Top 6611 OTPSICEH.

— BoT 310 51a. A Kak BBIILIO, YTO BHYK €r0 MpaBHYyKa JpauT naiayoy Ha pa30oiHUYbEM cynHe?

Paiik B3noxnyi.

— Yepnas mosoca, moureHHbd. O6a MOUX cTapIIux Opata ymMepJiu, IOTOM CECTPEHKa, MaMa. . .
3eneHHas nuxopaaka. OCTaluch Mbl C OTLIOM U MOU CECTPEHKU-TPOMHSILIKHA, COBCEM MaJIEHbKHUE. ..
W nam tpane3ssiii 3an B Miparapre.

— Tax 161 13 Unparapra? 1 Hukorga tam... Bpy, ObLI, TOJIBKO OJUH pa3. Takol mpexkpacHbIi
ropoJi, TaM JJa)kKe pa3BaJIuHbl KPACUBBI.

— WcTtunHas npaBja, MOYTEHHBIH. Y MOero otua OblI caMblii 3HAMEHHUTHIN Tpale3Hblil 3a1 B
Wnparapre, «lnanepa». Oten HApOYHO TakK €ro Ha3Baj, MIOTOMY UTO JIy4Ille UIAArapTCKUX LINajiep
HUYEro Ha CBETE He ObIBaeT.

— U urto cnyuunocs, Paiik?

— 51 ke roBopro, NOUTEHHBbIN: YepHas nojoca. Crapiiue ymepian, Mama yMepiia, U OTIy CTajlo
HE I0J] CUJIy yIpaBisAThcs Ha KyxHe. [lo mpaBae ckazarp, Cyaapkb... IyMaro, OH IPOCTO OOJIbIlIE HE



XOTel TOTOBUTh, — IJIa3a Y MapHULIKUA 3aTyMaHWJIUCh. — Mosl MamMa O4YE€Hb XOpOIIO TOTOBUJIA, W
BOOOIIIE OHA ObLIIa CcllaBHAs KeHIIMHA. Jlymaro, Koraa oHa ymepsa, 3To pa30uio OTIly Cepalle, U OH
BO3HEHABM/JIEN U )KU3Hb, U €Y.

Top nosoxui pyky emy Ha IIJIeuo.

— U Tebe mpuiiock uckath padboty?

— Oren 3anm1, IOYTEHHBIN, a KTO Oy/IeT KOPMUTbh MOUX cecTpuuek? S Bce, 4To 3apabaThiBalo,
Bce UM otnato. Hy, emie TeTka momoraer, Kak MOET, HO BCE€ PaBHO UM €[Ba XBaTaeT, MOUM
KpacaBullaM. 3HaeTe, cylapb, KOrjga-HuOyAb s CTaHY 3HAMEHUTHIM IOBAapOM, Kak MOl OTel U Mo
nen. U Torna Mou cecTpeHKH OyAyT XOAUTh B LIEJKAX M TAHLIEBATH C IPUHIIAMHU.

Tpyano ObLIO B 3TO MOBEPUTH, IS/ Ha TPYCTHOTO NApeHbKa, CUJISIIEr0 Ha KOpPTOYKaxX Ha
JIEPEBSIHHOM Tayoe.

— A TbI ymeelb roTOBUTh, Paiik?

— Koneuno, cynapp. ToJbKO HUKTO U3 KOMaHJbl IIPO 3TO HE 3HAET. Sl ke BO BCeM MOMOTai
OTIly Ha KyxHe. 3HaeTe, yTo Mama ropopuisia? Uto s Bce CXBaThIBaIO Ha JIETY, OBICTPEE OCTAIbHbIX.
51 yxe Bce pelienThbl BbIyYHJI, U BCE MEJIOYU NOMHIO, XOTSI MHE €I1l€ COBCEM MaJIo JIeT. Sl ¢ ceMu JieT
Kpy4yCh Ha KyXHE.

— MOXHO CIIpOCUTH, CKOJIbKO TeOe j1eT?

— JIBeHaAaTh, HOYTECHHBIM.

—Ecnu g cMory 4to-HUOYAb ciaenaTrb, 4TOObl TBOSI MeyTa CObUIACH, SI HENPEMEHHO 3TO
cnenaro, Paik.

— Cnacu6o, cyaapp, — rja3a y MajlbyMKa CHsUIM. — Bbl Tak A0OpBI... — OH YCIbIIIAd OKPHUK
BTOPOTO MOMOIIIHUKA U BCKOYWI: — MHE HY)XKHO UATH, cynapb. CeronHs Ha yKuH Oyzaer 3asi. A Ha
IIEPBOE — TOPOXOBBIN CYII.

[Ipu cnose «3asw» Top Bcmomuun Tpame3bl Kiyra u pemwsi, 4To OT BTOPOro, MOXKaIyH,
OTKaXXKETCH.

— JKaiib, 4TO HE ThI CEroHs Ha KyxHe, Pailk.

HOura yns16nymCs.

— Ot10 yx TouHO. Tepn chineT B emy Bce mpumpasbl 0e3 pazdopa. Korma-aHubyap s Bam Takoiu
Y>KHMH MIPUTOTOBIIIO, NOUTEeHHbIN [leTepcrH, — nanbuynuku oOIMKelb.

W on nomuancs npoub, onacasich, YTo KalluTaH yY3HaeT O €ro HepacTOPOMHOCTH.

Top nokavan rosioBoil. Hayio u B camoMm Jene noaymaTrh, YTO MOYKHO CAENIATh JIJIsl MajbyuKa.
A He 3aMOJIBUTH JIM 3@ HETO CJIOBEUYKO Iepe]] KamuTaHoM?

[Togxonauumii MOMEHT, NOXO0K€, HacTal BO Bpems yxuHa. Cynm M BOpSIMb OKaszajcs
MepPECOJICHHbIM U TepernepueHHbIM. UepHas Pyka npeObiBan B OTBPaTUTEIBLHOM PAacClOIOKEHUU
nyxa — BIIpouyeM, Kak U Top, KOTOpOTO TOIIHWIO OT Ka4KH, a BO PTY FOPEJIO OT KIYUUX MPSHOCTEH.

— He 6onpHO pagyiTech 3aTHILbBIO, HOYTEHHBIN JIeKapb, — IPOrOBOPHII KaUTaH. — 3aMETUIIH,
Kak BeTep yman?

Top kuBHyn. Eciau He pazxumaTh T'y0, €CTh HaJeXkAa, YTO Mep3Kas KHUKa, Ha3BaHHas IO
OLIMOKE FOPOXOBBIM CYIIOM, MUPHO JIOCTUTHET kenyaka. YTo kacaeTcst KaruraHa, TO OH TO U JIEJI0
MIPOJIMBAJ Ccyll ce0e Ha M0I00POIOK, @ MOTOM CIIM3bIBA €r0 sI3bIKOM JIeCHBI y HEro KpOBOTOUYMIIU, U
OT BM/JIA QJIbIX KaIleJb BIEPEMELIKY C 3€JIEHOBATO-KEATHIMU KIISIKCAMU MOPO3 IPOAUPAIL 10 KOXKE.

— DTO 3HAK, — CKa3aJl KallnuTaH.

— Bbl X0THTE CKa3zaTh, 4TO 3TO 3aTHIIbe mepen Oypei? — Top Bce-Taku 3acTaBuUil ceOs
[IPOIJIOTUTH €IlE MOJ-JIOKKH CYIIa, TOCKOJIbKY B 3TOT MUI' HE CMOTpEJI Ha KaluTaHa.

— Bot-BoT. byner mropm. Ckaxy BaM OTKPOBEHHO, MOYTEHHBINH, Y MEHS Ha JyIIE€ KOIIKH
ckpeOyT. Ho s monpoOyro BRIKpyTUTHCS. Eciu momyaurtcsi, Mbl 1obepeMcs 10 OCTPOBOB, a TaM HaM
YK€ HUKAKUE IEMOHBI HE CTPAIIHBbI.

— 51 TOKe Ha 3TO HaJeKCh, — BEXJIUBO OTBETUI Top.

— FOnra! — psBKHYJ KanuTaH.

Paiik c10BHO BO3HHK W3 BO3ayXa.

— Ete cyna! — kanuTaH pbIrHYJ OpsIMO B JIMIO napHuuike. — M k1o, a To 3aaHuIly Hajepy!

Bor on, cirydaii. [loxkanyii, He CTOUT €ro yIycKarh.



— A BBl 3HaeTe, KalWTaH, — Kak Obl HEB3Haual 3ameTrwy Top, pactsruBas TyObl B
NOOpOIyIIHOM ynbIOKe, — 4TO FOHBINA Paiik — CbIH U3BECTHOTO MoBapa?

— W 910? — Yepnas Pyka mog03pHuTebHO TIOCMOTPENT Ha CBOETO TOCTHI.

— Jlymaercs, oT Hero OyzneT Kyna OoJjblie MoJib3bl Ha KyOpuke. XOJAT CIyXH, YTO MapeHb
MIPEKPACHO TOTOBMT.

—Yro, B camoMm jene? — KanmuTaH MOBEPHYJICS TaK, YTO €ro HOC, MOXOKUWA Ha KapTo(heTuHy,
yKa3blBaJl TOYHO Ha Paiika, KOTOpHIA NpuONIKaIcs K CTONy ¢ CymHHIEH B pykax. [loxoxe,
MapeHbKY CTaJIo He Mo cede.

— Jla, xariutan?

— Tsl B camoM Jienie ymeenib TOTOBUTb, FOHTa?

Paiik nepBHO B3riIsiHyn Ha Topa.

— Ma... ymew. YMerw, cyaapsb. .. KalluTaH. ..

UYepnas Pyka yXMBUIBHYJICS.

— Taxoii kocopykuii o0oiTyc, Kak Thl, yMeeT roToBUTh? BoOT uTO s Tebe ckaxy: naxe He
IbITalcs MOAMa3bIBaThCS K MOUM TOCTSIM, HapeHb. C 3Toro Hs OyJellb CHAETh Ha KyOpHKe, MbITh
MOCYAY, ¥ 4TOO HOCY OTTYy/la HE BBICOBBIBAJ, IIOKA 51 caM TeOe He CKaxy. SIcHO?

— SlcHo, KanuTaH, — JPOKALIUM T'OJIOCOM OTKIMKHYJICS MaJIbYHK.

Top 6bLJI TOTOB MPOBAIUTHCA CKBO3b 3eMJIt0. OH He aymall, 4YTo Bce Tak o0epHercs. OH XoTen
nomousb Paliky, a Tenepb MajabuMIIKe Ha 3TOM MOCYIUHE KUThs HE OyeT.

— ... W naneit mue emie cyna, meHoK 6€3MO3TJIbIN!

Haepno, Paiik mpocro He Bbiepxkan. Crpax, kadka... Kopalmb pe3ko HaKpeHWIICH,
NepeBaJIMBAsICh 4epe3 rpeOeHb BOJIHBI, U BCE COAEPKHUMOE CYIHMIIBI BBIIJIECHYJIOCh Ha KOJIEHU
kanutany. Yepnas Pyka mcromno 3aBonui. Palik cTpenoil BbuIeTEN M3 KarThl, U Topy, KOTOPHIN
CYJIOPO’KHO BUENWJICS B CTOJICIIHUILY — CTOJ OB KPENKO MPUBUHYEH K IOJY, OCTaBaJIOCh TOJIbKO
rajiath, Kak MaJbYMILIKE YJAJIOCh MPU 3TOM HE CHOTKHYThCA. K cyacThio, *KHUIKOCTh YK€ ycrena
HEMHOTO OCTBITh. OIHAKO MOKHO OBLIO HE COMHEBAThCA: KAallUTaH M HE JyMal MpUTBOpsAThes. He
oyab Top oOecnokoen yyactbto Paiika, oH Hacinanuics Obl 3TUM 3penuineM. He nnaue kak B A€o
BMewanuch Ooru... [lomareiBasick, OH MOAOUIEN K KamUTaHy, 4TOObl OKa3aTb €My IOMOIlb, HO
JyMajl OH COBCEM O JIPYrOM: KaK HE JOMYCTUTh, YTOObI MaslbuuKa BbINOposiu. Kak BBISICHUIOCH
no3xe, nopka Paiiky He rpo3uia.

CHoBa Hauazcs WTOpM, U HayTpo Topy He XOTenoch BCTaBaTh ¢ KOHMKU. A BOT 4ero emy
XOTEJNOCh — TaK ATO IPOCHYThCS Tae-HUOy/Ib Ha Oepery M MOHSTh, YTO BCE 3TO IJaBaHUE ObLIO
IIPOCTO TYPHBIM CHOM. EMy ntaxke yzajiock 3aJpemaTh, HO HACTOMYMBBIN CTYK B JBEPH IIPEPBAI €ro
coH. Jlokku. Touno, Jlokku: Top y3Han ronoc, KOTOpslii 3Bai ero. [loxoxe, napeHb HE Ha LIYTKY
BCTPEBOKEH. TOop cKaTWics C KOMKM M BIYCTHJI Majb4yhKa, MUMOXOJOM MOpaJ0BaBILUCH, YTO
KaloTa Takas TeCHas: JBa Il1ara — ¥ Thl Y JIBEpH.

— beictpee, Top. Paiik...

— Ox... Tonpko He roBopu, uTto YepHas Pyka pemmn ero HakaszaTh, — nmpobopmoTtan Top,
IBITAsICh OTHICKATh WITaHbL. — YTO OH npuayman? BeimopoTs Paiika Ha ria3ax y Bceid KOMaH[Ib1?

— Ecnm 6b1. Ceromnsi kanuTaHy 1uies 1o XBoct nomana. OH pemmi, 4To ofHa pyka y Paiika
JIUIIHSSL.

Topy mokazanoch, 4TO Ha HETO BBUIMJIM YIIAT XOJIOAHOW BOJbL. TOIIHOTHI Kak He ObIBalo,
Jla’k€ B TOJIOBE MPOSICHUIIOCH.

— BoT mep3aBen! — oH oTcTpanui JIOKKU U epBbIM IIarHyn U3 KaroTel. — Kyna?

— Ha many0y.

Top u Jlokku enBa i He B3sIeTenu Ha nanyOy. [Ipu sToM Opatuiika DUpUH ycTes COOOIIHTD,
YTO BTOPOM MOMOIIHUK, [T0OX0KE, OLINOCS, MPOKIAAbIBAsI KYpC.

— Iloxoxe, Teneps Mbl B caMOM ceplie Oypu! — KpUKHYI OH.

To uro mpencrano riazam Topa, U B camMOM Jejie HAllOMUHAJIO HOYHBIE Kommapbl. OH
HUKOI/Ia HE BHUJAET Takoro Heba — OHO ObLIO TIpsi3HO-XKENTOro. Top ¢ TPyAOM HEpeBen IyX.
Kazasiock, OH TOJIBKO YTO CIIbllIal, KaK TUTAHTCKas HEBUIMMAasi TBaph pa3oM BbIcOcajia BECh BO3AYX



BOKpYT Kopabust. TuimHa He npeaBeniaia HI4ero 100poro.

Ho xyna xy»xe Ob110 TO, UTO MPOUCXOIUIIO Ha mayoe.

Mansima Paiika npuBsi3ainy K IVIABHOW MayTe, OAHA pyKa MOJHATA HAJ TOJOBOW M KPEIKO
IpUKpYy4YeHa BepeBKkaMu. FOHra olenexes, JIUb BOJUI CBOMMHM TEMHBIMU TJIa3aMH, MOX0KUMH Ha
rjla3a 3arHaHHoro oJjeHs. Top 3ameTwsi, 4TO NapHUIIKa OOMOYMJICS CO cTpaxy. MaTpochl
TOJIMUAIIUCH BOKPYT, TOTOTaI U OTITYCKAJIU TPSI3HbIE IIYTKH, a TIepe]] HUMU, IpUXpaMbIBasi — 00JIb B
000>KEHHOM T1axy JAaBajia o ceOe 3HaTh, pacxaxuBaia YepHas Pyka, rpomoriacHo cooOriasi Bcemy
MUPY, KaKasl y4acTh JIET BCEX, KTO €My He yroJui. 3pesuile OblJI0 OMEP3UTEIbHBIM.

Bce, o uem mor aymate B 310T Mur Top, — 310 0 Kiyre. OH BCOMHUJI €ro TakUM, KaKuM
yYBUJEI B NEPBBINA pa3: HECUACTHBINA Kajieka, IpUOUTHIN 3a yX0 K CTOJI0Y, OKPYKEHHBII X0xouymiei
tonnoi. Psanom crout KopiuH — yenoBek ¢ KaMEHHBIM CEPJILIEM, — U TOPOKAHE MPU3BIBAIOT €r0 HE
IaIUTh IUIeHHKUKA. Topa oxBatuia sipocTh. OHA BOJIHOM NOJHUMANIACh U3 TITyOHHBI €r0 CyLIECTBa —
B TOYHOCTH Kak B TOT JeHb. JIOKKH 4TO-TO ToBOpUI, HO TOp yXe moyTu He ciblman ero. Bokpyr
yxxe OymeBanu L{Bera.

— Top, — 6opmoTtan JIOKKkH, — MBI €My HHYEM HE IOMOXEM, U caMu 0e3 pyk ocTtaHemcs. Y
3TUX pedsT M3-3a MITOpMa AyllIa B MATKU yiaa. MoxeT ObITb, CETOAHS Mbl BCE YTOHEM, U OHU 3TO
3HaOT. M miieBaTh OHU XOTENHU, KTO IPaB, a KTO BUHOBAT. OHU IPOCTO XOTAT MOCMOTPETH Ha KPOBb
U 4y)KHE MYKH.

Tem Bpemenem Uepnas Pyka noBepHysCsS K MAIBUMIIKE.

— Tsl roToB, roHbIi Paiik? 3nauuTt, Tl y Hac noBap? Hy, G6ombiie Tebe He mpuiaeTcs pe3aTh
MSCO, IOTOMY YTO OJ[HAa TBOSI pyKa OyAeT 00JITaThCs y MEHSI Ha MauTe.

BueszanHo BO311yX Kak OyATO CTall 1O HEBO3MOXHOCTH I'YCTBhIM. Palik cynopoKHO mojeprusai
oA0OPOAKOM, CIIOBHO NHHJI €ro OOJBIIMMM TJIOTKaMH, IEPEeBOJS B3IJIAJ C OJHOIO Marpoca Ha
apyroro, ymoJisis o nomomu. Ho B oTBeT pa3maBajicst TOJNBKO cMeX. DTH JIIOJU U B CAMOM Jieje
XOTENH YBUJAETh, KaK OTJIETA€T B CTOPOHY MaJileHbKas pyKa, KaKk KpOBb (POHTAHOM XJICLIET W3
0o0pyOKa, a KaluTaH BBIBEUIMBAET PSAJAOM C COpPOKa TpPEMsi CBOMMHU TpO(essMH HOBBIH, COPOK
YETBEPTHIN.

B srot mur Paiik BcTpernics riiazamu ¢ Topowm.

— Iloutennsiii [letepcun! — 3akpuyan ronra. — Cnacure MeHs, cyJaapsb!

—OT10 TeOs HE Kacaercs, JIEKaph, — 3apblyaJl KallMTaH, MOBEPHYBIIMCh K CBOEMY T'OCTIO. —
[TorpoOyit TOMBKO MHE TIOMENIATh, U 51 eMy 00€ pyKH OTpYOIII0, @ TOTOM COpOIITy B MOpE.

Betep ycmmaincs. Kopabins Hauano KpyTHUTh.

— OH npocto pebeHoK, kanuTaH! — KpukHya Top, nbITasich nepekpudarh Boil Oypu.

— OH kpenko obuen MeHs, jekapb. He sie3b He B cBoe z1eno.

— He mory!

Pa300iiHMK MaxHyJl CBOMM JIOASM, JABE Mapbl KPENKUX PYKH CXBATUIM MHHUMOTO JieKaps U
NPIKATU K nanyOHOMY orpaxkaeHuto. Top naxke He conmpoTuBisuica. [ Toro, 4to OH 3aaymai,
PYKH HE HYKHBI. lIBeTa npoOyuinch, 0CTaBaIOCh TOJIbKO OTAATh UM IIPUKA3.

UYepnass Pyka KpUBO YXMBUIbHYJICSI M CHOBa IOBEPHYJICS K MaJIbUUKY, KOTOPOIO TENepb
KOJIOTHJIA KpyIHas JIpob. Ero xojieHn MoJorHy/nuch, U €ciii Obl He BEpPEBKa, FOHra PyXHYI Obl Ha
nanyOy. Eiie mar — v OH HCTOIIHO 3aBOMMIL:

— Ilomorwure!

— PyOu, pyou! — psABKHYN KTO-TO M3 MarpocoB. OcranbHble pacxoxoTanuck. He cmesuch
tobko Top, JIokkn — 1 4yenoBeK, KOTOPbIN TOJBKO YTO MOSBUIICS Ha nanyoe. Jlumo HezHakomna
CKpBIBaJl HU3KO HAIBUHYTHIN KaIomOH. JIOKKK 9yTh 3aMETHO JEPHYJ T'OJIOBOM, YKa3bIBas Ha HETO.

— A BOT ¥ TBOH OTIIEIbHUK. BbL1€3 U3 pakOBUHBI.

Top KuBHYJ, HO CMOTpPEN TOJBKO Ha KanuTaHa. YepHas Pyka B3sul y MOMOIIHUKA TOIOP C
KOPOTKOM PYYKOMH, TOP)KECTBEHHO IOKa3ajl ero MaTpocam, 1 T€ paloCTHO 3arOMOHUIIN.

— JlaBaii, He TsiHU! — CHOBA KPUKHYJ KTO-TO U3 KOMAaH/IbI.

Paiix peiman u ¢ Moas00it cmoTpen Ha Topa.

«CrnokoiHO, MaTbUUK». TOp kKajel, 9TO FOHTa HE CIIBIIIUT €r0 MBICTICH.

UYepnas Pyka npumepuiics. Top 3akpsut ria3za. OH B3biBai k L{Betam.



Kanuran rpoMKo KpsiKHYJT M 3aMaxHyics. Tomop co CBUCTOM omucaji HMIMPOKYyI Ayry, Top
yCIIbIIIa] BOIUIb, OT KOTOPOTO KPOBb CThLJIa B BEHaX, U CKOpee Jorajaics, 4to KpuuuT Paiik, yem
y3HaJ rojioc Mayibunka. [loTom riryxoi yaap, CToH... TOp OTKpbUI rja3a v yBUJEN JIE3BUE TONOPA,
KOTOpoe TiyOOKO BOLLIO B Ipyab KanuTtaHa. Ha nuue pa3OoifHMKa OBLJIO HANMCAHO TaKoe
YAMBJICHUE, YTO CTAaHOBWIOCH cMemHO. Ho pana Obia cmeprensHOi. KpoBh XJIBIHYIA, TOUHO peKa
B 10JIoBOJIbe. OH MOMBITAJICA YTO-TO CKa3aTh, OJIHAKO CJIOBA YMEPJIM Y HEro Ha rydax, a moTtom
ymep u cam kanurtad Yepnas Pyka.

['py3HOE TENO € rPOXOTOM PYXHYJIO Ha naiyOy, 3a0pbI3raB KPOBbIO BCEX, KTO CTOSI PSJIOM.
Matpocsl CMOJIKIIH, TOJIBKO BETEP BbLI B CHACTSIX.

Paiix yauBneHHO BbITapammil riasa. Kaxercs, oH He Bepwi, 4TO ocTajics Leil. Marpocsl
opocuin Topa noadexanu K CBOeMy KaluTaHy, He MOHUMasl, KaK TaKO€ MOTJIO CIyYUThCS.

— OtBs3biBail Paiika, — 6pocui Top, oOpamasics k Jlokku. — beictpo.

Bokpyr Tena yxe coOpanack BCS KOMaHAa, HEKOTOPbIE OCTOPOXKHO MOJATAJIKUBAIH €ro
Hockamu camnor. JIoOkku npunuioch TamuTth Paiika Ha cebe: mocie mepexuToro MajbuuK HE MOT
Jla’ke pa3roBapuBaTh, HE TO UYTO UITH.

Berep kpenuan, mtopM ycuinuBaics. BHezanHo Hag kopalieM CBEpKHYIJIa MOJIHHUS, U IJIaBHAS
MauTa PacKoJ0JIACh TOYHO B TOM MECTE, I'Jl€ HECKOJbKO MTHOBEHMI Hazaja Bucenl Paiik. Mckpbl
MIOJIETENIH B pa3HbI€ CTOPOHBI, HECKOJIBKO YIaIO Ha TEJIO KalluTaHa, U OHO TYT K€ BCIIBIXHYJIO.

— Hacroiika! — 3aBonun Jlokku. — OH BbUIakall yTPOM LIENYI0 OYTBUIKY, YTOOBI 3aryIylINUTh
00J1b, a enie MoJOYTHUIKH BBUTMI Ha cebst. ['opHuT-TO Kak...

Top xuBHyn. CHOBa CBEpKHYJa MOJHHS, U MPSAMO HaJ TOJOBOM pazjajcs OrIyIIMTEIbHBIN
packat rpoma. Kopabib Hauano KpyxuTh, U BOJa BOKPYT HETO BCKHUIIENA.

— JIokku, HaM HaJI0 youpatbes ¢ Kopadis!

[To nepeBsnHOI oOmuBKe nmobOexanu TpemuHbl. Eme HemHoro — um «Oca» pa3Baiurcs Ha
gactu. llItopm HeucroBcTBOBam. Jla, cerogHss moruOHYT MHOTHEe. Top BHUICHI, KaK MaTPOCOB
LIBBIPSET B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, MPsAMO Ha cHacTU. HekoTopele MmbITaIUCh CHPBHITHYTh B OylIyroliee
MOpe, HO UX CHOBa OoTOpachiBajo ot Oopta. [lo manybe mepekaThlBajics TpyN KalMuTaHa, MSATHas
KPOBBIO IbUIAOIIUE TIOCKU.

Jlokku npoxan ot yxaca. CmepTh Obula OnmM3ka, U OH 4ysul 3T0. Paiik Oojblie He
BCXJIUIIBIBAJI; OH 3aM€p B OOBSTHSIX NPUATENS U IPUTHX.

— JlaBaii ero crona, — ckomaHaoBain Top, crapasch yiepkKaTbCs Ha HOTax.

MouHus cHOBa yhapuia B KopaOib, KOTOphIM yxke moibixan. Eme Mur — u rubens B OrHe
Oynet Hensz0exHa.

Jlokku oOBun pyku Paiika Bokpyr mienm Topa, U MajgbuMIIKa YTKHYJICS B IIJIEYO CBOEMY
3amuTHUKY. OH OBUT JIETKUM, KaK MEPBIIIKO.

— A Tenepr gepxkuch 3a MeHs, Jlokku!— kpuknyn Top u mosie3 dYepe3 mnaixyOHOE
orpaxjeHue. — Yto Obl HU CIYYUIIOCH — IEPIKUCH!

—Msbl He BblUIbIBEM! — OTKIUKHYNCA JIokku. Buja pasrHeBaHHOro Mopsi HAmoOJIHWI €ro
0J1arOroBeMHBIM CTPAXOM.

Opnako oHu npbirHyau. M Tyt octpble rnasa Topa 3aMeTUSIM CTPEMHTENBHOE ABMKEHUE
TeMHO# ¢urypsl. KTo-TO cnipeirayn B Mope. OtiienbHuK. KamionoH cierenn y Hero ¢ rojoBbl, U
Top, HaKOHEIl, CMOT PACCMOTPETH €r0 JIULIO.

«Ocy» 3aHecI0 B caMO€ Cep/lle IITOpMa, U BO3AyX ObLI jkapKuM, HO Top MouyBCTBOBAI, KaK
MOPO3 IPOAUPAET MO Koke. EMy ObLIO CIMIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HAKOMO 3TO CTPAILLIHOE JIMIIO, MTOX0XKEe
Ha oOropeinyto macky. Ha MraoBenue oH noiimain 37100HBIHM B3IUI]] MaJIEHbKUX JIESHBIX TJ1a3.

W yBunen, kak ero yxac orpa3uics Ha 6e300pa3HOM JIUIIE, CJIOBHO B KPUBOM 3€pKajle.

Oto Obu1 ['OT.

MmaBa 12
OBa obmopoka

— Ho, cBsToi1 oTe. .. McnbITanus MOCITYIIHUKOB HAYMHAIOTCS Yepe3 JBe Helenu!



I'uneon cros1 y okHa B mokosax OTLa-HacTaBHMKA MpayHEE Ty4d, 4YTO Ha HEro ObLIo
coBepuieHHO He mnoxoxke. Cam mnpenonoOHbiii Ilupc Moyigan M THUXOHBKO IOCAchIBAJl CBOIO
TOOUMYIO TPYOKY, KOTOPYIO COOCTBEHHOPYYHO HM3TOTOBHJI MHOTO JIET Ha3al, KaK pa3 JyUisl TaKuX
ciydaeB. Ilotom OH omycTuscs Ha BUAABIIMN BUJIBI CTYJ, U TOT KAJOOHO 3acKpuUIled MOJ €ro
BECOM.

IOnomma o6epuyics.

— CsTolt oTell, s €e MOYTH He 3Hat. Mbl HUKOTJ]a HE BCTPEYaIlCh, OHA MMUIIET MHE PEIKO, a
s 0TBe4aro el u Toro pexxke. C yero el BApYr noHaao0miIoch, 4ToObl s €xall Ha ceBep, B IleTpun?
Uto s eit ckaxy? Hackoibko MHE W3BECTHO, OHA MOXKET YMEPETh elle 10 TOTrOo, Kak s Tyna
no0epychb. BoT 1 mosryuuTcsi, 4To s 3ps €Xajl U 3ps MOTepsil BpeMsa. A MHE €ro U Tak HEe XBaTaerT.
SIHe ycrieBaro MOArOTOBUTHCS.

Harnas, otkpoBeHHast 10xb. KTo-kT0, a 'HI€0H B JOMOJHUTENBHBIX 3aHATUSAX HE HYXKIAJICS.
OH 3HaJ, 4TOo ¢ JerkocThio npoier Mcnbitanus. YToObl CKpbITH HEJOBKOCTD, MAaJIbUYMK 3aITyCTUI B
CBOM TEMHbIE MpSIMbIE BOJIOCHl MATEPHIO, CIOBHO IMPUYECHIBAACh, U C HEIOBOJBHBIM BHJIOM
BEPHYJICS 32 TUCbMEHHBIN CTOJI.

[IpenonoOueiit [lupc mpucranbHO cMmoTpen Ha cBoero mnojomneunoro. Ilocmymuux IlsToit
CTYIICHH, W3BECTHBI CBOMMHM YCIIEXaMH, ITOYTH TOTOBBIM MPHUHSITH MOCTPUT W BCTYMUTh B OpaeH
O®epennanneB. Ocrtaercs Tonbko lllectas cTynmeHb, HECKOJBKO MeECSIEB OOy4YeHHsS. 3a TOJbI,
IIPOBEJICHHBIE B MOHACTBHIPE, MaJIbYMK OYEHb BBITSHYJICS U, CKOpPEe BCEro, craHer eue Bbime. K
TOMY €, HaJI0 IIPU3HaTh, OH HE M0 rojlaM YMEH U CJIIOBHO caMO# Cyqp00M MpeaHa3HaueH Ui TOTo,
4YTOOBI 3aHATH BBICOKUH MOCT. HpaB y Hero jerkuii, OTKpbITbINA... U TeM 00Jiee CTPaHHO, KaK OH
BCTPETHJI ATO IpeuioxkeHne. OTen-HacTaBHUK MPOYUCTHII FOPIIO.

—Kak s moHumaro, Ipyrux poJICTBEHHUKOB Yy TeOst HeT. [la, Thl MOYTH HE 3HAELIb CBOIO
6a0y1IKy, HO OHa UCIPABHO Jiejalla MOKEPTBOBAHUS 3T MOCJEIHNE OJAUHHAIIATD JIET, U XOTSI Thl U
HE NOMHHUIIb CBOMX POAMUTENEH, OHA T0JDKHA UX IOMHUTD. .. K TakuM JII015M clielyeT OTHOCUTHCS C
MIOYTEHUEM.

HacTtaBHuk caenan HECKOJIBKO KOPOTKHX 3aTSDKEK, B3sUI TIIMHSHYIO KPYKKY C TpPaBsHbIM
qyaeM, MOJIOKHWII B Hee JBE MOJHbIE JOXKKUA MeAa U MPUHSUICA HETOPOIUIMBO MoMemuBaTh. Kaxnoe
€ro JBWKEHHE OBLIO MCIIOJTHEHO COYYBCTBHUS M cocTpanganusa. Jla, 0a0ymka HamoMHuiIa o cebe
BECbMa HE BOBpeMs. Y MajbuMKa BIEPEIU CaMOE IJIaBHOE B JKM3HH HCIIBITAHUE — UCTIBITAHUE TIEPE]]
MIOCTPUTOM U pyKomoJioxkeHueM. ['uieon 1octonH ronyooit ieHTsl. OH Tak U OyleT MEHSTh JIEHTbI
OJIHY 3a JAPYroi — Oemyo, KEeNTYI0, 3eJIEHYIO0... @ MOXKET ObITh, CPa3y ke NPEIbsIBUT CBOU IpaBa HA
ronyoyro. Mimm maxxe Ha amyro. Hecnmbixanno. Ho k1o 3Haer, 4ero MoXeT HOOUTHCA CTOJb
OJ/IapEHHBIN MaTb4YHK?

— I'mpeon, — npenono6HbIi [lupc ocTopokHO moadupan ciaoBa, — Thl HE U3 TE€X, KOMY YUY€HUE
naetcs ¢ TpynoM. Jlymaro, Tebe Bce 3TO CKaXyT, XOTS 5 MIOHUMaro TBoe OecriokoiicTBo. Tebe oueHb
BAYKHO IMOJIYYUTh TOJYOYIO JIEHTY, Mbl Bce TOOOM ropaumces... Ho neno B ToMm, uto TBOs Oabymika
OYEHb TSDKENO OOJbHA, M HAIl JOJT — YOEIUThCSA, YTO Thl BBHIMOJIHWI €€ IOCJIEAHIOI BOJIO U
BCTpETHJICA ¢ Hel nepen cMepThio. Cam abbat Marrepuik HacTauBaeT Ha ATOM.

Maunbuuk X0Ten BO3pa3uTh, HO HACTABHUK KOPOTKUM YKECTOM OCTaHOBUJI €rO.

— Ecnu Thl — B 4yeM 51 04eHb COMHEBAIOCh — HE CMOXKEIllb M0Ka3aTh Ha McnbITaHusIX BCero, Ha
YTO CHOCOOEH... a Ha YTO Thl CIIOCOOEH, MBI 3HaeM... a0bat Marrepuk TOTOB CAENaTh B TBOUX
Oymarax ocoOyro momeTKy. Ha mMoif B3ruisiz, 3To y)ke HeMano. A Thl KaK JyMaemib?

['MyieoH rMOTHYN HECHAaAKOro 4asi ¥ C BBI30BOM IIOCMOTpEN Ha yuuTend. ['7a3a y manbuuka
ObUIM HEBEPOSITHOIO roJiyooro IBeTa — TOYHO IOJ LBET KEJIAHHOM JIEHThL. DTO MPOJ0JIKAIOCh
JIMIIb MUT, TOTOM ['M/1€0H OTBEN B3I U TUXO B3IOXHYII.

— KoneuHo, BbI ipaBbl, cBATOM oTell. [Ipocto MHE HEMHOTO He 1o cebde. S ke CoOBceM He 3Haro
06a0ymky. MHe cka3anu, Kak €e 30BYT, sl MOJY4YMJI OT Hee HecKoJbko nuceM. llpocTure, HaBepHO,
BaM Ka)KeTCs, 4To s {yMaro ToJbKo o cebe... Ho VcnpiTanus — 310 JU1si MEHS Tak BayKHO!..

I'uneon npukycuin ry0y. B Hem mina 6opb0a.

— 3Ha4uT, g ye3:Kal0 CEro/IHs M0CJIe NOMYIH? — 3TH CJI0BA SIBHO JAIUCh MaJIbUUKY HEJIETKO.

— Jla, na. Ouenp xopouo, — oter] ITupc obneryenno norsnyncs. — Haneroch, TBost 6a0ymika



JOKMBET 10 TBoero mnpuesga. He comHeBaioch, oHa OyneT paja yBHAETh TaKOIO CIABHOTO
MaJb4HKa. ..

OH 1IyMHO B30XHYIL

—Kak 61 ToO HE ObUIO, ['MHT, TeOe HE MmomemaeT BHIOPAThCS KyAa-HUOYAb Ha HECKOJIBKO
JTHEH.

«O net. OnAThH».

CnoBa HacTaBHMKA HaOMHWIM ['M1€0HY O HENPUATHOM MPOUCIIECTBUH, KOTOPOE CIYyYHIIOCH
Ha JTHSX.

— CrpanHoe neno, — npojospkan oren Ilupe. — 310poBblii ManbYUMK HU C TOTO HU C CEro
JUIIAaeTCs 4yBCTB... Tbl Hac Tak nepernyran. CHOBa MOJHOYU CHUJEN 33 CBUTKAMU — WU S
omunodarch?

OH ycTaBMJICS Ha CBOIO TPyOKY, IOTOM 4yTh MOJHSAJ IJla3a M mocMoTpen Ha ['muaeona. OTo
OBbLIO YTBEPIKJIEHHUE, a HE BOIIPOC.

— S mo#imy, cBsitoit oten. Criacu0o 3a yaii.

[Iyts I'mpeona nexan B BOCTOYHOE KpbLIo. UTO mpaBaa, TO MpaBAa: eMy HE C 4ero ObLIO
nagatb B oOMopok. Ho 3To mpousonuio, npuyem mnpsiMo B MoHacThipe. 1 camoe ckBepHOE, YTO B
STOT MHT OH BBICTYNAJ MEPe] HOBBIMU MOCIYIIHHUKAMH. DTHM CaMbIM TMOCITYIIHHUKAM MPHUIILIOCH
TalIUTh €ro OecuyBCTBEHHOE Tejao B OoibHULY. [loToM ManbuuMku mocTapuie ¢ Kapom
paccka3biBainu ['M1eoHy, YTO I1a3a y HEro 3aKaTWINCh TaK, YTO CTalIH OENbIMH, a KaKOW-TO YMHUK
Jla’ke CKasall, 4UTO M30 pTa y HEro Iijia MeHa, U OH HeC KakKylo-To okoJiecully. Ilocneanee BbI3Bajio
CTOJIb OYpHBI BOCTOPT, YTO MOHAX-JIEKaph BhITHAT BCIO KOMITAHHIO U3 00JbHUIIEI. Ho B uem meno?
VY l'uneoHa HUKOTIAa HE CIy4alloCh HU OOMOPOKOB, HU IpumaaxoB. OH €1 3a ecTepbIX U BOBCE HE
KOpITeJ 10 HOYaM HaJl CBUTKaMU U (OJIMaHTaMU — MPOCTO TOTOMY, YTO €My HE OBLJIO HYXIIbI JIE3Th
13 KOH BOH. UTO-TO HEOOBSICHUMOE. . .

W I'upieoHy XOTENOCH JIMIIL OJJHOTO: YTOOBI BECH ATOT IIYM BOKPYI HETO MPEKPATUIICS.

OH Bo1IeN B CBOIO KeJblo, HEOOIIbIIYI0, HO BHOJHE yIoTHYIO. Kak ctapocta IlaToil cTymnenu,
OH TIOJB30BAJICS HEKOTOPHIMHU OJjlaraMu, HEJIOCTYNHBIMHU APYTHMM TochymiHukam. Hampumep,
OTAEJBbHOM Kelnbel. Ero poBECHUKM KUJM B OJJHOM KOMHATE BYETBEPOM, a Y MAIIbUUKOB TIOMJIAIIIE
Obl7Ia OJHA KeJIbsl Ha BOCBMEPHIX, a TO U Ha JeciarephiXx. B cBoe Bpems ['maeoHy ToXe MPHIILIIOCH
TepHeTh IIyM OOLIMX CHAJIEH M CIyllaTh, KaK €ro COCeIu KaJlyloTcs Ha CBOM Oeflbl, HO Teleph OH
Haclaxaalucs yeauHenneM. EMy HpaBMIIOCh, UTO B MOHACTHIPE BCE JKUBYT IO CTPOTHM IIpaBUJIaM U
KaKJIbII MHT pacnucad. J[pyroil ’u3HM OH He 3HaI. Bce, 4To mponcxoauio A0 TOro, Kak OH MOMall
B MOHACTBIPh, TIOUTH 3a0bJIOCH, B TAMSATH OCTAJIMCH JIMIIb TYMaHHBIE BUJICHUS, O KOTOPHIX HE OBLIO
BPEMEHH Pa3MBIIUIITh. [ 1IEOH CMYTHO TIOMHHJI CTapYIIIKy, KOTOpas OTAalla €ro CloJa MaJICHbKUM
pebeHkoM. U KTo MOKET YIpeKHYTh €ro 3a TO, YTO OH HE CIHUIIKOM CTPEMUTCS MOBUAATH €€, axe
HaKaHyHE €€ KOHYMHBI? Majb4uK MOJ03PEBaJ, YTO BCTPEYA OKAXKETCS CTOJIb K€ HEMPUSITHOM,
CKOJIb U OECCMBICIIEHHO.

OH — nyumuii U3 nociaymHukoB OplieHa, ero CYUTa0T CaMbIM OJAPEHHBIM, U HE UCKIIIOYEHO,
YTO OH CTAHET CTAPOCTON «AJBIX». A MOTOM... KOHEUHO, HUKTO HE TOBOPHJI 00 3TOM BCIyX, HO...
KOrJa-HUOy/b OH caM CTaHeT a00aToM, KOpOJb CTaHET oOpamarbCsi K HEMY 3a COBETOM, U €ro
CJIOBO OyJIeT MMETh HEMaJIbIN BEC, KOT/Ia perieHue OyIeT KacaTbCs 3TOM YacTH KOPOJIEBCTBA. . .

Ho emy HeT paBHBIX M B MHOTO POJia 3aHATHIX — B Te€X, /i€ TpeOyeTcsi ObICTpOTa, CUja U
JOBKOCTb. Tak Bce roBopsT. MHOXECTBO TIJla3 3aBOPOKEHO CIEAUT 3a TeM, KaK OH CKadyeT Ha
JIOTIIa/IA UK OeraeT HallePEeroHKH C APYruMH Maiburkamu. OH BcerJa OKa3bIBaJICs MEPBBIM, BCETAa
no6exaan. Bmo6aBok, OH BRICOK pOCTOM, KpacuB. Uero ermie xenarb?

['ieona He GecrOKOMJIM HU CaMM CIIyXH, HU T€, KTO UX pachyckajl. TeM He MEHee OH U B
caMoOM JieJie CIbIIIal BCE — JaXe Te BEIllM, KOTOpble HE MpelHa3Havdaluch s ero ymei. Ciyx y
MaJibuyuKa ObUT YIMBUTEIBHO OCTPBIM, YTO CIYXHJIO MOBOJIOM JUIsi OECKOHEUHBIX mIyTOK. Koe-kTo
nake yBepsul, 9To ['MACOH CIBIIIMT, KaK TTHUIBI JbBIIIAT HA BeTKaxX. ['maeon Becenmwics. Bor
rIIynoctk... Ho BpeMeHaMu OH U caM B 3TO BEPUIL.

W nouru He yauBHIICA, KOTJA €ro Mpo3Balld «KOJIIyHOM». ['M1€0H HEHaBUAE 3TO MPO3BUIIE,
HO OHO MPUJIMIUIO K HEMY cpa3y M HaBcerja. OcTaBanoch TOJILKO MPUHUMATh €ro Kak HEM30eKHOe,



U C BEIUKOAYIIHOW CHUCXOIUTEIBHOCTbIO NOKMMAaTh IuleyaMu. bopoThcs ¢ 3THUM ObLIO
0€CCMBICIIEHHO.

WuTepecHo, kakuMu OHU ObLIHM, ero poautenu. Kem Hamo ObITh, KakUM JapoM 00J1ajaTh,
4TOOBI IPOU3BECTU HA CBET KojayHa? Jla, 3To Tak U ocTaHercs TailHOM. 1 4yTO ¢ HUMM CIy4YHIIOCH,
OH TO’K€ HUKOTI'/Ia HE y3HaeT. MokeT ObITh, UX Yy)Ke HeT Ha cBeTe? [louemy, Kak TOJIBKO OH poJuJICs,
OHM OCTaBWIM ero OaOymike, a camu ucyesnu? Paccramuch nu oHu apyr ¢ apyrom? I'maeon
3anpemian cebe 3a1aBaTh Takue Bompockl. Ho BpeMst oT BpeMeHH, BO CHE, OHU CHOBA 3By4YallHd y
HEro B rOJIOBE. ..

Kto xe on cam?

HNHorma emy CHHWIICS KEHCKUW TOJIOC, KOTOPbIM 4TO-TO HamentbiBasl. Ho crowno ['mpeony
IIPOCHYTbCS, U OH YK€ HE MOI BCIIOMHMTbH, O YE€M TOBOpHIJIa HeBUAMMAs >keHIIHHA. OO0 3TOM OH
HUKOI'JIa U HUKOMY He pacckasbiBai. [louemy? Hackonbko OH MOr CyauTh, OHa HE FOBOpHIIA EMY
HUYEro Takoro, YTO MOIJIO BbI3BaTh CTpax WiH OecrokoiicTBo. Ilo mpaBae ckas3aTh, ITOT rOJOC €ro
ycrnokauBail. ['1eoH He 3Haj cCBOel MaTepu, HO XOTEJ BEPUTh, UTO €€ IOJI0C 3BYUHT TaK XKe.

Manbuuk 3actaBuil ce0si OTBEpHYThCS OT OkHa. I[lopa cobupaTthbes... OH OKMHYN B3IJISJIOM
Kenplo. CTEeHbl CIUIONIb YBELIAHbl ACTPOHOMUYECKUMH uepTexaMmMu. ['MeoH He CcKpbIBai, 4TO
HaOJI0IeHNe 3a 3Be3/JaMH M MHTEPEC K MHBIM MHpaM ObLIM €ro CTPacTbio, U MPSIMO TOBOPHJI, YTO
coOupaercs MOCBATUTH ce0sl HayKe O 3BE3/1aX, KOT/1a IPUMET IOCTPUT.

— YepHble AbSIBOJIBI! — pyrajicsi IOHbIN MOCIYIIHUK, 3alIUXUBasi B CBOI0 MAJIEHbKYIO KOTOMKY
CMEHHYIO0 MaHTHU0. — M 3aueM MHe 3TO HYKHO!

balyimka, KOTOpyl0 OH MOMHWJI 0Ojiee 4YeM CMYTHO, IOXKEPTBOBaja MOHACTBIPIO LIEJIOEe
cocrosinue. C tex nop kak ['ujeoH y3Has 3Ty HOBOCTb, EMY YK€ B COTBIM pa3 mpUXojauia B FOJOBY
OJIHA U Ta € MbIC/Ib: HAaBECTUTh CTapYILKY Mepe]] CMEPThIO — CAMOE MEHbIIEE, YTO OH MOXKET IS
Hee chenarh. Bceien 3a MaHTHEW B CyMKe OKa3alMCh IIafKa W IpyOble MIEPCTAHbIE PYKaBUIIbI,
KOTOpbIE BIIOJIHE MOIVIM npuroauthess B IlerpuHckux ropax. Hakonen, ManbuuMk B3IJISSHYT B
HEeOOJIBIIOE 3epPKAJI0 HAa CTEHE, YOeIuscs, YTO JJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI aKKypaTHO CTSHYThI B XBOCT, U
TOJIBKO IOCJIE ATOTO B35UI KOTOMKY.

I'omosa cagoBasi... M kak MbI coOMpaemMcsi KOpoTaTh 4achkl OJIMHOYECTBA?

MaubuuK BBITAIUI U3-TIOJ JEPEBSHHOTO TOIYaHa, KOTOPBIA CIIYXKUJI €MY JIOKEM, CBEXKYIO
MayKy TPSIMUYHON OyMaru W, BHIIPSIMIISSACH, YIAApUIICS 3aThUIKOM O paMy. ['HJieoH emie Mopuiuics
oT 00JIM, KOTJ]a 3aMEeTHJI KOe-4TO Ha MoJoKoHHUKe. KaMeHHbI# mapuk. [ 'MeoH Tak U HE BBISICHUI,
OTKyJa B3sUIach 3Ta BELIUIa, HO OHA Oblja y HEro, cToJibko OH ce0s nmoMHmwiI. Kamymiek cran s
HEro 4em-TO BpOJie TaJluCMaHa, U MaJbuuK Bceraa Opain ero ¢ co6oit Ha McnblTaHus. 3ayMyuBO
Karas TSDKENbI IIapuK Ha JIaJoHW, [MAeOoH cienus, Kak Ha €ro MOBEPXHOCTH BCIIBIXMBAIOT
Pa3HOIBETHbIE OTHEHHBbIE TOUKM — MaJMHOBBIE, 30JI0ThIE, JIMJIOBbIE, U3yMpyaHbie. [loxoxke, ux He
BUJIENl HHUKTO, KpoMe Hero camoro. OpHaxapl OH MOKa3al MIapUK MPHUSITENsM, HO T€ TOJbKO
MOKPYTHIIX Najibliamu y Bucka. Hy u nagHo. OH Buzen, ¥ 3T0 3peiuile ObLJI0 3aBOPaKUBAIOIIHUM.

Hanro6oBaBiinch, MaJIbYUK CIPSITall CBOE COKPOBHILE B TJIyOOKHI KapMaH MaHTHUU.

[laras mo xojoxHoMmy Kopuuaopy, ['maeoH mnpomancs ¢ HOCTYyIIHUKAaMHU, KOTOpPBIE
MONAIaJIUCh HABCTpPEUy, MOTOM CBEPHYJ Ha KpPBITYIO Tajepero, a Bclel €My Bcliel] HECIHCh
HacCMEILIUBbIE roJIoca:

—Yro, ygasochk cOexaTh ¢ FK3aMeHOB, | MHT?

— Ilepenasaii npuset 6alyike!

YxMmbuisisicb, ['M€0H uepe3 Tpu CTyNEeHbKU Oexkan 1o JiecTHHUIle. Bckope Kpuku U cmex
Ipy3ed CTUXJIM TO03aad. MasbuuK BOIIEN B XpaMm. OJTO OBLJIO €ro camoe JtoOMMOE MECTO B
MoOHacTbIpe. ['naeoH no0ua 3T CBOJBI, MOJ KOTOPHIMH celyac Lapuja TUIIMHA, U CTPOUHBIE
KOJIOHHBI, M IPEKPACHBIE Ca/lbl — OH HE pa3 MoMOrajl MOHaxaMm, KOTOpbI€ 3a HUMH yXakuasiu. EmMy
XOTEJIOCh HANOCIEAOK HACIAAUTHCSA IMOKOEM, IPEXKIE YEeM IPOWTH MOJ BEIMYECTBEHHOW apKoul U
oKazaTbcs B mepeaneM jasope. Tam, oxxunas ['mpeona u aepka moj y3aibl OCEIJIAHHYIO JIOLIA b,
YK€ CTOSUI CTapbli KOHIOX.

— JloOpwIii 1eHb, TOYTCHHBIN [ UHT.

— U Tebe Toro xe, Xopuc.



Jlomanky on y3nan cpasy. Kak 3q0poBo, uto emy nanu Mmneparpuiy! I'maeony yxe He pas
JIOBOJMJIOCH €3/IUTh Ha 3TOM KoObUIKEe. HpaB y Hee OBl CITOKOWHBIN, OJTHO YIOBOJIbCTBHE. FOHBIM
MOCIIYIIHUK MPOTSHYJI JO1AaAH sI0J0K0, KOTOPOE HAPOYHO COpBai B CaLy.

— Yroiaiicsa, MOsl I€BOYKa, — OH MOIJIaJui KOOBUIKY IO OapXaTHOMY HOCY M TIOBEpHYJCS K
KOHIOXY: — criacu6o, Xopuc. 1o MOs JIFOOUMHUIIA.

— Ero npeocsieHcTBO Benen mo3ad0TUTHCS, YTOOBI Y TeOst Obli1a XOpo1Ias JIoMaib, a JIydIle
Wmnepatpunipl y HaC HUKOIO HET — OTBETHJI CTapUK, IPOTATHMBas MalbuuKy NoBoJ. — B Topbe
KOpM, Ha J1Ba AHs xBaTuT. B Mepbepu npunercs nonoiaHuTh 3anackl. [la, BoT Tebe 3amucka. Orten
[Tupc noiiman MeHs O I0POTe U MPOCUJIT TEPEATh.

N Xopuc ¢ noYTUTENBHBIM ITOKJIIOHOM HPOTSAHYJ [ MACOHY CII0KEHHBIHN JIMCTOK.

I'ineon mpobesxan 3anucky riasamu. Oten [lupe nucan, 4To B 0IHOM U3 CENIENbHBIX BBHIOKOB
JIEKUT KOIIEJIEK, U COBETOBAI HE COpUTh AeHbramu. B [lerpune ['maeoHa nomkeH BOPOTUTh HEKAU
[n6put, KOTOPHIN U MPOBOJUT €r0 K JIOMY 0a0yIIIKH.

— ExaTp TeOe el nsaTh, a TO U 1IecTh, — npojonkain Xopuc — Koraa npoenems Mepoepu,
JEpKUCh TJIABHOTO TpPaKTa, a MOTOM CBepHU B cTopoHy Tpex Ozep. Ilomanmems npsmMukoM B
[Terpuk.

W crapelli KOHIOX, KMBHYB Ha IpOIIAHWE, HalpaBWiCA Npoyb. KpHKHYB €My BJOTOHKY
«Cnacu6o!», MaJIbUUK BCKOYMJI B CEIUI0, YCTPOWICS MOymoOHEee, moMaxana pyKOd MOHACTBIPIO, a
IIOTOM JIETKO yAapui KOOBUIKY KaOjlykaMu M HampaBujl €€ Ha JOpory, KOoTopasl yBEIEeT €ro oT
MOHACTBIPSI U BCETO, YTO ObLIIO 3HAKOMO U MPUBBIYHO.

[To3BonuB Mmneparpuiie Oexarh Jerkoi ppICLON U BEPTS B KapMaHe CBOM KaMEHHbIN IIapuK,
I'uneon morpyswica B MeuThl. OH NIpeacTaBiisiyl ce0s repoeM, KOTOPbI OTIpaBHIICA B OMACHBII
nyTb. OH KOMaHJOBaJI BOMCKaMH, cpaxkajics ¢ uynoBuiiamu. M Bokpyr Bcerna ObUIM SKEHIIMHBI,
KOTOpBbIE €ro 000Kalu.

EMy eme HuKorza B JKM3HM HE JOBOIWIOCH ObIBaTh nanblie Jlumona. Tak uro 3to Oynmer
M000MNBITHO — nocMoTpeTh lletpun. Bce roBopsaT, uro 0alyiika >KMBET Ha OKpauHE OT ropoja.
3HAuUT, MOXKHO Oy/EeT ycTpauBaTh JIOJITHME MPOTYJIKU U rOTOBUThCA K McnbpiTaHusM. MokeT ObITb,
HE TaK OHO BCE U IUI0XO0... Toapko OBl 6adyIka qoXKuiIa 10 €ro OThe3aa.

Bri6paBiucey Ha mumpokuil Tpakt, ['uneon cHoBa ctykHyn Mmneparpuily nsaTkaMmu, 3acTaBiiss
KOOBLIKY NMprbaBuTh mary. ['1a3a Manp4rka MeuTaTeIbHO O3UPAJIH MOJIS, PAaCCTHIIAIONINECS CIIpaBa
U cjeBa OT JOPOTH, a Majiblibl U caMHu cOOOM nepekaTbiBaiu Kamyuiek. Buesanno ['mpeoH nowsi,
YTO KaMyllleK CJIOBHO HanuBaeTcs TemioM. CTOMJIO MOKpemnye CKaTh €ro B pyKe, U IpexHee
CBETJIOE HACTPOEHUE CMEHWJIOCh TPEBOTOM, TEM CMYTHBIM UYYBCTBOM, KOrJa Thl HAauMHaEllb
JoragbpiBaThes o JoBylike. OIHAKO Yepe3 MUT BCe MPOoLLIo. [ uAe0H yCOKOWICS, OIYCTUII IOBOJ U,
naB Mimneparpuiie HEeMHOTo cBOOO/IbI, ITYCTUJI €€ TajoIoM.

Kamemek 3akaTuiics Ha JHO KapMaHa, @ BMECTE C HUM U TPEBOXKHbIE MBICIIH.

— OTO MPOCTO HEMBICIUMO! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa MaJleHbKasl IbIIIEeYKa.

— Caymaii, Jlaypun, kakoe 4yz0... 5 Obl Mecsil| K MyAUHTY HE IPUTPOHYIACh, €CIIU OBl 3a 3TO
MEHS YBE3JIM OTCIOJIA, OT 3TUX KHIKEK W CBUTKOB, — B3JIOXHYJIA DMUJIIHM, CIUMHCTBEHHAS! HACTOSIIIAS
nojpyra Jlaypus.

JIeBOYKH TOJAPYKUJINCh, KOTJa UM ObIO MO 1ATh JieT. Kaxmas MCKpeHHe CTpeMuiiach
MOJUICPKUBATh ATy NPYXKOy W BHJENA, YTO HE OJMHOKA B 3TOM >KenaHuu. OcoOeHHO DOMuiIu —
HEKa3WCTasi KOHOIATasl MPOCTYIIKA C TOpYAIlUMH, Kak y Oenku, nepeanumu 3ydamu. JIr000BB
JlaypuH corpeBaa ee, Kak COJIHIIE.

Kaszanocs, JlaypuH M30 Bcex CMJI CTapaeTcsi CKPBITh KPacoTy, JAHHYIO €l OT POKICHHS.
Koneuno, ¢ 6ompmimMu, TIyOOKO MOCaKEHHBIMH CEPO-3€JICHBIMHU TJa3aMH HUYETO HENb3sl ObLIO
cnenats. OHAKO €€ TYCThIe 30JIOTUCTBIE BOJIOCHI OBLIM BCErJa TIiIaJKO 3adecaHbl Has3al, 4TOOBI
HUKTO HE 3aMEeTHJI, KaKk OHH OnecTsT. JlaypuH cTapanach Kak MOXHO MEHBIIIE ABUTATHCS U HUKOTa
He oTKasbBasa cebe B exe. [loBapmxa XxBaimiaa ee 3a XOpOUIMHA amNIeTHUT, W 3TO OblIa camas
MCKPEHHsIS IOXBaJia, KoTopyto JlaypuH xorga-nubo ciblimana.

OnHako B 3TH THH O HEW TOBOPHII BECh MOHACTBHIPh — O €€ HEAKKyPaTHOCTH U JIETKOMBICIINH,



XOTsI, €clii pa3oOparbcsi, BUHBI Jlaypun B 3TOM He Obuto. Heckompko mHed Hazam, cuas B
MOMEUICHNUH 15l TICPEMICYNKOB, OHA BHE3AITHO JIMIITMIJIACH YYBCTB M BBUIMJIA YSPHUIIA HA PYKOITUCH,
¢ KoTopo# pabotama. K cuactpio, depHunpHuna Oblma moutu mycrtod. Korma Jlaypun 0e3
KaKuX-1100 BUAMMBIX IPUYMH BHE3AIHO 3aMmepiia Ha CTyjde, y OMWIN Hadajach ucrtepuka. Tem
BpEMEHEM JIEBOUKA 3aKaTuJja IJia3a, CTajla XBaTaTb PTOM BO3/yX, a 3aTeM 0e3 YyBCTB yIaja MpsiMo
Ha IOJIpYry, U 00e oka3aiuch Ha noiy. B urore cnenyroniue nsa nus Jlaypus nposena B 00JIbHULLE,
rae ¢ Hee He cnyckanu rias. [Ipu atoM cectpa beHUT He myckana K HEMl K HEe HHKOTO, KpoMe
OMuUIM, Ja ¥ TOW HE MO3BOJISAJIA 33JePKUBATHCA y MOCTENU noApyru. BrnpoueMm, yem Obl HU ObLI
BBI3BaH 3TOT 0OMOPOK, JlaypuH yke MOJHOCTBIO onpaBmiack. Eciu pazoOparbcsi, OHa PEKPAcHO
YyBCTBOBaJIa ce0s cpasy mociie Toro, kak mpunuia B ceds. Oqnako Hacrostensauna ['upTorckoro
MOHACTBIPSI TOCIICINIIA COOOIMTH 00 3TOM ciy4yae 6abymrke JlaypuH, kotopas xwia B [lerpune.

Kpome 0abymiku, poIHBIX y JI€BOYKH HE OBLIO, a O € POAMUTENSIX HUKTO HUYEro HE 3Hall.
[TochuTBbHBIN BEpHYJICS C MUCBMOM OT 0aOyIIKH, B KOTOPOM CTapas JamMa BEXJIHBO, HO TBEPIO
npocwia, 4roOel JlaypuH mo3Boswim oTmpaBuThCs B [leTpuH, Kak TOJBKO OHA JOCTaTOYHO
OKpemHeT Ul TyTemecTBHs. J[eBouke cienyeT HECKOJIbKO MHEH MOJBIIATh YHUCTBIM TOPHBIM
Bo3ayxoM. Ha camom pgeme »9T10 Obula He Tmpockba, a TpeboBaHME, Kak CKazaja
Matb-HacrosArensHuna, koraa Jlaypus nomnsitanack BO3paxarsb.

— Jlaxxe 51 HE cMer0 CIIOPUTH ¢ TBOer 0alymikoit, Jlaypun. OHa mUIIET, 9TO OYeHBb XOUeT TeOs
BHJICTh, a T€OE CTOMT HEMHOTO OTAOXHYTh. OHa >KEpTBYET MOHACTHIPIO CTOJBKO neHer! Ha stum
JCHBI'H MBI €IMM, OJieBaeMcsl. biiarogapsi mo>kepTBOBaHHSIM HaIl OPJIEH. .. Hy, 51 ObI HE Ha3Baia 3TO
mpoiBeTanueM, Ho... Ecnu He ommbarock, Tel HE Buaena 0a0ymKy oquHHaaIaTh JeT? JlaBHO mopa
€€ HaBECTUTb.

[Tpexne yem JlaypuH MOHSIIA, YTO MPOMCXOJNT, €€ BEIIM ObUIM COOpaHBI, a caMa OHa yXKe
exajia B IIOBO3KE Ha CEBep, IJIe el MpeACTosI0 MepececTb B dKumnax. Jlaypun Oblia B ApocTH — MO
mpaBJie TOBOPs, HE 3Has, modeMmy. [la, pacctaBanwe ¢ DMHWIN — 3TO YXKacHO. 3aTO MOHO OyIeT
OTJIOXHYTh OT OECKOHEYHOTO TepenuChIBaHus pyKomuceii! MoHacThIph ObLT €if HEHAaBUCTEH, XOTS
OHA CYHTAJIACh OJHOW W3 Jydymmx mnepenucuuil. B rmybune mymm JlaypuH mopo3peBaia, 4TO
I00beTCsl ycrexa B 4eM yroJHO — CTOMT TOJBKO 3axoTeTh. HO Tymo mepenuchiBaTh CTpaHUILY 3a
CTpaHHMIICH, U3 KHUTH HA TIEPraMeHT. .. DTO He JJIs Hee.

Her, ecTp Bce-Taku o/1Ha 3aa4a, ¢ KOTOPOU €l HE CIPABUTHCA.

Jlaypun Obula O4Y€Hb OJIMHOKA W HUYEro HE MOIJa ¢ 3TUM nojenaTh. Eil Ob110 0MHOKO 663
MaTEepUHCKOM JTFO0OBH, OMHOKO 0e3 ceMbH. M3 Bcex oOMTATENbHUI] MOHACTHIPS TOJIbKO y Jlaypun
He ObUT0 HU OpaTheB, HU cecTep. B penkue mpasgHUYHBIC JHU TO YYBCTBO CTAHOBHIJIOCH OCTpEE.
Ecnu Obl He Omunu... HaBepno, Jlaypun morzna Obl MpOCTO HMCYE3HYTh, U 3TOTO HUKTO ObI HE
3aMEeTHUII.

Ona HeHaBuzena 0a0ymiKy, O KOTOpoW Marb-HacrosTenpHWIIa OT3BIBAJIaCh C TaKUM
yBakeHHEeM. UTo 310 3a 6alymika, KOTOpasi HUKOTJa He HaBellaeT BHYYKY, JaKe MUIIET el peaKo?
Jla ¥ oT mHceM Jierdye He CTAaHOBWIJIOCH; IO HHUM Ja)Ke€ HeJlb3st ObUIO MOHATH, KTO OHAa Takas, 3Ta
TauHCTBEeHHas1 0alymka. Her, oHM Tak W ocrtaHyTcsi 4ykuMu. Kakue 4yBCTBa, KpoMe TpE3pEeHH,
MO>KHO HCIIBITBIBATh K 0a0yIlIKe, KOTOpasi MIPUTBOpPsiETCS 3a00TIMBOIM POJICTBEHHUIIECH, HO Ja)ke He
AyMaeT, 4TO JIEBOYKE HYXHO HEMHOTO TeIlla — JEBOYKE, KOTOpas BHIpOCIa M CKOPO CTaHET
KEHITUHOM?

Koneuno, Jlaypun He mnpusHaBaizach B 3ToM jaxe cebe. OHa mmia MO KU3HHU, Kak
Habo1aTeNlb, MaJI0 MHTEPECYSICh YeM-IM00 U KeM-JIM0Oo, KpoMe CBOEW MOApyXku Omuiu. Eif
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE MPOUCXOIUT IOMUMO €€ BOJIH, Oe3 ee yyactus. OHa Oblia B 3ToM Mupe uyxoi. U
BOT CHOBA: €€ HACWJIbHO OTHpaBUIM K 0alylike, KOTOpYHO OHa mpe3upaeT. XOoThb Obl crapyxa
yMmepiia, He JT0KIaBIuch ee npue3na! Eiie MoxxHO mompoOoBaTh 3201y IUTHCS — TOBOPAT, Oa0yiika
XKUBET B Jiecy. JlaypuH He Kazanoch, 4To 3TO yepecuyp. OHa KopoTana BpeMs, MpeAcTaBisis, Kak
Oynet Opomuth cpenu rop. Iloxkanyii, paad 3TOr0 CTOMIIO OTIIPABISATHCS B MyTh. HaBepHO, CTOUT.
[To kpaiineit Mmepe, MOKHO OyZeT MOOBITh B OAMHOYECTBE. DTO y JlaypuH Moaydanoch Jydlie BCero.

JleBouka ycMeXHyJIach, BCIIOMHHAsI OT3bIB B y4eOHOH BetoMocTH. «Moria ObI CTaTh BOXKIEM,
ecni Obl TIpOsIBIsIa OOJIBIIE BHUMAHUS K JKM3HM MOHACTHIps»». UTo 310, mryrka? Kakoil u3 Hee



BOX6? KT0 3axouer 3a Helt noitu? Ee HUKTO HE M100UT, Kpome DOMuiu. bosee Toro, ¢ Hel Oosibiie
HUKTO He Xo4eT BoauThcs. [IpaBna, B mocienHee BpeMsi OHa pa3MblILIsia O My>KUYMHaX U KU3HU 32
CTeHaMH MOHacThIps.. BooOiie-To, Aymarh 0 MoJ0OHBIX BeLlaxX IPElIHO, HO KTO CKa3all, YTO OHa
npuMeTr moctpur? Jla, To-To Bce yIMBSTCS, KOTJa y3HAKOT O ee pemeHud. Jlaypun cobupanach
ctpancTBoBaTh 1o Illopenny. Moxer ObITh, cTaTh ucapeM. BoT 3to xu3ns! MHTEpecHo, a ecnu Ha
Hee KTO-HHOyIb MoyioxuT ria3? Kro 3HaeT, BIIOONSIOTCS JIM MY)KUMHBI B TOJCTymiek? Jlaypun
CKOpumiIa rpumacy. B oquH mpekpacHbIi 1eHb OHa BCTPETUT TAaKOro. JTo OyAeT 3amedareinbHbIN
YEJIOBEK, CHJIbHBIN, YMHBIN, — YETIOBEK, KOTOPBIN CITIOCOOEH BeCcTH 3a co00il apyrux. OHU MOTH00ST
Jpyr Ipyra, 1 eMy He OyJeT Hy)KHa HUKakas >KeHIIHHbI, kpome JlaypuH. 1 oHa He OyneTr TOJICTOM.
Omna OyneT Takoi e KpacaBHIICH, KaK €€ MaTh.

Bbonbiue Becero Jlaypun sroOuna cuners rae-HuOyAb U AymMaTh O TOM, KAKUMU ObLIIM €€ MaTh U
oten. Orery ObUT MOJIOH CHJI, CMEJI U XOpOUI cO00M, MaTh — HEBEPOATHO KpacuBa U cTpoiiHa. OHH
0e3yMHO JIOOWJIM Jpyr Apyra, HO Ccyapba pasiyduia WX, MO3TOMY WM IMPHUIUIOCH MOKUHYTH
€IMHCTBEHHYIO JI0Yb. A MOXXET ObITb, OHU NOTUOJIM B OOBITUSIX APYr Jpyra, U 3Ta CMEpTh Oblia
y)KacHa M mnevainbHa. Kak Obl To HM ObUIO, MOCIEAHHME CJIOBA, KOTOPbIE MaTh TOBOpUJIA CBOEH
COOCTBEHHOUM MaTepu, TOW caMOW TAaWHCTBEHHOW 0alyiike, OBLIM OJHU W T€ XKE€: «1103a00ThCs O
Jlaypun». BoT xorma meuta mpeBpamanack B kommap. [lozabotecs o Jlaypun! OTtnpaBps ee kak
MO>KHO Jajibllle, YTOOBI XKUJIa, OJJMHOKAs ¥ HEJI00NMasi, Cpean KEeCTOCEPACUHbBIX KEHIIUH, KOTOpPbIE
HE YMEIOT MpoLIaTh!

[ToBo3Ka ¢ TPOXOTOM KaTWiach Mo Jopore. JlaypuH gocTtana U3 BEpXHEro KapMaHa Kpyriblid
KaMEHHBIN IIapuK, U Ha JyIllIe cpa3y CTalo CIHOKOIHee — Kak Bcerjaa. ToJbKo BOT CTPaHHO: KOrja
KaMyllleK ycrea Tak Harperbcsi? JleBouka IoBepTena €ro B pyKe, IJsAs, Kak €ero riajakas
MIOBEPXHOCTh IepearBaeTcs pa3HbIMU 1BeTamu. Kpome JlaypuH, HUKTO 3THUX IEpENIUBOB HE BUJIEI,
HO 3TO U K JIy4IlIeMY: JJIsi BCEX 3TO ObLI IPOCTO KaMeHHbIN Imapuk. KameHnp kak kameHb... Ho y
Jlaypun Obuia emie oJHa NMPUYMHA MM JIOPOKHUTH: OH CBs3bIBaJ ee ¢ poautensmu. Korna ona
MosiIBUJIach B MOHACTBIpE, IMpPU HEW Obula TOJIBKO KOTOMKAa C OJEXKAOH M ITOT KaMeHb.
Martb-HacrositenbHuia pacckasbiBaia, uto Jlaypus npuHecau B ['UPTOH XOJIOJHBIM 3UMHUM JTHEM,
0o0JIbIIIE JECSTH JIET Ha3a/l, ¥ IapuK ObLI aKKypaTHO BLIUT B OJIHY U3 €€ pPyKaBUYEK.

OxBaueHHasi CTPaxOM M CMSTEHHUEM, XPYIIKasl YEThIPEXJICTHsS JAEBUYILIKA IJlakajda yacaMu U
HECKOJIbKO MeEcCALeB He MorJia npuiditu B cels. Kazanoch, y Hee TOJNBKO W ObUIO YTEIIEHHUs, YTO
KaMEHHBIN IIapuK, KOTOPbII OHA HE BhIITycKasa U3 pykK. Bee atu roasl Jlaypun He paccraBanach co
CBOUM cokpoBulleM. Jljis Hee OH ObUI BOIUIOLIEHHUEM Iyl €€ MaTepu — rjae Obl ee MaTh HHU
HaxoJuiach U keM Obl HU Obl1a. Bo BCsikoM cityyae, 1eBOUYKE HPaBUIJIOCHh TaK TyMarTh.

3a pa3MBILUICHUSIMM OHAa HE 3aMeTWIa, Kak HpuOblia B ropoi. JleHp Obul macMypHbBIM H
TyMaHHbIM. JlaypyH NOMOIIM BBIMTH W3 MOBO3KH U MPOBOJMWIN K OojbiIoMy skunaxy. I[lotom k
HEel MPUCOEMHUIOCH €lIe HECKOIbKO YEJIOBEK: JKEHIIMHA, KOTOpasi HEIpephIBHO OoJiTana ¢ AByMs
CBOMMHU JIOYKAMH, U OYEHb BBICOKHI MOKUJION TOCIOANH, KOTOPBIM, Ka3aJ0Ch, HU HA KOTO HAa CBETE
He oOpaman BHUMaHus. Bot u cnaBHo, noaymana Jlaypun. Ilyre o Ilerpuna 3aiimer Tpu 1HS, U
BCE ATO BpeMsi OHa coOupaliach MOCeA0BaTh €ro NpuMepy.

JleBouka jocTana U3 KapMaHa MaJIEHbKYIO KHHXKKY CO CTUXaMHU U CIpsATanach 3a HEH, Jenas
BU/I, UTO MOTPY>KEHA B MU CJIOB.

W3 cBoero ykpwITHs OHa BBIXOAMJIA TOJBKO JUISl TOTO, YTOOBI OECTh BMECTE C MOMYyTYUKAMU
WK 1nocnarb. J[eBOUKM MbITAINCH 3aroBOpUTh ¢ JlaypuH, HO Korja MX MONyTYUIA NPUHSIACH
paccyxaarb 00 SMUIAEMHM YyMbl U O TOM, MOXXET JIM OHA PaclpOCTPAHATHCS Yepe3 BOJHBIE
Iperpajapl, MeuTaM o JpyxkOe MpHIlesa KOHell, Jake eciau TakoBble umenu Mecrto. [locne cBoeit
tupansl Jlaypun 3amermina Ha rybax cocema Jierkyro yiablOKy. [loxoxke, cTapuk Toxe He JIFOOWI
MyCTYyI0 OOJTOBHIO U MAacTepCKU yMeJd OTOMBAaTh Yy COOECETHUKOB OXOTY BTSTHMBATh €r0 B TaKHE
pasroBopsl, a B JlaypuH yBuaen HEKoe mojoOue ceds — Kak Pe3yuK BUIUT TOTOBBIM MpEIMET B
rpy0oii 3aroToBKe.

JHu kazanuch AoJruMu U cKydHbiMH. Hakowen, Jlaypun nonsina, no Iletpuna ocranoch
COBCEM HEJAJIEKO. DKHUIIaX OIYCTEN: MaTh CO CBOUMHU OOJNTIMBBIMH JI0UKaMu colia B BepOane, a
cTapuk — emie panbiine, B JuBune. s Jlaypun 3T0 HE MMeNo 3HAYEHUS: OHA BCeTa MpeObIBaja B



OJIMHOYECTBE.

B nentpe Ilerpuna 3xumnax ocTaHOBWICS, JIaypyH BBIILIA U TYT K€ YCIbIIIANA, KAK KAKOK-TO
YeJlOBEK OKJIMKaeT ee nmo uMmeHu. HaBepHoe, 310 mouTeHHBIH ['10puT, KOTOpBIM JOKEH ee
BCcTpeTuTh. Tak ropopuiia Mate-HacTostensHuna.

— Hy, BoT MBI 1 ipuexanu, — npodopmoTana cede noja Hoc Jlaypus u ckop4uiia eMy rpumacy.

MmaBsa 13
MocnaHue Apro

['uneon BeimpsiMuwiics B ceie U notaHyiacs. Onu ¢ Mmneparpuneil ToJIbKO 4T0 MUHOBAIH
ropojickue Bopota [lerpuna. Majibuuk oCTaHOBHII KOOBLITY M OCTOPOXHO CJI€3 C HEE — OH €Xall BECh
JI€HB, a JI0 3TOTO LEIYI0 HOYb U 0KUAAN HE CaMbIX NPUATHBIX OLyleHn. HexoTopoe Bpems toHbIN
MOCJIYILIHUK PACCESIHHO pa3riisblBall CTEHY TEMHOIO jieca, OKpyxatoiero Ilerpun, motom nomoran
rosioBoi. U 4uro oH 31ech nenaet? Mimmeparpuiia u3gaina THX0€ pyKaHUE U TOKE MOTHYJIA TOJIOBOM.
Ei1 x0Tenock B KOHIONIHIO, TJI¢ THXO W MOKOWHOM.

— I'mpeon I'MHT? — yenoBeK, KOTOPBIM MOIOIIEN K HEMY, CHSUI ILJISANY M IIUPOKO YJIBIOHYIICS.
['uyeoH ynpIOHYINICS B OTBET, KUBHYJ U MEPEKUHYJ CYMKY, KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO YTO CHSUI C CEIyIa, Ha
Jpyroe Iie4yo, YToObl MOKaTh HE3HAKOMILY PYKY.

— Mewns 30ByT Uitaitn ['210put. Y MeHst HeOobII0e X039UCTBO B TEX MECTaX, I'/1€ AKUBET TBOS
6abymka. S Tyt cobpasncs B TOpoja, BOT OHA M MONPOCHIIA BaC BCTPETUTH... Y TEOS TOJIBKO 3TOT
MEIIOK, ¥ OOJIbIlle HUYEro? — OH CHOBa ynbIOHYJCsA. — HaBepHo, y TeOs elie AeHBI'H OCTAIHCH. ..
HAJI0 € MOCTaBUTh JIOIIA/(b B KOHIOUIHIO. .. BEPHO?

['ineon ObuT 03a7aueH.

— Jla, MOYTEHHBIN. .. BCE MOM BEIIH... BBIIN €le BbIOKH, HO TaM HUYEro HeT.... M-M-M... HO
s puexai oJuH. 51 He 3Har0, KOro BbI JKJETE. ..

— DTO U eCTh Ta KOObIIa? — epeOmIT €ro KOHIOX, KOTOPBIN MOAOIIET K HUM.

— JloOpwlii Beuep, AHTHC, — OTKIUKHYJCS [ n0pur.

I'mpeon Opocuiics McKaTh ACHBIH, KOTOpble nan emy oter [lupc. 3a Mmmeparpuneir Hamgo
OyZeT MpUCMOTPETh, IOKa OH HE BEpHETCS B MOHACThIpb. OH Hayaj IIapUTh MO KapMaHaM, U €ro
najbllbl HaIynaau kaMmenb. Hudero cebe! [llapuk moutu oOxurai pyky.

— Tak roe genwsru, I'mat? — 1o6poaymIHO OcBeaOMMIICS ['9n0puT, mociae 4ero moBEpHYIICS K
KOHIOXY, KOTOpBIN yke B3su1 UMnepatpuily nof y3ausl. — Kak TBos xeHymika, AHruc?

VY I'mneona nmotemHeno B 1i1azax. ['yOpuT u AHruc npoaoiiKainu 00aTaTh, HO T/Ie-TO JAJEKO,
a ’Kap, UCXOJSIIUN OT KaMHsl, 3aTOIIsieT Bce BOKpyT. Kaxkercs, kaMeHb 0 ueM-To mpenynpexaai. B
rojioBe mpo3Byyano cioBo «Tamnmunop». Ho TyT BTOpas pyka Hailynajia MOHETbI, I MUp CHOBA CTall
MPEeKHUM. ['MIEOH MOHAJ, YTO ero Oyaylui MpPOBOKATHIM W KOHIOX Tapaliarcs Ha HEro BO BCE
riasa.

— Bce B nopsiake, napeHsb? — ['310pUT JIETOHBKO BCTPSIXHYJI €T0.

— M-M-M... 0-0... 2-3-3... mpoctute. IIpocture. HaBepnoe, g mnpocro ycran. [onras
nopora... — ['MJEOH HATSHYTO paccMesycsi, NPOTAHYA AHIUCY JAEHbIM M IOCIENOoBal 3a
[Mn6putom.

Onu 3a0panuck B CTapyl0 Telery, B KOTOPYIO ObLIM BIPSOKEHbI JBE HE MEHEE cTapble
jJowaau. I'meoH CHOBa CyHYJ PYKYy B KapMaH, HO Telepb KaMeHb ObUI 4yTh TEIUIbIM. Tem
BpEMEHEM Hauyajio CMEPKaThCsl, 3aMOPOCUJI 10K Ib.

— Hukak He Mory M30aBUTHCS OT 3TOW IpeKpacHOU mapsl... — Taparopui Witaitn [=n06pur,
MOKa4YMBasiCh Ha Ko3yax. — [loHnMaenib, 3T0 MOM NEpBbIE JOIIAMIM. . .

I'uneon He mepebuBain. CrioBa CKaTHIBAJIMCh C HEro, KaK KallId JIOXKIsA C JyOJI€HOW KOXKH.
[IpenocTaBuB BO3HMIIE pACCKa3bIBATh O JIOMIAJISAX, OH MOTPY3UIICS B pa3MbIILIEHUS. YTO CIIydnsoch
¢ kamMHeM? HaBepHO, HUYEro CTPAIIHOIO... a MOXET ObITh, €MY CJIEJOBAJIO IOYYBCTBOBATH
OMAaCHOCTb... WU Ja)Ke MOHATh, YTO caM KaMeHb ornaceH. Ho HeT: Koraa JepXullb 3TOT LIapUK B
pPYKE, CTAaHOBUTCS CIIOKOWHEE. .. M XOPOIIO, YTO OH TAKOW TETUIbIi. B 3TOM omymennu Ob1710 4TO-TO
yloTHOe, 6e3omnacHoe. Beerna.



A 49TO OH ycubIman?

['iyieoH HampsHKEHHO BCIIOMUHAIN, BBIXBAThIBAJI U3 MaMsITH OOpBIBKU CIIOB U MbIciell. I’ ie-to
3a cteHou noxas Oyonwm [ noput. OH pacckaspiBall, Kak MalieT Ha CBOUX Jiomaakax. Eciu Beputh
€ro CJI0BaM, OHU TSAHYJIH ILTYT C TAKOM CUJION, UTO OH pe3all 3eMJII0, KaK MacJIo.

— TannuHop, — npoienTai oH BO ThMY.

— M-M-M... 4T0 THI cKazan? — nepecnpocuii [ 3n0puT, menkas KHyTOM HaJl TOJOBOM JIOIIAH,
KOTOpas 11lJIa IIEPBOM.

— Her, audero. IIpocto... noBTOpsAI0 BONpOCkl. Y MeHs ckopo McnbITanus.

[Toxoxe, [aOpuT ciyman cBOero rocts Tak K€ BHUMATEIbHO, KAaK TOT CIYyLIAl €ro.
PasroBopsl mpekpatuiuck camu coboi, nmotoMm [an0put 3amen Oaminany o ABYX BIIIOOJIEHHBIX,
0e300xHO TIepeBupas cioBa. ['maeon pamoBaics, 4To n30aBieH OT HEOOXOIMMOCTH MO IICPKUBATH
Oeceny.

Korma Ttenera ocrtaHoBunach nepen mnoctosuibiM JBopoM «Ilactyx u colaka», yxe
HakKparnbIBaJl JI05K/1b. BripoueM, MOCTOSsUIBIM JBOPOM Ha3BaTh 3TO 3aBejeHHe OblIo TpynHo. [Ipocto
TPaKTUP C KAMEHHBIMH MOOENEHHBIMU CTEHAMHU, 0]l COJIOMEHHON KpBbIIIEH, C HU3KUM IOTOJIKOM,
CTOJIMKaMHU M3 IOTEMHEBILErO JEpeBa... U OYapOBATEIbHON KpPacOTKOM, KOTOpas cTosja 3a
cToiikoi. Ee MWiblii METPUHCKHUI aKIEHT U OOTAruBaromias OJy3Ka ¢ BEChbMa CMEJIBIM BBIPE30M
3acTaBuiu ['MeoHa MCHOBEHHO 3a0bITh O CTPAaHHOM IPOMCLIECTBUH, NOTOMY YTO C HUM CaMUM,
MIOX0’K€E, TPOUCXOIUIIO TO K€ CaMO€, YTO U ¢ KaMHEM. MajbuuK YJIBIOHYIICS, U KpacaBulla OTBETUIIA
LIUPOKOH YIIBIOKOM.

— A BOT u Hama BenukoJenHas [ nmopusi, — mpousnec [»n0put, mpoOupasich MEXAy CTOJIHUKOB
— B TpakTupe ObUIO MOTHO Hapody. — Mbl He Oyaem ocTaHaBiauBathes, [ op. SAmpocTo 3a6epy oaHy
JlaMy C JIEBOYKOM, U MBI TIOEIEM.

— A MBI He yCIIeeM BBIIIUTH [0 KPYXKEUKE JIsl, TOUTEHHBIH [ 310put? — ¢ HaaexX10i KpUKHYI
eMy Bciien ['uaeoH.

I'mopust paccmesuiack u kuBHyna. [loxoxke, oHa yXe 3aMeTHiIa Ha MajlbuuKe OOJIadeHHe
MOCIyITHUKA-(pepeHnaHnIia.

— TeOe nyuuie BRIMUTH GPYKTOBOTO MyHIIIA, — 3aMETHIIAa OHA.

Heckonbko cuAEBIINX PSIIOM MYKYUH YCIBIIIAIN 3TO U TOXKE PACCMESUINCh, HO COBEPLICHHO
0e331100H0. B TpakTtHupe mapuiao Becenbe, IiaBai TabauyHbIN IbIM. [ MI€OH HACHaXAaJcs, U KOTIa
cHoOBa nosBuiICcs ['310puT, eMy nmoka3anock, 4YTo BpeMsl POJIETEN0 CIUIIKOM OblcTpo. KpecThsiHuHa
COIMPOBOYK/alla MaJ€HbKasl JKEHIIMHA, TOIAs, KaK MajKa, YbH TEMHbIE BOJOCHI ObUIM CTSHYTHI Ha
3aTbUIKE B TYTOM IMYyYOK, M IyXJIEHbKas JeBYYIIKa B OOJAY€HHWU MOCITYIIHULBI ['MpTOHCKOTrO
MoOHacTbIps. Bun y 1eBouku OblT HECUACTHBIH.

— IIpuser, — oknuKHy" ee ['naeoHn.

JleBouka 4YTO-TO MpoOBOpYaja B OTBET, HO €€ CJIOBAa IMOTOHYJAM B XPHUIUIBIX T0JIOCaxX
MIOCETUTENIEH, KOTOPhIE XOPOM 3aTSIHYJIM KaKyl0-TO HETIPUCTOWHYIO MECHIO.

— Iloka, I'mopus, — nmpomenTan ['HIeoH U nomencs 3a CTPAHHOW KOMIIaHUEH, B KOTOPOM OH
HEMOHATHO moyemy okazaics. Camo co0oil, ['mopus ero He yciblana, HO 3aMeTHIIa, KaK OH
romaxai pyKou, U IOJMUTHYJIA.

«Crnopro, eif 0bl 3TO U B rOJIOBY HE MpHILIO, OyAb 5 B pydalike M Oprokax», — MOIyMal
I'uneon. Jlo cux mop oH, KajkeTcs, HUKOI/Ia HE lyMall O TOM, 4TO KU3Hb 3a MpeJielaMi MOHACTBIPS
U BCE, UTO OHA CYJIMT, — 3TO HE TaK yX mi1oxo. Hanpumep, MOKHO MPUTKHYTHCS K TaKON JIEBYILKE,
kak 3ta ['mopus... [Ipu 310 MbICIIM OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI CI1a00CTh B KOJICHSIX.

CHapyXu BO3AyX CTaHOBUWJICS BCce 00Jiee ChIPbIM U XOJIOJHBIM, BedepHee HeOO MOTEMHENO U
HaIlOMHHAJIO I[BETOM YepHMJIa. ['MJIe0OH axke He MOT 0JII000BaThCS CBOMMU JHOOMMBIMU 3BE3aMU
— MX CKpPbUIM TsDKEJble Tyud. JIOXkAb JMJI KaKk U3 Belpa, U BPEMEHU Ha LEPEMOHUU U CBETCKYIO
OOJITOBHIO YK€ HE OBbLIO.

— berom! — npoTpyOun ['n6put. ['Mneon, cam He moHUMas!, YTO JIEJNAET, CXBATHII IEBOUYKY 32
PYKY, U OHM CJIOMsI TOJIOBY MOMYaJIUCh 4epe3 IBOp. Bckope oH yke momoran cBoed CIyTHUIE
3a0paThCs Ha TeTery, a [ 3n0puT HaTATHBA HAJ UX TOJOBAMU XOJIIIOBBIN MOJIOT.

— Mens 30ByT ['HlI€OH, — BBIMAIMII MaJIbYUK. — YECTHO TOBOPS, S TOJIKOM HE MOHUMAIO, YTO



3nech nenar. Kaxercs, y MeHs 3aHemoriia 0a0yiika, 1 MHE HaJl0 ee HaBeCTUTh. OHa )KHUBET IJe-TO
HEMO/IaJIeKy.

W ou BbITEp CO N106a 10KEBBIE KaILIU.

— 0-0! — ynuBIE€HHO BOCKIMKHYJIA JIEBOYKA.

['>n0puT rpoMKO MPUKPUKHYN Ha JIOIIaJed, CHOBA 3alel BO BECh I'0JIOC, U pa3roBapuUBaTh
CTaJI0 HEBO3MOXHO.

— Mens 30ByT JlaypuH, — TOJIBKO M yCIIena IpOJIeNeTaTh JEeBOYKA.

Ckopo nopora cHOBa nobesxasia 1o nojsm, u ['3a0puT BCIOMHUI PO CBOUX FOCTEH.

— Kak s nmonumaro, Bbl pOJICTBEHHUKU, — KPUKHYJI OH, 3arilyliasi IIyM JO0XIs. — 3Ha4uT, Bac
3HAKOMHUTB HE HaJ0. [ maeoH, 3To mMost xena, [xun. Ckopo mpueneM K Barieil 6adyiike, TOJIbKO BOT
TEMEHb, XOTb I'JIa3 BBIKOJIH... HE MMPOCKOUUTH Obl TOBOpOT. He Bo3pakaere, ecnu s Oyay CMOTpPETh
Ha J0pory, a He Ha Bac?

OH 4TO, M ¢ HEH, U CO MHOU pa3oM TOBOPHUT? ['MAEOH 3amymaiics, MOTOM MEPETISHYICS C
Jlaypun. Ona, noxose, To’k€ HU4Yero He noHuMana. Majbuuk 1oskaj riedyaMu, YKpaJKkoi moBepTel
y BUCKa ¥ KUBKOM yka3ai Ha ['an6puTta. K ero obneruenuo, 1eBouka yiblOHYIaCh.

Jxun [>n6put ciioBHO B poT BOABI HaOpaia, €€ cynpyr To OpaHWiCs, TO YTO-TO GopmoTan
cebe moxa Hoc. Tenera cunTana KOJJOOWHBI, U OJMH Pa3 €€ TPSAXHYJIO TaK CHIbHO, 4yTo ['mieon
MIPUKYCUJT SI3bIK.

Hakoner ['3n0puT ycrokouics.

— A-a, mpeKpacHo, He MPOIYCTHJI! — TOPKECTBYIOIIE MpPOKpuyan oH. Pe3kuil moBopoT — u
Tejera rnokaruia o y3koi TpornuHke. Baaneke yxe mepuanu oKHa MajieHbKOTO JOMUKA, U3 TPYOBbI
BECEJI0 BAJIWII JIbIM.

Jlomagu ocTaHOBMIIMCH Ha MOKPOM JTyXalike repesa T0MOM U KajJo0HO 3apkaiu. MM siBHO He
TEPHENOCh NOCKOPEE OTIPABUTHCS B TEILTYIO CYXYIO KOHIOIIHIO. ['MAECOH ¢ yIUBJIEHHEM CMOTpEI,
kak ['»n0puT momMoraer 1eBOYKEe BBUIE3TH W3 MOBO3KU. A OHAa-TO 4yTO 31ech 3abbuta? Ho nuBeHb
CTAaHOBMJICS. BCE€ CUJIbHEE, U celyac HaJo ObUIO IMOCKOPEE YKPBITbCS, HE TpaTsi BpEMEHU Ha
paccrpochl. [letn oOexanu BOKpYr TeJerw, 4ToObl 3a0paTh CBOM TMOXUTKH M I00JIaroapuTh
MoTHaIuBYIO JKUH, KOTOpasi TOJbKO KMBHYJIAa M3-10J moJjiora, a ['maeon noxan ['adputy pyky.
Bo3suuia cremnmi oMo He MEHBIIIE, YEM €ro JIO0UMBIE JIOIIA .

— He crout 6naromapaoctu, mapens. [IpaBo... — on noxmnoman Jlaypun no mieudy, — He ctout
O5arojapHOCTH, MOS ieBouKa. Tenepr cama cripaBUILbCS, WM IPOBOIUTH T€Os 10 ABepU?

Jlaypun yxe coOupasack OTBETUTb, 4YTO CIpPABUTCA caMma, KOrja JBEpb JOMHKa
pacnaxHyiach, 1 B IpOeMe I0Ka3ajlach HEBbICOKAsl OJHOBATAas! KEHIIIMHA.

— Bce, netku, nopa. [lepenaiite 0adylike MOKJIOH U U3BUHEHUS, HO S CIIENIy. 3ariisHy 4yepes
napy nHe. M Bcero Hamimydiero.

['>1n6puT 3a0pascs Ha MOBO3KY U YCTPOMJICS PSAIOM C JKEHOI.

['ineon pemni, 4Tto cran KepTBOil KakoW-To myTKu. Her 3To mpocTo Kakoi-To BceoOIuii
3aroBop... Ho uToOsl 3TOT cTapslii 3anyaa [lupc Ham kem-to moamryuuBan? OgHaKo JOXKIb JTHI U
['MeoHy HMYEro HE OCTaBaJIOCh, KPOME KaK MOJXBATUTh KOTOMKY M OeroM OpOCHUTHCS K JABEPHU.
Korna onu ¢ Jlaypun okazanuce no Kpelei, ['3a0put ¢ cynpyroit yxe yexanim.

Ecmu 61 I'mneon cynynm pyky B KapMmaH, OH HaBEpHsKa 3aCThII Obl Ha MECTE: KaMCHHBIN
IIApHUK MOJBIXAT KapoM U OWJICS TOYHO MasleHbKoe cepaie. Ho ceifuac pyka Manpumka Kacajaach
J0KTs JlaypuH — OH MOJAJIEp’KUBaJl CBOIO CIIYTHHUILY, 4TOObI Ta HE IMOCKOJb3HY/IAach. [leTu He Ha
LIYTKY BOJIHOBaIMCh. HO He TOJNBKO OHM: CTapylika MpHUKpbIBaja pOT JaJ0HBIO U HE CKpbIBaja
cie3. Korga getu nmondexanu K HUM, OHA pacKUHYJa PYKH M 3akiounia o0oux B o0bsaTHs. OHa
OKa3ajach TaKOW MaJIEHbKOW, YTO UM MPUILIOCH HAKIIOHUTHCSL.

Hakonen, 0a0y1ika BeITYCTHIIa CBOMX MaJICHbKUX [OCTEN, CMaxHyJa clie3bl U MPOCHsLIa.

— JloOpo moxanoBaTh T10MOH, IETH.

I'iyeoH, OKOHYATENIBHO CMEMIABIINCH, MPOUYUCTHI ropiso. Hamo ObLIO0 4TO-TO CKaszarh, HO
yt0? OH nmocMmoTpen Ha Jlaypun. JleBouka TOe BBITIIsIIeNIa TOTPSICEHHOM, HO 3TO OBLIO MOTPSICEHUE
MHOTO poJia: ee 3eJIeHbIE IJ1a3a CBEPKAJIU OT SIPOCTHU, TYObI CHKATHI.

Crapyiika npoBesna UX B KyXHIO, I'JIe BECEJI0 NMOTpecKkuBasl oroHb. Ha meun Beceno Oynbkan



KOTeJ, a OT apomara noxyiebku y ['mmeona 3aypyano B xuBoTe. Kak oH maBHO He en! Crapymika
O6opMoTasa 4To-TO YIOTHOE U JaCKOBOE, HO MUp Lapuil Hepoiro. Jlaypun He Bblaepxkaa.

OHa pe3KuM JBM)KEHMEM OTKMHYJIA MOKpbIM KamtomoH. Oka3aloch, YTO €€ 3aThUIOK
MIPUKPBIBAET OENBIH MJIaT, KAKOW HOCST MOCIYIIHUIBI [ MPTOHCKOTO MOHACTHIPSI.

— Crnymiaiite, 94To 3/1€Ch TBOPUTCA? — BEIKpUKHYJA oHA. — CHadama MEHsI 3aCTaBHJIM TAIUTHCS
B TaKylO Jlajib, 4TOObI MOBHATh 0a0yIIKy, KOTOPYIO S MOYTH He 3Haw. [loToM Kakoil-ro OOJITYH,
KOTOPOTO 5 Y>K TOUHO HE 3Hal0, BCTpEYaeT MEHs, TalllUT B TPAKTHUP, /1€ AbIIIATh HEYEM, OCTABIISET
CO CBOEH JKE€HOM, U3 KOTOPOH CJIOBA HE BBITSHEIIb,  TENEPh S I0JKHA TO3HAKOMUTHCS. .. ¢ TOOOI!

Omna raeBHO ocMoTpena Ha ['uaeona.

— Kak s moHumaro, Tel — MO OpaT, KOTOPOTO sI HUKOT'/Ia HE BUEJA U PO KOTOPOTo JaKe He
pasy B KU3HH HE CIIbIIaal

[Toxoxe, neBouka 3aBeslach HAJOJI0: HAuyMHajla OHA KyJda THUIIE, YeM 3aKOHYMJIa, U
OCTaHaBIMBaTbCs He coOupanack. OAHAKO cTapyllka CIIOXHWIAa PYKHU, CIOBHO B MOJIMTBE, U
KOCHYyJIach I'y0 KOHYMKaMu naiiblieB. J[BHkeHHEe ObUIO MSTKHUM, IJIaBHBIM, HO MCIOJHEHO TaKoi
TOP>KECTBEHHOCTH, 4TO JlaypuH yMoJIKIIa — MpaB/a, pa3paxeHHO (PbIPKHYB HaIOCIIEOK.

I'mpeon cHoBa oTkanunsuics. OH 4yBcTBOBan cedst coBceM HenmoBko. Hamgo Obuto 4TO-TO
CKazaTh, a B TOJIOBY HUYEro MNOJXOJSIIEro He Npuxojawio. JlaypuH Bce ele Kulenaa THEBOM.
Masnbuuk He pa3zensil ee 4yBCTB, HO ObLJI BOBCE HE MPOTUB 0O0bsicHEeHUI. OH 3aIlycTuil NMajblbl B
CBOIO MOKPYIO IIEBETIOPY U MPUTIAAUI €€, TOuHO rpedneM. Crapymika yibpI0HyIach.

— ThI Tak IOX0K HAa CBOETO OTLA, MOM MAJIBYHK. .. — IIPOLIENTAIA OHA.

Ha cBoero ortma? I'mpeon Obim o3amaden. Crapymika cpa3dy MOHpPaBWIACh €My, HO 3Ta
TauHCTBEHHOCTb pa3/paxana.

— M-M-M... mpoctute... Kak Bac 30ByT?

— 3oBute menst Coppenb. Jlymaro, moka BaM OyJIeT IpoIie 3BaTh MEHS 10 UMEHHU.

VYnpi0ka y Hee OblIa Takas Terias, 4Tto ['maeony moka3anoch, 9TO OH 3alllUIIEH OTO BCeX Oel
Ha cBete. OJIHAKO OH TBEPAO PEIII BO BCEM pa3o0paThCs.

— MHe nmoueMy-To Kaxkercs, 4To s Bac 3Hat0. Ho, eciin yectHO, HE MOMHIO, ToueMy. Moxer,
Bbl O0OBSCHUTE, YTO CIyYWJIOCh... — OH MoKocwicd Ha Jlaypun. — Ham... D-3-3... TO ecTb... MHe
CKa3aJiy, YTO Bbl OYEHb TSHKEJIO OOJIbHBI M XOTENIU BCTPETUTHCA CO MHOMU IMEPE. .. 3-3-3... CMEPTHIO.
Tenepb s He 3HAIO, YTO U JyMaTh. Y MEHS HET POAHBIX, U g NEPBBINA pa3 CIbBIILY, YTO Yy MEHS €CTh
cectpa... He 3Haro, mouemy nouteHHslil ['310puT nprBes Hac cro/ia, IOUYEMY Bbl IPUBETCTBYETE HAC
TakK, CJIOBHO MBI JJOJLKHBI APYT Ipyra 3HaTh. ..

— S Bce oObsicHio. Ho BBI mpopenanu TakoW IONTHNA TyTh, 3aMep3iH... U, HABEPHO,
nporoJioianuch. Moxer ObITh, CHayasa noyxuHaere? 5 cnenuaibHO 175 Bac TOTOBUJIA.

I'uneon pasrasabiBan crapyimiky. Ee Boiockl HamoMuHanu LBETOM cepeOpo M Obuin
aKKypaTHO coOpaHbl Ha 3aTbuike. Kpyrioe JMUMKO cUsI0O AOOpOTOH M MOKOEM; Ka3alocCh, OHO
HUKOI'/Ia HE BhIpakaJlo HUYEro, KpoMe PaJloCTU U TOTOBHOCTU IIOMOYb €CJIU HE JIEJIOM, TO CIIOBOM, —
KaK U Kapue Ija3a, B yrojkax KOTOpbIX Bce ele Onectenu cies3bl. HaBepHo, el net cto. Hecmotps
Ha CBOIO TIOJIHOTY, OHAa BBITJIAJETA XPYINKOHW, MoYTH Oe33amuTHON, HO He OosbHOU. B koHIE
KOHLIOB, 4TO eMy TepATh? [louemy Obl HEe MOTAKOMUTHCS ropsAYeil MoxyIeOKoM mocie mecTH THel Ha
BSUICHOM Msce U cyxom xjebe? Coppenb cama ckazaja, 4To Bce OOBSCHHUT TOTOM. [maeoH
YIIBIOHYJICS U BCTaJ, Npeasiaras CBOX MNOMOLIb.

Jlaypun yctpousiack Ha JIpyroM KoHile ctoja. OHa TOXe MporoJjiojanach, ycraiaa, a sipocTh
TOJIbKO OTHMMaJla Yy Hee cuiibl. MajeHbKasi cTapylika, IOX0Ke, He jKejlajla UM 3ja — HaoOopoT,
CTpeMuJach OKPYKUThb CBOUX rocteil 3a6otoil. Hakonen, Jlaypun Toxe pemimia, 4yTo HE CTOMT
npeHeOperaTtb TOCTENPUUMCTBOM. OTOT ['MaeoH, pemmia OHa — OJUH M3 TE€X OMEP3UTENIBHO
MPaBUJIbHBIX MaJbUMKOB, KOTOPBIX TaK MHOTO cpeau (pepeHnanneB. ToJIbKO NOCMOTPUTE, C KAKOU
PasiocThIO OH y4yacTByeT B 3ToM (hapce... OaHako B riyOuHe aymu JlaypuH noHumana, 4to FOHbIN
MOCITYITHUK BeAET ce0s Kyaa Oosiee TOCTOMHO, YeM oHa cama. Matepu-HacrostensHulile Takoe He
noHpaBuTca. BoT-BOT, Temepb moMoraer 3Tod MHHMMOW Oalylike HakpblBaTh Ha CTOJ. A OH
CUMITaTHYHBIM, BHe3anHo noHsuia Jlaypun. U 310 Toke He moHpaBurcs HacrosarensHune. Y Hee
HacueT JlaypuH yxe ecTh IUIaHbl — IJaBHOE, YTOOBl OHA HOCKopee npuHsAiaa noctpur. U toraa



Jlaypun yxe Hukynma He nenercsa. JlagHo... JleBouka 3actaBmiia cebs HE AymMaTh O MOHACTHIPE.
XBAaTUT C HEE HBIHEIIHUX CI0KHOCTEH.

VxuH oxazancs BocxuTuTenbHbIM. Hu T'mpeon, Hu Jlaypun eme He mnpoOoBaiiv Takoi
MoxJIeOKU, WU MaJbYMK HE MpeMHUHYJI ckazath Coppernu Bce moaodaroliue cjioBa 01aroJapHOCTH.
’Kapkoe OBLIIO COYHBIM, a JOMAIIHHWK XJieO BOOOIIE BBINIC BCIKUX IMOXBajl — C 3TUM HE MOrja
nocnoputh faxke Jlaypun. Jletu ymueranu 3a o0Oe Liekd, a cTapylika yiblOajlack U CMOTpena Ha
Hux. HakoHen, Ha cTOJe MOSBUIICS TOpSAYUil MUPOT C PPYKTaMU U KYBIIMH I'YCTBIX CIMBOK, KaKHe
MO>KHO OTBEJIaTh TOJBLKO B JIEPEBHE.

Hacnaxnasice enoil, pedsra He 3ameTwid, KakuM 30pkuMm cran B3rsin Coppenb. OHa, B
OTJINYHME OT CBOUX FOCTEH, HE yITyCKajla HUYEro.

['uyieoH — BBUIMTHIN OTell, O KpaiiHeill Mepe Ha BUA. B 1eBouke KUIUT cuia. JTa cujia 1noka
TauTCs TOJ CIyIOM — COBCEM Kak y MarepH, JDnuccaniapbl KBuH. Mabllliky TpyqHO Ha3BaTb
KpacaBullel, HO co BpeMeHeM... CTOUT elf HEMHOro MOXYAETb, U KaXKJblil y3HAeT M3bICKAaHHBIE
YepThl DIIUCCHI.

Coppenb cocpeoToumiIach U NpeacTaBuila, Kak KacaeTcsi pazyma MajibuuKa. [ MIeoH, TOJIbKO
YTO YBJICYEHHO IMOEAAIOIIUNA MUPOT, MEepecTayl *KeBaTh, YIbIOHY/ICS. YIIbIOKa crana paccessHHOM,
IIOTOM BCTPEBOKEHHOM... O a, OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, Aa)K€ BAalu OT TayuinHOpa... XOpOIIUi 3HaK.
UYro xe kacaercs Jlaypun, To Coppesnp MOIJIa JIMIIb OLIyHIaTh €€ Cuily. JleBouka 3acioHuia cBOi
pasyMm IuTOM, Jaxe He oco3HaBas 3toro. [IpekpacHo. [loxkanyi, He ciemyer mpoaoKaTh, YTOOBI
HE MOBPEIUTHh JeTKaM. TeM BpeMEHeM MajbuMK M JIeBOYKa HErpoMko OecenoBanu. ['maeon
pacckassiBan npo depennanckuit opaeH, Jlaypun — npo ['mpron. Coppens pemmiia, 4T0 UM HaI0
HeMHOTo0 ycrokouTtbes. Kak pa3 nmopa youpats co crona. Mx nocnenHue CriokoiHbIe MUHYTHI. . .

Crapymika 3ayMYndBO TIOKadayia ToJ0BOM, U ['MaeoH cpa3y 3TO 3aMeTwi. Y MaibuuKa ObLT
30pKHUI I1a3.

— S mory Bam nmomoub, Coppeins?

— He nano, moit masibumk. Ilocuau y orus u norosopu ¢ Jlaypus. S cama npubdepyce, a norom
MIPUCOEUHIOCH K BaM.

Jlaypun yxe ycTpownach y odara, TOYHO KOIlKa, W Haclaxjauach TemioMm. [‘uaeon
MIpeIoYes KPpecio HalpoTUB, CTapoe, HO YIOTHOE.

—Yrto THI 00 5TOM Aymaenib? — MICMTHYJ OH, KUBKOM yka3aB Ha Coppenb, KOTOpas ceidac
CTOsJIa K HUM CITMHOM.

— He 3Hato, 4TO ¥ 1yMaTh, — SI3BUTEIHHO OTO3BaJIach AeBOYKa. UTo MbI 371ech enaeM? Kto Tel
takoit? M xto ona? [1nams npeucnoanei. ..

['MeoH yKOpU3HEHHO 3all0Kajl SI3bIKOM, OJTHAKO KPEMKOE CJIOBLIO B €€ yCTaX MPOU3BEIO Ha
HEro HewsriaguMmoe BredatieHue. Jla y craporo ab66ara Marrepumpka manbiibl ObI B Tamouykax
CKpyTHJIO!

— Cornacen. Bce 310 Tak cTpaHHO, HenoHsTHO... Ho mHe kaxercs, uro 3ta Coppenb —
BrioJiHe Oe300muaHas crapymika. B mro0om cimydae, HaM JeBaThes HeKyAa. JlaBail mociymraem, 4To
OHa CKaXKET, a YTPOM PEeLINM, KaK ObITh JajbllIe.

— A BApYr OHa MOJCHIIET HaM COHHOT'O MOPOIIKA B yail, a MOTOM 3akomnaeT B Jiecy? OTKyna
THI 3HACIIb?

['MeoH BHe3amHO MOHSJI, YTO y €ro coOeceqHUIbl OUYeHb KpacuBble ria3a. M BooOuie oHa
IIPEXOPOIIECHbKAs!, XOTS U MOJIHOBATA... MOXeT ObITh, €ro 1mo3adaBuiia 3Ta MbICIb, & MOKET ObITh,
cioBa JlaypuH, HO OH OT AYILLIU PacCMESICS.

— CmMmex B crapoMm TuxoMm Jome... Kakoe uyno, — tuxo nporosopuina Coppenb. Huxrto He
3aMEeTUJI, KaK OHa MOJI0ILIA K ovary.

['ieoH ckopums rpumMacy, CJIOBHO €ro 3acTajy 3a KaKMM-TO HENPUCTOMHBIM 3aHSTHEM, a
JlaypuH 3axuxukana. Manp4uK y:Ke€ HA4MHAJ €1 HPaBUTHCA.

[ToynoGuee yctpoumBmmcs B kpecie, Coppenp mpotsHyna Jlaypun moaymky. Crapyiika
Jepxaa B 00eux JIAZJOHIX KPYXKKY C TPaBsSHBIM YaeM, U BUJ Y Hee ObLI1 TOPKECTBEHHBIH.

— OTOI HOYBIO S JIOJDKHA BaM MHOIO€ OOBSCHUTH, — Ka3aJloCh, OHA MPOU3HOCUT PEUb WU
YUTAET CBALICHHBIN TEeKCT. — Paccka3 OyneT nonrum. 3akivHAaIO Bac: BBICIYIIANWTE BCE 1O KOHLA U



He nepeOuBaiite. OT TOro, KaKk BHUMAaTelIbHO Bbl OyzeTe ClyllaTb, MOXKET 3aBHCETh Ballla )KU3Hb.
Oto OyneT A Bac HACTOSIIIMM HCIBITAaHHEM. MOKET ObITh, Bbl YCIBIIIUTE YTO-TO TAKOE, YTO Bac
Hamyraet. Ho Huuero He 6oiitech. S3aeck it TOro, 4ToObI Bac 3alUIIATh.

OHa MHOTrO3HA4YMTEIBHO CMOJIKJIA U NIOCMOTpEa Ha JIeTei, KOTOpble TapalluiuCh Ha Hee,
COBEPUICHHO NOTPSICEHHBIE.

— A Teneps cirymianre.

B ouare musicanu s3bIKM IUIAMEHH, JIOKIb BBHIOMBAJI M0 OKHAM CBOIO MepHYIO JipoOb. [loka
Coppenb He 3aKOHYMIJIA CBOIO UCTOPHIO, HU ['MieoH, Hu JlaypuH HE IPOU3HECIH HU CJIOBA.

Hakonen Bce cMOJIKJIO, JIMIIb YHBUIO Kamajia BoJa C KPBILIM Jia BbUI BETEp, — KOrJa ycIemn
KOHYUTBCS N0XKIb? [Iponuio MHOro BpemeHu, oqHako ['myueony Oosbliie HE XOTenoch cnatb. OH
OBLIT CMYIIICH, 03a/1adeH U B30ymopakeH. Bce 3To cnmumkoM HEBEpOSITHO, YTOOBI OBITH MPaBIoOi, HO
[IOYEMY CTapyIIKa TOBOPUT TaK YBEPEHHO?..

JlaypuH nepBoii Hapymusia MOJIYaHuUE.

— Bbl xoTHTE, 4TOOBI MBI BaM NOBEPUJIM U cUHUTaiIM ce0s OpaTtom u cectpoil? Bel xoture,
9YTOOBl MBI MOBEPWIH, OyITO MBI POIJWIMCH B APYrOoM MHUPE U YTO HAIIU POJUTENN CIIOCOOHBI
TBOPUTH BOJIIEOCTBO? W UTO BBI TOKE yMeeTe TBOPUTH BOJIILIEOCTBO M HAC CIOJIa JOCTaBUIH?

Crapymika KuBHYINa, ¥ JlaypuH nmouyyBcTBOBaJla, Kak MO cruHe npoleraer xoioaok. Kak ona
HeHaBuuT 3Ty Coppenb! Hu ogHOMy ClOBY M3 €€ paccka3a HENb3sl BEpUTh... HO TOTJA OTKyna
CTapyllka 3HaeT Bce comHeHus Jlaypu, Bce ee crpaxu? OTKyna 3HaeT, UTO OHA BCEM YyXkasi, 4TO
eil Hy)kHa CeMbsl, UTO OHA OTYASHHO >K€JaeT 3HaTh, KTO OHA Takas U MOYeMy €€ OpOCHUIIM COBCEM
Manenbkoit? Ilociie 3Toro maxxe pasroBOpbl O APYrOM MHUPE HAYMHAIM TOXOJWTH HA TPaBHY.
Jlaypun He xoTena cebe B 3TOM MpHU3HABAThCS, HO e ctaio Jerde. M BoBce oHa He cTpanHas. OHa
IIPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO HE UMEET HUUEero o0uiero ¢ ' MpToOHCKMM MOHACTBIPEM.

— BbI cymacuesmias? — X0JI0AHO CIPOCHIIA AEBOYKA.

— Mue Obl x0Tesoch ObITh cymaciueiet, Jlaypun. Torna Tel Morna 6b1 CHOBa IEPENUCHIBATD
CBOM PYKOIIHCH, a I'nieoH — 60pOoThCs 3a rojyOyto JIEHTY, KOTOpasi eMy TaK HYXHa... U HOJy4YUTh
ee. 1 mbl OBl Bce 3axuiu no-npexkHeMy. Ecnu Obl 51 Oblia cymaciie/iieid, MHe He MPUIIOCh Obl
IyMaTh 00 MCHBITAHUU, KOTOPOE JKJIET Hac.

— «Hac»! — Jlaypun noutu kpuuana. — Bl roBopure Tak, CJIOBHO Y MEHsI HET BbIOOpa!

— BpiOopa HeT HU y Bac, HU y MeHs1, MOsl ieBouKa. Bair orert 30BeT Bac 10MOM.

— Oren! 3T0 €I0BO MPO3BYYANO, KaK IIEBOK. — Y MEHS HET OTLA, NouTeHHas. MlHaue oH ObL1
OBl PSZIOM M HE OTKa3ajcsi Obl OT MEHS.

CrnokoiictBue Coppelib TOJBKO pacnasiio ee.

— ¥V Hero He O0bU10 BbIOOPA, Jlaypun. Mel nonanu Ovl B pyku MuxBu3zutopa ['ota u noru6iu,
HO MHE yJ1aJl0Ch IIEPEHECTH Bac B O€30MacHOE MECTO.

I'uneon pemmn Bmematbes. JlaypuH BHoJiHE Morja yJaapuTh crapymky wid... OH yxe
MIpe/ICTaBUJ, KaK €ro cecrpa ¢ BOIUIEM BbIOEraeT B HOUHYIO TeMEHb. JI€BOUKY TPSCIO OT SPOCTH,
rOTOBOM BOT-BOT BBIIUIECHYTHCS HAPYXKY.

— JlaypuH...

—Yto? — oHa pe3ko oOepHynach. JTO ObUI BBI30B: — 4YTO, OpaTHIlKa, CyMEellb MEHs
YTUXOMUPUTD?

— JlaBaii nonpocum Coppelib 10Ka3aTh, YTO 3TO MPaB/aa, — TUXO MIPOrOBOPUII OH, CTapasCh HE
et Ha crapymky. OH BHUJEN TOJIBKO MpeKpacHble Tiaza JlaypuH, ciplian, Kak oHa TSKENO
nepeBoauT ayx. — [lycTb 4To-HMOYIb MOKAXKET — YTO-HUOY/Ib TaKoe, 4YTOObI Mbl IOBEPUIIM, YTO 3TA
uctopus npo Hac. CornaceH: oHa OoJibllleé HAallOMMHAET IIyNylo ckasky. Ho mHe mouemy-To
kaxkercsi, yto Coppeinib — HUKakas He cymacuiesmas. [lo npaBne roBopsi, MHE B MOHACTBIpE BCErJa
ObUIO HEMHOTO HeyroTHO. Kak Oynro s Hocuit 4yxyro onexay. [a, s 611 Tam cuacius. Ho yto-TO
MHe roBopHuT, 4yTo Coppenu HaJ o J0BepATh. Sl ynuparoch, HO HUYEro He MOr'y I0/ieaTh: MHE OUYEHb
XO0YETCsI B 3TO TIOBEPUTD.

Jlaypun Oplna rotoBa copBatbes. OHa mocmotpena Ha Coppenb, CHOBa HU [ 'HMaeoHa — Tak,
CJIOBHO >K€J1aJla UCHENENIUTh UX B3TJISIOM.

— Tsl XOTh caplIMIIL, YTO ToBOpUlIb? TOJIBKO 3TUM BEYEpOM ThI CTPOMWII IJIa3KU JEBUIIE,



KOTOpas MOJAET 3Jb B TpPakTUpE. A Ternepb IOTOB... OTIPaBUThCA B MHOM Mup? Tl Takoil xe
cymacueIIni, Kak U OHa, [ u1eoH.

Ona nompaunena, Ho ['myneon 6bi1 3TOoMy paj. Koneuno, JlaypuH oueHb He 1O HpaBy €ro
CJIOBa, HO OHA rotoBa ciymarb. Hamo Tosbko monoxaath. Coppenb, Kaxercs, 3aapeMaia, XOTs
MaJb4UK JIOTabIBAJICS, UTO 3TO HE TaK.

Hakownen Jlaypun nojssmia ria3a U ocMOTpeIia Ha Hero.

— Cornacna. Ilycts qokaxer.

['uneon ynbIOHYICA, HO €ro cecTpa ObICTPO OTBEINA IJIa3a.

— Coppenb... Jlaypun cormacunack. Jlokaku HaM, 94To MBI — Opar u cectpa. [lokaxwu, 41O
CBSI3bIBAET HAC C TBOEH ucTopuei o Topkune u Dimcce.

Crapy1ika OTKpbUIa IJ1a3a U ¢ HEXKHOCThIO TocMoTpena Ha ['uneona u Jlaypus.

— I'mpueon, ckaxu MHE, 4TO THI B3I C COOOI, He cuuTas OJEKIbI.

Bormpoc 6b11 Takoit CTpaHHBIM, YTO MaJIbYuK pactepsuics. OH 3amoprail, He MOHUMas, O YeM
UJET peub, U NePeepHYII IIeUaMu.

— Hy... yronpHplil KapaHjaml, HOBYIO Mayky Oymaru... OoJipiie Hu4ero. S He Opan HuUYero
muiHero, Coppenb, — OTBETUI OH, IOYEMY-TO UyBCTBYsI c€0s1 BUHOBATBIM.

— Ilogymaii momy4ie. A 1moka Tel JyMaellp, 5 3a1aM TOT ke Bonpoc JlaypuH.

JleBouka (bIpKHYIIA.

— SIB3s1a TOJBKO CMEHHOE IUIaTh€ U KHUTY CTHXOB, KOTOpbIE HE COOMparoch uuTaTh. Bbl
npourpanu, Coppeb.

['uyieoH HanpspKeHHO JyMal, U TYT €ro pyka cama KocHynachk Bojoc. llumika. .. oH ynapuics,
KOTI'/Ia [10JIE3 1O KpoBaTh 3a Oymaroi. ..

W oH BCHOMHWII PO KAMEHb.

— He 3Hato, HackoiIbKo 3T0 BaxkHO, Coppernb, HO s B3sUl ¢ cO00I BOT 3TO, — MAJIbYUK CYHYII
PYKY B KapMaH U JocTan cBoe cokponuie. [llapuk cHOBa ObLT TEMJIBIM, @ Pa3HOLIBETHBIE IIEPEIIUBBI,
Ka3aJI0Ch, CTAJIH SIpyY€ U CJIOBHO HAIOJHSIM KAMEHb.

— 0-o0! — BockimkHyna JlaypuH... W TyT e moxkanena o0 3Ttom, motomy uro Coppenb u
I'mpeoH nmoBepHyIUCH K HEH.

— A 181, JIaypun? — ¢ ynbIOKoii cripocuiia cTapylika u KUBHYJIA.

Hasepno, 3Toro He crowno aenath, HO JIaypuH CyHyJia pyKy B KapMaH W BbITAIllWJIA CBOU
mapuk. Hu pa3y 3a BpeMs )KU3HM B MOHACTBhIpE OHA HE MOMHMJIA, YTOOBI OH OBbLI TAKUM TEIIbIM, a
L[BETA TaK CHUSUIH.

I'uneon Tapamwics Ha wapuk JlaypuH, a oHa — Ha ero. MajabuuK HE MOT MOBEPUTH CBOUM
riazaM. KameHb Obl1 €IMHCTBEHHOI Bellblo, KOTOpasi Oblia MPU HEM C JIETCTBA, a MOXKET ObITh, U C
TeX Nop Kak OH poauics. Kaxercs, oH HUKOI/Ia HE PacCTaBajCs C KaMYLIKOM, CJIOBHO TOT U
BIIPSIMb MIPUHOCKJI yAaudy. Bemib, KoTopas HU Ha 4TO HE MOX0’Ka, U JPYrod Takoil HET U HE J0JKHO
ObITh BO BceM Mupe! OJTHAaKO Yy I€BOYKH OKa3aJICsi TOYHO TAaKOH K€ KaMEHb.

Jlaypun Toxe Oblila HE Ha UIYTKY 03a/la4eHa.

— MHe roBopuIy, 4To OH ObLJI BIIUT B MOIO OJIEK/Ty, KOT/1a MEHSI IPUBE3JIM B MOHACTBIPb.

Ona HapO4HO HE cKa3aja, Ky/la UMEHHO OblI BUIUT KaMeHb. Tak OHa MOWMaeT CTapylo BEIbMY
B JIOBYIIKY.

Coppenb ynbIOHYNIAach, KaK Y€JI0BEK, BCHOMHHUBIIUI YTO-TO MPUSATHOE.

— Jla Mos neBouka. SIBmmia ero B OJHY M3 TBOMX pyKaBMYeK. Tbl roBOpuWia, 4TO €CIIH
CMOJKEUIb JIeP’KaThCA 3a HETO, €CJIM OH OyJeT y TeOs, Thl CMOKELIb BCIO JOPOTY HE IUIaKaTh.

Eme nHeckonbko mMuHyT JlaypuH nymana, 4to He Morja Obl CUJIbHEE HEHaBHJIETh CTApYXYy.
Oxka3biBaercsi, 3TO ObUIO BO3MOXKHO. BHe3amHO OHa BHE3allHO BCIIOMHHWIJIA, KaK CcTosjla Ha
OJIEJICHEBILIEW TOpOre, KaKk IPOHM3BIBAIONIMN BETEp 3ayBajl € IO IUlall, KaK OHA LEeIUIIach 3a
0a0ymiKy 1 ymoJsisiia He Opocathb ee. Jlecarsh JieT OHa He BCTIOMHUHAJIa 00 ATOM, 3aTHaB MyYUTEIHHOE
BOCIIOMHWHAHHE B CaMblil JAJIbHUM YTOJI MAMITH U HE NIO3BOJISAS €My BO3Bpamarbes. TOIbKO 4TO OHA
MOKJISIach Obl YEM YrOJIHO, YTO HUKOTJIA B >KU3HU He Bujena Coppelnb, HO Tenepb BCe BCIOMHMUIIA,
1 3TO OBLIO Y)KacCHO.

I'mpeon mepexuBan Heuto nogodOHoe. [Toka Coppenb pacckassiBaia Jlaypun mpo ee KaMeHb,



OH BHE3AITHO BCIIOMHMJI MaJbIIIKYy, C KOTOPOW Koraa-to urpai. JleBouky. JKuByro, TOJICTOLIEKYIO,
CMEIIHYIO JIEBOUKY, KOTOpask KayKJblil IeHb OOHMMaJIa ero U TBepAuiia, Kak JitoOuT ero. Kak MoxHO
Ob110 Takoe 3a0bITh? [loyemy oH 3206117 JTO OBLIA ero cectpeHka. OH CTOsT y 000UMHBI IOPOTH, a
ero cecTpeHka riakana. OHU Mpomanuch. EMy TOXe MpencTosuio yexaTh, ero TOKe OTIPABISLIIN B
MOHACTBIPh, HO €T0 HACTABHUK JOJDKEH ObLT MpHUEXaTh 4yTh MO3Ke. Jla, Termeph OH BCE BCIOMHIIT —
TakK, CIIOBHO 3TO OBLJIO BYepa. Y Malb4HKa BIPYT EPEXBATHIIO JIbIXaHHE.

— JlaypuH... 4... 51 Te0s IOMHIO.

— Hert! — 3akpuuana ona. — He moxet ObiTh! Thl MHE He Opart!

— Br1 O6pat u cectpa, — Coppenb SIBHO HE LIyTHIIA, UcUe3fa Jake ee J00poayIliHas yiblOKa. —
Bel ponnmuce onuH 3a apyrum. Tel nosiBwica nepsbiM, ['mneon, u Topkun ['mHT, TBOM oTel,
nepskan Teds Ha pykax W miakai. Torga o gan tebe uMsa. A motoM poaunack Thl, Jlaypun. U 3o
ObUIO Kak 4yno, JapoBaHHOoe Ooramu. OH cCKa3ajl, YTO HUKOIZA B XKU3HU HE BUJEI HHUYErO
IpeKpacHee, YeM ThI.

JlaypuH ¢ TpyaoM crioTHyia. MHOTHX €€ pOBECHUI] YK€ Ha3bIBAIN «XOPOMICHBKHMM» a €i
HUKTO He ToBopmi aaxe Takoro. M Botr Coppenb yTBep)KIaeT, 4To OTel, o Kotopom JlaypuH
CTOJIBKO MeUTalla, CIUTAET €€ CAMBbIM IIPEKPACHBIM, YTO €CTh Ha CBETE. ..

Crapy1ika CJIIOBHO YCIIbIIIaia €€ MBICIH.

— 3Haeulb, JlaypuH, TBOsI MaThb — OHa Kak KyKOJIKa. XpyIKasi, BOCXUTUTENbHAs papdopoBas
KYKOJIKa, a ThI, KOTJ]a POJIMIIAaCh, OblJIa OYE€Hb Ha HEE MOXO0XKa.

Ot10 Obulo crnumkoM. JlaypuH BexnumHyna. ['MACOH MOTSHYJICS K CeCTpeHKe, OOHSI ee U
Kpernko mpuxan Kk cebe. OH Toxke mnakan. Her, mogymana Jlaypun. Takoro Hukorja He ObIBajo U
HUKorJa He OyneT. Y Hee ecTh ceMbs. Ee Ha3piBaOT kpacuBoi. Ee oOHMMaeT u yremaer poaHon
Opar.

Coppenb pemmia, 4TO MO3BOJUT UM BblIIakaThes. Emie Obl: Takoe notpsicenue! Ona 10
cMepTH 0osuTach 3a ATHX JAeTel, HO 3Haja: UM XBaTHUT CHJI, YTOOBI MEPEXHUTh BCE HCIBITAHUS,
KOTOpBIe HX JXKAyT. OHa YyBCTBOBaNa WX CHIy. M HEmpeMeHHO pacCKakeT MM BCe, YTO eIie He
paccka3zaa... Kak TOJIbKO OHM OyIyT B COCTOSIHUU CITYIIATh.

Haxownen ona yBuena qBe mapsl HOKPACHEBIINX OT CJIE3 TJIa3.

— S we 3akonumia, — ckazana Coppenb U ¢ oOnerdyeHueM yBujuena, Kak OpaT U cecTpa
KUBHYJIHM, XOTS U HEOXOTHO. — B TOT CTpaliHbIil U 9yeCHBIN JIeHb, KOTZIa BBl POJIMIIUCH, BAlll OTEI]
JaXke MPeJICTaBUTh ce0e He MOT, Ky/a sl C BAMHU OTIIPABIIIOCh. EMy O0CTaBasioch TOJNBKO TOBEPUTHCS
MHe. Bcee, 9To oH Mor czenarh, 9ToOBI He MOTEPSITh Bac HABCET/Ia, — ATO MepeaaTh Ui BaC TPU ITH
KaMHSI.

— Tpu? — nepecnpocun I'mneon. Coppens KUBHYIIA.

— Tperuii 51 Toxe coxpanmia, ['maeon. He Oecriokoiics.

JlaypuH nokpermue mprkaiach K Opaty u ¢ Moab00i mocmoTpena Ha Copperns.

— Jlymato, Baml oOTel pemiuj, 4YTO MbI IPOCTO yeaeM Kyaa-HUOyIp MoJanblle, YTOOBI
WukBusurop ot He Hamen Bac. Cracasich, BbI CITacald HE TOJIBKO ceOsi, HO M Bally MaTh... a
MOJKET OBITh, M OTIIA.

Coppenb ymMoJIKIIa, 0KUAasi HEM30€KHOTO BOTIPOCa.

— W mama cornacunace? — cipocusia Jlaypus.

— Bamra math ncrekana kposnto. OHa J0/DKHA ObLTa YMEPETh, a BBl OBl YMEPJIM BMECTE C HEH,
HO TYT IOJOCIeNa moMomls. MbI Bo33Baimu k Oory necoB [Jlapmyny Kopuiy, u oH mucuenun Bamry
MaTh ¢ rmomouipio BoymeOcTBa. OHa MOrpy3HUiach B TIYOOKHH COH, M BCKOpE BBl TOSIBUJINCH Ha
cet. bemHspkka Dmrcca Tak 00 3TOM U He y3Hana. U, HaBepHO, 10 CHX TOp HE 3HAeT.

I'mpeon u Jlaypun, xaszanoce, ObuTH TOTpsiceHbl, HO Coppenb omudaiach, PeluB, YTO HX
OIIEIIOMHMJIA TTOCIIETHSST HOBOCTb.

— Hama matsb sxuBa? — npouentan ['uaeoH.

— Ja. Y1 Bamm oTen ToXe.

— A oTkyna Bbl 3HaeTe?

— Bama matp xuBa, noromy uro dapmyn Kopun cnac ee xu3Hb. W ecnu oHa ymper, A
MOYyBCTBYIO. A Bam orell... OTKyza s 3Ha10, YTO OH KKB? JTO OHA MHE CKa3aJja.



N Coppenb KUBKOM yKa3ajla B CTOPOHY ovara.

I'mpeon u Jlaypun oOepHYNMHCh W YBUACIHU MPO3PAUYHYIO CEpeOpUCTO-3eIeHYI0 (PHUTYpKY
KEHIIMHBI, KOTOpas oKauuBayiach B Bo3ayxe. Ha rybax »eHIIUHbI Urpaiia nedaiabHas ynbioka. Kak
n Hazgesnack Coppenb, JETH COBEPIIEHHO HE HCIYTaJuCh U JIMIIb YAMUBIIEHO PpasrJisabIBaIN
MIPU3PAUHYIO TOCThIO.

— Ee 30ByT Spro. 3to nocnannuia Bamiero orma. Eif moHagoomiocs HeMano BpeMeHH!, YTOObI
pasbickaTh Bac. C Tex MOp, Kak OTell OTHPaBUJI €€ Ha MOUCKHU, B TauiMHOpe Mpouio HECKOJIbKO
JeT. ..

Coppenb noHsIa, 4YTo JOKHA KOE-UTO OOBSICHUTD.

— B pa3sbix Mupax BpeMs Teder no-pazHomy. Hanerocs, s He ommbnacek B pacuerax. [loka B
TammHOpe NpPOXOIUT TOJ, 34€Ch IIPOJIeTaeT JBa C IOJOBHMHOW. Bam ckopo wucnomHuTCS
MATHAAUATh, HO Bbl NOKMHYIM TalmuHOp Beero miects JjeT Hazan. M ogHomy CBeTy M3BECTHO, UTO
MIPOM30LLIO TOCJE TOTo, Kak SIpro mokuHysa Bamiero otua. [loatToMy HaM HyXHO crnemuThb. Eciu
OTell OTHPAaBWJI K BaM IOCJIAHHMILY, 3HAUMUT, YK€ HPUCTYNUI K BBIIOJHEHHUIO CBOEr0 3amblcia.
Koneuno, on Mor nomacts B 6€1y, HO MOKET OBbITh, IIPOCTO KJIET Bac.

Bort ono. Coppesnib BHUMATENBHO CIIEANIIA 33 JETbMHU, MIBITAsICh NOHATh UX YyBCTBA.

— Msl otnipaBisiemMcst Tyza? — MEYTaTeIbHO CIpocuil I naeoH.

— MBI JOKHBI TyZla OTHpaBUTHCS, — ckazasia Coppenb, cTapasich TOBOPUTH POBHO.

— YT10OBI CHOBA BCTPETUTHCS C HALIUMU POAUTEIAMU? — yTouHMIa JlaypuH.

— Tak u OpUIO 33 TyMaHO.

— A kak oHa Hac Haunwia? — ['M€oH HEe MOr OTBECTH TIJia3 OT SIpro, KoTtopas HO-IpEeXHEMY
MOJI4a [TOKAYNBAJIACh B BO3YXE.

— Ee Ben 308 Kamueit Opnonbta. [1ycTs 0HA cama Bce 0OBSICHUT.

Vawibasice, Apro mommneuia mobmmwke. K ee pagoct, HM MalbuuMK, HHM JI€BOYKA HE
OTIIATHYNHUCh, a ['MAECOH naxe MPOTAHYA PYyKy, YTOOBbl KOCHYThCs ee. JKanb, 4yTOo 3TO OBLIO
HEBO3MOXKHO... MabuuK Tak xopoi co0oi — BeUIMTHIN oTel. HaBepHo, nMeHHO TakuM Obl1 Top B
TOM BO3pacTe, KOTJja MaJIbYMKU CTAaHOBATCA MYXKYMHAMHU.

— Slnponenana goaruii mycth, yToObl HalTH Bac. Bai oTel He 3Ha, re Bac UCKaTh, HO MEHS
Hanpasisia XpanutenbHuna Jluce. OH nmpocui HAWTH Bac Kak MOYKHO CKOpee U Mepeaarh Bam, uTo
OH JKJIET BAC U XOYET KaK MOXKHO CKOpee Bac BUJIeTh. Mbl 1OJKHBI OTHPABIATHCSA B TamuHop.

— U Bce? — yroununa Jlaypus, 3xoM noBTopsis MbIciu [ uaeoHa.

— OHa — ToJIbKO NociaHHuIla, — npousHecna Coppenb, 3Hasi, 4To SIpro He CMOKET OTBETHUTH
Ha 3TOT Bompoc. — Eciau Topkun ['MHT 30BeT Bac, 3Ha4UT, Bbl €My HYXKHBI. TaJUIMHOP B OIACHOCTH.
[Tomuure, s pacckaszpiBasia Bam o llamamunax? Bosmokno, Jecarsiii yxe man. Eciam ato Tak,
BpEMEHU OcTajoch coBceM Majo. Kak s moHumaro, — ocTopokHO Jo0aBuja OHa, — Bbl 00a
MIOYYBCTBOBAJIM, Korja ropHblid kapiauk durruc cnancs? Bel 006a aumminch 4yBCTB: Thl, ['M1€0H —
y ce0s1 B MOHAcCThIpe, a Thl, Jlaypun — B 3aiie [uist nepenucbiBanus pykonuceil. Kak s nonumaro, ato
IIPOM30LLIO0 OJIHOBPEMEHHO, U HecnpocTa. Cepaue JlecoB nOTsSHYI0CH 0 Bac U J1ajlo BaM 3HATh 00
aTOM Oeje.

Epynna. becembicnuna. I'naeon u Jlaypun noaymanu o6 3TOM OJJHOBPEMEHHO, XOTS HUYETrO
HE CKa3aJu.

— U kak Mbl BepHeMcst B TamummHOp? — CIpOCUIT MajlbuMK — TakK, CJIOBHO CIIPAILIMBajl O YEM-TO
COBEPIIICHHO OOBIYHOM.

— Hac nepenecer tyna Spro, — B ToH eMy oTBeTHiia Copperb, HO HUYEro NOSCHATh HE CTaja.

— A MoHacThIph? Y MEHsS CKOpo HauHyTcs McnbiTanus, s JODKEH MOJTYyYUTh TOJIyOyIO JICHTY.
Jlonro mbl OyJieM MyTelecTBOBaTh?

Coppenb B310XHYIIA.

— MHue Henerko roBoputh Tede 06 3Tom, ['mueon... a Tebe, HaBepHO, OYIET eIle TPYIAHEE ITO
HPUHSATD. ..

Ona cMoJIKiIa, HO MaJIbYMK Ja)K€ HE MOPTHYII.

—l'onyOast neHTa U MoHacThIpb Teneps B npouuioM. Kak u Bce, 4To ObLIO y TEOSI 10 3TOrO
MrHoBeHus. Bama cyap0a xaet Bac B TamummHOpe. .. Bol 00a oTTyna.



Jlaypun oxxuBunacsk. OHa CHOBa B3sij1a ce0s1 B pyKH, U F'0JIOC €€ 3By4all CHOKOMHO U POBHO.

— 3Ha4YUT, MbI JIOJKHBI 3a0BITh BCE, K YEMY IIPUBBIKIIM. .. €l1e pa3. Bl 310 X0TUTE CKa3aTh?

— Jla — Coppenpb kuBHYyna. — MHe oueHb aib. Bce, 4TOo mpoucxoauyio 10 3TON HOYH, JIO
9TOr0 MI'HOBEHBS, JEJIaJ0Ch C OJHOM IEJIbI0: CIIACTH BaM >KWM3Hb. Barma xu3Hb OecrienHa. UToOnl
BCTPETUTH CBOIO CYJIbOY, BbI JIOJKHBI BEPHYTHCS B TaNIMHOP KUBBIMU U HEBPEIUMBIMH.

Jletu nepernsHynuch. Kaxercs, oHU nmojaiu Ipyr Apyry Kakoi-to 3Hak, HO Coppeib 3Toro
He noHsuia. Ckopee BCero, UM XOTeJIOCh OrOBOPUTHh HAE€TUHE, MOTOMY OHA M3BHMHWIACH U yIIIA
coOMpaTh BEIIH.

OpHako Korja OHa MOKMHY/Ia KOMHary, l'maeon u JlaypuH mnoHsuM, 4yTOo HE B cuiax
MIPOM3HECTH HU clioBa. To, 4TO 3/1€Ch MPOU3OIILIO, IPOCTO HE YKIIAbIBAIOCH B FOJIOBE.

Spro npuiia Ha BEIPYUKY.

— Xorture, 51 paccKka)xy BaM IIpoO BalIero orua’?

bpar u cecrtpa obepnynuch. OHM He OXUJAJIM MOJOOHOTO MpenIoXkeHus. Tenepb roJioc
KEHIIMHBI-IPU3paKka yKe€ He OblI COHHBIM, B HEM IOSBHJIACh OECIEYHOCTb, a €ro IEepPEIUBBI
HAIlOMHHAJIM 3BOH CTEKJIIHHBIX HUTEH Ha BETpY.

— Koneuno, — orknuknyics ['uaeon. OH ObUT paj], 4TO pa3roBOP HAKOHEI-TO HAYAJICS.

U Spro pacckazana. [loka Coppenb komomuiaach B CBO€H KyXOHbKe, HameBasi cebe 1moj Hoc,
Spro paccka3sbpiBaia JeTsM BCe, UTO MOTJIA paccka3aTh 00 UX OTLE — TAKOM POCIIOM CTaTHOM, CaMOM
KpacuBOM M3 Beex xkutenedd Tannunopa. Jlaypus He yaepskanach U MpbICHYJIA.

— Tsl roBOpHUIIB TaK, CIOBHO NOTEpPsIa FOJIOBY, Spro.

—Tax u ectb. S m00II0 €ro BCeM CepAlLleM... — OHA yCIblllala Ievyalb B CBOEM Tojoce U
MOCIHelnIa CMEHUTh TeMy. — Sl TOBOpHIIa, UTO Y HETO €CTh py4yHas nTuua?

VYBuUIEB, KaK OHU Ka4atoT roJIOBaMH, OHa paccMesIach.

— O, aT0 BenukoznenHsii cokos. Ero 308yt KityT, u oH ymeeT TBOpUTH BOJIIEOCTBO... XOTS 4
TOJIKOM HE MOIMY, Kak eMy 3TO ynaercs. S 3Haro TOJIbKO, 4TO OH — OAMH U3 aecatu [lananuHos,
3alUTHUK BallIero OTua.

Kaxercs, 'naeon He ciplinan ee nociaeaHux ciioB. OH HANPsSHKEHHO Pa3MbILILUISLIL.

— Slpro, ThI 1ymMaelb, YTO Mbl HEIIPEMEHHO JI0JKHBI BEPHYThCS BMECTE € TOOOM?

— 51 3Haro, 4TO Ball OTElL OYEeHb JIOOUT Bac, I'MAEOH, — CTPOro OTBETHJIA MOCIAHHHIA. —
[TosToMmy 51 yBepeHa: 6e3 kpaitHeit HaqOOHOCTH OH HUKOT/Ia HE CTajl Obl MPOCUTH Bac BEpHYThCS. OH
HUKOr/1a Obl HE CTaJl MOJABEPraTh Bac OMAaCHOCTU pajid COOCTBEHHOM MPUXOTH.

Tyt B KOMHaTy Ha 1bIoukax Bouuia Coppenp, u fpro 3amonyana. Ctapyiika TOpKECTBEHHO
MOCMOTpENIa Ha Hee, MOTOM Ha JieTel. | n1eoH cHOBa neperisHyics ¢ JIaypuH, B35 cecTpy 3a pyKy
1 KOCHYJICSI Ty0aMu ee 3alisCThs.

— Ecnu JlaypuH coryiacHa, Mbl oTripaBuMcst B TayummHop.

JlaypuH crano crpamso. Tenepp el npuaeTcs pemars 3a IBOUX, & OHA COBEPIIEHHO 3TOTO HE
xorena. Ho I'mpeon cmotpen el npsAmo B rinasa. Kakue oHM y HEro yJIMBUTEIBHBIE — OIPOMHEIE,
TEMHO-ToJ1yObI€e... YTO OH mbITaeTcs el ckazarb? [leBouka mpuxana ero pyky K CBOMM rydam — Tak
€€ YYMJIU BbIPaXKaTh MOYTEHHUE.

— ComHeBaroch, 4To y Hac ecTh BoIOOp. U g Tepners He Mory nepenucsiBath pykonucu! Tak
YTO 51 COTJIacHa.

Ecmu 61 y Coppenu ymana ¢ mied HacTosIias ropa, oHa Obl HE TOYYBCTBOBaJIa ObI TAKOTO
oOseryeHus.

— Cnacub0 BaM... — OHa Ha MUT CMOJIKJIa U TOJIOLUIA K CYHIYKY, KOTOPBIH CTOSUI B yIi1y
KOMHaTel. — BaM Hano mepeonerscs. S mpuroroBmia Bam oaexay. Kaxzaple monroma s ee
nepemnBap. W3BuHUTE, ecnu OyIeT HE OYEHb XOPOUIO CUAETb, HO HHUKTO 3TOrO HE 3aMETHT.
O6emato.

Jletu ¢ onackoi npuOIM3WINCH K CYHAYKY U 3aryisiHyind BHyTpb. CHavana Coppelnb aocTana
TEMHO-KOpUYHEBbIE OpIOKM U cBeTiyio pyOamky juist ['maeona. Jlaypun ona Bpyumia 1oOKy c
MOSICOM, YTO OBLJIO OYEHb KCTaTH, a K HEW — CBOOOJHYIO OJIy3Ky, CTATMBAIOUIYIOCA LIHYPKOM Yy
ropua.

— Kakoe Tam ceituac Bpems roga, Apro? — cnpocusia Coppernb.



— MbI npuOyem paHHel BeCHOM, — cka3aia MOCIaHHUIA.

— 3HAUUT, 9TO HAM TOXE MPHUTOTUTCS, — OTKIUKHYIACh CTapylika W Bpyumia [wuueony
TOJICTYIO IIEPCTSHYIO KYPTKY, @ €r0 CeCTpe — TEIUTYIO BSI3aHYIO IIajlb.

— O yem 51 COBCEM HE XaJer, Tak 3TO O CBOeM OamaxoHe, — 3ameTtmna Jlaypun. — OH Tak
KycaJcsi!

['uneony HpaBmiIOCh, Kak OoHa ynbiOaercs. CTOUT el yablOHYTHCS, U OHA CTAHOBHUTCS TaKOM
xopomreHpkoi! OH moaymbIBan cka3ath 310 cectpe, HO Coppenb yxe Bena JlaypuH B Ipyryro
KOMHaty. [ MeoHy MpHIIUIOCH IEPeoIeBaThCs Ha CYHIyKe. MHOTO BpeMeHH 3To He 3aHsuo. OueHb
HETUIOXO0, HUTJIE HE JKMET.

Spro nabGnroxana 3a HUM M Haclaxjaaigach. J[Buraercs coBcem Kak orel... M 310 cxoncTBo
ellle 3aMeTHEee, KOTJla Ha HeM HeT oJiex1bl. [locnannuna ynpiOHynace mpo cedst U noaymalsa, CTaHeT
au XpaHUTENbHHUIIA OpaHUTH €€ 3a CTOJIb HEeNpWIMYHOE moBejneHue. TyT crapylika C J1€BOUYKOM
BEPHYIINCH, JCTH B3TJSIHYIW OPYT Ha JIpyra U pacxoXOTalMCh — TaK 3apa3urenbHo, uto Coppenb
YIIBIOHYIIACh.

— He Gepute ¢ co0oii HUYETO, YTO CBSI3BIBAET BAC C ITUM MHUPOM, — IPOTOBOPHIIA CTAPYIIIKA. —
XOopomuo nNpoBeprTe KAPMAHBI.

— A Hamu kaMHU? — yTOUHWII [ HeoH.

— AX, na... ux HaJ0 B34Th 00sa3aTeibH0. Ho OobIe HUYero.

Jlaypun nepeena nyx. OHa Bce elie He MOrja IOBEpUTh, YTO BCE 3TO MPOUCXOJUT HAa CAMOM
nene. W dero pamu oHa BBs3ajJack B 3Ty Oe3yMmHyr wuctopuio? [HneoH dvyBcTBOBan ee
6ecriokoiicTo. [1o mpaBae roBops, OH UCIBITHIBAI TE K€ YYBCTBA.

— 'oToBBI? — cripocuiia Spro.

Tpoe myTeniecTBeHHUKOB KHBHYIIU U CIIJICITH PYKH.

MmaBa 14
MunocTtb Opnaka

Jluce nenasunena Ilycrory mexay mupamu. Ho 31ech Oblt ee 1om.

CoTHu neT eHIMHbI B ceMbe Jluce ObuiM XpaHUTENbHUIIAMU TOPTAJIOB, U 3TO MECTO
nepeaaBaioch OT MaTepu K goudepu. Martp Jluce Obuta XpaHUTETBHULICH, a 10 3TOTO — MaTh €€
Mmatepu. [lo Toro kak Opnaka CBsizanu, XpaHuTeNbHULIE HE ObLIIO HYX/IbI )KUTh B [lycToTe. MokHO
CKazaTb, U 00sA3aHHOCTEN y Hee HUKakuxX He Obu1o. Bee, yTo oT Hee TpeGoBaIOCh, — 3TO MPOCTO
CIIEIUTH 32 BpaTaMH, KOTOPbIE COEIUHSAIOT MUPbI, YTOOBI HUKTO HE MPOXOJNI Yepe3 HUX TaM 0e3 ee
Begoma. Ho 3a cOTHU JieT 3TO HUKOMY HE MPUILIO B TOJIOBY.

Ho moTom Opinak oOpymun Ha KoposiescTBa cBoii rHeB. COHMY yAalloCh CBsI3aTh IOHOTO Oora
U 3aKIIYUTh €ro B KIETh, KoTopas Bucena cpeau llycrorel. [ecatm Ilanagmnam, necsatu
n30paHHMKaM, OBLUIO MOPYYEHO YIEpKHMBaThb €ro Tam, HO 1o coBeTy Jlapranora, CrapeliinHbI
CoHma, pemmd TpU3BaTh UM B TIOMOIIb XpaHUTENBHHUIYY. EW TIpencrosio cieauTh Kak 3a
IUICHHUKOM, Tak U 3a [lanagunamu, craTh UX BEPHBIM YacOBBIM.

Onas xpacaBuna Jluce ¢ roTOBHOCTBIO MpUHSIIA 3TO npeaiokenue: nepea CoHMOM BeTana
HempocTas 3ajada, KoTopasi Tpo3uiia 0Ka3aTbCs Hepa3pelIMMoil. A Korja BIEpBble ObUIO CKa3aHo,
4TO JIMIIb TpUeauHCTBO MOMOKET coBianath ¢ Opiakom, UMeHHO Jluce BbI3BajlaCh MOCETUTH MU,
KOTOPBIH MbITANICSA Pa3pyLIUTh MCTUTENbHBII 00T, 4TOObI HAYaTh BOILIOLIEHUE 3TOTO 3aMbICIa.

[IpaBo momnb30BaThCs HOpTaNaMu, KOTOpeIM Jluce obnamana ¢ poxkAEHUs, MO3BOJISLIO €
MIPOXOJIUTh U3 OJIHOTO MHpa B IPYroi, MOYTH HE MOBPEXJasi UX TKaHb U HE NPUUYUHSS UM Bpela,
yTo OBUIO 3aMedarenbHO. TeM He MeHee el JIMIIb OJHAXKIbl OBLJIO JI03BOJIEHO NPUNTH B
KoponescTBa 1 NOKUHYTH X B cOOCTBEHHOM Tede. [locie 3Toro oHa Moria npucyTcTBOBaTh B 3TOM
MHpPE HE3PUMO, YTOObI HE TEPSTH C HUM CBSA3H, HO U TOJIbKO. COHM MOPYYMII €i Ba)XKHOE 3a/1aHuE U
JiaJl JIUILb OJIUH IIAHC C HUM CIIPABUTHCA.

Jluce npouna no noprangam u moutu roj nposena B TamimHope. OHa noOunachk BCEro, 4ero
TpeboBan ot Hee CoHM, HO €€ cepjle ObIJIO MOJTHO HE TOP)KECTBA, a Medayid. XPaHUTEIbHUIIA
0oJbIIIe HE XOTeNa JKUTh B PEKPacCHOM Mupe 00roB u nocenuiach B [TycroTe. 910 MecTo Ka3anoch



Jluce Bechbma MOAXOAAIIMM: OHO HAlOMHUHANO O OE€3J0HHOM OTYasHUM, KOTOPOE OXBATHIBAJIO €€
IIPU MBICJIA O TOM, YTO MPEACTOSIIO.

E#t mpencrosino cineauts 3a OpiakoM M YBUIETh, Kak OTBaKHbIE [lanmanHbl 0JMH 3a ApyruM
nagyT mepes ero Molnpio. Tenepb ocrtancs Juiib BenukaH Temesuyc. Opiiak MOT CHOBA HaHECTH
yaap, HO MOYEMY-TO MpeKpaTwi O0OpbOy M NPUTUX — OYEBHUAHO, MOTPY3UBIIUCH B TIIyOOKOE
pasaymbe. Jlrce He OHUMAaA, TOYEMY B CTOJIb BaXKHBI MU OH JIaJl CBOEMY CTPaXy MEpeAbIIIKY.

Jluce nmpepBana pa3MbILUIEHHUS U YCTPEMMJIIA B3IJIA HA CTYCTOK 0arpoBOro TyMaHa, KOTOPBIi
wiaBan B Ilycrore — Bce, yto ocranoch oT Joprpuna. Hekorna 3toT Oor Obl1 MOTYyd M BEJIHK.
[TosiBnenue [loprpuna B 3Tux ckopOHbIX npeaenax He ynuBuio Jluce. Kyna eme Conm mMor cocnaTh
00’KeCTBO, KOTOPOE TUIENIO 3aroBOP MPOTHUB COOCTBEHHOTO OpaTa-KOpPOJs, JKellas CBEPrHYTh €ro?
JUis TOro, KTO >KaXK[aJl >KU3HM BO IUIOTM U BCEX YAOBOJBLCTBUM, KOTOpPBIE OHAa Cyjauia, KTO
paciBeTall, BKyIlasi UX, HEBO3MOXKHO ObLIO HAWTH Jydlllero mMecra 3aTo4yeHus. M Kak elie MOXXHO
ObUIO HaKa3aTh CTOJIb MOT'YIIECTBEHHOE co3/iaHue? Toabko 0HUM cIocoOOM — JIMIIUTH €r0 BCETO,
YTO OHO JIIOOMJI0: 00JIMKa, BO3MOXKHOCTH YIOBJIETBOPATH CBOIO MPUXOTh, CBOOOMBI M, HPEXKIE
BCET0, CUJIBI.

beccniopno, Jloprpun momkeH Obul mpoBecTH BeuHOCTh B IlycToTe, 4TOOBI 3amjiaTuTh 3a
aIIYHOCTh M BbICOKOMepue. Emy Oblmu nocTynHbl Gnara, 0 KOTOPBIX JIpyrue OOTM MOIVIM JIMIIb
MeUTaTh, KOTOPBIE OOJBIIMHCTBO CMEPTHBIX HE Moriu cebe BooOpasuth. Ho Jloprpun xorten
6onbmiero. OH Obul MIaaIIMM M3 ONM3HEIIOB W MeuTald CTaTh KOPOJIEM, XOTS TPOH IO MpaBy
npuHaiexkan ero Opary. HecomHeHnHo, eMy ynanoch Obl OCYIIECTBUTH CBOM CTpalIHbIN 3aMbICel,
He y3Hail 00 3ToM ero cynpyra. Ee npegaHHOCTh KOpOJIt0 M KOPOJIeBE 0Kazajach CHUIIbHEE JIIOOBU K
MyxKy. Jloprpuna cXBaTuiu, CyIuIH U MOABEPIIM HAKA3aHHUIO.

Kak u nmomo6aer crpaxuuie, Jluce He mo3posisiiia cede OecenoBaTh ¢ OOrOM-3aKIFOUCHHBIM,
OJIHAKO CelYac OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO JIOJDKHA C HUM IIOTOBOPHUTH. BO3MOKHO, €i CienoBajo
Mo-TpeXHeMy XpaHuTh MonudaHue. Ho Jloprpun mposiBisut Bce Oosbiie uHrepeca k Opnaky, u
BKYyIl€ CO CTpaHHbIM Oe3lelicTBUEM IOHOro Oora 3TO BbI3bIBaJIO y Jluce crTojib CHIIBHOE
J00OTIBITCTBO, YTO OHA peluia mpeHeopedsb npaBuiaMu. MoxeT ObITh, JlOprpuil MoMoKeT e
MOHSTH, YTO Ipoucxo uT ¢ Opnakom?

Omna pemniia 3a1aTh 3TOT BOIIPOC MPSIMO.

«Kaxk 161 gymMaemnb, moyemy Opiak 3aTux?»

MHoroBekoBoe MoJYaHHE OBbLIO HApYIIEHO, U IUIEHHUK, HECOMHEHHO, ObLI 3TOMY paj.
barpoBslii TymaH 3amepuail.

«0, Jluce! Kak npusiTHO CIbIIaTh TBOU TOJIOC!»

«Y MEHs HEeT HAaCTpOEHHUs JIsi OOMeHa JIto0e3HOCTAMH, JJoprpuim.

«[louemy HeT, npenectHoe coznanue? Yem emie 3aHuMaThes cpeau [lyctorei?»

Ota urpa cjaoB He npousBenu Ha Jluce Hukakoro BrevariaeHus. K yectu cBoeld, oHa 3Hana,
YTO HU3bICKAHHbIE MaHEpbl CKPBIBAIOT CaMbli HM3BOPOTJIMBBIA B MHUpPE yM, U ero oOiazarenb
HEYCTAaHHO Pa3MBIIUISET HaJl TEM, KaK YChIIUTh €€ OAUTeNbHOCTh. MOXHO ObLIO HE COMHEBATHCS:
Joprpuit 4To-TO 3ayMall.

MHoOro CTOJIETHI OH MPOBEN B MOJYaHUH, HE UMesI BO3MOKHOCTH IIOTOBOPHUTH AK€ C CAMUM
c coboil. OxHako ceiyac OH, Ka3ajaoch, ObLI MOYTH BECEJ, CJIOBHO 4YTO-TO HIpenaBkyman. OH
MO-TIPEKHEMY BJIAUMJI JKAJIKOE€ CYLLECTBOBAHUE, U JI0 CUX MOpP HUYTO HE MOIJIO 00pajoBaTh €ro.
3HAYMT, OH 3HAET YTO-TO Takoe, 4to Hew3BecTHO Jluce. [lo kpaitneir mepe, Jloprpun yBepeH, 4To
Tak OHO U ecTb. Hasmo ObITh HacTOpoOXke: Jaxke OeceoBaTh ¢ IJIEHHBIM Oorom omacHo. Jluce yxe
naBHO oOemiana ce0e, YTO HHUKOTJAa HE MOAJACTCS Ha €ro YJIOBKM M SICHO jaacT [oprpuiay ato
noHATh. Hu onHOro cioBa OH HE MPOU3HOCUT IMPOCTO TaK, HU OJHA MBICIb B €r0 yMe€ He
coBepIaercst 6e3 Kakou-To 1enu. Joprpuit ObuT 630K K TOMY, YTOOBI MOOEAUTH KOPOJIs OOTOB, U
Ha 3TO HE CJIEZI0BAJIO 3aKPbIBATh IJ1a3a.

Kanp, uro 60ora yOuTh Tak HEMPOCTO, C CokaleHneM aymana Jluce. lHaue MOXHO OBLIO OBI
pazoM mnokoHuuTh U ¢ Joprpuiom, u ¢ Oprnakom, MNpPUHIIEM OOTOB, KOTOPBIN TOBOJIWICS €My
wieMsitHHUKOM. BMmecTo 3Toro ee mpucraBuiu crepeusb ux. Jluce HeHaBuzaena 3Ty padory. Ho ecnu
Tebe YTO-TO MOPYUMIIH, JIeJail 3TO TaK XOPOIIO, KaK MOKELIb.



[Topo6Ho Hanaky, Jluce nmopoii joBusa cedst Ha TOM, YTO UCIBITHIBAET K Opliaky UCKpEHHEE
coctpananue. Ciyyanoch, 4TO OH yCIIOKauWBaJCs, Kak ceifdac, 1 XpaHUTEIbHUIA MOTJIa KOCHYTHCS
ero pasyma, OoJjiee He 3alIUIIEHHOTO He3puMbIMU Oapbepamu. Toraa oHa 4yBCTBOBajia Meyalb,
KOTOpasi MepernojHsia 3TO HEBEPOSITHO MpEeKpacHoe cyliecTBo. HencroBas SpocTh M HEHABUCTh K
MHUPY, B KOTOPOM OH BBIPOC, MOSBUIIMCH 103%kKe, — Korjga Oplak MmoHsI, KTo OH Takoil. Hacnennuk
TPOHA, IPUHIL OOTOB, OH POC B OETHOM ceMbe, JTUIIEHHBIH BCEr0O, YTO IPUHAJIEKAIO0 EMY IO TPaBy.
Jluce monmmana ero 60ib. PaBHBIX eMy MO MPOMCXOXKICHUIO HE OBLIO Jaxke cpefau OOroB, a €ro
BOCITUTBIBAJIM KaK MPOCTOro cMepTHOro. M camoe y)xacHoe, 4YTO OH HUYEM He 3aCIyKHWII MOJ00HYIO
ydacTb. OH IPOCTO MOMAJICS BOPaM, KOTOPbIM ObLIO BCE PABHO YTO KPACTh.

VYnacres mu korna-HUOy b UcripaBuTh cogesiHHoe? [IpuayT i1 MUpBI K paBHOBECHIO, KOTOPOE
ObLT0 OJIHAXAbI HapyweHo? YUTto ciyuutcs, ecinu npodyaurtces cuia Tpueanncrsa?

Jloprpuii npepBai ee pa3MbIIUICHUS.

«1 B BocTOpre OT ATOrO... Kak Obl 3TO Ha3BaTh? ax, /1a, CIIEKTaKJIsA, KOTOPbIH pa3bIrpblBaeTCs
y Hac Ha rnazax. HecnpaBennuBo oOmkeHHbI Opiak MbITaeTCsl BBIPBATHCS M3 3aTOYEHUs. TBOMH
JOOMMYUK-CMEPTHBIA, KOTOPBIM IUIBLI Ha Kopalbiie, mpeiraeT 3a OOpPT, HEB3HUpas Ha CTpAIIHbIN
IITOPM U, BO3MOXHO, oruoHer. Kakas-To cTpaHHas MOCIIaHHUIA TalHO IMPOXOIUT Yepe3 MOPTall.
WuTepecHo, Kyna oHa HampaBisieTcs, a? A ecTh elle kpacapuua Jnucca. [loxoxe, oHa Hanuia cede
teroe Mecteuko. KoposeBa Tamnmuuopa... 3aBsizka Bechbma JtodomnbiTHAs, Jluce. MHTEpecHO, uTO
CIIy4UTCSl, KOT/Ia BCE YYaCTHUKH BCTpeTaTca? ToJIbKO MOoayMalo, U MpsIMO APOKb MPoOupaeT», — OH
paccmestics.

«He Bousnyiics, Jloprpuin», — X0JI0AHO OTO3Bajach XpaHUTEIbHUIIA.

«Ho, Jluce, yem MHe elie HaCIaKAaThCsl, KPOME 3TOTO MaJIeHBKOTO TpecTaBienus? Uto emre
MOXET MEHS B3BOJHOBATh. JTO ke Tak 3a0aBHO. Thl He Haxoaub? Brky, 4to HeT... X0Tenoch Obl
3HaTh, moueMy? Yero Goutcs Bcemoryiiasi XpaHUTEIbHUIIA?

Jluce yxe »xamenma, 4yTO 3aBeja 3TOT Pa3roBOP, HO €W OBLJIO HEOOXOAMMO TMOHSTH, YTO
ciyansioch ¢ OpnakoM. Korna nan JleBsToiid, ropHblil kapauk @urruc, Jloprpui ctoHan ot cMmexa.

Jluce moMHWIAa OTYasHHBIM BOIUIb BEIMKaHa Temesnmyca, KOTOPBIM TOJBKO YTO IOTEPSI
nocnenHero npyra. Hanak, Xpanutens IlanaguHoB, Obl1 COKPYILIEH U JaXke HE MbITAICA CKPbIBAThH
cBor0 00Js1b. OntHako Opiak, Ka3ajuock, HE paj cBoer modeme. OH OMyCTHIICS HA TIOJI CBOEH KJIETH,
CKJIOHMJI K KOJICHSIM CBOE BEJIMKOJIETTHOE YeJlo, 0OBUII ce0s1 MOTYYHMHU PYKaMU, CIIOBHO IPHKUMA
K ce0e YTO-TO HEBUAMMOE, U MOJI4a PacKaunBaJICs U3 CTOPOHBI B cTopoHy. [locie rubenu ®urruca
OH TaK U He Ipou3Hec HU 3ByKa. OH BooOuie Huuero He jenain. Y Jluce Haxonumia 3To CTpaHHbBIM.

Eif HMuero He ocraBasioch, KpOME Kak IIOBTOPUTH CBOM BOIIPOC. XPAHUTEIBHUIIA XOTEIa XOTS
OBl ITIOHATH, MOXKET JIU OH OOBICHHUThL MOJIYaHKE MOJIOJIOr0 Oora.

«0, Jluce, oTKyna st MOTy 3HaTh, 0 yeM jaymaeT 0or? KoHeuHo, 51 To)ke OOT — BepHee, KajaKkoe
noaobue 6ora, B TAKOM MECTE HEBO3MOKHO ObITh YEM-TO APYTUM... HO sl MPEICTABIIAI0, IIOYEMY
HAaIll FOHBIN JPYT BEJET ce0sl Tak, a HE HHAYE».

U ona nmosepmiia. B camom nene, oTkyaa emy 3HaTh?

«Pa3Be uto Opnak pemunna CMEHUTh THEB Ha MUJIOCThY, — Ao0aBuia Jloprpui ToHOM nuuenaes,
KOTOPBIA COOMPAETCS COOOIUTH IMyOJIMKE OUYCHb OOJIBIIIYIO TalHY.

«I'meB Ha MmitocTh? UTO THI KMEEITH B BUIY?»

«Korga-to s Obu1 U3yMUTENBHO XOPOII cO00# U cuuTaincs 0co00il KoposaeBckoil kpoBu. B To
BpeMs y Hac Obuia robumast urpa. OHa HazbiBaetcs "KBuUkc'».

«41 3Hat0 3Ty urpy. Eciiu moMHUILIb, THI TYT HE €IUHCTBEHHBINA U3 OOTOBY.

Hoprpun cHoBa paccMesuicsi. HecoMHEHHO, OH YTO-TO 3Hal, a OHAa Jake He IMpelCcTaBisuia,
yT0. Takoe nonoxxenue Beuier Jluce e pagonaso.

«Koneuno-koneuno. Ho MbI OblITH KOPOJISIMH, MOSI JOPOTast, U UTPAJIU MO JPYTUM MIPABUIIAM.

TymMaH cTan mypnypHbIM, Kak KOpoJieBcKasi MaHTus, U Jluce noHsia, 4To HEHaBUIUT CBOETO
IJICHHUKA.

«Heyxenu? — oHa nepesena J1yX, YTOObl YCIIOKOUTHCS M TOBOPUTH POBHBIM TOHOM. — MOXeET,
ThI MEHSI IPOCBETUILL?»

«Korga moGenurens 4yBCTBYET, YTO CieNylOIMi yrmap Oyzaer "cMepTenbHbIM', TO €CTb



3aKOHYUT UTPY, — Kazajioch, Jloprpwn He ciplman ee, — OH OOBIYHO CaauTCA Ha TOJ U JIaeT
MPOTUBHUKY TEpeAbIKY. MOXHO CKa3zaTh, MOOEAUTENHh JapyeT MOOEKIESHHOMY IOIIATy... BO
BCSKOM CJy4ae, cTapaeTcsl MOouaJauTh ero uyBcTBa. KoHeuHo, He momany — "MUIIOCTB", Tak 3TO
Ha3zbiBaeTcsl. UTOOBI MOOEKIEHHBIN TpuUIIel B ceds u AoctoiHo BcTtpetun "cmepts". Koneuno,
KBHUKC — 3TO MPOCTO UTpa W TOJIHKO Ha BHUJ HAllOMHHAET PyKOMaIlIHyK cxBatky. Ho Tyt apyroe
neno. boppba uneT He Ha )KU3Hb, @ HA CMEPTHY.

«ITonumaro».

Hoprpuin nepaics Bce 00Jjiee BHICOKOMEPHO.

«[IpaBna, s He yBepeH, uro Opnak pa3zbupaercs B Takux TOHKOCTAX. OH ObLT coBceM
peOEHKOM, KOT/Ia €T0 YKpaIn.

«41 OBl Tak He ckazana, — orBeTmia Jluce. OHa OblIa HE Ha IIYTKY B3BOJIHOBaHA. — Bcee, KToO
BxoauT B COHM, TMOJIy4arOT 3HaHHWE O MyTsIX 00roB mpu poxkaeHuu. Tel mpas, Joprpmi. Cracu6o.
Hymaro, Opinak nenaeT 3To, Jaxe He 3ayMbIBasiCh. Sl UMEI0 B BUILY, TapyeT MUJIOCTh Teme3nycy».

«OueHb paja, 4To cMoT Tebe momoub, JInce. Moxer, OKaxelb MHE B 3HAaK OJaroJapHOCTH
MaJIEHBKYIO yCIyry?..»

«1 Hmuero tebe He mommkHa, oprpui, — orpesana XpanutenbHuna. — CKaxu, HaIOJTO
TapyeTcs MAJIOCTh 7

Hactpoenue y ruieHHMKa SIBHO MCHOPTHIIOCH, U OH He oTBeTw. Jluce xmana. Hakownen u3
0arpoBoro TyMmaHa JOHECCs B3JI0X.

«Ilonsatns He uMmer. B kBHKce — OT paccBera a0 3akara. Ho eciw Mbl TOpUMM B 3TOM
MPOKJISITOM MECTE, OTKYy/J]a HaM 3HaTh, KOTJ]a COJIHIIE BOCXOJIUT, a KOT/1a CaTUTCs?»

Jluce otnpsiHyna u 3aropoauia CBOM pa3zym, npexzae yem Jloprpui ycrnen B HEro 3aryisiHyTh.
Ee nnennnka TpynHO OBLIIO HA3BaTh TYTOJYMOM; CTOUT MO3a00TUTHCS O TOM, YTOOBI OH IOJOJIBIIE
HE y3HaBaJ O TOM, YTO IPOUCXOJMUT BOKpyr. UM, koHeuHo, oH mpaB. Opiak MpoCTO BBIKHUAACT, a
MOTOM pazjenaercs ¢ Teme3mycoMm, B 3TOM MOKHO HE COMHeBaThcsa. Ho Tak mim wHade, y HHX
MOsSIBIJIOCH HeMHOTO BpeMeHu. Ckonbko? OT paccBera n0 3akata... B TammmHope 3a 310 Bpems
MPOMAET LEIBIN ro. DTO MMOMOXKET, XOTsI M HE OyJIET CITaCEeHUEM.

Hano noroponute Topa. Ho g Hadanna — cracTu €ro npexe, 4eM OH YTOHET B MOPE.

NnaBa 15
Mopyk AgoHro

X0J10/THBIE MOPCKHUE BOJIHBI KAJHO MOTJIOTHIIN OerienoB. Paiik kpenko aepxan Topa 3a mero,
a JIokku He MeHee KpEIKO BLETHWJICS B €ro pyKy M Oapaxrtajcs 4To ecTh cuil. YTo KacaeTcsi caMoro
Topa, To OH mepecTan NOHUMATh, I'I€ BEpX, IJi€ HU3, U JIMIIb CYJOPOKHO XBAaTajl PTOM BO3IYX.
[{Bera kumenu B HeM, sipkue U ropsuue. OH JOJDKEH UCIOJIb30BaTh UX CUITY, YTOOBI BHIILIBITE. Ho...
KyJa eMmy nBurathesi? A emie Xyxe Obuto nuno ['ota, KOTOpoe NOCTOSTHHO MENBKAJIO Mepes] HUM.
Top ycnen He pa3 xJIeOHYTh BOJbI — 3HAYUT, MATBUYUKH TOXke. OCTaBaJoOCh JIMIIb HAAESTHCS, YTO
I'ot norubHeT BMecTe ¢ HUMM B XOJIOJIHOM ITy4YHHE OKeaHa.

«Top...»

DTOT roJioc OH He NepemnyTali Obl HU ¢ KaKUM JPYTHUM.

«4 crumro, JIuce, pas Mbl ¢ TOOO# pa3roBapruBacm».

«TBl HE CIIUIIb, ThI TOHELIbY.

«HaBepHo, 3TO HE Tak yX IUIOXO — YTOHYTbY.

«Her, Top. Ucnone3yi cBotO cuity, criacaiics... Cracaii Bcex Bac!»

«3auem, Jluce?» — cupocuit oH, MOTPYXkasich B IITyOUHY.

«Hexorna, Top! IIpussiBaii LipeTay.

«3auemM?»

«TBoux nereit Hanu. OHU HAMIPABIISAIOTCS K TEOEY.

Cas3b npepBainach, 1 Top ocrancs OJ1H, HaeUHE C MaTbUUKAMH.

Bects o0 I'mpeone u Jlaypun BepHyna ero K u3HU. Top oOepHyics U yBHAET LIMPOKO
packpbIThle, MepenoyiHeHHble OecnpenenbHbIM ykacoM ria3a Jlokku. [lapHuika cyaopokHO



paseBajl poT: MOX0XKe, eMy ObLIO HeueM apblmath. A Pailk, HaBepHO, yke MepTB, noaymain Top, u
€ro 0XBaTWJIO oT4astHUE. Pyku, oOBHBaroIue ero mero, ciademu.

N torna on npussan L{gera.

B cnenyromuii mur Bce Tpoe OapaxTaJvCh Ha BOJIHAX M KAJAHO TJOTamd Bo3ayX. OH Obu1
KU3HBIO, M CITACEHHBIE MPEPBIBAINCH JIHUIIb IS TOTO, YTOOBI SPOCTHO CILUTIOHYTH, W30aBIISAACH OT
COJIEHOTO BKyCa CMEPTHU BO PTY.

«Oca» mcuezna u3 BUIy. MoOXKeT ObITh, X OTHECIO HAJIEKO OT KOpabiisi, a MOXET ObITh,
3JI0cYacTHasl MocyauHa yToHyna. Bokpyr OymeBano mope, HO Topa M €ro CIyTHUKOB OKpYXal
IJIOTHBIA PagyHbIN KOKOH.

Top nuko o3upaiica no cropoHam. OH Bce elle He MOr Hajblmarbes. Kazanoch, ero rpynb
BOT-BOT Pa30pBETCS, TOYHO OOYOHOK, Y KOTOPOro ocjiabiu Kienkd. BHe3arnHo BO Mpake uYTo-TO
MENBKHYJI0O — 0OJjiee TEeMHOE, YeM TEeMHOTa, HemojBwxkHoe, yrioBaroe... Ckambl! 3emms! Tyma
MOXKHO J00paThes... €Clii OH HEMHOIO MocTapaercs. BpemeHu Ha pa3MblIUIEHUSI HE OCTaBaJIOCh.
Top mpexncTaBmil, 4TO OT CKajdl K HUM TSHETCS HEBUAMMAsh BEPEBKA, W MPUHSIICS MOHEMHOTY ee
CMAaTbIBaTh.

Hakonery kakoif-To KaME@HHBIHA BBICTYIT OKa3ajcsl Tak OnmM3Ko, 94To TOp cymen yXBaTUTHCS 3a
HEero, BbIOpascs u3 BojAbl U BeITammiI JIokku. TolbKo ceiyac OH IMOHSUI, HACKOJIBKO ycTai. Paiik
MO-TIpE)KHEMY BHCEN y HEro Ha miee, Ho Obu1 6e3 uyBcTB. Cyns 1O BCEMY, OHM OKa3zajJuCh Ha
KaKOM-TO OCTPOBKE, [IOTOMY YTO 3a MOJIOCOM CKaj, TOpYalUuX M3 BOJbI, BUJHEJCS MaTepuk. Jrta
HOBOCTh BKYII€ CO CTPACTHBIM JKEJIAaHMEM BHOBB YBHJETH CBOMX Jeredl mpupana Topy cuin. OH
noMor JIOKKu MogHsIICS; MaIbYuK NoAXBaTua Paiika ¢ oJHOU cTOpoHBbI, a Top ¢ Ipyroii, u Bce Tpoe
3aKOBBUISUTH TI0 TIECKY, MMOKa HE HAaNUIM YKPOMHOE MECTeukKo. V3MydeHHBIe, OHHM TOBAJMIUCH B
3apOCIIM 4axJION TpaBbl. MUp Japuil UM HOCTENb U YKPbIBAJ OT HOPHIBOB BOIOLIETO BETPA.

CounHile y)xe B301LLI0, HO IIBET HEOa HAaBOJMIJI HA MBICIH O cyMepKax. Top MOHsUI, YTO IITOPM
IpeKpaTuTcs eme Heckopo. OOHapyX uB HEOONbIIYIO SMKY, OH HOJITOJKHYN JIOKKH, Ipu3bIBast
MEPEMECTHUTHCS Ty/a, yI0XWI Paiika u ocMoTpesn ero. Mallb4uK JIbIIIal, HO OTPHIBHCTO W XPHILIO.

[Tocne atoro Topy Bce-Taku MPHUILIOCH BCTATh M BBIIPSIMUATHCS B MOJIHBIA POCT — HAJI0 OBLIO
MOHATH, YTO IMPOUCXOJUT BOKPYT. Braneke ABIMIINCH KOCTPBI — KaXeTcs, KTO-TO pa3Omin Tam
narepp. Opgnako Top moHuMan, 4yTo €ro CHyTHUKaM Tyjaa He Jo0paThcs. MallbuukaM HY>KHO
BOCCTaHOBUTH cuibl. [lociie 3TOro MoxHO OyJdeT CXOAWUTh B Jarepb 3a noaMoroil. OTKpOBEHHO
roBopsi, Top u cam enBa Jepxacs Ha HOrax U He OTKa3ajics Obl OT HEOOJIBbIIOTO OT/IbIXA.

OH cHOBa NOBEPHYJICS B MOPIO, YTOOBI OCIEAHUN pa3 MOTJIAAETh TyAa, e 3aToHyna «Ocay.
'opu3oHT OBLT uYMCT, OJHAKO HeBAalieke OoT Oepera Top 3aMeTWsl KyCOK TO JIM MauThbl, TO JIH
KopaOenbHOW OOIIMBKY, a HA HEM — YeJIOBEKa B TEMHBIX 0Jek1aX. OOGIOMOK MIBBIPSJIO U3 CTOPOHBI
B CTOPOHY, HO Y€JIOBEK JeprKajcs Kpenko. ['oT, 4T00 emy mycTo Ob110!

Bpemsi 0T BpeMeHH MHUMBINA CBSAIIEHHUK MOJHUMAT OJHY PYKYy M OoT4asHHO Maxain. ClioB
ObL10 HE pa3oOpaTh, HO Top morangancs, uro NHKBU3UTOP MPOCUT O MIOMOIIIH.

«He crany s Tebs cnacartb, ['oT, — mogyman roHoma. — He xo4y MapaTh pyku TBOE€H KPOBBIO.
[Tycth MOpe caenaer 3a MeHs BCIO paboTy».

Bonnbl urpanu 0610MKOM, TOYHO CyMacIlI€IIee MHOTOPYKOE UyA0BHILE. Y AUBUTEIBHO, KaK
['oT ymynpuics CTOJIBKO MPOAEPKATHCS.

— I[pomaii, ['ot! — 3aopan Top.

Berep yHec ero cioBa B cropoHy. MHKBU3MTOp mepecTan MaxaTh M CHOBa BLENWICA B
ob6nomok. Top cienui, Kak BOJHBI aJHO TOHAT KPOILIEYHBIN IJIOT Ha3ajl, B OTKPHITOE MOpPE, BCE
Janelie u nanbiie oT 6epera. Hakonen, on npeBpartuiics B Touky. Top Monuics, 4ToObl 3Ta TBapk,
KOTOPYIO OH HEHaBHUJEJ OOJIbIlIEe BCETO B 3TOM MHUPE, CTUHYJIA pa3 U HaBCer/a.

I'ot ymokoutcsti B cBoeit Oe3M0HHON Moruie, U Jiucca Oyner cBobomna. OOHAIS)KECHHBIMH,
Top 6€e3 cui1 OImyCcTUIICS Ha 3€MIIIO PSAJIOM CO CBOUMU JPY3bSIMHU.

OH moHs1, YTO craj, JUIlb NPOCHYBUIMCH. ['0joBa Oblaa CIOBHO HajmuTa CBUHLOM. Top
BCTPSIXHYJICA, YTOOBI M30aBUTHCS OT HENPHUATHOTrO yyBcTBa. LlITOpM CTHX, NMHIL BeTep HE BCE HE
MOT" YCIIOKOUTBCA, U JOXKAb JIUJI IO-IIPEKHEMY, TaK UTO OACKIA 6€FH€H3 IMPOMOKIJIa 10 HUTKH. Ha



JUIE BBICTYNMJIA COJIb, IJ1a3a IIUIAJI0, HO Korja Top mombITasics yrepeTbesi, OH OOHapy»Kui, 4To
PYKH Y HETO CKOBaHbI LIEHSIMHU.

DTO OTKpbITHE TNOJEHCTBOBAJIO HA HEro, Kak ymaT JeAsHOW Bojabl. Top momoprail U
orysiaencs. Psjom cTosso elie HECKOJIBKO YeNIOBEK B IIEMSIX — CMYIJIBIX, TEMHOIJIa3bIX, C XyAbIMU
JULAMH, JJIMHHBIMU pyKaMu U Horamu. KoueBHuku ¢ UykecTpaHHBIX OCTPOBOB — T€ CaMbI€, O
KOTOpBIX roBopuia OipuH... OHM BHOJTOJOCa MEPEroBapuBaINCh Ha CBOEM s3blke, U Top He
MOHUMAaJI HU cjioBa. Ero camMoro HHMKTO HE OKJIMKHYI, XOTSI ObLIO OYEBHJIHO, YTO OH OYHYJCS.
[loguumasicb, Top mnoayman, He NPUOETHYTH JM K BOJIIEOCTBY, YTOOBI OCBOOOIUTHCS, HO
BcnoMHWI npo Jlokkm wm Paiika. Jlyis Havama CTOMT y3HaTh, 4TO C HHUMH, a JIO Te€X IMOp
BO3JIEP’KUBATHCS OT PE3KUX JABMXKEHUH.

[Toxoske, ero 3aHecio JOBOJBHO AAJIEKO OT IMECYaHOW KOCHI, TJe¢ OHM HAIUIA YOCKHIIE
MPOILIBLIM BEYEPOM. 3aHECHO... 3aHECIH, €CIW ObITh TOYHBIM, MPUYEM MPEABAPUTEIHHO
OJlypMaHUB KaKUM-TO CHaj00beM. BoT mouemy rosioBa 00JIUT, CIOBHO ¢ MoXMenbs. MHaue kakum
00pa3zoM ero MoJHSIIN, JOCTaBWIN CIOJa, 3aKOBAJIM B IIETH, & OH TaK M MpoaospKai cnath? Ckopee
BCEro, J0rajika Obljia BepHa, HO Top HUYEro He HOMHUJI.

CounHiie ObLIO YK€ BBICOKO, KOT'/Ia €r0 HaKOHEI-TO NOUTWIM BHUMaHueM. Kakoil-To 310poBsik
MUHAI JIeKAIIMX JIOAeH M NpUKa3blBal UM MOJAHMMATHCS, IMOJAKPEIUISsi CBOM CJOBa BeCbMa
KpaCHOPEUYHMBBIMHU JKECTaMU. 3aMETUB B PyKE HE3HAKOMILIA CBEPHYTHIN KHYT BECbMa yIpOXKaroIIero
BUJIa — oMep3uTenbHOe 3penuiie! — Top pemin noBUHOBAaThCs. Bekope MOSBUIIOCH €111€ HECKOJIBKO
HAJCMOTPIIMUKOB, KOTOPBIM, MIOX0XE, IPUXOJUIOCH IPOBOJAUTH B MOPE Ky/1a OOJIbIlIe BPEMEHHU, YEM
Ha cyle. 3J0pOBSK, KOTOPbII MPHILET epBbIM, 00paTHIICA K IUIEHHUKAM Ha TOM )K€ HEM3BECTHOM
Topy sA3bIKe, KOTOPBIM, MMOXO0XKeE, BIaJe] BeChbMa nocpeacTBeHHo. CocpenoTOUUBIINCH, Top cymen
MOHATH HECKOJIBKO CJIOB, HO IMOTOM PEUIMII HE YTPYXKAAThCsA. 3aKOHYUB THPAay, MaTPOC 3arOBOPUI
Ha poJHOM si3biKe Topa M Hadaj ¢ TOro, 4YTo MPEACTaBUIICA. ITO ObLT X3pHU, MEPBBIM TOMOIIHUK
UYepnoii Pyku.

—TebOe xpynHO He mOBe3JI0, NOJTOBsI3bIA. Temeph Thl pad M JOJKEH BecTH cebdsl, Kak
nojioxeHo pady. Kak tebs 30ByT?

Bpatb He ObLI0 HYX]IBI.

— TopkuH 'uHT.

— U otkyna Th1?

— "3 Tana.

MyxunHa paccMescs.

— [epBbIit pa3 moiiMan ydeHyro NTUIY U3 cToJuibl. HaBepHo, O0nbImX aeHer ctoumb, [ uHT.
UYro ThI 371€CH Aenaellb?

— [IbITarock yuenerb, — oTo3Bajiics Top W 3ameTwn, Kak Xd3puI MEPEeXBATHII CBOM KHYT
noyzao0Hee.

— Tsl MHe TyT He ocTpu, ['MHT. MBI TeGe OoCTphIii A3bIYOK OBICTPO MojapexkeM. Moe nenno —
CIpalIuBaTh, @ TBOE — OTBEYATh. bl TENEPh MO BEllb, TOHSI?

3ameuaHue ObUIO CIIPABEIMBBIM, a IJITABHOE — CBOEBPEMEHHBIM.

— TrI ¢ Kakoro KOpaodIIs?

— C «Ocpi». OHa 3aTonyna Bo Bpems mropma. [loxosxke, Xapuaa u ero npusTesIe mpoHsIo.

— Tsl Tam ObL1? — PSABKHYJ NEPBBIA MOMOLTHUK, OAX01s OJIHKe.

— Jla, s ¥ 1Ba MOUX TOBApPHILA.

— A 910 ¢ KanuTaHOM?

OcTopoKHO.

— MeptB. MOHO cka3aTh, yOui1 cam ceosl.

— Bpemb! — 3a0pan 310poBsik. — Uto6sl Uepnast Pyka nummn cedst xu3znu? Jla ObITh TOTO HE
MOJXET.

— 51 6611 TaM, — Bo3pazuia Top. — OH He xoTen aumaTh ceOs xu3Hu. [Ipocto HecuacTse.

TumuHa neryia eMy Ha IUIeYd, KaK CBUHIIOBBIA Tpy3. Ciymanu Bce, Hake palbl mepecTain
[IEPEMHHATHCS C HOTU Ha HOTY.

— OH pemus HEMHOTO TMOPa3BIIEYbCs — OTPYOUTh PYKY MaTpOCy, KOTOPBIA €My HE YroJui.



Hauwunancs mropm, u Kopabiib HEOXKUJAHHO KavHyIo... Jlymaro, ¢ 3TOro Bce W Hadayioch. YepHas
Pyka octynumics u yman, a TOHOp BoOIIed eMy HpsAMO B rpyias. Korma s Bujen kanuTaHa B
MOCJICHHM pa3, ero KUK OblTA pa3OpocaHbl Mo Beel manyoe.

Top ¢ ymoBOIBCTBHEM 3aMETHJ y)Kac Ha (PU3HOHOMHUSIX PAOOTOPTOBIEB. XAPHUJ KAKUM-TO
4yJIOM COXpaHWJI caMoo0IiajaHue.

— A octasibHbIE?

— Jlymaro, Bce moru0miu, — otBeTis1 Top. — B MauTy yaapuna moiaHus, 1 Kopalib 3aropencs. S
OTJISIHYThCSl HE YCHEN, KaK OH pa3BaIMJICSA W YIIENA Mo Boay. Mbl Tpoe HpBITHYIU 3a OOpT U
03TOMY craciuch. [Ipo ocTanbHBIX HUYErO CKa3aTh HE MOTY.

— A uro ThI genan Ha 60pty «Och»?

— Ilnbn B Kunpec. A omnarun gopory. Ilo3BosibTe cipocuts, Iie MOU Ipy3bs?

— OnuH ymupaet, ecnu y)xe He ymep. Kcratu, 3170 mapHuinka U3 Hamieid KoMaHabl. A BTOpPO
TaKOW CMa3JIMBEHbKUH... JleBOUeK y Hac HET, Tak YTO HaIlIM pedsTa UM HEMHOI'O MOTOJIb3YIOTCS.

Top nmouyBCcTBOBAJ, YTO 3aKHUIIAECT.

— 51 He mpoCTO TaK CHIPOCHII, I'/i€ OHU. S JIekaph U MOTYy cllacTu Ballero roHry. Urto xacaercs
Jloknmuua T'mnbura... [{ymaro, Tebe HEOE3BIHTEPECHO Yy3HATh, YTO €r0 cecTpa — cympyra SHyca
Ksucra. YBepen, KBUCT ¢ yI0BOJILCTBHEM pacCKakeT Tebe, KaK CiaeayeT oOpamiaThCs ¢ €ro poIHeH.

To, uro mnpouzowmo MOTOM, cieaoBano npeasuaers. C  XopuaoM He cleaoBajo
pasroBapuBaTth CBhICOKa. Tem Oosiee He cTomyo myraTh ero SAnycom Keucrtom. Kuyt oGxer Mokpyto
koxy Topa. bonb Obls1a TakoW CUIIBHOM, YTO TUICHHHK YITall B TPs3b. XA3PHUJ CHOBA XJIECTHYII €T0, Ha
3TOT pa3 nomnas 1o cnuHe. OrayieHHsi 605610, Top eBa ciiblial, Kak OpeT MepBbIi OMOIIHUK.

—Yro6 s Gonpiie Takoro He ciwimai, ['mHT! C 3TOrO0 Mura OyneT Tak: eclid s K Tebe
oOpailaroch, Thl CMOTPUIIL Ha CBOM HOT'M U OTBeuaellb. bl — pa0d. MHe elle He Takue CKa3Ku
COUMHSIOT, 4YTOOBI criacTy cBOIO HIKYpy. He Boiiiaer, ['unt. Uepes Tpu-ueTsipe 1Hs T€Os MpoaagyT B
Kumnpece Bmecte ¢ TBOMM APYKKOM, Y KOTOPOTO K TOMY BpeMEHHU OynieT 340poBO 00JIETh 33 HULIA.
A Ternepb BCTaBail U JIEYU IOHTY, [IOTOMY YTO OH MHE HYyK€H. [IoToM MOKelllb 3aHSAThCS CBOUM
Ipy’KKOoM. MHe OH Hy>€H 3J0pOBbIM, YTOOBI MOU pedsTa Oinxailiiue JBe HOYM HE KaJTOBaIKCh.

[locnennue ciaoBa OH IPOU3HEC, HE MEHSACH B JjHIe. MOpSKU pacxoxoTajauch. Top yxke
cobuparcs 3arHaTh TOT CMEX UM B IJIOTKH, KOTJa YCIBIMIAN Y ce0sl B TIIyOOKHI OapXaTHBIN ToJioC.
CoBceM Kak B TOT JEHb, KOTJa KIEHMMMIM JEBYIIKY MO UMeHHM Mapusi, 1 Mepkyq BIepBbIe
3aroBOPUJI C HUM.

«He noka3zbiBaii uM cBoto cuity. He ctont.

[[BeTa moGnexau. Top OCTOPOIKHO OTIISAACIICA.

«KT0 3T0?» — MBICTIEHHO CITPOCHII OH, HE 00paIlasch HU K KOMY ONPEENIEHHO.

«1 cToro yepes IByX YeNOBEK CJIeBa OT TEOD».

X3pU 4TO-TO CKOMAHJIOBaJI CBOMM MOAPYYHBbIM. OauH W3 HUX nojomen kK Topy, pbIBKOM
MOJHSUI €r0 Ha HOTH, M IUIEHHUK BOCHOJb30BAJICA ATHM, YTOOBI pasriseTb TOTO, KTO C HUM
ropopwil. Ha Mur ero riasa BCTpeTWJIM NMPUCTAIBHBIA B3IJIAJ BBICOKOTO CMYIJIOro yenoBeka. [Ipu
TYCKJIOM cBeTe OeNKH IJ1a3 MMOOJEeCKUBAIU Ha TEMHOM JIMLE, U Ka3aJloCh, YTO OHU cBeTATCS. OH
ClIerKa KUBHYIL

«Kto TB1?» — pomenTtan Top no kaHaly CBSI3U, KOTJIa €r0 TAallUIH [IPOYb.

«AJOHTO-MOPYK».

Kax?!

«Onun u3 [NanaguaoB?»

B stoT Mmur Topa BTOJIKHYJIM B TAJIATKY.

«lIsaterit. [ToroBopuM OTOMY.

W cBa3p npepBanace.

Paiik nexan B yriy najaTky, OpsSMO Ha 3eMJIe, U JIpO’Kaj C TOJIOBbI IO HOT. Y HEro Havaics
xap. Top nmoHsn, 4to nMpo AOHTO, 3a4eM Obl OH 3/1€Ch HE MOSIBUJICS, MPUIETCS Ha KaKOe-TO BpeMs
3a0bITh.

— CHuUMUTE C MEHS LIeTH, — TIOMIPOCUI OH BCIYX.

— Ecnu yTo-HUOYAb BBHITBOPUIIB, Pald, Mbl MaJbUUIIKE TOPJIO MEpEPEKEM, — IPOBOPYAIT OAUH



13 pabOTOProBIIEB U Jajl CBOEMY TOBapuIly 3HaK 0cBoOouTh Topa. — S He npo roHry. S npo Hairy
CJIaJIKYIO IEBOUKY, — U OH MEP3KO YXMbUIbHYJICS MpsAMO B JiuLo Topy.

C Tebs cranercs, noayman Top, riasas B ero majieHbkue rinaskud. Her, youiictBo B ero
HaMepeHus noka He BxoauT. OH Bcerga oOemian cebe, YTO HE CTAHET UCIOJIb30BaTh CBOIO CHUILY,
yTOOBI YOUBATH JIOJCH. .. OJHAKO MHOTIa 00€IIaHne MPUXO0AUIIOCH HAPYIIaTh, TOTOMY YTO JIPYroro
BbIX0oJla He Obuto. OH Bce elle MNOMHMJI KalluTaHa MOPCKHUX pa300MHHUKOB Mo mpo3Bully YepHas
Pyka, 1 KpoBb, KOTOpasi XjecTaja U3 CTPALIHOW paHbl y HEro Ha rpyAau. DTOro HEroJss yOUTh He
cnoxkuee. Ho AnoHro mpeaynpenus: Helb3s MOKa3bIBaTh, YTO ThI CIIOCOOEH TBOPUTH BOJIIEOCTBO.
Tak 4TO JydlIe NOJ0KIaTh U MOCIYIIATh, YTO CKaXeT [1AThIi.

— Cmacu6o, — ckazan Top, XoTs HacTpoeHUs Ui JIOOE3HOCTEH y Hero He Obu1o. Manmbuuk
CropaeT B JIUXOPAJIKe U J0 MOJYAHS BpsJ Jiu poTsaHeT. — Mos cymka... [lomHute cymky, oHa Oblia
IIpU MHE, Korja Bbl MeHs Hanum? Kosxxanasa?

Paz6oitauk Tymo nmocmoTpen Ha Hero. [lonpoOyem eme pas.

— Ona Bucena y MeHs Ha nosice, Kkorja s BeiOpascs Ha 6eper. KopuuneBas, noutu yepHas. Ee
IIOJDKHBI OBUIM HAWTH BMECTE CO MHOM.

Crapmnii U3 HaJCMOTPILIMKOB HUYEro HE CKa3all, TOJbKO CJIErKa KHWBHYI, €ro HOJPYYHbIN
BbIOEKaJ U3 MaJIaTKU U BCKOPE BEpHYJIcs ¢ cyMKoi. Top mouyBcTBOBasl OrpOMHOE 00JIerYeHre, HO
HE MojaJl BUIY, MOI4a 3a0pan ee u oTKpblI. Ha camom gene celiuac cymka Obuia HE HyXHa. Top
IIPOCTO BOBpPEMSI BCIIOMHMJI O €€ CYIIECTBOBAHUHU M PEIINJI, YTO €€ HE XyAO ObLIO Obl BEPHYTH.
[Toka OH cOCPenOTOUEHHO KOMAJCS B HEM, CIIOBHO HAAESAJICA HAUTH YTO-TO Moaxojsilee. B koHie
KOHLIOB, BCE 3T BEIIM BBITJIAJIEIN BECbMa TANHCTBEHHO.

— Her, Her... — npo6opmoTain oH. — S gymain, oHo 371eck... Bbl HUuUero orcrona He 3a0upanu?

PaGoToproBiisl mokavyaau roJloBaMu.

— 3HayuT, y MEHsS HET TOro, 4TO HYXHO, — pasapaxeHHo Opocuin Top.— Ho xoTe mapa
MOKPBIX ITOJIOTEHEII Y BaC HauaeTcs?

Pa300iiHuK, KOTOpBII MpHHEC CYMKY, CHOBa yaaauics. BTopoil KOBBIpsuI B HOCY U BCEM
CBOHMM BHJIOM MOKa3bIBaJl, 4YTO €My IIyOOKO IJIEeBaTh Ha BCE MPOUCXOIALICE.

Top xocuyncs nmamonsmu Paitka m mpusBan llsera. Ceitvac Hago pabotarh OBICTPO: CO
CTOPOHBI JJOJDKHO MOKA3aThCs, YTO OH MPOCTO OIpeNeNsieT, HACKOJIbKO cuiieH xkap. Ha camom nerne,
UCLENNUTD JIMXOPAJKY 38 HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHUI HUYETrO HE CTOUT... HO Top yKe Mo4yBCTBOBAJ, UYTO
JIeJI0 He TOJIbKO B Hel. Hanuio mHble npusHaku, Kyaa Oosee 3i1oBeniue. Paiik Obla Tak Hamyra,
YTO HE TOKeJan OoJblIe ocTaBaThecsl B 3ToM Mupe. Celiuac ero teno ObLIO IMyCTON 000J0YKOH, a
€ro OXBaueHHas yXacoM Jyllia cKanach, 3a0ujach B KaKOM-TO albHUM yroj U MEAJIEHHO yMupasa
Tam.

Top nuxopalouHO Pa3MBILIUIAI, BCIOMHHAN HACTaBJIEHUSI, KOTOPbIE CIbIIIal oT Mepkyaa u
BbIuMTal B ero kHurax. Her. Ilpexnae, uem HaunHath JiedueHue, Hal0 U30aBUTHCS OT CBUIETENCH.

— Manpunk ymupaer oT 00J€3HH, C KOTOPOW s CTAJIKHMBAJICS BCETO JBa pas3a, — MPOU3HEC
1oHo1Ia. — bonie3Hp oueHb TsKenas u 3apasHasi.

Pa30oitHIKY OIS TUITUCE.

— [Momoxaute... MHe HyXE€H MOMOIIHHUK, — TOp MpPOM3HEC 3TO TaK, CIOBHO HAKOHEI-TO
nepeen K CyTd Bompoca.

— OTO HE KO MHE, — BO3pa3HJl OJIUH.

Bropoit nokavai royioBoi.

— Torna on ympet! A Xopuj ckazai, 9To s IOJDKEH €ro CIIacTH.

— Tsl ckazan, 4To OH BCE paBHO MOMPET, — IPOBOPYAIT CTAPLIUH.

— 1 Tonbko ckazai, 4ro OH ymupaer. Ho s, BO3MOXKHO, cymMer0 €ro BbLIeYUTh. Heckonbko
4acoB U JIMILIHSASA apa pykK...

Hu onun He mieBenbHyncs, 1 Top BBUIOKUI IIIaBHBIN KO3bIPb.

— Jlagno. IlpuBenutre mMHE KOro-HHMOYAb M3 paboB... Her, He xoro yromuo. beim Takoi
JUIMHHBINA, CTOSUI YEpe3 JBA YEJIOBEKAa OT MEHS... MHE HYKE€H CWIbHBIN MOMOIIHUK. K ToMy e OH,
MIOXO0XKe, TYNOBaT U HE CTaHET 3a/laBaTh JIMIIHUX BOINPOCOB, — U TOp YIBIOHYJCS, CIOBHO €ro
coOeceTHUKY MOHSJIH IIYTKY.



Kak oH u oxuan, MaTpochl KJIIOHYJIN Ha 3Ty YA0UKY, a CTApUINH Ja)ke MOJMUTHYJ B OTBET.

— IlpucmoTpu 3a HUM, biyt, — Opocus oH u yues.

Bckope Apnonro mnpusenu B martep. Ha cMyriom jMile IUIeHHHMKa OBLJIO HamUCcaHO
OTKPOBEHHOE y/AUBIIEHUE, U TOp MATKO KOCHYJICS €r0 pazyMma.

«Toapirpaii MHE», — CKa3aJl OH MBICIICHHO.

«C panocTeio», — OTKIMKHYJCA AnoHTOo. ['0J0C y Hero ObUI BCEe TaKOM K€ MATKHA U
rI1yOOKUH.

Hecomuenno, IIareiii 3 IlanaguHoB HE TOJMBKO yCIHbIIIad, HO W MOHSUI €ro. A BeAb OHHU
JOJDKHBI JymMaTh Ha pas3HblX s3bikax! [louemy Torma um ¢ CakceHOM HMKOTAAa HE YyJaBajocCh
YCTaHOBUTH CBSA3b Pa3yMOB?

— C Hero 5 11enM He CHUMY, — PSIBKHYJI pa300iHUK, noaTankuBas Anonro k Topy u Paiiky.

— [Nonumaro, — orBetmsn Top. — S Bac 00 3ToM u He mpomry. Ho ecnu Bam gopora Ku3Hb,
COBETYIO BbIiiTH. Eciii ManbpuMiika Ha BaC UMXHET, 3aBTpa Bbl OyZETe JIeKaTh B IUXOPAJIKE.

OTH c0Ba IPOU3BENH J0KHOE BIIEUaTIICHHUE.

— Jlymaro, s He MMOXO0X Ha 4YeJIOBEKa, KOTOpPbI HamepeH cOexarh. Ho ecnu xotute, MoxeTe
IIPUKOBATh MEHS LIEMIBIO K 3TOMY ILIECTY, — Mpoaosrkai Top.

— A TbI caM 3Ty JpsSHb HE MOALENUIIb?

— 51 yxxe paHplue Je4usl TakuX OOJIbHBIX U, KaK BUAWUTE, KUB. J[ymMaro, MeHs 3Ta 3apaza He
Oeper. Takoe ciyyaeTcs, ¥ HU OJMH JIeKapb HE CMOI MOHSTh, nmoyemy. MoxeT, ¢ ToOOH Toxke
HUYEro He MPOM30HAET — KTO 3HaeT? Xouenlb UCIBITaTh Cyan0y, bepua, — tebds 30ByT bepun,
BepHO? Toraa ocraBaiics.

Crapuero pa3z0oifHuKa Ipomud NoT, U OH MOT TOJIbKO MOJYa KUBHYTh, YKa3bIBas Ha MOPYKa.
Top noHs1, 4TO OH XOUYET CKa3aTh.

— Jlymaro, ero >KM3Hb HEMHOTO CTOUT.

bepun ckpuBmiics.

— He ckaxxu. OH Bok b cBOEro miiemMeHu. 3a Hero B Kumnpece xopoiio 3ariarsr.

[Topa 6b1 BaM yxouTh, nogymani Top.

— Xopo110, MOXelllb PUKOBATh €r0 BMECTE CO MHOM, a caMm KapayJib cHapyxu. Kak Toyibko y
MaJbuMKa CIaJeT Kap, 1 Te0s 030BYy. DTO Oy/AET 03HA4YaTh, YTO OH yXKe HE 3apa3eH.

Kaxercsi, bepua cuen 3TOT J0BOI HEJOCTATOYHO YOSIUTEIHHBIM.

— FEme pa3 roBopro: Moxelb pUCKHYTb. Ho s TebGs mnpenynpemwi. 3Haelib, 4eM Bce
3akaHunBaerca? Thl ucTekaemb KpoBbio. KpoBb TeueT OTOBCIOY: M3 HOCA, U3 Ija3, U3 yIle, u3
3aJIHULBL. .. JaXKe C KOHIA KalaeT.

OTBaXHBIE MOPCKHE pPa30OMHWKKA TOOJIEAHENH, Kak mapycuHa. bepua d9To-TO OYpKHYI
CBOEMY TMOJIPy4YHOMY, M OHM IHOCNemHO mpuxkoBaiu Topa W AnOHro K 1mecty. AJIOHIO
MO-TIPEKHEMY OCTaBaJICs B LEMsX; pyku y Topa Oblin cBOOOIHBI, HO 1I€Mb, KOTOPasi COEUHSIIA €r0
IIMKOJIOTKH, OKa3ajach TaKOM KOPOTKOM, YTO OH MOT €/1Ba KOBBUIATH HO majaTke. O ToM, 4TOObI
BBIOpATHCS HAPYXKY, HE MOTJIO OBITh U PEYH.

— MBbI x71eM, — 00bsiBUI bepul, npukpeiBast poT U HOC PYKOH.

Top xuBHYN. BraskHble NOJOTEHIA YK€ ObLIN JTOCTABJIEHBI B MaJaTKy, U OH CTaJl IOKa3bIBATh
AnoHro, kak nenath ooepTsiBanue. MiMm HeBeposATHO noBesio: Paiik 3aBopouancs u yuxuyi. bepuna
u bayra ciioBHO BETPOM CAYJIO.

«Cnacu00, 9TO TpHIIIET», — MBICIIEHHO Mpou3Hec Top.

«botock, y MeHs HE OBLIIO BRIOOPAY.

«S1 umero B BUIY, UTO Thl POJUIICS 3aHOBOY.

«U 5 To)e, — GeccTpacTHO OTBETHII MOPYK. — XOTS HE 51 TBOM 3aLIUTHUK.

«[loHuMmaro. A KOro ThI 3aIIMIACIIb ?»

«S1 moiimy, KOT/1a BCTpEUy €ro.

[TosicHATH OH HE cTal.

«JIuce ckazana Tebe, Kak €ero uMs?»

«ms — HeT, — yKIOHYMBO OTBETHI AOHT0. — Ho cKka3zana, 4To OH COBCEM FOHY.

Top 3ameTui1, 4T0 MOPYK yXOJUT OT MPSAMBIX OTBETOB. UTO 3k HE CTOMT Ha HEro JaBuTh. M



ellle MMPEJACTOUT y3HATh JAPYT Apyra MoJyyllle.

«A TbI 3Haellb, KT0 17» — crpocuil Top. Borpoc Mor noka3aTbCsi BHICOKOMEPHBIM, U €MY 3TO
HE OHPABUJIOCh.

«To1 — Tor Camblity.

«dymato, Tebe HE cTOUT Tak 000 MHE AyMaThy.

«Y KaxXJ0ro U3 Hac CBOS POJib, U MBI JIOJDKHBI €€ urpath. S — oaun u3 [lanagunos. Tel — ToT
Camblit».

Top B3noxny. [Ipogomxars criop 661710 GECCMBICIEHHO.

«A mo4eMy Thbl IPEaYIPEKIai, YTOOBI sl HE TIOKa3bIBaJI CBOIO CHILY ?»

AJIOHTO yIBIOHYIICS.

«Mopsiku Oositcst Bose6cTBa. OHM TOTOBBI YOUTH JIHOOOT0, KOTO 3amOJI03pST B YMEHUU
TBOPHUTH BOJIIIEOCTBO, — MOW HApOJ HA3bIBAET 3TO MCKYCCTBO «dpa-hpay. DTH Moau OOSITCS TOTO,
BO YTO MBI BEPHM, TOTO, YEM MBI KHBEM. .. BOJIIIEOCTBA, KOTOPOE MBI TBOPUM.

«A monu B Kumnpece?»

«$1 HUKOTJa TaM He ObIBa», — AZJOHIO OIYCTHJI IJ1a3a U MOCMOTPEIT Ha CBOU LIEIH.

«O, xoneuHo. [Ipoctu. ['ne onu Te6s cxBaTHIA?)»

«Jlaneko otcroga. Moit Hapoa He KUBET MOJO0JTY Ha OJJHOM MECTEe, HO TOProBIbl padaMu yxe
pa3Benany, KaKUMHU IyTSIMHA MBI 00bI9HO XoauM. OHHU NMPHUXOIAT C OTHEM M CTpEllaMH, yOMBArOT
Hamux OpaHro, CxuramoT Hamuy marpsl. OHM  yOMJIM MOKO KEHIIMHY... U MOHX
JoYepen-IBOMHSIIEK. .. — OH TPYCTHO YNbIOHYJCS. — Ho maMsaTh 0 HUX HUKOMY HE YOUTbY.

Top HIYEM HE MOT ero yTemuTh. MyXeCTBOM U BEIMYHEM JIyXa BOKb MOPYKOB HAaIIOMHUHAI
Knyra. OH cmyTiics, 1 oT AJJOHIO 3TO HE YKPbUIOCH.

«He BuHuM cebs. He ciyumch 3TOro, si HUKOTAa HE CMOT OBl HMCHOJHUTH TO, YTO MHE
npenHadeprano. S — [lateiit u3 [lanangunos. S npuHuMaro cBO xpeduin».

«TBI 3TOTO HE 3aCITYKUI».

Spko-rony6sie riaza Topa ropenu raeBoM. Jluce! Ona urpaer ar0abMH, TOUHO KyKiI0BOJ. B
3TOT MUT OH T'OTOB OB €€ MPUAYIIUT. .. €CIIU ObI MOT.

AJIOHT0 TIOKaJ MJIeYaMHu.

«Bcs xu3np [lananuHoB cBsizaHa ¢ kepTBamu. ['oBopro Tebe: He aAymaro, 4yTO y MEHs ObLI
BbI0Op. OHU yMepnu ObicTpo. OHU HUYEro HE MOYYBCTBOBAIM. S1 yyBcTBOBaN 00Jb U Onarojiapex
3a 3Ty Muiioctb. He Oynem 006 atom. [loxanyiicta... Mans4uk *KaeT», — OH mokas3an Ha Paiika.

«OH pnaneko, — Top moiiman ce0s Ha TOM, YTO MOYYBCTBOBaJ OOJIETY€HHUE, U CMYTHUIICS. —
CnuimkoM cuiibHOE NOTpsiceHue. S 4yBCTBYIO, IOKa OH C HaMU, HO €CJIM HEe OYHETCs B Onikaiiiiee
BpeMsi, TO YMpET. Sl MOTY YHATH JIUXOPAIKy, HO MHE HY)XHO HAlTH €ro AyIly W BEPHYTH TYAa, TIC
€l HAJIJICKUT HAXOUThCS.

AJIOHTO KMBHYIL.

«YTo 51 Mory crenats?»

«JT10 omacHo. Sl naxke He 3HAI0, IO CUJIaM JIM HaM Takoe. Mbl JOJKHBI IIPEJICTaBUTh, YTO S —
KOpalOJib, a THI — SIKOPb, U IIETIb, KOTOPAsi COCIMHSET HAC, OUeHb NpodHas. Twl OyJems nepxarh
MEHS U30 BCeX CU. A s BOiiay B Teso Paiika v MONmbITaloCh HAMTHU €ro TyIIy».

['ma3za AZOHrO OKPYTJINIIUCK.

«ITO HE CIIUIIKOM Pa3yMHO.

Top ynbi6HynCs. [loueMy HUKOMY HUKOTJ]a HE HPABSITCSI €T0 3ayMKH ?

«bonp1ie B rojloBy HUYEro He MPHILLIO».

«CHIIKOM OTacHO... — AJJOHTO TTOKa4yaJ ToJIOBOM. — S HE MOTy».

«Tb1 Ooutbes?»

«He 3a cebs1, — pe3ko 0TBETUI MOPYK. — 3a TeOsi. MHe He TT03BOJICHO TOOOW PUCKOBATHY.

«3HauuT, MHE TIPUJETCS PUCKHYTHh caMoMy, AnoHT0. JKaib, s b1 MOT BOCIIOJIB30BAThCS TBOEH
CUIION».

Oto ObLI yaap HUXe 1nosca, Ho Topy BbIOMpPATh HE MPUXOUIOCE.

«Paiik n1oJKeH BBIKUTE. [IpocTo cienn 3a HAlMMK CTpayKaMm».

AJIOHTO MPOTSHYJ PYKY U cxBaTui Topa 3a miedo.



«ITonoxmu. S momory».

Mopyk Tak HUKOTJAa M HE y3HaJ, Kakod OjarogapHOCTH ObLI MCMOJNHEH Top, KOTOpbIil Ha
camMoOM JieJie TOJIKOM He MPECTaBJIsI, KaK PelInTh 3Ty HENpOCTylo 3anauy. He Tepsas BpemeHu, o
YCTAaHOBMJI CBSI3b M OYUCTHJI CBOM pa3yMm OT BCEX JIMIIHUX MbICJIEH. 3aMeTuB Ha rydax AJIOHTO
MpauHyo yiabIOKy, Top HETOYMEHHO MOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO.

«39T0 MOX0XKe Ha 00it ¢ OprakoM, — MOPYK OIYCTHJICS Ha KOJIeHU psAnoM ¢ Paiikom. — Mbl
JieNlaii TO K€ caMO€ — COEAMHSUIM Hallu pa3yMbl Tak Kpemko, kak moriau. Ho cui Bce paBHO He
XBaTHIION.

VY Topa nmpobexan Mopo3 no koxe. OH cHoBa kocHyics Paitka namgonsimu, npusBan LlBeta u
[IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO PACTBOPSIETCS B HUX.

Korma Top namen Paiika, TOT jexaln, CKaBIIUCh B KOMOYEK M MCTOIIHO 3aBOIMII, €]Ba
MIOYYBCTBOBAJ NMPUOIMKEHHE JIPYrOro 4esloBeKa. AJIOHIO TOXKE YCJbIIIAN KPUK, U CBSI3b MEXIY
HUMU cTajia kpenue. Mopyk enBa yaepskajicsi, 4TOObl HE BBITJIIHYTh W3 MajlaTKW, HO HAIlOMHUJ
ce0e, 4TO OWMET, eclii pa300MHUKN pelaT BOUTH BHYTPb.

«Tuxo, Paiik, — mennyn Top, oOpaiasch K pa3yMmy MaJlbyuka. — ITO TOJBKO 5».

HOnra 6b11 B 3amemiarenscTBe. OT yxaca ero MbICIH MyTaJUCh, U OH Ja)ke He MOHsUL, uTo Top
HE IIPOCTO PSJAOM — OH B HEM.

«Wm 3a MmHOI, Paiiky.

«MHe ctpamHo. OH OTpyOUT MHE PYKY U CKOPMUT MEHS TUTAaHTCKUM MYpPEHaM».

«Paiik!» — Top ObLT HETIPEKIIOHEH.

«1a?» — nouyT GeCIIyMHO OTKIMKHYJICS MaJIbUHuK.

«UYepnas Pyka meptB. "Oca" 3aronyna. Tel 3a0nynuncs. Mau 3a MHOH, 51 oTBexy TeOs Tyna,
r7ie Mbl 00a TOJDKHBI HaxoauThes. [lonnmaens?»

Hacrynuno nonroe momuanue, u Topa oxBaruia TpeBora. CKOIbKO AJTOHTO CMOXET JIep>KaTh
ero? Jlonro num OH MOXET ocTaBarthcsi B Tene Paifka, He mojBepras OmacHOCTH HU ceO0s, HU
MajbuuKa’?

«PaiiKk, Tl CHBIIIUIIE MEHS 7

«OH MepTB? A MBI HE YTOHYIU ?»

«Mp1 xuBbl. He ckaxy, 4To BCe 3aMeyaTesibHO, HO MbI BhIKapaOkaemcs. [Ipexnae Bcero, Mbl
JIOJDKHBI OBITh BMECTE... M MPOCHYTHhCA. ThI muuemb 3a MHON? O6emar, 1 HUKOMY HE TO3BOJIIO
MPUYUHUTH TEOE 3710».

«A 49TO CTpSICIOCH?»

3HAYHT, OH BCE-TaKH ciymaer. Mosozerr.

«OTKpOBEHHO TOBOPS, 0€3 TeOSI MHE HE CIIPABUTHCSI.

Paiik mo3Bosni B3sTh cedst 3a pyKy U nocienosan 3a Topom. KOHoma eapa ycnen BepHyThCs
B COOCTBEHHOE T€JIO, KOTJa ria3a AJoHTo pacnaxHynuck. [losor 3amypinan, B najgaTky BBAJUIICS
X3pu/, a 3a HUM €ro TOMOUTHUKH.

Mopyk Bce elie Aep:kall B pyKax BIQXHYIO TpAnkKy. EMy XBaTuiao nmpucyTcTBUs Jyxa, YTOObI
JIEIOBUTO CYHYTh €€ Topy, KOTOPBbIN TSHKENO JbIIall, bITasiCh cOOPAThCs C MBICIISIMU.

«bepu, — pazmanoce B TOJOBE MOJOJOTO JieKaps mmrneHue AmoHro.— WM gemait To, 9TO
10JIaraeTcsn.

Top B3IOXHYJ, BBIIPSIMHJI CIHMHY W TOTAHYJCA. Takoe 4YyBCTBO, YTO €My HPHUILIOCH
MPOCTOSITh HA KOJEHSAX MOJAHS... OH OCTOPOXHO MOJHSUI TOJIOBY, HOCMOTpen Ha Xdopuaa H
IOJIOXKUJI BJIayKHOE MoJIoTeH1e Ha J1o0 Paiiky. ['osioBa 1mi1a Kpyrom — cocTosiHue, B KOTOPOM TPYIHO
JieNiaTh BUJ, YTO ¢ TOOOM HUYETo HE MPOUCXOIUT.

— 3adeM Tebe ATOT pad? — PABKHYI XIPHU/I.

Top noxocwics Ha roHry. Jlumo Paiika mozepruBanoch, rilasa IIOJ 3aKpBITBIMU BEKaMH
JIBUTAJIUCh, CIIOBHO OH YTO-TO pasrisabiBai. JJoOpbiit 3Hak. Manbuuk BepHycs K xKU3HU. OH CIUT,
HO OIIaCHOCTh MHHOBaJIa, U CKOpo OH Oynert 310poB. Teneps Hano pazoOpaThesi ¢ pabOTOPrOBLEM,
KOTOPBI IpeObIBaeT HE B CAMOM JIyYLIIEM PaclojioKeHUU ayxa. Top ¢ TpyaoM BCTall, ¢ TOKOPHBIM
BUJIOM M3y4asi CBOU OOTUHKH, HO HE IPEMUHYII I0Ka3aTh XAPUIY, YTO MPUKOBAH K IIECTY. AJJOHTO



OCTaBaJICS Ha KOJIEHSAX U MOJIYAL.

— 51 nan ManpuMKy COHHOE CHaZ00be, KOTOPOE 3a0/ITHO CHUMET ap, NouTeHHbIN. Jlymato, nmpu
JIOJI’KHOM yXOJ1€ OH BBI3JIOPOBEET.

— Tax-Tak, BceMOrymuii iekapb. .. A Tbl HAy4UJICS BECTH ce0sl KaK CIeAyeT, KakK s IOTJISIKY. . .

— Ha, cynape.

Topa Tak u moaMbIBajIO JaTh BOJIIO L[BeTaM, KoTOpbIe Bee elle NepeauBaluch BHYTPH.

— ... A BOT Ha MO BONIPOC ThI TaK ¥ HE OTBETHIL

Kaxkoii Bonpoc? Top nodyBcTBOBaJ, YTO €My OTYAHHO HY)XEH OTIbIX.

«OO0BsICHU, YTO 5 3/I€Ch JIeNao», — MoJcKa3zal AoHro. MbICIu XOpOBOJOM 3aKPYXKWINUCH Y
Topa B ronose.

— SlroBopust BamuM JrofsM, yTo Paiik cmeprenbHO OojieH M 4To OoJsie3Hb 3apaszHas... S
omunocs, MPOCTUTE, Cyaph... HO TOJBKO OTYACTU. 3a MAJIBLYMKOM MPUIETCS YXaKUBATh BCIO HOYb,
nHave oH ymper. Hanerocs, Mopyk OyzeT MHE OMOTraTh, U Balllk JIFOJM CMOTYT CIIaTh CIIOKOMHO. ..
cynape, — Top Opocun Ha OBIBIIEro NMOMOIIHWKA KamWTaHa OBICTPHIN B3I M CHOBA OIYCTHII
rijasa.

— Ckonbko 3a00ThI 0 MouX pedsitax, ['uHT... C dero Obl 3170? Ho ThI IpaB: y MeHS HE JOJIKHA
00JIeTh roJIoBa HU M3-3a Te€0s, HU U3-32 MOPYKa, HU M3-3a IOHTU. [IpocTo eciau Thl BBITAIIMIIB €T,
OH HaM e1ie npuroautcs. Tak 4to npoaoskaid. 3aBTpa Mbl OTILIBIBAEM.

Xapua yxe cobpaics yXoauTh, HO 00CPHYJICSA U MOUTPAT KHYTOM.

— AXx, na, I'muat. OTON HOYBIO 5 000MIych Oe3 neBodek. S ycran, — OH yXMBUIBHYJCS. —
Moskelb caMm pa3BlIeKaTbCs CO CBOUM JIFOOMMYHKOM.

— Cmacu6o, cynaps.

370 BCe, YTO CMOT BbIIaBUTh U3 cedst Top, npexae ueM Xd3pus U ero MoApyyHbIe YIaIHINCh.

[Toxoxe, OH yCHYJI, IOTOMY YTO OYHYJCS OT TOrO, YTO €ro Tpsciau. YTo-To riryxo Opsuano
npsiMo Haj yxoM. Llern?! 3atem Top BCHOMHIII BCe M OTKPBLI TJ1a3a. AJIOHTO IPUCTAIIBHO CMOTPE
Ha HEro, ¥ BUJl Yy MOpYKa OY€Hb 00ECIIOKOCHHBIH.

«YTO c1ydnnoch?» — CpOCU FOHOLIA.

«He 3nato. [lymaro, Thl HOTEPSIT MHOTO CHJI, UCLEISAS MAJIbUUKay.

«Kak oH?» — Top OCTOpPOXKHO CeJl, CTapasch HE IIEBEJIUTH T'OJIOBOW: OHa W 0€3 TOro Imwia
KPYTOM.

«CaMm B3MIISIHWY, — IPEUI0KIIT AJIOHTO.

Monoaoil nexkapb NOCMOTpen B yroJ. Paiik Jiexasn, CBEpHYBIIMCh KajlayuKOM, W CHajl
rI1yOOKHUM, 3I0POBBIM CHOM.

«On maxe pasroBapuai. [Ipocwn nmoGmarogaputh T€0s 3a TO, YTO ThI HAIIEN €T0 M BEPHYJI
Haza.

«Y IUBUTENBHO, YTO OH YTO-TO IIOMHUT», — 0TO3BaJICA TOp M CHOBA 3aKpbLI IJIa3a.

«Cxopee Bcero, oH Bce 3a0yJeT, Kak TOJIbKO MO-HactosuieMy npocHercs. Ho 3a manpuuka
MOXHO He Oecriokouthcs. XKap cran. OH He 6Je/ieH, TO, YTO Thl BUIUIIB, — 3TO 3JI0POBBIM PyMsIHEII.
Ecnu ceroHs OH BBICIUTCS, TO K OTIUIBITHIO OYZIET COBCEM 310POBY.

«A, Tak MBI OTIUIBIBAEM. .. M TOJITO HaM ILIBITH?)

«lymaro, THS Tpu».

«AJIOHT0, MOXKEIlIb JOTSAHYTHCA IO MOEH CYMKHU 7»

Mopyk mnepenan cymky Topy. IOHomia dyBcTBOBaJN Takyl cCinabOCTh, YTO HE MOT
NoIeBenuThCs. B cyMke noipkHa OblLia JexaTh MajeHbKas OYThIJIOUKA; BO BCSIKOM cllydae, Korja
Top mokuman Cepane JlecoB, oHa OblIa Tam.

[IprnoTKpHIB ri1a3a — BEKU Ka3aJuCh HEMOJIBEMHBIMU, — TOp MPUHSJICS UCKATh BOXKICICHHBIN
ny3slpek. A, BOT U OoH. ToJbkO ObI TaM OKa3aJoChb UMEHHO TO, YTO ceiyac HykHO! Top BbITaIInI
poOKy, MOJHEC My3bIpeK K HOCY U BCIOMHMI KaMOpKy B «llycrom kyOke». Tam oH BrepBbie
MCLEJINIT YEJIOBEKA C MOMOILBIO BOJIIEOCTBA — YENIOBEKA, KOTOPBIN TENEPh CTAJl COKOJIOM.

— Ky, — rpyctho npomentan Top. — ['ne Tl Teneps?

W cpenan rmotok. Appak IeHCTBOBAN Cpa3y: MHUT — U MOJIOJIOHN IJIEHHUK IMOYYBCTBOBAJ ceOs



TaK, CJIOBHO HECKOJbKO JHEH moAapsn craid BaAoBoJib. OH cHOBa ObLI MOJOH CHJI, B TOJIOBE
nposicHuiock. [lamsrys, uro noktop ®peitdepr He COBETOBaAJ 3JO0YHNOTPEOSATh 3TUM CHAJO00BEM,
Top emte pa3 npuryou1 mpo3pavyHOM KUAKOCTU U CIIPATAI ITy3bIPEK 0OPATHO B CYMKY.

«Yto 310?» — cripocust AZOHTO, HAabJI0ast 32 HUM CO CMECHIO YUBJICHUSI U BOCTOpPra.

«Hacroiika. EcTh Takue AroIkH, BCTPEYAKOTCS OHM JOBOJIBHO PEAKO, — TOp BCIIOMHHAI
paccka3 mokropa @Dpeitbepra. — LBeTyT Tonpko BO Bpemsi OTTenend U OYeHb KOPOTKOE BPEMSI.
ChIpble ATOJbl SIIOBUTHI: HECKOJIBKO Karlelib COKa BBI3BIBAIOT Mapajivy, a Hapbl AroJl JOCTaTOYHO,
4yTOOBl YOUTH uenoBeka. Ho eciiu KUIATUTH COK, TOKa HE OH HE 3arycTeeT, MMOJIy4aeTcs CHaao00be,
KOTOpPO€ BO3BpAlllaeT CHUJIbL. 3HAElllb, YTO MEHs yIUBIsAeT? DTOT IMy3bIpeK MHE Jajld MHOTO JIET
Ha3aJ, W 5 PO HEro JaBHO 3a0bL1, a TETEePh HAIEN €ro B 3TOM CyMKe... — Top mokayan rojJoBOM. —
Oto cnenano Cepaue JlecoB. AZOHTO, — OH BCTal U MOTSAHYJCS, CHOBA YJIUBIISSCH HEXIAaHHOMY
MIPWIKBY CUJI, — @ IOYEMY MBI C TOOOH MOXKEM 0OMEHUBATHCS MBICTSIMU 7

[Ipexx e ueM OTBETUTb, MOPYK HEKOTOPOE BPEMS COCPETOTOYEHHO PA3MBILUISLIL.

«1 man nmateiM, HO ObUI Mpu3BaH NepBbIM. VIMEHHO s OOHApPYXWII, YTO pa3yM KaKJIOTO W3
[TananguHOB OTKpPBIT [UIsl OCTaJbHBIX, KOTJa OHM OKa3bIBatOTCs BMecTe. Jlymaro, 3a 3TO MEHS U
Harpajgiin ocoObIM JapoM — ObITh B cUJIaX IMpHKacaTbCsli K TBOEMY pa3yMy M OTKpbIBaTb CBOM
pazym Juist Te0s».

Top xuBHyn. He ucKiI04€HO, 4TO TaK OHO U OBLIO.

«Korga-unbyns mel BepHemcst B Cepaue Jlecos, — cka3al OH — U Tl CMOYKEIIb TOBOPUTH CO
BceMHU cBouMU ToBapuiamu-Ilanagunamu. Cepaue JlecoB — camoe BoeOHOE MECTO B MUDPE».

JIutio AnoHro ocBeTmiia yasiOKa.

«1 cam HE MOTY TOXKJAThCA, KOTJa MBI ¢ TOOOM BepHEMCs Tyaa, Topy.

OpHako J0Jr0 HACHaXJaThCS 3TOM MBICIBbIO HE MPHUIIOCH. 3BYK IIaroB MOTPEBOXKUI HUX,
IIOTOM 4bsI-TO pyKa OTJEpHYJIa TEHT, U B NajaTky Boiena bepun.

— Hy kak, nopsiiok? — psIBKHYJI OH.

— Jlymato, na, — oTkiukHyscst Top, nenas BUJI, 4TO HE BIIOJIHE B 9TOM YBEpEH.

— 51 3abuparo MOpyKa, — COOOIIMJI CTApIIMKA MOMOIIHUK, BXOJS B MAJIATKy BMECTE C JBYMS
MaTpocaMu, U CHOBa 3aroBOpwJI ¢ AJIOHTO Ha He3HaKkoMOM Topy s3bike. [IIeHHUK MeUIeHHO
MOJHSUICS Y TIO3BOJIMJI CHSATB 11€Mb, KOTOPOIl ObLII IPUKOBAH K LIECTY.

«He nmoxa3bIBaii UM CBOIO CHITY», — IPEIYIIPEANT OH.

«A MOXeET, IPOCTO COSKUM 7>

«Jluce cka3zana MHe, 4TO 5 JOJDKEH OoTnpaBuThes B Kumnpec BmecTe ¢ ToO0M U YTO 3TO OUEHb
BaxkHO. W HacTauBasia, 4TOOBI MBI CTAPATIUCh HE MIPUBJIEKATh K c€0€ BHUMAHUS.

«OHa Bcerjia Tak rOBOPUT, HO NOKa MHE HE y/IaBaJIOCh CJI€I0OBAaTh 3TOMY IPAaBUILY», — YHBLIO
orBetus Top, Korga AJIOHTO yXe BbIBOJWIIN U3 HaJlaTKU, ¢ OOJErYeHHeM YCIIbIIal y cedsl B roJIoBe
CMeX MOPYKa... a IOTOM BCTpETUJICs B3rsaaoM ¢ bepunom.

— Yero np16UIIbCSA? — 0CBETOMUIICS pa300MHHUK.

— BenomHMII ocneiHee 3aBesieHne, B KOTOPOM MOOBIBaJI, — 3TO OBLIO MEPBOE, YTO MPHUIIIO HA
ym Topy. — Xopoiro Ha BoJe.

— Hy, eciu Thl MedTaenib 0 J€BKax, 3TOMY I'OCTIO Thl Oynemib pai, — oTBeTHs bepua, u B
nanarky Bieten JIOKKH — Mmoxoske, KTo-To Aajl eMy NUHKa. Mallbuuk ymaja U MOCIELIHO CXKaJCs B
KOMOK, 1€, KOTOPBIMU OH OBbLII CKOBaH, >kaJJ00HO 3a3BEHEH.

— ITomieun ero HeMHoro. A moTom 00a BBEIXOJHUTE.

Top xumBHYn m mnokocwics Ha JIokku. ManpuuK MpsATan Iyiasa U HA HA KOTO HE XOTEll
CMOTPETb.

— W paBait moOwicTpee. Mom 10U CKOpPO BEpHYTCS, — Opocui pa30oiHuK. ManeHbKuid
IUICHHUK JPO’Kaj, a y Hero Ha jmue Top yBuIen CBeXue CHHSKH.

— [ToroBopu co mHOH, JIOKKH. .. — monpocuit oH. — [Toxkanylicra.

Mausbuyras nojHsi royioBy. Ero riasa ropenu HEHaBUCTbIO.

— IlepBblil pa3 KO MHE MBITAIUCH IPUCTABaTh, KOI/la MHE ObLIO ceMb JieT. M st aToro mep3asua
npukoHumi. M Xapuaa Toke NpuKkoHYy.

3510CTh B €ro rojioce Obliaa HEMPUTBOPHOU, U Top Bepusl KaxkaoMy cioBy Majibunka. CyHyB



PYKY B CYMKYy, OH CHOBa BBITAIllUJ IYy3bIpeK. MajgbuuKy HE IOMOXKEIlb, J]a U MO3BOJMUT JIU OH,
4yTOOBl KTO-HUOYH emy nomoran? Ho 3ta sipocTh He A0KHA OCThITh. [loka HEHaBHUCTH CHUIIBHA,
Jlokku nepexuBeT u 060J1b, U YHUKEHHE.

— I'motHu. Tonpko aBa riIoTKA.

— Yo 310?

— CHago0be, KOTOpoe BO3BpallaeT CHJIbL. 3aBTpa Mbl OTIpaBisieMCs B IyThb, U HATU HaM
npuaercs Tpu aHs. Tebe Hao ObITh CUIIBHBIM.

OTtkpoBeHHO roBopsi, Top oxupan orkaza. OnHako, K ero obserdeHuto, JIOKKH MpoOTAHYIT
PYKY U B35 Iy3bIpeK. [ TOTHYB, MaJIbuMK HEJOBEPUMBO MTOKOCUJICS Ha CBOETO Jpyra.

— Eme omun, JIokkn.

— A xak Paiik? — ocBenomurcst JIOKKH, MOCIYIIHO Aeias BTOpou TIIOToK. — O... MoxHo, 51y
ce0s ocTaBio?

— Henb3s, — otBetnn Top U ¢ pafocThio yBHEN, Kak Ha ry0ax JIOKKM MosiBIsSieTCsl 3HaKOMast
o30pHas yneiOka. — Paitk cnut. B Mope emy mpuIIIoch HENETKO, HO MOXKEIIb 33 HEro He
6ecriokouThes. Hanerock, Kk 3aBTpaliHeMy yTpy OH OXKUBET. A Kak ThbI?

Henoskocts nmponuia. JIOKKH 3aMETHO YCITOKOWIICS U Pa3roBOPUIICS.

—Bo ums Csera! — oH mpoTsHyn my3sipek Topy, BceM CBOMM BHJIOM IOKa3bIBas, Kak HE
XOYeT paccTaBaTbcs ¢ 3TOW Bemuuel. — Bot Tak mryka! Sl yyBcTByIO ce0sl Tak, 4TO MOTY IEIIKOM
UATH HEJENo 0e3 OT/bIXa.

— I pan. Ham Hano nepxatbest BMeECTe.

— A onwm pazpemar?

— Ha. 5 cka3an um, xto Thl. IMsa KBucta — He mycToil 3ByK. Ero CIMIIKOM XOpOIIO 3HAOT.
MoskeT ObITh, OHU MHE HE IOBEPUJIU, HO PUCKOBATH HE CTAHYT.

— SlHyc ¢ HUMM HEXHHU4YaThb HE cTaHeT, — 3asBui Jlokku. — Ho ecnu oH nobepercst 1o Hux
paHbllie, YeM MOsI CECTPEHKa, TyCTh CUUTAIOT, YTO UM TOBE3JIO.

— Ona Hukorga He y3Haet, Jlokku. Uto s eme Mory asist Te0s caenarthb?

— Huuero. Pa3Be 4yTo moMoxkelib MHE HaMUThCA JIO NOTEPH YYBCTB... WM Jallb €€ CBOErO
BOJIILIEOHOTO CHA00bSI.

[Toxoske, 3a HErO y)Ke€ MOXKHO HE OCCIIOKOUTHCS, moayman Top. JIOKku — mapeHs Kpenkui, a
Kaxaa MecTu OyAeT NOANUTHIBaTH €ro CUJibl ero He Xyxke appaka. Ho Ttemeppr um mopa
MIPUCOEUHUTHCS K IPYTUM padam.

Pa300iHMKN CIIOBHO YCIBIIIAAU €ro MbICIM. MaTepyaTblii MOJIOT CHOBA 3aKOJIbIXaiCs, U B
MaJIaTKe MOABUIICA X3PU/I.

— [loabem, — peIKHYI OH.

Jlokku mopaHsiics, ry1a3a BbI3bIBatolle ropenu. Bo ums Ceta, NpuTBOPUCH, YTO Thl YBaXKaelllb
3TO OTPOAbE, B3MOJIMICA Top, XOTs 3HaJI, 4YTO MAJIbYUK €r0 HE YBUAMUT.

— He crouT Ha MeHs TapaluThCs, IIEHOK, — Mpexynpeansl NoOMOIIHUK. — Eciy, koHe4Ho, He
Xoyelllb, YTOObl cliHa y TeOst Oosena emie OoJiblie, yeM 3agHua. Mory oOecneuutb Tebe 3TO
ynoBojbcTBHE. KHYT y MeHs npu cebe, Kak BUAMILb.

Jlokku HUYEro He OTBETUJI, HO TENEepPb CMOTPEII B 3EMIJIIO.

— K 3aBTpaimHemy yTpy Balll I0OHra MONpPAaBUTCS, Cylaph, — mporoBopui Top, mpokiuHas ceos
3a 3TO HU3KOMOKJIOHCTBO. — BBI O3BOJIUTE €My CETOAHS OTIOXHYTh?

— Tousibko emy. Bbl 1Bo€ — Ha BBIXOJI.

Top otornan LlBera. Korma-uuOyne JIokku pazgenaercs ¢ 3TUM YEJIOBEKOM, a OH €My
HenpeMeHHO mnoMoxkeT. Ho mnoka oH Oyzmer cienoBarh coBeTy AJIOHIO W TOTOBHUTHCA K
nyremecTsuio B Kurmpec.

FnaBa 16
KanoOa

Onu uum YK€ ABa IOHS. HaCTyana BTOpas HOYb, HO KapaBaH HNPOJOJDKAJI IIYThb WM JIHUIIb
BEUEPOM cjeliajl KOPOTKUM nprBaji. PaboB KOpMuiIH Koe-Kak, 3aT0 OHM ObUTH MPETIOCTABICHBI CaMHU



cebe — eciiM TaKk MOXHO CKa3aTh O JIIOJAX, KOTOPblEe CKOBaHbI LEMSMU IPYr C JIPYrOM U IIAraroT,
a8 JIpyr Apyry B 3aThUIoK. YacTh HAJICMOTPILIMKOB e€Xajga BEpXOM, CIpaBa U cjeBa OT
IJICHHUKOB, OCTaJIbHbIE — B JIBYX KpBITHIX IOBO3KaX: OJHA KaTujiach BO IJaBe KapaBaHa, JIpyras
3aMbIKaa MPOLECCHUIO.

Top He WMeNn HUYEro MPOTUB MEHIed MPOTrYIKU: OH YK€ 3aMEeTHJI, YTO Ha XOJy Jydlle
nymaetcsi. CBs3b pa3yMOB C AJIOHTO COXpaHsUIach, XOTS BOXJb MOPYKOB JIMIIb OTBEYAJl Ha €ro
BOIIPOCHI, HE OMYCKAsCh J10 Mpa3aHoi 6oatoBHU. [1o Gonbmomy cuety, Top 6bu1 3TOMY paa. JIokku
TOXKE MOJYajd M TOXe ObLI IOTPY)KEH B CBOM MBICIH, HO IOCJIE appaka 3aMETHO IOBecesel H,
Ka3aJloch, pagoBaics jgopore. C Tex mop Kak MajlbyuKka BepHYJIU Topy, HUKTO U3 pa300MHUKOB HE
nbITalCcs K HeMy npucraBatb. Ho nmaxke srta sro0e3HocTs Bpsia M cnaceT ux ot fnyca Ksucra,
permun Top. O ToM, Kak cTpalieH B THEBE 3HAMEHUTHIN pa300MHUK, XOIMIN JIETCH/IBI.

Uto kacaercs Paiika, ¢ HUM kak OynTo HUYEro He ciay4dminoch. FOHra mpocHyscs Ha
cienymwomiee yrpo. OH MOMHWII, KaK HPBITHYJ C TOPSIIEro Kopadiis, HO O TOM, YTO IPOU3OILIO
nepen 3TuM, 3a0pUl. Bo BCsikoM cilydae, OH HE 3auMKalici HM O pacipaBe, KOTOPY codupaics
yunHuTh Yepnas Pyka, Hu o mropme. Manbuuk ObUl yBEpeH, YTO €ro cracutess 30BYyT TOpKuH
['unT, a He nekapp IlerepcuH n, HECMOTPs Ha mpuka3 X3puaa, CTapayics BCAYECKH €MY YTrOIUTh,
CTOWJIO TOJIBKO OTBECTH TJIa3a CTapuieMy ITOMOINHMKY. Paiiky mopydminn KOpMUTh KapaBaH, U Top
ObL1 OJarofapeH MajburKy 3a MscO U XJ1e0 — uHaue uM ¢ JIOKKu mpuxoausaoch Obl MUTATHCS OJTHOM
xuakon kamed. OH mompocun Paiika He oOpensars u Anonro; Pailk ymuBWiICs, HO MPOCHOY
BbInoJIHWI. Bee s Topkuna ['unra.

bouno npoxnanno. O Krydem XoJioie TOBOPUTH IOKa HE MPUXOMIOCH, HO OBLIO SICHO, YTO B
CKOpOM BpeMeHHM Ha UyxecTpaHHbIE OCTpOBa MOXalyeT 3uMa. PaObl B3BOJHOBaHHO OOCYXKIaiu
MIPEJICTOSIIYIO IIEpENpaBy Ha MaTepUK — [0 UX CJIO0BaM, OHA 3aHMMaJja 1enblil aeHb. [IpaBna, nocie
HECKOJIbKMX YacoB B LIEMAX HAa MaJIEHbKOM ILIOTY, IZie HE ObLJIO BO3MOXHOCTHU HH MpUJIeYb, HU
MIPUCECTh, PA3rOBOPBI CMOJIKJIM caMu c000il. PaccBeT ueTBepTOro JHs IMJICHHUKH BCTPETUIM Ha
npuyaie B noptry Kunpeca, oxxuiast 6ap:xu 10 pblHKA.

Xopua Obu1 cuactinuB. Cerogus B Kumnpece ocoOblii 1eHb — JI€Hb, KOTJa TJIABHBIM MECTOM B
ropoJie CTAHOBUTCSI HEBOJIbHUYMN PHIHOK. MOKHO Ha/IeAThCA, YTO yAACTCs OBICTPO MpoiaTh paldoB,
HalTH Juig ce0sd M CBOMX TOBapUUIEH MECTO Ha KakoM-HUOyIb Kopabie, OTIUIBIBAIOIIEM C
MaTepuka, ¥ K HOYM MNOKUHYTbh ropoi. OH He xoTen puckoBaTh. JIokkun ['unbur u B camom nene
MOT 0OKa3aTbcs nrypuHoM Kaucra.

Opnako Top pemnn, 4to pa30OMHUMK HE JOJDKEH YWTH OT Haka3aHUs. 3HAUUT, HaJ0
MOTOPOIUTHCS. .. U MPUOETHYTH K BOJIIIEOCTBY, YTO Obl HU CKa3aj Ha 3TO AJOHTO.

— Kak gymaenis, JIOKkH, — IETIOTOM CIIPOCHII OH, — IJIe MOKHO HaiTh KBucra?

— Sl TyT HuKOraa He ObIBaJl, HO DHWPUH rOBOPHIIA, KAKOM TPAKTHP Y HEro JIOOMMBIA M Kak
Tyna noopartbest. TOapKO B HETsiX, 00OCh, B TPAKTUPHI HE MTyCKAIOT.

Top momopmmiics. Y JIOKKH ObLIT OCTPBIH S3BIYOK.

— Bepb MHe 1 OyIb Haueky.

On cnegmi, kak Xopua OTHAET TpHKaszbl. VX pazgensno Hemaraoe paccTosHUE, HO CIyX
HuKkorjna He mnojsoaui Topa. PaGoB noiKHBI ObLIM MOCAAUTh HAa MOBO3KH, M X3pHUA Kak pa3
JIOTOBapUBaJICs ¢ BO3UMKOM. BoT u otinuuno. Ero moapy4Hble orpaHMYMINCH TE€M, YTO COTHAIU
paboB B Kydy U MpPUKa3aJIHd CECTh Ha 3€MIIIO, [TOCJIE YETO CJIOBHO 3a0BLIH MPO HUX.

Ceituac nnu Hukorna. Top npussan LBera u npeacraBui, 4To OKOBbI Ha HOTax JIOKKHU TaroT.
Masbuuk Kak OyATO HUYETO HE 3aMETUJI: OH YBJICUEHHO CJIEIUII 3a TEM, KaK TOPryeTcs

Xapua.

«["oBopui ke emy: Oyap Hadeky», — nojgyman Top, ocBoOox1as 3ansacTbs Jlokku. BoT u Bee.
Tenepb Hy)KHa 0c00asi OCTOPOKHOCTb.

— Jlokku... — mennyn Top.

— HI-m1-11, — 0TO3BaNCS MaJb4MK. — 5 XO4y MOHSTh, YTO OHHU I HAC TOTOBSIT.

Top 3acTonai.

— 5 cnpiy kaxnaoe cioBo, Jlokku. Ckopo Hac MOrpy3siT Ha MOBO3KM M OTBE3YT 3allajHble
psabl TIIaBHOTO phiHKA. JloBosieH? A emie xouy Te0e cKa3aTh, YTO Thl CBOOOJIEH — MMOYTH KaK BETEP.



Jlokku B3pOTHYJ, OMYCTUJ TOJIOBY U TOCMOTPEI Ha CBOU HOTH, MOTOM Ha pyku. C ero ryo
ObLI y’K€ FOTOB COPBAThCA BO3IJIac, HO Top HE MOT TaKOro JOMYCTHUTh.

— Hu cnosa! [Iuraiics memienHo. Thl e ymeenb ucue3arb — BOT W Hcue3HU. U Haiiam
SAnyca Ksucra.

Jlokku He oTBeuan. OH CTOsAJ, BBITApAlllMB IJa3a, YEIIOCTh y Hero orBucia. Top Opocui
B3 Ha Xopuaa. [loncnymmuBarh yxke HE UMENO CMbICIA: pa300MHUK U BO3YUK JIOTOBOPUIIMCH.
Ceiiuac pab0OB HAYHYT CaKaTh Ha TIOBO3KH.

— Ilomen! — Tuxo, Ho HactoiuuBo nporosopuil Top. Ho Jlokku TOabKO CMOTpEN Ha HEro BO
BCE IJIa3a.

— Tsl kTO TakON? — MpoLIenTan MaJbYUK.

— Tsoii apyr. Uau!

OH cmortpen, kak JIOKKu pa3MUHAET Naliblibl pyK U HOT, TOTOBSICh BBIMIOJIHUTH MpUKa3. B aToT
MuUr paznanock rpomoriacHoe «Ilogbem!!!», u paGpl HayaaIu HEOXOTHO MOJAHUMATHCS, MO3BAKHUBAS
LEMSMU.

— Ynauu! — ¢ yneiOkoi mennyn Top, risas, kak JIOKKH rcuesaer 3a uxX CliMHaMHU.

«Jlokku cBobGoaeH, AnoHro. CkaXu CBOUM JIIOJSM: IYCTh CJHE€NAlOT BUJ, YTO HUYETO HE
3aMevaroT.

«S mepenam», — 1 MOPYK 4yTh 3aMETHO KHUBHYII.

Ecnu paObl cranyt Tapauuthes Ha JIokku, HU K 4yemy xopouiemy 310 He npusener. Ho Top
HampacHo Oecnokowiicsi. UbsS-TO pyka MOAHsUIa OOpPBIBOK LIENH, KOTOPBIM BaJsUICs Ha 3€MIIE.
Beimpsimiisisicb, pad-mopyk ynbiOHysncst Topy, oOepHyiicsd U nepefal Lenb KOMY-TO, CTOSAIIEMY
c3aau. MOXKHO HE COMHEBATbCS: 4Yepe3 KaKoe-TO BPeMsl MOCIEAHHUM B psly IPUMET €€, a MOTOM
HE3aMETHO OTIIBBIPHET KyJa-HUOYIb B CTOPOHY.

— Kapomas yapa, — ckazan Mmopyk. OueBUIHO, OH HUKOrJa He Obl1 B TalsimHOpe U HE ycrel
Hay4YUThCS pOAHOMY s3bIKY Topa. FOHoIIa KUBHYI U yABIOHYJICS B OTBET.

PaboB nornanu k noasojam. X3pHa yxe NoTepsul K HUM uHTepec. [loxoxe, ero MpIciau yxe
ObUIM J1aJIeKo OTCIoAa — B Onmkaiiiiel 3a0eragoBke, TJie MOXKHO OyJIeT MpOMyCTUTh Hapy KpyxkKek
ang. OTo BnosHe ycrpauBaio Topa. bepua, biyr m nBa martpoca, KOTOpbIM X3pHIl HOPYYHIT
JOCTaBUTh pabOB Ha PHIHOK, HE OTVIMYAJINCh HU OAUTEIBHOCTHIO, HU COOOpa3suTeNbHOCThI0. bynem
HAJESIThCSI, YTO OHU HE 3aMETAT UcYe3HOBeHUsI JIOKKH, TTOKa HE OKaXKyTCsl Ha PhIHKE.

VY naua noka He cobupanach nokuaate Topa. IIoBo3kH ¢ rpOXOTOM KaTHIIM MIPOYb OT MpHUYasa,
[0 METVISIIOIIMM TOPTOBBIM ylloukaMm. Top M caM He 3aMeTW, Kak okKa3zajcsi B ropoje. CTeHbl
MIPEJIECTHBIX KAMEHHBIX JIOMUKOB ObLIIM BBIKpAIIEHbI B HEXKHbIE 11BeTa. OHU Ka3aluCh €llle KpacuBee
B JKMJIKMX JIy4ax COJIHIIA, Yel CBET TyCKHEJN, npeasemast, yro JJan Ymuparomux JIncTeeB noaxoaar
K KOHIY, ¥ 3UMa He 3a ropaMu. [laxke pocchllib MOCTPOEK, OOJIEUBIINX TOPHBIE CKIOHBI U U3PSIIHO
BBIIBETIINX, pajoBaja ria3. OTAeIbHO OT APYrUX, Ha BHYLIUTEILHOM TOPHOM yTece, CTOSI IBOPEL]
Kunpeca — takoit erkuil u U3SIIHbBIN, YTO TyX 3aXBaTbIiBajo. Bokpyr OjgeaHON TOINON TECHUIIHCH
TOHKHE OalleHKH, yBeHYaHHbIe KymosiaMu. Ha m3rubax Kpblll U KapHU30B OCJIEMHUTEIBHO ropesa
1o3oJioTa. JIBoper ObUl UCHIOJHEH YIMBUTEIbHOM KEHCTBEHHOCTH — MHAU€ HE CKaXKellb, MOAyMall
Top. A kak nnaue? Pa3pe He Takoil 10/mKkHA OBITH 0OUTENH KOpoJieB Kumnpeca?

PriHOYHAs muomiags HaxouiIach Ha OKpauHe 3TOro MpeKpacHoro ropoxa. Eile HeMHOTo — u
MOBO3KM JOCTUIJIM 3amajgHbiX psaoB. Ilectpora, cyera, myM... [IpomaBubl HaxBanuBajiu CBOU
TOBapbl, TOPrOBAIKCH C MOKynareasimMu. [Iponeccus MUHOBaIa TOProBbI€ Psbl U OCTAHOBUIIACH B
yIJy pbIHKa, e ObUI0 MmouTH THXO0. Tam paboB 3acTaBWIIM CJIE€3Th C IOBO30K M CHOBA CECTh Ha
3EMJIIO.

Meicnenno noxenas JIokku ynauu, Top npUroToBUIICS KIATh.

Heckosbko 4acoB cnycTsl NMOSBWINCH CTPAKHHUKM, & ¢ HUMU — XO3MH PBIHKOB, YHBUIBIN
toJicTsK. [lourennsiit Jlspa... bonee moaxonsdinero MMEHH W MPUAYMaTh HEBO3MOXKHO, MOyMall
Top. Ognako cepaue y noureHHoro Jlsgpaa u BOpsiMb OKa3asloch He rpy0Oee ToruieHoro cana. OH
IIpHKa3aj 0CBOOOIUTH pabaM pyKH, 10CTall OaHOUKY € KaKOM-TO Ma3bl0 U MyCTHII 10 psiiaM. OKOBBI
HEIa/IHO HATUPAJIH 3aIAcThsl, U X034UH PbIHKOB 3Ha 3T0. Ma3b ObicTpo obieryana 60ib, a Korjaa



nouTeHHbIN Jlspx oOpaTuics kK MOpykaMm Ha UX POJHOM SI3bIKE, Ha ylIe y IUIEHHUKOB MOTEIUIEIO.

— Bam moBesno. B mepBeiii neHp mocie monHoMyHust Ee BenmmdecTBo KoposieBa CuibBeH
MOCENIaeT HEBOJIHbHUYBH PHIHKUA. DTOT 00bIYail COOMI0AETCS ¢ TEX MOp, KaK OHA B30IILIA HA TPOH. S
He JapoM roBopio Bam 3T0. CeroHs Bce Bbl OyJeTe HOYEBaTh B XOPOILIUX JI0MaX.

W on cepaeuno ynpiOHyIcs, yeM Hemalo ynuBui Topa.

Pa6pl 3amenTtanuce, b ATOHTO Ka3ajics HEBO3MYTUMBbIM.

— Bac npuBesnu nepBeiMu, — Ipoaoxkan Xo3auH. — [IoHATHO, 4TO BbI TYT HE €IMHCTBEHHBIN
toBap. CKOpo y MEHsI Ha pbIHKE 510JI0Ky Herje OyAeT ynmacThb, TaK YTO 3aHMMAaWTe Jydlllue MecTa
JUISl BHATHBIX TOCTEM.

OH ¢BIpKHYI, HO HaJ] 3TOM LIYTKOW OOJIbIIE HUKTO HE PACCMESUICH.

— Kak 51 y)xe ckasai, y Hac CerojHs J€Hb 0COOBIN, MEPBHIN JEHB MOCIE MOJHOJIYHUS. JleHb,
korga cobupaercs JKamooHwii CoBeT, — BaM TOBE3J0, MOBE3J0 HeclbixanHo! JIto0oit u3 pados,
NpUOBIBIIMX CEroJiHs, MOXKET HOoJaTh *kanody oTuam ropoja. B Kumpece ecth 3akoHbI, KOTOpBIE
KacaroTcs paboB, OTHOILEHUS K HUM... BIJIOTh 10 00CTOSATENHCTB INIEHEHUS — NOCKOJIBKY pabaMu
Bbl CTaJM Kak pa3 C TOT0O MOMEHTAa, KaKk Momaiu B IUIeH. Te »kanoObl, KOTOpbIE OKaXyTCs
pa3yMHBIMU, OYAYyT BBICIYIIAHBI, @ TIOTOM OTIBl FOpPOJa BBIHECYT CBO€ perieHue. Pemienue 3to
OKOHYATEJIbHOE, U OCIOPUTH ero Henb3d. [IpaBna, Oyznb Mos BOJIsl, Bl MOIUIM OBl MOJATh >Kajlo0y
MPOCTO HA TO, YTO MOMAJH B IUIEH. ..

[TouTtennsrii Jlapa cHoOBa 3axuxuwkajia, Ha 3TOT pa3 Oojee HATIHYTO, HO OTBETOM OBILIO
XOJIOJIHO€ MOJTYAHUE, U OH MOCHEIINII 3aKOHUYUTDh PEYb.

— D-kxM... Utak, kto xouer noaats xkanoly? [lomHumuTe pyku, caenaitTe o0 KEHIE.

Bo3MoxHO, OH cKka3an 4To-TO emie, Ho Top MOHUMAaI JHUIIb TO, YTO MEPEBOIMI eMy AJIOHTO.
[ToTom BOXk/1b MOPYKOB IOJIHSII PYKY, U Top mocnenoBai ero npumepy.

— A-a... xopomo. Tak, Bel uaute croga. OcTanbHble — CACNANUTE OJ0DKCHHUE, Pa3ICHbTECH.
[Tokymnarensim Ha/l0 BUAETh, YTO OHU MOKYMAIOT. D-3-XKM. .. MIPBILIHU, OOPOAABKU U BCE OCTAIBHOE.

OH XuXUKHYJ ¥ IoBepHyJcs K Topy u Anonro. Psjiom ¢ miueHHUKaMu yxe NOosIBIIINCh biayT u
bepun, a Bnaneke Top 3ametnn X3puaa, KOTOPBIA CHEMINUI HA BBIPYUYKY CBOUM IOAPYUYHBIM.

— K10 THI? — cripocuit mouteHHsin JIsap.

— MeHs 30ByT AZIOHTO, 51 U3 MOPYKOB.

— Ha koro TbI sxanmyenibcsi?

— Ha Xospuna, KoTopbIi B3sU1 MEHA B IJIEH. X3pua YOUJI MOIO KEHY U JIBOMX JIeTeH, XOTs s
MPeI0KUI caThesi 6e3 OOpHObI.

— Ceer Bcecusitouuii... — OypkHyn Xo3siuH PwiHkoB. — Jla, 3Ty *ano0y Mbl HENPEMEHHO
JIOJDKHBI PACCMOTPETh. D-KXM. .. ThI MPEJCTAHENTh TIEpeT OTIaMu ropoja. bynb 100p, Bo3Bpariaiics
Ha CBO€ MECTO U pazzaeBaiics. S mo3oBy Tebs1, koraa npuaeT Bpems. Crmacubo.

OH OecrokOMHO YIBIOHYJCS, @ AJIOHTO TOJOIIEN K OCTAJbHBIM padamM W CTajl CHUMAaTh
OJICHK Y.

— Mewnst 30ByT Topkus I'unt, — Top ynabiOHyCsA. X03siMH PHIHKOB SIBHO pa3BOIHOBAJICS, U €T0
CTOWJIO YCITOKOUTH. — ] n3 TamnuHopa, npuaABOPHBIM JIEKaphb. ..

Koneuno, 310 OblIa JIO3Kb, HO JIMIIb OTYACTH.

— ... S Hansn karoTy Ha 60pTy «OCBI», HO KOpaOyib 3aTOHYJI BO BPEMS CHJIBHOTO HITOpMa
Heganeko oT YykecTpaHHbIX OCTpOBOB. MHe U elle JByM MalbuMKaM yIajoch crnacTuchk. OJHAKO
Xspu cXBaTWII MEHS, XOTs 5 IUIBLI Ha €ro Kopabse, ObLI rocTeM KanuTaHa U HEMaJo 3aIulaTuil 3a
3TO MYyTELIECTBUE.

[Tourennsiit JIspa naxmypuiica. [loxoxe, ¢ MOJOOHBIMU JIeIaMH €My €II€ CTaJKUBAaThCs HE
MIPUXOAUIIOCH.

— IlonarHo. 3HauuT, Tl yTBEpKAaellb, uTo «Oca» 3aToHYyna?

— Jla, mourenHsii. Hackonpko MHE u3BecTHO — Aa. Kamurtan moru® y MeHHs Ha rmazax. U
BECh JKUIIAX — KPOME €Ile OJHOI0 TOCTs KalluTaHa, KOTOPOMY YyJaloCh CHACTHCh BMECTE CO
MHOHU... — Top mocMoOTpen TOJICTAKY MpsiMo B Tiaza. — M emie cmaccs KopaOelnbHBIA KOK.
Y nuBuTenbHBIN Manb4uK. Ha KyXHE OH TBOPUT HACTOALIME YyJIeca.

— [IpaBga? — BOCXMIIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ mouTeHHbId JIspa. — [la, HaBepHO, 3TO camoe IIeHHOE,



YTO HaXOAWJIOCh Ha KOopalie... — OH MOIJIaJiI CBOE COJIMJIHOE YpeBO. — Bo JBoplie Kak pa3 HILyT
HOBOTO TOBapa... M kak 30ByT Balero 4yJao-Majbunuka?

— Paiix CoBun. On w3 Wnparapra, u3 poma 3HameHHTHIX CoaBuioB. Te, 4To aepxanu
ob6enennbiit 3an «lllnanepay.

— Bort Tak nmena... Ter He mytumis? Benukue Coswibl u3 Mnparapra! [la o Hux maxe 31ech
cablany!

— I He myuy, cynaps.

— W re 5ToT poAOBUTHIN 1TOBAp?

— Cnpocute Xspuaa, cynapb, — BEKJINBO 0TBETHI Top, ykazaB Ha Xapuja.

KOHoma He comHeBasics, UTO OYTEHHBIHN JIApA 3aMETUT OKOBBI y HETO Ha pyKax.

— Yto TyT TBOpUTCH, NOUTeHHBIN JIsipa? — paBKHYI X3pus.

JIuno paboToprosua nepekocusaoch oT 310cTh. Jlspy 3aTpeneran.

— Bac 3oByT Xopua, na? 2-3-3... Xopomo. J-Kxe... DTOT YeJIOBEK MOJAeT Ha Bac ajaoly, u
MOpPYK AJOHIro Toke. MHe KayKeTcsl, OTILbI Tropojia JIOJKHBI UX PACCMOTPETh... s UMEIO B BUIY
*anoOsbl, a He monei. [lomarato, BeI HE Bo3paxaeTe?

— He Bo3paxkato, — ObIBIIMH cTapiivii NOMOIIHMK Opocun Ha Topa B3risa, KOTOpPbIA He
IIpeIBEIa] HUYEero XOPOIIEero.

B 3T0T MHUr 0nMH M3 MOMOIIHUKOB X03iMHA PBHIHKOB YTO-TO 3alI€NTall HA yXO TOJICTAKY.
Bocnonb3oBaBmmch T€M, 4YTO MOYTEHHBbIN JIgpx oTBIeKcs, Xapua marnyi K Topy.

— He 3a6b1Baii 0 Manbuukax, | MHT, — IPOIIUIIEN OH C SIZIOBUTOW YXMBUIKOH.

— Ilourtennsiit Jlsapa! — rpomko npousnec Top, U TOJCTAK C HEOKUIAAHHBIM MPOBOPCTBOM
obepHyIcs.

— IIpoctute?

— Kaxercs, Bbl XOT€lIM MOTOBOPUTH C MOUYTEHHBIM X3PHUIOM O MOJOJOM IMoBape, Paiike
CaBune?

— Hla, nma, 6e3ycnmoBHO... CTapmuii TMOMOIIHMK XO3pHWMI... WIM KaK Bac TaM... CJeJanTe
0JI0JDKEHUE, I0OCTaBbTE IOHOILY BO JIBOpPELl, M HeMeUIeHHO. Ham ¢ HuM Hajo koe-4yTo 00CyIUTh.

X5puJ MocMOTpeN Ha TOJICTAKA TakK, CJIOBHO XOTEJN €CIM HE MCIENEIUThb, TO 3aXapUTh €ro
KUBbEM, OJTHAKO BO3paxkaTh He cTall. [10/103BaB 0OJHOTO U3 MATPOCOB, OH IEpeall eMy IPOChOy —
WM IpHKa3 — X03siMHa PBIHKOB.

— Ha, X»... 3-3-3, cyaapb, — OYTUTENIBHO MporoBopui Top. — S He ocnblIancs, Bbl CKa3aln
«MaJbYUKU»?

X3pua yXMbUIBHYJICS.

— Koneuno. A npo ponnto Ksucra 161 320611, ['MHT? KTO 0H emy Tam... [lacbiHok? Llypun?
Takoit ToBap y Hac He 3aJie)KUBaeTCsl. XIbICTOM MaXHYTh HE yCIIEellb, KaK €ro KyIsT.

— He yBepeH, uTo BaM OyzeT KOro npojiaBath, cyaaphb, — yiblOka Topa crtana exuaHo. — Bel
MEHsI U3BHHHTE, MOYTCHHBIN JIapa? s eimie oaerT.

— Koneuno, xone4Ho... — Xo3suH PpiHKOB MaxHynm pykou. — S ckopo TeOsi 1MO30BY...
CeroniHsl y Hac elle Koe-u4To U3MEHWIOCh, U 00 3TOM JOJDKHBI 3HATh BCE.

Xspuj ObUT TOTOB HEMEJIEHHO OpOCUTHCS Ha MOUCKHU JIOKKH.

— I'ne 3ToT meHok, I'uHT? — B3peBen oH, BECh MyHIIOBBIN OT 3JIOCTH.

Top noxan mueyamMu U NpUHSIICSA U3y4aTh CBOM OOCHIE HOTH.

Buesanno Xspuna oxsatun yxac. Kak Manpuninka Mor cOexarb? A ecinu OH He coBpai?
SAnyc KBuct B ropose, B cBOeM JItoOOMMOM TPaKTHPE — 3TO JOCTOBEPHO M3BECTHO. Ero mpusrens He
nepraercs, He je0e3ut. Eciin Manbuuk ckasai mpaBay, €ero, Xapuaa, xayT 00JbII1Me HEMPUSTHOCTH.
Msiciib 0 OercTBe MOJHHEH MEIbKHYJIA y HEro B ToJjioBe. bpocuth paboB, 3a0bITh MPO JIEHBIH,
KOTOpbIE OH yXe€ YCHeNl BhIpy4uTh, M cHacaTb CBOIO XKM3Hb... Ha munocepaue fnyca Ksucra
HAJESIThCS TIIYIIO.

OH Kak pa3 pa3MbIIUILI, KaK HNOKMHYTh PHIHOK HE3aMEUYEHHBIM, KOI/Ia 3aleiau TPYObI.
Heckonbko BOMHOB BOIIUIM B BOPOTa M BBHITAHYJIHCH BO (ppoHT. Bee mpomano. Teneps 6e3 ocoboro
paspenieHus OTCIoJa HUKTO He BhIiaeT. OH B 3anaane. Ho 4to ciayumiock? Xopuj Kak pa3 XoTel
CIPOCHUTH 00 3TOM MOYTEHHOTO JIsip/1a, HO TOJICTSK OTEPEIUI €TO.



— CeroiHs. yTpoM MEHS M3BECTWJIM, — €r0 TOJIOC JpOoKajl OT BOJIHEHUS CHJIbHEE, YeM
noadopoaku, — uto Ee BennuecTBO mpuOyaeT Ha PBIHOK TOpa3fo paHblle, yeM Hamedasiock. [lo
00bI4ar0 TOprowiis pabaMu HauWHAETCS B MOJJIEHb, U € MpHUAeTcs BbIOMpaTh KOro-TO U3 Bac...
Crpaxa Oyaetr ocoOeHHO OauTeNbHA, I0ATOMY IPOIILY BCEX: HUKAKUX PE3KUX JIBU)KEHUMN, HUKAKUX
kpukoB. Ilepen nukom Ee BennyectBa mogoOHOe HenonmycTuMo. Bcee MOMDKHBI OIMYCTHTHCS Ha
KOJICHH, KOCHYTbCS JIOOM 3€MJIM M HE LIEBEIUTHCS, NMOKa BaM He mpukaxyr. Ceiuac 3nech Oyaer
skunaxk Ee BenumdectBa. Panyiitrecs! Ceroanst Ee BenmnyuecTBO cama MpUHUMAET >KaJI0OBl U BBIHOCUT
pewienus. [lonpoiry Ha KOJIEHH, U HU 3BYyKa.

PaGp1, xKoTOpBIE YK€ yCIEnM pa3fAeTbCs, MOBHUHOBAIUCH. TOp MOHSI, YTO HE OCTaHeTcs
HE3aMEUEHHBbIM: MOPYKM HAlOMMHAIM CTAaTyd U3 TEMHOTO JIepeBa, a €ro KOXy Jake He TPOHYI
3arap.

HekoTopoe Bpemsi OH rjoTaji MbUlb, CIyIIAN IOJ0Ca U TKENblEe LIard — IMOXO0KE, MHMO
npoxojauia cTpaxa. Hakonen, pabam paspermmiau BeIIpsMUTBCA. [IpsgMo nepen HUMH OCTaHOBUIICS
BEJIMKOJIETIHbII SKHUMaXK, CBEPKAIOLIMN JparoleHHbIMU YyKpameHussMu. [lnoTHble pacumuteie
3aHABECKU ObUIM 33JI€pPHYThI, HO HUKTO HE COMHEBAJICA: 3a UX TSKEJIBIMU CKJIAJIKAMU CKPBIBAECTCS
OT MMOCTOPOHHUX IJ1a3 KopoJieBa CUIIbBEH.

Tak oHo u ObuT0. E€ BemnuecTBO BO3JIEKajda Ha MyXJIBIX MOAYIIKAaX W OonTana ¢ OJHOW U3
CBOMX KaMEPUCTOK O MOJIOJOM MOPYKE KOTOPBIN CTOSJI BIIEpPEIU U ObLII OCOOEHHO XOPOIIO CIOMKEH.
JleBylika paccMesyiach, U KOpOJieBa MOCIEIIHO MOJHEcNa Najel K IrydaM, HO B €€ IJla3ax TOXke
Urpajgu Becesble UCKOpkH. IloToM ee BHUMaHWE NpUBIEK JApPYrod pad — TOXKE MOJOJIOW U C
YAUBUTEIBHO CBETION Koxkel. Ckilazka 3aHaBECKU IOKa He MO3BOJIsIa pasriiieTh €ro JIMIO... HO
KaKhe y Hero LIMpOKWEe Ijieud, Kakas rpyas! PaObl co cBersioli Koxell ObUIM pPEAKOCThIO Ha
HEBOJIbHUYbUX phIHKaX. Ee BennuecTBO mpeacTraBuia, 4To 3a COKPOBHILE CKPBIBACTCS Y HETO O[T
HaOepeHHON MOBSI3KOM. .. HO 3TU MBICIH MPEANOwIia OCTaBUTh IIpH cebde.

B 3TOT MHMr u3-3a BOpPOT pPBbIHKA, KOTOPBIE YK€ YCIEIU 3alepeTh, JIOHECIUCh THEBHBIE
Bosriacel. KoponeBa 3ameruna, Kak TyJa YCTPEMUIIMCh HECKOJIbKO BOMHOB. IloToM kK HUM
MPUCOEIUHWICA HadallbHUK cTpaku. OcTajbHble, MOBUHYACh €r0 IMpPHKa3y, IJIOTHBIM KOJIBLIOM
OKPY>KMJIU KUIIAX, HO BCKOPE KOJIbIIO PA30MKHYJIOChH, IPOITYCKasi OJTHOTO U3 BOMHOB K KOPOJIEBE.

— Oto kanutad «Boponay, Bame BennuecTBo. CnaBHblil yenoBek. Ero 6osTcs, HO yBaXkaroT
3a yecTHOcTh. KamurtaH yTBepiknaeT, 4ro coOupaercs mojarh BaMm >kajioOy Ha JIOJeH, KOTOpble
TOJIBKO YTO MPUBE3JIM PAOOB HA MPOJAAKY.

— [Nonumaro. Yto mocoseryenib, Kior?

— Kanurtan Ksuct wacto ObiBaeT B HameMm ropojne, Bamie BenuuectBo. He Obuio ciydas,
9yTOOBl OH JOCTaBWJ IUIOXOM TOBAap M, HACKOJBKO MHE H3BECTHO, OH BCErJa MPOCHUT 3a HEro
CTOJIBKO, CKOJIbKO OH cTouT. B Kapanyne o Hem uzer no0pas cnaBa, a Apyrue MOpckue pa300iHUKH
1 pabOTOProBIIbl OMACAIOTCS BCTaBaTh Y HETO HA MYTH.

— 3HaYuT, OH HE CTAHET 3PSl KaloBaTbcsa?

— HWmenHo tak, Bame BenuuectBo. CoMHEBalOCh, 4TOObI KalMTaH JEp3HYJI MMOOECIIOKOUTH
BacC, €CJIM JIEJI0 TOTO HE CTOUT.

— Tax npomycTH Hallero OTBaXHOTO KanuTaHa. S ero BBICIYIIALO.

— Cnymarocs Bame BennuectBo, — Kior maxuyn pykoi, u Bckope KBucr, Tpoe MOpSKOB U3
€ro KoMaH/ibl ¥ JIOKKM BOIIIIM B BOPOTA PhIHKA.

Xspuy MoKa3anoch, YTO €ro KeJIyJJ0K BEHIBOPAYMBAETCS HAU3HAHKY.

Topy He MO3BOJSIM CMOTPETh MO CTOPOHAM, HO MO JHIy Xdpujaa ObUIO HETPYIHO
noragatbes, 4ro ciayduiiock. FOHowma ¢ TpyaoM craepkan ynblOKy. OH Kak pa3 cMOTI pasriiileTh
HOBONPUOBIBIIUX. JIOKKM MOJMUTHYJI CBOEMY CIIACUTEI0, a MOTOM Iu1a3aMm Topa mpexacran SHyc
KBuct. YBuaeB 3Toro yenoBeka XoTh pa3, OIHOUTHCS ObUIO YK€ HEBO3MOKHO.

— Cnenute 3a HUM! — ckomMaH10BaJ SIHyC ¥ HarpaBUIICS K SKUIaXKy KOPOJIEBHI.

Tpoe ero NOMOIIHKUKOB OOCTYnWIM X3puaa, U BUJ y HUX Obul Tpo3Hbld. Bo ums Csera, u
cnancsi emy 5ToT Jlokku! Emy HuKOorna He HpaBwiIuCh Manbuuku. OH NpeArnodyuTan >KEHIIUH,
IIPUYEM HUKOI'/Ia C HUMU He HeXHHM4an. OJJHaKO B Ty HOUb Ha HETO CJIOBHO MTOMpPayeHHUE HAILIO, Aa
U MaTpochl HayaJld €ro IMOJHAa4YMBaTh... VX MOXXHO MOHSTH: B3pOCIbIE MYXYHHBI HE MEPBYIO



HEJIEJTI0 TOpYaT Ha OCTPOBE, C «OCh) HUKAKUX BECTEH... M HU OJIHOM KCHIIUHBI. J[MKapy YMHEIOT C
KaXKIbIM T'OJIOM: IIOXO’KE, BBICBUIAIOT BIEPE]] COMIIAATaeB, U €CIU YTO, IPSYYT CBOUX KEHIIUH U
JeTed. A 3TOT Lapek pelins, YTO €My BCe HHUIIOYEM, 3a YTO M MOIUIATUJICS... OYEHb JOpPOro
MOIUIATUIICS, HaJl0 cka3aTh. KpacuBas ObLia JKEHIMHA — ellle MOJIoJasl, 1a U JOYKU y HEe YTO HaJo.
Onu nocrtaBuian Obl X3puay Kyaa 0oJibliie YA0OBOJILCTBUS, YEM 3JI0M U yNpsAMbIN Manbuuiika. 1 kak
TEIepb U3 3TOTO BBIITYTATHCA?

KBuCT yxe cTosu1 mepes CBEpPKAIOUIUM 3KHUIaKEM KOPOJIEBbI, U MOYTeHHbIN Jlaps marnyn
BIIEpE/I.

—FEe BenuuectBo KoposieBa CHIIBBEH TOTOBa BBICIYIIATh KaJIOObI, — TOPKECTBEHHO
IIPOBO3MVIACWII OH. — AJOHrO U3 IIeMeHn MOpykoB, TopkuH ['mnT u3 Tammnopa, Xospun ¢
«OCBI». .. TIPOILY OJOUTH OJIIIKE.

He cnumkom crecHsisicb cBoeld Harotel, AnoHro u Top BcTain Tam, KyJda ykasal XO3sHMH
PoiHKOB.

W3-nox mokpoBa 3aHaBeceil U Byaneil koposieBa CHIIBBEH pasiisiibIBajia pocioro MOJoJ0Tro
IUICHHUKA ¢ MOJIOYHO-Oernol koxkel. Kakoe uyno! HaBepHo, Tak mpekpaceH MOKET ObITh TOJIBKO
6or. OHa MpUNOJHsIIACh HA MOJYyLIKax, YyTOObI Jy4lle YBUAETh ero juuo. Kpacus, HemMbICIUMO
KpacuB — W CIJIO)KEHHe, W Juio, u... Kakas nepszocts! IlmenHuk cmotpen mpsimo Ha Hee. K
mo00HOMY KOpoJieBa He TpuBbIKIa. OIHAKO €l HPAaBWIJIOCH, KOT/A JIOAU JIepKaT ceO0si CMeno u
OTKPBITO... BMECTO TOI0, YTOOBI KOPUUTKCS OT cTpaxa. KoposeBa MenbkoM B3rjsiHy/Ia Ha X3puaa u
BHOBb YCTpeMuJa B3IJISi[ Ha CBETJIOKOXKEro roHowry. [y1a3a Takue CUHUE, YTO B HHUX MOJKHO
yTOHYTh... Ha mur Ee BenuuecTBo mo3Bosnia cede 3a7aTbCsi BOIPOCOM: KaKOB 3TOT IOHOILA OyJeT
B [IOCTEJIN.

Her, ne crout 00 3TOM 1ymMath. .. moka. Tem Gomnee uro crapsliii JIsipa cHOBa YTO-TO BEIIaeT.

— Briciymaem AOHTO U3 IIJIEMEHH MOPYKOB.

Boxnap marnyn Bnepen u 3aroBopuil. ['onoc y Hero Obl1 ri1yOOKuM, poBHBIM. Hu numiHux
CJIOB, HU OYpHBIX UYBCTB... HACTOSIIUN KOopoJsb. Ko BceoOueMy yuBiIeHUIO, AJIOHTO TOBOPUII IO
KUIIPEAHCKH, ¥ BBITOBOP €ro ObLT Oe3ynpeyeH.

— Toprosen, pabamu Xspuj yous Moo KeHy U JIByX Aouepei, Bamie BenndecTBo, — Hayanl
OH. — Mnanmeit He ObUTO U JeBATH JeT. VX Moriu mpocro 3akoBaTh B LEMH, HO BMECTO 3TOTrO
yOUJIM — JHILB TOTOMY, YTO ATOMY YEJIOBEKY HE IIOHPABUJIOCH, KaK 51 HA HETO MIOCMOTPEIL.

AJIOHTO CMOJIK, U HUKTO HE [TOCMEJI HapyILIUTh TUILIHHY.

— OH BOJIOKOM TalWJ KX IO 3eMJIE Ha IJla3ax y BCEro Moero rieMeHu, Baie BennuecTBo, a
IIOTOM 3aKOJIOJI — CHayaJla MO0 KEeHY, IOTOM MO0 CTapuUIylo Joub. MiaJinyto oH yOuII nocienHe,
yTOOBl OHA yBHJIENA, KaK YMHUpPAIOT ee MaThb U cectpa. Ho oHa Obuia cmenoil neBoukoi, Bame
BenuuecTBo. M3 Hee BbIpocia Obl mpekpacHas ctapeiimnna miaemeHd. OHa He u3jana HU 3ByKa U He
nana yowuiiiaMm mnopajoBaTbesl ee ciaaboctu. Korma HOX Bolien el B rpylb, a KpOBb 3ajIMBaja
MEpPTBOE TEJIO0 €€ MaTepu, OHAa OOEpHYNIach M ckazana: «OTtel, Koraa s poXKJaanach, HAa MHE Oblia
KpoBb Moeil matepu. Tenepb Most KpoBb Ha Heil. OTOMCTH 3a Hac». DTO ObLIM €€ MOCIEAHUE CII0Ba.
Omna ymepiia He CJIOMJICHHOM, Bariie BenmnuecTso.

Crano oueHb Tuxo. IloTpsiceHHbIE MYXECTBOM, C KOTOPbIM AJOHIO BENl CBOH Y)KAaCHBII
pacckas, JIOJU He cpa3y CMOIUIM NMpUNTH B ceds. B HacTynuBuIel TUIIMHE BOXIb NOCMOTpEN Ha
X3puaa u Npou3HecC:

— Ka3uuts ux He 6b110 HYX b1, Bamie BenuuectBo. [loureHHblit

Jlspn Bce-Taku Haien B ce0e CHIIbI LIEPEMOHHO KUBHYTb.

— Koponesa CuibBeH paccCMOTPUT TBOIO KajoOy IOCIE TOro, Kak BBICIYIIA€T BCEX, —
00bsBUI OH. — CiienytoniuM OyieT BeicymiaHa xanoba Topkuna ['mHTAa.

Moutoio¥i miileHHUK BbIlIeN Bepena. Temneps KopoJjieBa MOIJIa pasrisieTh KaXAyIO MBIIIILY,
KOTOpasi urpajia InoJi ero MOJIOYHOW Koxel. B ee ymax eme 3Bydanu ciI0Ba BOXKIS MOPYKOB, U
BJIPYT ...

— OTKpOBEHHO roBOps, NOYTeHHbIHN JIp. . .

OH roBOpUI UyTh HEOPEKHO, a B TOJIOCE CKBO3ZUJIIO JTYKAaBCTBO.

Koponese CunbBeH Moka3anock, 4TO U3-3a Ty4 BBITJISSHYJIO COJIHIIE.



— Koneuno, s xody mpuHECTH XajoOy... HO BOT YTO NPHIILIO MHE B TOJIOBY: IMOCJICIHHE
MTHOBEHHMSI MO€I1 CBOOO/IbI s IPOBOXKY B 0OIIECTBE MPEKPACHOM aMBbl.

benuwrit JIsipa easa He numunics 4yBcTB. OHAaKO — yauBuTeNbHOE /1e10! OH ychplmain cMex,
MPUTTYIIEHHBIN ByalsIMH, HO KOPOJIEBA, HECOMHEHHO, CMESIACh OT AYIIH.

— OTkyna Thl 3Haenb 0 Moel kpacore, Topkun ['uHT, ecnu koposeBa Kunpeca Hukorjga He
OTKPBIBACT CBOE JIUIIO HA JTFOIX?

Bnpouewm, ona Moria moKJIsSICTBCS, UTO ATH JEP3KUE TOJYObIE TIia3a pas3riisaieian Obl ee JIHUI0
JTaXKe CKBO3b CTEHY.

— XKenmmna, obmagaronias CToIb U3BICKAHHBIM BKYCOM, HE MOXKET HE OBITh MpeKkpacHa, Bare
BEJIMYECTBO. Sl MHOTO CTpaHCTBOBAJ, HO HHIJI€ HE BHUJET JBOpPLA KpAaCHBEE, Ye€M Ball. YBBI, s
BbEXAJ B Balll TOPO/I HA MOJIBOJIE JJI1 HEBOJBHUKOB, HO M TO, YTO YCII€NI YBUJETh, BOCXUTHUIIO MEHS,
Y sl TOTOB OTAATh BCE, YTOOBI CBOOOIHO TOOPOAUTH TIO €T0 yAullaM. JTO JIMIITb MOHU JI0TaIKu, Baie
BEJIMYECTBO, HO MHE Ka)E€TCs, YTO M C Ballleil KpaCOTOM HUYTO HE CPAaBHUTCSA — HE TOJBKO B 3TOU

CTpaHe, HO M BO BCEM MUpE... — IOHOIIA TOBEPHYJCS K X035uHY PBHIHKOB, HO KOpoOJeBa ycmerna
3aMETHTh B €r0 IJIa3aX 030pHBIC UCKOPKH. — Terneps s MOTY BBICKA3aTh CBOIO KaJI0OY, MOYTCHHBIH
Jspn?

ToNCTAK TOJIBKO KUBHYIL

Top TepnenuBo MOBTOPUJI CBOK HCTOPHUIO, MOCIE YEro MOKJIOHWICA, M KOPOJEBE CHOBA
[10Ka3aJloCh, YTO OH BUJUT €€ CKBO3b 3aHABECKHU.

— 2-3-3... — npoTsanya Jlsapa. — Ee BenndecTBo koposieBa CHIIBBEH pacCMOTPHUT TBOTO Kalo0y.
M-M-M... Tenepb Mbl BeIcylIaeM kanuTtana Ksucra. ..

Anyc KBucrt marnyn Brepen.

— 51 nmoparo xanoOy Ha X3pujaa, crapiiero NoMomHuka kanurada «Ocel», Baiie BennuecTso.
Moii roHBIH 1IypUH, — OH HOXJIoNal 1o miedy JIokku, — HaHsuics Ha «Ocy», 4TOObI pacIIaTUThCA 3a
nopory ao Kumpeca u BcTtpetuthesi co mHOM. Korma «Oca» 3aroHyna, moyTeHHBIM ['MHT momor
CIAcCTHCh €My U IOHT€, 1OCie 4ero X3pHa U ero JIOAU CXBaTWIIM BCeX TpouX. B mepByro ke HOUb
MOEro HIYpHUHA... M-M-M... HACWJIBHO KCII0JIb30BAJIU Ul YAOBIETBOPEHUs noxoTH. [Ipoie rosops,
Xdpua U ero JoAu HaJapyraiuch Haj HUM. Eciu Obl He Jiekapckuil nap mouyreHHoro ['wHTa...
JyMaro, MaJb4rKa )K€ He ObLIO OBl B )KHBBIX.

— brmaronapro Bac, kanutas, — orBeTH I JIsapa. — KoposeBa CuiibBeH pacCMOTPUT Kano0y.

[Tocnennss »xanmoOa. Temepb OCTaBaJOCh TOJBKO *JAaTh PELIEHUS KOPOJIEBHI... KOTOpPAs
OKa3ajach B BECbMa HENIPOCTOM MOJIOKEHHUH.

Ona He 3Hama, ¢ yero HayaTh. Kaxercs, Bce sicHO: XopHJI — KECTOKUH Mep3aBel, s
KOTOPOTO HET HUYEro CBSATOro. DTU TPOE, €CIM pa3o0paThes, paccKa3ajlyd OJHY UCTOPHIO: OJUH
Hayay, APYrod MpOJOJIKWI, TpeTuil 3akoHumia. Ho 4To caenmarh, 4ToOBl HUKTO W3 HUX HE OBLI
oOmxeH? BuesanHo xoposieBa CuibBeH moiimana ceOs Ha TOM, YTO CHOBa CMOTPUT Ha TopkuHa
['uata. OH HEBEPOSATHO KPACUB... HO HE TOJBKO OT 3TOr0 OHa 3a0bIBasa JbIIIATh.

Koponesa nogusuia pyky. OHa Obljia TOTOBa OIJIacUTh pelieHre, HO 0Obluail He MO3BOJISI ei
OIYCTUTbCSI 1O TOTO, 4YTOOBbl camoil oOpaTuThcs K Xo3siuHy PoiHka. TosicTaky pana 3HaK ee
KaMEpHUCTKa; TOT IPOM3HEC MOJOXKEHHYI0 (pa3y, mpu3biBas BCeX K BHUMAaHHIO M, HaKOHEI,
KOpOJIEBa 3arOBOPUJIA.

— Kanuran Ksuct. XXanoby Ha X3puaa 10KeH nojaBaTh TBOM IIYpUH, a HE Thl. Thl TOJIKEH
YCTYNUTh €My IpaBo TpeboBaTh ¢ X3puaa Bo3MelleHus ymepoa. Yo xe 1o camoro Xspuaa, To U
OH CaM, U €ro JIIOJU 3HaIH, YTO MAJIbYUK HE MOKET OBbITh MPOJIaH B pabCTBO, OJJHAKO COOMPAIHChH
BBICTaBUTh €r0 HAa TOPIH. DTO HENOMYCTHUMO.

KBuct xuBHy1.

—TeMm He MeHee, s CUMTa, YTO y AJOHr0 W3 IUIEMEHH MOPYKOB OOJIBbIIIE OCHOBAaHHA
nojaBarh >kano0y Ha Xopuaa, 4YeM TBOEro UIYpHHA, IOATOMY €ro »ajnoda J0JDKHA ObITh
ynoBieTBopeHa nepBoil. Eciau Xapua ocranercs KuB, eMy NPUAETCS OTBETUTh COTJIACHO jKajo0e
TBOEro urypuHa. OJIHaKo BCe, UTO YAACTCS BBIPYUUTH OT MPOJaKU 3TUX paboB — TBOE. DTO Ij1aTa 3a
oxxujanue. Takxke Xo4y cCOOOLIUTh, YTO TBOM IIYPHUH CBOOOIEH.

— A Topxkun I'uut, Belie Bemu4ecTBO? — 10AaJ1 TOJI0C MOYTSHHBIN JIsp.



—OH He pa® u Hukorjga He Obul pabom. OH cBOOOAEH M MOKET NOKMHYTh Kumpec korma
MOXKETIAeT.

CunbBeH 3ameTHiia, yTo ynoMsiHyTelii Topkun I'MHT HEeMHOTO M3MeHMIICs B jule. Pagyercs?
HenoHsTHO... HO OHA 3TO HEIPEMEHHO y3HAET.

— AJIOHTO U3 IUIEMEHU MOPYKOB, — IIPOU3HECA KOPOJIEBa.

Boxap cHOBa marnyi Brepe.

— 51 He BripaBe ocBoOOIUTH TeOs. Thl pad u Tenepb NpuHAAISKUILIb KanuTany SIHycy Ksucry.
Tonbko oH MOXeT aTh Tebe cB0OOy. Ho y T€Ost ecTh BO3MOXKHOCTh OTOMCTUTD 33 CMEPTh CEMbH.
Tr1 Oyneub cpaxarbes?

— Jla, Bamie Benu4ecTBo.

—Torma... ga Oymer Ooii. Haneroch, BBl 3aKOHUMTE [0 MOJYIHSA. B monneHb phIHOK
OTKpPBbIBAETCSI.

AynueHnus 3aKOHYWIJIaCh, HO KOpOJieBa COOMpajach OCTAaThCSA HAa PHIHOYHOM IUIOIIAIU U
MIOCMOTPETb, KaK HCIIOIHSIETCS €€ PEeLIEHUE.

SAnyc Ksucr u ero noapyussie, Top u Jlokku obcrynunu Anonro. C X3puaom ocTaiuch
Tonpko bepun u biyr. Hu TOT, HM Ipyroil HE MOI' MOXBACTaTbCs, YTO COXPAHSIOT MPUCYTCTBUE
nyxa. OHM 3HaNU: eciii X puJ NpOUrpaeT, uX ydyacTb OyeT BecbMa levyalibHa.

— Top, — ckazan JIokku, — no3Hakomsecs, 310 SAHyc KBucr.

—Jlokku mpo TeOsi pacckasbplBal, — KamuTaH moxan Topy pyky, Kak 3TO NPUHATO B
Tannunope. — Oka3biBaeTcs, Thl JaBHUN Apyr OWpuH... OHA TOBOpUIIA, YTO THI YTO-TO HILEUIb, U
Ipocuja MeHsl MoMoyYb. S| kK TBouM yciyram. Uro st Mory st Te0s caenaTth?

Top cmoTpen Ha oaHOTIA30T0 pazboifHMKA. DTOT 4YenoBeK 4yTh He yomsn CakceHa, ykpal
Knyra. U o BceMy BUHO, UTO C HUM IIYTKH IUIOXU. 3HAUUT, HUKAKUX LTYTOK.

— Ilomuumis, B Kapaayse, Bo3ie npuToHa, re KypsT CTPaKKy, Thl OTHSUI y KJIyKa cOKoJja?

KBuct oTaepHyn pyKy, CI0OBHO 00Xercsi, 1 IpULIYypPHIJ CBOM €IMHCTBEHHBIH IJ1a3.

— A tebe-1o 4to?

— Beck 3TOT myTh 5 mpojenan TOAbKO paau 3TOro cokosia. 1o Mos ntuna. CuuTail, 4To ThI
YKpaJ ee y MeHsL.

Ha nuue KBucra MenbKHYJI0 YTO-TO MOXO’KEE€ HAa HEIOYMEHHE, HO B ATOT MHUI Ha4yaJbHUK
CTpa)<u KOPOJIEBBI OOBSIBUI O Hayasle MOEeINHKA.

— Ceituac Hekorpaa, — 6pocun Ksuct. — [lorom mo6onTaem.

— byny xnatb, — orBeTus Top, BceM CBOMM BHUJIOM MOKAa3bIBasi, YTO ATO HE ITYCTHIE CIIOBA.

N o6a moBepHynuch K AJOHTO, KOTOpPBIH YyXe ycmea OOepHYTh 4Ypeciia IBETacTOu
HabeIpeHHO! MOBSI3KOM.

— Yto BBIOpaN? — KpUKHYI eMy X3pu.

Ero xunpeancknii OCTaBIIsAI KEJIaTh JTy4IIEro.

— YT0 5 N0IKEH BHIOPATh? — CHOKOMHO CIPOCHIT AJIOHTO.

— Opyxue, npyxok! Tede apaTbcs ¢ XapuaoMm, He ¢ KeM-HUOY/Ib!

— TrI coryacuiics Ha MOEAMHOK ¢ X3puIoM, — moaxsatui Top. — Ter ymeens apatbcesi?

«A ne 60et, Top. S oxun u3 [ManaguHoB. S 3aIIUTHUKY.

KBuct nmokauasn rojoBoi u momien npods, 4To-10 Oypda cede moa Hoc. OH SIBHO HE JIFOOUI TO,
4ero He MOHUMaJl.

— Tsl gomxeH BbIOpaTh opyxue, AJOHro. OTo O0I HE Ha KU3Hb, @ HA CMEPTh.

— He HyxHO opyxus.

Top pacrepscs.

— U kaxk Tbl coOupaelibcsl 3alUIIaTbCs? — OCBEIOMMIICS OH, HE CIIMILIKOM CKpbIBas CBOU
YyBCTBA.

— Tak, Kak 3TO IPUHSTO Y MOEro HapoJia. AJIOHTO cKa3ajl CBOE MOCIIEIHEE CIOBO.

— Xopua, cTapmuid TOMOITHUK KamuTaHa «OChl», BRIOpaT MOpCKHE calmu! — MpoBO3TIaCKII
CTpaXXHUK. — AZIOHTO U3 IJIEMEHU MOPYKOB. ..

CrpakHUK oceKcs. AZIOHTO yXe CTOSJI B LIEHTPE Kpyra, U B pyKax y HEro HU4ero He ObLIO.

— AJIOHTO U3 IUIEMEHU MOPYKOB, ThI JI0JKEH BbIOpaTh OpYyKHUE.



Boxap HMUEro He OTBETWII, TOJIBKO UyTh CHJIbHEE pa3BepHYyI miedd. OH CTOsUI Tak, CIIOBHO
Ha IOJIOBE Y HETO CUsUI BEHEll, a ¢ IJIeY HUCIaJana KOpoieBcKas MaHTUs. Beku ero OblIM 3aKpBITHI,
JUIMHHBIE MYCKYJIHCTblE PYKH CHOKOMHO omymieHsl. Ka3zamoch, oH Hukoro He 3amedan. Top
KOCHYJICSI €r0 pa3yma.

«BcmomMHuu o cBoeit cyapoe, Anonro. Bcnomau o pebeHke, KOTOpOMY HYKHa TBOS TIOMOTIIBY.

«OH noutu 31eck. A ayBcTBYIO 3T0, TOp».

«3HauuT, Thl HE BIPABE PUCKOBATH )KU3HBIO», — TOp yXe HE MOT XOAUTh BOKPYT J1a OKOJIO.

«A yuenero. Ho Xapun norubHet He oT Moeit pyku. M HE OT TBOECH».

Wupimu cioBamu... Mopyk oTkpbul ria3a. UepHble, ropsiiue, TOYHO YTOJIbKU, OHU CMOTPEIH
npsimo Ha Topa. Mopyk mnpeaynpexjan: He BMmemwuBaiics. Hu ¢ momomipio BommeOcTBa, HU
Kak-uoo emie.

Top moxavan rosoBoid. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ ce0si OECIIOMOITHBIM. XJPHUJl YK€ BBIIICI BIEPE],
KpyTs niepes; coooit asymsi cabisimu. PabGoToproBer; CKUHYJ Carord U pyoaiiKy ¥ OCTajcs B OJTHUX
IITaHaX.

— boil! — KpUKHY CTpaKHUK.

X3pua KpyKuil BOKPYT MOPYKa, €ro cadiid ¢ IPO3HBIM CBHUCTOM pacceKald Bo31yX. MoKHO
ObUIO HE COMHEBAThbCS: OH HE NEPBBIM pa3 AEPKUT MX B pyKe. AJOHIO MO-IPEKHEMY CTOSUI
HEMO/ABU)KHO, €T0 I'Jla3a CHOBA ObUIM 3aKPbITHI.

— Yto oH TBOpUT! — pocToHa JIOKKH.

— MBI JOKHBI €My BEpUTh, — 0TO3Basics Top. bouiblie cka3zaTh ObLI0 HEYEro, HO 3TH CJIOBA HE
MIPUHECIN YTEIICHUS Ja)KEe EMY CaMOMY.

X3pua MpoJ0Kal BEPTEThCS BOKPYT MOpPYKA, NBITAsICh JIOTAAaThCS, YTO MPEANPHUMET €ro
npoTuBHUK. O/HAKO pabOTOProBell HE OTIMYAJICS HU TEPIIEHHWEM, HU MPO30piauBOCTbiO. IlophiB
YyBCTB YacTO 3ariymaia B HeM rojioc pazyma. Ceituac eMy OOJbIe BCETO XOTEJIOCh OPOCUTHCA Ha
Bpara, BOIsl OT SIPOCTH, MIOJHSIB HaJl TOJIOBOM 00€ caliu... YTO OH U CJelal.

Ho 3a Mur 1o Toro, kak KJIMHKM OOpYIIMINCH HA AJIOHTO, BOX/b MOJCKOYMJI, CIOBHO €ro
YTO-TO MOAOPOCUIIO, M MEPEKyBBIPHYJCS B Bo3nayxe. [Ipexnae yem ero Oocble CTOINBI KOCHYIIHCH
3eMJId, OJIHA HOra, paclpsMUBIIUCH, KaK MpPYyKWHA, BbIOMIA cabmio U3 pyku Xopujaa, a BTopas
yaapuia pa30oiHMKa B IJIE40, U TOT yIaJl, CJIOBHO MYYHOH KYJIb, IPOIAxaB MOJ00POIKOM MECOK.

Mopyk sIBHO He coOupajcs W@AUTh CBOEro NnpoTtuBHUKaA. [lo psaam 3putenell mpokaTuics
CTOH: BC€ YCIBIIIAIN I'POMKUN TPECK JIOMAroIIecs KOCTH. AJIOHTO YK€ CTOsUI KaKk HM B Y€M HE
ObIBaJI0O — HEMOJBWKHO, 3aKPbIB IJla3a, CIOKOWHO OMycTUB pyku. OH AblIajl pOBHO U TIIyOOKO,
CIIOBHO BITUTHIBASI apOMAT IBETOB.

— I'nmazam cBouM He Bepro! — axuyn JIOkku.

Y KBucra oTBUCHa YETIOCTb.

«Tak nmpuHATO y Baiero Hapoja?» — ocsegomuics Top.

«VIMeHHO Tak», — MOATBEPANIT AJOHTO.

Xopua yxe TMOJHSIICS Ha HOTH U CKpeb moa0opoaoK yieneBmed pykoi. Jpyras pyka Oblia
cJIOMaHa U BHceNa, Kak mieTh. B cnexyromuil Mur 0osb Obliia 3a0biTa. Pa30oiiHUK CHOBA B3MaxHYI
cabneil u marnyn k Bpary. Ero nuno He BbIpakajio HUYEro, Kpome kaxapl cmepTd. OH 4TO-TO
MPOLIEINIT CKBO3b 3yObl, U palbl, yCIBIIIAB 3TO, UCIIYTAHHO NEPETJISIHYIINCH.

«YTto oH ckazan?» — ciupocun Top.

«OH OocKOpOMJI MOIO MaTh, — CIIOKOMHO 0OBsicHuNl AnoHro.— He croutr ockopOiasTh MaTh
MODPYKa».

Xopun yxe Oexain Bnepea. Bee 3araunu apixanue.

Ha stor pa3 Anonro He ctan npbeiratb. OH ymaj, ynal U €ro NPOTUBHHK... a Y€pe3 MUT
MOpPYK CHOBa B3jieTen K3 obnaka mblad. OmycTUiICS OH HAa MOBEPKEHHOro pabOTOProBla, TOUHO
€My Ha MOSICHUILY, U TYT € OTCKOYMJI Ha3a]l.

Xspu B3BbUT OT HecTepnuMoi Oosin. Kaxxplii HOBBINM ypok oberian ObITh 00Jiee KECTOKHUM.
HekoTopsble u3 ciry’kaHOK KOpOJIeBbl OTBEpHYIUCH. [lake JIOKKM BAPYr MOHSII, YTO C HETEPIEHUEM
KJET, Kora AJIOHTO HAaHECET MOCJIETHUHN yAap. .. XOTs CTPACTHO JKeJlajl CJIeNaTh 3TO CaM.

Ho Anonro He cnemmi.



Xopu Apliali o4eHb TsDKeNo U HepoBHO. OH 3acTaBuil ceOs MPUIOJHATHCS U TEIEpb CTOSUI
Ha KOJICHSX, TYIO TJISs Ha MOPYKa, KOTOPbI CHOBA CTOSJI HEMOJBH)KHO, 3aKPhIB IJla3a U YPOHUB
PYKH.

Kaxercs, 310 crniokoiictBue 0OoJibllie BCero B30ecusio Mopsika. B3peBeB, kak ObIK, OH MOHSII
cabmo0 U METHyYII ee B AOHTO. [I[pOTHBHUKOB pa3fessio JUIIh HECKOJBKO MIAroB, a OpOCOK ObLI
YAUBUTEIHLHO MOIIHBIM U TOYHBIM, XOTsI pa300MHUK cTpasai oT O0JIH.

Mopyk Tak ¥ He OTKphIBaJl IJ1a3, HO cabiisl, KaK IO BOJIIIEOCTBY, OKa3ajlach y HETO B pYKe.
KTo-TO rpoMko 3axiionan B J1aJI01I1, HOCIBIIIAINCH JUKYIOIINE BOIUIU. 3aBTPa B 3TO YK€ HUKTO HE
MOBEPUT: TMOEAMHOK, BO BpPEMs KOTOPOTO HE OBLJIO MPOJIUTO HU OJHOW KAaIUIM KPOBHU... XOTS
MOOEKJIEHHOTO YK€ MOKHO ObUIO CUNTATh IOKOHHUKOM.

W tyr rnaza Anonro otkpsuiuchk. Cabis oTierena B CTOPOHY. BokIb CHOBa HpBITHYI, U
Xspun 3a0pajl Tak, CIOBHO €ro KM3Hb 3aBHUCENa OT CHIIBI €ro Jerkux. OAaHako Jenno ObuIo B IPYroMm:
AJIOHro BBIOWJI BO3JlyX U3 €ro IpyAd, a TPECK JIOMaroluxcs pedep, Kazaaoch, paz0OyIauil 3X0 B
CTEHaX, KOTOPHIMU ObLJ1 0OHECEH HEBOJILHUYMH phIHOK. O1HA U3 J1aM yriana B 0OMOpPOK.

OT0 1 ObUI NOCIEAHUN yaap, KOTOPbI codupacs HaHECTH AJTOHTO U3 MJIEMEHU MOPYKOB.

Boxap HM3K0 nOKIOHWICA KopoJjieBe CHIIbBEH, KOTOpasi HE MOIJIa CKPbITh CBOMX YYBCTB,
3aTe€M — CBOMM COIIJIEMEHHUKAM U CIIOKOMHO cell cpeid HUX Ha necok. CTpaKHUK MPUIIOKUIT YXO K
rpyau Xspuia.

— JKuB, — 00OBSIBHII OH.

[TouTennslii JIgpa KuBHYII.

— Ee BennuectBo npusbiBaet JloknuHa ['ninbura, — 00bsIBUI OH.

Jloxku nonbesxan K KapeTe KOpOoJIEBbI U yIajl Ha KOJICHU.

— Barmie BeninuectBo!..

— [loxoxe, JloknmmuH, TeOe BbINMaga BO3MOXKHOCTH OTOMCTHTH OOWUIYHKY, — YIBIOHYJIACh
CunbBen. — 4 pana 3a Te6s1. Kakoe HakazaHue TbI 17151 HETO BhIOEpEIb?

— KopouieBa CunbBeH. .. st X041y, 4T00bI OH BeTpeTriics ¢ Cepebpsinoit [leBoi.

— Ho Tebe mpuaercst moaoxaaTthk, — B rosioce Ee BenmdecTBa 3Bydano yausieHue. — [louemy
ThI HE XOYelllb, YTOOBI OH MPUHSIT OBICTPYIO CMEPTH OT TBOEU PYKHU, MabuuK? OH NOUTH MEPTB.

— S monmoxnay, Bame BenmuuecTBo. [l Takmx, Kak oH, ObIcTpoil cMmeptu Mmajo. [lycts emy
CTaHET CTPAIIHO. S CibIai, B BallleM rOPoJie €CTh OObIYAil. ..

— OT0 yXacHasi cMepTb. Sl ciblliana, 4eJOBEeK NEPEeKUBAET ThICSUY CMEpTEH, MPOCTO AyMas O
nmouenye /leBpl. A TBI yBEpeH, 4TO XOpomio 3Haemb oObryail Kumpeca? YenoBek, KOTOpPHIA
BBIOMpAET JIJIsi CBOETO Bpara Takoe Haka3aHWe, CHaJajia caM BeTpedaetcs ¢ JleBoil.

— 51 3mar0, Bame BenmmdecTso.

— 3HauyuT, Thl camblii XpaOpblii M3 MYX4YMH, KOro s 3Hato. M y MeHs Her BbiOOpa. TBoe
xKenanue Oyzaer ucnoyineHo, Jlokku. Xapua, crapuiuii noMomHUK Kanutada «OcCkl», BCTPETUTCS C
CepebpsHoii JleBoii.

MnaBsa 17
KoponeBckue wyTKu

Snyc KBuCT moTsaruBan 3ib M CMOTpeJ, Kak OpaT ero >KeHbl U €€ JaBHUM JApYr H3y4daroT
CHHUCOK OJII0J, 0 KOTOPBIX B NepBbIM pa3 ciblmanu. llleapas koposeBa mpukaszana JOCTaBUTH
HEJaBHUX IUIEHHUKOB Ha MOCTOSUIBIA JBOp, I'I€ UX JOJDKHBI ObUIM KOPMHTH 3a CYET ropoja —
MPEK/Ie 4YeM OHHM CMOTYT oTIpaBuThCs fomoi. Ho fSInycy Kucty Obu10 He 10 eabl.

On Hukorga He Bujen 3toro TopkuHa ['MHTa — mepBOro yeynoBeka, KOTOPOMY HE BHYILIAJ
ctpaxa. [louemy DipuH npuHuMaeT B HeM cTosibko ydactua? JlagHo, eciau pasoOpartbes, Top He
IIPOMBIIIISIET HU MOPCKOM TOProBjei, HU MOPCKUM pa3z0oeM, Tak 4To U 0osAThCs eMy Heuero. Her,
npusHasica cede Anyc KBUCT, €10 MMEHHO B TOM, YTO DWPHH HA3bIBACT €ro CBOUM JIPYrOM.
Bnepsrie 3a MuHorme roasl Snyc KBuct mouyBcTBOBanm ykoin peBHocTH. UTO 3a epyHma? DWpuH
Oecrno100Ha, HO KOT/1a-TO OHA yOakajia My>KYWH 3a JICHbI'U, a TeTepb caMa JCP)KUT 3aBEACHHUE. ..
Crout 11 peBHOBATh JKCHIIMHY K €€ padoTe, Jake eciu ee paboTa — 00CIy>KMBAaTh MY>KUHUH?



Ho Teneps ero cepane toumia 60mb. Jpyr... He mpocTo mocTosHHBIN MOCETUTETh, KOTOPBIHA
IJIATUT 32 yeIyru. BcnoMHUTE X0Ts ObI ocnanue, kotopoe nepenan Anycy Jlokku.

«IIpomry TeOsi, mOMOTHM €My HaWTU TO, 4yTo OH mmieT. Crenail Bce, 4TO B TBOMX CHJaX, HE
JKajei Hu JeHer, Hu Bpemenu. U emie: 6eperu eroy.

Bor Tak mnpoceba. Wmm, ckopee, mnpuka3. Bce ckazaHo mnpsMO W YETKO — HHU
JIBYCMBICIIEHHOCTEH, HU HEJOTOBOPEHHOCTEN, 32 KOTOPBIMU MOXKHO crpsTaThcsi. OTKazaTh B 3TOMI
«mpocK0e» — BCe paBHO, UTO TUTIOHYTH e B juio. Hert, SIlnyc KBucT HUKOMY HE MO3BOJIUT OOUIETH
CBOIO JKEHY... Jaxke caMoMmy cebe. OH TOTOB 1LI€JI0BaTh 3€MJII0, HA KOTOPYIO CTyrajla Hora DUpHH.
TpynHO nmpu3HATBCS, HO CTOMT €l pacCMEATHCS HAJ €ro IIyTKOM, OTKJIMKHYTHCS JIACKOM Ha €ro
JIACKYy — M OH TOTOB PajioBaThCs HECKOJIBKO THEH.

Her, on He 3a0bu1 0 KiIykKe, 1po koToporo rosopui Top. [lamare y KBucra Ob1a oTMEHHAas.
DTOT 30J0TOBOJIOCHIN BEJIMKAaH €My JlaXKe MOHpaBWIICA. MoKeT ObITh, OH JJaKe BEPHYI Obl COKOJIA.
Ho 3a Takyro nTuyky J10JKHBI ObLITM XOPOIIO 3araTuTh. Y 3ammatuim.

W kak Tenepb 00bsicHuTh TopkuHYy ['MHTY, 4TO NTUIY BEpHYTh HEBO3MOXKHO? COKOJI IIpOJaH,
a BBIpyYKa Kpacyercsi Ha IPEeJIeCTHOH Ielike DHpuH.

Her, mopa nokazats, uto SIlnyca KBucra He 3ps 30ByT uenoBekoM uyecTd. OH HE CTaHET IOJIUTh
U ckaxeT ['MHTy Bce Kak ecTb. MOXKeT, KyIIUT €My HOBOT'O COKOJIa. JTO Oy/eT HelelleBo, HO... BO
umsa CBera, cyacTbe DUPHUH CTOUT JHOOBIX JAeHer. Tem OoJiee YTO MOCIETHUM MOXOJA OKa3ajcs
BECHMA y/IaUHBIM.

— JlagHo, naBaii k neny, — Top HakOHEU-TO mojoeNn K JHycy, KOTOpbIA CHZIENT B CTOPOHE 3a
MaJeHbKUM CTOJIMKOM. — Thl OJIKEH NOMHUTH cokoia. OH BenukoseneH. COMHEBAIOCh, YTO TaKOE
MO>KHO 3a0bITh, €CJIM XOTh Pa3 YBUAMILIb.

— IlomHIO, TOMHIO S TBOETO COKOJIA.

— MoOXHO HanesThCA, YTO OH BCe emie y Te0s?

— Camo co0oii.

— Tak oH y Te0s1?

Takoro Top He oxunan. Heyxenu nosesno?

— Tr1 MeHs He noHA1. Mokems He HaaesaThes. M3Buau, ['uHT.

— 3"auur, TeI ero npoaat. [loxamyiicTa, pacckakXu MHE BCE.

B rnazax mapns O6p11a HacTosmast 601k, [loxoske, nTUIla eMy U BIIPSIMb IOpOTa.

— Pacckaxy, pacckaxy. TOJNbKO CKa)ku, 4eM 3TOT sACTped Tede Tak citoduics?

— Coxkon, KBuct. MBI BMECTE YK€ MHOTO JIET. DTO HE TIPOCTOM COKOJ. Sl caM HaTacKuBaJl ATy
ntuity. M °Hu 3a 9TO ero He Opomry.

— IloHATHO... — 10 mpaBze roBopsi, KBucT TonkoM Hu4ero He moHsul. — MoxeT, Kynum Tede
HOBOro cokona? KoHedHo, rofpl, KOTOpblE Thl HAa HEro MOTpaTil, s TeOe He BEpHY, HO COKOJia
00y4uTh HETPYAHO. U BBl C HUM NOAPYKHUTECH.

— Tel He moHUMaem b, AAnyc. OH I MeHs OOJIbllle, YeM MPOCTO NTUIA. Sl HE MOTY 3TOro
00BsicHuTh. [loxkanyiicra, IPOCTO paccKaku MHE BCE, YTO 3HACIb.

KBuct B3g0xHyi1.

— Msbl npuBesnu ero Ha Kumpec npumepHo uepe3 mecsi nociie oTmubiTHs u3 Kapanyna.
OTKpOBEHHO TOBOpsl, sI Oosuicd, YTO OH CIOXHET B nyTu... — KBucr 3amerun, kak Top
noMopiuiics. — OObIYHO Takue KPYMHbIE NTHUIIBI IIYMST, XJIONAIOT KPbUIbSIMHU, a OH CUJEN MoJya.
Hackonbko s 3HaI0, OH Jaxe K €lle¢ He MPUTPOHYJCS, MOKa KopalOib HE MpHUYaIl, HO MHE
M0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO HA Majy0e eMy OBLJI0 XOPOIIIO.

— U Bce 310 BpeMs oH ObuI ciiyTaH?

Kanuran xkuBHyn. PasroBop npuHuman HenpusTHe 000opoT. M Hago OblIo cka3ath emy, 4To
MPOKJIsATast NTUIA 00bsBIIIA TON0M0BKY! OH 3amerwi1, kKak Top M3MEHMJIICS B JIMIIC, €Ba YCIbIIIAl
3Ty HOBOCTb.

— MbI conutu Ha Oeper. COKOJI MOT CIOXHYTh B JIOOOM MUT, TaK 4YTO MPHUIILJIOCH MOCTYIUTH C
HUM, KaK CO CKOPOIIOPTSILUMCS TOBAPOM — COBITh C PYK B IEPBBI ke JEHb.

— A KOMY BBI €10 npoJjanu?

— Bugumb 1, nouteHHbIi [ MHT, B ’TOM-TO M 3aKJIFOYAETCS BCS CIOKHOCTh. Sl HE 3HAI0, KOMY



npoJjianu TBoo ntully. Ee oTHecnn Ha pbIHOK. 3amiaTHiIM 3a HEE XOpOIlo, a UMEHa MOKynaresel s
0OBIYHO HE 3aMHChIBAIO.

— Tonpko HE roBOpH, YTO TAKOTO COKOJAa MOKET KYNHTb JIt00O0H, KTO CilydyaiiHO 3arjisiHeT Ha
PBIHOK.

— BepHo. 310 ObUT 0JTMH U3 KOPOJIEBCKUX COKOJIbHMUMX. KoMy elre Takoe 1mo kapMany?

— A xyna o Mor yHectu Kiyra?

Ksuct noxan minedamu. OH HUYeM He Mor nomoub Topy. U moHsTHS HE uMen, rie ucKathb
COKOJIa.

— A KaK BBITJIAZIET 3TOT COKOJIbHHUYMMA?

— [lonsTusa He nmero. He s npoaaBan nruity.

Mouonoit nexapb noMmpausesn. Kak ckBepHo... DWpuH mpocusia NIOMOYb MapHIO, HO YTO OH,
Anyc KBuct, Mmoxer cienats?

— A TBOH 4enoBeK, KOTOpbIN poaaBail cokoia? [louemy Obl HE CIPOCUTH €ro It Havyasia?

— A-a... — KBUCT KOCHYJICSI YEpHOW JIEHTHI, 3aKpPhIBAIOUICH MYCTYIO TJIa3HUILY, U TOYecal
6opoay. Top 3acTonai.

— IInoxue HoBocTu, KBuct? Ckaxwu.

— Ero younu. OH urpan B KOCTU Ha JIEHbI'M, €r0 OOBUHMJIM B IUIYTOBCTBE W youiu, — KBuct
BUHOBATO NEpENEpHYII IuieyamMu. — bacuil Mor rpabuth, yOuBaTh, HO HUKOTJa HE IuTyToBaj. Kaib,
XOpOoILIui ObLT YeNIOBEK.

Top KuUBHYII, CIIOBHO CMUPUBIIHUCH C HEN30EKHBIM.

— 3HauuT, THI OOJbIIIE HUYETO MHE He JoybkeH, Snyc Kuct. Cmacu0o, 4TO MOMBITANICS MHE
MIOMOYb.

OT0 03Hayano, YTo pasroBop okoH4eH. Kanurany crano He no ceoe.

— Her, morogu, I'mat. Mo# nonar — Bo3mecTuTh TeOe ymep6. Ha kony Oosbiie, yeM Mos
U3Hb... — OH KPUBO YJBIOHYJICS, CHOBA MepeAepHyJI IuleyaMu U 100aBUIL: «DUpUH».

Top kochHyncs mpaBou pykod meda Keucra — He neBoro, a mpasoro. B Kapanyne sro
03Hayaso: «4To Obl HU CITYYUIIOCH, MBI IPY3bsD».

— Tsl xopommii yenoBek, KBuct, noromy ona to0oil u nopoxxut. Her, Tl MHE HHMYEro He
nosxeH. Ho ecnu MHe xorjga-HUOY b OHAJIOOUTCS TBOSI MOMOILb... I CMOTY K TeOe 0OpaTUThCS?
B03MOXHO, 3TO CIIy4nuTCSt HECKOPO. .. @ MOXKET OBbITh, U 3aBTpA.

Kanuran xyonHyn ero mo muiedy, u o6a BCTayu, IJAAS APYr HA Jpyra W JAepKa pPyKd
KpECT-HaKpECT.

— Moxemb Bcerja Ha MEHsl pacCUMThIBaTh, — NpAMO cka3an Ksucrt. — Yaaum B nouckax. C
4Yero HauHellb?

Top yHbUIO yABIOHYIICS.

— C ngBopua. Becemorymiast koposieBa Ha3HAYMIa MHE BCTpEUYy.

Top ouens Oecrioxomics 3a Kimyra. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MbITAJCS YCTAHOBUTDH CBSA3b Pa3yMOB,
HO TiIeTHO. HeuTo momoOHOEe OH mepexusl HECKOJbKO JIET Ha3ald, KOorJa XOTesl JOTSHYThCS 10
Omucesl — mpexae, yeM BcTpetusl ee B Kapembomie. CHavana 3toMmy npensitcTBoBas Mepkya,
oToM Jnurcce Hajenu apxaiauT. Ho uTto MoxeT 3akpbITh 0T Hero pasyMm Kiyra? OnHo oObsicHeHue
ObLI0, OUEHB MPOCTOE: COKOJI BCE-TAKH yMeEp.

Knyr meptB? Hembicnumo. CauIKoM yKacHO, YTOObI 00 TOM JyMaTh.

B sTOoT MuUr yTOo-TO KOCHYNOCH ero pasyma. Kiyt? Her, ero mpukocHOBEHHE HU C YEM HE
cinyraemb. B cnenyronuit mur Top moHsu1, k1o 3T0. AoHro. MOpyk cuaen B yriy H, Kazajoch,
ObUT MOTPYKEH B Pa3MBILLUICHHUS.

«Kaxercs, Te€0s YTO-TO TPEBOKUT.

Top noBepHyics K HEMY.

«TBI TOXKE BBITIAIUIIL HE CIIUIIKOM BECEJIbIM, AJTOHTO».

«MHe nopa yxoauThb».

«[la, tymaro, Tak oHO U ecTb. S paja, uto KoposeBa CuibBeH 0CBOOOIMIIA MEHS.

«3T0 OBUIO CIPaBEIIMBOE PEIICHUE», — KUBHYJ AJIOHTO.

«U xyna Te1 TENIEPH?»



«Ha mownckn. Sl momkeH HaTH TOTO, C KEM CBI3aHy.

«MBI erie BCTpeTUMCS 7

«He comueBatoch. MecTto, T11e MBI BCTpeTHUMC S, Thl 30Belnb CepiieM Jlecosy.

«Torna mo Bctpeun. Y naumy.

AJOHro moMaxail eMy Ha npotanue, Top noaHsI pyKy B OTBET. BHe3anHo eMy cTajio 04eHb
onuHoKo. [loueMy 3TOT BelIMKaH MOPYK HE MOXET OCTarbCsi ¢ HUM? MOXET, NONPOCUTh €ro 00
stom? Ho Apjonro yxe moaxomusn kK asepu. Co CBOUMH COIJIEMEHHMKAMHU OH, IOXOXE, YK€
nonpoiuancs. Boxas yxoaun ¢ mycteiMu pykamu. Ero onesHue ObUIO SIPKMM, HO HPOCTBIM —
IIPOCTO JUIMHHBIA KYyCOK TKaHH, YMEJIO OOEpHYTHII BOKpPYr Tela, HO HU OJUH KOPOJIb HE HOCHI
CBOIO MAHTHIO C TAKUM JIOCTOMHCTBOM.

B cnepyromyro MUHYTY AZIOHTO, BOXK/Ib INIEMEHN MOPYKOB, I1aTeiil u3 Ilanmanuuos, ucues 3a
JIBEPHIO.

WuTepecHo, yaacTcs 1M eMy XOTh OJHHMM IJIa3KOM B3IJIIHYTh Ha KoposeBy CuibBeH, aymal
Top. BeTpeua Obl1a Ha3HaUEHA Ha CIASAYIONMINN JIeHb 1mocie ocBoOoxaeHus. Kak kcratu... Emy yxke
YAJIOCh PAaCcCIpPOCUTh KOe-KOro U3 mpuaBopHbIX. Koposnesa u B camom jerne 00o0skaja JOBYMX MTHUIL
U JiepKajga MHOTOUMCIIEHHBIX CIIYT, KOTOPbIE 3a HUMH YXa)KUBalu. B kaxaoMm u3 ee JBOPLOB ObLIN
BOJIbEpbl M KIIETKW. [l Havana HemypHo. Ecim 3a Kiyra Tak Xopolno 3arjiaTWid, pa3yMHO
MIPENIOJIOKUTD, YTO TOKYINaTesIeM ObL HE KTO MHOM, KaK KOPOJIEBCKUM COKOJIbHUYHIA.

3ai, B KOTOphIi ipoBenu Topa, HaOMUHAT MENIepy — €ClIU TOJIbKO ObIBAIOT MEIEPhl, CTEHBI
KOTOPBIX YKpalleHbl TOHKOM pe3p0oi. XoJox 37ech CTOSUI, MOYTH Kak B HACTOSILEH INelepe:
IIPOMO3IJIbIHN JIEASHOM BO3/lyX HalloMUHaI 0 npulirxeHuu 3uMbl. Ho memniepa Haxonuiach He M0
3emJiel, a B OJAHOM M3 OalleH JABOpLA, OTKyJa MOXHO ObLIO MMOJt000BaThCs ropoioM. Top
yauBiscs cam cebe. OH CTOJIBKO JIET KW OTLIEIbHUKOM, 3Ta XU3Hb €My HPaBWIACh... HO OH
MOHUMAJI, YTO MOT Obl MOCENIMUTHCS 3/1eCh M YYBCTBOBATh ceOs cyacTiaMBbIM. Eciu Obl He 3TH
3JI0BEIINE MPEIYPEKIEHUS 0 ToM, yTo Opiak BOT-BOT BBIPBETCSA HAa CBOOOAY... U €clid Obl TOUHO
3HaTh, yTO 10T HE cMor cnacTuch U OOJIbIIE HE MPUUMHUT 3J71a DJucce... bylb Bce 3To Tak, CTOUIIO
ObI IONIPOCUTH OBl Y KOPOJIEBBI 1103BOJIEHUSI 000cHOBaThCs B Kumpece.

Nnu xots Okl moka3ath 3T0 MECTO Dimcce, nmoaymai Top, ¢ yablOKOM risias Ha TOPO/I.

Uto ¢ meit ceituac? Top 3Ham, yto KopoJsieBa Haiipus He mact B oOumy ero »xeHy. Moxer
ObITh, DJMCCE pa3pelllid IMOCENUThCS B crosuue, Bo aBopue. Tam Cakcen u CainemeHTpo,
KOTOPBIE BCET/Ia €€ 3alUTAT. JTa MBICIb ycrokousa Topa. [la, B Tane Dnucce HUUTO HE yrposKaeT.
MoxeT ObITh, OHa Hauajna >XUTh 3aHOBO? KoHEUHO, OHa HE CMOXKET 3a0BITh O €ro CTPAIIHON
ruOenu... HO Jydllle, €CIM OHA CHpPSYET 3TU BOCHOMMHAHMSI B CaMbli JAJbHUN Yrojl MamsTH U
nepekuBeT cBoe rope. Tak m Oyaer, MOKHO HE COMHEBATHCA. A TIOTOM... TTOTOM KaKOW-HHOYIb
CYACTJIMBEI] HA30BET €€ cBOeH »eHoi. Top momopiuics. Dimcca — Bee eme ero xeHna! Ho cuuraer
ceOs BIOBOM, a 3HAYUT, BOJIbHA CHOBA BBIMTU 3aMyX. CMOXET JI OHA NOJIOOUTh KOro-HUOYIb TakK,
Kak Jrobuna ero? 3a ce6s Top MOr mopyduThes: Takou JIF0OBH y HETO 00JIblIIe HUKOTA HE OYJeT. ..

A KTO HECKOJIbKO JTHEW Ha3aJl NMpeaaBajcs CTPAcTH ¢ DUpHUH?

Jlagno. Ecnu Dnucca BCTpETUT HOBYIO JTH000BB, TaK TOMY U ObITh. I1ycTh eif moBeser.

Ubs-TO pydyKa KOCHYJach €ro Ijieda, mpepbiBas MOTOK Mbiciedl. Top Obln gaxke paa: 3TH
pa3MbIILIEHUS] HAUWHAIM TOXOJAUTh Ha CAMOUCTS3aHUE.

CnyxaHKa KOpOJIEBBI Obljla MIPOCTO OYapOBaTENIbHA: MAJIEHbKAs, CMYTJasi, ¢ MSATKUM THXUM
roJIoCOM U IMPOKOW ynbIOKkoi. Bo mms Cera! OTKyna Ha €ro roJioBy CTOJBKO MPEIECTHUIL?
Crouno Xeie — Tak 3Bajii JIEBYILKY — MPUIJIACUTD €r0, U AyMbl 00 Diircce NOKUHYIH €ro, MoA00HO
BEXKJIMBOMY T'OCTIO.

Crpa)kHUKM Yy JABepei, HperpaxkJaronife IyTb BCEM BXOJIIMM YCTPAIIAIOIIEro BHAA
CEeKMpaMH, MPOMYCTHJIM HX. Xejla Bejaa TOCTS U3 KOMHAThl B KOMHATy, U BCE IOpa)ajlo CBOUM
BenukosienveM. JlecTHuna BHU3, JiecTHULA BBepX... lloxoxke, ero BeayT B JApyryro OallHio,
noaymai Top. OH ewe He JOraabIBajiCs, YTO HE BUAET UCTUHHOM KpacoThl... IIOKa HE OKa3ajics B
MOoKosIX KoposeBbl. llo3aaM ocranuch MBIIHOCT U POCKOIIb. ODTH KOMHAThl OTJIMYAIHChH
n3bickaHHOM mpocTtoTod. KoponeBa Kumnpeca mnpeamounrtana cinenoBaTh IPaBUIy «HHYETO



jumHero». CTeHbl MPUEMHOM YKpallaidu JIMIIb HECKOJIBKO KapTUH W IINajepa BEeJIUKOJEIMHON
paboTEHL.

3n1eck ObLIO YyTh TEMHEE, YEM B JAPYrUX KOMHATaX, HO JaMIlbl HA CTEHAaX BUCEIH TakK, YTOOBI
JaBaTh KaK MOXKHO OOJIbIlIE CBETa, JaXKE€ €CIU 3a IIUPOKUMH CTPEIbYaThIMM OKHAMHM HACTYIHUT
TeMHOTa. YTo xe 1o mebenu, To Ooratas OTAeNKa He Memaia el ObITh yIoOHOHM — mo KpaiiHei
Mepe, Tak TMoka3ajioch Topy. B maneHpkol meuyke, OONHMIIOBAHHOW pPACIHMCHBIMU H3Pa3laMU,
TpeIlajg OroHb — IOCTATOYHO JIaBHO, YTOOBI pa30rHaTh XOJO/I.

— [MomoxauTe 31€Ch, NOYTEHHBIN [ MHT, — ITpoTeNna CiIyKaHKa.

Omna pa3ynach U NMOKHUHYJA pueMHyto. Top eaBa ycnen orisiaeTbes, KOrjia IBEpb B BBICOKOM
apOYHOM IIPOEME pacnaxHyjach. ITo Oblla €IUHCTBEHHAs IBEPh, IEpe]] KOTOPOU HE OBbLIIO CTPaXKU:
IOHOIIIA YK€ 3aMETUJI, UTO MMOKOM KOPOJIEBBI OXPAHSAIOTCA 0YEHb CTPOTO.

Xena pa3BuHYJa TsHKEIbIe 3aHAaBECH U YIbIOHYIACh.

— Koponesa CuiibBeH rotoBa Bac NPUHATH, cydapb. [lodTUTENbHO MNOKIOHUBIIMCH, OHA
MIPOITyCTUJIA TOCTS B COCEJHIOI0 KOMHATy M HCYe3Ja 3a MopThepaMu. Top ycibllan, Kak TIyXo
XJIOTIHYJA JIBEPb.

— Ilonoiinu, nexapp. Jlait Ha TeOS MOCMOTPETh, — MOCIBILIAICS 3HAKOMBIA T0JIOC — TOJIOC,
KOTOPBIM YacTO OT/AOT MPUKA3HI.

O6epnyBiIKCch, Top 3aMeTUI 3a MOJIYPO3PAUYHBIM 3aHABECOM OUEPTAHMSI Kpeciia WM CTyJa ¢
BBICOKOW pe3Hoi cnuHKkoi. FOHoma omyctuics Ha koJieHH U kaai. OH KOXKel 4yBCTBOBAJ B3I
30pKHUX IJa3, @ IOTOM MOHSJ, 4TO 3aKpblics muroM. JlrobonbiTHO. [loxoke, 3TO BoULIO y HETO B
[IPUBBIUKY.

— Mosxemb BCTaTk.

Top noBuHOBAICS.

— TwI 1 B caMOM J1es1€e JieKaphb?

— Ma, Bame BenuuectBo. U s ponom u3 Tana.

— AXx, ga. CerosiHs yTpoM s MoJjiydusia IJI0XrUe BECTH U3 Balllel CTOJIMLIBI.

— S y)xe MHOro Jer Kak NOKHMHYJI ropon, Bame BemnuecTBo. Sl He 3Har0, 4TO TaM ceildac
MIPOUCXOIUT.

— IloHaTHO. 3HAUUT, Thl OTOPYMILIBCS, Y3HAB, 4TO KopoJieBa Hailpus ckoHuanack, — 3aMeTuia
OHa.

Ha mur camoo6nananue n3menusno Topy. Ero moTpsiciia HE CTOIBKO HOBOCTH, CKOJIBKO TOH,
KOTOpPBIM KOpOJIEBA €€ cooO0IIMiIa — TaKk TOBOPST O caMbIX OOBIYHBIX Bemiax. ['ocTh naxe He
3aMETUJI, YTO HE CMOT CKPBITh CMSITEHUSI.

— Buxy, 3Ta HOBOCTh BcTpeBoxuia Te0s. Topkun ['uHT.

— Bamre BenmmuecTBo. .. 5... — OH IPUBBIYHO MOINPABUI IsATepHEN Boslockl. — Koposea Haiipus
ObL1a MPEKpacHOM KEHIUHON. Y Hee 0TKazajo cepaue?

— B nocnanuu o Takux TOHKOCTSX HE cka3zaHOo. HackoJsbKo s MOHsUIa, OHA yraja ¢ JIOIIaau U
Bckope ymepia. Tsl 3Han ee?

Top nmpuxycui ry0y.

— Jla, Bame BesninuectBo. Sl ObLI IPUIBOPHBIM JIEKAPEM.

B noxkosx crano o4eHs THUXO.

— B TakoMm cinyuyae — npoctu, Topkun ['mHT. MHe cienoBaio MoAroToBUTH TE€OS K TaKUM
BecTsM. Kak st moHnMaro, Tel ObII OY€HB OJIM30K C KOPOJIEM U KOPOJICBO?

— B ocobennoctu ¢ koposnesoit Hailipueii, Bamie BenudectBo. Ee 310poBbe ObLI0 XpYIKUM, U
MHE HE CTOWJIO YAMBIATHCS. MoOry cka3aTh JUllb OJHO: TauIMHOpP JIMIIMIICA OJHOTO U3 CBOUX
OECIICHHBIX COKPOBHUIII.

[Tonor pacnaxHyscs, 1 B KOMHaTe MOsIBUJIach MOJI0/1asi JkeHIuHa. Ee miatbe Obuio paciuTo
NparolieHHbIMU KaMHSAMU, Ty(enbKu MoAo0paHbl TOYHO B TOH TKaHUM. OHa 4yeM-TO HalOMHHajla
Xeny. JKenmuHa ynplOHYynach, CBEpKHYB Oe3ympeuHbiMH 3yOamu. Ee ryObl ObuiM HakpalleHsl,
LIEKU HApyMsIHEHbI, OJIUBKOBasl KOXa UCKPUJIach.

— Mmue xanb 1e0s, TopkuH ['MHT, — OHA MIarHyna K HEMY, U €€ JUIMHHbIE TOHKUE MaJbLibl
JIETJIM €My Ha 3arsicTbe. Top ellle He OIpPaBUJIICS OT MOTPSICEHUS U HE Cpa3y yCIbllal HACTOMYMBBIN



roJI0C CBOEro BHYTPEHHETO YyBCTBA.

— Caguch psagoM. S xouy NOroBOpUTH € TOOOH 0 0oJiee MPUATHBIX BElIax.

Top mo3Bonui OTBeCTH ceOs K OKHY, I[€ CTOSJI MPEJIeCTHbIM JAMBAaHUYMK O€3 CIHMHKH,
YKpaleHHbIH pe3b0oil.

— IIpomnry, — MSrKo MOBTOpUIIA KEHIIUHA.

OH NOKOPHO OIMyCTUJICS Ha MATKUE MOYLIKH, HO OECIIOKONCTBO CTAaHOBUIJIOCH BCE CUJIbHEE, U
BHYTPEHHUH T'0JI0C YTO-TO TBEPUI U TBEPAUI EMY.

—Yto mpuseno Tebs Ha Kumpec, Topkun I'mHT? — chpocuiia >KEHIIMHA, MOJCaKUBASICh
PAIOM.

— ... D-3-3... KO€e-4TO HIIY.

TpeBora crana HeBbIHOCUMOU. TOp mpHUCTaTbHO TTOCMOTpEN Ha XO3siiKy. [ myOokmii BeIpes
I1aThsl JIMIIb NOJYEPKUBAJI BEJIMKOJIETINE €€ BBHICOKOW rpyau. [[parorieHHble KaMHU OTOpachlBajau
MUJUTHOHBI KPOILIEYHBIX OJIMKOB, OT MPSHOTO apoMara AyXOB HAYMHAJA KPYKUTHCS TOJI0BA.

Tyt uro-TO He Tak. Ho oTkyna Takoe yyBcTBO?

Top npeacraBui, 4T0 €ro pa3yM 3acIOHEH IPO3PAYHBIM IIUTOM, U «IIpUCIyHIancs» k cede. U
BCE TYT € BCTaJ0 Ha cBOM MecTa. OH eJiBa HEe paccMesuICs.

— Barie BesninuecTBo, — MPOU3HEC OH U BCTA.

— la?

— O, He BbI, rocnosxa... 5 odpamaroch kK HICTUHHON KopoJieBe CUIIbBEH, KOTOpasi CKphIBaeTCs
3a 9TUMU U3bICKAaHHBIMU 3aBECAMH.

[TocnpImiancs 3B0HKUN cMeX, KTO-TO 3axJjonai B jdagomu. Ha 3ToT pa3 u3-3a 3aHaBeca BbIlILIA
cama kopouieBa CuiibBeH. OHa ObUIa HEMOJIOJA. .. HO C HEl He CpaBHUJIACh Obl HU OJIHA U3 KPACaBHII
Kunpeca, nogyman Top. Ee koxa, oT poxk/ieHus: oJiuBKoBasi, Obliia yMCcTOMN U raaakoil. Koponese He
ObUIO HYXIbl KpaCUTh I'yObl U pyMsHUTH LieKu. OHa JUIIb cerka MnojBesia CBOM KOIadybH IJ1a3a,
[IOYTU 4YEpHbIE — IOXO0XKE, B €€ KWJIaX TeKJa KPOBb KOYEBHHKOB C UyKeCTpaHHBIX OCTPOBOB.
Bricokas, Kyna Bblllie JAEBYIIKM, KOTOpas TOJBKO YTO HUIpaja €€ pojib, OHAa HE HOCWUJIAa HHU
NparolieHHOCTe, HM ykpamieHuil. KpemoBoe marbe MO3BOJIJIO YBUIETh JHILb O€3yIpeyHO
IVIAJIKYI0 KOXY IIEU U PYK, HO OCTaJIbHOE ObUIO IIEJIOMYIPEHHO CKpBITO. TOp HE MOr pasrisieThb
naxe ee tydenexk. HaBepHo, Takue ke NpoCThie U CBETJbIE, MOAyMall OH. BoioCkl, Tyro cTsHyThIe
Ha 3aThbUIKE, ObLIM 3aIUIETEHBl B TOJICTYIO KOCY U YEpHBI, KaK HOYb, HO 3THUM I[BETOM OHH ObLIM
00s3anbl He Kpacke. OT Hee cia0BHO ucxoauio cusinue. CoceM kak Haiipus. Takas sxe cTpoiiHas,
XpYIKasi, 1 pOCTOM IOYTH OT HEE HE OTINYAETCA.

— Kak 161 noragancsa?

Top ynbIGHYICS.

— IlpekpacHas myrka. Bamie Bennuectso.

— OpnHa u3 moux moOuMbix. Ho Bce-Taku OOBSICHHM, — OHAa KHBHYJA, MO3BOJISS JIEBYIIKE B
POCKOIIIHOM ILJIaThe YAATUTHCS.

— Ecnu cynuTh 1o BallluM MOKOSIM, Bbl MPEANOYUTAETE U3BICKAHHOCTh M MPOCTOTY. 3aJibl, IO
KOTOpbIM Xejla MEeHSl MpOoBeia, MOX0XKH Ha CKa3Ky, HO TOJIBKO 3/1€Ch S YBHJIE€JA MCTUHHBINH BKYC
KopoJieBbl CHUITBBEH.

— IIponomxkail, — IOX0XKe, €ro cI0Ba HE TOJIBKO 1103a0aBWIIN €€: OHA HE 0XKHJaja yCIbIIIaTh
HUYEro N0J00HOTO.

— Kak s yxe cka3ai, U3bICKaHHOCTh U IPOCcTOTa. CKPOMHOCTD U TOPAOCTh, KOTOPAsi HE CTaHET
ropabiHeit. Cuita u pasym. Kpacora, koTopast MOXKET JIMILIUThH pa3yMa camo BpeMsi.

Hakonen Top yBuzen, kak CuiibBeH yJabIOHYJIACh.

— JKasib, yTO MBI HE BCTPETUIIUCH, KOTJa 51 Obl1a TBOeH poBecHuel, Topkun ['unt. [ymaro, ¢
TaKUM OYapOBaHUEM Thl TOYHO JIMIIWI Obl MEHS pazyma.

Koponesa CuibBeH pelko OoTKpbiBaja MbIciu. Ee cioBa MOXKHO ObUIO MPUHATH 3a TOHKYIO
IOXBaJly, HO cei4ac 3To ObljIa HE IIPOCTO MOXBAJA.

— Bospact — Huuto, Bame BenuuectBo. Ilokoiinas koposieBa Haiipusi Moria ObITh B OJHUX
rojiax ¢ Balledl Marepblo, HO €€ BKYC U MaHepbl ObLIM CTOJIb Jk€ Oe3ynpeuHsl, kak Bauu. [lono0HO
BaM, OHa ObljIa KOpoJIeBOM BO BceM. He pymaro, 4To BaM He XBaTaeT BHUMAaHUS MY>KUUH.



[Tonumaer 11 oHa, YTO OH TOBOPUT OT AYIIN?

— O pa,— ero mociexHue CiIOBa SBHO 103a0aBUIM KOposieBy. — MHE MX IpOCTO J€BaTh
HeKy/a.

— Tax ato npaBaa? — Top BbITapamui rinasa, 1 Ee BennyecTBo mocMoTpena Ha HETO ¢ TaKUM
HEJOYMEHHUEM, YTO €MY MPHUIILIIOCH MOSICHUTD:

— MHoro et Hazaja s cibllial, yTo KoposieBa Kumpeca Nep UT HaJOXKHUKOB. 3HAUUT, Y
Kunpeca ner koposist u B Ommxkaiiiiee Bpemsi, CKopee Bcero, He Oyaer?

— Jlaxe ecnu Ob1 oH ObuI... Her, Bam, xutensm TainuHopa, HE MOHATH, IOYEMY KOpPOJEBa
HUKOI'/Ia HE OTKa)KETCS OT CBOMX HEBOJIbHUKOB.

U ona ¢ yn10oBOJILCTBHEM 3aMETUIIA, KAK PACTEPSIICS €€ TOCTb.

Top mouyBcTBOBad, Kak pyka KopojeBbl CHIIBBEH KacaeTcsl ero JIOKTS, a 4Yepe3 MHI YKe
CUJIET Ha MSTKOW ckameeuke y okHa. OH ycmen 3aMeTHTb, Kakasi He)KHasl y Hee Koka — Koxka 0e3
Bo3pacta. KoposieBa crapiie Dnucchl — ropa3io crapiie, — HO miaame Haivipun. 3Haumt, el oT
TPUALIATH JI0 COPOKA.

— [1o3Boap MHE pacckazaTh eme 00 OJHOM KHIpeaHckoMm oObrdae, Top... MoxHO TeOs Tak
Ha3bIBaTh?

— KoneuHno.

— MyxunHbl HUKOTJa He npaBuiau KumpecoM. Tomy 00bI4al0 COTHU JIET, U HA CTPa)xe ero
cTout ApeBHee BoueOcTBO. KoposneBa BriOupaer cebe J1I000BHMKA U C MOMOILBIO BOJIIIEOCTBA,
KOTOpO€ IepeaeTcst el BMecTe ¢ KOPOHOM, AENaeT Tak, 4YToObl y Hee pOoJuiach J10Yb, a HE ChHIH.
[Tocne storo moOOBHUK el Oosiblie He HykeH. Korga mpuxoauT cpok, mpHHIIECCA CTAaHOBHUTCS
KopoJeBoil. Bnacte koposessl Kunpeca Hu4eM He orpaHuueHa, IO3TOMY €€ C POXKJIEHUS ydaT ObITh
BEIUKOAYIIHON. OHa — 3alUTHHUIIA CBOUX MOJUIaHHBIX. TOJBKO OHAa MOXKET M30aBUTh CBOM Hapon
oT HeB3roA. Thl 3Haelb, uto Ha Kumnpece Het 6e1HBIX?

— HoragsiBarock, — cornacwics Top. — S Buzaen goMa, B KOTOPBIX )KUBYT JIFOU.

— Bceerna ecth 1101, KOTOPbIM IOYEMY-TO IIOBE3JIO MEHbIIIE, yeM ApyruM. Ho Mbl 3a00TuMCs
0 Tex, koro mocruria 6ena. Kaxaomy naercst BO3MOKHOCTh C/€NaTh CBOIO >KM3HB Jiydmie. Her
nerel, koTopsle ronofatoT. Her 6e3nomubix. Bee ymeror untarh u nucarb. Jlaxe Heypokail y Hac
PEAKOCTb.

— Ham cnegoBaiio O6b1 y Bac moy4uThcsi, Baie BenmndecTBo.

OH cHoBa rosopui ot ayuii. KoposieBa 3amerunsa 3To ¥ KUBHYIA.

— U1 nojanHble maaTsaT KOpoJieBe 0€33aBETHOM MPEAaHHOCTHIO.

— V¥ Bac yxe ecTb HacieaHumna’?

— Ma. Ee 3oByr Coiipen. Ceiiuac eil moutu ABeHaANaTh. Ele coBceM [eBOYKa, HO MBI
NPWIOKWIM HeMmallo ycuiui, BbelOupass el orua. Korma-uuOGyns Coiipen craHeT BeIMKOM
kopoJsieBoil. Ho ceiiyac mycTs Hacnaxmaercst AeTcTBOM... — CuibBeH B3A0XHYJA. — boiock, Mou
MaTh U 0alylllka HE MOHUMANIM, KaK 3TO BaXXHO — JETCKHE WIpPbI, JETCKUE PaJOCTH... BCE, UTO
MO>KET MO3BOJIUTH ceO€ TUTS KOPOJIEBCKOW KPOBH.

— Bamra mponumatensHOCTh Bocxuiaer, kopojea CunbBeH. YBepeH, B Oyayiiem oHa Oynaer
BO3HArpaXKJeHa.

— 51 Ha 310 Hanerock. Calipen MpeACTOUT NPAaBUTh MOTYILIECTBEHHBIM KOPOJeBCTBOM. IlycTh
He )KaJIeeT, YyTo el Bbllaja Takas cyaboa.

Top ¢ ToCkoI TOCMOTPET B OKHO.

— 3HaeTe, 0 4eM s Jymaro, IJsias Ha 3TOT ropoj, Bame BennuecTtBo? MHe HUYEro HE CTOUT
BIIIOOUTHCS B Kumpec u nocenuThbes 31€ch.

Kaxercs, Takoro oTkpoBeHust kopojieBa CuibBEH HE 0KHaia.

— U1 Kunpec npumer tebdst ¢ pacnpoctepThiMu 00bsiTUSIMU, Top. Jlekapu Bceraa B LieHe.

— Ho s He Mory ocTatbces, rocrosxa. S 10JKeH Koe-4To caennatb. MeHs 3TO He panyer, s Obl C
YI0BOJIBCTBHEM OTKA3aJICS, HO BEIOOPA y MEHS HeT.

— [lonumaro. .. Haneroch, Thl MHE 00 3TOM pacckaxenib. Ho ais Hadana qaBaid mpoitaemcst 1o
cajy, a IOTOM MOY)KHHAEM.

— Iloury 3a yects, — oTBeTHH TOP.



[To3xe, TeM ke BedepoM, MOTITMBask CJIAJKOE BHHO M 3aKyChIBash (pyKTaMHu, O KOTOPHIX B
TannuHope naxe He cibland, Top ’kajen, YyTo HE MOXET 3a0bITh MPOIJIOE U HAayaTh HOBYIO
#u3Hb. OH cUJeNl Ha OJHOM M3 MPEJECTHBIX 0aJKOHYMKOB, KOTOPBIE YKpaIlalu JABOPEL] KOPOJIEBBI
Kumnpeca — CKpbITOM OT XOJIOAHOTO BETpa BBICOKMMU CTOJETHHUMU JEPEBBIMU, COIPETOM
MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIMHU KAPOBHSAMU, — M HACTAXKIAJICSI [IOKOEM. .. HABEPHO, BIEPBbIE 32 MHOT'O JIET.

C Tex mop Kak COJIHLIE TIOKMHYJIO 3€HUT, OHU C KOPOJIEBOW HE paccTaBajJUCh HU HA MUT U HU
Ha MUT He mnoxanenu o0 3toM. Ee BenmuuecTBO 00jazana OCTpPbIM YMOM — 4epTa, KOTOpas
HpaBwiach Topy M B MyXK4YMHax, U B IKCHIIMHAX,— HO €€ OCTpoyMuE€ OBbUIO IOUCTHHE
00BopoXkUTENbHBIM. Heyxkenu 3ToT Beuep Koraa-HuOyAb 3aKOHUUTCS?

[Toxoxe, KOopoJieBa nepekuBaja HeYTo MoJ0OHOE, IOTOMY YTO 3TO YYBCTBO ObLIO B3aUMHBIM,
nockoJibky CuiibBEH MpUKa3ajla IPUHECTHU €llle OJUH KYBIIUH ¢ BUHOM. TOp JIGHUBO MOTSAHYJCS U
CHOBA IMOYYBCTBOBAJ Ha ceOe OLICHUBAIOLIHMM B3I,

— Tsl Tak u He 00BACHUI, KaK TeOe yIaloch MEHS pa300JIauuTh.

OTBeyaTb Ha TakoW BONPOC YECTHO — 3HAYUT HOJBeprarb ceds omacHoctu. OnHaKo
BHYTPEHHEE YYBCTBO I0JCKa3bIBaJIO, YTO HA 3TOT pa3 €My HUYTO HE yrpoxkaer. Psjom ¢ HUM Jipyr.
Tak nmouemy 6b1 He moPoOOBaTH?

— S UyscTByromuii, Bame Benn4ecTso.

KyBuinH ¢ BUHOM, U3 KOTOPOrO KOpOJIeBa HaroJHs1a KyOoK, 3amep B ee pyke. OrnpeneneHHo,
HUYEro MoJ00HOro OHA HE 0KHaia.

— Tol mryTums?

— Her, CunbpBen. KoHeuHo, 1 BHUMAaTeIbHO OCMOTpEJ Balll JBOPEL, 3TO HABEJIO MEHs Ha
OTpE/ICNIEHHbIE MBICIHU... — OH 3aMETUJI, KaK y Hee NMPUOTKPbUICS POT U yiblOHynca. — Ho ecnu
YeCTHO, s MoJIarajicsi Ha CBOI0 CIIOCOOHOCTh UyBCTBOBaTh BoeOcTBo. [lo3apasisto, Bama mryrka
Ha CaMOM JIeJI€ BEJTUKOJIETIHA.

OH MSATKO pazxail ee JJIUHHbIE NalbIbl U B35 KyOOK, KOTOPBIN OHA TaK U HE HAIlOJIHUJIA.

— Hoxaxu! — motpedoBana CunseH. ['11a3a KOpoiaeBbI HCKPHIIUCH: €11 OBLIO BECEO.

— Ecnu BbI ckakeTe, Kakoe JI0Ka3aTeIbCTBO COUTETE J0CTATOYHO BECKHUM.

— Xoporio... — 0Ha 3aKpbuia riaasa. — Uto s mogymana?

Top xocHyIcs ee pazyma, TOMMaJI €€ MbICIb... U OT YL PaCCMESICS.

— 51 He cTaHy MOBTOPSTH 3TO BCIYX... HO C PAJIOCTHIO C/IEJIat0, €CIIH BbI MIOXKENAETE.

KoposeBa B3Busrayna. OHa Obliia B MOJTHOM BOCTOPTE.

— ThI MPOCTO MEHS Ipa3HUILb. Thl HE MOT 3HATh, O YEM 5 TyMalo.

Top Obw1 nOBOJIEH coOoif. Ilpomno Hemano BpeMeHU ¢ TeX HOop, KaK OH UCIOJb30Bajl CBOM
Jap MpocCTo AJs pa3BieueHus... HaBepHo, B mocieqHuii pa3 3To ObUIO B JETCTBE, KOI'/1a OH BECEIINII
Onuccy, 4ToObl YCIHBIIIATh €€ BOCXUTHUTENbHBIM CMEX — OTKPBITHIN, pagocTHbiil. Kak 310 ObL1O
Henoxoke Ha cMex CuibBeH... M kak oH OblI CUAaCT/IMB BCIIOMHUTH JKEHIIMHY, KOTOPYIO 000all,
HO KOTOpPOU HUKOTAa OO0JIbIIIE HE MOT 00JIa/1aTh.

— Her, — kopoJieBa nokadvasia rojioBoii. — Tebe nmpuaetcs caenatb yTo-HHOyAb 0osiee cTosiee.

Top oTornan meician 006 DmHcce U 3acTaBUII Ce0sl BEPHYTHCS B CETOMHSAMHUN AeHb. OH gaxe
HE 3aMeTW, KaK CIIy)KaHKa [IPUHECa HOBBIN KyBIIWH C BUHOM U ITOCTAaBUJIA IIEPE]] HUM.

— Cmacu6o0, — npousnecna CuiBeH, OTChUIAsA €. — A Teneph, MOKaIyicTa, 0OCTaBh HAC.

— Kak npukaxere, Baiiie BennuecTBo, — pouienTaia ciiy>kaHKa U TUXO BbIIILIA.

— Ms1 osiHu, Top, — 310 OBLIA YK€ He HIyTiHMBas Npockoa, a npukas. — [lokaxu cBoii nap!

Xopomo. Kak-To pa3 eMy yJajnoch He Ha IIYyTKy HamyraTb Mepkyna. Ee Belu4ecTBy JOIKHO
MOHpPaBUThHCA... Top He ommOcs: Koraa oH ucye3, CHIBEH CHOBA 3aBOIMIIA, HO HE OT yXaca, a OT
BOCTOpra.

— II-m-m! — mpomumen OH, CHOBa CTaHOBACH BUIUMBIM. — Celiyac croja cOEXHUTCS MO
nsopua. 1 He ycrero s 00bSICHUTD, UTO K UYEMY, KaK MHE OTPYOSIT TOJIOBY.

KoponeBa mpukpbeuia poT XOJICHOW JIaJOIIKOM, HO €€ TJia3za ropeid. ['ma3a, KOTOpeIM HX
oOnanaTenbHUIIA YK€ HE BEpUIIa. A UTO €Ille Thl yMeellb? — HIENOTOM CIpPOCHiIa oHa. Top TpsXHYI
T'OJIOBO.



— Slne ydeHwld 3Bepb, Baiie BennuectBo, — mokadan rojoBoud Top. — A UyscrByrommii. S
MOTY...

[TonoGpath HyXHBIE CII0BA 0KA3aJI0Ch HEOKUJJAHHO TPYAHO.

— ... UyBcTBOBATH BeIllU, — NOXKATYH, yriayOusTbes B OJAPOOHOCTH NOKa HE CTOMIIO. — A BB,
Bame BenmmuectBo? Kakum mapom Bbl 06sagaete?

— Top, — oHa pacTepssHHO KHUBHYJIa, — €CJIK OBl 51 yMeJa XOTh YTO-TO U3 TOTO, YTO YMEEIIb Thl,
C MOMM MOTYILECTBOM HE CMOIJIa Obl MOCHOPUTH HU OJHA KOpOJIeBa 3TOro mupa. Sl Bce eule He
MOTY IIOBEPUTH, UTO ThI 3TO CEJA.

— Barmie BenuuecTBo, MOTY JIM sl IPOCUTh, YTOOBI ATO OCTAIOCh MEXIY HamMH? Y MEHs HeT
IIPUBBIYKH XBAJIUTHCS CBOEH CHUIIOMN.

— 3Ha4YUT, Thl IOKA3bIBACIb €€ TOJIHKO IPABUTEISAM ?

— IIpaBurenpHuLaM, — nonpasuil Top, Kacasch ee pyku. — M TOJIBKO caMbIM IPEKPacHBIM.

— Ha Houb TBI OcTaHembcs co MHOHM, TopkuH I'mHT, — mpousHecia kopouseBa.— S xouy
y3HaTh, 4YeM Te0s ele OJapUili POAUTEIH.

W ecnu Obl nHMCTBa JEPEBbHEB, CTPOMHBIMHU pPAJaMH OKPYKUBIIUX JBOpEL, HE 3ariynaia
3BYKH, CM€X KOPOJIEBBI U €€ rocTs ciblany Obl Bce kutenu Kumpeca... Hy, uin xots 6b1 T€, KTO
YKUJI B IEHTPE ropoJa.

NhaBa 18
Mouenyn CepebpsaHon [deBbl

Koraa Top npocHyncst B moctenu CuilbBeH, CITyTaHHBIE IIEIKOBBIE MIPOCTBIHU PSAOM C HUM
yxe octeutd. [loxoxe, Ee BenmnuecTtBo naBHO BeTasia. OH MOMOpPrai U mepeKaTHiIcs Ha Ipyrou OOk,
9YTOOBl TIOCMOTPETh Ha MPUOTKPHITYIO OAJKOHHYIO ABepb. Ha ynuie OblIo mpoxjaaHO U THXO.
ConHue ele He MOAHSIIOCh, U TOPOJ OKyThiBaja jerkas apiMka. Kak e nonro on cnain! Jlonro,
KPEIKO U IIOKOWHO.

Top BCHOMHMI BCe HacCHaXJIEHUS MPOLUIONH HOYM, KOTOPYIO OHHU MPOBEIM BMECTE, U HUX
BOCXUTUTENbHOE 3aBepiuieHue. Kazamoch, CuiabBEH COBEpIIEHHO HE MOXO0XKa Ha OJHCCY... HO
CKOJIbKO y HMX OblI0 obmiero! OHa 3Hana BKYC K PaJoCTsIM JKU3HHU, a Tepe]] €€ JIETKUM HpPaBOM
HEBO3MOXXHO ObUIO yCTOATH. ['0/1bl Meyann M 0JAMHOYECTBA 3a0BUINCH B IbLUTy cTpacTu. CuiibBeH
yMeJia MoJIy4aTh YAOBOJbCTBUE U HE CTECHSISICh NIOKa3bIBaJla CBOEMY JIIOOOBHUKY, UTO €l 0COOEHHO
HpaBUTCS.

Kaxercs, oH cHoBa 3anpemain. Ha 3toT pa3 ero pa30Oyaunu Tuxue rojioca Ha OalKOHE:
CunbBeH pasroBapuBaia ¢ 0JHOM M3 CBOMX KAMEPUCTOK. 3aKyTaBIIKUCh B MPOCTHIHIO, TOp BhIIEN
Ha OankoH. OgHaKo BUJ MOIYOOHAKEHHOTO MYKUYMHBI 3[ICIIHUX OOMTAaTEeIbHUL] HEe cMymal. Jlaxe
KaMEpHUCTKa CMepuUIa rOCTsI BECbMa OTKPOBEHHBIM B3TJISIIOM.

— Tsl mpoctynuuibesi, Top, — mpoueauia KopoJieBa. — Xena, cienail 0J0bKeHHUe, NMPUHECH
Ie.

Xena wWcde3na W TOYTH Cpa3y BepHynack. llmenm w3 ToHYaiimied mepcTd ObUT TOYTH
HEBECOMBIM, HO CTOMJIO 3aKyTaThCsl B HETO, M Cpa3zy CTaHOBMWIIOCH Temio. CHIIbBEH (DbIPKHYIIA.

— Ilyx ko3 u3 'anmunru. O4eHp peaKuil 1 0UeHb LEHHBIM.

B pykax y Topa yxe nosiBujiach 4aiika ¢ YuKaHO#, ucroyarouied apomaTHsiii nap. KOnoma
nojHec ee K rydaM. M-M-M... BOCXUTUTENBHO.

— U, HaBepHO, OYEHb J0pOras, — 0TO3BAJICS OH M YyTh HAKJIOHWJICS, YTOOBI MOIEI0BAThH €€ B
BOJIOCHI.

Koponesa 6;1arockJIoHHO NMpUHSUIA 3TO MPOSBICHUE HEKHOCTU M CHOBA BEpHYJach K CBOUM
CBUTKaM U Oymaram. [sid, kak ee ria3a npoOeraroT HCIHCAaHHBIE CTPOYKH, Top cuuen, Mosya
BJIbIXasi YTPEHHIOIO Ipoxiany. Bo3nyx Omaroyxan HEBEAOMBIMHM LIBETAMHU, KOTOpBIE JO CUX IOP
[IBEJIM B CaJiax JIBOpIa — 3a BUepanmrHuid Bedep Top ycmen BIOBOJIb Ha HUX HaimtoOoBaThes. Ceituac
K€ OH Haclaxkaajics TUIIMHOW U mokoeM. lloTaruBas uynkany, oH HaOIOAaNn 3a KOpoJeBOl. 3Haa
1 oHa 00 aToM? HecomHeHHO, HO T'J1a3 HE ITOJHUMAJA.

— 3Haellb, — IPOrOBOpUJIA OHA, — 1 TEPIETh HE MOTY YIPAaBIATH KOPOJEBCTBOM C IOMOIIBIO



YepHW1 U neprameHTa. MHe HpaBUTCS BBIXOAUTH K JIOJSIM, pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ HUMH, a 3TH Oymard,
MOAIMUCH, TIeYaTH. ..

Top npeicHyN, ¥ OHA 3aMoJI4aa.

— VY MeHs O4YeHb MHOTO paboThl, — C YKOPOM 3aMeTWja OHA U MOTSAHYJIAach 3a IMEYEHBEM,
nocepeObpeHHbIM caxapHo# myipoii. Top mocnenoBai ee mpumepy.

— IloHnMaro, — OH OTKyCWJI MAaJ€HbKHI KycodeK.— Thl TOBOpPHUIIb B TOYHOCTH KOpPOJIb
Jlopuc... Ox, kakasi BKyCHATHHA. ..

— B camowm nene?

— ¥Yry, — mpobopmotann Top. OH ycmen 3acyHyTh B POT BCIO Ie€ueHUHY. — [lampumku
00JTHKEITb.

Ona nokavasna rojloBo.

— Her, a1 o xopousie Jlopuce. Pacckaxu mipo Hero. S ciplmana, 4To OH KpacuB H... [Ipocty,
MOXKET OBITh, 3TO KECTOKO, HO ceyac OH CTaJl OU€Hb 3aBUTHBIM KEHUXOM.

Top 3a4yMYnBO KUBHYI.

— Koneuno. On ouenp xopom cob6oit. Kaxercs, pocToM OH 4yTh NOHWXKE Bac, Bare
BEJIMYECTBO, HO JICPKHUTCS C TIOCTOMHCTBOM, MO00ar0mmM Kopoito. OH 001a1aeT OCTPhIM YMOM,
o0Opa3oBaH, JIOOUT OXOTY U JIOUIaJeH, NpeJjaH CBOEMY HapoOJly... U IOCTOSHHO JKalIyeTcsl, YTO €ro
3aBaJIMBAIOT MMCAHUHOM.

KopouneBa ynbiOHymach.

— JlorasipiBatoch, UTO OH YyBCTBYET. A OH — BEpHBIN yesioBek, Top?

— Bepublit?

— OH He u3Mens cynpyre?

— Huuero He Mory cka3zars. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH MY)KYHUHa. ..

Top cnumkoM xopouio noMHui, kak Jlopuc Bnepsbie yBujen Onuccy. B ero B3risnge Oblia
CTpacTh, U OH Ja)K€ HE CMOT 3TO CKPBITh.

— Jla koHeuHo. .. Kak Tbl 1ymaelb, OH PEelInT €llle pa3 )KEHUThC?

Top paznenancs ¢ IEYCHUHON U CIU3HYI ¢ TYO KpYIUHKH caxapa.

— Ilondartus He umero. Jlopuc He BBIMVISIUT Ha MATHIACCST JIeT.

Ho onm c Haiipueit Opm kak OyATO cO34aHbl Apyr mis apyra. Hailtu apyryroo Takyro
KEHIIHUHY HEJETKO.

— Ilouemy? 51 comHEBarOCh, 4YTO HUKTO U3 3HATHBIX POJUTENIEH HE MOKETAET ClIeNaTh OJHY U3
CBOMX MPEKPACHBIX 10Yeper KoposeBor TammuHopa.

— Knsnycs CBeroMm, na! Ho 3nas Jlopuca... ecnu oH, KOHEYHO, HE CIIUIIIKOM HM3MEHHUJICS 3a
MOCJICTHNE HECKOJbKO JeT... Jlymaro, ero m3bpannuiia Oyner Oe3BectHOW. Ee mMms Huuero He
CKaXXET MPUJBOPHBIM. 3HACIIb... MHE KaXETCsl, OH MPEANOYTET ACBYIIKY U3 KaKOH-TO MaJIeHbKON
JIEPEBEHbKM BCEM MCKYIIEHHBIM CTOJMYHBIM KpacaBuuaMm. Hackonbko s mnonumaro, Jlopuc u
Hatipus mo6uiu apyr apyra eie HeBUHHBIMU JE€TbMU, — J00aBUJI OH, CJIOBHO Pa3MBbIILIAS BCIyX,
HO B €r0 roJIOCE CIbIIIANIAach MyYUTENIbHAs TOCKA.

— A y 1e0s Obuta Takas at000Bb, Top? S Xxouy ckas3aTh... JKEHIUIMHA, C KOTOPOW Bbl BHauajie
JPYKUJTH, U TOJIBKO IMOTOM CTaJIU JIFOOOBHUKAMH? — BHE3aHO cripocuia CHIIbBEH.

OH He X0TeN 0TBeYaTh Ha 3TOT Bompoc, HO CmibBeH ObuTa YecTHa ¢ HUM. OTKPOBEHHOCTH 3a
OTKPOBEHHOCTb.

— brina, CusnbBeH.

—O... — oHa B3su1a eule ojHO neuyeHwe. [loxoxke, Ee BennuecTBy HpaBUIMCh TAMHCTBEHHBIE
UCTOPUH.

— U 51 no cux nop mobimto ee, — Tuxo no6asui Top.

— Br1 Tonbko nocnymaiite! Jlo cux nop! U kro ona?

Koponesa yxe 3ameruna, 4ro cymena cMyTuTh Topa. OH Hu4ero ot Hee He cKpbiBall. Kakoe
yyno... Bor uyro 3axBartuno mnpaBurenbHully Kumpeca, eaBa oHa yBuJena 3TOro ueloOBeEKa.
OuapoBaTesibHOE CMEIIEHHE YTOHYEHHOCTH U HAUBHOCTU, CUJIbl U MSTKOCTH, HAJIMEHHOCTH H
CKpOMHOCTH. MHOrAa oH Ka)keTcsi MaJeHbKUM MOTEPSHHBIM MaJbYMKOM, a YE€pPe3 MUI OHa YK€
BOCXMIL[AETCSI MY>KECTBOM, C KOTOPbIM OH HECET Ha IuleyaxX CBOIO TSDKKYI0 Homly. M Temeps...



noTepsiHHas J1r000Bb! Tak U JOHKHO ObITh. My)XKuUnHaA U €ro BO3JIOOJIEHHAs — JKEJIaHHAsl U BEUHO
HE/IOCTYITHAS.

— Ona He mpuHaIeKUT TeOE, Top?

— Omna Bcerga OyZeT MO€i, — TPYCTHO OTO3BAJICS OH. — MBI MPOCTO HE MOXKEM OBITH BMECTE.

— [louemy?

— O-0... TaK NOJYYHIIOCH.

Ho CuibBen He coOupanach OTCTYNAaTh.

— I'ne ona?

— B Tane.

— Ho poaom oHa, KOHEYHO, HE U3 CTOJIULIBL.

Top ¢eipkHYIL.

— Her, Dnucca pomunace B mecteuke nona HazBanueM Ilycromnas Tombs. Manenbkas
JepeByIIKa, 1€ HUYEro HE MMPOUCXO/IUT, PO KOTOPYIO MAJIO KTO CIBIIIAI.

— U1 oHa uzymurenbHoO Kpacua?

—Jla, — nwmo nroOMMOW CHOBa BCTAJ0O Y HEro Iepel TIJ1a3aMd. — 30JI0ThIE BOJIOCHI.
Cepo-3enensie Tna3a. Koxa, kak mea. Xpymnkas, cmemrHas, ymHas. OHa... o4apoBaTteibHa.

— SIpeBHYI0, — MPOrOBOPHUIIA KOPOJIEBA U IPUTBOPHO HATYIIACh.

— He peBnyit, — Top ynpiOny1cs. — CTpaHHO, HO Bbl YEM-TO ITOXO0XKH.

— Cmacu6o. Kak s monumaro, 31o sectb. O... 3Haemnp, 4to? — B 1i1azax CUIBBEH 3alphIrain
JyKaBble HCKOPKH. — Y MEHS TOJBKO YTO MOSBUIIACH TMOTpsICAIONIas MbICib. Jlopuc u Dimuccea. ..

Omna oTmpaBmIIa B pOT OCTABIIMIACS KyCOYEK MeveHbs. Top moMOpImICs.

— Sl Tak He Kymaro, — TBEPAO CKa3all OH.

— A mnouemy Obl u Her? — CuibBEH CTpsAXHY/Ia caxap C KOHUYMKOB MajbleB. — B Hei
COCIMHUIIOCH BCE, YTO JKEJIAHHO Ui KOpossi TaluTMHOpa — €CiM BEPUTh TOMY, YTO ThI CKa3all.
JleBymika 0€3 MPONUIOTO... MO KpaHEW Mepe, MPOILIOTO, CBA3AHHOTO C KU3HBIO TPH ABOPE.
Ponunace B Tamunope, Ho He B Tane. Kak s nonumato, ona BecbMa Heborara?

Top KuBHYIL

— W npu 3TOM 0O9apoBartenbHa — sl POCTO IMOBTOPSIIO TBOM cjioBa. B o0miem, yciana s rias,
yma u cepana. ymaro, oau 6yayt npekpacHoit napoid. Koposs Jlopuc u koposieBa Dnucca. ..

W oHa mopHsiIa Yaiky, CJIOBHO MpeyIaras TOCT 32 HOBOOPauHBIX.

— Ecnm BRI TmpeasiaraeTe BBINMUTH 3a 3TO, Bamme BenmndecTBo, TO s HE CTaHy. ODJHcca €ro
npe3upaer. Hu oquH Bpar KOpoJiIeBCTBa HE CIIOCOOEGH HEHABHJETh €r0 TaK, Kak OHa. Jimcca
HHUKOT'/Ia HE CTaHET KopoJieBoi TaimnHopa.

— Bce neBymikm Me4TarT CTaTh KopoJsieBamu, Top.

— Ho ne Dnucca.

On HaumHaI BRIXOAUTH U3 ce0s1. CUiibBEH ObLIA B MIOJHOM BOCTOPTE.

— Iloyemy e oHa Tak HeHaBUIHWT KOpoJisi? ThI e caM TOJBKO YTO Jajl MHE TOHSTH, YTO
JYYIIETo TPaBUTENI HAa CBETE HE ChIIIemb. UTO OH MOT COTBOPHTH, YTOOBI €ro BO3HEHABHETA
mpocras AepeBeHCKas JeByuika?

Top He oTBeuan. MosyaHue 3aTsHYJIOCH, TIOTOM CTaJO HEBBIHOCUMBIM. MoskeT ObITh, OHA
3alia CIUILIKOM JajieKko?

— On oToOpain MeHs y Hee, Baiie BenmnuecTBo.

OTu clloBa HAKOHEL-TO ObUIM CKa3aHbl... W C €ro JIMIA MCYE3IH IMOCIeIHHE OTOJIECKU
pasocTu.

[Ipexme yem KoposeBa ycrena OTBETHTh, TOPOJ OTJIACHII TEPE3BOH KOJOKOJIOB. OCTaBUB
Yalmkd Ha croiuke, CHIBBEH W €€ TOCTh MOCIEMWIN K Kparo OankoHa. Kak kcraru, momymana
koposieBa. OHa OblJIa crlaceHa OT HEOOXOAUMOCTH MPOA0JDKaTh pa3roBop. K ee obnerdyennto, Top
00JIbIIIE HE BBITIISAEI TaK, CJIOBHO OTOMBAETCS OT TOJITIBI BPAroB.

— Konoxoua kak 6yaro 1ero-to TpeOyroT, — 3ametuin Top.

— OHHM BO3BEIIAIOT CMEPTh, — OTKIIMKHYJIACh KoposieBa. Top HEJOYMEHHO MOCMOTpPEI Ha Hee.
[IpaButenbuuna Kunpeca marnyna k Hemy, Top oOHsuT ee U npukai k cede. ITo ObUIO HU C YeM He
cpaBHUMOE HacnaxaeHue. OOBIYHO OHA BBITOHSIA HAJIOKHUKA W3 CHATBHU, KaK TOJBKO OH



UCIOJIHAT TO, Pajy 4ero ero Tyaa no3paiu. W Tepnerh He Moria, Korja rocie 3Toro OenpoJiara
OKOJIaUMBAJICS NMOOIU30CTH, NOCTOSIHHO MONAAasCh Ha IJ1a3a, UJId, YTO elle XYy»Ke, BIIOOJISIICS B HEe.
Hanoxnuku — 310 npocro ciayru, He 6oJiee Toro.

Ho Topkun I'uHT He TakoB.

EnBa yBuzaeB ero, oHa MOHSUIA, YTO JOJDKHA 3alOJy4UTh STOTO YEJOBEKAa HAa CBOE JIOXKE.
Temnepr cTano e sICHO, YTO XKAXAECT HACTOSIIEH JIIOOBH, a HE TOJBKO MOCTEIBHBIX yTeX... Her,
6ombuiero. OH A0JKEH IPUHAJUIEKATH €il.

— TBoit apyr Jlokku nmoTpedoBai, uroosl Xapua ¢ «Ock» yaoctouscs nonenys CepeOpsHoi
JleBbl, — HaIIOMHMWJIa KOPOJIEBA.

— Ax, na... S mpocto He noHsul. CIMIIKOM MHOTO BCero cpasy... CHadanma AJOHTo, IOTOM
BCE OCTaJIbHEIE... S HE ycnen. ..

«O 6oru, — nogymana koposena CuibBeH. — 3HaUUT, TeOe OyJET HEJIETrKO 3TO YCIBIILATh.

— Konoxoua Bo3Bemarot ey Oxuganusi.

— 5] Huyero He 3Har0 1po 3TOT 0ObIvail, CuibBeH. S BoOOIe HE 3HAKOM C BalllUMU OObIYasSMU.

Koponesa noBepHynach, NoKuHyjIa 0aTKOH U YCTPOMJIACh B OJIHOM U3 YIOTHBIX KpPeces BO3Jie
HEeOOJIBIIION kapoBHH. TOp MOCIEI0BA €€ TPUMEDY.

— Cornacao 3akony Kumpeca, momenyit CepebpsiHO#l JIeBbl — camMo€ CTpalrHoe Haka3aHHe.
DTO y)XacHasi CMEpTh... MPaBJia, CMEPTh HACTYIaeT He Bceraa. Booobue, /[eBa pazbopunBOCThIO HE
otnnyaercsa. Ciaydaercs, 4To OHa LIeJyeT HEBUHOBHBIX.

Top noxain miedamu.

— He nonumaro.

— CepeOpsinast JleBa cama BbIOMpaeT, KOTo 1€l0BaTh, a kKoro HeT. Ee momenyil paccekaer
YeJI0BEKa MOT0JIaM — C TOJIOBBI IO HOT.

— Jliia Xspuaa TpyAHO MPUIYyMAaTh YTO-TO Jy4lllee, — C JOBOJbHBIM BUJOM OTO3BasICA Top.

— Ilonoxu. ToT, KTO Ha3HA4YaeT HaKa3aHWe, CHavyalla JOJDKeH pUCKHYTh caM. Eciu [leBa He
TPOHYJIa €ro, 3Ha4uT, OH MOCTPaJajl HEBUHHO U MOXXET TpeOoBaTh mpaBocyaus. 1 torma tot, kto
MPUYMHUI MY 3J10, JOJDKEH UCIBITAaTh Ha ce0e ee THEB.

Ee roctb BbIMISAEN TaK, CIOBHO €r0 yJapWiH I10 TOJIOBE YEM-TO TSDKENBIM... WM 3aCTaBUIIN
PELINTH KaKyl0-TO BEChbMa HENPOCTYIO 3aj1auy.

— Jla, — nocnemHo npousHecna CuibBeH. — S noraapiBaoch, KakoB OyIeT TBOU cleayroIuii
Bonpoc. Ilo3Bone MHe oTBeTUTH cpa3y. Y JleBbl eCTh JAecATh BpaT, KOTOPbIE MOTYT OTKPBIThCS,
MpOITycKasi KIIMHOK. .. WJIK HE OTKPBIThbCs. Bb1Oop 3a camoii JleBoii.

Topy crano crpaiHo.

— ThI X04emb cka3aTh, 4TO 3TO BOJis ciaydas? U JIokku urpaet Beiemyro?

— Jla, MOXHO cKa3zaTh W Tak. BoT mouemMy MbI peako mpuOeraem k yciayram CepeOpsHOM
JleBpl. MHOrHE MPUHOCAT MHE >kajlo0y, HO Yalle BCEro BBIOMPAIOT M€Y MJIM KHYT — CMOTPS IO
TOMY, HaCKOJIBKO TSKKUM ObLI0 ockopOnenue. Ho ecnu Thl Xouenb, 4ToObl TBOM OOMIUYMK ITOHEC
camoe TsKeloe HaKka3aHue, KOTOpoe TOoJIbKo 3HatoT KoposieBcTBa, epeskuil caMblii CUIIBHBIN CTpax,
KaKOM TOJIBKO BO3MOJKEH, 3a 3TO HAJ0 3aIlIaTUTh. Bce uMeeT cBoo LieHy.

— Wl MmoxxHO HazesTbes?..

— Hanexnapl mano, — CuibBeH Mpeanodyia He CKpbIBaTh IpaBjabl. Mbl HE MOXEM 3aCTaBUTh
JleBy M3BMEHUTH PELICHHUE.

— YV Hee ecTb XpaHUTEIb, IPEJaHHbIA MHE 4YesloBeK. Sl BIIOJIHE JOBEPSIO eMy. 3a MOCIIeHEe
BpeMsi K JleBe oOpammanuch nBaxkabl, M1 00a pa3a OHa HE TPOHYJA HH JKEPTBY, HU oOmmaunka. OHa
noiaauia yersepbix. Kak st moHumaro, Ternepb oHa jKaKJIeT CMEpTH.

— Barie BenmM4ecTBO... pyU BCEM MOEM IHOYTEHHH K BaM... Bbl HE MOXETE 3TOr0 JIOIMYCTUTb!
Jlokkwu emie peGeHOK.

— OTOT peOeHOK MpUHSI peleHue MykuuHbl, Top. OH HacTtauBai. Sl He MOry eMy OTKa3aTh.
OH nojan xanody 1 10JKEH MOJIYyYUTh TO, 4To npocut. Tak riaacut 3akoH Kunpeca.

Top nmouyyBCcTBOBAJ, YTO 3aKHUIIAECT.

— W xorga MoxHO OyeT moro00BaThCs 3TON MEP30CTHIO?

CunbBeH czenana BUJI, UTO MPOIYCTUIIAa OCKOPOIEeHuE MUMO yIIEH.



— Yepe3 HECKOJbKO YacoB, IOITOMY KOJIOKOJIA M 3BOHST. JIOpKe HYKHO BpeMs, 4YTOObI
nepenectu JleBy B am¢pureaTp. Hy)kHO HATOUUTH KIMHKH, CMa3aTh 3aMKH MacJioM. ..

— He xouy Ooubire 00 3TOM cibliiath, — Top nmpomiencs no koMHare. — Kommap. Uto s ckaxy
Dlipun?

— Kto Takas Diipun?

— Cectpa Jlokku. 5 o0Gemtan e, 4TO MPUCMOTPIO 32 MAIBYUKOM.

— Top, Jlokkn cam npunsn 3to peumenue. He Tei. He ero cectpa. [laxxe kanmutan Ksuct
[TOBUHYETCS 3aKOHY.

— Jla, 1erko MoBMHOBATHCA 3aKOHY, KOT'/Ia peub UIET HE 0 TBOoeH kpoBU. KBUCT — Myx DipuH,
a Jlokku — ero mypuH, xoTst KBucT Bpoje Obl crapaercs 3aMeHUTh eMy oTua. KcraTu, oTia y HuX
HUKora He O0bu10. Takoro DiipuH cBOeMy cynpyry HuKornaa He npoctut. Hukorga!

— Tsl 3ps BeIxOuIIb U3 cedsl. byneM HanesThbes, uro [leBa nmposBuT Mmusiocepaue. Thl HUYEro
HE MOJKElIb C/IeaTh.

— 51 He Oyny MPOCTO CTOSATH U CMOTPETh, Kak TBOs [leBa pexer Jloknuna ['unbura nonosam.

Ot0 ObLIa yrpo3a, He BRICKAa3aHHAs SIBHO, HO KOPOJIEBA TMOHsIIA €T0.

— Ecnu b1 npubernenis k BonmeocTBy, Top... [loka 310 Hamn cekpeT, HO MHE IPUJIETCS €ro
OTKpBITh. ThI HE ocTaBumb MHE BbIOOpa. B Kumpece UYyBcTByromume BcTpeuaroT OoJbIe
MOHUMaHUs, yeM B TajuimHope, HO Mbl HE JJOMyCKaeM, 4T0ObI BOJIIIEOCTBO TBOPHIIOCH B OTKPBITYIO.

— S cnenyro ronocy cepaua, Bame BenuyectBo, — Top BcTal, coOupasch yuTu.

— A g — 3aKOHaM MOEro KOPOJIEBCTBA.

— ¥ Bac ecTb 3aKO0H, 3aMPEIIAONINil TBOPUTH BOJIIIEOCTBO?

— Bounie6cTBO MOXET TBOPUTH TOJIBKO KOpOJeBa, — pe3ko oTBerwsia CuibBeH. — s Toro,
9YTOOBI 3a4aTh JA0Yb.

— B TakoMm cnywae... He uckitoueHO, 4TO MHE TOXKE NPUAECTCA NONPOCUTH Bamy JleBy o
nonenye. [1o Bamemy npukasy, — OH MEJUIEHHO OKJIOHWIICA. — Sl MOKKJaro Bac.

— la, nymaro, Tebe mopa.

Omna nevanbHO cMoTpena, kak Top oneBaercss U yxoaut. HUKTO M3 HUX OoJiblIe HE MPOU3HEC
HU CJIOBA.

CunbpBeH He yaUBUIACh, KOI/Ia HECKOJIBKO MHMHYT CIYCTs Xela BOLUIa B €€ IOKOH,
COIPOBOXKAsl €1€ OJTHOTO UyXKe3eMLa.

— Barie BenMuecTBoO... — TOCTh OTBECHII IIyOOKHi mokJoH. [loxoxke, eMy ObLJIO HE BIEpPBOit
BCTPEYaThCsl C 0c00aMH KOPOJIEBCKOM KPOBH.

— 51 ’xnana Bac, — MpOU3HECIa KOPOJeBa.

— bnaroaapro, 4ro npuHsiu MeHs, Bamie BenuuectBo. S cuuTaro CBOMM JOJTOM paccKas3arb
BaM O CBOEH *MW3HM B TaymmmHOpe, KaK BBl U IIPOCHIIH.

— B camom gene? — cyxo crnpocusia OHa. DTO MOIJO O3HayaThb BCE, YTO YTFOJHO, HO €€
cobecenHrKa T0J00HOE HE CMYTHIIO.

— 51 noymKeH mpenynpeanuTh Bac, rocyapblHsi. OTO ONACHBIN YeIOBEK.

— Be1 npo Topkuna ['muta? U yem oH omacen? ToJsibko Buepa Bbl CaMU TOBOPHJIM, YTO MHE
CTOUT MPUTIIACUTH €T0 BO ABopell. YTo 3T0 OyaeT BechMa JIFOOOTBITHO. ..

I'oT KOPOTKO KUBHYJ. DTO MOKHO ObLIO MPUHATH U 3@ 3HAK COTJIACHs], U 32 IOKJIOH.

— Koneuno. Korga Bbl pacckazanm, Kak OH MHOSBUJICS Ha HEBOJbHUYBEM PBIHKE, s HE MOT
MOBEPUTh COOCTBEHHBIM ymiaMm. [loka MOTy cka3zaTh TOJBKO TO, YTO s YK€ CKa3al. DTOT YeJIOBEK
omnaceH. beapl HIyT 3a HUM IO NsTaM, Bame Bean4ecTBo.

I'nsans, Kak 3TO MEpP3KOe CO3/laHue, HArjoe U 101000CTPacCTHOE OJJHOBPEMEHHO, paCIIMHAETCS
nepen Hel, CuibBeH 3aayMaiach. 3HaeT JIM OH, Ha uTo ciocodeH Top? Bpsa nu. Her, 31ech uto-ToO
JpYyroe... BO3MOKHO, PEBHOCTb.

— Kak s nonsuia, HekoTopoe Bpems Bbl 00a HaXOAWINCh IIPU JBOpe Koposist TamnmuHopa?

— CoBepiieHHO BepHO, — ['OT momblTancs yablOHYTHCA, HO YXMbUIKA IOJY4YHJIach
OTBPATUTEIILHOM.

— Topkun I'uHT ouapoBaTeneH U NOMOT MHE CKPaCUTh MUHYTHI OT/IbIXa.



Omna yBuz€na, KaKk MPU 3TUX CJIOBaxX JHLO ['0Ta CKpUBUIIOCH, M ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA YTO-TO BPOJIE
TOp>KecTBa. JIMIO He CiTylIaeTcs ero... TaKoe K€ YpOoAJIMBO€, KaK U €ro aylia.

I'naza 6piBIIEro MHKBU3UTOpA CTAIM MOX0KU HAa KAMEHHbIE IIAPUKU.

— 51 6B mocoBeTOBaN BaMm OoJibIlie HE MyCKaTh €ro BO JBopel, Bamie BenmdectBo. bymer
XOpOIIIO, €CJIA BBl TTO3BOJIUTE MHE pa3o0paThecsi ¢ HUM. MOXeT ObITh, MHE MOHATOOUTCS HECKOIBKO
BalllUX CTPAKHUKOB, HO... Panu Bac, Baiie BennuecTBo.

— PazoOpatbcs?

— M36aBuUTEL Bac OT HETO, TOCIIOKA.

— N36aButh oT Hero Kunpec niu a3tot Mup?

— Kak noxenaere, Bame BennuectBo. S ¢ panocTbio BHINOJIHIO Ball mpuka3. Sl o0s3aH Bam
XKU3HBIO. U 3TOT 10T MHE HE OIUIATUTh J0 CaMON CMEPTH.

ot mocenwiics BO JBOpIE JMIIb HECKOJBKO AHEW Hazal, HO KoposeBa CHIIBBEH YkKe
IIPOHUKJIACh K 3TOMY 4esloBeKy npe3peHueM. OHa Bcerja npesupaia TeX, KTo roToB OblI nepes Hell
crenutbCcs. Hu Maneiimero noeBepus OH y Hee HE BBI3BIBAN... HO MaTh Y4YHWJIAa €€, 4YTO
MIPaBUTEIBLHUIIA JIOJDKHA BBICIYIIATH JII000€ CIIOBO, U3 YbMX OBl YCT OHO HE Mpo3Bydano. ['oT Obut
WNuksuzutopom TamnmuHopa u Oexall, KOrja MHKBU3ULUIO yrpa3aHwid. O4yeBUIHO, omacasch 3a
CBOIO kKM3Hb... OH Haxoawicsa Ha 6opTy «Ochbl», KOrjaa Kopadiib 3aTOHY/ HEJAIEKO OT MaJ€HbKOTO
OCTpOBKa, HO JymMmall, YTO KpoMe Hero, HUKTo He crnaccs. 1o ero cioBawm, 3a BpeMs IJ1aBaHUSI OH HE
pa3roBapuBall HU C KEM, KPOME KalluTaHa U FOHTY IO UMEHH Paiik.

VY3HaB, uro Topkun ['uHT TOXE MIBLT HA 60pTYy «OcChl», a Teneps HaxoauTcs B Kumpece, ['ot
Obl1 motpsiceH. [loxoxe, OoH MHOTO MOXET pacckazarb 0 Tope... Kpome TOro, 4To JaBHO €ro
HeHaBUJUT. BMecTo 3TOro0 cioBa ObLIM CKa3aHbl COTHU JIPYIMX, YMHBIX U KPAaCHUBBIX, HO KOpOJeBa
yMella yuTaTh 10 Iila3aM. DTOT Jiap, Kak U TOHKOE 4yThe, OHa yHacienoBaia oT Mmarepu. Her, eciu
KTO U omaceH, Tak 310 ['ot. U 310 emy Henb3s 1oBepsiTh. OH MOXKET OBITh JT00€3€H, MOXKET JTbCTUTh
U 3aMCKUBAaTh, HO 3TO JIMIIb MacKa, 3a KOTOPOH CKpPBIBAETCS HKECTOKOCTh YEJIOBEKA, HE CIIOCOOHOTO
1 HE JKEJIAI0IIero MpoIlaTh.

Nmenno T'or mnpemnoxkun mnpurinacute Topa Bo JBopel, pa3OynuB €€ JHOOOIBITCTBO.
KoHeuHo, OH HE paccuuThIBaj, YTO KOPOJIEBA U €€ I'OCTh MPOBEAYT HOYb B OJHON MOCTEINU... HO
CunbBeH TOKe IpeJcTaBisuia cede 3TOT BU3UT nHave. OHa BUJENA, KaK U3PBITOE IIpamMamu JIMLO
obiBIero MHKBU3KWTOpa KpUBUT rpumaca HeoaoOpenus. HasepHo, mnpoOosrtancs KTO-TO U3
ciyxaHok. Kro eme mor 3Hath, uro Top Tak U He NOKUHYN ee okoeB? BrnpoueMm, ero MHeHue He
uHTepecoBano mnpasurenbHully Kumpeca. Kyga moGomnbiTHee apyroe: 4ro ObUIO MEXKIY 3TUMHU
JFOJTEMH ?

[loka kopojieBe He ynaiaoch y3HaTh, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK 3HAET O €€ HOBOM JHOOOBHUKE.
Kaxercs, ceituac eil Bblajia BO3MOXXHOCTh HABEPCTATh YIYILIEHHOE.

3unaer au ['oT, yro ero Heapyr — UyBcTByromuii? OHa CHOBa M CHOBA 3ajaBajia cebe ITOT
Bonpoc. Yrto cBs3biBaeT ux? Moker ObITb, OHM CTalM CONEPHUKAMH, MbITasICh JOOUTHCS
0JIarOCKJIOHHOCTH KakoW-To nambl? Heyxenu Ttoit camoir Omuccei? Her, nembicmumo. Ona
npeAcTaBuiIa cede KpacaBuily DIIMCCY M 04YapoOBaTEIbHOTO MOJIONOTO Jiekaps. Yem He mapa?
Heyxenu neByika, KoTtopas JIOOUT CBOEro M30paHHMKAa M CYACTJIMBA C HHUM, XOTs ObI OpOCHUT
B3IJISJ Ha Takoe uyaoBuile, kak ['or? Uto kacaercst camoro ['oTa... moxose, *EHIIUHbBI €ro He
uHTepecyroT. Moxer ObITh, OH e€BHyX? OH Jake He MbITalcid IPUCTAaBaTh K CIy)KaHKaM U HE
3arjisiHyJl HU B OJHO 3aBEJCHHUE — B TOM 4YHCIIE U TYyHa, /i€ MOCeTUTeNel 00CIyKUBAIOT FOHOLIH.
Koponesa peniniia He 3alyMbIBaTbCSl O TOM, IOYEMY OH IpeHeOperaeT Jo0oBHbIMU yTexaMu. Kak
OBl TO HU OBLJIO, PEBHOCTH TYT HE MIPHU YEM.

beiBimii THKBU3UTOP Tak M CBEPIWII €€ B3IJIAJIOM, IIPU 3TOM OJIMH IJa3 Y HEro TO U JEN0
noaeprusaiics. Korga jxe ee roctb CHOBa OOJIM3HYJICS, KOPOJEBa HE BbIJEpXala U OTBEPHYJIACh.
D10 OBUIO IPOCTO HEBBIHOCUMO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHa BEXJIMBO MOIPOCUJIA CBOErO TOCTS
ynanuthes. Jla, oHa moka He roroBa BeicaymaTh ero. [loxoxe, ['oT ouenp oropumics, ogHAaKO He
[IOCMEJI IEPEYUTh U MOKUHYJ TOKOU KOPOJIEBBI.

Jenn o6eman ObiTh HemerkuM. KakoBo yTpo, TakoB U Bech JieHb. Koposesa 3nunacek Ha Topa.
Jlep3kuil MaJgb4MILKa OTKPBHITO BbIKA3aJl HEIOBUHOBEHUE, HO 3TO €llle MoJI0ebl: OH MPUTPO3UII UTO



Hapymut 3akoH Kumpeca! Kakas cTponTHBOCTH... Kakash BOCXUTHTENbHAas CTPONTUBOCTh. OH
HHUKOTO HE OouTcs, maxke ee. Jla, Takoro dyemoBeka oHa MoTJa ObI TIOJTFOOUT.

[TomoOuts? Eii Takoe fake B rojoOBy HE IPUX0AWiI0. Pa3Be 4To B IOHOCTH... HO Y Hee ObLIO
xopoluiee BocnuTanue. Eil MpeacTosuio crarh BEIMKOW KOPOJIEBOM BENMKOTro Hapona. M Hu onuH
MY)KUMHa He OyJeT IpaBUTh HU ATHUM HApPOJIOM, HH €0 caMoil. OHa HUKOTAa He MOJI00UT, HUKOTAA
He BbliieT 3amyx. Ee maTh 1 0abymika 0 MocieJHUX CBOUX JTHEH 0TOMpau Ajs Hee JIF0OOBHUKOB.
OTo OBUIO CBOEro poja IPHUIBOPHOE 3aBEACHHE, KOTOPOE IMocellaja TOJbKO OJHAa KIHEHTKA.
MHO0k€eCcTBO MY)KUMH, KOTOpBIE Bcerja K ee yciayraMm. HUKTO He 3ajepKuBaics HaJ0Jro: ¢ OJJHOM
CTOPOHBI, 3TO HE MO3BOJISUIO MPHUHIIECCE CKyYaTbh, @ C IPYroi — OHa HE ycleBaja IpUBS3aThCA HU K
KOMY U3 T€X, C KEM JIeIHIIa JOXKeE.

Nm ynanocs u 10, U Apyroe. 3a 3TH rojabl y KopoJsieBbl Kurpeca ObUIO CIMIIIKOM MHOTO
J000BHHUKOB, YTOOKI JymMaTh O JH00BU. I BOT B cCOpoK JieT oHa BiroOmiIack. Bot cmex. [la eme B
ypokenna Tammunopa! Ho xak MOXXHO ycTosaTh mepea TakuMm, kak TopkwH ['maT? [axe ecnu
3a0BITh O €r0 KpacoTe U 0YapOBaHHHU... ITO yAUBUTENIbHbIN yenoBek. Kakas octpora yma... OH He
ycrynan el camoi. CoOeceqHHMK, KOTOPBIM HHUKOTJIAa HE CMOXET HAacKy4duThb. YyBCTBYIOLIMIL.
3arajiKa, KOTOPYIO MOXHO pa3raJblBaTh /10 KOHIIA )KU3HU.

Koponesa CunpBeH momorana rojioBoi, OTTOHSSL 3TU MBICIH. DTOT yAUBUTEIbHBINA YEIOBEK
TOJIBKO YTO YyIIEJN OT HEE.

Top Obut B spoctu. Kak oH Mor Takoe amomyctuth? Jlokku Obul BopaBe BbIOpaTh AJist
oOuauuka Jiro0oe HakazaHue. X3puaa MOIJIM BbICEYb, €My MOIJIM OTPYOMTH TojOBY... Tak Her,
MaJbUYMK pEHIMJI PUCKHYTh COOCTBEHHOW ku3HbIO. Temepp ¢ mnouckamu Kiyra mnpunercs
MTOBPEMEHMUTb.

I'myno! I'mymo! IIpoxnunas ce6s, Top maran mo ropoackoi ynuie. OH yxe 3Hall, Ha KaKOM
nocrosuioM ABope octaHoBwics Ksuct. Heoxumpmanno Kumpec yrpatwii Bce CBOE€ OYapOBAaHUE.
Kpacku cranu pesue, ropoj npimain yrpo3oid. M ¢ CuiibBeH OHU paccTaliuch Kak uyxwue... OgHoro
3TOTr0 OBLIO IOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI HCIIOPTUTH HACTPOCHHUE.

Ha nocrosiinom nsope kanutana KBucra u B caMom Jiene 3HaJIM.

— OH ymien, — cooOUIMIT MaJb4MILKA — OJIMH U3 T€X, KOTOPBIX MPUKAPMIIMBAIOT B TPAKTUPAX U
UCIOJIb3YIOT U1 MEJIKUX MOPYUYECHUH.

Top BbIIEen Ha ynuiy u octaHoBwics. U kyna reneps uaru? Passe uro B nopt. OT 1106MMOr0
TpPaKTUpPa — K JIIOOUMOMY KOpaOlIiio. ..

Own ne ommbcs. KBuct u B camoMm fiene Haxoawics Ha 60pTy «Bopona». Komanga roroBunacek
K OTIUIBITHIO.

— O, KBucr! — kpuknyn Top.

Kanuran nepernyncs depe3 manyOHble OrpaxjaeHus, nomaxana Topy, U TOT MOCIEIIHO
MOJHSIICS TIO CXOTHAM Ha nanyOy. SAnyc KBuct Obu1 MpauHee Ty4u.

— IToxoe, THI BCE CabIman?

— Kak Tb1 MOT Takoe mponyctuth? — 3aopain Top.

Ecnu no cux mop yuio pa30oifHMKa HAllOMUHAIO T'PO30BO€ HEOO, TO TeHeph pa3pasuiach
Oyps.

— Tsl uto, pexnyncsa? Kak tebe Takoe B rosioBy npuuio? Eciu 61 51 3Ha1! Jlokku yrBepxkaa,
YTO 3TOr0 MEp3aBIia BBHIIOPIOT MPU BCEM YECTHOM HApOJE, a MOTOM MOCAAIT B KIETKY U OCTaBST
6e3 enpl. [Ipo Cepebpsinyto JleBy 51 ¥ CIBIXOM HE CIBIXUBAJI — JI0 HBIHENTHEro yrpa. Hamgo 0110
noAnucath napy Oymar, TyT-To Bce U BCKpbuioch. CaMo co0o0if, s Hayasl OTIHUPATHCsl, HO MOE CJIOBO,
KaK OKa3ajoch, HUUero He pemaetr. M most monmuck toxke. Kak ckazan Jlokku, Tak u Oyzmer. S
OeccuiieH.

Her, nogyman Top. I Tak serko He caamcs.

— 3HauuT, peurmI coexarn?

— 51 roTOBIIO KOPAOJIb K OTIUIBITHIO, [ UHT, — JIEATHBIM TOJIOCOM OTBeTHII KBHCT. — UTO OBI HU
CIIy4MJIOCh, 3aBTPa MbI BBIXOJIUM B MOpe. Sl 10JDKeH BepHYThCs A0MOM, K DiipuH. Bo3moxkHO, MHE
MIPUIETCS IPUBE3TH €M Tpyn. MoxeT, Xouellb cKa3aTh, YTO S CHACTIUB?



Top mnortepsin ronoBy. CBoeill HEBO3MYTHMOCTBIO, CBOMMHU IIONBITKAMHU YCIOKOHUTH €ro
CunbBeH 100MIIach JIMIIL OJJHOTO: B HEM KJIOKOTal rHeB. M Tenepp Haliencs KTo-To, Ha KOM 3TOT
THEB MOXHO OBLIO COPBAaTh.

— Xoren Obl s 3HaTh, XBAaTUT JIU TeOE 1yXy IOCMOTPETH €i B ria3al

OT10 6bLI0 yXKe CIUIIKOM. Top eaBa ycren 3aropoIuThCsi HEBUJUMOW CTEHOM — Cy/isl [0 CHIIE,
C KOTOpO B Hee Bpe3asics KyJak KaluTaHa, eMy OYeHb M0oBe3J0. Y 1ap Obul Tak cuiieH, yto Ksucra
pa3BepHyio Ha Mecte. Ha nuiie pa3boiiHriKa MOsSIBUIIOCH BRIpAKEHNUE OECKOHEUHOTO YAUBIICHUS, HO
HeHanoaro. [IpurnyB ronoBy, kak ObIK, OH Opocuiics Ha obuguuka. Top HE pa3 BUJEN, KaK JIOAHU,
KOTOPBIX TaKUM 00pa3oM OOJHYJIM B JKUBOT, JIE)KAT CKOPUYMUBILIUCH U JIOBAT PTOM BO3AyX. OqHaKO
eMy camMoMy oJo0Hoe He rpo3uiio. KBucTy mokasanoch, 4To OH ¢ pa30ery HajeTesl Ha KAMEHHYIO
M3TOPOJib. MUT CIyCTs OH yXKe 03 YyBCTB JieKall Ha Tainy0e CBOero Kopaoss.

Top cxioHMiICcS Haja KanuTaHoM U ocMoTpen ero. K cuacteio, Bce obonuiocs. Ckopo Snyc
KBuct ounercsa. Kakoe-to Bpemst y Hero OyAeT KpPYKUThCS TOJIOBA, OH BpSA JIM IMOWMET, 4YTO
CIIy4UJIOCh. .. HO €r0 KU3Hb BHE OMACHOCTH.

Camomy Topy moesno emie Oosbiie. Hukto He Buaen 3tod crpanHoi npaku. Korma on
MOJAHUMAJICS 10 CXOAHsIM, KBHCT OTHaBal CBOMM MOJPYYHBIM INPHUKa3bl, U Ha Majly0e HUKOIO HE
ObuT0. MaTpochl BEpHYJIUCh KaK pa3 BOBpEMs,, 4YTOObI YBHUJETb, YTO HX KalUTaH JIEXKUT,
pacmiacTaBUIMCh Ha JJOCKaX.

— YTO Cay4HsIOCh? — KPUKHYJ OJIMH, YCTPEMHUBILHUCH K HEMY.

— ObMopok, — coBpait Top. — OTHeceMm ero B KaroTy. S 1ekapb 1 CMOT'Yy €My [TOMOYb.

Ksucra ynoxunu Ha kxoiiky. Top 3aBepun pa300MHHMKOB, YTO IMO30BET HX, KAaK TOJIKO
OCMOTPUT KalHTaHa, a caMOro HACTOMYMBOIO MOMPOCHI MpHHECTH BoAbl. Celiuac HYXHO OBLIO
BBIUTPATh BPEMSI... COBCEM HEMHOI'O BPEMEHH.

Kanuran yxe npuxoaun B ce0s1, 1 Top BiIniI eMy B pOT HEMHOT'O HACTOMKH appaka, ¢ KOTOpOi
Terepb HE paccTaBaJICs.

— I'onoBa packansIBaeTcs. .. — MpoCTOHAI KBUCT, IPUOTKPBIB CBOM €IMHCTBEHHBIN TJIa3.

— I'noTHu enie HeMHOXkKO0, — Top CHOBa MOJHEC K €ro rydam my3bIpeK, MOIMYTHO 3aMETHUB, YTO
JParolieHHOTO MUThS CTAHOBUTCS BCE€ MEHbIe M MeHblle. [lociylHo caenaB Ii0TOK, KamuTaH ¢
TPYAOM cejl. B 3TOT MHT B KaloTy BJIETEJI MaTPOC C KyBIIMHOM.

— Otouuu ero, — Tuxo nporosopui Top. — Ham Hago nmoroBopuTs.

— Bce B nopsaxke, Jlapr, — ckazan kanurtaH. — 3aHUMaNCsl CBOMMM JI€TaMH.

Opnnako ot Jlapra ObuTO HE Tak JIETKO OTIEIATHCS.

— YBepeH, kanutan? Ha tebe nuia HeT.

— Huuero co mHO#l He ciyumrtcs. [Ipocto rosoBa tpemmur. Tak IPUXBATWIIO, YTO HOTH
MOJAKOCUITUCH.

— Xopo1o, KanuTaH. 30BH, €CIIU YTO, — MAaTPOC BBILIEI U 3aKPbLI 32 COOON IBEPD.

KBuct nocmotpen eMy Bcies, IOTOM F'HEBHO ycTaBuiics Ha Topa.

— U uro 310 GBLIO?

Top B310XHYIIL.

— 51 YysctByromuii, KBuct. I Mory TBOpUTH BOJIIEOCTBO.

— OaMH U3 3TUX CYACTIMBYMKOB? — YXMBUIbHYJCSA pa300iHUK, moTupas BUCOK. — OX, Kak
Tebe nogesio... Her, MHe Ha camoM zene Jiydiie.

— MHe Tak Bce roBopsT, — ynblOHyncs Top. — [Ipoctu, uro npuunnaui tede 601b.

KBucr nepenepHnyi mieqamu.

— W T61 MHE, 1H 51 TeOe. briBaso u moxyxe.

— Tebe Oecriokout, 4To 51 YyBCTBYIOMIMIA?

— Menst — HeT, a BOT TeOs... S cablman, UHKBU3UTOPOB U3 TamnuHopa BbirHamu. Ho Tbl,
[I0X0’K€, BCE HUKAK HE MOKEIIb 3a0bITh PEXKHUE CTPaXH.

— Hukorna He yrajaelib, 4To NOXyMaroT JOAM. S crapatock AepKarh SI3bIK 3a 3y0aMu.

— 51 Toxxe mocraparoch, — KBUCT cnycTws1 HOrM Ha 1o ¥ 3acToHall. — Ox... MHe Obl Takoi
nap... Utak, ['MHT: MOkelIb COTBOPUTD UyA0 U cracTu JIokku?

— S cobupancs. Ho koposieBa 3amperwna MHE TBOPHUTH BojmiedctBo. OHa 3HAET, 4TO s



UyscTByrommuil.

— Bo cue mpobonrancsa? — Kuct pacxoxoTancsi, u Top mo4yBCTBOBaJ, Kak KPaCHEET.

— Iloxoxe, npo 310 yxe Bech Kunpec 3naer?

— W Bce, KTO 3HAET, HCTIBITHIBAIOT 32 TE€OS TOPJIOCTh. I BO BCAKOM Cilydae — TOUYHO. MHe elie
HE JI0BOJAMJIOCH IepecnaTh ¢ KOPOJIEBOU — KpOME TOH, UTO KAET MEHS JoMa.

— TwI €€ ¥ B caMOM Jiesie JTF0OuIIIb. .. — mpodopmoTan Top. Her, mpocTto moaymait, cioBa camu
COPBAIHCH C T'yO.

KBucT ynBIIEHHO B3IUIAHYIN HA HEE.

— Ha, T'unt. 5 u B camoM pene ee mo0mro. Tebe uto, HE BepUTCs?

Top HENOBKO MepecTynusl ¢ HOTM Ha HOry. Bcero Heckosbko AHEW Ha3aj OH TOXKE craj ¢
3TOW KOPOJIEBOU.

— [Moyemy? DiipuH TOXX€ MHE HpaBHUTCA. Sl Bcerma cuuTal, 4TO OHA JOCTOMHA HACTOSIIHI
mo0Br. OHa MPOCTO MOJy4YuiIa TO, YTO 3aciyxmia. S 3a Bac paj.

— CoMHeBaroch, 4To OHa OyJeT OYeHb paja, Korjaa s MpUBe3y €il Tpyn ee Oparia, — OypKHYI
KgBucr.

— He Oyner nukakoro tpyna. [ToBeps mue, Kuct. OGemiato, ¢ ronoBsl JIOkku He ynaner u
BOJIOC.

— 3HauyuT, Thl Hama nociuenHsAs Haaexaa. K mapHio HHKOro He myckaioT. MHe naxe He
MO3BOJIMJIM MOroBOpuUTh ¢ HUM. Ho emy mieBaTh. MecTh ocienuiia ero. MoserT, OH ellle He I0poc
JI0 TOTO, YTOOBI TIOHSTH, YTO MCTHUTH MOKHO TIO-Pa3HOMY.

Top KuBHYIL

— I molixy Ha rmaBHyto omans. [lopa B3risAHyTh Ha 3Ty [leBy.

— S Toxe ckopo mpuay. Hy)kHO KOe-4TO 3aKOHYMTH. 3aBTpa YTPOM MBI JOJDKHBI BBIUTH B
Mope. Moxenis BepHyTbesa co MHOM B KapanyH.

— Cmmacu60. MHe enie Hy>kKHO HAlTH CBOETO COKOJIA.

Top nHampaBmics HazaJq K LEHTpy ropoja, k amdutearpy. Ha nyme crano nerue. Ero
CIOCOOHOCTEN OCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI CIIPaBUTHCS € 3TOM JleBoii, KaK Obl CII0KHO HHU ObUIM YCTPOEHBI
ee Bpata. Ho on mo-npexneMy He mpeacTaBiisii, kak Haiith Kiyra. bes momonu CuibBeH, KOTopas
MorJjia Obl OTKPBITH JJI HETO JIBEPH, 3Ta 3ajjaua MpecTaBisuiachk BecbMa HenpocToid. Halitu nruy,
KoTopasi OoJibllle HE MOXET YCTaHOBUTh C HUM CBs3b pasymMoB. Mope Bokpyr Kumpeca ycesHO
MHO>KECTBOM KPOILIEYHbIX OCTPOBKOB, 1 KilyT MOkeT okazarbcs Ha J1I000M U3 HUX.

Crpannoe mosiyanue Kityra HaBoqwiio Ha pa3MbliieHUs. Top HE COMHEBAJICSA: €Cu Obl €ro
Ipyr ymep, oH Obl 3T0 novyyBcTBOBajld. Ho oH He uyBcTBOBasl HUuero. Tonbko myctora. Heyxenu
OMSTh apXalUT — BOJIIEOHBIM 3€JIEHBIM KaMyILEK, KOTOPbIii HE MO3BOJISI €My JOTSHYThCA A0
Dnuccesl yepes paszenstoniee ux paccrostaue? Her, Tak nmpooipkaloch JIMIIb A0 TEX MOP, 0OKa OHU
OobutH ganeko Jpyr ot apyra. Korga xe Top npubbut B AkageMuro, Diaucca Jake CIIblajia ero
MBICJIEHHBIH 30B, XOTS U CHJIBHO NPUTTYLICHHBIN.

Tenepp oH y3Hay Obl JA€WCTBHE apXaluTa M CIpaBWICS C 3TON mperpanoil 06e3 ocoObIx
ycwnii. Bee nmeno B Tom, uto mperpaapl He Obuto. Top HUKOTAa HE CTAJIKUBAJICA HU C 4YeM
nmonoOHbIM. Ha Beskuit ciydail OH MOCTOSIHHO JEpKall CBOM pa3yM OTKPBITBIM. Bo3moxkno, Kyt
TOXKE OTYasiHHO IMBITaeTCs JOKpUYaThCsl O CBOero jpyra. [oBopdTr, eciau  XOpoIllo
MIPUCIYIIUBATHCA, KOT1a-HUOY b YCIBIIIUIIb. ..

Bneszanno Topa oxBarwna nedanb. [losoxenune nen He cymwiio HuYero xopomero. Kyt
noTepsics, JIOKKU MpencTOUT BCTPETUTHCS JIMIIOM K JIMIYy cO cMepThio, Haiipus ymepna... u B
JOBEPIICHUE BCeX O OH moccopuics ¢ KoposaeBoi CuiibBeH. Ero MpIcu HEBOJIBHO 0OpaTHUITUCH K
Onucce. Camasi crpamrHasi TOTepss B €ro Ku3HW... Her, XBaTUT ceOs KajleTh, XBATUT JICIEATH
4yBCTBO BUHBI. Hajio cobuparbest ¢ cuinaMu U 4To-TO JA€aTh.

Kaxercs, Jluce roBopuiia, urto ero netu yxe B nmytu? 3HauuT, Spro ux Haumwa. Topy Obuio
JIOCTaTOYHO BCIIOMHUTH O JIETSX, UTOOBI HAJeK/J1a CHOBA OXWila B HeM. OH miaraj rno npesiecTHbIM
yinoukam Kumpeca 1 gymain o CbIHE U IOUEPH — POCKOIIIb, KOTOPOI OH HE MO3BOJISI cede ¢ Tex Mmop,
kak Coppeinb nokunyna Ceppue JlecoB ¢ 6eclieHHBIM I'Py30M, KOTOPBII OH JOBEPUII €.



Ero netu yxxe BCTpeTuiu cBoe nsAToe JeTo. Top nomneiTancs NpeacTaBUTh, KAKUMU OHH CTAaJIH.
OH BCIOMHUJI TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI HOBOPOXAeHHOTO ['maeona. HaBepHo, MalbIl y)Xe MOX0Xk Ha HEro
camoro... a Jlaypun — Ha cBoro Mmatb. [IpaBaa, 1eBoYKa POAUIIACH JILICOM, TaK YTO HE MCKIIOYEHO,
YTO OH OIIHUOaeTCs.

XKenmuna, koTopas LuIa HaBCTpeuy, yablOHynach, U Top MOHsI, YTO YyiblOaeTcss cawm,
BCIIOMUHAS 3Ty KPOIIEUHYIO JIBICYIO TOJIOBKY. Ero netu ckopo OynyT 37ech... Ta MbIC/Ib IpUIaia
emy pemumoctu. Hano kak MoxkHO ckopee oTbickaTh Kityra u Bo3Bpamiarbest B Tamuinnop. Ckopee
Bcero, Coppenb ¢ nerbMu BepHeTcst umeHHO B Cepaue JlecoB — Oonee Oe3omacHOro mecra He
Haitu. byne T HenagHa, CHIIbBEH, BMECTE CO CBOMMH COKOJIBHUYUMH. byab Thl HenaneH, JIokmuH
['unbur, co cBoeit ropaocTrio. Heyxenu 6e3 Bac TpyIHOCTEH B )KU3HU Majio?

Top 3aMep Kak BKONAHHBINA: OH MOHSJ, YTO HOI'M CaMU MPUBEIM €My Ha TJIaBHYIO IUIOIIA/b
Kunpeca. Tam Obulo OueHb JIOAHO W HIYMHO, HO TOp BHIEN TOJBKO OTKPBITHIM amdurearp,
KOTOPBIM BO3BBILIAJICA B €€ IriIyouHe. ToMmy, 4TO rpOMO3AUIIOCH MTOCEPEUHE apeHbl, TPYAHO OBLIO
HaWTH MOAXOJsIIee Ha3BaHUe. TyCKIIBbIA JTyd MPEA3MMHETO COJIHIIA, TPOPBABIIKNCH CKBO3h O0JIaKa,
KOCHYJICSI 3710BEILIET0 JIe3BUsl, U OHO CBEpKHYJO. JleBa noamurHyna Topy.

— 3npaBcTByH, [eBa, — mpoGopmoTan Top. UyBCcTBO, KOTOPOE HAMOIHUIIO €TO TIPH BUIE ATOTO
U3YMUTEIBHOTO COOPYKEHHUSI, OOJIbIIIE BCETO HAIOMUHAIO 0JaroroBeMHbIN TPETET.

[TogHsABIIMCH IO KPAaCHBOW PE3HOM JECTHULE, TOp OIMYCTHIICS HA CKAMEWKY — U JIECTHULIBI, U
CKaMelKHU ObUIM BbICEUEHBl U3 KaMHS — W cTal HaOmoJaTh 3a NpUroTtoBieHUsMH. Kakoi-To
YeJlOBEK OTJaBal MpuKa3bl Jo0poMy necsaTky napyrux. Ckopee Bcero, ToT cambiii Jlopke,
IIpEelaHHBIM ciyra KopoJieBbl. TOp O4MCTUII pa3yM OT BCEBO3MOXHBIX MBICJIEH, MPEJCTaBUII, UTO
IIYM TFOPOJACKOW TOJMBI CTUX IJEe-TO BAAIU. Tenepb OH CIbIIIAN TOJIbKO T€X, KTO CTOSUI PAJOM C
JleBoii.

— ... BCEro JuIlb MajJb4uK, — coKpyuancs Jlopke, oOpamasch K KakoMy-TO BOMHY. — JleBa
XKaxseT kpoBu. Eciu 4yTo, KpOBb MalbUMILIKKU OYy/€T y Hee Ha ry0ax... WiM y MeHs Ha coBecTu. He
XOTEN0Ch Obl.

— Tax pemmia koposeBa, — 0TO3BAICS TOT.

— BoT1-BOT, mHaYe 51 OBl ATOTO B KU3HH HE Cleai, — mpoBopyai JIOpk, BroHss B Kopiryc JleBs
ITOCJIEAHUM IEPEBSAHHBIN IITHIPb.

— Tol 3akoHYMI?

— K YeTBepTOMy KOJIOKOJIy 3aKOHYY.

— OOBuHMTENS U BUHOBHOrO npuBenyt nocie llectoro. Ee BenuuecTBo mpulyner mocie
Cenpmoro.

— 3nato, 3Har0. Kak-HHMKak, s BCEM JITHM BTOPOH AECITOK JIET 3aHUMAIOCh, OOJiBaH. A ¢
BocbMbiM ynapom JleBa koro-HuOyap moienyer. Mnu He mouenyer. Buauinb, s eme 4To-TO
MIOMHIO.

— Jla 6yner teGe. He Bemiail Hoc u aenail, uto mosnoxeHo. A MHe mopa Bo jBopeu. Kcraruy,
€CJIM TOSIBUTCSI Uy»KE3€MeI] — BBICOKHUII, TEMHOBOJIOCHIM, 0 uMeHu TopkuH ['mHT — He Ooustail ¢
HuM. [Iprka3 KOpoJIeBBl.

3nauuT, CUIIbBEH pellniia MPUHITh MEpPbl IPEI0CTOPOKHOCTU. TpyaHo ee BUHUTH. OH caM
BUHOBAT: Heuero ObUIO XBacTaTbCsi CBOMM JapoM... Top ciemun 3a  IOCIEIHUMH
MPUTOTOBJIEHUSIMHU, U B F'OJIOBE Y HErO0 CHOBA 3By4asn cjaoBa Mepkyna. XpaHu CBOU Jap B TailHe,
HUKOMY HE€ IOKa3blBail, Ha 4TO Tbl CHOCOO€H... EMy OblIO Bcero msTHaALATh, KOTA CTapuK
BIIEpBbIE CKa3zall eMy 00 3ToMm, Top rpyctHo ynbiOHyncs. He mpouuio u JqHS, Kak OH mpeHeoper
npenynpexaenueM. Crousio noOparbest 10 XaTTeHa. W OH pasBepHyics. CHauana oTaenan
rpyOusiHa, KOTOPbIM IpucTaBajd K JEBYLIKe, MOTOM Opocuics Ha BeIpyuKy Kiyry — oH He Mor
MPOUTH MUMO HECHYACTHOTO, PUOUTOTO 32 YXO K MO30PHOMY CTOJIOY.

C TakuM ke ycriexoM MepKya MOT HacTaBiIsATh riyxoro. M »u3Hp ero, noxoxe, HU4eMy He
Hayuymia. CTOUII0 KOpoJjieBe YIBIOHYThCS €EMY ITOHEKHEE — M BOT OH YK€ BbUIAMBIBAETCS IIEpE]] HEll,
TOYHO >KOHIJIEP B JIEPEBEHCKOM OayaraHe.

Top noxauan rosoBoil. OH camM AUBUIICS CBOEH OECIIEUHOCTH.

Tem BpemeneMm am¢ureaTp 3anonHsuics. Jloau cTekaluch croja ¢ ropoJCKOW IUIOIIAIU, U



Ka3aJIOCh, UTO KAXKIbI MUT HA €r0 CKaMEWKax MOSBIISIETCS COTHSI HOBBIX 3pUTENEH.

Buumanue Topa npuBiieKk MajleHbKUI YE€JIOBEYEK, KOTOPBIM ycTpomics Henoganeky. [loiimas
B3IJIS]] FOHOLIH, KapJIUK yAbIOHYJICS, M €r0 MOPIIMHUCTOE JIUUYMKO CIOBHO 03apHJI JIy4 COJIHIIA.

Y IMBUTENHHO, KaK YJIBIOKa MEHSET YeJI0OBEKa.

— Bam nmoBoamiock BHAETH YTO-TO TOJ00HOE? — CIIPOCHIT KapIIHK.

— Kazup? Koneuno, — Top kuBHyI. — A BOT JleBy s BUKY BIEpBBbIE.

— A-a... — npotsHyn kapiuk. Kaxercs, oH dero-to He gorosapuBai. — CKOpo 37ech He
ocTtaHercsi cBOOOAHBIX MecT. KumpeaHiiaMm HewacTo cilydaeTcsl YBUJIEThb, Kak JleBa LielyeT CBOIO
KEPTBY.

— Sltak u nousu, — orBetus1 Top. — Bel 1aBHO 371€ech xuBeTe?

— Her. Moi#i Hapox oOuTaeT O4YeHb NajJeKO OTCIOJa, MU MaJ0 KTO B CBOMX CTPAHCTBHSX
no0upaeTcs 10 37CIIHIX MECT.

— WM kax Ha3pIBaeTCS Ball HAPOA?

[Ipexxne ueM KapiauK ycrea OTBETUTbh, KTO-TO Moxjonan Topa mo miedy. 3a pa3sroBOpoM OH
HE 3aMEeTWJI, KaK Ha coceqHeM psaay nosisuwics SHyc KBHCT, a ¢ HUM — HECKOJIBKO MAaTPOCOB U3 €ro
KOMaHabl. TOp CHOBa IMOBEPHYJCA K CBOEMY YIHMBUTEIBHOMY COCELy, HO KApJIUK YyXKe Iepecern
noaaneiie. Top moxkan ruiedamu. EMy m B camMom jene ObUIO ajlb, YTO Pa3roBOp HE YAAJIOCH
NPOJOJDKUTE. B OTBET YeNOBEUEK TOXKE MEPENECpPHY CBOMMHU KpPOLICYHBIMU IUJICYUKAMU U
Jy4e3apHO YIBIOHYJICS, TPUHUMAS U3BUHCHHSL.

— U uro teneps? — cnpocust Kucrt, HannomuHas Topy 0 CBOEM CyIIIECTBOBaHUM.

— bynewm xnate. Kak To1pK0 mpeIcTaBUTCS CIIydaid, sl 4TO-HUOYIb ClIenaro.

— U 4ro TbI cenaemns?

— BMmematoce, — u Top nykaBo ynbIOHYyIICS.

Komokon ynapun B mectoii pas, ¥ Ha apeHy aMmduTeaTpa ¢ TpOXOTOM Bhexasia moBo3ka. Ha
Her cunen JIOKKM; MabuMK CTapalics Jep)kKaTh ceOs B pyKax, HO IJla3a y HETO ObUIM KakK MOJHas
ayHa. Y Hero 3a crnuHOM sexan Xopud. [IoBo3ka ocranoBuiach, JIOKKM CHpPBITHYJ, U BO3yX
3apoKal  OT TPECKYy4MX aIuloJUCMEHTOB. Bectb 00 OTBaXHOM  Majb4yuKke OBICTPO
pacmpocTpaHwiack 1o ropoay. BouwHbl moMorim Xd3puay HOAHATBCS U COMTH C TIOBO3KH.
Pa30boitHuK enBa nepikaics Ha HOTaX W HE MOT Jaxe BBIIPAMUTHCA. [loXoke, OH TOJIKOM HeE
MOHUMAJ, YTO MPOUCXOAUT. TOp BCIOMHMII €r0 MOECIUHOK ¢ AJOHTO. YIMBUTEIBLHO, KaK X3pUIy
XBATaET CUJIBI CTOSITh U XOJIUTb.

['mamaraii 3aunTan xanoly u permeHue xKoposjeBbl. Cama mpasutenbHuna Kumnpeca emie He
MosIBIIIaCh. UTOOBI 3aMOTHUTE BPEMS, OH MOBEJA, KaK CIyIrsIoch, 4To JlokimmH ['miOuT okazancs
3/1eCh B TOT JIeHb, U 4TO Takoe nouenyii CepedpsiHoit JleBbl — paccka3, OT KOTOPOTO KPOBb CThIJIa B
KUJax.

Top 3amernit, yTo X3pu €ABa HE JIMIIWICS 4yBCTB. UTo ke 10 JIOKKH, TO MaJIbUHMILIKA JaXKe
HE MTOMOPIIUIICS.

KBucT cunen kak Ha UroJIKax.

— OH He oJKeH noruOHyTh, Top, — BIIepBBIE € TEX MOpP, KaK OHU MO3HAKOMUJINCH, pa300MHUK
Ha3BaJj €ro Mo NMEHHU.

— OH He oTuOHeT.

CuoBa nporyzaen kosiokon. Ceapmoit yaap. Bocemb Kpenmkux HOCHIIBIIMKOB TOJHSIIUCH Ha
0CcoOyI0 IJIOMIAJIKy, Ha WX IUIeYaX TMOKaduBajcs cBepkaronuid mamankuH. KoponeBy CuibBeH
COTNIPOBOXIAJI OTPSIA CTPAXHHKOB, caMa OHA CKpBhIBajdach OT IMOCTOPOHHHUX TJia3 3a TYCTBIMH
BYyaJIsIMU — BC€ Kak Bcerga. ['opoxkaHe TpOMKO IMPUBETCTBOBAIN CBOIO MPABUTEIBHUILY, W MPOIILIO
HEMaJIO BPEMEHH, TIPEK/IC YEM IIIYM CTHUX.

JlanpHeliee ObUIO JMILB JaHblO OObIvyato. ['namiatail pa3BepHys e€lle OJUH NEpraMeHT,
3a4nTal TO, YTO Tam ObuIo HamucaHo... M Jloxmmua 'mnbuta moBenu Ha BcTpeuy ¢ CepeOpsiHon
JleBoii.

Top man lleram Bomto. IlormomieHHBIN ATUM CHSHUEM, OH HE 3aMETHJ, KaK HadaJIbHHUK
KOPOJICBCKOW CTpa)KH BBINIEN BIEpeN M 4YTO-TO mpousHec. [lo amdurearpy mpobexan poroT



oxuBiieHus. [Iporcxonnno 4To-To HEOOBIUHOE.

He moxet Ob1Th. Koponea npumtoano npukasana Topkuny 'naty u3 TaminHopa nmogodTH K
ec JIOKe.

Mur crycTsi OH yBHJIEN CTPAXKHUKOB, MIEPEOIEThIX TOpOkKaHAMHU. XUTPO, HUYETO HE CKaXKelllb.
Hano Obu10 Jsiyunie ciaenuTh 3a TEM, YTO IMPOUCXOTUT BOKPYr... OIMH M3 BOMHOB BEXIIUBO
noBTopuI Topy MpHUKa3 NpaBUTEIbHULIBIL.

WuTepecHo, uto 3anymaina CUIbBEH. . .

— MHe Bce paBHO, rae ObiTh, — menHyn Top Anycy KBucry, uyBCTBysl, YTO Ha HUX CMOTPHUT
Bech aMpureatp. — UyBcTBytromuii — Bezie UyBcTByIOLIUH.

OH BBIIPAMWICA ¥ Hadall MpoOUpaThCsl MEXAY PSAaMHU, CIEAys 32 CBOUMH MPOBOKATHIMH.
[TanaHKUH KOPOJIEBBI MO-TIPEXKHEMY ObLI OKpYKEH cTpaxkeil. Ho BOT kuBasi CTeHa pacCcTyNHIIach:
eMy OBLJIO M03BOJIEHO IPUOIU3UTHCS K KOPOJIEBE.

Ckopee Obl Bce 3T0 3aKOHUMJIOCH. .. Criactu JIOKKH, a TOTOM OTIpaBisiThes Ha noucku Kiyra.

— Bamre BenmnuecTso. ..

Top noxnonumics. B 3Tux cinoBax He ObLI0O HUYETO, KPOME TOYTEHHUSL.

KoponeBa orBeruna THX0, K TOMY K€ €€ ToJIOC OblI MPUIIYIIEH ByaisMmH. JIUIb ocTphlii
ciryx no3sosui Topy pa3oOparb, YTO OHA TOBOPHT.

— IIponinast HOYb IpHBENa MEHSI B BOCTOPT ...

Top ynbiOnyncs. IlpaBna, OoH Tak M HE NOJHSJI TOJIOBBI, U HUKTO HE BHUJAET €ro YJIBIOKH.
3HauuUT, OHA IPOCTO MPHUIyMajia IOBOJ CHOBA YBUAETHCA.

— Mens Toxe, — cKa3ai OH.

— BoT nouemy MHe OyJeT HEJIErKo 3TO JIeNaTh.

[Ipexne uwem Top ycmen 4YTO-TO MHOHATH, €My 3aJOMUIM PykH. Kakwe-Tro pemMHU Tyro
oOxBaTwiin emy royiopy. IIoBuHysICh €1]Ba 0CO3HAaHHOMY IpHKa3y, L[BeTa spko BCHBIXHYIH, CIIOBHO
IIBITAsICh BHIPBATHCSI HAPYXKY ...

N Huyero He mpou301uIo.

Top Obln1 motpsicen. OH 3amep, NPUCIYHIMBAsACh K 3BYKaMm TIo0J0ca, KOTOPBIA JTOHOCHIICS
CIIOBHO u3naneka. Kaxercs, KT0-To OOBACHSAI TOpo)aHam, 4To Ipousouuio, Ho Top He Mor
pazo0pats HU ciioBa. OH CHOBA MOMBITANICA 0cBOOOIUTH L[BeTa. CHOBa Ge3ycreniHo.

Brnepsrie B sxu3nu TopkuH ['MHT HE cMOT TBOpUTH BomeOCTBO. L[BeTa kumenu B HeM, OH UX
yyBcTBOBaJ. Cuil OBLIO B M30BITKE, HO OH HE MO IMH BOCIIOJIb30BaThHCA.

On 006epHyIICS, OJTHAKO CTPAKHUKU 3aCTaBUIIM €r0 BCTATh HA KOJICHHU.

— MHe o4eHb )aib, Top, — KOPOTKO IPOU3HECIIA KOPOJIEBA.

Tewm Bpemenem Jlokku Toxe cBsizanu. [leBa npunsiia Jloknuna ['unOuta B cBou 0OBATHS.

— Jle3Bue mpoitaeT depes JecsaTh Bpat, — 00bsBui Jlopke. — Bo3MoxkHO, OHU 3a7epKaT ero.
Opnako JleBa mouaauia ye 4eTBEpbIX U KaKIET MOJapUTh CBOM mouenyil. Tel rotos, Jloknun
'un6ur?

Jloxku oTBeuan 0e3 konedbanuit. Yro 3a Maabuuk!

— 5 roTOB, MOYTEHHBIH! — TpoMKO mpousHec OH.— Ecau aeBymika pemmia KOro-To
MOILIEJIOBATh, IYCTh LIETyeT!

Ero cmenocTs BbI3Baia HOBYIO OypIO0 BOCTOPKEHHBIX BOILIEH.

Top 6b11 B yxace. I1aTh j1eT Ha3a ] HEUYTO MOX0XKee MPOUCXOAUIIO HA IIaBHOM Iuioaau Tana:
HEBUHOBHOI'O MPUBS3AIN K KpecTy U 3abunu kamHsMu. llpaBna, Toraa rtosma pelgana. A 31ech
LapwI Mpa3aHUK.

OH cHOBa momnbITaICsS BEICBOOOAUTH [[BeTa — u cHOBa MOHsI, 4TO 3TO Oecmone3no. Crpaxa
oTTalWiIa ero oT najgaHkuHa CHIbBEH, M OH Jjake HE MOT 00paTtuThes K Hell. Jlopke B mocneanuii
pa3 ocMmarpuBaj CBOIO IMOJIOTNIEUHYIO... W, HABEPHO, MOJMWICA BceM Ooram, 4roObl OHa He
BIIIOOMJIaCh B OTBAXXHOTO MaJIbUUIIKY, KOTOPOTrO Aepkaia B 00baAThsIX. Top Hamen Snyca Ksucra.
Jluno xanuTaHa MCKa3WJIOCh, CIOBHO Oo0Jib Tep3aia ero Teno, a He aymy. [loxoxe, oH yxe
MMOXOPOHMWII JIOKKH.

Top cocpemoToumiics W MBICIEHHO OULIyHal CBOIO KOXKaHYH «KOpoHy». Her, cnuiikom
no3aHo. [To3aH0 3a7aBaTh BONPOCHI, HET BPEMEHU K AATh OTBETA.



Kenmuuel 3akpuyanu: JIopke MogHSI TSKETOE JIE3BUE HA CaMbIil BBEPX, @ TIOTOM OTITYCTHIL.

KnuHok kocHyscs mepBbIX BpaT. 3aMKU PaCKPbUIMCH U IPOIYCTHIIN €rO.

JeBa xaxnana KpoBH. JIOkku KoHel.

Jle3Bue nBuranock Bce ObicTpee. [IsaTeie Bpata... [llectrie. .. OTKpBUIHCE.

N tyr Top omyrmin 31o. Kazaioch, €ro OoMbUIO BOJHOW, U HAa MHUI OH OTHAJICS 3TOMY
onaxxenctBy. Cuna, TBopsas BomeOCTBO... OH OMISACNCSA: HUKTO HUYETO HEe 3aMeTHl. ToT, KTo
3TO cnenall, ObLI CHWIIEH U HCKyceH. HeBuaumas BojHa KOCHYJach JIe3BHUS, €ABa OHO JOCTHUIJIO
JEBSATBIX BpaT, CEpEeOPUCTHIM MeTalll 3aMep M 3a/po’Kajl, CIOBHO OXBau€HHBIM cTpaxom. Tosbpko
certyac Top yBuzen, 4ro JIOKKH TOXkeE KOJIOTUT JPOKb.

Ha mur crano ouens Tuxo. A notom amdurearp oriacuian Kpuku pajgoctu. Kurenn Kunpeca
noaOpachIBaIM LUISAIbI, MOJHUMAIM JIeTeH, CIOBHO Ipejajaras Ux HebecaM, >KEHILHHBI YTHpaIH
clie3bl U 1esoBalKcCh. JleBa nomnaansia Majab4ymKa.

Bonme6cTBo mo-npexuHeMy okyThiBasio Topa. DT0 ObLIO BOCXUTUTEIBHO, HO... OH MOT JIUIIb
omymars ero cuiy. I'nmasa 3actwiano tymanom. Bcee, yero xoremocs Topy, — 3T0 TOTAHYTBCS 10
TOTO, KTO 9TO CAeJaj, U mobJaroapuTh ero oT Becen nymu. JleBa He coOupanachk nomaauTth JIOKKH.
Ho kto-T0 BMemasics, coTBopuit 4yfo... kTo? Top cropan oT 1r000mbITCTBA.

On nocmotpen Ha KBucra. MaTpocsl 0OHMMaJIM CBOEro KamuTaHa, XJIOMAIH €ro Mo CIHUHE.
Topy mokasanoch, 4YTO C €ro IJied ynaa TSKKUH rpy3, KOTOPbIH OH HEC BCE 3TO YTpPO, HE CMes
OMyCTUTh Ha 3emito. o ero mekam KaTWINCH Cle3bl, OH CMESUICA... U MCKaJ IJIa3aMH Kapjuka, C
KOTOPBIM pazroBapuBal nepes TeM, kak nossuics SInyc Ksucr.

Wx B3rmsasl BeTpeTwinch. Kapiink KOCHYJICS JaloHBIO Ji0a, IPyId M HU3KO HOKJIOHHWIICA
Topy. Tak BoT k1O TBOpHA BoJe6cTBO! [Ipekae, yem roHOIIa ONIPABUIICS OT U3YMJICHHS, KapJIMK
noAHsu1 pyku. OH Jieprkajl naiblibl paCTONBIPEHHBIMU, HO OJIUH MOJOTHYJI, CJIOBHO XOTEJ CIPSATATh.
Top cmoTpen Ha Hero, HUYEro He MOHUMAs... W BAPYr ero oceHuso. Ilepen Hum Obu1 Purruc,
TOpHBIN KapiuK, JleBaTeii u3 [lanaguHos.

W Top nan Bomto cnezaM. OH IUTakall OT CYaCThsl — HO HE MOTOMY, 4TO JIOKKM ObLI criaceH.
[Tananuuel Bo3poxaanuck. OTBa)KHbIE 3aIIMTHUKU COOMPAIMCh BOKPYT HET0, TOTOBSCH K Oyaylei
outrBe. Kak oH Mor 3a0biTh 00 uMCTHMHHOM 1enu cBoei xu3Hu! Botr emy mpumep: Ilamagunsi,
KOTOpbIE HUKOT1a 00 3TOM He 3a0bIBaiu. VX y)xe BoceMb, U KaXKIblii U3 BOCBMEPBIX MPOSBUI CeOsI
BecbMma goctoriHo. Her tonbko JIxyHo. M Her Temesmyca ¢ cepauem JibBa, KOTOPBIM IOKa €Ie
JEPAKUTCS, TIO3BOJISISL UM JKUTh B OE301IACHOCTH.

HuxTo He oOpamanm BHMMaHMs Ha IUIAYYIIETO MYXYHHY B CTPAaHHOW KOXAHOW KOpPOHE C
KaMHSIMH — HUKTO, KpoMe KOopoJieBbl CHIIbBEH, KOTOpas yTupaja cie3bl Mo/ 3auuToi Byanei. OHa
cOOCTBEHHBIMH pyKaMH JIMIIKJIA 3TOTO YeJIOBEKa CUJI... M HE MOIJIa CMOTPETh Ha 3T0 0e3 cie3. Bot
YK€ JIBajlaTh JIeT, KaKk OHa HE IpHUKacajach K 3TOM KO>KaHOH KOpOHE — ¢ TeX Mop, Kak 0adymika
nepenana ee cBoel BHyuke-mpuHiecce. Torna CuibBeH ObUIO TPYJHO HOHSTH Ha3HAYEHUE STOTO
cTpaHHoro npeamera. M nmump Buepa HOubto, Koraa TopkuH ['MHT mokaszan cBOM Jap, KOrjaa s3bIK
Ha MTHOBEHHE OTKA3aJICs €l TOBUHOBATHCS, OHA BCE BCIIOMHMWIA. BCOMHMIIA O CTPaHHOW KOXKaHOU
JIEHTe C 3aBs3KaMHM Ha 3aTbUIKE, BCIOMHMJIA IpepocTepexeHus 6alOymku. Top orkaszancs
BBIIIOJIHUTH €€ MPUKa3, U Y KOPOJIEBBI HE OCTAI0Ch BHIOODA.

Jlo cux mop oHa Aymalia: He POJWJICS ellle MYXYHHa, KOTOPbI 3aCTaBUT IJIaKaTh KOPOJIEBY
CunbBeH. Ho TopkuH I'MHT M3MeHMI TO, UTO Ka3aJloCh € HEM3MEHHbIM. UTOObI OTBIIEYBCS, OHA
YCTpEeMIJIa CBOM B3IJIsA HA HOBOTO Jto0oBHUKA CepelOpsinoit [leBbl.

Jlokku, martasice, y:xe npoOupasics CKBO3b TOJIY: OH yxke 3aMmeTui KBucra u Obul cyacTiIuB.
Xopuay moBe3nio MeHbie. JleBa Bce-Taku coOupanachk OTBeAAaTh KpoBH. JIe3BHE yIaao CIUIIKOM
OBICTPO: T€, KOMY HE XBaTajo QyXy CMOTPETh Ha MOJO0OHbBIE BEIIH, Aa’KE HE YCIIEIU OTBEPHYTHCS.
OHO OecnpenaTCTBEHHO MPOIJIO BCE JECITh BpaT, U XdpuUJ JUIIb KOPOTKO B3BU3rHYJI. JleBa
omapuna ero Ilomenyem Cmeptu. Kpuk obGopBascs. Pacceuennoe momosiam Teno paboToprosia
MIOBUCJIO Ha PEMHSIX, U TEMHO-KpacHasi Macca BHYTPEHHOCTEH BbIBAIMIIUCH Ha MECOK.

JleBa yrosmnia CBOM royo.
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3aknro4yeHue nepeMmupus

Topy ObLTIO MHIIOCTHBO 103BOJIEHO NoBHUAThCs ¢ SIHycom Ksucrom u Jlokku. Henagonro —
TOJIBKO JUISl TOTO, YTOOBI IPOCTUTHCSI.

Kanuran «BopoHa» 0OHSI €ro U NpucTaJIbHO MOCMOTPEI €MY B Ijla3a CBOUM €IMHCTBEHHBIM
ria3oM. bonee kpacHopeunBoe BbIpaxeHHe 01aro1apHOCTU TPYAHO ObUIO IPUIYMATh.

— CyactinuBoro myTH, — ckazai Top.

— Ilockopee Bo3Bpamaiics B Kapanyn, — orBetun Jlokku. OH Bce ele HE MOT OTOMTH OT
MEPEKUTOTO.

Ksucr xuBHyn. OH Tak ¥ HE MPOU3HEC HA OJHOTO CJIOBA, TOJIBKO Mompoimaics ¢ Topom Tak,
Kak 310 npuHATO B TauinHOpe — cTpaHe, K 3aKOHAM KOTOPON OH HE CIIMIIKOM YacTO IPOSBIISI
yBa)KCHHE.

[Tocne 3Toro crpakHukH noTtamuian Topa K MOBO3Ke, I'/ie Jiexall X3pHua — BEpHee, TO, YTO OT
Hero ocranochk. ['opokaHe OBICTpPO NOKUHYIM am@uTearp, KOpojeBa BEpHYJIach BO JABOpELl.
[ToBO3Ka HETOPOTUIMBO pa3BopavyrBaiach, U Top ycmen moa0oBaThCs TeM, Kak JIopke co cBoumu
mopy4HbIMH pazoupatot [eBy. Jle3Bue, oTUHIIIEHHOE OT KPOBH, MOJIOKUIN B OTACTBHBIN SIIIHK.

Oty Houb Topy mpuuLIoch mpoBecTH B TeMmHULle. OH HE MOT MOXKaJIOBaThCS HAa JTypPHOE
oOpailleHre, pa3Be 4To B KaMepe ObLIO XOJIOAHO U chlpo. OfHaKo yxXUH ero yauBui. He coumkom
OOWJIbHBIA M TIOJAaHHBIH B MPOCTOM TIIMHSAHOM mocyne... HO B TaulMHOpe IJIEHHUKOB TaK HE
kopmuid. Ena 6bl1a mpocTo BOCXUTHUTENbHA. MajieHbKasi MUJIOCTh KOPOJIEBBI, Mogymain Top.

JloJKHO OBITH, BO CHE OH BOPOYAJICS, IOTOMY YTO HAYyTPO MaTpac ObLJI COUT KOMKOM.

Emy npucaumiica Opnak. Top HaOnaroaan 3a HUM co cTopoHbl. [1neHHbIi 60T, 04eBUIHO, CHUJIEN
Ha MOJY U TOJBbKO 4YTO BeTal. ['ie o Haxomuica? OuepTaHus MPeIMETOB pacIuIbIBAINCh, HO Topy
[IOYEMY-TO MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TO IMeuiepa.

Opnak mnorsHyiacs. OH HanoMHMHAN 4YeJOBEKa, KOTOPhI MHOIO BpEMEHH IIpOBENT B
HEMNO/IBUKHOCTH.

— Bpems npunuio, — npousHec OH.

Top HaBocTpun ymu. OueBuaHO, OOr coOupaics ele YTo-TO CKa3zaTh... HO TyT Top
MIOYYBCTBOBaI 4be-TO mpucyrctBue. JloxHyno xomnonoMm. Kto Obl 3T0 HU ObUI, OH HE OTIMYAJICS
npyxentoouem. Topy Mokas3anock, YTO OH 3aMETWI OarpoBYIO JBIMKY, OT KOTOPOM TSHYJIO CTYXEH.
Heuto moxoxe on nepexwi, koraa Bo3spamaics B Cepaue Jlecos, mokunys Teno Knyra. Jlensnou
TyMaH CJIOBHO IBITAJICS A0 HEro A0TsAHYThcs. Top oTnpsiHyn. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ yrpo3y.

«Top!»

1o Jluce OKIMKHYJA €ro.

«KT0 Mens mpecnenyer?»

«He Gecmniokoiicst. On OosbIe kK TeOe HEe TPUOTUZUTCS.

«OH?»

Jluce B3HOXHYyIA.

«Ero 30Byt Joprpun. On npocto Habmoaatens, Top. He gymait o Hem».

«Moxet ObITh, OH yrpoxaet tebe, JIuce?»

Top ycnbliman ee Tuxuit cmex. Kaxercs, oH elle HUKOT1a He cibliial, 4TooOs! Jluce cmesnace.

«Jloprpun HUKOMY HE MOXET Yrpokatb, Top».

«A Bunen Opnaka. OH ckazal, 94To BpeMs nNpunuio. Yto 31o 3Ha4uT?»

«Teme3nycy MpencTOUT MOCIETHUN O0I».

«ITornmaro... CKOJIBKO y HaC BpEMEHH ?»

«Hemnoro».

Panbie ee yknoHunBocTh Oecuiia Topa, HO Teepb OH C ITHUM CBBIKCSL.

«S nomxken nHaitu Kiyray.

«/a, Tl eMy HyXeH», — 3aragouyHo otBetuina Jluce. Top yxke 3HaI, YTO MOPOCHUTH €€
BBIPA3UTHCS TOUHEE OECCMBICIEHHO.

«A Mou nietu?»

«Uensl 1 HeBpeauMbl. OHU HAPaBIIAIOTCS K TeOe. Thl 10JKEH KaKk MOYXKHO CKOpee BEPHYThCS



B Cepaue Jlecos, Top».

TymanHble 00pa3bl pacTasiy, ucuesia u Jluce.

Top mpocHyscst B caMOM TypHOM HacTpoeHud. YTo roToBHT HOBBIN neHb? Kak Oexarp u3
3aTOYEHMs], KOTJla Ha roJioBe HaJeTo... 3T0? CHpaBUTHCSA C KOKAHON KOPOHOH eMy SIBHO HE IOJ
cuity. Tem He MeHee 0O CaMOro paccBeTa IUICHHUK 3aHMMAJICS TEM, YTO MbITAJICA OT Hee
130aBUTHCA.

Korpa connue 3arnsnyino B kamepy, Top MOHsI, YTO TAMHCTBEHHAs BELIb CIUIIKOM CJIOXHO
ycrpoeHa. MoxkeT ObITb, €My yJacTcsl CIPaBUThCSA C HEW, KaK C apXaJUTOM — IOCJe TOro, KakK ee
cHuMyT? Kaxercs, 10 HEKOTOPbIX €€ CEKPETOB OH YK€ JOKOTAJICS.

B stot mMur nBeps oTkpbuiack. CTpa’KHUKU BOIILIM B KAMEPY U IOMOTJIM €MY BCTaTh.

— CHUMUTE C HETO OKOBBI, HO CBSDKUTE PYKH, — IPOU3HEC OJIMH U3 HUX. — [IpuKa3 KopoJieBsbl.

Ocranbuble kuBHY/IU. CKOpee BCEro, CTapliuii OCTAHETCS B TEMHHIIE, @ €r0 IMOMOIIHUKH. ..
WuTepecHo, KyJa ero oTBEIyT Ha 3TOT pa3?

Top pucknyn 3a1aTh CBOM BOIIPOC.

— B 6aHnro, — 6pocui 0JMH U3 CTPAXKHUKOB.

banst okazanmach odapoBaTeNbHBIM KaMEHHBIM JOMHKOM, PAacCHOJIO)KEHHBIM JIMIIb B Iape
MUHYT XOJbObl OT TEMHHUIBI — TAKUM K€ OYapOBaTeIbHBIM, KaK Xeja, KOTOpas BbIIILJIA BCTPEYaTh
Topa. 3ganue TIOPbMBI MCUE3JIO W3 BUIY: OOMUTATENM ABOpLA SIBHO HE XOTEIU OMpayaTh cede
HaCTPOEHUE BUJIOM 3TOH ITOCTPONKH.

— Pan tebs Buaers. Xena.

— 51 Toxxe pana, nouTeHHbIN [ MHT, — OHA TEIJIO yABIOHYIACh U MOBEPHYJIACh K CTPAKHUKAM: —
Crymnaiite. 5 cnpaBioch cama.

BowuHbl He 3acTaBUIM MPOCUTH ce0s1 ABAXK/Ibl K MOJTYA YIAIUITUCH.

JleByuika mposesia Topa BHYTpb, K HEOOJbIIOMY OacceiiHy, BbIOUTOMY B KamHe. OTKyIa-To
co aHa OacceifHa OUIM CTPYH, 3aCTaBIsisl rOJyOOBaTYIO MOBEPXHOCTh BOJIbI UyTh 3aMETHO OYpIHTD.
B Bo3nyxe BuTanu nerkue apomarsl, U Xeja 3ameTuia, kak y Topa 3arpenerany HO3IpH.

— KpanuBa, msTa, 1aBaHjia U JUMOH. DTO TeOsS OCBEXKUT, — MOSICHUIIA OHA, PACCTETHUBasi €ro
pyoOarky.

Pa3neB cBoero rocrs, eByIlIKa CKMHYJIa COOCTBEHHOE OJIESHUE.

— Ee BenuuecTBO jKenaeT, 4ToObl Thl MCKYIAJCS Iepel TeM, Kak MpeAcTaTh mepea Heil, —
MIPOroBOpuIIa Xena, BXOIs BMECTE C HUM B BOAY.

Crnenyromuii yac OH IpOBEJ, HaclaxAaschb pabOTONW ee yMeJbIX U HEXHBIX PyK. TOJIBKO
KOrJla JeBylIKa MOET TeOs, HayMHaelllb IOHMMAaThb, 4YTO TAaKOE HACTOSIIee HaclaXIeHUe.
OxoHuaTenbHO pazomiieB, Top MO3BOJINI €i1 pacTepeTh ce0s MOJIOTEHIIEM, JIEI Ha HU3KUN CTOJI... U
MO3HAaJ elle yac 0JIaKeHCTBa, [0Ka OHA pa3MMHAaja €ro MBIl U yMallajia KOy 0JIarOBOHHBIMU
MacJaMH.

Hakownen, Top B nmocnenHuit pa3 HeIpHYJ B OacceiiH, YTOObI CMBITh MAcjo, KOTOPOE HE yCIIEI0
BIIUTAThCA. XeJa pacyecaja eMy BOJIOCHI, HO TI03BOJIMIA TOOPUTHCS caMOMYy. 3a BCE 3TO BpeMsi OHa
HE MPOU3HEC/Ia HU CJIOBa, U 3TO TOXKE€ 3ameydarenbHO. ONEBIIMCh U MOMPABUB BOJIOCHI, JIEBYILKA
YIBIOHYJIACh W MPUTJIACHIIA TOCTS CIIEI0OBAThH 3a HEH.

OHu cHOBa LM IO 3ajlaM U Kopujopam. Bueszanno Top nonsui, kyna nonai. Bot nectauna,
KoTopass BeAeT B mokou kopoisieBbl CuibBeH... Ho Tyr Xena pacnaxHyna aBepb HpPHEMHOM,
BITYCTHJIA IOHOIILY U yAaauiIach. Top yxe 3Hail, YTO KOPOJjeBa KIET €ro Ha OaJKoHe.

Tak ono u 6pu10. Korma on mpubnuswics, npaButenbaunia Kunpeca obepuynace. Ee B3rmsia
ObLI 10JIOH coxaneHus. OHa Obula rOTOBA MPUHECTU U3BUHEHHUS.

— Ilo3BoJib MHE CHATH C TE€OS 3TU IYTHI, — OHA MOJOLIA U pa3Bs3aia eMy pyku. — Mory s
HAJESIThCS, YTO Thl HE C/EIACIIb HUYETO HEYMECTHOTO?

— Hanpumep?

— YTO THI HE IPUYUHUIIL MHE OOJIH.

OTH ca0Ba 3aelI1 ero 00JIbHEE, YeM OH OXKHIAIL.

— CuibBeH... Mbl IIPOBEIM BMECTE UyAECHYIO HOYb. Pa3Be s MOry HmpUYMHHUTH 00JIb TakKou
KEHIIUHE?



OH 3aMeTuI1, Kak OHa C)kajla KyJaKy — TaK CUJIbHO, YTO HOI'TH BIMJIUCH B JIaJIOHb.

CunbBeH Obuia Obl pasia OTBEPHYTHCS, YTOOBI CKPBITH CJI€3bl, KOTOPblE HABOPAUYUBAIUCH HA
rina3a. beuta Ob1 )xuBa ee 6alymika, CriibBeH He M30ekasia Obl TIOPKH 3a TaKylo CIa0OCTh TEpen
MyxkunHOM. Pyka Topa He:xxHO 00BMIIa €€ Talluio, U OT TPENeTa TOro MPUKOCHOBEHUS Y HEE CIIAIKO
3aKpYKUJIaCh TOJIOBA.

— IloBepHuch, s pa3BsDKy peMENIKH Ha 3aTbUIKe, — Hpou3Hecna CHIIbBEH, HCIYTraBIIMChH
COOCTBEHHBIX UyBCTB.

Top nomunnmics. OH Bce emie OblI 3071 HA Hee, HO... CHavana emy npucHuiIcs Opiak, OTOM
saBwiiack Jluce, IOTOM BBISICHUIIOCH, YTO €ro Aetu BoT-BOT npudynyt B Cepaue Jlecos... Ilocne
3TOr0 BCE IMpouee KazajJoCh HE CIMIIKOM BaXXHbIM. ENMHCTBEHHOE, YTO ceiluac Mmo-HacToALEMY
BAXXHO — 3TO Kak MOXXHO ckopee Hailtu Kiyra, a CuiabBeH MOXET OKa3aThCsl KIIOUOM K €ro
nouckam. 1 yyBcTBa, KOTOpbIE OHA Y HETO BBI3BIBAET, TOJBKO EMY Ha PYKY.

— Ilono3peBato, Thl HAa MeHs cepAuLbes, Top, — mporoBopusa KOpojieBa, MEAJIEHHO CTSITHBAsI
C €ro roJIOBbI KOXKaHYIO0 KOPOHY.

— Eme kak.

— Ho Tb1 MeHs nporiaens?

— KoneuHno.

— B Takom ciyuae, st mepes To60H B AOATY.

Hespumbie okoBbI ucuesnu, 1 Top moUyBCTBOBAJI, YTO CHOBA CTaJl caMUM co0oi. OH mpu3Bal
[{Bera u omrynai npocTpaHCTBO BOKPYT ceOs. Llenblit 1eHb OH MpoBeN OTpe3aHHBIM OT BCEro MUpa.
W 6ompiie HUKOTIa HE IOIYCTUT, YTOOBI TAKOE MOBTOPHIIOCH.

— MosHO B3MIISIHYTh? — cripocui Top ¥ MpOTSAHYI PYKY.

Bemp, kotopyto CuiibBeH oTJajla eMy, HallOMHMHaIa oOpy4 U3 MSTKOW KOKH, YKpalllE€HHBIH
TYCKJIBIMU YEPHBIMH KaMHSIMHU.

— Yro 310, CHiibBEH?

KoposeBa momonuia k cronuky. Buno, ceip, GpyKTHI U CIaJA0CTH. ..

— [Mocuam co muoM, Top. [loens.

Ceituac Topy ObLIO HY)KHO TOJIBKO OJIHO: Y3HAaTh TO, Pajid Y€ro OH CloJia MPUIIE... HO MoKa
CTOMJIO MPOSIBJIATH TepreHre. OH HaNOJHUII TapesiKy U MO3BOJIUI KOPOJIEBE HAMIOJIHUTH CBOM KyOOK
YyJHBIM XOJIOIHBIM BUHOM.

— VY nHac HOBBIM moBap, — coobmmna CuibBeH. Kaxkercs, 370 ObUIO HE TPOCTO pPaayIIne
rOCTENPUMMHOMN XO34HWKH: OHA UCHBIThIBaJIa UCTUHHOE oOsieryenue. Top ynbIOHYICS.

— Ero 30ByT Paiik?

Kaxercs, Tenepsp sicHO, HoueMy BUepa 3aKJIFOUEHHBIM 0JaBaIM TAKOH POCKOIIHBIN YKHUH!

— Jla! — BockiukHyna CunbBeH. — A Thl OTKY/AA 3Haellb?

— BommeberBo Tyr HU npu ueMm, Bame BennuectBo. He ctout Gecnokouthes. Paiik mibui
BMecTe co MHOHM Ha «Oce». 3a 3T0 BpeMsl Mbl COIM3UINCH, 1 OH MHE OY€Hb MOHpaBUIICA. Manbuuk
U3 CeMbHM 3HAMEHUTHIX WJIJArapTCKuUX IOBAapOB, W sl 3auWKHYJCA 00 3TOM, Korja OecenoBai C
MOYTEeHHBIM JISIpIoM — B TOT JieHb, KOTJla HAaC MPUBE3JIM Ha HEBOJIbHWYMH pblHOK. Kak s mows,
XOpolIeMy oBapy BO JIBOPIIE 00€CIIEYeH caMblil TEILIbIA IPUEM.

— Bce BepHO, — kuBHyna CunbBeH. — Jlyumiero nosapa s He npunoMHio. OHO €ro nevyeHbe
4yero ctout! A Buepa BEYEpOM OH IpPHIIE] KO MHE W CTal IPOCUThb, YTOOBI 5 MO3BOJIMIA E€MY
MPUTOTOBUTH JUIsl TeOs1 yxuH. Kaxercs, Tl ero mpocto oudapoBai, Top. DTO HaBOJAUT MEHS Ha
Hexopouinue MbICIH. MOKeT ObITh, ThI BbI3bIBACIIb TAKHE YYBCTBA Y BCEX 0€3 UCKIIOUEHMS?

— Te1 cyaumb no cede, CunbBer? — Top mpuryous BuHa.

Penko cmyudanock Tak, uToOb1 KOpoJsieBa Kumnpeca He mMoria BeiepKaTh uel-To B3risia. OHa
HUKOI'/Ia HE OTBOJIMIIA TJ1a3 NepBoil — mouTt Hukoraa. Ho ceituac 3to ciyumnock. CIUIIKOM TPYJHO
eil ObUIO MpU3HATh, KAK OHA pajJila CHOBA BHUJIETh 3TOTO YeJloBEKa... U ero ynblOKy. KopoiseBa yxe
MIpe/ICTaBJIslIa, YeM OHU 3aliMYyTCSl HOUbIO, U OJIHO 3TO OBLIO MPEKPaCHO.

Hapesich, 4TO He CIIMIIKOM pacKpacHelIach, OHa CMEHUIIA TEMY.

— S xouy eme pa3 MNONPOCUTH CBOM W3BHHEHMs 3a BuepamiHee. lloseps, Top, MHe
JEMCTBUTEIBHO OYEHb Kajb. [ 1aBHOE, MOKWMH, YTO 5 TOBOPIO 3TO OT YUCTOro cepaua. Ho Hanerocs,



ThI COIJIACUUIBCSI CO MHOM U MPU3HAEIlIb, YTO 5 IPUHsLIIA IPaBHIIbHOE perieHue. JIOKkku oopatuics K
CepebOpsiHoii [leBe, 1 0Ha OTHECIACh K 3TOMY C yBakeHueM. [lomaanina Maipunka 1 OTOMCTHIIA 32
Hero Xopuay, NpUYEeM CAejajla 3TO TaK KECTOKO, KaK TOJbKO BO3MOXKHO... — OHA IMPHUCTAJIBHO
nocmotpena Topy B rnaza. — [lymaro, Bce ClI0KUIOCH Kak HEb3s 0oJiee yaauHo.

He ctout o0wsicHATh €i1, uTo [leBa He cobupanachk yBakuTh JIokku. 31ech OBLIO €TI0 TOJIBKO
B UIpe cilyyas, TJle CTaBKa — JKM3Hb, @ Y JKEPTBbl HET HMKAKUX LIAHCOB IMPOTUB OJIECTSIIErO
CMEPTOHOCHOTO JIE3BUS, €CJIU OHO, Ha €€ Oe/y, peLUT yIacTh.

[Toxany¥, nydiie ycnokouts Ee BenmnuecTso.

— Koneuno, 11 npaBa, CunbpBeH. TeGe Hezauem mpocuTh npoieHus. Tol Jokas3ajla MHE, 4TO
g crnaceHus JIokku MHe ObUIO He3aueM mnpuberaTh K BoJeOcTBy. Haneroch, Thl HUKOMY He
pacckaxellb, 4To s YyBcTByOLIUIA?

CunbBeH U B caMOM JieJie HeMHOro ycrokounach. Kak ei, oka3biBaercs, ObLJIO BaXKHO, YTOOBI
OH MOHsI ee U cornacuics ¢ Hel! [lo cux mop oHa cama 3TOro He moHuMana. MoxeT, y HUX €CTh
Oymymee?

— 51 HUKOT1a MU HUKOMY He cKaxKy 00 3ToM, Top. Mosxenib He OECIIOKOUTBCS: S COXPAHIO TBOIO
TaiHy.

— 3a npyx0y, — Top moansut cBoit Ookain. — M 3a HacTOSAIIYyIO JIFOOOBB.

OHn nymain 06 Dinucce.

Koponesa Kumnpeca MHOTO3HaYUTENBHO YIBIOHYIACH.

— 3a HACTOSIIYIO JTFOOOBB.

— Pacckaku MHe Ipo 3Ty KOKaHyI0 HOBS3KY, — nornpocuit Top.

OTKpOBEHHOCTh 32 OTKPOBEHHOCTbh... CHIbBEH HE yTawja HMuYero. lTop ciyman ee, He
nepeOuBasi.

— A 4TO 3TO 3a YepHbIe KaMHU?

— la. Mos 6abymika Ha3piBaia WX... M-M-M... J[ali TOYHO BCIIOMHHTH... — OHA TOCTydJalia
YX0’KEeHHBIMU NaJIbYUKaMU 10 ctouty. — [lonHouHbIi apxanuT. Jla, TOuHO.

Omna ynbei6aynace. [laMsTh HE U3MEHsIIA €, ¥ 3TO PaIoBaJIo.

Top KMBHYN U IPUHSJICS 32 €1y, HHYeM HE BbljJaBasi CBOUX 4yBCTB. MTak, apxanuT. 3Ha4uT,
oH cripaBuTcs. [IpocTo HyXHO 100O0JIbLIE Y3HATH PO ATY BElIb.

— A Kak noBsi3Ka OKa3aJjlach B Bauleil ceMbe?

— O, Top... s He ciaMIIKOM Bepuja pacckazaM 0aOymiku. OTKpPOBEHHO TOBOps, HUKTO HE
IyMaj, YTO 3TOW BELIbIO0 KOTJa-HUOYIb MPUIETCS BOCHOJIb30BaThCSA. ThI e caM BUIUIIL: JTaXe
ceifuac oHa kak HoBas. Sl mpaBiio ABajauaTh JeT. MHe HU pa3y HE JOBEJIOCh OpaTh €€ B PyKU — U
MO€EH MaTepH TOXKe, HACKOJIBbKO sl 3HaIO.

[Toxoxe, KOpoJieBe 3TOT pa3roBop ObLI COBEpIIEHHO HE HHTepeceH. OJHaKo MOBS3Ka C
apxaJliTOM He Ha LIyTKy paszlepenuna ero moOoneiTctBo. [lonmHouHbll apxanut... Ho moka
cneminuth He ctouT. Y Top mo3Bosmi koposeBe 60ATaThb C HUM O T€X OOBIYHBIX M HHUYETO HE
3HAYaIIMX BEIlax, 0 KOTOPhIX TOBOPAT 3a 3aBTPaKoM BitoOsieHHble. HakoHer, BUHO ObLIO BBIIUTO,
KOpOJieBa MprKa3ajia MPUHECTH €I1e OJIUH KyBIIHH. ..

Top norsanyncs. Ceiliuac eMy NpeACTOUT HECKOJBKO HEMPUATHBIX MHUHYT. Miu, BO BCSIKOM
cllydae, O4EeHb HEIPOCTHIX.

— Bamie BennuecTBo, — MSATKO IPOrOBOPUII OH, — Balle TOCTENPUUMCTBO, PABHO Kak H
BHHMMAaHHE, KOTOPOE Bbl MHE yJIEIHIIN — YeCTh i1l MeHsl. Ho MHe mopa oTnpaBisiThCs B MyTh.

— Tsl yezxkaenin?

Ona co CTYKOM IMocTaBmIa CBOM Ookai Ha crosiemuuily. [ HeB? Het, ckopee HenoyMeHue.

— Jla, Bame BemmuectBo, — Top mpomoipkan, Kak HU B 4eM He ObiBayio. — Sl HE MpPOCTO Tak
nokunyn Kapanys. 1 Bexy moucku, KOTopble MHE MPUILIOCH Ha Bpems mnpepBaTh. Ha To ObLIO
MHOTO TPUYWH, U JaIeKo He 000 Bcex s coxainero. Hampumep, o He3aObIBaeMOWl HOYH,
IIPOBEJIEHHON B 00BATHSX MPEKPACHOM KEHIIIUHBI.

CunbBeH ommycTuia riasa.

—Ho s Bce eme He noOuiicst cBoeil uenu, Bamie BennuecTBo, U si 00jbllie HE MOTY TEPSThH
BpeMs.



— A yto ThI Helib, TopkuH ['MHT?

— IItuny, Bame Bennuectso.

— IITuiy? — koposjeBa COMHEBAJIACh, MPABUJIBHO JIM yCIIbIILIANA.

— Ma, cokousia. Ero ykpainu, HE 3Hasi, YTO OH NPUHAIIEKUT MHE, a MOTOM — HACKOJIBKO MHE
M3BECTHO, — MPUBE3JM CIOAA U Mpojaiu. Beck 3TOT myTh s mpojenan JIMIIb A TOTro, YTOOBI €ro
HAWUTH.

CunbpBeHn nocmoTpena Ha Topa Tak, CJIOBHO OH IOBOPHJI Ha YyXOM s3bike. OcTaBajoch
TOJIBKO OJIHO: BBUIOYKUTH CBOM TJIABHBIN KO3BIPb.

— MoseT OBITh, ThI CMOKEIIIb MHE ITOMOYb, CHJIbBEH.

- A?

— Jla. ['oBopsT, THI AEpKUILIB Y ce0s J0BUMX NTHULl — BepHO? [ITHIIA, KOTOPYIO S UIIly — COKOJI.
Benukosiennpiii  cokosl. MokeT ObITb, TBOM COKOJIbHMYME Kymwin ero? Beap Takoe He
HCKIIFOYEHO, — C pOOKOM HAAEK 101 JO0OaBUII OH.

[TosiBnenue Xenbl ¢ KyBIIMHOM BUHA, TIOX0KE, HAPYIIMIIO 3a1yMUuBOCTh CHIIbBEH, €€ T0JI0C
CHOBA CTaJ MOBEIUTENbHBIM, a B3IJIsI/1 — TBEPABIM.

— Tsl mpocwutiib, YTOOHI 51 HOMOTJIAa TEOE HANTH coKota?

— MMeHHo.

— Jlymato, y MeHsl HOJIy4yuTCs, — OHa IpuHsUia U3 pyk Topa HamojaHeHHbIH Ookain. — Moux
JYYIIUX OTHUI] OTOPABIIAIOT B HUM — TaM, y HO/IHOKHUS TOp, CTOUT MOM 3UMHUHN JBOpeELI.

— Bbl mo3BosiuTe MHE MOCETUTHh 3TOT JBopel, Bame BenumuectBo? i 3TOro J0OCTaTOYHO
IIACbMa, CKPETUICHHOTO Balllel MOJIUCHIO. ..

— O, 1 mpunymana koe-uro nosyyite, Topkun ['unt. Mbl noenem tyna Bmecre. ['opoackoit
JIBOPELl BCE PaBHO HAJIO0 3aKPbITh HA HECKOJIbKO HEJENIb — OOBIYHO MBI JIEJaéM 3TO B CAMOM Hauaje
3uMbl. I MHE XOU€TCSl HEMHOTO MOXHUTh B TOpax. Tak 4To... €CJau TBOM COKOJ TaM, Mbl HAZEM €ro,
U 51 BEpHY ero Teoe.

Ha Takoe Top He mor naxke HajgesTbes. OHaKo BpeMs U B caMoM Jiesie Obu1o Joporo. Moxer
OBITh, HE CTOUT MCKYIIATh CYAp0Y 1 UCKaTh A00Opa oT 106pa, HO...

— Tsl ouens 106pa ko MHe, CunbBeH. Thl IPEeACTaBUTh HE MOXKeEIllb, KakK s Tebe O1aroaapeH.

— 51 3acTaBiio TeOsl OTIIATUTh MHE CIOJIHA, — Mepeduia Kopojesa. B ee razax 3amscanu
3HAKOMBbIE UCKOPKH, a 4epe3 MUT 00a CMESITUCH.

Topy 3TOT cMeXx Aajcsi HeJNerko. JToH JKEHIIMHE HUKOIAA HE MOHATh, YTO 3HAYUT JUIS HETO
Kuyr.

— Ham nHago notoponuthces, Beie BennuectBo. Mbl ¢ KimyroM — Tak 30ByT MOEro cokojia —
TaK JaBHO HE BHUJENUCh... Ecinu oH He B HuMme, MHe mpuaercs OTHpABIATBCA B JIPyrue MeCTa.
MoxeT ObITh, 0OBICKaTh Bech Kumpec, OTpaBUTHCS Ha APYrUe OCTPOBA.

— JlaBail HaJeAThCS, YTO OH U B CaMOM J€JIe TaK XOpOll, Kak Tl ToBOpuIlb, Top. Eciu Tak,
MOM COKOJIbHMYME MUMO TaKOM NTHILBI HE mpoiiayT. 3HauuT, oH B Hume. Ecnu Thl Tak cnemuuis,
YEeIEeM CErOJHs.

Topy Besno. Be3no HeBeposATHO.

— S10yny 6ECKOHEUHO CUACTJIMB, — OTBETHII OH.

naBa 20
FoT cTpOoMUT NnaHbI

BuesannHO nBOpen 3arynaen, Kak IOTPEBOKEHHBIM yied. ['oTy mpumuiocs 3anarh JIMIIb
HECKOJIbKO BOIIPOCOB, 4TOOBI MOHATH, B 4eMm Jeno. KoponeBa ¢ OGonbliell 4acTblO MHPUCTYTH
Mepecesuiuch B 3UMHHUN JBOpeL. DTy HOBOCTh ['OT y3HaJ NOCIEAHMM: MaJleHbKas KOMHAara,
KOTOpPYIO €My OTBEJH, pacrojarajach CIMIIKOM JJaJIeKO OT KOpoJjeBckoil Oamuu. Bo mms vero?
EMy Hamo MOCTOSHHO HAaXOAWTBCSA PAIOM C KOPOJIEBOM — TOJBKO TaK OH CyMEET CHHCKAaTh €€
pacIoJIoKEHUE, BOMTH K HEMl B IOBEpHUE, MOTUUHUTH CBOEH BOJIE.

OH cnaccs numib Onarojapsi CHaCTIMBOM CIy4ailHOCTH: KaKHE-TO KHUIIPEaHLbl YBUAEIU
TOHYILETO YEJIOBEKA M BBITAIWIN €ro. ['0T yXKe ycIen Nonpomarses ¢ JKU3HbI0. B TOT cTpaniHbii



JIeHb MOp€ OyIlIeBaJlo0, CJIOBHO PEIIUJIO BO YTO ObI TO HU CTajO MOIVIOTUTH CBOIO JKEPTBY. TeueHue
BIekJ0 MHKBU3UTOpA; OH yBUJAET Ha Oepery Kakoro-To 4ejoBeKa U MPUHSJICS OTYAasSHHO MaxaTb
eMy, HO ObLIO CIIMIIKOM TeMHO. YenoBeK He pasriisijeln ero, a ['oT Tak u He MOHSJ, KTO 3TO ObLL...
noka He mpuObLI BO ABopel. Oka3bIBaeTcs, HE TOJIbKO €MY YAaJOCh CHACTUCh. YeIoBeK, KOTOPOro
OH INpu3bIBaJ, ObL1 ero 3neimm BparoM. Ero 3Bamu Topkus ['uHT.

To, uro Top Haxoautcst Ha 60pTy «Ockl», ['0T BriepBbIe y3HAT HAaKaHYHE KOPAOICKPYIICHUS —
korga Yepnas Pyka coOupaiicst oTpyOuTh pyKy KopabenbHOMY IOHTe. B TeueHue crieayrommux THeu
WNukBu3utop O€3ycneniHo joMaji ToJIOBY, NBITAsACh MOHSAThb, KAaK YAAJNOCh YIEJIETh YEIOBEKY,
KOTOPOTO Ha IJ1a3ax y Hero u Bcero Taia 3a0mi1 KaMHSIMU TOpOJICKOM manay.

Tskenelil kKaMeHb packoJios Topy 4deper, U3 paHbl XJIBIHYJ ITOTOK KPOBH — 3TO BHJEN HE
Tonpko ['oT. DTO Bumenu coTHu soaer. TopkuH ['mHT ymep Ha Kpecte, W €ro JOOOBHHUIIC
Omuccanape KBUH mpHIIOCh HA 3TO CMOTpPeTh. ['0T BCIOMHUI, Kak €My XOTEJOCh KOCHYThCS
TpyIa ¥ YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, YTO HEHABUCTHBIN JIeKapb MEPTB, U Kak KcaHTHs mojHs1a ero Ha cMmex.
«Kak MoOXeT BBIKUTH YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY PACKPOMJIM TOJIOBY?» — 3JI0paJHO CIpalluBajia OHa.
Koneuno, 310 661510 HeBo3MOkHO. Ho B TO yTpo Ha nanyde «Ocbl» CTOST HE KTO MHOM, Kak TOpKUH
['uHT.

HasepHo, oH mpocTO HE MOXKET yMepeTb, nomyman ['otr. Jig yenoBeka, KOTOPbIA MEPEKUIT
MoOMBaHNE KaMHSIMHU, YIIEJIETh BO BPEMS IITOpMA — Tapa MyCTIKOB... ['0T ycMmexHysncsa. A oH cam?
OH 6b11 peOEHKOM, KOI'/ia IJlaMsi MONBITAJI0Ch JUIIUTD €ro >ku3HU. TiieTHo. Mope He kaieno cui,
9TOOBI T100UTHCS TOTO k€ camoro. 1 uro? On xuB, u koposiea Kunpeca npuHUMaeT ero B CBOeM
nsopue. Iloxoxe, onn ¢ I'mHTOM — nBa camora mapa... WX >Xu3Hb M300MIyeT CTpaHHBIMH
MIOBOPOTAMH, HO OHU BBIKUBAIOT BOIIPEKH BCEMY.

Korma Kcantust Oexana u3 Kapamyna, ['or Obin omypmanen crpakkoi. C mpucyimien e
MIPEyCMOTPUTENIBHOCTBIO €T0 CIyTHULIA HaHMMaJla COIJISIaTaeB Mo BceMy TalsIMHOpY, M OJMH U3
HUX omosecTun ee, uro «llluT» HamepeH B camoe Onumxkaillliee BpeMsi OTIPAaBUTHCS Ha CEBEp,
IIPUYEM YyTh Jlajbllie 00bIYHOT0. MOXKeT ObITh, OHU Y3HAIH, 1€ npsuyTcs ['oT u ero cooduHuna?
OTO Tak U OCTAJIOCh HEU3BECTHBIM, HO KcaHTus pemmia He pUCKOBaTh. Y IUBUTEIBHO, KaK MOKHO
ObUIO MpoBecTH cToJbKO JieT B KapagyHe u ocraBaThbcs He3aMeUeHHbIMH, roBopmiia oHa. Eme
HEMHOTO — U Ha4yHYTCsl OUCKH MO BceMy KoposieBcTBY, BIUIOTH JI0 TE€X JaJEKUX MPEAEIoB, Kyna
pEAKo cTymnajna Hora 4esoBeKa.

I'ot mpucTpacTuiics K cTpakke, ociald U oTyassHHO Hyxjaajics B 3amute. OH ymoust Keantuo
OCTaTbCid C HUM, HO OHA JIMIIb MPE3PUTENbHO ycMexHyjach. CTaHOBUIIOCH SICHO, YTO OBIBIIMIMA
Wuksuzurtop ['oT et Oonblie eif He HykeH. Tora 3a4eM oHa JiepKajach 3a HErO BCE 3TU IOJbl — 32
YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPbIH JIMIIEH BJIACTH U NMPUTrOBOpeH K cMepTu? Kcantus — ymHas sxenuuHa. Ha dro
OHA pacCYMTHIBAJIA, KOT/Ia TIOMOIJIa eMy OexaTh U3 TeMHuIlbl? HecoMHEeHHO, y Hee ObLIN KaKhe-TO
Jajieko WAYIIHME IUIaHbI, OHAa KAaKUM-TO 00pa3oM coOupanach €ro ucnoJib3oBaTh. Ho ceifuac,
MIOX0Ke, ee IUIaHbl u3MeHwInch. Kecantus pacckasana ['oTy o cTpaxHuKax, cooOmuia, 4To CHsia
JUI Hero KaroTy Ha «Ocey, MIBbIpHY/Ia HAOUTBIN KOLIEJIEK U IPOCTO UcYe3Ja.

Hakanyne otmbitus u3 Kapagyna I'ot noOpasicst no naBku jiekaps. 9to Obuio Henerko. Ho
€ClIi HE OYHCTUTh CBOE€ TEJIO OT CTpPaKku, OoJiblle AHS eMy He npoTsHyTh. KynuB Hemanoe
KOJIMYECTBO HACTOMKH appaka, ['oT mojHsics Ha 60pT Kopabiis U MpuKasajl, YToObl €ro OCTaBWIIN B
onunHoudecTBe. OH 3HAN: €My IPEICTOUT HECKOJIBKO JTHEH KOIIMApHBIX MYK, [IOKa OTPaBa HE BBIMAET
MOJIHOCTHI0. IHKBU3UTOP cKa3ajicsl OOJbHBIM, U MY, IOXO0KE, MOBEPMIIN. JlypaduoK-IOHra Tak U He
MOHSUL, B YEM JIEJI0, a KallMTaH He YKaXAaJl AeTUTh Tpane3y ¢ MpaBeAHbIM OTLIEIbHUKOM.

Y noiHOXbsI IBOPLIOBOM OalIHU CyeTHJIUCh JroAu. BHe3anHo nx 0ecrnokoilcTBO MOKa3aaoch
oty o4yeHb 3a0aBHBIM, M1 OH PacCMeEsJICS. YCIBIIIAB ATOT BU3TIUBBIN CMEX, CIy4alHBIN YEIOBEK
MOT OBl TOJIyMaTh, YTO CMEETCS JKEHIIIMHA.

Ecnu 6b1 3HaTh, yTOo TOp TOXE OKazancs Ha 60pTy «Ocb»! Manpuuiiky MOKHO ObLIO OBl
MIPOCTO OTPABHUTH, a TEJIIO COPOCUTH 3a OOPT — Ciydaid He 3acTaBmi Obl ceOs xaaTh. TopkuH ['UHT
ncue3 Obl OecciIenHo. .. ¥ HaBceraa.

Buepa, B amdurearpe, ['or pagoctHo Habm0aN, Kak CTPAKHUKH KOPOJIEBBI OKPYXKAIOT
HEHABUCTHOTO JIEKapsi U BEIYyT B JIOXKY KOpojeBbl. MoxkeT ObITh, €ro Bpara Bce-Taku ka3zHar? Ho



WNukusutop ommubanca. [loxoxe, CuiibBeH xoTeda MNPOCTO YHU3UTh CBOETO BYEPAIIHETO
mo0oBHMKA. Ha ronoBy Topy Hazenu KakoW-TO KOXKaHBIM OOpyd C 3aBsI3KaMHU Ha 3aThLIKE.
BeposTHO, 3TO 4TO-TO BpOJie TO30PHON KOPOHBI — y KUIMPEAHIIEB JOJKEH OBITh TIOT0OHBINA OOBIUAH.
Hano Gyner paccipocuTh MECTHBIX KUTEINEH. .. €CIIU, KOHEUHO, HAWJETCS BpeMS.

OH BCHOMHWIJI OTBpPaTUTEIBHOE JEWCTBO, KOTOPOE TIOCIEIOBAIO 3a IUICHEHHEeM Topa.
OtBparurensHoe? bpiBmnii MHKBU3UTOp ¢ HacnaxaeHueM Habmroman 3a rubenbio Xopuna. JKaibp,
YTO ylejesl MajJbUUIIKa — YK CIUIIKOM ropsdyo COCTPaZaliyd €My 3pUTENH... U MPEXKJEe BCEro cam
Top. B camom pnene, xanb. Manpyuky Tak CIaBHO BOIIAT nepel cMeptero... Ho Xoapun ero toxe
nopagoBaj. MoXHO ObLJIO MMOAyMaTh, YTO KpUYaja J0 CMEpPTU IepernyraHHas >KEeHIUHA.
WNukBu3nuTopa oxBaTuiio Bo30yxaeHue. OH 3auapoBaHHO HaOIIOAAN, KaK JI€3BUE MPOXOAUT CKBO3b
BpaTa — TakK JIETKO, CJIOBHO UX HE ObLIO, — a IOTOM pa3pe3aeT IoIojaM TeJo, U BOILIb CMEHSETCS
KUJKUM XJTIONAKOMIMM 3ByKoM. ['0T HUKOT1a HE BUien HU4Yero nojooHoro. JKainp, 4To OH cHien Tak
JaJieko OT apeHbl M HE CMOT TOJIKOM I0JIt0OOBaThCS BHYTPEHHOCTSIMH X3pHAA, KOTOpbIE
BBIBAJIWINCH B IbUIb. TOJIIa BOCTOPKEHHO Opajia, U OH Opajl BMecTe ¢ Hel... A kak ObUIo OBl
Xopo1uo, eciu Obl Ha MecTe X3puaa okazaincs TopkuH ['unT!

OmnpiT, KOTOPBINA pHOOpen ['oT Ha nmocty riaaBel MHKBU3MLIKY, ObUT BETUK U MHOTOOOpa3eH.
WHKBU3UTOP OTYASIHHO HAJAESUICS, YTO KOpOJIEBa MOKWMET, HACKOJIBKO IOJIE3€H €il TaKoil 4eoBek,
KaKk OH. A eclM yJIacTCsl 3apy4UThCs TMOIICPKKOM KoposeBwl... O, Dnmun ['oT cymeer 3tum
BOCIIOJIb30BaThCsl. OH CHOBa CMOXKET KUTh Tak, kak MeuTall. Ho camoe rinaBHoe He 310. Kak ToibKO0
CTaHET U3BECTHO, KaKO€ I0JIOKEHHUE OH 3aHsJI MpH J1Bope npaBurenbHulbl Kumpeca, B TammHope
HayHeTcs HacTosmas naHuka. He wuckiIrodeHo, 4yTo ero Biactu OyneT A0CTaTOYHO, YTOObI
YHUUTOXUTh TopkuHa ['MHTA... ecnu TOT nmumuTes onarockiioHHocTy Ee BenuuecTsa.

Utak, rnaBHoe — nokoH4uTh ¢ Topom. [loToM MoxHO OyzmeT moaymaTb O TOM, KaK BEPHYTh
cedbe Omuccanapy Ksun. Ilycts Ha 310 yiinyTt romel. Eciim HyxHO, OH momoxaer. Ho cHoBa
BCTPETUT DnHccy U OYAET CMOTPETh, KaK CTpax UCKaXKaeT ee MpeKpacHoe JInio. Yem aTa jKeHIHa
TaK 3aBOPOXHWJA €ro, MouyeMy OH CJIOBHO oAepxxum ero? ['or He 3Han. Takas Xpymnkas, Kak
CTaTydTKa... OHA 3aBjajiela €ro MbICISIMU. [ 0T BCIOMHMII €e OrpOMHbBIE Ijia3a, KOTOPBIE CIOBHO
BHUJAT Te€Os1 HACKBO3b, €€ TMOKoe Teno. Bece aTu roawr oH Tep3an ee, HO Tak U He cioMmi. OmgHakKo
CTpakka IoMoTJjia eMy IOCTHYb CyTh Bemieil. OH ¢ camoro Havaja BbIOpan HeBepHBIM myTh. Takux
KEHIIMH, Kak Onuccanapa KBuH, He npuBiekaeT HU CWiIa, HU BiIacTb. OHU HUKOMY HE MO3BOJISAT
MPUHYXJaTh ceOs, ux He 3anmyratb. OHU CKOpee yMpyT, cpaxasich, yeM mokopsrcs. O, Kak oHa
COMPOTUBIIATIACH EMY B TY HOYb... DTO BHUJECHHE MPUAABAIO CUJ B OECIPOCBETHHIE THU U HOYH,
npoBeneHHsle B Kapanyne. Ho teneps oH pemmn: Dnuccanapa KBuH Toxe JODKHA yMeEpeTb.
YMepeTh OT ero pyku, HOTOMY YTO UMEHHO OHA MPUTOBOPHIIA €T0 K cMepTH, Korjaa Topkuna ['unTa
CYIMJIM B TPOHHOM 3ajie KOpoJieBcKoro asopua Tana.

I'ot BcmomHmIL, Kak BbiciekuBai Topa u Dirccy ¥ Kak HAaKOHEI-TO Hallled UX B CaMOM ryiie
Benuxoro Jleca. On npuOsu1 kak pa3 BoBpeMs. OHU Jake HE CMOTJIM KakK CIIEIyeT 3aKOIaTh CBOE
otponbe! C KakuM yJOBOJIbCTBUEM OH PACKHAJT JIUCThSI U BETKH, KOTOPBIE CKPBIBAIM MAJICHbKYIO
MOTHJIKY, M cMesuicsl Haja ropeM Omnuccel. Crana jau ee HeHaBUCTh cuibHee? O na. HenaBucth
MOPYraHHOM JEBYIIKM — HHUYTO [0 CPAaBHEHUEM C HEHABUCTHIO MaTepH, KOTOpas BUIUT, Kak
Hagpyraimch Haj ee pebenkom. ot 3axuxmkan. OH OyIeT paja MOJIOXKUTH KOHEI[ €€ MyKaM H
TOPECTSIM. .. a 3a0/THO U €€ JKU3HH.

[losiBneHne BO JBOpe HOBOTO YEJOBEKa 3acTaBWilo loTa mpepBaTh pa3MbIIIICHHUS.
[Tpumenmuuii 6bU1 BBICOK U CTPOEH, M MoTpsAceHHbld ['oT y3Han ero. Topkun ['mut! Yieibaercs,
0onTaeT co CIy)XKaHKaMU U KaMEpPUCTKaMHU... U, KaXeTcs,, CTPOMUT IJIa3Ku 3TOM Mep3aBke Xele.
Heyxenu ero Beimyctunu Ha cBo0oay? Tonbko Buepa ['0T BBISICHUMII, UTO JIEKapb CUAUT B TIOPbME.
Yro 3acTaBUiIO KOPOJIEBY EpeayMarTh?

OckopOneHHbIl 10 TIyOMHBI aymid, MHKBuU3UTOp ciiequi, kak Top momMoraer KopoJjieBe
CunbBeH cecTh B 3KHIIaX, LIETyeT el pyKy, a IOTOM BCKaKHUBAeT B CEAJI0, YTOObI €xaTh psiaoM. Bo
JBOPE CTaNO TeCHO. [I0BO3KH, )KMBOTHBIE, TIOKH, CIIYXKaHKH... a BOT U Pallk, TOT caMblil TylIOBaTbIN
toHra ¢ «Ocbl». OH-TO UYTO 3/1€Ch AenaeT?

Oro ObUI JajNeKo HE EAMHCTBEHHBIM Bompoc, Ha KoTopwld ['oT He Mor orBeTtuth. UTO



noHaznoounocsh Ha Kumnpece Topy? D10 cromno BeisicHuTh. Emy, UHkBU3UTOpY I'0TY — OBIBIIEMY
Wuksusurtopy I'oTy — Hajo 3HaTh Bce. UTOOBI OCYIIECTBUTH CBOW 3aMbICEN, EMY HY)KHO COJIIM3UTHCS
C KOpPOJIEBOM.

Ero nbeITauBeIil yM HanpsKeHHO TPYIWIICA, IPOBEPSis pa3Hble MyTH U BO3MOXKHOCTH, KOTOPBIE
32 HUMHU OTKPBIBAIMCh, OTKA3bIBAsICh OT OJIHUX, BO3Bpaliasch K aApyrum. Hano npucoequHUThCS K
CBUTE KOPOJIEBBI — HO Tak, yToObl Top He y3Han ero. B To jxe BpeMs, eciu OH XO4eT pacipaBUTHCS
C HEHABUCTHBIM JIEKapeM, €ro HeJb3s TepsTh U3 Buay. Kak ato caenars?

I'oT cMmoTpen, Kak MOBO3KM OJHA 3a ApYyrod nokuaawt nsop. OHu yesxaror 6e3 Hero... He
cTpautHo. OH noeaeT ¢ 0603aMu, KOTOpbIE MOTSHYTCS clieioM. [ 1aBHOE — MpUAYyMaTh, KaKk OCTaThCs
IIPU 3TOM HE y3HAHHBIM.

— MHe Hy>XHO U3MEHUTh 00JIMK, — IPOOOPMOTAII OH, 0OpaIIasch K cTeHe KoMHaThl. — Ho kak?

WHKBU3UTOpP CHOBA MOJIOIIET K OKHY U CJIEIWI 3a MPOLEeCcCUe, oKa MOocieIHss IOBO3Ka He
MOKKHYJA ABOp. M TyT ero BHMMaHUE IpUBJIEKaJIa )KEHIIUHA B CBOOOIHBIX o/1exkAax. OHU MOYTH HE
CTECHSUIU €€ JIBUJKEHUH, a JIMIO0 ObLJIO CKPBITO MO/ MJIOTHOM Byalblo.

Bort ono, penienue.

Koponesa CunbBeH HUKOT/Ia HE TOSIBJISIACh Ha JIOJIX C OTKPBITHIM JIMIIOM U TpeOoBajia TOro
K€ OT CBOMX KaMepucTok. Ho eciu oHa mpocTo mpsitasia JUIO, TO ACBYIIKH MOTJU BBIXOAWUTH 32
BOPOTA /IBOPIIA TOJIHKO B YEPHOM, NPUYEM OJIESTHHUE TIO3BOJISIIO JIMILb YTaJblBaTh OUEPTAHMS TETIa.

[Toxanyi, 5TUM MOKHO BOCIIOJIb30BaThCSL.

MaBa 21
CBuagaHue Ha paccBeTe

I'ot yxe 3Han, 4Tto yKpacTh ofesiHue OyzaeT HeTpyaHo. Kyna ciojkHee pemuTh, y KOro ero
yKpacTb. [lnaTtbe T0KHO CUIIETh TaK, CIOBHO CLIMTO 10 MEPKE — )KEHIMHBI MTHOBEHHO 3aMeYaroT
takue Beu. Moxxer ObiTh, Ee BennuecTBO He 0OpaTUT BHMMAaHMS Ha TO, KaK OJIeTa OJHA U3 €e
CIIY’)KaHOK, a BOT 3Ta JipsiHb Xena... OHa coBeplieHHO He Oosuiack ['0oTa, 1 OH HEHaBUAET €€ 3a 3TO
— a eme Oonbile 3a Beicokomepue. Emie Obl: ro0uMMas Cily’kaHKa KOpOJIEBBI, MOKHO CKa3aTh,
HanepcHua... ['nma3 y Xensl Obi1 ocTphlil. Eciin KTO M cMOXeT pa3o0jgauuTh €ro, TO 3TO OHa.
briBmmii IHKBU3UTOp CHEN BO ABOPE M Jenan Buj, 4To yuTaeT. Co CTOPOHBI MOTJIO MOKa3aThCs,
YTO OH 3alyMaJICsl HaJl KHUTOM.

Ha camoM nene yreHue 3aHUMao €ro KyAa MEHbIIE, Y4eM MHOTOUYMCIIEHHbIE CIYTH, KOTOphIE
CHOBAJIU II0 JABOpPY, MCYE3AIM B OJHUX JBEpsAX, MOSABIsUIMCH U3 Apyrux. Kak u npeanonaran o,
0003 OTHpPABIISJICS B 3UMHIOI0 PE3UICHIMIO 3aBTpa, CKOpPEEe BCEro — OKOJO NONyaHs. Y
WHkBU3KMTOpa OCTaBaJIOCh MEHBIIIE CYTOK, a OH TaK U He BbIOpaj ceOe JKepTBy.

— WHTepecHas kHura? — Cipocuil OXKUIJION KUIIpeaHel, OJIMH U3 IPUOIMKEHHBIX KOPOJIEBHI.

I'or enBa ynepxancsi, yToObl HE MOJACKOYMUTH. B 3TOT MHMI OH HpPUCTANBHO CIEAWI 32
CII’)KaHKOM, KOTopas TOJbKO 4TO Bomwia BO aABopel. Cnumkom Bbicokad... [logon Oyner
BOJIOYHUTHCS 10 3€MJIE.

— 3-3-3... —npotanyn UukBusutop. — Ouenb. He otopBatbcs.

— Iloxoe, NpUATHO MOTPeTh CIMHY HA HauleM cojHbliike? [locie Bamux-To X0J0/10B. ..

[Toxoxe, 3TOT yOeneHHbIN CeJMHAMU CTapel] HUKYy/Ja He TOPONUTCS, YHbUIO noaymai 'oT. On
JIOTaJIbIBAJICS, KaK BBITJISIIUT €ro yabIiOKa, HO 3aCTaBUJI Ce0sl YIBIOHYThCSI.

— CoBepiieHHO BepHO. A Bbl He coOupaerech oTnpaButbea B Hum, cinemom 3a Ee
BEJIMYECTBOM ?

— Ha »T0 pa3 Hert, — Beceno orBeTuia ctapuk. — Kaxercs, Ee BenmuuecTBy Xo4yeTcsi HEMHOTO
OTJIOXHYTb OT /€. Y MEHS CJIOKUJIOCH BIIEYATJIEHUE, YTO OHA UILET YeAUHEHHUS.

W on nmogmurnyn I'oty, cioBHO oHM 00a 3HaNMM Kakoi-to OoJibiiol cekper. WHKBU3UTOD C
TPYIOM CIIPaBUJICS C KEJIAHUEM CTEPETh C €ro JIUIA 3Ty YXMBUIKY.

— EnBa nu eii ato ynactes. [locnennee Bpems s He BUaEN, YTOObI OHA BbIX0AMJIA O€3 3TOrO. ..
Kak ero... Topkuna ['uHTa.

— BoT-BOT, — Ha 3TOT pa3 OH HE CTaJl MOJMUIUBATh: HAMEKHU ObUIM M3JIMIIHU. — S| 1ymar, BbI



TOXE MOENIETE. ..

— Menst HuKTO HE TIpuriaman, — oTBeTuia ['or. Ctapuk 3aman cBOM BONMPOC Kak HEb3s OoJiee
kcratu. Camoe Bpems 1103a00TUThCS 0 cBUAeTeNsIX. — U s, mo npasze roBops, ToJbko pai. [1oxuTh
BO JIBOpLIE, HACIAAUTHCS TUILHUHOM. .. Ilorpers criuHy Ha COJHBINIKE, KaK Bbl U3BOJIUIN 3aMETHUTh. ..
W noGomnbie y3uats o Kunpece.

— IlpekpacHo, — JOKYWIMBBIM CTapell HaKOHEI-TO IOHsUI, YTO €ro coOeceIHuK
[10-HACTOSIIIIEMY UILET YeAUHEHUSI. — 3HAUUT, YBUJIUMCS 32 Y)KUHOM.

«A BOT 3TO BpsiJ1 U, CTapblil O0JIBaH».

— o BcTpeun, — ckaszai OH.

[IpoBoxas crapuka B3riasaoM, ['0T BHe3amHO 3aMeTHI KEHIHUHY, KOTOpasi HarHyJach, YTOOBI
MOAHSTh OJHY M3 KOpP3UH C (pyKTaMu — UX TOJBKO 4TO jaocTaBmwid. Kop3uHa Oblia TsKeNow,
OJIHAKO CIy)KaHKa MOCTaBMJIa €€ Ha OJHO IJIe4o U Jierko Beimpsmuiachk. O nga! ['ot cMoTpen, kak
oHa noBopauuBaercs. Kaxercs, JxeHIIIHa Takoro e pocTta, kKak oH caM. llupokomnneya... 3Hauur,
IIJIAThE MTOJOMIET.

WHKBU3UTOp CYHYN KHUTY B KapMaH, IOCJIE0Ba 3a CBOEH Oynylel >kepTBOM U HarHai ee,
KOTJ]a OHa CBepHyJa 3a yroj. JKeHIMHa HampaBsaach K OOJBIION ABEpH, 32 KOTOPOU HAXOIUIICS
JIEHUK.

— JIoOpblii 1eHb, — BEXKIIMBO MO310poBajics 10T, mpuMepssach K ee mary.

— 31paBCTBYITE, — IOHECCS U3-TI0]] ByaJiel MEeBYYUi TOJIOC.

— BbI mo3BoIMTE YKpacTh y Bac OJUH aneabcuH? MHe Tak X04eTcs MUTh. ..

Kakas »xanocTp, 4To €ro JMLO HE HA30BEIllb MpPUBJIEKATEIbHbIM. JKeHIIUHbI Ooble JH00SIT
CMa3JIUBbIX Manbuuiiek Bpoje Topkuna ['unTa wim npaiim-opunepa Kura Kaiipyca, koTopsie naxe
Ipe/CTaBUTh cebe He MOTYT, CKOJIb MHOTMM 00s3aHbl CBOEHl KpacoTe. A MOXET ObITb, OHH
CUMUTAIOT, YTO TAK U JOJHKHO ObITh. CKBO3b TKaHb CBEPKHYJM TIJla3a, U ['0T mO4YyBCTBOBAJ, 4TO y
Hero zepraercs meka. Ha ero Bonpoc ciykaHka Tak ¥ HE OTBETHIIA.

— IIpoctute... — I'oT crapaiics octaBaThCs JIOOE3HBIM U Ja’K€ OCTAHOBUJICS, YTOOBI OTBECUTD
JIETKUW MOKJIOH. — MeHst 30ByT Dnmua 10T, s coBeTHUK KopoJieBbl. S HegaBHO pubbL1 Ha Kumnpec,
[I03TOMY [TOYTH HUKOTO HE 3HAIO.

OH nomnbITasics yAplOHYTbCS, 3HAas MOYTH HABEpHSAKA, YTO YJIbIOKA HA €ro MCKOPEXKEHHOM,
[I0IEPTUBAOIIEMCSI JIMIIE MOXKET BbI3BATh JIUIIb UCIYT WK OTBPALECHHE.

—Ilo mpaBae roBopsi, MHE CKy4YHO M OJMHOKO, — JOOaBUJ OH, HAJEsSCh, YTO rOpeYb B €ro
r0JIOCE PACTOIUT ATO JIEASHOE CepLE.

Kaxercs, ona ynbsiOHynacs?.. [IoHATHO, 4TO Byaib HE MO3BOJISUIA TOHSTH, TAK 3TO UM HET, HO
['oTy mouynunock, 4To TEMHBIE I71a3a CMOTPAT HA HETO yXe HE CTOJb HacTOpokeHHO. OH mpu3Bail
BCE CBOE O0asiHUe.

— Buxy, y Bac oueHb Tspkenas kop3uHa. Bel mo3Bonure? — U ¢ obneruenuem ycibliiai TUXUM
CMEIIOK.

— 010 MOs paboTa. Sl KaKIblii JeHb HOIIY TAKHE KOP3UHBI.

— 4 npuexan w3 TamnuHopa. Y Hac mpu JABOpPE MKEHIIMHAM HE pa3peliaroT MOJHUMATh
TSXKECTH.

— MoxeT, Ballld KXEHIIUHbI HE TaK CWIbHBI, KaK KUIPEaHKU? — OHA YCMEXHYJacCh, OIHAKO
OIlyCTHJIAa KOP3UHY Ha 3eMJIt0. — Jlepxure.

oty He xortenoch amenbcuHOB. OH BOOOIIE TEpHETh UX HE MOI — IOC]E TOW HCTOpUU B
Wnnarapre. Toraa MHKBU3UTOp COOCTBEHHBIMH pyKaMu yOUII IEBUOHKY, KOTOpasi HMejia HECUACThe
MPeVIOKUTh eMy amneinbcuH. HemoHaTtHo mouemy oH mnpuHsul ee 3a Topa. CKIOHHMBIIMCH Haf
kop3uHoi, ['oT 3amep. OH Kak HasBy BUJET Pa3/aBlICHHBIE aleIbCUHBI, COK KOTOPBIX pacTeKaycs
10 MOCTOBOM BIIEPEMEIIKY C KPOBbIO JIEBOUKH.

[IpunucaB 3T0 HEPEHMIMTEIbHOCTH, CIy)KaHKa caMa BbIOpania anenbcuH. [IpuHumas miuon us3
TJIaJIKOM, 3aropesiol pyKu KHUMpeaHKu, NHKBU3UTOp KMBKOM MOOIArogapui ee, emie pa3 OTMETHB,
YTO POCT Y )KEHILUHBI U B CAMOM JIeJI€ MOAXO0AAUINI. 3HAUUT, U IJIaThe MOJONUIET.

— A MeHs 30ByT DiMa.

Ee ronoc Obu1 riry0OKHUM U Kak OyaTO HaATPECHYTHIM.



— Cnacu6o, Onma, — nporoBopui ['oT, B3BewIMBas amneiabCuH B pyke. — Thl yBepeHa, yTO
oboiinenibcs 6€3 Moel nomou?

Dma THXO paccMeslach U CHOBA BCKHHYJIA KOP3UHY HA IIJIEYO.

— 51 copasitock. MoeT, yBUAMMCS 32 YKUHOM?

Bot Tak HEOKHUTaHHOCTB!

— Ilouemy ObI U HET, — OTO3BAJICS OH U caM cede YAUBUIICS.

OH 3aurpbIBaeT ¢ KEHIUHOM !

OO6b1uHO ['oT OTHOCHIT YKMH K ceOe¢ B KOMHATY, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 CIIYCTHJICS B TPAINE3HYIO IS
CIIyr, 4To0bl pa3pickaTh DnMy. OmgHaKo DNMMBI TaM HE 0Ka3anochk. UToOBI 3a7epKaThbCsl MOI0JIbIIIE,
I'oT MeaneHHO nepekeBbIBal KYCOK 3a KyCKOM, IIOTOM MOOOJTall CO CTApUKOM, KOTOPBIN JOKy4al
€My BO JBOpE... 32 pa3roBOPOM OH IIPUCTAILHO OCMAaTpUBaJ Tpane3Hyo. THIeTHO.

Hakonen, oH W3BUHWICS, NMOKMHYJ CTapuka W OTHpaBWics Ha noucku. Ho Hu onHa u3
KEHIIMH, K KOTOPBIM OH oOpaliajics ¢ paccpocaMmy, HE MOTIJIa eMy HHUYEro OTBeTHTb. MHorue us3
HUX Jla)kKe HE MPEACTaBIsUIM, KTO Takas DjiMa M Kak OHa BBIMISAUT. ['OT MOYyBCTBOBAJ, Kak
pasapakeHue NepexoUT B HACTOSILYIO IpoCcTh. MoeT ObITh, MOMCKATh DJIMY B TOW 4acTH JBOPIIA,
rje *uByT ciyru? KoMy-To 3TO MOXKET He IOHPABUTHCSI, HO Y HETO OOJIbIIIE HET CUJI IPUTBOPSTHCS
mo0e3HbIM. Bpemenu ocraercst coBceM HeMHoro. Ecnu 1t Toro, 4ToObl NOJYYUTh OACKIY DJIMBI,
eMy MpUJeTCs BOUTH B €€ KOMHATY M OTHSATH y Hee Iuiatke... Her, KoHeuHo, Jydllle He pUCKOBATh.
W3navanbHO OH cobupascs 1eiCTBOBaTh TOHbILIE U O0OUTHCH MAJION KPOBbIO.

I'oT yxe nokuaan Tpane3Hylo, Korjaa KTo-To AepHYJ €ro 3a pyoaiky. JToro eiie He XBarajo!
OH pe3ko 00EepHYIICS U YBUJIET ICBYIIKY.

— 210 BbI Dnmug ['oT? — poOKo cripocuiia JeBYIIIKa.

Kaxercs, muuo MHKBU3UTOPA IPUBEIIO €€ B HACTOSIINM yKac.

— U 4dto ¢ Toro? — pa3ipak€HHO OTBETHUII OH.

— 51 — mospyra DiMbl, — JEBYIIKY TPYAHO OBLJIO Ha3BaTh KpacaBUIEH, OJJTHAKO YJIbIOAIach OHa
oueHb MuJI0. — OHa MONPOCUIIa MEHSI CIPOCUTH y Bac, €CIM s Bac BCTpedy, NOHPABUJIICS JU BaM
areJIbCHH.

— I'me ona? — nmepebwin ['0T — CIMITKOM TOCTIENIHO, TOTOMY YTO €r0 COOSCeAHHIIA UCITYTaHHO
nonstTuiack. Ei HEMHOTO HE3JOPOBUTCS, CYIaphb.

—A...

B camom nene, He ciielyeT TOPSIYUTHCA.

— MHe oueHb )aib. [lepemail: MHE OYEHb Kajlb, YTO HAM HE YAAJIOCh MOYXHWHATh BMECTE.
Hanerocs, k yTpy el cTaHer jryduie.

JleBylika KUBHYJa U CHOBA YJIbIOHYJIACh.

— Koneuno, cynaps. Ona Oyzer paja.

CnyxaHka yxe coOupaiach yXoJIuTh, HO ['OT cXBaTui ee 3a pyKy U MOYYBCTBOBaJ, KaKk OHa
HEBOJILHO TOTBITa’ach BeICBOOOIUTHCsA. Koneuno! Eit He XxBaTtaeT BE&XKIMBOCTH, YTOOBI BHITEPIETH
[IPUKOCHOBEHHUS TAKOTO ypoJa.

— [Ipocture? — B ee rojoce 3Byda HACTOSIINHN yXKac.

— Sl nonyman... Tel He nepenaiib DaMe elle Koe-uTo? — CIPOCHUII OH IOUYTH C MOJIBLOOI.

— Koneuno.

— ToJIBKO MHE HAJI0 YyTh-4yTh ITIOATOTOBUTHCA. .. [Iol1eM cO MHOM. .. IOKaIylCTa.

VY AuBUTENbHO, HO JIEBYILIKA MOCIYLUIHO MOIJA 3a HUM B cajl, a MIOTOM B KoMHary. B camy
WHKBU3UTOp COpBasl 4YaiiHyI0 poO3y, €Ile€ HE pPACKPBIBUIYIOCA, a B KOMHATE Hamlesl KIOYOK
IepraMeHTa 1 Harucaia Ha Hell HECKOJIBKO CJIOB.

— BbI Tako# 3a00THMBEIN, CyAapsk... Dnma OyJIeT TpOHyTA.

Heoxnnanno 'ota ocenuio.

— A oHa ymeeT uuTaTh?

— Her, cynapb, — BexJIMBO OTBETHIIA JIeBYLIKA. — U s HE ymero.

ot ¢ Tpynom cuepxaics. BrenuTe Obl el Takylo NOILIEYMHY, YTOObI OHAa Ha HOTax He
yaepxkanace! Bcee crapanus momumum mpaxom! Ho ceiiuac He Bpems naBath BoJito sipoctu. OH
MOTBITAJICS YIBIOHYTHCS, XOTS MOT JIMILb HAJAEATHCS, YTO ATY KYTKYIO TPUMACy MOXHO MPUHSATH 3a



yibIOKy. JleBylka CHOBa OTHPSIHYJIA, HO 3TO OBLIO YK€ HEBAXHO.

— Torga npocto nepenait moe nocinanue. Bmecre ¢ po3oi.

— O0s13aTeNBHO.

— Cmacu6o. Iloxanyiicta, ckaxu DiaMe, 4TO IJsi MeHsA OyzneT OOJIBIIONW YEeCThIO, €CIU OHa
COTJIACHTBHCS BBIITUTH CO MHOM CJIaJIKOTO BHHA.

I'maza y neBymiku pacmmpuinch. [IoToM OHa XUXUKHYJIA U TYT K€ OCEKIach.

— Ilouemy ThI cMmeenbes?

— VY Dambl cTpaHHbIE BKYChI, — OTBETHUJIA OHA M TYT K€ MOH:IA, YTO 3aJiella ero elie CUIbHEE,
4yeM cBoUM cMexoM. Oanako ['oT cienan BUj, 4TO COBEPILIEHHO HE OOMMXKEH.

— S onmuHOK, a Dnma Obuta Tak no0pa KO MHE... A 3a 70oOpoTy Hazmo Bo3aaBaTh. Eme omun
Jpyr OpU JBOpe el He MOMELIAeT, — OOBSCHWI OH M €Ba HE MOJaBWJICS. JTO HaA0 ObLIO Takoe
ckazath! OgHAKO JEBYOHKA MPHUHSJIA €ro CJI0Ba 3a YuCTylo MoHeTy. OHa Oblla OT IyIId paja 3a
CBOIO TIOJIPYTY.

— Korpma?

— A 4TO ecinu 3aBTpa, ¢ yTpa nopanbie? Mbl MOkeM BMECTE IOCMOTPETh, KaK BCTAET COJIHIIE.
JleByIlKa HaXMypHuiIach.

— Tak pano... [lymaro, 0JlHa OHa HUKYZa HE MTOUJIET, CyAaph.

Koneuno. Ha Takoe u paccuuthiBath He cromsio. Oanako ['oTy He moHamoOWIOCh JOJTO
JIOMaTh rOJIOBY.

— Tornma nmpuxoau BMecTe ¢ Hell. bynem BmecTe 1r000BaThCsl pacCBETOM, KaK CTaphIe IPY3b.

Bo MHe ymupaer noast, yHsuio nojgymai ['oT.

— Xopouio, — KUBHYJIA JI€BYIIKA. — Y BHIMMCS 1Tocine BToporo kojgokoia.

— Ouenb pan, — ckazan ['or. — [Ipemnaraio BCTpeTUThCA y CTapoOro KOJIOJA... Y BOCTOYHOIO
KphbLIa.

OH yXe OCMOTpea OKPECTHOCTH JBOpILA W PEUIW, 4TO JIy4ylle MecTta He Haltu. M3 storo
KOJIOJIa JaBHO He OepyT BOJy, CTpa)ka TaM JakKe JHEM IMOSBISETCS PEAKO... a B TaKyl0 paHb U
10/IaBHO.

— Tonbko mocrapaiiTech HUKOMY HE MONAcTbCs Ha IJ1a3a, — 100aBuil oH. — Eciu Hac 3acTtanyT,
HUYETro XOPOIIETO U3 3TOro He BhiiiAeT. [IycTh 3TO Oyner TaliHOE CBHUIaHUE.

JleByIiKa cCHOBa yJILIOHYJIACH.

— MBbI ozieHeMcs Tak, cJIOBHO coOupaemcst B ropoA. 1o Byanbio Hac HUKTO HE y3HAET.

NmenHo 310 1'0T M XOTEIN yCIIbIIaTh.

— Torpma — o 3aBTpa, — cKa3ayl OH U yJAJIUJIICS.

JleBylIkM TOSIBWIMCH TOYHO B HA3HAYEHHOE BpeMs, KOIJa BOKPYr elle Lapuia
npenpaccBeTHasi noxymria. OHM Jep’Kaluch 3a PYKH, CTYMadd OCTOPOKHO M MOYTHU OECUIyMHO,
JUIIb MHOT/Aa TUIIMHY Hapyllajl 4yTh CIBIIIHBIA cMemok. IIoHATHO, HaJl KeM OHU CMEIoTCH,
noaymai ['ot, ciens 3a Humu. XKanb, He Bcerjia MOXKHO YOUTh ABYX HTHIL OJHON CTPEJIOM.

OH mpsTajics cpeiad HU3KOPOCIHBIX IUIOJOBBIX JepeBbeB U kaai. lloapyru mosmkHbl ObuM
MPOUTH Kak pa3 MuMmo ero ykpbiTus. [lopa... OH chenan riyOokuil BOX, LIArHyJ BHEpe], U HA
rojJIOBY OJHOW U3 JIEBYLIEK — TOM, UYTO ObUIa HUXKE POCTOM, — OMYCTHJICA TSKEIbIH Ky3HEUHBIN
MoJi0T. City’kaHKa ocena Ha 3€MJI0, HE U3/1aB HU 3BYKa.

Onma nopbiBUCTO oOepHynack. [lomynpo3paunas TkaHb HE MO3BOJIUIA YBUJIETh Y)KAac Ha €€
auue, Ho 'oT He MOT MO3BOJIMTH € NOJHATH IIyM. METHYBIIMCH K JIEBYLIKE M 3a)aB €l poT, OH
TOJIKHYJ1 €€ K KOJIOJILly, HaBaJWjCs C3aJd BCEM TEJIOM H, TOPKECTBYS, COpBaJl C HEE Byalb.
HakoHen-To oH MOJIy4uT TO, 4TO €MY HYXHO.

— Ecnm 3akpuuumis wim u3gaiib X0Th OJUH 3BYK, YObto. [ToHsma?

CnyxaHka Tyno KuBHyna, HO [or He cnemun yoOpaTh JagoHb. CBOOOJHON pyKOHl OH
BBITAIMJI U3 KapMaHa map@ u 3aBsizaj eil poT. Diama clieprkajia cioBO: OHa JaXke He 3acToHana. Bor
9TO BBIJIEP)KKA... 3aTSHYB y3€l y Hee Ha 3aThUike, ['oT pa3BepHyn aeBymiky. Tak BOT mouemy
cMmesutachk ee noapyxkka! Jlaxe ciemnoil He Ha3Basl Obl ATy AEBYIIKY KpacaBulleil: oHa Obuia Ha
peaKoCTh HemnpubiekareabHa. Ho 310 yxe He BaxHO, nmoayman ['or. MeHbllle BCEro ero 3aHumarna



KpacoTa KepTBbI.

— A Teneps cuenai 0J0JDKEHUE, pa3IeHbCS.

CKBO3b CTpax, HAMOJHSAIONINK €€ ri1a3a, MPOCTYIHIO HEJOYMEHHE.

— [loToponuce, Oyap moOpa, — mobaBunm ['or. K cuactero, Diama TyT XK€ MOTSIHYIAch K
3aCTeXKe, CTATUBAIOIIEH IJIaThe Ha CIIMHE.

Bcekope onesHue yxe nexano y ee HOr. JleBylka CTosuia Harasi, HO 3TO He BOJIHOBaso ['ora —
PaBHO Kak U TO, YTO OHa ObLIA OYEHb HEIUIOXO CJIOXKEHA.

— Iloxaiyiicta, 1aii MHE ILIAaThE.

Onma nopunHmiIack. ['0T 3ameTu1, 4To ee Koka y>Ke IMOKpbUIach MynbIpbellikaMu. [la, panHee
3UMHEe YTpO — He JIydllee BpeMs Ul Mporyinok Harumom. Hudero, ckopo oHa BoOOIIe HUYETO HE
OyJeT 4yBCTBOBATb.

OH B35 y Hee mlaThe U OpOCHJI Ha 3eMJII0 MOBEPX CMATHIX Byanel. Temepp emMy ecTb 4TO
HazeTb. OcTaeTcst TOIbKO 3aMECTH CIIE/IbI.

Kopotkoe, cunbHOe nBHKEHHE — W DiMa, KOTOpas yXKe He 3Hajla, Yero OXuaaTh, CHOBA
OKa3ajach y Hero B pykax. MIHKBU3UTOp moaTaIlmI ee K KOJIOALY U HaJlaBUJI €l Ha MJIe4Hd, 3aCTaBUB
COrHyThCsi HaJ Bojoi. HaBepHo, oHa Bcs wucuapamnanach... HO 3TO 3TO yxe He crpamHo. OH
CXBAaTUJI €€ 3a BOJIOCHI, MOIMYTHO NOPAJOBABIINCH, YTO KUMPEAHCKUN OObIYal BENUT >KEHIIMHAM
HOCHTb JUIMHHYIO KOCY — €€ TaK yI00HO HaMaTbIBaTh HAa PYKY...

OnMa He BH/CIa, KaK OH BBIXBAaTHJI KMH>KaJI, HO 3aXHbIKaJa. TCHCpB I'oT He BCHBITEIBAN K HEH
HUYEro, KpoMe Mpe3peHusl.

Korpa ero ryob! KOCHY/IHCH €€ yXa, BCXJIUIIBI epeliy B pelaanus. [Topa ot Hee u3b6aBUTHCS.

— HagsepHo, 51 oGeman He yOuBath Te0si, ecinu Tbl OyAews nociymHoil. [Ipoctu, Onma, HO 5
JDKell.

I'ot nepHyn ee 3a BOJIOCHI, 3aCTaBIISISI KEHILMHY 3allPOKUHYTh TOJIOBY, U OBICTPO MOJIOCHY €€
KMHKaJIOM IO TOpiIy.

W3 panbl xi1bIHYIa KpoBb. B 3TOM OBUIO 4TO-TO 3aBOpakuBaroiee. ['oT 1roduin cMoTpeTh, Kak
TEJIO TepsIeT 3Ty 0arpoByIO KUIKOCTh, @ BMECTE€ C HEM YXOIUT KU3Hb. OH HEMHOTO OTCTPaHWJICS,
YTOOBI HCHApPOKOM HE HUCIIaYKaTb OACKIY, MOJII000BAICI MaJIEHbKUM MyJbCUPYIOIIUM BOJOIIAA0OM,
HU3BEPraroUIMMCs B KOJIOJIEL. .. @ IOTOM CTOJIKHYJI TEJIO B BOJY.

Opnnako Bpemsi Obuto goporo. ['oT ycmplman 3a ciuHOW THXWe BCxyUmbl. [loapyxka DaMbl
BCE-TaKl OYHYJIACh. 3HAYUT, OH MPOCTO Oraymuia ee. Takas HeEOpeXKHOCTb HEIOMyCTHMA.
[IepeBepHyB nexKanlyr0 HUYKOM JI€BYyIIKY, IHKBU3UTOpP TOYHBIM y/apOM BOH3MWJ HOX € B cepaLe.
Tenepp oHa OblIa MEpTBA, U €€ TEJIO IMOJIETENO B KOJIOJAEL BCEA 3a TeloM mnojapyru. BoHb
paznararoueicss MmIoTH CKOPO KOro-HUOyAb 3aMHTEpPECYeT, HO K TOMY BPEMEHU OH OyIeT yxe
TATIEKO.

WNukBu3uTop monoOpain 1arbe, Byald U HCYE3 B TYCKJIOM CHUSHUU pPaccBeTa — TOYHO CO
BTOPBIM YJapOM T'OPOJCKOTO KOJIOKOJIA.

NnaBa 22
PokoBon Ky6ok

Yepes nBa AHs 1ocie TOro, Kak ['0T MOKMHYJ CTOJMIYy Ha OJJTHOM M3 MOBO30K C MpHUIlacaMu,
Cakcen npuObu1 B Kumpec. Ilyrs Obl1 HEOMU3KMM M HE NMPUHEC HUYETO, KPOME pa30vyapOBaHMUS.
Knykx gaBHo men mo cinegam Slnyca KBucra, HO Tak M He JOrHan pa300ilHMKA U YK€ HauWHal
TEpSITh TEPIIECHUE.

[To HacTosiHuio Xepeka CakceH npu6Obl1 B KapanyH B conpoBoxaeHuH paTHUKOB. Kityk Obu1
npoTHB, HO XepeK yxe y3Hal, 4To [oT ymenen, u ObUT TOTOB Ha BCE, YTOOBI OTIATh OBIBIIIETO
WNukBu3uropa B pyku npaBocyaus. OHAKO B MPUTOHE, TJ€ KYpST CTPaKKy, YK€ HUKOTo He ObLIO.
CnenoBano OXuJaTh: MECTHBIE >KMTEIU JOJDKHBI ObUIM Y3HATh O HPHUOIMKEHUU BOOPYKEHHBIX
JIOJIEN — CKOJIBKO OBl X HU OBLJIO — 3a2/10JIT0 JI0 TOT0, KaK T€ MUHOBAJIN OKPECTHbBIE JEPEBEHBKH.

Hakonen, oTnenaBIIMCh OT CBOMX TOBApHUILEH IO OPYKHUIO — UX YAAJIOCh OTIPABUThH C
nokiagoM K Xepeky, — CakceH penrwl MomnbITaTh CYacThsl B OJJHOM U3 MECTHBIX 3aBefeHuil. Camo



co0oil, OH He JorajaplBajcs, 4YTO HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs Ha3zaJl Ta XK€ MbIcib mnocetwia Topa.
OuapoBaTelibHbI€ IEBYIIKU LIEAPBI HE TOJIBKO Ha JIACKU, HO U Ha CJIOBA.

OpHako X03sfiKa HE CHHU30IILJIa JI0 BCTpeuH ¢ KiIykoM. HegoBepunBoCTh — mpHpoaHas yepra
xuteneil Kapaagyna, ocoOeHHO Korja Jieno KacaeTcsi uX cooTeuecTBeHHHKOB. U Tem Oosee xorma
BOIIPOCHI 3a/aeT uykak. CakceH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO Yy HEro omyckatorcss pyku. [Ipouuio yxe
HECKOJIbKO Henenb, Kak y Hero ykpanu Kmyra. [loxoxe, oH Obercst rojoBod 00 CTEHY... U He
T0OBETCSl HUYEro, KPOME TOJIOBHOM OOJIH.

Bce 310 ObUIO HamucaHO y HEro Ha JIMLE, KOT/Ia BIIaJeNInla 3aBeICHUsI BTOPOH pa3 nepeaa
emMy oTka3. O HaKO JEBYIIKH, KOTOpbIE pabOTalIM MO €€ Ha4ajloM, OKa3aJuch 00Jiee OT3bIBUMBEI.

—O ueM rpycrullb, KIyK?— CIpOCHJIa OJIHA, JIOBKO MOJJEpKHBas Ha BeCy IOJHOC C
OoKajlaMu ¥ Kak Obl HEHapOKOM KauHYB BEJIMKOJIEHBIMU Oepamu.

Cakcen mnoaHsu1 Ha Hee ryasza. llBerymias, Becenas, ouapoBaTenbHas... OH ycTan u
JABHBIM-JTaBHO HE JIOXKWJICA B MIOCTENb C KEHIIMHOM. VckyieHue Obl1o MOYTH HEOA0IUMbIM.

— SI3bIK OTKycHJ1? — I€BYIIKA [TOCTaBUJIa MOJHOC Ha CTOJ. — 3/IeCh IPYCTUTH 3ampelieHo. Kak
Te0s1 30ByT? Mens — Cumnusi.

— CakceH, — OypKHYJ OH U €JUHBIM JyXOM OCYIIMJI KpyXKYy. — He Bonnyiics, s HE 3a7€pXKYCh.

— MHe aib, YTO OHA OTKa3ajach Te0s NpuHUMaTh, CakceH.

— 51 He nmoHuMalo, nouemMy. SInpocTo XOTeN CIPOCUTH €€ PO OJHOI0 KaluTaHa, KOTOPbIi MOr
CIOZIa 3arjsiHYTb.

—3Hato, 3Haw. M HUKTO HE YHOCYXKHUICS TeOe OOBSICHUTH, YTO UYETOBEK, KOTOPOTO ThI
UIIEIlIb, — 3aKOHHBIN CYIPYT FOCIOXH DHUPUHBI.

V¥ CakceHa OTBHUCIIA YEINIOCTb.

— Tornma Bce scHo. Ha ee mecte s ObI TOXeE... — OH MOCKpeO OOpOIKY, YyBCTBYS ceOs Tak,
CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO IOJIy4WJI KOJIEHOM B Iax.

— TeOe cTout npuHATH BaHHY, TOOPUTHCS U KaK cleAyeT Bbicnarbes. Bce 3T0 MOXKHO crienartb
HaBepXy, — OHA CHOBa B3s1a cBOM nojHoc. — A nipo KBucra 3a0ynp. Moenb c4uTaTh €ro BTOPHIM
XO35IMHOM 3TOTO 3aBEJEHMS, TAK YTO HUYETrO MPO HEro Thl HE y3Haellb. C Mecsl Ha3aj Mpo HEro
YK€ KO€-KTO CIpaIIuBall.

[Toxoxe, ogHOTNIA30T0 pa3doitHMKa MHOTHE HINYT, noayman Cakcen. HeynuBurenbsHo.

— A KTO 3710 OBLT?

— Ero 30Byr... kaxercs, Ilerepcun. Takoi kpacaBen! Hamm neBymiku n3-3a HEro 4yTh HE
nepeccopuiuck. Kaxnas xotena, yToObl OH 3akKa3al €e Ha HOYb. BBICOKMIL, TEMHOBOJIOCHIH, C
rony6siMu rnazamu. Kissnycs Cetom! S Obl cama emy 3amiaTiiia, 4ToObl IPOCTO MOBAJSATHCS B
MIOCTENIM C HUM B OOHMMKY... — OHa JiykaBo yablOHynack. — [Ipo KBucra on, npasna, Tak HU4ero u
He y3Has. Ho s Te6e koe-uto ckaxy, Cakcen. Ha cnenyromee yrpo Ilerepcun otmisin Ha Kumpec.
51 3Hat0, MOTOMY YTO KOE€-4TO OTHOCHJIA B MOPT M BHjeda ero Ha 0opty «Ock». Beero xoporero,
KITYK.

N Cunusa nmogmurnayna. CakceHy XOTeJIOCh €€ pacieoBaTh. JTO ke Halo ObUIO — TaK yMEJo
nojicka3aTh eMy, Kyaa otnpaButbes. Kunpec! [loTom oH BCOMHMII PO YesloBeKa, 0 KOTOPOM OHa
pacckazana. KoHeuHo, 3TO He CBSI3aHO € €ro Mouckami, Ho... Kiyk rpyctHo ynbiOHyIcsa. MokHO
Mo IyMath, YTO OHa roBopuia mpo Topa. Eciu Obl TOBKO. ..

CakceH He cTaj TPAaTUTh BpeMs Ha BaHHY M Ipoure 3a0aBbl U cpa3y OTIPABHIICSA B raBaHb.
Oxkazanoch, uro 1o Ilpasguuka [lepBoro Jlucra na Kumpec He oTmnpaBUTCS HU OJUH KOPAOIb.
OpHako He CTOWIIO TepsTh Haaexkay. Kiyk 3arisHyn B TpakTup y npuyaina. MHOrue U3 TaMOLIHUX
noceTureneil ObLIM KamuTaHAaMM W CYAOBIAAENIbLAMU, M KaKJIOMY OH 3aJaBajl TOJBKO OJUH
BOIIPOC: CKOJIBKO OYyJIeT CTOUTH IOMIIbITH 10 Kunpeca.

Kaxnapi ero Bompoc BCTpedanud WIM CMEXOM, WM COJEHbIMM IIyTKamMu. Bpems s
MyTEeUIeCTBUN 3aKOHUYMIOCH. JIfoau cBoe OTpaboTaiu, U HU OJHO CYJHO HE BBIMJIET B OTKPBITOE
MOpe€, IIOKa Ha JEPEBbSIX HE PACIyCTATCS JIUCThS.

bblna moyTH moJsiHOYb, KOT/Ia TPAaKTUPIIMK MOJ03Bajl KIyKa M yKa3zaj Ha CTaporo Mopsika C
0OBETPEHHBIM JIUILIOM, KOTOPBIM CUJEN B YLy 3a KPYKKOH 3715, OKpYXEHHBIH KiyoamMu TabauHOro
IpIMa.



— 310 crapbiii 6osBan daykc, oH HauucTo mpourpaics B xapu. CTaBWwil M CTaBWJI, IOKa
CTaBUTh CTaJ0 Hedero. MOXKeT, OH M COIVIACUTCS BBIATH B Mope. EMy Hedero tepsrb, Kpome
cOOCTBEHHOM KU3HU U CTapOil CKpUITyuel NOCYANHBI. 3a HUX BCE PAaBHO HUKTO JIOMAHOTO Ipolia He
JaCT — HU CETOJHS, HU 3aBTpa, HU uepe3 Henento. [lonpoOyii ¢ HUM mo0oITaTh.

Ilocne mapel OOKanoB, B KOTOPBIX ObUIO KOE-4TO TMOJY4YIle U TMOKperndye APSHHOTO Aid,
CakceHy ynanoch yiaomaTh cTapuka. ToT KISTBEHHO MooOelial BBIMTH B MOpE 3aBTpa IMOCie
MOJIy[IHA, JaKe eciu MUp nepeBepHeTcs. Tem He meHee CakceH OOBSCHWI, YTO HE 3aIUIATUT U
MOJIJIbIOKA, MOKa 3TO o0elaHue He OyleT UCHOJHEHO, U OrpaHMYMIICA TeM, YTO MOoKadaj mepen
HOocoM y Daykca CBOMM TYTUM KOUIEJILKOM, KOTOPBIN JJOJKEH ObLI epeKoYeBaTh K HE3a1aWINBOMY
urpoky Ha Kunpece. Camo co0oif, KIIyk He cTaj 00BACHAThH, YTO IOCIE ITOTO caM OCTaHeTcs Oe3
rpoiia, Ho 3TO ObUI0 HeBaXkHO. Ecnu moHagoOuTCs, OH MOJIOKUT KU3HB, YTOOI HaiTh Kityta. la u
3adeM emy Takas Xu3Hb? OH He paTHUK W He cTpaxHUK. OH — omuH w3 IlamagunoB. Bot ero
cynp6a, u noucku Kiyra — ee yacts.

daykc cnepxan cinoBo. IlpaBna, naxke CakceH, KOTOpbIM Bcerjga Hajesyicsl Ha Jydllee,
COMHEBAJICS, YTO €ro CYJIEHBIIIKO MpPOJEPKHUTCI B MOpe JoJblie oaHoro aHda. Ho oHo
poJiepKanock. MoKeT ObITh, UM MPOCTO MOBE3JIO € MMOr0J0N, HO CKPUITyUYHUi KOpaOJIMK, Ha OOpTy
KOTOpOTO He ObUIO HMYEro, KpOME CKYAHOI'O 3amaca MUIIM U MPEeCHOW BOJbI, U HUKOTO, KpoMme
KOMaH/Ibl U €IMHCTBEHHOTO Macca)xupa, elbIM U HEBpEeAUMbIM JOCTUT raBanu Kumpeca.

Cakcen mobmaromapui 00TOB, KOTOpbIE XpaHWIN €r0 B ITyTH, U OTJA] KOIIEJIEK PajoCTHO
ocknabuBiemycs daykcy. Y Hero Bce-Taku OCTaBAJIOCh HECKOJIBKO MOHET, HO 3TOTO XBAaTHUJIO ObI
TOJILKO Ha YKUH M Howier. UToOwl ckopotath Bpemsi, CakceH OpoJui MO MOPTOBBIM YIIOUKaM.
Hactpoenue y Hero ObuIO IpeKpacHOE... MOKa OH He ycublmal, 4to «Oca» Tak W He JIOCTHUIIa
Kunpeca. Ona OecciieqHo ucuesia — ckopee BCero, 3aToHysa. BmecTe ¢ Hell ucuesnia U nociaeaHss
HaJeXK/1a HaWTU HE3HAKOMI[A, Tak moxoxero Ha Topa. [IpaBna, Cvmst Ha3Bana ero IlerepcuHom. ..
Cakcen cokpymancs Hemodro. Ilycte Tak. EMy HeT HyXIbl uMcKaTh 3TOro Kpacasia. OH umier
Ksucra. A KBUCT XHB ¥ 310pOB, OH HE JIGKUT Ha THE OKEaHa U HE KOPMHUT PHIO.

Y KumpeaHLleB  paccHpochl  MOJO3PEHUN HE  BbI3BIBAIM. 3Je€chb ObIBAJIO MHOIO
MyTEUIECTBEHHUKOB U3 Pa3HbIX CTPaH, U JIFOJU NPUBBIKIN K Uy)Ke3eMIlaM, KOTOPbIE Pa3bICKUBAIOT
npyr apyra. Hukro He mpocuit feHer 3a oTBeT. Y3HaB, uTo SIHyc KBuCT Bcerna ocranaBivBaercs Ha
OJIHOM M TOM 3e€ moctosuiom aBope, CakceH moBecenen. OH maran no ymuuam Kumpeca, a
MBICJIIMU Y€ ObUI TaM U IOTOMY IIOUTH HE 3amMeyall, Kak IpeKpaceH ropos.

CHAB KpOIIEUHYI0 KOMHATKy, KJIyK C HaclaXJEeHUEM MpHHsIICS 3a exy. M TyT ero »xuano
pa3zouapoBaHue. [leBylika, KOTOpasi HakpblBaja Ha CTOJI U Xopoluo 3Haia KBucra, ckaszana, 4to
KaIllUTaH yXe OTIpaBuics 00paTHO Ha MaTEpUK.

Cakcen ynyctui Ksucra. Bee npomnaro.

— Kanuran KBucT HUKOr/a He 3alep)KuMBaeTcs y Hac MOJo0ary, cyaapb. OH MpoJaeT CBOM
TOBap U Cpa3y yXOJUT B MOPE, — JEBYIIKA IOCTABIIIA HA CTOJI TapeJIKy C CHIPOM U YIILJIA.

«IIpomaeT TOBap W cpasy yxoauT B Mope». 3Ha4uuT, JHyc KBHUCT emy Oosblne HE HYXeEH.
Koneuno, cTomsio ObI CBECTH ¢ HUM CYETHI, HO ATO Bcerna ycrneercs. Baxxao apyroe: KBuct mpogan
cBoii ToBap. 3HaunT, Kyt Ha Kunpece... Ckopee Bcero.

— Ionoxu! — kpukHyn CakceH.

JleBymika o06epHysach U CHOBA MOJIOILIA K €T0 CTOJIUKY.

—I'ne y Bac MOXXHO KYIUTh OXOTHHYBEIO COKOJIa? — CIIPOCHJI KIIYK, CYHYB €i B JIaJIOLIKY
CBOIO TIOCJIE/IHIOI0 MOHETY.

— Ha pbiHKke, — oTBeTUIIAa OHA, IIpsiua HArpaay B KapMallek NepeJHuKa. — TaM MOXKHO KyIHTb
BcCe, uTo moxenaenb. JJaxe pada. Kcratu, Tam KBucT copiBaeT Bech CBOM TOBap.

OTUM cJ0BaM MPOCTO IE€HBbI HE ObLIO. A KTO €II€ MOXET KYINUTh TaKOr'o BEJIMKOJIEITHOTO
cokouta, kak Kityt, eciii He KOpOJIEBCKHE COKOJIbHIYNE?

Eme HemHoro paccripocoB — 1 BOT CakceH yke CTOsUl y BXOJa B KOPOJIEBCKUI JBOpEL... U
e/Ba CIEpP>KUBAJICS, YTOObl HE pa3OUTh KyJlakoM (DPU3HMOHOMUIO MPHUCIYXKHUKY, B KOTOPOM OBLIO
Kyza 0oJiblle CIECH, YEM I10JIarajoch M0 JOLKHOCTH.

— MHe o4eHb kailb, MOYTEeHHbIH DOKC, HO NTHUI] 3[€Ch HE JepKaT. A AepKaT WX B 3UMHEM



nsopue, B Hume.

Crnyra moBTOPsUI 3TH CJIOBA YK€ B TPETHI pa3, CIIOBHO 3ay4lJl UX HAU3YCTh U JPYTUX HE 3HAIL
Ho ocobenno Cakcena 3:11i1a BeXJINBasl, HHYET0 HE BHIPAKAIOLIAs YJIbIOKA IPUCTYKHUKA.

— 51 moHuMaro, — OH e/1Ba CIEpKUBAJICS, YTOObI HE COPBAThCS HA KPHUK. — Thl MHE YK€ 3TO
rOBOPHWIL. A CIIyT y BaC HAHUMaroT?

— Her, mourennsiii ®okc. Celiuac KopoJieBa mepecenuiach B 3MMHHNA JIBOPEI] U COOMpPAETCS
IIPOBECTU 3UMY B MPEAropbsiX. 37ech MOYTH HUKOTro He ocranock. Jo Ilpasnnuka [lepsoro Jlucra
3TOT JBOPEL] 3aKPhIBACTCS.

CakceH cxall KyJlaku.

— A B 3uMHeM nBopie? Mosxer, B Hume HyXHbI Kpenkue pyku?

—Bam wano moroBoputh ¢ JIxaitkmonom. OH Habupaer ciayr Ha paboty. Pam Obur
MMO3HAKOMUTKCSA, ToUTeHHBIN Dokc. Crenaite 00 KEHNE, TPOUINUTE 3a YIoJl — TaM BXOJI JIJIsl CIYT.
Crpaxxnuk Bac npoBojut. [Ipocture, HO y MeHst MHOTO zien. Beero xopoiero.

W npucnyxHuk 3amarai npoyb. CakceH MOIBITAICS OKIMKHYTh €0, HO 3TO ObLIO BCE PaBHO,
YTO pa3roBapuBaTh co cTeHOW. Hudero crpamnoro. ['maBHoe, Tenepp sICHO, Ky1a UATH.

VY BXoja AJis CIYr BBICTPOMJIACH Li€JIasi OYepeib: OUEBHUIHO, BCE 3TU JIFOJU XOTEIHU MOJIYYUTh
paboty Bo aBopie. Couckareneil mporyckajid o OAHOMY, U MPOIIET MOYTH IENIbIi IeHb, MPexX/e
yem CakceH, K TOMy BpEeMEHH NpeObIBalOIIMi B CaMOM CKBEPHOM HACTPOEHUH, MOIajl BHYTPb.
Kityk Ob11 cOBepIIEeHHO HE pacIioiokeH K OTKPOBEHHOH Oecene.

— Tak, yBaxaeMblil... — INOYTeHHBbIM J[KaWKIOH mpoTep Iasa. — YUTo BB MOXKETE HaM
MPEI0KUTE?

— i u3 TaymuHopa. ..

— borock, 3TO HE MMEEeT HMKAKOro 3HAYEHMs, — MMepeOmI MOUYTeHHbIN [[)alcoH, coTpscasCh,
TOYHO cTyleHb. Cyns Mo uMciay moadOpoAKOB, MX OOdanaTesib HE TOJIBKO yCTaj, HO U Y)KacHO
MIPOroOJIO/IAJICS U HE OTKa3aicst Obl OT IJIOTHOTO YKUHA.

— 51 ciy>xun npu JBope Koposist, — npojtosnkan CakceH.

— a? Ot1o xopomo. 3BydyuT MHOTooOemnaromie. M 4emM Bbl 3aHUMaIMCh TIPH IBOPE? — CIIPOCHIT
TOJICTOOPIOXHI, POJI0JIXKAs TEPEThH riiasa.

— 51 ObL1 IJ1aBHBIM COKOJIBHUYHM.

—Ilonymare TONBKO. M 4TO Bac mpuBeno ciroaa? — B rojoce HeoObsATHOro JlkalkioHa
MIOCJIBIIIATIOCH 0’KUBJICHUE.

— OnHo, apyroe... Kak roBopsr y Hac, Bblllaj U3 rHe3qa. Ygaya OoT MeHs oTBepHysack. Ho
MHE OBl XOTeNOoChb HaWTU paboTy mpu ABope. S He paccuMThIBalO, YTO CHOBA CTaHY TIJIaBHBIM
cokoJbHUYMM. Ecnu moHanoOuTcs, s rOTOB YUCTUTH KJIETKH. ['J1aBHOE, 4TOOBI 3TO ObliIa YeCTHAs
paboTta, 3a KOTOPYI HYECTHO IUIATAT, MouTeHHbIN J[xaikioH. Ho Bel MOXeTe HE COMHEBATHCA:
HUKTO JIpyroil He Oyzaer Tak 3a00TuThcs o nrunax. I[lo mpaBne roBopsi, OHM MHE MHJIEE, YEM
JOH. .. 5l BO)KYCh C HUMH C CaMOT0 JIETCTBA.

— I1oHATHO, — MOYTEHHBIN J[[)KaNKIOH 4yTh 3aMETHO KUBHYJ M 4YTO-TO HAaCTPOYMWJ HA JIMCTE
nepraMeHTa. — 3aBTpa B 3UMHMM JBOpeEl] OTHPAaBISAIOTCS MOABOJABI co ciyramu. llepepaiite 31O
XbIOMY, OH BaM Bce 00bsAcHUT. EcTh x0THTE?

CakceH KUBHYII.

— Ilokaxkute 3TO Ha KyXHE, U BacC CErOHS HAKOPMSIT.

JlxaiikiioH npoTsaHys CakceHy KaMyIIeK, Ha KOTOpOM ObLIO 4TO-TO HapucoBaHO. CakceH B35l
3Ty CTPaHHYIO BEUIUILY M C HUYETrO HE BHIPAXKAIOIUM JIMILIOM IPUHSIICS Pa3risibIBaTh.

— D710 3HaK, nmoyTeHHbIM Dokc. MBI 1aeM Takue BCeM, KTO CIYKHUT BO aBopiie. [lo Hemy Bac
OyayT KOPMUTh Ha KyxHe. Bbl OyzieTe nosiydars /iBa /blOKa B JIeHb. 3a MUIILY U €1y Bbl HE IJIaTUTE.
VYesxkaere 3aBTpa yrpom, ¢ pacceetoM. biaronapro Bac. Cienyroniui.

Xyno# mup syduie 106poit ccopsl. [loatomy Top pemnn He Toponuts CunbBeH. B atom He
Obu10 cMbIciia. OHAKO KOTAa ropHas Jopora cjenajia ele OJuH IOBOPOT, U BIEPEIH MoKa3aucs
3MMHUH JIBOpPEL U3 CBETJIO-CEPOro KaMHs, MOJIOJIOTO JeKapsl OXBaTUIIO HETEPIICHUE.

Knyr 3necs. Ho ¢ yero oH 310 B3st1?



CunbpBeH UTO-TO paccKasblBajla Mpo 3/elIHUe MecTa, HO Top yxe He ciyman. OH eme pa3
nocnan Kiyry meiciieHHbId 30B... [la, uctopus nosTtopserca. Bce Ta ke Bs3kas MycToTa — W
cnalObIii OTKIIMK, TIOXOXXKHHM Ha 9X0. Hedro moxokee oH uyBcTBOBajn emie Buepa. Celuac OHU
noabe3kanu Kk Humy, 1o nTuysero ABopa octaBajioch pyKoi NoJaTh, ...

— ... Te0e He KaxeTtcs? — cipocuiia CuibBeH.

— IIpoctute, Bame BenuuecTBo?

— Tsl He crplllIaN HU CJIOBA U3 TOTO, YTO s TOBOpUJIa. Sk TakoMy He npuBbIKia. Top.

OpHako 0JIrO THEBAThCSI OHA HE MOTJIA.

— Ilonarato, Tl {yMaenib 0 CBOEM COKoJie?

— Ha, — npusHaics Top.

— Moet ObITh, 00BSICHHUIIB, TOUEMY OH TaK MHOTO JIJIsl Te0s1 3HAUNUT?

— botock, Tl MHE He noBepulllb, CUIIbBEH.

Omna noxasna rjiedyaMu U CHOBA OIYCTHJIA Byallb.

— Mosxert ObiTh. Ho Bce paBHO BbICHymIar0 TBOW paccka3, Topkun ['mHT. A moka... m00Opo
M0YKaJI0OBAaTh B MOW 3UMHHI JABOPELL.

[ToBO3KM OCTaHOBUJIUCH.

— AX, MHE TaK 3/1eCh HPaBUTCSl, — KOPOJIEBA BHITJISIHYJIA HAPYXKY U C HACJIAXKICHUEM BJIOXHYJIa
MIPOXJIAAHBIA BO3IYX.

— bencun Bac xzet, Bame BenmuectBo, — cooOmmnia BepHasi Xela, momMorasi KopoJeBe BbIITH
u3 KapeTsl. — Ml KaMHHBI y)Ke TOISATCS.

— Cmacu6o, Xena. Kak xopo1io croia Bo3Bpamarbesi, BEPHO?

MarsneHbKHIl TOJICTSYOK, KOTOPBIM CTOSUI Yy BOPOT JABOpLIA, pacTHUpas PYKH, MOKIOHUIICA
KOPOJIEBE — HU3KO, NOYTUTENIbHO. OH TaK U CHUSUI palyllueM.

— C Bo3BpamienueM, Bamie BennyectBo. J[oOpo moxanoBatb.

— 3npaBcTByH, bencun, — orBetuna CuibBeH, J0XKIABIIUCh, KOTJAa OH BbIIpsAMUTCA. — Pana
T€Os1 BUJICTD.

— Bce roroBo, Bame BenmnuecTBO, BCe, Kak BbI JiroOWTE. Panbl mMpuBETCTBOBATH BalIeTo
rocts, — bencnH noknonwics Topy, KOTOPBIN CTOSUT 4yTh OOJAJIb.

— Ilo#inem, Top, — mporoBopuiia koposesa. — Snokaxy Tede CBOU JIIOOUMBbIE MECTa.

Ho 1yt pa3gancs nukyrooumuil BoIulb, ¥ MajleHbKas AeBouka noadexana Kk CunbBeH. CMmesich,
KOpOJieBa 3axJIonala B J1aJIolu, OOHsIa IEBOUKY U ocMoTpena Ha Topa.

— Mos camas 6osbinas 110008k, Caripert.

U Top moknonuics Oyaymiei koposiese Kumpeca.

Crnenyromryro napy aaeit Top O0b11 camo Teprierre. OH pa3BiieKall KOPOJIEBY U €Al BU, YTO
€ro BOCXHMIIAET BCE, YTO OHA MOKa3piBaeT. CKopee BCEro, eMy He MPUILIOCH OBl IPUTBOPSTHCH. . .
ecii ObI HA CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO, KOTOpOE He ToKuaio ero. Kiryr 3nece, B Hume.

3nanue nBopia ObUIO MPOCTHIM, HO YAMBUTEIBHO KPACHBBIM M YTOIAJIO B CaJaX — BCE ITO
HECJIO Ha ce0e HEYJIIOBUMBIN OTIIEYaTOK M3BICKAHHOM MPOCTOTHI, KOTOpas oTiaudana camy CHIIbBEH.
N nmaxe ecnmu Ob1 He OBUIO HHM CafoB, HU JaBOpHA... OT OAHOrO BUIA 3TOW MOJMHBI HAYHMHAIIO
meMuth cepaie. Co BcexX CTOPOH OKpY:KEHHasi TOpaMu, OHa OblIa HAaJEKHO 3alHIEHa OT 3UMHHX
BeTpoB. Top 4yBCTBOBaI, KaK €ro Jylly HOHEBOJIC HAMTOIHSET TIOKOM.

Ho oHm uimm 371ech YK€ HECKOJIBKO JTHEW, U eMy He TepIeloch BO30OHOBUTH Noucku Kiryra.
Ceroanst HOYb BBIIAJIaCh 0COOCHHO OecroKoHOM, 1 TOp OMOMHMIICS JIMIIB TTOCIIE TOTO, KaK MOHSI,
YTO CTOWT y OKHA CHAJIBHA U CMOTPHT Ha TOPBI, IIOYTH HEBHIUMBIC BO Mpake. OH OpochI B3I Ha
noxe, riae cnana CunbseH. [locne yxxuna, paau koroporo Paiik npes3omen cam ceds, Top ycTpoun
el mup WHOro poja, HE MeEHee pa3HOOOpa3HbI U H3BICKAHHBIN... BOUCTHUHY KOPOJIEBCKHIA.
Momnonoit nekappb yabioHymcs. Ecin 661 MOXKHO OBIJIO OTPEUIUTHCS OTO BCEX TPEBOT, KUThH 3]1€Ch C
CunbBeH, Haclnaxaasch MOKoeM U cuactheM. Koposesa moOut ero. UtoOsl 3TO MOHATH, HE HAJO
YMETh YUTAaTh MBICIU — JOCTATOYHO MOCMOTPETh, KaK OHA JIOBHT KaxJoe ero japrkeHue. OHa
HY)XJIaeTcs B ero JtoOBH, M 3TO muTaeT ee crpacts. Opnako Top 3HAN, YTO HUKOT/AA HE TOJIOOUT
CunbBen. Iloka sxuBa Dnmcca, MOKa OH caM MOXKET JIBIIIATh, €r0 Cepale He OyneT NMPUHAICKATh



HUKaKO# npyro# skeHmmHe. OH HUKOTJa HE Pa3OOHT €e... BO BCIKOM Cilydae, y Hero He Oyaer
KCHIIUHBI CTOJIb ke kemaHHOH. [loctens — coBcem npyroe nemo. EMy HpaBHUTCS JOCTaBIATH
YIIOBOJILCTBHE JKCHIIMHAM M CaMOMYy IIOJIydaTh yaoBoJbcTBHE. Ho 3TO0 He mo6oBb. CBoto
HCTUHHYIO J11000Bb OH BeTpeTusl B MsitHoM Jlosie, B neHb Tanua L{BeToB, a motom cHOBa 00per ee B
noazemMHon onbnuotexe Kapemboma. leBare pa3 nyna nan Cepaiem JlecoB craHOBUIIaCh TOJIHOM
¥ CHOBA McYe3alia, U BCE 9TO BpPEMs OH HE 3HaJ HUYEro, kpome Jro0Bu. U mepes Tem, Kak KaMHHU,
OpoIleHHbIE METKOW pyKkoW manavya, oOOpBaiM JKH3Hb €ro Tela, OH CHOBAa OIIyTHJI €e
MIPUKOCHOBEHHUE. DIMcca, KOTOpas CTosla Ha OajKOHEe, MOCIEeTHHH pa3 Japuia €e eMy, CBOeMY
MYXKY, CBOEMY BO31t00JeHHOMY. OHU cO3/1aHbl ApYr Ui Apyra U OoJjblle HHU Ui KOro. Diucca
TOXE HUKOT/1a HUKOTO HE TOJIIO0UT.

Top MOHAN, YTO CMOTPUT TyAa, TJ€ HECKOJBKO YacoB Haszal ceio coyiHie. Tam, B Jecy,
KOpOJIEBA JAEPKUT CBOUX NTHILL. TaM, Cyas 1o Bcemy, cnut Kiyr.

OH mpeIokKUT yCTPOUTh Nmup B jecy. CHIIBBEH 3TO MOHPABHUTCS, a 3a0JHO MOKHO OyIeT
nonbiTathest HaTH Kiyra. [IpekpacHo.

OH naxe HE JOTaJbIBAJICA, YTO MPSIMO y HEro IMOJ OKHOM, XKys XJ1e0 C JIOMTEM XOJIOJIHOU
roBsiiuHbl, cuaut Caxced. Kiyk mpuexan, Korja COJIHIE TOJbKO OMYCTHJIOCH 3a TOpbI, a C
paccBeToM JOJDKEH Obul mpHUCTynuTh K pabote. CakceH He Tepsul BpemeHH. OH yxe ycmen
pa3bICKaTh MOYTEHHOr0 XbIOMa, O KOTOPOM €My ToBOpuJ TOJCTAK [[xaiknoH. IloHsaTHO, 4YTO
YeJIOBEKY, KOTOpBIM JaBHO HMeEJ JAEN0 C NTHUIAMH, HE MOHAaJOOUTCS MHOTO BPEMEHH, 4YTOObI
pazo0naunth camo3Bania. Ho mHoro nu Hamo, ytoObl Haitth Kiryra? A Tam... CxBaTuTh U OexaTh
— JIypHO€ JIEJI0 HEXUTPOE.

st Toro uToObl moaAepkath Oeceny ¢ XbIOMOM, €r0 3HAaHUN OKa3aloCh JOCTATOYHO. Y
kopouist Jlopuca ObuTO uyeThIpe scTpeda, a y AcTpeOoB U COKOJIOB MHOTO oOiero. Jlopuc rooui
OXOTHUTbCs C sicTpedamu, U CakceHy JTOBOJAMIIOCH Bble3kKaThb ¢ HUM Ha O0XOTy. Bo Bpems stux
noe3 ok CakceH MepeKUuHYsICsl He OJHOM Mapoi CIIOB C IBYMsI JJOBUUMHU, KOTOPbIE MPUTPABIUBAIN
sAcTpeOOB, U 3alOMHMJI JIOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI Ie€pBasi BCTpEYa C TJIABHBIM COKOJBHUYMM IIpOIILIa
TJ1aJIKO.

Cakcen nonpocus XpioMma rnokaszars ntull. CosHie noyTtu ceno, Ho CakceH He COMHEBAJICS:
CBOETO COKOJIa OH HE CITyTaeT HU C KaKUM JIPYTUM Jake B TeMHOTE. [ 1aBHOE, 4TOOBI OH OBLIT 3/1ECh.
Ho... To, uTo oH yBuzen, ObUIO AJIT HETO KaK HOXK B CEP/IIE.

— DTO BCE NTHUIBI? — CIIPOCUIT KIIYK, CTapasCh HE BbIIATh Pa304apOBaHUS.

— Her. Ectb eme aBe, HO oHU He 31ech. Mou peOsta 3a0paiu X CErOJHS YTPOM, YTOObI
HEMHOTO MPUTPABUThH IEpesa KOpoJieBCKOW oxoTol. OHM y Hac HENaBHO, IYCTh JUIIHUHA pa3
OTBENAIOT KUBOM ITU4M, TOTJa JIy4llle TOKaxyT ceds nepen Ee BennuecTBoOM.

Ecnu 651 ero oTyasiHue ObIO KAMEHHOW TUTMTOM, JISXKAIIEH y HeTO Ha TPyAd, U XbIOM CHSUI €€
coOcTBEHHbIMH pyKamu, CakceH He NMOuYyBCTBOBaJl Obl Takoro oOnerdenusi. HoBble. MoxHO He
COMHEBATbhCs: OJ[HA U3 3TUX nTull — Kiyr.

— W xak BaM 3TH HOBBIC MTHIIBI?

— Itunst? A, atu cokosnsl... C HopoBoM. Hy, Thl 3Haelb, TaKue HHOTI' /1A OTAIAI0TCS.

XbIOM MHOTO3HAYHUTENIBHO TTovecasl Hoc, 1 CakceH KuBHYI. Bce Ob110 MOHATHO 6€3 CIOB.

—3a TOrOo, 4YTO TOMOJIOXKE, sI CIIOKOE€H. A BOT BTOpoH... YUymo, a HE COKOJI, HO CO
CTPAHHOCTSIMH. 3HaelTb, KaKk OyJATO BCE BpEeMs yMaeT O YeM-TO cBoeM. Jlymaro, eMy MpoCTO HaJo
MIPUBBIKHYTh. XOTS, €CIIU pa3o0paThcs, OH y HAac AaBHO. [IpuxomuTcst aepkarbh €ro B OTIENIbHOMN
KJIETKE — cocellell OH He Ha JyX He nepeHocuT. Eciu ero He Tporartb, OH Tak UM CHUIUT, Yy4eJIo
gyyyenoM. OJIMH U3 HalIMX MaJlbYMILEK Mpo3Bai ero MepreenioM. CUAUT, CUJIUT, U HU 3BYKa. 3aTO
jeTaer, Kak ntuna 6oros! BeicTpo, CUIBHO — 5 B KU3HU HUYETrO Kpacusee He Buaed. [loatomy 1 ¢
HUM Hu Oploch J0 cux mop. W emie: ero mpuxoauTcs HOCTOSHHO 3aKpblBaTh, WHA4Y€ €ro He
yruxomMuputb. Korja €ro TOJBbKO-TOJIBKO NPUBE3NH, Mbl CHSJIM KI0Oydok, u 3ps. OH Hauan
KOJIOTUTBCS O IPYThsl, CIOBHO XOTEN UX BbUIOMAaTh, UyTh HE YOMJICS, NEPENOIOMIMII APYrUX NTHUILL.
Msi1 ¢ HUM ene cripaBWINCh. [lymaro, Teneps OH 3a0bLT CBOOOIY M MPUBHIK. YBepeH, Ee BennaecTBo
OyneT oT Hero B BocTtopre. Bumen ObI ThI, Kak OH ObeT auub! OHA JHOOUT NTHI], KOTOPHIE HEMHOXKKO



JTMKOBATHI.

— IpaBna?

Ecnu npaBpa, To Cakceny He ObLJI0 HUKAKoOro Jiena /10 BKycoB Ee BenuuecTBa — OH 3ajall 3TOT
BOIIPOC JIMIIb TMOTOMY YTO MOJOXEHHE 00s3piBasio. Bce, 4To ObLIO A HEro Ba)kKHO, OH YK€
yCIbIan. IToT cTpaHHbIi cokos — Kimyt. Hukakux comHeHu.

Korpa Cakcen BepHyics, ero okinuknyn Paiik. Hano e kakoil MOJOJEHbKUN MapHUILKA, a
YK€ KOPOJIEBCKUH TOBAp.

OueBunHO, OH 3aMeTwl, Kak CakceH OKOJauMBajCs y BXOJla Ha KyXHIO, HaJesCh MOIY4YUTh
no0aBky. Paiik ObL1 Bcerjia paJy HAKOPMUTD JIHOO0TO U € YOBOJBCTBUEM COTBOPUII JJIsl KIIyKa HEUTO
HEOObIYHOE Ha BU/I, HO ONPEIEIEHHO BKYCHOE.

[Toxosxe, aToMy peOEHKY JTOBOJIBHO W XJIeO Hape3aTb, YTOOBI MOJYYMSIOCh BKYCHO, ITOyMall
Cakcen. OH cujen noJ 3Be3HbIM HEOOM U CMOTpEI Ha TOPbl, KyAa TOJIBKO YTO CEJIO COJIHIIE... HE
3Has1, TopkuH ['MHT TOKE CMOTPUT B Ty k€ CTOpOHY. Tyna, rae 1oskeH HaxoauTbes: Kiyr.

[To nmpubsITHN BO ABOpel ['0T mocTapasics HUKOMY HE MOMaAaThCs Ha ria3a. ITo 0Ka3ajoch
HECJIOKHO: TOocleAHUH 0003 eBa MOJ3 MO TOPHBIM J0pOoraMm, a IMOBO3KU TSDKEIO CKpHIIENH,
JIOBEpXY HarpyXeHHbI€ TIOKAMH, CYHAYKaMH U KOp3MHAMH, CPeld KOTOPbIX IOTUIUCH Jtoau. Eciu
JepkKaThCsl MOJANbIIEe OT KOPOJIEBBI U Te€X, KTO MPUCITYKUBAET TOJbKO €H, HUKTO HUYEro He
3anono3put. B ropoackom gBopue ObiBiIMK WHKBU3UTOpP YK€ yCHeNl HNpPUMEIbKAaThCS, XOTS
PHCKOBATh BCE )K€ HE CTOUJIO.

l'or Hamen cebe MaleHbKYH0 KOMHATKy B JaJbHEM KpbLI€ 3UMHEro JBOpIA, KOTOPOM,
MIOX0’K€, HUKTO HE MM0Jib30BaJcs. OH peniui, 4yTo CrIpsyeTrcs B HeM M JOXKIETCS MOMEHTa, Korja
CMOKET HapsAIUThCS B IUIaThe M ByaId DJIMbI. 3/1€Ch HUKTO M3 CIIY)KaHOK TaK HE OJeBajcs, HO
MOJKET ObITh, 32 CTEHAMHU JBOPLIA OHU TOKE 3aKPBIBAIOT JIUa?

Tepnenue, eme pa3 tepnenue, gyman ['ot, 6apabaHs magpliaMu MO MOJOKOHHUKY. BhIBIINIA
WHKBU3UTOp CTOSAT y OKHA U CMOTpEIN, Kak pa3rpyxkaroT moBo3ku. Hu B koeMm ciyyae Hemb3s
MpHUBJIeKaTh K ce0e BHUMaHHE. MOXKET ObITh, €r0 3aMETUT KTO-TO U3 HMPUCIYTH... DTO HEBAXKHO.
['maBHOE, YTOOBI O €ro MOSIBJICHUM HE y3Haia KopoJieBa. OHa He nmpuriacuia ero B Hum — 3Hauur,
HE JIOBEPSIET.

OH HUKOTJla HE HpaBWJICS >KEHILMHAM, HO Jeso He B 3ToM. KoponeBa CuiibBeH 10CTaTOYHO
yYMHa, 4TOOBbI OILIEHUTh €r0 COBETHI 110 TIOCTOMHCTBY. HensBecTHO, mocneayeT oHa UM WX HET... HO
OHa cllyllaja, OHA 3aJaBaja BOIPOCHI, OHA 3HAET, YTO OH ObUI JaJEKO HE MOCIETHUM YEJIOBEKOM B
Tane. 3Hauur, eme He Bce MOTEPSIHO. IHKBU3UTOP OLICHUII €€ KUBOW YM €Iie TP MEePBOM BCTpeUe:
Y3HaB, 4YTO €ro CIACUTENIM CIIY)KaT B KOPOJIEBCKOM CTpake, OH TYT € IOCTapalicsd NepenaTh
KOpoJieBe Mpock0y 0 BeTpeye. JlocTarouHo o1HOTO B3risAa, YTOOBl OTIMYUTh YMHYIO JKEHUIIUHY OT
nypouku. M kopoiieBa, moxoxe, cpa3dy IOHsUIa, C KEM €€ CBella CyAb0a — MHaue MouyeMy OHa
no3Bosuiia ['oty octarsest Bo aBopue? [lpaBna, B Kpyr JOBEpEHHBIX JIOEH OH Tak U He Boiuen. He
MpeIoKKjIa OHa €My U MecTa IpH JABOpE, XOTS OHU MHOro OeceroBaiu. B oCHOBHOM pa3roBop
men o Tane, kopone Jlopuce u xoponeBe Havipuu. U Dnuccanape Keun. CtpanHo, moyemMy BO
BpeMsI TIocTeIHEN Oecebl KOpoJieBa paccipanrBaia ero 00 3Ton KeHITnHe?

W nouemy nyctuna B cBoro mnocrenb Topkuna ['mata? [{ns ['ota 310 OBUIO Kak coJjib Ha
OoTKpbITYI0 paHy. On HeHaBuaen Topa. Ho CuibBeH He 100 OCTagoCh HACHaXJaThCS HOBBIM
JMO000BHUKOM... ['0T pocran w3 KapmaHa KpOLICYHBIH MYy3bIPEK, B KOTOPOM CJ1ab0 PO30BEIU
HECKOJIBKO Kanenb coka. Appak. Bot 4yTo nomoxer emy pacnpaButhcs ¢ TopkuHOM ['HHTOM.

[Ty3pIpex ObLI KYIUIEH Y OJHOTO KapaJyHCKOTo JieKapsi. DTOT JieKapb IpoJall eMy U Ipyroe
cHaJ00be, U3TOTOBJIEHHOE U3 TOM K€ CaMOM STOJIbI.

Onupasch Ha MOTEPTHI, NOTEMHEBIIUI OT BPEMEHH IMPHIABOK, CYXOHBKHI MOPLIMHUCTHIN
CTapuU4OK pacckasbiBai 10Ty, Kak MPUHUMATh CUPOIl appaka, 4YToObl OYMCTUTDH TEJIO OT CTPAKKH U
MEPEeKUTh COMYTCTBYOIIKME 3ToMy Oosu. [loTom, HEXOpOIIO YXMBUIBHYBIIHCH, JIEKaph JOCTall
U3-TI0J] IPUJIABKA ellle OJHY OyThUIOUKY — COBCEM KPOXOTHYIO, U3 BUTOrO cTekia. Ee conepxumoe
ObL710 OJICTHO-PO30BBIM, MIOYTH OECIIBETHBIM.

— CBeTJIBIN — ISl KU3HH, PO30BBIN — JUIsl CMEPTH, — OH moAMUTHYN. — U Bce appak. Tonbko



He Bce 00 ITOM 3HAIOT.

— 910 s11?

— Camblii cTpalHblid, caMblif OBICTPBIH 57 Ha cBeTe. Kak MonHUs — ObeT 00JIbHO, HO YOUBaeT
OBICTpO.

— S xymmro ero, — kaszan ['oT.

— Bu1 yBepenb? Thicsiua JbIOKOB 3a 3Ty MaJICHbKYIO OYTBIJIOUKY.

VY mens ectb, — ['0T noJie3 B Kollesek, 1 Kydka MOHET Ha IPHIJIaBKe BhIPOCIa BIBOE.

— Ho 6ynpTe 0cTOpOoKHBI, MOUYTEHHBIN. OHON KaIlIu 10BOJIBHO, YTOOBI YOUTH YellOBEKa.

Teneps nmpuIIO BpeMs IPOBEPUTH CIOBa cTapuka. Beero ogna karmisd... 1 Topkun ['uHT yxe
HUKOI'/Ia HE OTPaBUT XKU3Hb DnMuay ['oTy.

Top momnsics, Korga KoposjeBa enie crnaja. EMy He cnajnoch — OH IPUKOPHYIN JIMIIb
HEHAJ0JIr0, HO TYT K€ MPOCHYJCcs cHOBa. OH Ja)ke 0JIeNics, CJIOBHO 3TO MOIJIO MPUOJIU3UTH PACCBET.
Korpa CunbBeH HakoHel] 3alieBesuiach, Top CKIOHWICS HaJl HEIO U MOLEI0Bal.

— Bceragaii, CuibBeH.

— 3auyem? Jlyuie To1 1o>kuch. Y mOKaku, Kak Thl MEHS JIFOOUILIb. . .

l'onoc y Hee ObLT COHHBIN, @ CII0OBA CAMHU CJIETAJH C I'Y0.

— Bceragsaii, CunbBen. S npuayman koe-4to noiy4iie. Tebe noHpaBuUTCs.

Koponesa npuoTkpsLia riasa.

— Tsl yxe ozeT? — oHa mpou3Heca 3TO TaK, CJIOBHO y3Haja O FOCyJapCTBEHHOW H3MEHE.

— Xouelb y3HaTh, 4TO s npuaymai? — Becesno crpocui Top.

CunbBeH npounctuia ropio. OHa yxe MnoHsjia, 4yTo A0 Bedepa Topa B ocTesb He 3aTallUTh.

— Paccka3piBaid, — 0TO3BaJIaCh OHA U BEXKJIMBO 3€BHYJIA.

— Iup B necy. Catipen Oyaet mpocTo B BocTopre!

— Xopomasi MbICHb... — 3aAyMyuBO Tmpom3Hecina CHIbBEH, CHOBA OTKHJBIBAICh Ha
nonyuiky. — Ho B necy enie temHo. ..

— Tsl cornacua?

— O... — OoHa OKOHYATEIBHO MPOCHYACh. — S mpuKaxky Xee 3TUM 3aHSAThCS.

— He nano, s cam. A Thl HE TOPOTIHUCH, COOMpAIiCs. ..

BeIxons U3 cnianbpHu, OH yCIIBIIIAN €€ CTOH.

CakceH BMecCTe ¢ IByMS CIIyraMH YMCTUJ KJIETKU. boJblie 310 mopyduTh ObLIIO HEKOMY: BCEX
OCTaIBHBIX XbIOM OTIPABWII HATACKUBAThH ITHII.

— K nmpuxony Ee BenuyectBa Bce 10JKHO OnecteTh! — mpukasan OH. — S TOJBKO YTO y3HAI:
CeroJiHsI OHAa OTIpABJIAETCA B JIEC W TOYHO 3aX04yeT NpoBedaTh NTHUI. A 3aBTpa, HaBEpHO,
OTIPABUTCS HA OXOTY.

[Tocnenntoro (pa3y OH MPOU3HEC TaK, CIIOBHO U3BHHSUICA 3a 3TO ME€PE]l BCEM MUPOM.

CakceH He BO3pa)kajl IPOTUB YUCTKHU KieToK. C 3TUM 3a/laHueM OH CIIPABUTCS C Takoil ke
JIETKOCTBIO, KaK M CaMBIH OTBITHBIN COKOJbHUYHIA.

— A r1e Bal ynpsiMbIii COKOJI? — HEOPEXKHO CIIpocui OH. — S| He Xouy, YTOObI OH MPOOUIT MHE
roJIOBY, KOTJIa 5 10JI€3y K HEMY B KJIETKY.

— O, He Gecriokoiics. S He coOuparoch CHUMAaTh ¢ HEro0 KJIOOYYOK, TaKk YTO OH OYyIeT CUIETh
tuxo. K ToMy e u B KJIeTKe-TO ero yxe AaBHO HeT. ThlI yxke craji, Korjaa ero nNpuHeciIu U3 jieca, a
yTpoM onsith yHecau. CeroHs Mbl nokaxkeM Ee BennuecTBy, Kak OH JIETaeT.

— [NonsitHO, — KUBHYA Cakced. OH OB OECKOHEYHO pa304apOBaH.

— O, — nponomxkan XbpiOM, KOTOPBIH 10-CBOEMY HCTOJIKOBAJl €0 OTBET, — Bbl C HHUM €IlIe
nozHakomutech. Jlymaemib, cymeemib ero nepeBocnutarb? IlomnpoOyil, TONbKO CHadaiza MOMOTH
3/1ech pedsTam, a K MOITYAHIO MOJX0AU B CEBEPHYIO POILLY.

— Xopo1io.

CakceH HeMHOTo ycnokomicsa. OcTalloch OTEPIIETh COBCEM HEMHOTO.

OH 3akoHYMJI paboOTy ropas/io paHblie, 4eM JyMad XbIOM, HO TOpPYaTh y KJIETOK €My ObLIO
HEBBIHOCHMO, U KJIYK, MOCHENUIHO YMBIBIIMCH M IEPEOAEBIINCH, Nocremul B jec. CoHie ObLIo



YK€ BBICOKO, M OH CKOPOTAaeT BpPEMsl, HaClIaKasiCh OJIMHOYECTBOM, a 3a0JJHO 00/1yMaeT, Kak MOXKHO
CKPBIThCS ¢ NOXUIIEHHbIM KityToMm.

BriOpaB yioTHOe MecTeuko B KycTapHuke, CakceH yceics M JIOCTall M3 KapMaHa ChbIp,
KOTOPBIM HE yCIIeN CheCTh YTPOM, U NMOTpy3wics B pa3MbliieHus. OH JioMall roJIOBY HaJl TeM, Kak
coexats u3 Huma ¢ Kinyrom, BepHYTbCSI B rOpoJ U CecTh Ha KakOH-HUOYIb Kopaliab. Jto Oynmer
HEJIETKO: JIEHET Y HEero He OCTajoCh, K TOMY K€ CKOPO €ro oObsBSAT OErjibiM MpecTynmHuKoM. B
ornnuue oT Kiyra, oH He ymeer netartb... Jla, 6onbioil HegocTatok. MoXeT, yacTcsl yKpacTh B
Hume nomanp u BEIMTpaTh XOTh HEMHOTO BPEMEHH?

Bre3annHO ero BHMMaHWE MPUBIEK 3BYK IIAaroB. Bckope Ha ONyIMIKy BbIIIENT KAaKOM-TO
yenoBek. [loutu cpa3y HesHakomer Bctall kK CakceHy CIHMHOM, U KIYK HE yCIeN pasIiisijieTh €ro
muno. [loxoxe, TOT U HE XOTeN, YTOOBl €ro BUAEIH — TO U N0 OTJISABIBAJICS, CIOBHO XOTEN
yOeIuThCs, YTO 3a HUM HHUKTO HE clequT. YenoBek ObUT HEBBICOK POCTOM, HO KpEHOK U
mupokoruiey. CakceH He MOT OTJHENaTrbCs OT MBICIH, YTO TJEe-TO €ro yxe Buien. J[Buxkenue,
ocaHka. .. Ho kto ObI 310 MOT OBITH?

Jlanplie HayauoCch HEYTO elle 0osiee CTpaHHOE: HE3HAKOMEL] CKUHYJI CBOIO TEILTYI0 KOXKAaHYIO
KYpTKY € JUIMHHBIMU pykaBamu. W 310 mpu toMm, uro B Hume yxe Hauanuch 3amopo3ku! CakceH
YIBIOHYJICS U OTJIOXHKJI B CTOPOHY sI0J0KO. 3penuine o06emano ObITh BEChbMa 3aHUMATEIbHBIM.
Yenosek Obul HE mepBoi MoofocTu. OJHAKO KaKHe y HEro Korjaa-tTo ObUiM MycKyibl! 3a roppl,
IIpOBeJIeHHBIE B IIHMpKe 3oppoca, CakceH HayYMJICS ONpeNessITh 3TO ¢ IepBoro B3risaaa. M B HUX 10
CHX IIOp OCTaeTCs cuia.

BueszanHo kiyky crano He mo cebe. OH CHIUT B KycTax M HOJIJIAIBIBAET 32 YEJIOBEKOM,
KOTOPBIM MO KaKUM-TO MPUYMHAM HILET YeAUHEHHUS... OH yKe pelins, 4To JIOJDKEH OOBSIBUTH O
CBOEM IPHUCYTCTBUH, U Pa3ayMbIBaJl, KaK CIEJaTh 3TO MOBEXKJIUBEE, HO TYT HE3HAKOMEIl JOCTall U3
CBOEro Mellka 4yTo-To yepHoe. [Toxoxe, onexay.

U Touno. [1narbe, Byanu... 3auemM MyX4YHHE KEHCKas ojexnaa’?

Hesnakomen no-npexkHemy ctosul cnuHod kK CakceHy. OH Jake He cTajl CHUMaTh CBOIO
OJIeXAY M HaTAHYyJ IUIaThe NpPSIMO IOBEpX Hee, a MOTOM HakuHyNl Byaib. Crapasch Moiydiie
npucMoTpeTbesi, CaKCeH IOIIEBENUICS U CHOYIHYJd KakKOTOo-TO 3BEpbKa, KOTOPBIM C MHCKOM
BBICKOUMJI M3 HOpku. HesHakomern pesko oOepnyicsa. Knyk 3ataun asixanue. Jla, Temepp yxe
no3aHo. Ilpunercss cuaerb THXO M HE BbICOBbIBaThCcs. Byanp Oblia omylleHa, OJHAaKO TJia3a
CTPaHHOTO YeJIOBEKa MOOJIECKUBAIN, CIOBHO Yrojbku. Ka3anoch, OH BUIUT KIIyKa, CIIPSATaBILIETOCS
B KycTax. B 3ToM B3risiie OblUIO CTOJIBKO SPOCTH, UTO Y HETO MOPO3 MPoOEXkKal Mo KoxKe.

[lepeoneBmInCh, CTpaHHBIA 4YEJNOBEK Yycencs Ha onymke. [loxoxke, OH pemwsn Tyr
3anepxkarbes. Cakcen 3amep. Ecnm on momeBenutcs, To BblaacT cedd. Ecim ocranercs, To
OMO3J1aeT K Ha3HauyeHHOMY BpeMmeHH. (CakceHa He Oecrnokomino, 4YTo XbIOM YCTPOUT €My
BbIBOJIOUKY. Ky/na BaxkHee OblI0 yOeaAuThCs, 4TO TOT CTpaHHBIA cOkosl — U B camoM gene Kiyr. Ho
eMy MpUJeTcs OM03/aTh, U C 3TUM HUYEro He mojenaenib. Eciiu KTo-To y3HaeT, 4To oH ObLI 37€Ch,
BCE MOYET 3aKOHYHUTHCS BecbMa CKBepHO. CaKCeH He MPEeJICTaBIIsll, KTO 3TOT HE3HAKOMEIl, HO €CIIU
OH U3 NPUOJIMKEHHBIX KOPOJIEBbI, ciaydail HaliTu Kiryra 60JbIiie HUKOr/1a He MPeCTaBUTCSL.

OcTaBajioch TOJIbKO OJHO: IMPUTOTOBUTHCA K JOArOMy oOkujaaHuto. W Bce-Taku, 3auem
YeJIOBEKY IpsTaThbcs B JieCy, Ja €lle B TaKOM CTpPaHHOM oJestHMH? Eciu TOJIBKO OH HE XOoueT
BbIIATh ce0sl 3a OJHY M3 KaMEpHCTOK KOpPOJEBBI... A pa3Be Takoe Jenaercsi ¢ J00pbIMU
HaMEpeHUsIMU?

I'ot, a 310 6bLT OH — He Buzen CakceHa. OH cuzaen U Toxe pa3mbluuLUl. Ero 3ambicen Obu1
IIPOCT: NEPEOAEBIIUCH CIIY’KaHKOW, OH JI0KIETCS Beuepa U MOSBUTCS, Korja nmup OyJeT B pasrape.
WHKBU3UTOP A0OCTaN U3 MEIIKA KPOIIEYHBIA My3bIPEK C appakoM, MOJHSUI MOBBILIE, U JIyd COJHIA
3aurpai B 6JIeJHO-PO30BOM KUIKOCTH. ['OT THXO 3aKynaxTaj U CpsATal IMy3blpeK B KapMaH IJIaThsl.

Jlaxke HEUCKYIICHHBIM B Takux jenax CakceH MOHSI, YTO B ATOM MaJeHbKOW CTEKIITHHOU
OYTBUIOYKE MOXET OBITh TOJIBKO 5i71. Tak KOTro XoueT youTh 3TOT uenoBek? Koponery, koro xe emre!
Tenepp u aymMarh Hedero o TOM, uToObl yiTu oTciona. Hamo y3Harh, 4TO 3aayman CTpaHHBII
HE3HAKOMELl, a €ClIi MMOHAJA00UTCSI — BMEIIAThCS U COPBaTh €ro 3J0BeL[Ue IJIaHbl. TOJbKO BOT B
ropjie NepuIuT, Kak Hazjo... CakceH yxke MoayMmall, YTO HE CMOXKET CHAEp)KaTbCid, HO TYT



HE3HAaKOMeILl BCTaj, MOJHSUI CBOM MEIIOK W CIHpsTal MOJ JIEpPEeBOM, a IOTOM 3amiaraji Mpoyb U3
POLIUIIBI — Ty/a, T/ie OJIMKE K Bedepy JOJIKHBI ObUIM yCTpauBaTh IUP.

Cakcen mnocnenoBan 3a HuUM. [la, moucku Kiyra mpunercs otnoxuts. Ho ecnu ynmacrtes
OCTAHOBUTH HETOJSIsl U CIACTU KU3Hb KOPOJIEBBI... KTO 3HAET, MOKET OBbITh, OHA BBICIYILIAET €ro
pocb0y U BEPHET EMY COKOJIa.

N onu ¢ Knyrom yenyr orcrona. Bmecre, xuBbIe U HEBpEAUMBIE.

XbIOM Hayajl ¢ MHOTOCJIOBHBIX M3BUHEHUNH. OJIMH M3 HOBBIX COKOJIbBHUYHMX TJ€-TO 3aCTPSL
Ho Topy He 6b110 fena HU 10 XblOMa, HU JI0 €r0 HEPaJWBOIro MOMOIIHUKA. OH CMOTpeI Ha JIBYyX
MY)XYHH ¢ TpeMs cokosiamu. OauH ObL1 3aMeTHO KpymHee Apyrux. Kinyr? Coumkom ganeko. Jlaxe
30pkue ria3za Topa He MOTJIM HUYETO pas3riiaeTh.

OH mo3Baj U CHOBA yCibIIIaJl OTKIIMK, MOX0XKHUI Ha 3X0. Kazanocs, cepalie ceifuac BICKOUUT
u3 rpyau... Ho Tyt CunbBeH U riaBHbINA COKOJIBHUYUN CHOBA OTBJIEKIIH €T0.

— D10 moYTeHHBIH XbIOM, TJIABHBIA YeJOBEK B MoeM nTHYHHKe. OH JH00E3HO COTJIacCHIICs
IIPOBECTH HAC IO CBOEMY KOPOJIEBCTBY, YTOOBI Thl CMOT HAWTH CBOErO COKOJA... A JiJIsl Hayajla OH
XOYeT M0Ka3aTh HaM HOBBIX NTHULl. OH CUUTAET, YTO MHE MOHpaBUTCS... Thl HEe IpoTuB, Top?

— Koneuno, Her, Bame BennuectBo, — otBeTrs1 Top. — Iloxkanyiicta... Jlymar, MHE TOxke
MTOHPABSTCS BAIY NTHILIBI.

['maBHBIN COKOJIBHUYMI CHOBa MOKJIOHWICA M MaxHyJl CBOMM NoMouiHHKaMm. OJHa U3 NTHUIL
B3JIeTENa, ONKCala KPACUBBINA MOJIYKPYT... COKONBHUYMNA OT/AN el KaKOW-TO MpHKa3, U COKOJI, HE
NOKUJAsICh MOBTOPEHUS, BEPHYJCS HAa PYKY COKOJBHMYErOo M BLEMUJICS KOITSMH B TOJICTYIO
[epyaTKy.

XbIOM MIOCMOTPEN Ha KOPOJIEBY.

— MHe o4eHb MOHpaBWIIACh Clenyomas nruua, Bame BennyecTBo. Takux COKOJIOB MPOCTO HE
ObIBaeT.

W oH cHOBa 5an 3HaK cBOeMy NMOMOIIHUKY. Top yBHJeN, KaK TOT CHsUI KJIOOY4OK C TOJIOBBI
COKOJIa, MOAOPOCUII ITUILY B BO3IYX... U BETEP 3arell 0/l €€ MOIYYMMHU KPbUIbSIMHU.

— AX, Kakoe 4yJ10, — IpOroBOpuia KOpoJjena.

— 5l pan, uTto OH BaM NoOHpaBuJics, Baiie Be1ruecTBo, — ¢ MOKIOHOM OTO3BaJICS XbIOM.

Coxkou cTpenoil momyascsi BHU3, IOTOM CHOBA B3MBLI. ..

Orot noner Top He cnyranm O6b1 HM ¢ yem. Kiyr. OH modyBCTBOBajJ, Kak Ha TIJjia3a
HaBOPAuMBaIOTCS CJIE3BL.

«KiyT, crapsiii Opoasra! HakoHern-to st Te0st Hamem.

Coxkon kauHyscs B Bo3ayxe. OH HalloMUHaII YeloBeKa, KOTOPOro OKIMKHYJIH, KOT/1a OH TOr0
HE OXKHJaJl.

— Yto Takoe? — HeoyMeHHO crpocuiia CUIbBEH.

XbIOM CMYILIEHHO MTPOYUCTHUI TOPIIO.

— D-3-3... On HeMHOTrO AUKOBaT, Baie BeandyectBo. Ho MBI ero HaTacKUBaeM.

Ho Top yxe nodyBcTBOBaJI, 4TO CBsI3b pasyMoB crana npouyHoil. Kazanocs, Kityr nuraer ee,
KaK POJHUK PEKY.

«Kiyt, He Bo3Bparaiics kK cokobHUUbeMY. OcTaBaiicsi B BO3yXe».

«Top?» — 3HaKOMBIN HU3KHI rojloc CHOBA 3a3Bydal y Hero B ymax. Kyt kak OyAaTo He Bepui
ceoe.

Top co Bcex HOT nmobesxan Tyaa, e Kpyxkui cokoi. Koponesa 4to-To kpuyasna emy BCiel, HO
3TO OBLJIO HEBAXKHO.

— Knyr! — 3akpuuan oH, 4ToObl BCE MOIJIM €r0 CIbIIATh. — JIeTH, MO HpeKpacHbId COKOJL.
Jletn npous!

CokonpHuune ObuM B spocTU. Kakol-To dyxe3emel NbITaeTcsl MpUKa3bplBaTh UX NTHLE!
XbIOM OpOCHJICS BJIOTOHKY.

— Ilourtennsiii ['unt! He kpuunte Ha Mmoero cokosa. OH TakoW MyTJIUBBIH. . .

— Huuero on He mnyrmmBeii, OonBaH! — psBkHyn Top. OH 3amo3gano yAWBHUIICS CBOEH
PE3KOCTH, HO MEHATh 4TO-IM00 ObLI0 M03/1HO. — M 3TO HE TBOI coko1, a MOIi!



— Top? ato Obia CunbBeH. OHa BoITIsiAena 00eCIOKOEHHOM. — Bee xoporio?

—Mmue Hukorga He Obuto saydmie, CunbBeH!— nmpokpuyan Top, 3a0biBas 000 BCEM, 4TO
MO3BOJICHO M HE TMO3BOJICHO TIpH aABope. OH cusii. — BoT on, Mo cokor!

CokonbHHYKE 3BATIU COKOJIa, HO OH MOJHUMAJICS BCE BBIILIE U BBILIE.

— OH He oOparaeT Ha HaC BHUMaHUsI, MoYTeHHBIA XbioM! CoBcem!

— 310 yxkacHo. [Ituna cromna menoe COCTOSHUE... — TJIABHBIM cokoJbHUYMM cmepun Topa
THEBHBIM B3TJIS/IOM, HO HE TTOCMEJ TOBOPHUTH TPyOUTh TOCTIO KOPOJICBHI.

— Tenepb Bbl €ro HE MOMMAaETe, — TOPKECTBYIONIE 3asiBUJI TOp M BBIpBAN KOJIIAYOK U3 PYK
OJIHOTO U3 COKOJIbHMYUX. — BBI 4TO, 3aKphIBAJIA €T0 3TOM MITYKOH?!

XptoM Mostya KuBHYJ. KoskaHblil kKJ100y4oK ObUT yCessH MOJIYyHOUHBIMU apXajuTamu. Takumu
ke, Kak Te, uto noMmemanu Topy cnactu JIokkwu.

— MoxHo, 51 ocTaBito ero cede? — cipocust Top u, He T0)KUIASICH OTBETA, CYHYJ KOJIIAYOK B
KapMaH. — A Temnepb, C Balllero MO3BOJICHUA, Baile BenuuecTBo, s JOKaXy, YTO 3TO MOW COKOJ.
[TonzoBure ero.

CoKoJIbHMYME KpUYaJIHi, Maxaiau pykamu, HO KityT o aHsUICS BBIIE U KPY>KUJI, CJIOBHO JIpa3HS
nx. Hakonerr OeHATY CIaINCh.

— A teneps cmoTpuTe, — 00bsBUI Top.

OH MbICIEHHO OKIMKHY KiyTa 1 MTHOBEHHO TIOHSUI, YTO TOT CJIBITITUT.

«41 morepnen kopaliekpylieHue, 4yTh He YyTOHYJ, Tomaj B padCTBO. A Tenepb MPUTBOPSIOCH,
YTO I10 yIIK BIIIOOJIEH B KOpPOJIeBY... U Bce paau TOTO, 9TOOBI T€OST HAUTH.

Mouiyanue. Moxetr ObITh, ¢ KityromM urto-TOo ciiyunsnoch? MoxeT ObITh, OH 0OJbllIEe HE
MOKET... I TyT y HEro B rojoBe CHOBA pa3ajcs 3HAKOMBII roJioc.

«He Tb1 01MH pa3BIIEKAIC».

Top paccmesuicsi, U OKpYXKalOLUIUE YIUBICHHO MEPEryIsiHYIUCh. YenoBeK, KOTOpBIH CTOUT
HEMNO/IBW)KHO, Tapalllach Ha KpyKallero B HeOe COKoja, U BAPYr HAUYMHAET XOXOTaTb, BBITJIAIUT
CTpPaHHO.

«KyT, moKaxu UM, 4TO Thl MOM. SIAOJIKEH 3TO I0Ka3aTh. JIeTn KO MHEY.

Jlroqu Havany mepelenTbBaThCs, MOTOM KTO-TO 3ajall Bompoc Bciayx. Oanako Top moaHec
najuen K rybam, ¥ CHOBa CTajlo TUXO. Bce B3risapl yCTpeMUINCh BBEPX — KaK pa3 BOBpEMsi, YTOOBI
YBUJETh, KaK KpacaBell COKOJ, KaKUM-TO HEBEPOATHHIM 00pa3oM pa3BEpHYBLIUCh B BO3]YyXeE,
CJIOKUJI KPBUIbS M KAMHEM T1aJaeT BHU3.

— OH cefuac B 3eMJTIO BPEXKETCsI, — TPOOOPMOTAI OJUH U3 COKOJIbHUYBUX.

— OT0 camasi yIUBHUTEIbHAS MTHIIA, KOTOPYIO S BHIIET B CBOCH JKU3HU, — 3aIBHJI XbIOM, HO B
€ro roJioce 3ByJai OmaroroBeiHsIi Tpernet. Kiryr Mmuancs Bce ObicTpee.

— Otoligute, Bame BenuuectBo, — mompocui Top, HO OCTaJbHBIE TOXE IMOCIEIOBAIA €ro
COBETY.

Eme mur, 1 cTpeMuTenbHbIi moJeT 3akoHuniics. COKOJI pa3BEepHYIICS, BBITSHYI SIPKO-KEIThIC
Jambl ¥ MPUTOTOBWICS CECTh. 1Op 3HaAN, 4To oboimercsa Oe3 mepyaTok W KparoB. OH MPOCTO
BBITSAHYN pyKy, u Knyr onmyctuics emy Ha 3amsictbe. Momutsbl Topa Obutd ycibimanbl. COKOJ
3axJI0TaJl KPBUIbSIMU, TOBEPHYJ TOJOBY M YCTaBWUJICS Ha CBOErO Jpyra KPYIJIBIMH SHTAPHBIMHU
rjla3aMH — C TaKMM BO3MYIIIEHUEM, YTO Top He ylep:kajcs U MPhICHYIL.

«Cnacu00, YTO HAKOHEI-TO J0 MEHsS JoOpaics», — cka3zain cokosl. CTapblii HACMEIIHHK
Kinyr... Top mouyBcTBOBaJ, 4TO y HEr0 MOJHUMAETCS HACTPOCHHE, U UMOKHYJ NTHUIY B KOHUYHUK
octporo kimoBa. CyJs 1o Bo3riiacaM 3a CIIMHOM, 3Ty IIYTKY OLIEHUIIH.

«MpI HUKOTJa OOJIbIIIE HE pACCTaHEMCS, APYKULIE).

Knyt dpipxnays.

«He o0emait Toro, 4To HE CMOXKEIIb BBIMOJIHUTH, TOpkUH ['MHT», — OH CHOBa 3axJyOMal
KPBUIbSIMU U CEPJIUTO MOCMOTPEIT Ha MPUOIIMKAIOIIYIOCS KOPOJIEBY.

«S mobmo Tebst, Kimyr», — oro3Bancs Top, mpepBan CBsi3b pa3yMOB M HEXKHO YJIBIOHYJICS
npasurensHuLe Kunpeca.

— Tak-Tak-tak, — CwibBeH mojabodeHmiach. — Kak s moHuMaro, sl I0JDKHA OTAATh TeOe ATy
OCCIICHHYIO NITUILY?



— 9T10 Mo# cokoJ1, Bamre BeandecTBo. Bel oOemanm.

— Koneuno, Top. OH TBO¥.

— A uT0 0H cKkaxeT? — Top KMBKOM yKa3all Ha IOYTEHHOI'0 XbIOMa.

— OH caemaer To, 9TO MPUKA3aHO.

CunbpBeH MaxHyja PYKOM COKOJBbHUYMM, M T€ HOLUIM Ipodb. Bujp y Hux Obul BecbMa
HEJIOBOJIBHBIN, & XbIOM, IIOX0KE, OBLI TOTOB YOUTH JIF0OOTO, KTO TTOJABEPHETCS MO PYKY.

— brnaromapro 3a meapocts, Bame BennuecTBO, — MOJOAOW JIEKaph OMYCTHJICS Ha OJHO
KoJieHO. — Eciiu Obl BbI TOJIBKO 3HANM, Kak MHOTO KUTyT 1711 MEHS 3HAUUT... U KaK BaXHO MHE ObLIO
€ro BEPHYTb...

B ero ronoce 6b110 CTONBKO 0€33aIIUTHON HEKHOCTH, YTO KOPOJIEBE 3aXOTEI0Ch IPOTAHYTh
PYKY U HOrJaauTh ero mo rojose. Kakoi ke OH Bce-Taku Majb4MK... Ellle MUT Hazax OH ObLI
TakuM JEp3KHM, TaKMM HAJIMEHHBIM, a TeNepb — caMO cMupeHue. Bcerma passsiid. Jla, Takon
JT000BHUK MOXKET OCUACTJIMBUTD JII0OYI0 *KeHIIMHY. W Bce ke, BHe3allHO OHa IOYyBCTBOBaJa ce0st
0EeCKOHEYHO 04eHb 0AUHOKOM. Cep/iie MoACKa3bIBaJIO €i: 3TO CUaCThe HEHA0JITO.

OpHako HU OJIHA U3 3TUX MBbICIEH, BUXpEM NPOHOCHUBIIMUXCS y HEE B TOJIOBE, HE CTala
CJI0BOM. BMmecTo 3TOro nosioxxusia pyky eMy Ha IUIeuo.

— WUnewm, Top. [laBaii otripa3zqHyem 3TO Ha NHPY, KOTOPBIHM Thl MHE 00€IIaL.

OH MOAHSUI ToJIOBY, MOCMOTPEN HAa HEE CBOMMH IPOH3UTENBHO-TOJIyOBIMH IJIa3aMH, U €€
cepalle Ha MHI 3aMepsio. Takux TIJjla3 OHa HHUKOTJAa HE BUJENA... U, MOXHO HE COMHEBATbHCA,
HuKorjaa He yBuauT. OH npekpaceH, kak Oor Ha ¢pecke, KOTOPbIMH XYA0XKHUKH PACIUCAINA CTEHbI
ee aBopua. Ho on He kaptuHa. OH xuBoii. Ee coOcTBeHHbIN 00T. OHA 1M03BOJIMIIA €EMY B3ATh ce0s 3a
PYKY U OTBECTU K MECTY, BHIOpAaHHOMY JIJIsl TUKHUKA.

«YBuaumcs nosxe, Kimyr. Mue Haio HeMHOTO MOOBITH ¢ KOpoJieBoi. Beuepom mobontaem. A
ceifuac ycrpoiics rae-HuOyb MOBBIIIE Ha AEPEBbSX, I€ T€0sI HUKTO HE JOCTaHET».

Knyr cneren ¢ ero pyku m ycrpemwics K Ompkaimend pomuie. HecoMHeHHO, UM Obl
HaIUIOCh O Ye€M IOrOBOPHUTh... HO PAa3rOBOPbl HEMHOTO NOJOXKIYT. 3aTo mojoxeHue Topa
BHE3aITHO 0Ka3aJ10Ch BECbMa IIEKOTIUBBIM.

CunbpBeH N1TaBHO HE pelanach 3aJaThb BOIPOC, KOTOPbIM Mydus €€, HO OOJblle KIaTb He
MoTJia.

— 3HAUUT, TETEPh Thl MEHS MOKUACIIIH?

Ee npsamota notpsicia Topa. OH ocTaHOBMIICS U IPUCTAIBHO MOCMOTPEN Ha CBOIO CITYTHHUILY.

— SIoMKeH 3To cenaTs.

— Tsl Hamen cBoero cokouia. [louemy Mbl HE MOKEM HACIAIUTHCSA APYT APYrom?

OHa ¢ yAMBIJIEHHEM U OTBpAILIEHUEM YyCIIbIIIaa B CBOEM T0JI0CE MOJIBOY.

— Ilotomy 4TO 5 HallIEN TOTO, paau KOro Crojia mpuesxail. A Ternepb J0JDKEH BO3BPaIaThCs.

— K Heit? — BeikpukHyna CHIIbBEH.

Ee nymmuia HeHaBUCTh — K HEMY, K cebe camoil. OHa — npaButenbHuLa Kumnpeca, oHa MOXeET
IIPOCTO IpPUKa3aTh, U OH OcTaHeTcs. Eciu nmokenaer, oHa MOKET MPUKa3aTh 3aKOBATh €ro B LN U
nepxatb B TemHuie. Urto ¢ ner TBopurcs? OHa BeieT cedsi, Kak IeBUOHKA, Y KOTOPOM MEPBBIA pa3
TOIIIA KEHCKAsi KPOBB!

— Tst npo Dnuccy? — Top mokayan rooBoil u ckasai oyeHb MsArko: — Her, CunbBeH, He K
Hel. Mbl ¢ Hell HUKOTr1a He CMOXkeM ObITh BMecTe. U ThI 3TO 3Haellb.

OH ocekcs. OH He MOI' MOBEPUTh COOCTBEHHBIM TJjla3aM: KopoJsieBa Iuiakaia. [IpuaBopHbie
yKe JKIalli UX B YCIOBJIGHHOM MECTE, HO CeiYac OH JI0JDKEH OBITh YyTKHUM, Kak HHUKoTrna. OOHSB
PBLIAIOLIYI0 KOpoJeBy, Top OTBen ee MHOJ JepeBo U mpmwxkan kK cebe. OHa Oblia JOCTOMHOMN
MIPaBUTEJILHULIEH MOTYYEro KOpPOJIEBCTBA — CHIIBHOM JTyXOM, BOJIEBOM, BIIACTHON — HO IJ1akajia, 1o
XKakJana TOro, B 4eM, IO €€ COOCTBEHHBIM CJIOBaM, COBEPLIEHHO He HyxkJanach. OHa >kaxpaana
mo0BU. JlecSITKM HEBOJIbHUKOB M3HBIBAJIM OT JKEJIaHMs YCIaauTh €e, *Jajlu, KOorJa oHa JacT
OJIHOMY U3 HUX 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTb, BOCIIOJIb3YETCSl UM, a IIOTOM OpOCHT. ..

— CunbBeH, npoury Teds, ycrnokoiics. He HyxHo rutakats. Thl 3Haelb, 4To MHE HAJI0 yexathb.
S oObsicHs. ..

— Tsl HU4Uero MHe He OOBSICHUI! — KPUKHYJIA OHA, OTTAJIIKUBAs €ro. — Thl TOBOPHUILB «CyAbOay,



HO ISt MEHSI 3TO TPOCTO CIIOBO. I HUYEro He MOHMMAK0, MMOTOMY YTO Thl MHE TaK HUYETO W HE
ckazajn. Thl BpbIBaeUIbCS B MOIO KU3Hb, B MOIO MOCTENb, KpaJelllb MOE CEpPALIE — U AyMaelllb, YTO
MOCJIE ATOTO MOXKEIIh TIPOCTO YHUTH?!

Top wusymyieHHO ycTaBwics Ha Hee. Temepp OH cam Hudero He noHuman. CioBa
OCKOPOJICHHO KESHIITUHBI 3BEHEIN Y HETO B yIIax, HO OH HE OTBAYKHUBAJICS TIOBTOPUTH UX BCIYX.

— Kpany tBOE... cepaue?

OH HaKOHEII-TO CyMeJl 3TO MIPOUIeNTaTh, HO KOpoJjeBa ycibliaina. OHa BHICBOOOAUIIACH U3 €TI0
00BATUHN U OTBEPHYJIACh, CIIOBHO 3aI103/1aJI0 HAJIES1aCh CKPBITH CIIE3bI.

—Yro mMHE cka3zaTh, 4TOOBI TeOe cranmo Jerde? — mpodopmoTan Top — Ha 3TOT pa3 4yTh
rpomue.

— [louemy?

— Ilouemy uto, Bamie BenuyectBo?

— [ToyeMy ThI HE MOKEIIb MEHS JIFOOUTH? — €€ TPSICIO, TO JIM OT PHIIAHHIA, TO JH OT SIPOCTH. —
[Touemy ThI HE MOXKEIIb CO MHOM OCTaThCs?

OH ciuuIkoM yBaxkasl ee, 4ToObl BpaTh.

— Iloromy uto s He Moo Teds, CunbBeH. S m00I0 APYryIo *KeHIKUHY. Sl He Mory OTIaTh
CBOE cep/lie JpYrou, noka oHa K1Ba.

— 3HaUMT, MHE TIPUJETCS €€ YOUTh, — Bhinanuiaa CHIbBEH.

Kazanoce, ee pasym momyTuics OT T'HEBa M CTPACTU, B I'OJIOCE MOCHBIIIAIUCH KallpU3HbIE
HOTKH.

— Ot0 TeOe Huuero He nacT. ['oBopro Tede, Thl HUKOTJa HE CMOXKEIb JOOUTHCS MOEH JTH00BHU.
Mpsl ¢ Dnuccoil nmpenHa3HayeHbl APYr ApYyry. Sl HUKOrAa He >KEHIOCh Ha Apyroi >keHimuHe. OHa
HUKOTJIa HE BBIWJET 3aMyXK 32 [PYroT0 MY>KYHHY M HAKOT]Ia HE Ha30BET JAPYrOro MY>KUMHY CBOHM.

Jla, ux myTH HUKOr/Aa He nepecekyrcs. Top He pa3 yoexxnan ce0s B 3TOM, OBTOPSIsL, UYTO OHA
TOXE CMHUPHUTCS M CTaHeT kuTh 0e3 Hero. Ho Ttenepsr mx getu Bo3BpamarTcs B Tammunop, Kyt
cniaceH, U Top npusHaics cede B TOM, Yero xeyaja Ha caMoM jejie. YToObl HUKTO, KpOME HEro, He
BOIIIEJ B KM3Hb Dincchl. YTOOBI OHA cTpajana OT TOM ke 00JH, KOTOPYIO OH HOCWI B ce0e co THS
uX pa3iyku. boib Obla €IMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO MUTAJIO €ro JII00O0Bb... U €€ J000Bb Toxke. Heyxenn
OHa cTaJia OBl CTpajaTh, €Clid Obl XOTS OBl HE HAJCSIIACh, YTO OH KUB — BOTIPEKH BCEMY?

— Jla Heyxenu? — KoposieBa cMaxHyJa ciie3bl. — Thl B 3TOM Tak yBepeH? Tebe cTouT nmpoyectb
BOT 3710, Top.

Omna noctaia u3 riry0OKOro kKapMaHa CBEpHYThI B TPYOOUKY IepramMeHT.

— OTO mociaHue NPUILIIO CeroiHsa yrpoM. BooOiie-To, roHen nmpuobul B TOpoJ] elie Buepa, HO
MOBO3KU OBLIM TOTOBBI TOJIBKO K 3akaTy... Kak s moHumaio, oHO OBbUIO HAalKCaHO e€uie [0
HOBOJIYHHS, U CAETAHHOTO HE BOPOTHILIb.

U xoponesa cynysa neprameHnt. Bun y Hee ObUT 04€Hb JJOBOJIBHBIN — UM €MY I10Ka3aJI0Ch?

Top B3su1 neprament. Emy ctano He no cebe. Jlyuiie Obl oH oTnpaBuiicst ¢ CHUIIbBEH MPSAMO Ha
IOJISIHY, COBpAJI, 4TO JIFOOUT €€... a MOTOM IpocTo coexan ¢ Kimyrom.

— Yurail, — npukazana CuiibBeH.

«Ero BenmuuectBo kopoisib Tammuuopa Jlopuc cooOmaer o mpeacTosmeM OpakocoOYeTaHUH ¢
Omuccanapoit KBun u3z nepesuu Ilyctomnas Tonb, — mpoden oH BeiyXx. — OOpydeHHe COCTOUTCS B
KOpOJIEBCKOM yacoBHE B Tasie, B mpHUCYTCTBUH 0CO00 TpHOIMKEHHBIX 0c00. Ero BemmuecTBO
Hageercs, 4ro Ee BenmuectBo koposieBa Kumpeca CunbBeH NpPUCOEAMHUTCS K Hapoay
Tannuuopa...»

UwuraTe nanpiie He Obu10 cuil. Top BUAET JUIIB AaTy HA HIDKHEW cTpouke. Eme 1o mpomoro
HOBOJIYHHUSA... a cefyac JIyHa Y)K€ CHOBa pacTeT. DJiMcca BBIIUIA 3aMYX 3a 4eJIOBEKa, KOTOPBIH
MpUKa3all ero Ka3HuTh. Teneps oHa KoposeBa TamumHoOpa.

Topy mokaszanocek, 4YTo OH HE MOXKET JblmaTh. CKOMKaB MEpPramMeHT, OH yIajd Ha KOJEHH.
CMmepTHas TocKa IIpeBpaTuia ero Teio B KOMOK 00JM, U OH 3aCTOHAJ.

VY CunbBeH TOXe pa3pbIBasioch cepue. ['HeB elle He yTuX, OHa Bce elle 0osIach MoTepsTh
Topa... HO HMYero He Moryia ¢ co0oil monenars. ONMyCTUBIIMCH PSAOM C HUM Ha KOJIEHHM, OHA
oOHMMaJa ero u ciyiiasia, Kak OH CHOBa M CHOBA IIEMYEeT UMsI IpYrOi KEHILIUHBI.



Hu Top, Hu xoponesa He 3ametmim Kiryra. JIunie B TOT MUT, KOT/1a COKOJI KOCHYJICS pazyma
cBoero spyra, Top onomuuics. EMy peako 10BOIMIOCH TaKOE CIBIILIATh: IIIyOOKHH, IEBYUH I0JIOC
Kityra 3By4an cypoBo, IOYTH KECTKO.

«Top!»

«Ona nokunyna mens, Kimyr. Dnucca mokuHyna MEHs».

«IToxunyna? Xoyemb cKa3aTh, OHA yMepia?y

«MosxHOo cunuTtath U Tak. OHa BbIILIa 3aMyXk 3a Jlopucay.

Korpa cmonkaror rosnoca, 310 eme He TUiMHA. HacTosias TUIIMHA HacTymaeT, Korjaa
CMOJIKAIOT MBICIIH.

[Torom Top cHoBa ycubiman y ceds B rojioBe rojioc Kiyra — CUIBHBIN, MCIOJHEHHBIN
yOKI€HHOCTH.

«Bcragait, Top! Tsl 320611, KTO THI €CTh, Apyr Mo#? Tsl 3a0b11, 4TO THI — ToT Camsrii? OT
Te0s 3aBUCUT Cy/Ib0a 3TOr0 MUpa, CyAbOBI ThICSY HEBUHHBIX Ayll. Majo KTo 3HaeT 00 3TOM, HO 3TO
HUYEero He MeHseT. Bee Mbl 3aBucuM oT Tebs1. [lomaumaiics!»

Top HEOXOTHO MOJHSIICS HA HOTH U IepeBe IyX.

CunbpBeH BcTala BMECTE€ C HUM, HE B CHJIaX OTIYCTUTh €ro pyku. Ecim Obl MOXXHO ObLIO
3a0paTh Ha3zaja BCe, 4TO ObUIO CKazaHo M cnenaHo! boib, McKa3uBIIas €ro JIMIO, 3acTaBiIsABIIAS
JPOKaTh €ro TeJo, — 3TO OBUIO MPOCTO HEeBhIHOCUMO. OHa JTO0UT 3TOrO YenoBeka. OTia eBOYKH,
KoTopasi yxe pacrerT y Hee BHyTpu. Otua cectpenku Coalipen, BTOpod mnpuHuecchl Kumpeca.
UYenoseka, kotoporo oHa xouer caenarb CompaBurteneM. Kakoid OnucTaTenbHOM KOPOJEBCKOM
yeToil oHu Moriii Obl ctaTh! Eciam ObI TOMBKO MOXKHO OBLIO 3aCTaBUThH €r0 3a0BITh ATy JIEBKY U3
Tammnopa... Koponesy Tammmnopa, monpasuia cedst CuibBeH.

Ona BbIOpasia HEBEpHBIM MyTh, K TOMY K€ 'HEB — OMNAaCHbIM coBeTyMK. Hajmo kak MoO>KHO
ckopee Bce ucnpaBuTh. Hano uro-to caenath, ytoObl TOp BepHYICS... U AaTh €My MOHSTh, HO Kak
MO>KHO OCTOpOKHEe, 4To Dnuccanapa KBuH ocranack B mpouuiom.

«Top...» — cHOBa no3Ban Kiyr.

«da?» — Top BeIpAMUIICS.

«He 3a06pIBaii, uTo Ducca Bce emre TBOs keHa. M octaHeTcs €10, 4To Obl HU CIIYYHIIOCEHY.

Topy mokaszanoce, UTO COJIHEYHBIN Jy4 MPOH3UI TY4d U COTpell cusiHueM ero cepzue. Koyt
paB. DlKcca — €ro *KeHa U 0CTaeTCs €10 A0 CUX IOp.

« He 3a0ymy».

«XOopomio, — NTUIAa B3MaxHyja KpbUIbSIMU. — A TElEeph OTIIPABIANCA HA WP U CIeNail BHI,
YTO HUYEro He ciiydyminoch. CerojiHs HOYBIO Mbl JOJDKHBI OexaThb. 51 4yyBCTBYIO: BpEMEHHU Yy Hac
[OYTH He ocTanock. Ham nopa. A noka — nep>kuchby.

N Kityt noJsieren npods.

Top mnoBepHyscst k kopoisieBe. OH MOCMOTpeNl B €€ JIMIO, HPOYes THICSYM W3BUHEHUH,
KOTOpbI€ OBLIM TOTOBBI COPBATHCS C €€ I'y0... M MPUKPBUI €l pOT JIaA0HBIO, YTOOBI HE BBITYCTUTH
HU OJTHO.

— Her, CuneBen, nogoxau! Mue crousno 06 stom y3Hath. Criacu0o tebe. A Tenepb... Kak i
MIOHMMAI0, HaM IIPEICTOUT BJIOBOJIb OMUPOBATb.

OH cHOBa B3s1 ce0sl B pyKH, 0 lyMaja KOpoJeBa.

He uenomek, a 3araaka. Eme mur Hazam oH ObLT MOTPSICEH 10 TIIyOWMHBI IYIIH, CIOMIICH,
pasnaBiieH... M BAPYr CIOBHO HEKHMM HE3PUMBIN 1yX BO33Bajl K €r0 PACCYAKY, BEPHYJ MPEKHIOK
cuity 1 MyxectBo. CuiibBeH nokauania rojioBoil. Het, Oosipliie 0HM K 3TOMY pa3roBOpy HE BEPHYTCSL.

— Mos xopouieBa... — Top U3bICKAHHBIM JBM)KEHHEM MPEIIOKUI €l PYKY... U CTUCHYJ 3yObl,
9TOOBI HE aTh BOJIIO YyBCTBAM.

CunbBeH MpUHSUIIA €ro MpUTJIalIeHne, U CKOPO OHM yXe ObUIM Ha MOJIsiHe, rae Xena oTAaBaia
nocyegHue pacrnopsbkeHus ciyram. [lup obemjan ObITh BETMKOJICIIHBIM, U HEYJUBUTENIBHO: SICTBA
cHoBa rotoBuJ Paiik. Manenbkoit Caiipen y)ke He Tepnenoch MU HACIaIuThCA.

Hu cTonoB, HU CTynbEeB — TOJIBKO MOAYIIKHA U KOBEP, PACCTEIECHHBIN IpsMO Ha Tpase. Korna
Bce ObLIO0 roToBO, CHIIBBEH OTIYCTHJIA IIOYTH BCEX CIIYT, OCTaBUB JIMILIb T€X, KTO JIOJDKEH ObLI
MIPUCIYKUBATD 32 CTOJIOM.



Top, KOTOpPBIN K ITOMY BPEMEHU OKOHYATEIbHO OBJIa/ie] cO00i, OTHpaBUIl BOCIOMHUHAHUSA 00
Dnucce B OJIMH U3 YKPOMHBIX YTOJIKOB CBOETO CEp/lia, II€ OHU XpaHWINCh Bce 3TU rofbl. Korna on
HaleT B cebe JOCTaTOUHO CHJIbI, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETH €i1 B JIMIIO, UX MOKHO OYyJeT OTTy/la U3BJIE€Yb.
Bckope oH yxe 3acTaBUil KOPOJIEBY pPACCMEATHCA... M Ja)K€ HEMHOIO IIOKpacHETh — XOT
MOCJIETHEE, BO3MOXKHO, ObUIO BBI3BAHO JACWCTBUEM XOJIOJHOTO KHIIPEAHCKOTO BHHA: OHU 00a
yCcHenu ocymuTh 1Mo Kyoky. OuapoBarensHo. HemaBHee mpowucmiecTBue ObLIO MOYTH 3a0BITO — BO
BCAKOM ciydae, Ee BennuecTBo 0 HeM He aymaina, a Top peu npuaepKkuBaTbcs 0€30IacHbIX TEM.

— Ilouemy TBO# XbIOM Tak AyJics, KOT/1a MbI TOJIBKO MOSIBUIHUCH?

KoponeBa oGepHyna BsUIEHBIM MHXUP TOHKUM, Kak Oymara, JOMTUKOM Msca, U NPUHSIACH
KEBaTh.

—Tsl 310 TOXE 3amerus, BepHo? He mnonobaer BcTpewyaTb CBOIO KOPOJEBY B TakOM
HAacTpoeHuM. A 3Haellb, B 4eM Aeso? OH HaHsUI COKOJBHUYEro, HO JKECTOKO B HEM OOMaHYJICs.
[Tapenb gomKeH ObUT MOSBUTHCA 371€Ch, KOTJIa €ro OeCIeHHbI HOBBIN COKOJI IMOKa3all ce0sl BO BCei
Kpace. S mpo Toro cokoJjia, KOTOPOro Mbl TOJIBKO YTO OTJAJIN YY)KE3EMILY.

Top noaust Ky6ok U ynabIOHYsCS. OHA U3 CIIy’KaHOK, C HOT JI0 TOJIOBBI B UEPHOM, IOJOLLIA
K HUM U NOoJJIWja eMy BUHA. JIMIIO CiIy>KaHKH ObUIO CKPBITO ByaJIIMU, HO MOJIOJION JIEKaph 3aMeTHII
MPUCTATIBHBIN, HAPSPKEHHBIN B3IJIs]] €€ MaJeHbKUX IJ1a3. B a3ToMm ObLIO UTO-TO HEXopouiee.

— ... HO BeJlb BCEM H3BECTHO: HEJIb3s JOBEPATh KIyKaM, — 3aKOHYMJIA KOPOJIEBa, MPOTITrUBast
CTpaHHOM ciTyaHKe CBOM KyOOK.

[Tocnennee cnoBo 3actaBuio Topa ounyTbesa. OH npociyman Bece, yTo CuiabBeH roBopuiia 10
3TOTO.

— Knyk? Heyxenu xinyku 3a0uparorcst Tak jnaiexko Ha ceep? CiykaHka OToIIa M MOJYa
OCTAHOBUJIACh B CTOPOHE, YTOOBI HE MEIIATh KOPOJIEBE U €€ TOCTIO.

— O, Ha Kunpec k1o ToJibKO He 3ae3kaeT. Ho Thl npaB: KIIyKH 3/1eCh MOSBISAIOTCS PEIKO. ..

Ee BennuecTBO IMIOTHYNa BUHA M MPOJOJKaIa. ITOT HeAaBHO U3 TamummHopa. O4eBUIHO, OH
00JbIION 3HATOK OXOTHUYBMX NTUL. llogBuIICS 31€Ch BUepa BeUepOM U OY€Hb XOTENl OCMOTPETH
Ha OOJIBILIOTO COKOJIa, KOTOPBIM OKa3ajics TBOMM — OHa CKOpuWia rpumacy. — B deMm-To s naxe
noHumaro XpoMa. Kityk noykeH OblT HOSIBUTHCS. . .

— Kiyk nHTEpecoBancss MOUM COKOJIOM?

— YBepeHa: OH He 3HaJl, 4To 3Toi TBOM cokoJ, Top. KcraTtu, a y Tebs ecTh 3HaKOMbIE KITyKu?

Top oTBeTUI HE cpa3y: MUPOT C AUYBIO, IPUTOTOBIECHHBIN Paiikom, 6b11 6ecriono6eH.

— Ectb. Ot0ro yenoseka 30ByT Cakcen ®@oxkc. Bbl Obl BIIOOMINCH B HETO C IEPBOTO B3IJISLA,
Bame BennuectBo. Pocrom npumMepHo ¢ Bac. Hemocnyiineie 30510Tbie KyIpH ¥ 1u10 BouHa. CHlieH,
KaK BOJI... CJIOBOM, BeNMKaH ¢ OosbmnM cepaueM. Koraa-to oH Obul 3HAMEHUTHIM akpoOaToM,
BBICTYIIAJI HA TPAINELUH.

CunbBeH BOCXMILIEHHO TIPUUICNIKHYNIA S3bIKOM. — B Takom ciyyae Tebe mpuuercs
MOJABUHYTHCS, JIeKapb ['MHT, — ee ria3a moJ Byasiblo JykaBo OnecHynu. Emie mapa myTok — v oHa
YK€ [MOYTH OTTas1a. MoxKeT ObITh, €11 BCe-Taku yJaacTcsi 3aBoeBaTh Topa.

['ot 3ameTu1 3TO, M €ro JINLO NEPEKOCHIO OT HEHABUCTU. PAIOM JIeXkKano HECKOJIBKO HOMKEH,
KOTOpBIE TIIYIbII MOBAapEHOK MpUHEC Ha NUKHUK. Eciiy Obl OBIJI0O MOXKHO CXBAaTUTh OJMH U BOH3UTh
B [IPSIMO B IPYy/ib MPOKIISITOMY JieKapro!..

Her, ner, ciokoiino. Bpar yxe psanom. [Ibet, OositaeT, pa3BiekaeT KOpoOJIEBY, a Ta BEPTUTCA
nepesl HUM, TOYHO TeUHasi CyKa Mepes [COM. ..

«CeroaHs BaM OyZeT He /10 [TOCTENH, Apaxaiiias Kopojesa, — noayman ['oT, omyckas pyky B
KapMaH U KacasiCh KpOLIEYHOr0 My3bIpbka. — He mymaro, yTo BbI JIIOOUTE XOIOJHBIX MY>KUUH.

Barmsin ero ManeHbKUX OCTPBIX IJ1a30K Tak U OypaBun Topa. Mosonoit jiekapb TO U J€J0
MMOJTHOCHJI KyOOK K Ty0am, 4TOOBI clieiaTh TJIOTOK, HO HE BBIMMYCKAJ €ro u3 pyk. Kaxercs, HempocTo
OyZeT yinyduTh BpeMms, 4YTOObl CBEpIIUTH 3aaymaHHoe. [Ipunercs monoxkaarh, MOKa 3TH JIBOE HE
pa3BecensaTCs U MepecTaHyT 3aMedaTh, U3 YETo MbIOT.

Ho Ttak moxHO u He noxnarbcs. Crapasch, 4ToObl €ro yxoJl HHMKTO He 3aMeTuwi, 1ot
HampaBWICAd B CTOPOHY IIOBO30K C SCTBAMM M HAIIeN OIUIETEHYI0 OYThUIb C UIMHHBIM Y3KUM
ropsioM. B Heil ObUI0 cazkoe BUHO — €ro JeNlajii U3 PEIKOro copTa MEJIKOro BUHOTPaaa, KOTOPBIM



POC TOJBKO B 3[ICITHUX MECTax.

Ho oHO 1eHMI0ch He TOJBKO M3-32 ATOTO: €ro BKYC OB CTOJIb BEJMKOJIETICH, YTO KUITPEAHIIbI
CUMTAJIA OTO BUHO HAIIUTKOM OOTOB. KoponeBa M €€ I'OCTh HC YCTOAT NICPECA TAKUM YIOIICHUCM. Tor
JOCTall JIBa Y3KMX KyOKa M3 TOHKOTO CTEKJa, YKpaIIeHHBIX KOpoJeBCKUM repbom. Topkun ['mHT
YMpET, Kacasich rydamMu repda CBOEi HOBOU MOBEIUTENBHUIIEL... [IpenecTHO. DT KyOKH CIIOBHO
HApPOYHO CJETIaHbI /ISl OTPABJICHHOTO BHHA.

WHKBU3UTOp BBITALIWI U3 KapMaHA OJIESHUS MAJIEHbKYIO BUTYIO OYTHUIOUKY, OTKYHOPHUI U
ormisiaencs. OIHaKo HUKTO ero He Buzel... [lo kpaiineit mepe, eMy Tak 0Ka3ajaoch.

CakceH crpsTalcs 3a IOBO3KOH C SICTBAMU.

Knyk ocropoxno nepesen myx. HesHakomen u BrpaBay 3atesyi HeqoOpoe, U MEIJIUTh OBLIO
Henb3sa. KoposeBa u ee rocTh yCTPOWIIMCH Cpeau MOIyHIieK, O0odaTanu u cmesuiuch. OHU cUAETn
CTIIMHOM K TOBO3KaM, K TOMY JK€ JY)KalKy OKpY)KaJlH JIepeBbs U KycThl, HO CakceHy MOKa3aioCh,
YTO 3TOr0 TEMHOBOJOCOTO MOJIOJOTO 4YelloBeKa OH rjae-To Buuen. Ciayxu o HeHacbiTHOcTU Ee
BEJIMUYECTBA YK€ yCIENN JOCTUYb yiiei CakceHa, u KIyK HE CTall JIOMaTh TOJIOBY, MBITAsCh MOHSTH,
KTO 3TO Takoil. Enie oauH m060BHUK KOpoJieBbl CUIIbBEH.

Kyna BakHee ObIJIO HE TEpATh M3 BHUIY MHUMYIO CIY)KaHKY. 3IIOYMBIIUICHHHK OCTOPOYKHO
MOCTaBWJI KyOKM Ha IOJHOC, HAIMOJHWJI WX BUHOM... CakceH mpuaBuHyjcs moommke. OTcroma
TOCTSl KOPOJIEBBI OBLIO HE pas3risiieTh, HO KIYK JaBHO TOTEpsi K HeMy uHTepec. llepeonersrii
3JI0JIeH JTOCTaJI KaKyl-TO OYTBUIOYKY M KauyHyJl €0 Haj OJHUM 3 KyOkoB. CakCeHy OCTaBaJloCh
JUIIb CXBAaTUTh HETOJs, KaK BAPYT TOT BBIMPSAMUJICS W TOMIEN Mpodb. KakeTcs, OH pemrmi
CBITPaTh CBOIO POJIb OE3YKOPHU3HEHHO M CIIPOCUTH Y KOPOJIEBBI, MOKHO JIH 110/IaBaTh HOBOE BUHO. ..
[TonHoc ocrancsa Ha moBo3ke. Takoil cirydall ynyckaTh HEJb34.

[Toxxanmyii, He CTOMJIO OCTaBJISATh OTPaBJICHHBIN KyOok 0e3 BHMMaHMs. OpHako ['0T BoBpeMms
BCcIOMHUIL, Kak B Kumnpece npunsaTo nonasare BuHO. Llenbiii putyan! XKuBs npu aBope KopoJieBbl
CunbBeH, MHKBU3UTOP HAOMIOJA 3TO YyThb HE KaXAblil JleHb. He CTOUT TOpOmUThCS: CHelIKa
MOJKET BCE MOTYOUTb.

OH gan MOHATh KaMEPHUCTKE, YTO XOueT MPUOIM3UTHCS K KOPOJIEBE, U JIEBYIIKA KUBHYJIA.
Tenepb ocTaeTcs JUILIb HEMHOTO U3MEHHUTH IOJIOC.

— Bame BenmnuecTBO, — ['0T yuyTHBO mOKiIoHWICA. — S| Hamwia OyThUIKY Ballero J0O0MMOIo
«ronuke». Ero Mo>kHO ObLIO OBI TOAATH K CJIAJIKOMY. .. €CIIH BaM OyJeT YrOHO.

— Koneuno, HecH... 3-3...

— Caitua.

I'ot He cBomwmi T11a3 co cBoero Bpara. Kaxercs, Top Toxe 3a HuM ciienut. Heyxenun y3nan?
Her. On emte pa3 ykpaakoit nokocuscs Ha jekaps. byas To1 npokist, Topkus ['UHT.

— Caiiua, a rae Dinma? OOBIYHO OHA ITOAET BUHO.

— DnMa mompocuia MEHsl IOJMEHUTh €€, — TOHKUM TrosiockoMm mpornen MukBusutop. — OHa
MeHs BceMy Hayuwia... OHa cka3ajia, 4To K BeuepHel Tpare3e HaJo M0JaTh «MUTaJby, a €ro He
npuBe3nu. Bel ke Tak ero iroodure. ..

CunbBeH ciyllana 3T Peyd BIoJIyXa, HO Top HACTOPOXKHIICS.

— CtpaHHas oHa Kakasi-TO, — 3aMETUJI OH.

— HaBepHo, HOBeHbKas, — paccesHHO OTo3Bajach KopoJsieBa. Ona 3amerana Coiipen
KOCHYKY. — ONBITHbIE CIY)XKaHKU BCE BpeMs ydaT HOBEHbKUX. OJHY — TNaguTh Oenbe, IpYryro —
[10/1aBaTh BUHA. ..

— Ho 3Ty )eHImmHy M0JI010M HE Ha30Belb, Bame Benn4yecTso.

— XwM... 1ol ipaB. Hy 1 yTo? 3aT0 OHa yXke BceMy Hay4ymiach, — OTBETUJIA KOPOJIEBA, MBITASICH
CIUIECTH JBE KOCUYKHU B OJIHY.

— Ho kto nposepsier TBoux ciyr, CuiibBeH?

OpHa KOocHYKa BBICKOJIB3HYJA y Hee U3 pyK. Kaxercs, 3To paccepaniio KoposieBy HE MEHBIIIE,
yeM ynpsMcTBo Topa.

— Ox, ee HeMpeMEeHHO KTO-TO MpoBepw. Hezauem ObITH TakuM M0A03pUTENbHBIM. Yem oHa



TeOe He yroauia?

— Ee rnmaza. Onu ropsr 3;10001.

Uyms! — CunbBeH oTMaxHysach. — A BOT U «Tosukey». [Ipurotossces, Top. Tebst xaetT HeuTo
0coOeHHoe.

CakceHy ypaanochb NMOMEHSTh KyOKM MecTaMu. MOJKHO CYMTaTh, YTO KOpOJIeBa CIaceHa.
[IpaBna, Tenepb cMepTelibHAsg OMACHOCTh IPO3UT €€ JTI000BHUKY. Kilyk yxe cobupaics HapylIUTh
UX MHUpPHOE BEcellbe, KOIrJa IIMpOKas JaJ0Hb 3alielujia eMy poT, U OH OKa3ajicsi B YbUX-TO
MEBEXKbUX OOBATHAX.

— AX TBI, Mep3aBertl!

CakceH y3HaJ roJioC OJJHOTO U3 MPHUCIYKHUKOB, C KOTOPBIM OH YHUCTHJI KJIETKH.

— Hukako#t Tl HE cokoJpHUUMMI! f eme yrpom MmoHsI, 9TO y TeOsl uTO-TO Ha yme! A Ternepn
ThI creauilb 3a Ee BenuuecTBoM!

Psiom BbIpOC ellie 0AMH NPUCTYKHUK, U KPEeNKuil Kynak Bpe3ancsi CakceHy NpsMO B KHUBOT.
Knyk cornyncst monosiaM. Yjap BbIIIMO BeChb BO3JyX Y HETO M3 TPYAU... U TYT OH YBHUJEI, Kak
MEePEOJIEThIN CITY’KaHKOMU 3J710/1el IpOTATUBaeT npasurenpHule Kunpeca kyook ¢ s10M.

Her! He moxet ObiTh! OH momeHs1 kyOku Mectamu! BpIXoauT, OTpaBUTH JOKHBI ObLIN HE
KOPOJIEBY, a €€ rocTs?

Vixac npunan Cakceny cuil. OH KpsIKHYJ, CTPSIXHYJI ¢ ce0sl IPUCITY)KHUKOB, U BbUIETEN U3-32
MMOBO30K M 3aopal, Kak 6e3ymen. KoposeBa ynpiOHynach cBOeMy TOCTIO. JIerkuii 3BOH CTEKIa — U
OHa HaIlOJIOBUHY OCYIIMJIA CBOM KyOOK.

N Tyt xe Bce Tpoe oOepuymuch. Koposnesa, orpaBurens H... CakceHy MOKa3ajaoCh, 4YTO
cep/ie 0cTaHOBMIIOCK. PsiioM ¢ koposeBoit cuaen Topkun ['unT, )kuBoit u 310poBbii. Ha ero rybax
BCE ellle Urpajia yiablOKa... 1 MEHbIIIE BCEro Ha CBETE OH MMOXOAMJI Ha MepTBeLa. Bpems npekpaTuiio
6er. Mup, TOJIbKO YTO TaKOM NPUBBIYHBIN U MOHATHBIN, PYILINJICS.

A norom CakceH ycrblian coOCTBEHHbIN Kpuk: — S !

Own Bugen, kak Top poHsieT cBOil KyOOK U Opocaercst k Kopojese. [Ipo ciyxanky, KoTopas
1ojaBajia BUHO, YK€ 3a0bLIU: C/eJaB CBOE J€JI0, OHA YAAJWIach... U HCYE3JNa, CIIOBHO €€ U HE
ObLI0.

Top ynan Ha xoyienu psiiom ¢ CunbBeH, 3Bain ee... Ho Oputo yxe no3ano. Ee teno tepsana
HecTepruMas 00J1b, OHA CTOHAIA U KpUyaja.

Coiipen 3aBu3z:xaina. [IpuBopHbIE U CIYTH, KOTOPBIE O CUX MOP CIOBHO HUYETO HE 3aMeyallH,
no6exanu k koposieBe. Ho Cakcen onepenun Beex.

Top 4yyTh BBIIPSMUIICS, €0 TEMHO-TOJyObI€ I1a3a Ka3aJuCh JUKUMHU, KaK Y 3aTPaBICHHOIO
3Beps. CakceH MeAJIEHHO MoKayall rojloBoi. Ero kak Oy/iTo XOpOIIEeHbKO BCTPSAXHYIIU — Ja TaK, 4TO
BCE€ MBICJIA IEPEMEIIANIHUCH.

— OTO HE MOKEUIb ObITh THI.

CuinibBeH 3a0uiiach B IPEACMEPTHBIX CYIOPOTax, €Iie pa3 BCKPUKHYJA U 3aKaTuia ria3a. Top
COpBAJI C HEe ByaJii, HO KOPOJIEBY Y€ HUYTO He MOrJjo crnactu. Ee nuio nodarposesno ot npuinsa
KpOBH, KOTOpasi pa3HOCHJIa CMEPTh MO Teily. YentocTh OTBHUCIA, HA CHHEIOIIMX I'y0ax BBICTYIMIIA
neHa. [IpaBurenbHuIa W3/1a1a CTOH, MOJIHBIN THEBA, U 3aMmepJa. S caenan cBoe Aeso.

Top yman, u KIyK eIBa ycmel €ro HOAXBaTUTb. MOJIOJOM JIeKaph TSKENO bl OH
MOMBITAJICS CIIACTH KOPOJIEBY, IPUOETHYB K BOJIIEOCTBY, HO OBLIO yXKe MO3HO.

Panom omyctuinack Ha kKojeHM BepHas Xena. [loTpsiceHHasi, oHa HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl CTOsuIa
HETIOIBMYKHO, TOTOM cxBaTmiia Caiipen u mprkaia k cebe.

— Sn... Bomen B Hee, — 6opmoTan Top, Tpsics ronoBoi. — OHa ymepra paHblie, 4eM s ycIiel
YTO-TO CENaTh.

CakceH BUENWICS B HEro, CJIOBHO OOSJICS, YTO 3TO KMBOE, TEIJIOE TEJIO pacTaeT, Kak TyMaH.
TopkuH ['MHT, KOTOPOTO OH 3HaJ, BOT YK€ HECKOJIbKO JieT MepTB. OH MepTBee ATOM KEHIIHUHBI,
KOTOpasi JIEKUT Mepes] HUMH.

— beuto cnumkom no3aHo, Cakced. .. CIUIIKOM MMO3IHO!

Cnyxanku CUIIBBEH pBIIANIN U JKaJUCh APYT K Apyry. Ka3zanoch, oHM HE MOTYT [TOBEPUTb, YTO



UX rocrnoxa rnoruona.

Top onmomMHuMICS NEPBBIM.

— CakceH, ciry)xaHka... oHa cOexana!

Knyk naxke He noHsI, 0 4yeM oH roBoput. OH BHUEN, KaK 3TOT YEJOBEK yMep 0] KaMHSIMHU
nanaya. OH BUJEI, KaK €ro CHUMAaJli C KpecTa, KaKk CMbIBAJIM KPOBb ¢ pa3ouroro suua. OH Bued,
KaK TEJO 3aBepHYJIM B XOJICTUHY, Kak MepKyJ yBe3 €ro Ha cTapoi Tellere HEU3BECTHO KyJa.
Topkun ['uHT MepTB.

Ho 3Tu rnasa — HeBepoOSITHO sipKue, roJ1yOble U OYEHb JKHUBBIE — CMOTPEIHN Ha HETO B YIOp, U
CakceH yxe MOHUMaJ, 4TO TENephb HE BpeMs yAUBIAThCA. OH MonbITajics coOpaThCsi C MBICISIMH.

— 1o He ciuyxkaHka, Top. beictpee 3a HuM, B sec. M KIyKk mepBbIM IOCIEAOBAT CBOEMY
COBETY.

Uepes Mur npysbs yxe Oexalu MO TPONUHKE 3a HErojaseM, KOTOpBIM yOMJI KOpOJIEBY
Kumnpeca... BMecTo yenoBeka, KOTOPBIN TaBHO ObLT MEPTB.

naBsa 23
OT4yasiHHOe bercTeo

I'ot 6eran GeicTpo. [Ipexne, Uem Hayaach NOrOHs, OH YK€ CKpbuIcs B yaiie. IHKBU3UTOp HE
OCTaHAaBJIMBAJICS, HO B TOJIOBE y HEr0O CHOBAa M CHOBa KpyTWUJach OJHA U Ta *e MbIcib. [louemy
KyOOK ¢ siioM jocTaics koposiee? OH 04€Hb XOPOIIO MOMHUJI, KaK HAMOJHWI KyOKH, KaK mepe/iann
HyXHbII Topy... Uto 3a Geccmpbicaunna?

Bcekope noszaaun pazmanuch kpuku. [TpoxisTeiid MajgpuMinKa... 3Han Obl OH, 32 K€M TOHUTCS!
Ho nnunHoe mnarbe memiano 6exath. JKanb, 4To mpuaeTcss 0TKa3aTbes OT 3TOT0 Mackapanaa. He
OCTaHaBJIMBAsCh, [ OT CTSHYN OJCSTHUE Yepe3 TOJIOBY, CKOMKAJI, IIBBIPHYJ B KYCTHI... H TIOHSUI, YTO
3a0bUT B KapMaHe OyTHUIOUYKY C appaKkoOM.

OH OrJsHyJCS U MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO 3aKUIAET OT SPOCTU. Top rHajics 3a HUM — 3TO ObLIO
HeyIMBHUTEIbHO. Ho psiioM Oexal ero craphlil IpUATEINb, KITYKCKOE€ OTPOJIbE, TOT CaMbIi, KOTOPOMY
I'oT xorga-To cOOCTBEHHBIMH PYKaMHU BBIKOJION Ti1a3a. Temepp 3TH Tiia3a CHOBA BHIMAT... U BUAST
ciumKoM MHoro. Tak BOT B yeMm jeno! HaBepHo, kiyk nepectaBuil KyOKH, YTOOBI CIIaCTU CBOETO
npyra I'mara. [la... Tenepp Bce NOHATHO.

I'neB npupan MHKBU3UTOPY CHJI, ¥ OH IIOYTH OTOPBAJICS.

— Kt0 310? — KpuxHy:n Top. OH 6exain Bo BCIO MPbITh U YK€ HEMHOT'O 3aIlbIXaJICs.

«3t10 'oT».

Knyr kpyxun Haj j1ecoM U, HECOMHEHHO, Bce BHJENI. TOp OCTAaHOBWJICS KaK BKOIAHHBIM, U
CakceH efjBa He HaJIeTeJl Ha HEro.

— YTO ciyuunsocs?

— KityT TONBKO UTO CKa3ai, 3a KeM Mbl TOHUMCS.

CakceH moHsI TOJI0BY B mocMoTpeln B He0o. Kyt nHamenca? CakceHy mOKa3anoch, 9YTO €ro
nepenojHseT aukoBaHue. OHu BepHynuch Kk Hemy o6a — u Top, u Kinyr. Hukro u3 Ilanagunos
Oospiie He coBepmut omubku, Cepaie JlecoB BocTopkecTByeT, TpuennuucTBo OyneT 0OpeTeHo. ..

— 51 He Buzen ero nuua, — npusHaiics CakceH. — KTo-To u3 ctapblx 3HAKOMBIX?

— Orto0 T'ot, — 6pocui Top, npusbiBas L{era. Ha aToT pa3 on yoser MHKBU3HTOpA.

[Torons mponomxkanach. Bpaneke, Ha CKJIOHE, YX€ MOXHO ObUIO pasIisiieTh 4eEIOBEKa,
KOTOPBIM KapaOKajcs MO CKIOHY M YK€ MpeojaoJie] MOJOBUHY MyTH. ['0T ABUrancs Ha yauBJICHHE
nerko u Owictpo. Top Bcnomuun Beuep B Kapemborie, xorga I'ot eqsa He 10THANI UX ¢ DIMCCOM.
Top He 3a0bu1, KaK ObIcTpO Oexan VMHKBU3UTOP, KOTOPOTO THAJIM HEHABUCTH M XKEJIAHHE CXBATUTh
OerJenos.

I'ot ckpbuica u3 Bugy. Top u CakceH, Tsbkeno Jpllna, KapaOkaiuch mo ckanam, u Kiyr,
HOCSICh Yy HUX HaJl TOJIOBAMH, TIOJICKa3bIBAJl M, Ky/la HIITH.

«OH nonasics!» — pazfgaics B rojioBe y Topa ero JIMKYIOIIHN T0JI0C.

Jlexaps ocranoBuiics, CakceH TOXe.

«YTO THI MMeeIb B BUIY?»



«l'ot y Bogonana. Jlanbiie emy uaru Hekyaa. Eciiv oH nonbITaeTcsi BEPHYTHCS, TO HATKHETCS
IPsIMO Ha Hac, — COKOJI paccmesuics. — OH Ba.

VYeranocts y Topa Kak pyKo# CHSUIO.

— Jlepxkuch, Cakcen! — kpuyan oH, nojadaapuBasi KIyka, KOTOPbIH IBITAJCS HE OTCTABaTh. —
I'ot cam ceOs 3arHan B JOBYyIIKY!

[IpoOpaBiinch B 1e/b MEXKY ABYMS BBICOKMMHU CKaJlaMU, OH BBIOpaJiCsl HA yTecC... U YBHUJIET
['oTa, KOTOPBIN CTOST HA KPAKO IIPOIIACTH U CMOTPEI BHU3.

—Tor!

beiBmnit UnkBusutop obepuyics, u Top yBuzen, Kak ero M3ypoJ0BaHHOE JIMILIO CKPUBUIIOCH
B YXMBLIKE.

I'or u3menmncs. Koraa-to Kpenkuil M KOPEHACThbIM, OH MCXYJaJ, CIOBHO IIOCIE TSDKEJION
0ose3Hu. ToNbKO MaJeHbKUE KOJIIOYME IJIa3KH OCTAINUCh NpexHUMH, U Top mpokisii ceds 3a To,
YTO HE y3HAJI UX BO BpeMs Nupa. YXMbUIKa cTaja KpUBOM, OJIHA CTOPOHA JIMIA 33Jeprajnach... a y
Topa B ros0Be BepTesiach TOJIbKO OJJHA MbICIb.

Sn npennaznavanca eMy. CHIIbBEH BbIIINJIA OTPABJIECHHOE BUHO 10 OLIMOKE.

Ox, CuJibBeH, 4TO ke A Haaenan!

[{BeTa moJibIxanu B HEM, pBAIMCH Ha BOJIIO... HeT. On 3arnan ['ota B yroi. Teneps MOXHO He
CHEILHUTb.

CakceH NpOTUCHYIICS CIIEZIOM 32 HUM M ocTaHoBWICA. OH efie Jpllal, HO JUIO KIIyKa CUSJIO.
Heronsit MTHKBU3UTOP HAKOHEI-TO Y HUX B PyKaXx.

— U uro Oynem aenaTth? — CIPOCHII OH.

Top nepesen ayXx, HO HE IOTOMY, ycTaja OT ObicTporo Oera. Ero jymmna HEHaBUCTb.

— S pasnpenarochk ¢ HUM. IIpsmMo celiyac. BCro CBOXO HUKYEMHYIO KM3Hb OH TOJIBKO W JeJIall,
4yTO yOUBa JitoIeH.

— Torpga caenaii ato, Top. He Taum.

— OH He mpu4uHHAT HaMm 3114, CakceH... — Top MemierHo momen Baepen. — He Goiics ero.

I'ot axHyn, u OpaHb XJbIHYIa U3 €ro ycT. Top moHeBosie BOCXUTHUIICS €r0 XpaOpOCThIO.

— Yero T xae1b? — KpUKHYI CakceH, cTapasich He BCTpedaTbesl B3IIIsLIoM ¢ IHKBU3UTOPOM.
Korpaa-To 3TOT 4enoBek OClenus ero, UCKalueyms1 U OpOCUil TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO CYEJl MEPTBELIOM.
Her, 310 eme M0oxHO ObIO OBl MPOCTUTH... HO DJHCCY OH €My HHUKOTIa He HpocTUT. C 3TuM
BBIPOJIKOM JIOJKHO OBITh MOKOHYEHO, U HEBAXHO, Oy/I€T OH IPU ATOM MYYUTHCS HJIU HET.

WNuksusutop cmepun Topa npespurtenbHbIM B3rsAoM. OH HHUKOTJa HE OOsUICS CMEpTH.
Tenepb cMepTh IUIsJIeNa €My B JIMLO, U 3TO OBLJIO HE CaMO€ MPUSTHOE 3PENIHIIE. .. HO HE HACTOJIBKO
nyrarouiee, 4Toobl oTBeCcTU Iaza. Ero ym Obl1 mo-npexHeMy OCTp, OH CHOBA UM CHOBA METajCs B
MIOMCKaxX BBIXOJA... HO BbIxoJa He Obuto. ['oT moman B joBymiky. OH BHAENT COKOJIA, KOTOPBIH
KpYXKW1 y Hero Haja rosioBoil. Jlaxke nmruna et ero rudenu... Ho Her, OH JMIIUT MX 3TOTO
ynoBoibCTBU. OH HE AAaCT UM, IIIyMSCh, IUIcaTh Haj ero TejaoM. Hebounbias, HO paiocTh.

Top yxe 6b11 rOTOB aTh Boto LlBeram, HO He cMor. Ilepen ero rimazamu, Kak KHUBOI, BCTall
ero Jlxuon ['mut. OTel] HEHaBUIEN KECTOKOCTh, KaKkoil Obl BHJI OHA HE IPUHUMAaJa, U YUUJI ChIHA
COCTPaIaHHUIO.

— 51 He Mory yOuBaTh, — MPOrOBOPHUII OH, HEMHOTO ITOKOJI€0aBIIUCh.

— 3HauuT, 5 3TO caemnaio, — 00bsaBII CakCeH, OTTAIKMBAS €r0 — U € OOJIBIITUM yI0BOJIBLCTBUEM.
51 ero roapIMu pyKaMHu 3agymnny.

ot paccMmescsi, U 3TOT BU3IVIMBBIA CMeX, KaxeTcs, emie Oouibiie pacnanui CakceHa.
[Ipoxunaras TBaps, ero Jaxe coBecTh He MydaeT! OH CTOUT Ha MOPOre CMEPTH U HE MPOCUT MO IbI
y TOTO, KTO TOJIKHET ero Brepea. OH NpoCcTo HajJ HUMU CMEETCS.

N Tyt nmpousonuio to, yero He oxkuman HU Top, Hu Cakced. ['0T cienan mar u mpeIrHYJI CO
CKaJIbl BHU3.

— IIpuser Dnucce!

MoskeT ObITh, OH YCIEJI KPUKHYTh YTO-TO €I€, HO €r0 BOCTOPKEHHBINH BOIUIb HCUE€3 B PEBE
BOJIOMAJA.

— Hert! — Bckpuknyn Top, HO Obuto yxe mno3aHo. IlonbexxaB x oOpwiBy, Top HakigoHMICH,



MBITAsICh XOTh YTO-TO pas3risiieTh. CakceH, KOTOPBIN BCTA PSIIOM, TOYYBCTBOBAII TOJIOBOKPY)KEHHE
1 oTcTynuii, HO Top He Oosics BeICOTHL. [ 1e-T0 BHUM3Y Oypiuia U KJIoKoTajda Boaa. Hackoiapko Tam
riyooko? 1 MoXkeT i 4enoBeK BbIKUTh, YIIaB C TAKOW BBICOTHI?

OH xnan. 3peHue y Hero ObLJIO BEJIMKOJIETIHOE, U €CJIM TeJo BCIUIbIBET... Ho moTok muancs
BIIEpe, OWIIcs 0 KaMeHHbIe Oepera, u ['oTa HUTAe He OBIJIO — HU JKUBOTO, HX MEPTBOTO.

— O ueM ThI AyMaelb? — Hapymui1 Moiayanue CakceH.

— Jlymaro, MHE HE CJIEIOBAJIO TSHYTh. Top HeHaBUaE ceosl.

— Xouemb ckazatb, oH Mor yuenerb? Tam? On mepts, Top. U Teneps yxe HE BaKHO, Thl €T0
yOWJI UJTK HET.

Hacrtpoenue y Topa Ob110 He cTONb pamykHbIM. «KiyT, cienail oioypKeHue, mpoJieTy B0
pexu. Moxer, yuaumsb ['otay.

Cokoi HUYero He OTBETUII HO MOAYNHUIICS.

— Jlo cux mop T'oT BeIOMpasncs W3 Bcex Mepenesok, — ckazan Top, obepHyBIIUCh. — MHe
CJIEIOBAJIO Pa3AeNaThCsl C HUM, KaK TOJIbKO Mbl TYT HOSIBIIINCH. OH CTOSUT U CMEsJICS Ha/l HaMU, a 5
MeJUTUIL.

Oto 6610 npaBaoi. CakceH Aa)ke HE MBITAJICS YTEIIUTh CBOET0 JPyra, TOJIbKO CILTIOHYJ, KaK
3TO MPHUHSTO Y KIYKOB.

— S eme He mo3apaBui T€Os ¢ Bo3BpaimieHuem, Top, — ckazan oH. — M3 Tex mect, rae Ceera He
ObIBaeT.

Top cmyTuics.

— D-3-3... XOpoIIo BepHYyThcs Ha3an, CakceH.

W Tyr e oOKazalucsi B MOTYyYHX OOBATBAX KIyKa. Psgom 3axmomanu Kpwuibsi, u Kiyr
OIYCTHJICS HA KaMEHb.

— Ilpuser, apyxuiie, — nporopopui CakceH. — [Ipunuioch modpoauTh IO MUPY, YTOOBI TEOS
YBHUJIETb.

Coxkoun nepesnieren K HEMY Ha IJIe40, U KIyK pacuBeisl. OH ellle He 3Hajl, YTO HOBOCTH, KOTOpbIE
Kyt pacckassiBaetr Topy, He cambie 10OpbIC.

«51 Huyero He BHJEN HU B BoJe, HU Ha Oeperax. Ho Ha moisHe, rae mpoxoawsi mup —
HacTosIee cBeTonpecTaBieHue. /Jymaro, 4To HaM HaJo yOupaThCsl OTCIO/Ia KaK MOXHO ObICTpee.
Ecnu HauHyT MCKaTh BUHOBHUKOB, TOp, TO TMEPBBIM JICTIOM YKXKYT Ha TEOS.

Top xuBHYN U oBepHYyJcs K CakceHy.

— JlaBHO ThI yexain?

— W3 Tamnmunopa? B aenbp cmeptu xoposieBbl Haiipum, — Cakcen ocekcs. — Ox, Top, mue
OYE€HB XKaJb. ThI cibImIa; 00 AToM?

— W 310, 11 KOE-4TO MOXYXe, — MpadHO oTo3Basicsa Top. — TrI 3Haemb po Dmuccy?

Heyxenu cHoBa HacTanum BpeMeHa, Korja MOXKHO OyaeT xoTs Obl mpousHecT: «Top u
Onuccan?!

—IIpo Dmuccy? ¥V Hee Bce 3ameuaTenbHO. Beper ypoku B IIKOJE MPU JBOPIE, CIYKHT
KopoJjieBckuM cekperapeM. Korma st yesxan, ona orutakuBaia Haliputo. A uro takoe? Yrto-TO
CITy9HJIOCH?

— Jla, — Top ynbuio ycmexnyics. — OHa odeHb Xopollo ciayxuia Ero BenuuecTBy, nmoka teds
HE OBLIO.

CakceH moMOTaj roJIoBO.

— 51 yero-to He noHs1, Top. Uto ¢ Helt ciyumnock? W kak Thl MOT y3HaTh 00 3TOM paHbIlIe
MeHsI?

Top B310XHYIIL.

— Iloka Te1 HOOUpasics crona, Dmucca crana koposieBoil Tammuaopa. CuiibBeH cooOmuiaa MHE
3TO CEroJHS YTPOM, KaK TOJIKO MOJIyYHIia OCJIaHue.

Cakcen Obu1 notpsiceH. [loxoxe, BEpHbII 3alIUTHUK DJIUCCHl JaXKe HE JIOTaJbIBAIICS O TOM,
YTO IPOUCXOIUIIO MEXKy HEH U KopoJieM Jlopucom.

— HaBepHoe, 3T0 Kakas-To OmMOKa. .. — KIIYK IIOMOTaJ ToJoBo#. — Dnucca u Jlopuc? BeITh HE
MoxeT. Jla, ona ciyxmia emy... Korma mbl B mocinenHuil pa3 OecenoBajid, OHAa TOBOPHUJIA, YTO



Tenepb IyMaeT He TOJIBKO O MPOLLUIOM, HO U 0 OyayimieM. TBOs cMepTb. ..

Cakcen nonepxuysics. OH MOHSUI, KaK HEJIETIO 3TO 3BYUHT.

—TBost cmepTh moTpsciaa Bcex Hac, Top. MHoro ner OnMcca Xujia Kak B TymaHe. 1o
neyanuiach, TO 37WIacCh... TONBKO MoOcCie TOTo, Kak mnosBuics JDkui, oHa Hayala MOHEMHOTY
0’KHBATb.

— Jhxwn?

— O, 1Bl eme MHOroro He ciblman! JDkuin — manpuuinka-cupota, Haiipus npuroTmia ero
HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3a/l ¥ Mopy4yuia Daucce 0 HeM 3a00TuThes. st Hux o6oux 310 ObLIO OJaroM — u
Uig ODIUCChl, M IS Majbyuka. /[ymaro, Thl 3TO MOHMMAEHIb... — OH CMOJIK U HEPEUIMTEIHHO
3aKOHYMWJI: — IOCJIE TOT0, KaK OHA MOTepssia ChiHA.

Top HMUYEro He OTBETWJI, U Ha €ro JIMLE HE APOTHYJA HU OJUH MYCKys. CakceH MOCHelInI
IIPOJIOJIKUTH PACCKa3, YTOObI HAPYILIUTh TSAKEIOE MOTUYAHUE.

— Haiipus nonpocumna Dnuccy OTKpbITh HIKOJIY U He omubiack. Jnucca yxe paboTaiia y Hee
MOMOIIHUIIEH. A TMOTOM, NMPUMEPHO TOJl Haszad, yMEp CeKperapb Kopouss, u Halipus pemmia
nepenaTh JIKUCCY EMY... — OH IPOrOBOPUII ATO TaK, CIIOBHO caM ceOe He BEpUJL.

— W Dnucca cornacunack? — Top HE MOT B 3TO MTOBEPUTH.

—Ona neITanach oTkazaThesi, Top. Becemu mpaBmamu u HempaBaamu. B atu mocnennue
HECKOJIBKO JIET Sl PENIKO MOSBISICS IPU ABOPE, HO 3HAI0 TOYHO: DiHcca OblLia 3TOMY COBCEM HE
paga. OmHako OHa MPEKpacHO crpaBwiack. 1wl Obl ropauics €. OHa JOCTUTIIA BBICOKOTO
MOJIOXKEHHUsI ITpH 1Bope. Bee ee mmro0sT.

— Bxumrouas Jlopuca, — ¢ oTBpaiieHrueM 3ametuii Top.

— 006 sTOM s HUUero He 3Haro. Sl Tebe yxe TOBOPHII, B TIOCIEIHUN pa3 MBI ¢ Hel OecenoBamn
nociie Moero BozpanieHus u3 Kapanyna. Torna xe s ckaszan eit, uro Buzaen ['ora u Kinyra. Ho ona
TOJIBKO CKa3aja, YTO IbITAEeTCS MOXOPOHUTh HEHABUCTb U KUTh JAajblie. Thl MepTB. HeHaBuCTh K
Jlopucy oTHUMAaNa y HEe CIIMIIKOM MHOTO cril. M Kakoi B Helt cMbIC?

Hukakoro, — Top BcTan. — I nmpocTto HE MOT'Y IPEICTaBUTh, KAK OHA COBEPIINJIA IPBDKOK OT
«S1 moykHa 0TKa3aThCsl OT HEHABUCTI K «S1 Xouy 3a Tebs 3amyx, Jlopucy.

OH cHoOBa mojomien K oOpbIBY UM MOCMOTpEN BHHU3, Ha HeucToBbld moTok. Ilycts Caxcen
IyMaeT, 4To OH HajeeTcsl yBUAEeTh Teno MukBu3uTopa. OH MPOCTO XOTEN CHPSATaTh CBOIO 0OJIb.
Knyk nonomien c3aau u oOHsII €ro 3a IJIeUH.

He cepauce na nee. Top. Tel mpencTaBuTh cebe HE MOXKEITH CKOJIBKO € JOBEIIOCH MEPEKHTh.

Oto Obuia npasaa. 1 Top 3o 3nHa.

— A MHOrO Bpemenu npouuio? — crpocui CakceH.

Top mputBOpHIICS, UTO HE TIOHUMAET.

— O gyem THI?

— Ilocne xa3uu. Kak ckopo Tl BEpHYJICS B MUD KUBBIX?

C Tex mop kak ero riasa otkpsuiuchk B Cepaue Jlecos, Top uyBcTBOBan oT4yasiHue U BUHY. U
Terepb OHU CHOBA OBJIAJIEH UM.

— MoxHO cka3atb, cpady, CakceH. A Temnepb HAEM, HAM HYXHO TOPONHUTHCS. MBI JTOIKHBI
BepHyThes B Cepiie Jlecos, a MHE ellie IpeCTOUT Te0e MHOT0€ paccKa3aTh IO MyTH.

nhaBa 24
Mup npuxoauT B ABUXKEHUe

Dmucca moOmaromapmwia T 3a YallKy TOPSYero HAacTos W3 MAJUHOBBIX JIUCTHEB, HO
MBICJIM €€ BUTAJU TJe-TO Aajieko. Jla, ee rocmoska cerojiHs cama Ha ceOs He MOX0’Ka, OTMETHIIA
Tunmu. EnBa npuTpoHysack K 3aBTpaKy, M IO CaMOTO KOHIA IPUBBIYHOTO YTPEHHErO pUTyajaa —
CHadaja YMBITBCS, a IOTOM POBHO CTO pa3 IMPOBECTH I'PEOHEM I10 BOJIOCAM — €€ CePACYHBIN CMEX HU
pasy He Hapymui TumuHy. M mouemy ona Tak pano Bcranma? Bo mms Csera! Korma koposeBa
BCTA€T PaHo, ICHb Oy/IET JOJITUM.

Ho xoponese Tammnopa u Bopsimb 0b1T0 He 10 cebe. Ero BenmvecTBo oTnpaBmiics B XaTTeH
— 970 ObUIa WX TIEpBas pa3iyka C TOrO CaMoro JHs, KOT/ia OH BIIEPBBIC CKa3all € O CBOCH JIFOOBH.



Bresanno oxkazanmocwk, uro 0Oe3 Jlopuca B ee XKM3HM 4YEro-T0 HE XBaTaeT. MokeT ObITh, €ro
HEYrOMOHHOHM CHJIbI, KOTOPOHl HEBO3MOXHO IpoTuBocToATh? Her, He B 3Ttom nxeno. Ilpocro
CErOJHSIIHUN AEHb HE TaKOH, KaK Apyrue, nojaymania DJIMCcca, CTaBs HA CTOJI HEJONMUTYIO YallKYy.

Ceromnsi oHa MPOCHYJACh, CIOBHO 4TO-TO pa3zOymuiio ee. BooOmie-to, ObUIO OYeHb paHo:
TOJIBKO HayaJlo CBETaTh, HO 3UMa €CTh 3UMa: COJIHIIE HE CIEIINUT MOIHATHCSA B HE0O, 3aTO TOPOIIUTCS
€ro MOKUHYTh. Tenepp, risAs Ha MOPOCIINE BEPECKOM XOJIMbI, OHA MOHsUIA, 4To BcrioMHmiIa Topa.
Bcnomnawina... Korma-to oHa nymana 0 HeM Kax bl MUT, a TENEPh MPUXOJAUTCS CeTIaTh HaJl COO0M
ycuiiue, 4To0bl BCHOMHUTD YEPTHI €0 JIMIIA.

Own ObLT Tak peKpaceH, BepHo? Dnucca ynpiOHynack. OHa MOMHUIIA TEMHBIE, TIOYTH YEPHBIE
BOJIOCBI, TaKHe€ TycTble W HemociyiHble. [lomMHHIa, Kak OH MPUYECHIBAICS PACTONBIPEHHOMN
MATEpHEN, KOI/1a CMyLIaJICs WK MorpyKajics B pa3MbliieHus. [loMHuma ero BosieBoit moadoopoaok
U HEBEpOSTHO rosyobie rnasa. Korma-to ObUIO AOCTATOYHO OJHOTO B3IUIAJa STHX TJ1a3, YTOOBI
cepiie 3amepiio y Hee B rpyau. JIuio, kotopoe He xouercs 3a0biBaTh. HO BpeMst Bce paBHO cTUpaeT
ero u3 namsatu. [Ipomuio yersipe roaa... HeT, y)e IATh JET C TeX MOop, KaK OHA BUJAEJA 3TO JIULO B
MOCJIETHUI pa3 — pa30UTOe KaMHIMHU, 3aIMTO€ KpoBbIO. M elf Hu4ero He 0cTaBajgoch, Kak CMOTPETh
U BUJETh. Bujerb, kak OH B IMOCIEIHUI pa3 JIOBUT BO3AYX, CJIOBHO IMBITAsIChb OCTaTbCS B 3TOM
MHUpE... a IOTOM BCE-TaKu MOKHUIAET €ro. DTO OKPOBABJIEHHOE JIMIIO OHA HE 3a0yJeT HUKOT/a.

Ho kyna xyxe, uto ucues ero rosoc. Hascerna. Mcuesno To, uto oHa to0uia 0oblie BCEro
Ha cBeTe. Benp oHa cHauana BitoOMIach UMEHHO B TOJIOC — TOT IOJIOC, KOTOPBIM OHAXK/IbI 3a3BYyYall
y Hee B roJIOBE, KOI/la OHA ObLIa €Ill€ COBCEM MaJIeHbKOMW, Jpa3Hui ee, MaHuI... ['yObl Diuccel
TpoHyIna ynaslOka. Bo umsa Cera, 3auem oHa BooO1iie BcriomuHaeT Topa?

C panHuX JeT OHAa HE 3HAJIA HUYETO, KpoMe Tops W 4epHOoW paboTel. Top Obu1 ee
€IMHCTBEHHOM pajocThio. BriepBbie notepsiB ero, oHa nonajia B KapemOom u Hanuia yrenieHue B
Axanemuu. Henb3sl cka3aTh, 4TO OHa MOJHOCTHIO YCIOKOMJIACh: MbIcu 0 Tope He ocTaBisuIu ee.
Ho nosiBunace pabota B apxuBax Akanemuu, Cakcen, Coppednb... 1a u KcanTtus toxe.

Ho nmorom Top BepHyJscs B ee ®U3Hb, U DiKcca HE COMHEBajach: 3To Obul 1ap 6oros. Ilocie
cBanpOb1, B Cepaie JlecoB, oHa HE 3Haja HUYETO, KPOME CYACThSI — CAMOTO OOJIBIIIOTO CYACTHS,
KoTopoe ObuIo B ee ku3HU. Ho oHO Obuto ciumikoM HeponruMm. OHO IJIHIIOCH, TTOKA B HEW JKUJI ee
CBIH, KOTOPBIA POJMIICA JIMILb JUIS TOTO, YTOOBI CeNaTh CBOU MEPBBIA U MOCIEAHUN BJIOX.

Bmecre ¢ HuUM ymepno u cuactbe. CHoOBa mosiBuwica 10T, CHOBa HayaluCh 3JIOKIIOYECHMUS,
IIOTOM €€ 3aCTaBWJIM MEepexUTh 00Jb, KOTOpas Ka3ajach HeBbIHOCUMOMW. Ee 3actaBuimm cMoTperTs,
kak ka3HAT Topa. Ilotrom xu3HB BO ABOpIE C €¢ OAMHOUYECTBOM. OCOOCHHO TSKEIBIMU OBLIN
nepssle J1Ba roja. Ecinu 661 He Cakcen u CaiieMeHTpo... M0XKHO HE COMHEBAThCSI: OHA TOKOHYMIIA
ObI ¢ cO00 ITPOCTO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI MOJI0KUTH KOHEL] CBOMM CTPalaHUSIM.

Ho Top meptB. OH MepTB AaBHBIM-JaBHO. 3aueéM OIUIAKMBATh CBOIO IEpBYIO JI000Bb? OHa
BBIIIJIA 3aMYyX, OHa cTaja kopoJieBoil TammmnHopa. OHa JOJKHA HCIHOJHATH CBOM JIOJIT mepen
MYKEM U KOPOJIEBCTBOM... U, IO IpaBjie roBops, oHa moout Jlopuca. [la, oHa nosaraina, 4to Takoe
HeBO3MOXkHO. Ho oHa Ha camom nene moout Jlopuca, u oH ot Hee 6e3 yma. Kakumu uynecHbIMU
ObUIH MOCJEIHNE HECKOJIBKO MECALIEB, KOT/1a OHM HAKOHEL-TO CMOTJIN OOBSIBUTH O CBOEH JIFOOBH 110
BCEMY KOpPOJIEBCTBY M 3a ero mnpenenamu! Oto Obuio ee crnaceHueM. CTpaHHO, OHA Tak JOJTO
HEHaBu/Jela U npe3upaia Jlopuca, HO UMEHHO OH 3aCTaBUJI €€ MIOBEPUTh, UTO y HEE €CTh Oyayliee,
VMEHHO OH OTKpPBUI €i, KaKk Ba)KHA €€ *KW3Hb Uil TamumHopa. M 3TO cyacTbe HUYTO HE JIOJKHO
HapymuTh. OHu ¢ Jlopucom OyayT mpaBUTh BMECTE U pykKa 00 pyKy MONAYT IO >KHU3HU, IIOKa OOTH
He mpu3oBYT ux k cede. Jla, ¢ Topom oHa mo3Hana camy CyTh JIFOOBH, U JII0OOBb, KOTOpas
cBsA3bIBaeT uX ¢ Jlopucom, Hukorzna ¢ 3tuMm He cpaBHUTCS. Ho numb B 3TOM Opake oHa oOperna
HAaCTOSALIUN OKOM. .. BIIEPBBIE B KU3HMU.

Top meptB. Jlopuc xuB U odeHb JIOOUT ee. OHA HE MOXKET OCTaBUTh TaKyk JI0OOOBb
6e30TBeTHOM. OHa JI0JDKHA HAYYUTHCS NPUHUMATh €€, He YYBCTBYS BHUHBI, KOTJa €€ BHE3aIHO
nocenjaror Meicin 0 Tope... BoT kak ceivac. Kaxercs, oH TO W [Jel0 BpbIBAacTCI B €€
BOCIIOMHMHAHUS.

B 3TOT Mur oHa BcmoMHMIIa, UTO CETOAHS MPOCHYJIACH B UCyre. MUp rOBOPHUII C HEW.

Dnucca MoIUIOTHEE 3aKyTajlach B CBOE YTPEHHEE OJIesTHUE U3 PO30BOTI0 IIEJKa U OIyCTUJIACh B



riy0OKoe Kpecio, B KOTOpPOM Jo0uia pasMbILUIATh. Mup mnpuilen B JBH)KEHHE, paBHOBECHE
HapyIIMJIOCh, HO Yepe3 MUT ObLJIO CHOBAa OOpPETEHO, HO JOCTUTHYTO HHBIM 00pa3oM — BOT UTO
3actaBuiio ee MnpocHyTbcs. [lotomy-To onHa u BcmomHuna Topa. Hukrto, kpome Hee, He
MIOYYBCTBOBAJ d3TOM IIE€pEeMEHbl, MHa4ye €€ IOoHas CiaykaHka Twuid, JeBylIKa BecbMa
BIIEUATJIUTENIbHAS, YK€ pbliaia Obl roppkumu ciesamu. Her. To, 4yTo NmpoMCXOIUT, KaKMM-TO
obpasom cBsizaHo ¢ TpueaunctBoM. [Iucanne Hanaka, Opnak... A oHa-TO HaAEsUIaCh, YTO HAYaIa C
Jlopucom HOByYI0O KU3Hb, W BCe 3TO ocraHercs B npouuioM! HawuBHas nypouka. Opiak
BO3BPALIAETCsI, U OHA TOJILKO YTO MOIy4nsIa MpeaynpexIeHue.

Buesanno Onmcce crano 340ko. OHa mokpende oOXBaTuja ropsdyro YamliKy, HOJHEcHa K
rydam M crenaia IJIOTOK, HO MOYTH HE MOYYBCTBOBAJIA IMPUBBIYHOIO TOPHKOBATO-CIAIKOTO BKYCA.
Ee mpiciin Omyxmanu tae-to maneko. Iloyemy paBHOBecue Hapymioch? MoxkeT ObITh, Mmai
nocnenuuil u3 Ilanagunos? B npyroit pa3 ona cnpocuiia 0bl CakceHa, HO KIYK yexasl TP JIyHBI
HazaJl ¥ JI0 CUX IOp HE BEPHYJICS.

Onucca caenana eue OJUH IJI0TOK, MUMOXOJOM OTMETHUB, YTO uYail ocThlI. Her, MOXHO He
COMHEBATbCSI: HbIHEILIHEE JIBKEHUE CBSI3aHO C JieaMu 00roB... OHa MocTaBuia YallKy Ha CTOJI U
COCMHIIIA JBa OOJIBIIMX MaJiblla — Tak B TaJTMHOpE MBITATMCh OTBECTH OT ceOs HecuacTbe. Eit
JaXKe IyMaTh HE XOTEIOCh 0 ToM, 4To JlecsaTeii nman. Her, cnmydnch Takoe, U €e, HaBEpHO, OXBaTUiIa
OBl OrpoMHas Mevajib. 3HAYMT. .. KTO-TO MPHUIIIEN B 3TOT MUP M Hapyiui paBHoBecue. Ho ko 310?
AsHo He Opinak. [Toka e Opinak... Dnucca BcTajla 1 HEKOTOPOE BpeMst Opo/iuiia o KOMHATE B33 U
Brepea. OHa CiOBHO HasBy Bujena, kak Opiak BBIPBIBACTCS W3 CBOEM KIETKH, U OT 3TOTO
Y>KaCHOTO BUJIEHMS HaJ0 ObLIO Kak-TO M30aBUThCA. Yac mpoiuen B OECIOKOMHBIX Pa3MBbILUICHUSX.
Hakoner, monomast kopojieBa 3actaBmia cedst ogethcsi. OHa Omach HaJl 3TOW 3arajJkoil JI0JIro u
YIOPHO, HO B FOJIOBY TaK HUYETo U HE MPUILLIO.

XKenroe, kak cBexxee Macio, MPOCTOE IIEPCTSIHOE OJIeIHUE — TO, YTO HAA0. DJucca CTAHyJa
€ro CBOMM JIIOOMMBIM MOsicOM-Liermoukor. OHa J1ro0miIa, 4ToObl BOJIOCHI OLUIM 3adecaHbl IIaIKO,
BOJIOCOK K BOJIOCKY... HO He 3BaTh ke cHOBa Twmnu! Ilpunuioch CTSHYTh MX Ha 3aTbUIKE U
CKPENUTh 3aKOJIKOM W3 MOJUPOBAHHOrO oJjieHbero pora. Ha stom Tyaner Obu1 3akoHueH. Ho dem
3aHATHh ce0s B CTOJb paHHHUM 4ac... yToObl He aymarb o Tope, Opnake, TpuenuHcTBEe U BCEM
IIPOYEM, YTO C ITUM CBSI3aHO?

Ona xo4eT OBITh MPOCTO CUACTIMBON 3aMy)KHEW >KCHIIMHOM, XOPOIIeH CyNmpyroi u ao0pou
KopoJsieBoil. OHa HE ejaeT JymaTh HM O TPOpouYecTBe, HU O Bo3BpamieHnu Opnaka. Diucca
nepesena Ayx. Mrak, yem ceroaHs 3aHsAThCA?

MosxHo mnporynasTecsi mo 3aMKy. CHauana IMOCMOTpETh, Kak IMOBapuxa Imeder xied ams
npuABOpHBIX M cayr. Ilotom mnpodTH MHMO OOWHMII U TEepeOpOCUThCS Mapod CJIOB €O
ctpaxkaukamu. OHa 3Haia, 32 YTO HAPOJI JIIOOUT CBOMX IPaBUTENCH — a MpocToi o TammHopa, 1
B 0COOCHHOCTH )UTeIH Tajia u ero OKpeCTHOCTEH, JII0OUI ee.

Cpa3zy xe mocie OpakocoueraHusi Jlopuc mpuHSII MyIpoe pelieHHe: CHOBa MpoexaTh I10
cambIM 0OJIBIIMM TOPOJaM, Ha 3TOT Pa3 B CONMPOBOXKAEHUU Daucchl. OH 3Hal, Kak €ro mnojjiaHHbIe
mobuin Haiipuro. Tonabko Tak MOXHO AOOUTHCS, YTOOBI HAPOJ CMUPHIICS C €€ CMEPTHIO U IPUHSI
cBOIO HOBYIO KoposeBy. U Jlopuc ne ommbes. Kpacora Dmuccel, ee MATKAM U CKPOMHBIH HpaB
ouapoBalli BCEX — M B3poOCibIX, M Jereil. Kpome Toro, ona Obula, HECOMHEHHO, YMHa U
o0Opa3oBaHHa, a IOTOMY Obljla IPUHATA U CPEAU 3HATHU.

Yro xe 310 mpoucxoaut? OHa Bcerda Tak JIETKO NpUHUMAana peuieHus... M Tyt B aBepb
HErpOMKO MOCTYYaJIH.

— Boiiaure, — npousHecia Dinucca, OTCTynast K BBICOKOMY OKHY. Ee BHUMaHMe yke IpUBIIEK
CTYK KOIIBIT BO JIBOPE.

Ponunn, ee MOMOUIHMK, Hayal C MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIX W3BUHEHMM W JIMIIb TOTOM, HHU3KO
MOKJIOHUBILIHUCH, OTKPBLI IPUYMHY CBOETO CTOJIb PAHHETO MOSBJICHHUSL.

— Bolicko BEpHYIIOCh, MOSI TOCIIOXKaA.

— A Ero BennuecTBo? — cripocuia Diucca, OTBOPauMBasCh OT OKHA... U OYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
KpacHeeT. BoT yxxe BTopoit BoceMepuk ona Bctpeuaer 6e3 Jlopuca. Kak eit ero He xBaraer! Ho
€CJIM OH BEpPHYJICS, HET HYXbI T'YJISTh [0 CTEHE, €Xach OT IPOMO3IJIoro BeTpa. Bot kro 3aiimer ee



MBICTH. BOT KTO pasroHMT TOJITYy MpAayHBIX AyM, BOT KTO OyAeT MOTYEBATh €€ HCTOPHUSIMH,
MOpaayeT CBOUM yIUBUTEIBHBIM CMEXOM, OKPYKUT CBOEH OeCcKOHEYHOM 3a00ToM... BOT u Bce, 4to
HY)KHO, UTOOBI pa3BesiTh €€ JypHOE HaCTPOEHHUE U BCE BO3pacTarolllee OeCroKOnCTBO.

— Mue ouvens xanb, HO Ero BenmmuecTBo, OYEBHIHO, HE CMOXKET BEPHYTHCS B Oirkaifiiee
Bpems. Kak mMHe cooOupmim, oH moceniaer mnouyreHHoro Tosuin, KOTOPBIM OYEHb TSXKENo OOJieH.
KoponeBckas crtpaka ocramace B IlapkecroHe, 4ToOBI B JaJIbHEHIIEM COMPOBOXAATh Ero
BEJINYECTBO JOMOM. ..

OH yBHJ€I Ha JIMIIE KOPOJIEBBI PA304apOBAHUE U CMOJIK.

— Cmacu6o, Ponunn, — mpousHecna Dnucca U OTBEPHYIIACH.

— 3-3-3... — Ponunp 3amsiics. — Baiie Benn4ecTBo, ¢ BaMU JK€JIaeT MOTOBOPUTH TOMOIIHUK
npaiimM-o¢uuepa. OH KJIeT B IPUXOKEH.

— O! 3oBu ero ceityac xe!

Bot 310 HOBOCTB! Dmnmcca mpocusna. Jkuin HakoHEN-To BepHYJCs. Ero Tak maBHO HE ObLIO
7oMa. ..

Ponunz cHOBa MOKJIOHWIICS Y TOKUHYJ MTOKOM KOPOJIEBBI, TUXO MPUKPBIB 32 COOON JABONHBIE
TIBEPHU.

BepHyBiuinch B cBOE JIHOOMMOE Kpecio, Diucca OKMHY/IA B3IVISIIOM IPEJECTHBIM CalluK,
obHeceHHBbIN BhICOKOM cTeHOM. [Tomapok Jlopuca... Tak BbIILIIO, 4TO OHA K/ajia OJHOTO JIFOOUMOTO
YeJl0BEKa a JI0KJalach JIPYroro... M €ro IIard yxe CIAbIIIHBL. JJucca npeicTaBuia, kak JHKui ¢
BA)KHBIM BHJIOM BBHIIIATUBACT IO KOPUIOPY.

OTa caMOyBEpEHHOCTb, KOTOPYIO JIETKO ObUIO MPHUHATH 3a CHECh, OyJuiia B MPUIBOPHBIX
JamMax caMble HECKpOMHbIE >keiaHus. JKuiI HEeIaBHO MOJIydWs1 Ha3HAYeHHe, TaK YTO Yy HEro
MOSIBUJICS JIMIITHUM MTOBOJT BBICOKO JIep>KaTh roJjioBy. Teneps OH )KEHUX XOTh Ky/a.

[ToHSATHO, YTO JamMbl MOTYT B3JIbIXaTh MO HEMY CKOJIBKO JyIl€ YrOAHO — DiHcca He BUJENa
Cpenu HUX HU OJTHOM mojxojsiiei HeBecTol. Korna ona mosisurcs... Cxkopee Bcero, [kt momer
9TO MNEPBBIM. A TOKa OH C YJOBOJBCTBHEM CTPOMUT IJIa3KM TO OJHOMW, TO JIPYrol M WIpaer ux
4yBCTBAMM, HE UCTIBITHIBAs MyK coBecTU. I HU oaHOM He oTaaeT nmpennoureHus. [locneanee oueHn
pazsoBano JnHccy. ITO 3HAUMT, YTO OH IOKa HE JyMmaeT o keHuThOe. Bo nms Cera! Manpunky
BCEro IIECTHAJIaTh, BCA KU3Hb y Hero Bnepenu. OH emie ycreeT HaTH Ty, KOTOPOW OTIacT
cepaiie.

Dnucca npeAnoysa 3a0biTh, 4TO BIOOMIAch B Topa, €1Ba BCTPETHB CBOE ACBATOE JIETO, a B
YeThIpHaIIaTh, BO BpeMsi Tanma I[BeroB B MsrtHom [losie, Opocmia eMy CBOW TEpBbIi OyKeT.
Crouno Topy HonpocuTh ee pykKu — 1 OHa coryacuiach Obl 0e3 KosebaHuil, 1 He ycIeno Obl cecTh
COJIHIIC, KaK OHM cTaynu Obl MykeM H xkeHoil. Ho Top He ycmen. Mepkyn otBiek Topa, Hamyran,
[IOTOM yroBOpuJ €xaTh B Taj... U pa3pymiuni Bce.

Jxun y)xe moaxoaui K JBepsiM. DJncca ciblliana, Kak OH pa3sroBapuBaEeT CO CTPAKHUKAMU.
Jlopuc HacTosim Ha TOM, YTOOBI y €€ JBepel Bceraa crosuia crpaxa. Hukrto, kpome Hee u Jlopuca,
HE 3HaeT, kak J[xun nosiBuiics Ha cBeT. HukTo He 3Haet, uro Jxun — poaHoil ceiH Koposs. Korga
Jlopuc OTKpBLI €if 3Ty TaiiHy, Dincca X0Tella HeMEIJICHHO TIOICTTUTHCA €10 C MaIbUUKOM, HO Jlopuc
otroBopui ee. [loka He cTout. Y Maipunka v 0€3 TOTO CIUIIKOM KPYTO HW3MEHHWJIACh KU3Hb.
OpHako Diucca cyuTana, 4To JKJIaTh CIUIIKOM JIOJT0 TOXE HE CTOUT. PaHO WM MO3JHO MaJIbYUK
JOJIKEH Y3HaThb O TOM, KTO €ro Hactosiui oter. CKpbIBasi 3T0, BMECTO IOJIb3bl MOKHO HAaHECTH
emMy OOJIbLINI Bpe.

JlBepu pacmaxHyiIuCh, Diucca 3aKI0YMIa ChlHA B OOBATHUA... U BCE MBICIH O PaBHOBECHH
MUpa BBLIJIETENN Y HEE U3 T'OJIOBBI.

Top, Cakcen u Kiyr Toxke MNOHAIM, YTO MHUp NpHUILIEN B JABHKEeHUE. B 3TO Bpems oHH
HaxouIKch Ha mytu B Kumnpec.

— Tsl uyBcTBYeIb? — BOCKIMKHYN CakceH.

Opitak. Oto OblIa mepBasi MBICIIb, KOTOpas mocetusna Topa.

«decsrerit man, Kimyt?»

Ero rosnoc 6b11 10J10H TpeBoru: K TakoMy Top OblI HE TOTOB.



«He nymaro, — pazganicst y HEro B rojoBe crnokoiHbeii rosioc Kmyra. — [lo-mMoemy, Hu4Yero
IJI0X0ro He ciyuniock. [Ipocto usmenunocs paBHoBecue mupa. Mnu s omumbarocs?»

[Tocne kopotkoro pasmbiiuieHuss Top cormacuics. A 3areM... EMy mokaszanock, 4to my4
cBera BIpyr npodun obmaka. Cepame Topa 3ameno OT paaocTH. YIaB Ha KOJIEHH, OH PACKUHYII
PYKH, CJIOBHO XOT€J] OOHSTH Hebeca.

— Mowu netu, — mporoBopui oH. — OHM BEpHYIHUCH B TayuTMHOP.

Cepnue JlecoB Toxe mukoBasio. PanoBanuck nepeBbs, pajoBajIUCh 3BE€PU M ITHULBL,
paoBAIMCH BOJIIIEOHBIE CO3/TaHMUs, KOTOPBIM JIFOJIU €IIe HEe IPUIYyMaTd Ha3BaHMUS.

— Onu yxe 0nu3ko, — npousHecia Conuana.

Apabenna 3amakana. OHa Opuia cyacTimBa. CaMple AparolieHHbIe U3 OOUTaTeNel 3TOr0 MHUpa
HAKOHEII-TO BO3BPALIAINCH Ty/a, T/Ie UM CIIEI0BAIIO OBITh.

CamieMeHTpO CHAET B CBOEM JIOOMMOM JOMHUKE CpPEIU XOJMOB B OKpecTHOCTsIX Tana u
HacTpauBall JIIOTHIO, KOTJja IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MHUP IPHILEN B IBUKECHUE.

AJIOHTO, BOXK/JIb MOPYKOB, 3aMep KaK BKOIIAHHBIN U 3aKpbLI IJ1a3a, IPUCIYIIABASACh K TOJIOCY
3EMIIH.

@urruc, TOpHbI KapiMK, pacXakuBall Mo Maixyde Kopalissi, KOTOPbI FOTOBUIICS OpOCHUTH
skopb B Kapagyne. Hamo kak MOXXHO ObICTpee OTHpaBIATbCS Ha Ior, permn JeBATeii U3
[TanaguHOB.

Bce onu 3namu: Tpu cranoBsitcss TpueauHCTBOM, YTOOBI HaWTHU CBOE MECTO M HaIPaBHUTh
CBOHX 3allIUTHUKOB HA YTOTOBAHHBIE UM IIyTH.

Ponnolt ceiH Dnuccel ObLT KMB M 370pOB — IpaBla, ceiiuac eMy Kas3ajloCh, YTO M3 IpyIu
BBIIIMOIO Bech BO3AyX. OH TOJBKO YTO TOJYYHI BO3MOXXHOCTH TO-HACTOSIIEMY IOIIETIOBAThH
3evuro TaymmmHOpa, XOTA €My HE O4EHb 3TOT0 XOTeNoCh. BOT 3TO BeTpscka... I'maeoHn o3upancs
BOKpYT, HE Bepsi CBOMM TazaM. EMy He moHamoOMiI0ch MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOObI oTApImaThcs. Ho
Coppenb roBopuiia, yToObl OHU NPUAYT B 3TOT Mup BMecTe! He HyXHO ObLIO OTKpBIBaTh IJiasa,
9TOOBI TIOHSITH, YTO 9TO HE TaK. ['MaeoH ObUT oxuH. 3HA4MT, Koraa oHu ¢ Jlaypun u Coppenbio
MPOXOIMIIN Yepe3 MOPTAJIbI, CIYIHIIOCh YTO-TO HEMPEIBUICHHOE.

I'mpeon cHoBa ormsiaencs. OH cUaeN MOCPEnn IOJIs, PSIIOM IMMACIHCh KOPOBBI, U BHII Y HHUX
ObLT HEMHOTO yJIMBJICHHBIA. HekoTopoe BpemMsi OHM CMOTpeIH Ha HE3HAKOMIIA, HO TIOTOM PEIIHIIH,
9TO OT HETO CTOUT JIEPIKATHCS MO AIIBIIIE.

['mpeon 3axmypuics, MOMOTaNI TOJIOBOM M CHOBa OTKPHLI Ia3a. KopoBsl Openu npous. la,
oH TouHO He B foMuke Coppenu. OH B moJie, HEU3BECTHO TJe. 3HAYUT, CTapyIlika He OOMaHya.

Bce 310 OBLITO Kak-TO cTpaHHO. HU4ero ckBepHOTO, MPOCTO HEMPUBBIYHO. .. [ MIeOH HUKOT 1A
HE OTJIMYAJICS OCTPHIM 3pPEHHEM, a cefdac MOT pas3TisieTh KKIAYI0 MOPIIMHKY Ha KOpe JepeBa,
KOTOpo€ pociio 3a mojieM. CKaku eMy KTO-HHOY/b, YTO YEJIOBEK Ha TaKoe CIocoOeH, OH Obl He
MOBEpUJI. A IoueMy NTHULbI TIOIOT Tak TpoMko? Uto Tyt BoooOue TBoputcsa? Mosxker 6biTh, Coppenb
cobupanack MEPEeHECTH €ro B KaK0e-T0 JPyroe Mecro?

I'mpeon BeTan u riry0oko B310xXHYA. OH MOMHWIL, KaK CIEAMI 332 MEPIAIOIIAM CHITySTOM SIpro
B nomuke Coppenb, Kak B3s1 3a pyky JlaypuH... Kak nmonyunnoch, 4To OHU pa3fenuinch?

['ne Jlaypun?

B 3TOT MHT OH OIIYTHJI HEYTO TaKOe, Yero HWKOI/A B )KM3HU HE HCIBITHIBAJN. B rojoBy Kak
OyaTO BOH3UJIACK JIASTHAS UTJIA... a IOTOM B yIIax 3a3By4ai rojoc. OueHb poOKuii.

«['uneon?»

OH He MOT B 3TO NOBEPUTb.

«Jlaypun, 310 THI?»

«310pOBO, BEpHO?» — OHA SIBHO OCMeETIena.

«IIpocto uymo. Kak 310 y T€0s momyuaercs?»

«9T0 U ecTb uyno,— [HaeoH ¢ pagocTbio ycnubllmiajl, Kak oOHa cMmeeTcs. — Mbl ke
YyBcTBYyIOIIHE, KaK U HAITM POIUTENH. ThI 4TO, BCE MPOCITYIIA 7y



«Her, mpocTo B rojioBe HE YIOXWIOCHY», — MOLIYTHJI Majb4MK, HO B 3TOM LIyTKe Oblia
W3ps/IHAS 10 UCTHHBL. JIaypiH B30XHYIIA.

«4 3Ha10. A TeOe He KaKeTCsl, UTO TeOe 3aMEHUIIH I1a3a U YU ?»

«TouHo. Bce crano takum yeTkuMm... 5 B mose. A Tol rae?»

«C Coppenbto. OHa CUMTaET, YTO Mbl OKa3ajauch B XapuMoHe. 3a0aBHOE Ha3BaHMe, IIpaBja’
A MecTo, Kyna Mbl Hampabisiemcsi, HaszbiBaeTcs emie 3abaBHee. Cepmaue JlecoB. Dto Coppenb
cKazajay.

«IloHnMaro»

['ieon HEMHOro BBDKJAAJ, MPEXKIE YEM MPOU3HECTH CIENYIOIIEee CIIOBO — TaK IOJIy4alocCh
KpacuBee.

«Xopo1iasi MbICJIb, — CHOBa MHOTO3HAUUTEIbHOE MOJTYaHHE. — A Kak ke 7»

[Tonayamy JlaypuH pemnia, 9To HE CTaHET HCIBITHIBATh K [ MIMOHY HUKAaKUX TETUTBIX YYBCTB.
OpHako ero n00poayIIHBIE HIYTKHM MPOCTO 3aBOPOXKMIM e€e. B KOHIle KOHIOB, OH ee Opar, ee
CeMbsl... ITO ObUIO €l CIMILKOM JI0OpOro, 4YToObl HE MOJI0OUTH 3TOr0 Majbuuka. K Tomy ke sTa
CBSI3b PAa3yMOB. ..

«Jt10 Obl1a TBOS UAed, I'naeon — passe Tbl 3206117 Coppernb TOBOPUT, YTO Thl TOXKE JOJKEH
otnpanisaThes B Cepaue Jlecosy.

«Moxet ObITh, OHA TIOJICKAXKET, KaK Tyaa aooparscsa? TyT kak pa3 macyrcst KOPOBBI, U OJHA
U3 HUX SIBHO ceOe Ha yme. MoJkeT, 3a0paThcsl K HEll Ha CIIMHY U CKaKaTh BO BECh OMOP?»

[Ilyrka npusena Jlaypus B BOCTOPT.

«IIpocTo mocrapaiicsa 1o0paTbes Tyaa Kak MOKHO ObicTpee [lomoxan. . .»

['maeoH 9yBCTBOBAJ, YTO UX Pa3yMbl MO-TIPEKHEMY COCIMHEHBI HEBUIMMON HHUTBHIO, TIPOCTO
Jlaypun nouemy-To ymonkia «Jlaypun?»

«A 3necw. Tlocmymait, I'uneon, Coppenb TOBOPUT, YTO 3TO BOBCE HE CMEIIHO. ThI JIOJDKEH
OBITh OYEHb OCTOPOKEH. He cyiics Tyna riie MOTyT ®AaTh HEMPUATHOCTH — JIaXKe €CIH Te0e MPOCTO
nokaxetcs. Crapaiics, 4ToObl Ha TeOs He cIUIIKOM Tapaimiuck Coppenp BiIKa TeOE B JIEBBIM
KapMaH HeMHoro JieHer. Ho ux moxer He xBaTuTh. [loaymait ueM Thl Moxenb 3apadorats. Ho Tebe
HAJIO CTICIINTE.

«A... IlpexpacHo, — KOJKO 0TO3BajCs OH. — [lobmaromapu Coppenb 3a HEOLIEHUMYIO TOMOIIT.
Omna He moackaxert, rae 3To — Cepaue JlecoB?»

JlaypuH cHOBa HEHAJ0JT0 3aMoJIyaIa.

«CHavama nobepuch 10 OOJBIIOrO TOpojda, KOTOPHIA Has3piBaeTcs Tai, HO B caM ropoj HE
3axonu. [locrapaiica kak MOxkHO ObicTpee BoiTH B Benukuit Jlec. OH HanmoMHHAET 3BE311y, a BO3JE
OJIHOTO JIy4ya ecTh JiepeBHs DKceH. S He coBceM moHMMaro, 4yto Coppenb XO4YeT 3TUM CKa3aTh, HO
Tebe TaMm moHpaBurcs. S He wmydy. Tam Teba Oyayr oKoaThb BOJYMIIA, OCEl U
KEHIMUHA-0TIIeNbHIIA. M ¢ HuMu. VIM TBI MOKEITh IOBEPUTHCS».

Manpuuk paccmesics.

«A TBI e111e KO MHE 3arjsiHelb? — cpocui oH. — He Mory 10 AaTbcs HOBBIX YKa3aHUID).

«JIyumie Tbl KO MHEY.

«Kax Tb1 3TO fENaenib?»

«Hy... mpencraBpb cebe, 4TO OUEHb XOUellb J0 MEHS JOTAHYThbcs. S Tak nenana. TsHymach To
B OJIHY CTOPOHY, TO B JIpYT'YIO, TaK U HaIILJIa».

«O, BOT, 3HAUMT, KaK Bce mpocTo. [Ipsmo az0yka BommieOCTBaY.

«41 ve mory oOwsicauth syumie! Coppenb Ha3bIBae€T 3TO CBsI3bI0 pazyMoB. OHa 3Ty CBS3b
YCTaHOBHUTH HE MOXKET, HO TOBOPHT, YTO MBI MOXEM €O TI0JIB30BATHCS, YTOOBI Pa3roBapuBaTh APYT
¢ 1pyrom. Thl JOJKEH MOIIPOOOBATHY.

«Obs3aTenpHO MONPoOyr0. ToNbKO CHauana Haydych yOMpaTh HABO3, KOMATh 3€MIIO... YEM
TYT €Ll 3aHUMAIOTCS TaKue, KaK s — IPOCThIE JIIOIU .

«OTKyna ThI 3HACIIIb?»

«Yro? Kak maxatb?»

«Het. OTkyna TbI 3HaeIIb, YTO MBI U3 TIPOCTOHAPOIBSI ?»

«Moxet ObITh, Thl U HE 3aMeTHi1a, HO Coppelib o/iea Hac, KaKk KpeCThbSIHCKUX JieTei. 3HaTh U



yUE€HbI€ JIFOJU TaK HE OJICBAIOTCS.

«Coppenb TOBOPHUT, YTO ThI NpaB. U emie: Ham Haz0 3a0bITh TPO cBOM AoM. OHa yBepseT, 4yTO
TOTJ]a MBI OyZieM OOJIbIIIe TIOX0KH Ha MECTHBIX KHUTEICH.

«41 3a0yny Bce, uro yuui 1 Vcneitanuii?» — B yxace nepecnpocui ['uieoH.

«Hackonbko 51 moHsuia — 1a».

W oH nmouyBCTBOBAJL, YTO CBS3b MIPEPBATIACH.

I'mpeon moxbouenwmwics. Hamo xe — Bomuuna u ocen! Oto emy npocto cautcs. Ceitdyac oH
MPOCHETCS W OT JIYIIN TIOCMEETCS HaJl CBOMM IypankuM cHOM. OH OTIpaBWIICS Ha CEeBEp, YTOOBI
HABECTUTH IEpeJl CMEPThIO 0a0YyIIKY... U 0Ka3ajcs 37ech. OH HEMPEMEHHO MPOCHETCS, IOTOMY YTO
y HETO MOJHO BaXHbIX JieN... BOT TOJIBKO YTO OH JAOJKEH JenaTh?

Manpunk momoTan rojioBoil. Her cmpicna 3aech Topuath n0 konma Ceta, ga u Jlaypun
00BSCHIIIA, YTO HAJO JIelaTh. XOPOIIO Obl BCTPETUTHCA ¢ HEell cHOBaA... OHa — ero cectpa. CToJIBKO
JIET Y Hero HUKOro He ObLIO, M BOT, OKa3biBaeTcd... cecTpa. U takas cnaBHas. Jla, ecinu oH Xouer
cHoBa HaWTu Jlaypun, Hy)HO TToOBICTpee noOpathes 1o atoro Cepana Jlecos.

I'ineoH mojouien K Kparo MOJs, Iepee3 uyepe3 HU3KUM IJIETEeHb M OKas3alics Ha J0pore.
Xopomo, 1 Kyna tenepb uaru? CyHyB pyKy B KapMaH, OH Hallylaj CTEKKH, pa3opBajl HUTKH U
BBITAlIMJI MOHETKYy. Ha omHO# cTopoHe OBLT M300pakeH ApakoH, a Ha JPYroul... Kakas-TO
KJIBIKACTasi TBAPh — MOXO0KeE, YIBIPh. [ MIe0H OA0POCHII MOHETKY M TIOWMAJT Ha JIETY.

— YIelpp WM JApakoH? — CIPOCHII OH y KOPOB, KOTOPBIM, IOXOXE, HE OBUIO JO 3TOTO
HUKaKoro niena. BepositHO, MOATOMY HU O/1HA JJaKe HE TIOBEPHYJIACh B €r0 CTOPOHY.

TonpKO OH caM MOKET HaWTH OTBET. ECiu BhIMAAET yNbIpb, OH MOMAET HAMpaBo. [ UI€OH elie
pa3 moa0opoCcui MOHETKY. [IpakoH.

— 3Ha4yuT, HAJIEBO, — BECEJIO cKa3al Maibuuk. OH caM HE 3Haj, IOYeMy TaK PelIWI, HO Ha
Jylie y Hero nocsetiieno. HacBuCThIBas NECEHKY, OH 3alllarall o JJOpore HaBCTpeuy cBoel cyaboe.

Coppenb HEIOYyMEHHO CMOTpEIIa Ha JeBOUKY. [ MA€OH JoJDKEeH ObUT 0Ka3aThCsl 371eCh BMECTE C
HuMmu. ['ne xe on? Crapymky oxBaruiio 6ecrniokoictBo. [louemy onu pazaenmiuch? [larHaguars
JeT OHa JXKWja B JIPYroM MHpE, J0KHIAsACh, KOTJAa MOKHO OyAeT BEpHYThCS JOMOIl BMecTe C
JeTbMH, KOTOPBIX € JOBEPWJIM... M C CAMOI0 Hayaja BCe IOLUIO BKPUBb M BKOCh. Eciau ¢ HUM
YTO-TO CIYYUTCH. ..

Opnnako Jlaypun mpocTo cusiia.

Kaxercs, y Hero Bce xopoiio. OH UJeT HaM HaBCTPEYy.

Coppenb kuBHysa. He cToUT 6€CIOKOUTH I€BOYKY.

— Xopomo. 3HauuT, U HaMm nopa. Crenail oj10JKeHNe, IOMOTH MHE C 3TOM CYMKOM, Joporasi.
¥ Hac Bnepeu JOJATHM IYTh.

[ToMHUTCS, MHOTO JIET Ha3aJl OHA TOYHO TaK K€ OTHPaBIsIach B IMyTh ¢ Diuccoil... JleBouka
YAUBUTEIBHO MOX0Xka Ha CBOIO MaTh, XOTs U nosiHoBaTa. Ho xorjpa-HuOyap oHa CTaHET TakoW ke
KpacaBHIIEH.

JlaypyH BCKMHYJA JIETKMI MaTepyaThlii MEIIOK HA IJIEYO M B3sja CTapylIKy 3a pyky. Eiie
HEJaBHO OHA CHJieja B JIOMUKE U HE XOTella HUKY/1a UATH — BCE 3TO CIMIIKOM HAallOMUHAJIO AYPHYIO
mytky. Ho okasbiBaeTcs, ecTh Mup, rie BO3MOKHO BOJIIIEOCTBO... U OHa Tyna nonaia!l Jlaypun no
CHX IIOp HE MOIJIa MPUITH B ceOsl OT BOCTOPra.

3neck ee poautenu. Jlaypus miaoxo noHuMana, o 4yeM pacckassiBasia Coppelnb, HO HE HoJiana
BUly. UTO KacaeTcsi ee mpoluIoil *u3HU... JleBouka Oblja roTOBa OT HEE OTKa3aThCs — BEJlb Y HEe
Oynyt poautenu, y Hee Oyaetr cembsi! Eciam ona poaunace 31echk, 3HAYHUT, €d 37€Ch HEPEMEHHO
noHpaBuTcsa. Hukora emie eif He ObIIIO Tak JETKO U XOPOIIO, KaK ’TUM yTPOM.

— VY MeHs ecTb JAeHbIu, — nporoBopuia Coppenb. — HemMHOro, HO MBI IPOAEPKUMCSI, €CIIU HE
MO3BOJIATH ce0e JIMIITHEH pockomi. Bo3aMoxHO, Tebe mpumercs mopadoTats.

Jlaypun xuBnyna. Ilopaborats? Ho uto ona ymeer? [lucats? Jlanno, oHa nogymaer o6 3ToM
no3xe. B U3HU TBOPUTCS CTOJIBKO CTPAaHHOTO, YTO HE CTOUT OecroOKOUThCs 0 menouax. Ilycts
pemmaet Copperb.

— B Onmxaiimeit nepeBHE TOJDKEH OBITh MOCTOSUIBIA IBOP — €CJIM TOJIBKO MHE HE M3MEHSIET



MaMSTh... €CJIM OH 3a 3TU I'OJIbl HE CTOPEIL.

— W MBI TaM ocTaHOBUMCS?

— Ha sty HO4Yb. HemMHOTO OT/IOXHEM, a 3aBTpa TpoHEMCs B IyTh. S Oecrokoroch 3a ['uiaeona, —
Coppenp mokaudana rojoBoi. OHa Hapymmia CI0BO, KOTOpoe cama cebe mana, HO ObUIO yKe
IIO34HO. — MEl JOJI’)KHBI OBLIM OCTaBaTHCI BMECTE.

—Ho celiuac mMbl Hu4yero He MoxeMm ucnpaButb, Coppenb. OH naxe HE MOHUMAET, IIe
okazajcs. bynem HanesThCs, 9T0 OH A00epeTcs Tyaa, Kyaa HyXKHO.

— Kakas paccyaurenbHoCTb, — mporoBopuia Coppenb. — Best B MaTh.

— A ona tam... B Cepaue JlecoB, 0 KOTOPOM ThI paccKa3biBaia?

— Knsinyce, neBodka mosi, s HE 3HAO. A BOT YTO i 3HAI0 TOYHO: HAC MPHU3BAJI TBOWU OTEIl.
SIOTKIMKHYIJIaCh Ha €70 30B.

naBa 25
TanHa AlyHTapuHa

OH cam BO BceM BHHOBAT, TBepaui cede durruc. EMy cienoBano nouyBCTBOBaTh OMACHOCTb,
HO OH CJIMIIIKOM 00panoBaicst cB00oie. CTONBKO JIET... HET, CTOJBKO CTOJICTHIN OOJM U OTHASTHUS —
Y BOT OH CHOBa B TasyuHope.

A MoXeT ObITh, OH CIMIIKOM IOHAJESICS HAa YM U TEJO, HEKOI/a ObICTpble, KaK MOJHHSL.
MHorue cuuTarT TOPHBIX KAPJIMKOB TYNBIMU U MEJUIMTEIbHBIMH; BO3MOXHO, IPUYMHA TOMY — UX
OOJMK: TsDKEJbI J100, CJIOBHO HaBUCAIOIIMM HAJl TJIa3aMU, U IIUPOKUHN ToJaCcTOryobiit pot. Ho ato
3a0myxnaenue. Jla, KOpOTKUE HOXKKU HE MO3BOJISIIOT UM Oerarh ObIcTpo. OJIHAKO TOPHBIE KAPJIUKU
OTJIMYAIOTCSl 3aBUJHON BBIHOCIMBOCTBIO, MOTYT IIPEOJIOJIEBATh IEIIKOM OrPOMHBIE PAaCCTOSHMS,
KapaOKaThCsl O I'OJIbIM OTBECHBIM CKajlaM.

Her, mennutensHoCcTh — He uX mopok. Ho ceromus [eBsteiii u3 [lamaguHoB OBLT MPOCTO
OUrrucoM, Haclaxaajacs 3TUM... U YTpaTui OJUTENBbHOCTb, a TEHEepb MOT JIMIIb MUTATh K cede
OTBpALICHHE.

C tex mop kak oH npubs1 u3 Kunpeca B Kapanyn, Huuero ocoO€HHOro He MpOMCXOIUIIO.
®durruc OpIcTpO MpoOHpacs Ha 10T, CHal MOJ OTKPBITHIM HEOOM U €I TO, YTO y/aBajoCh JOOBITh.
OH He 4YyBCTBOBAJI XOJIOJIa, @ B IIYCTOM XEJIyJKE HE ypyaylo, Kak y OObIUHBIX Jroaei. OH Obu1
TOPHBIM KapJIMKOM, U JOJTUN IYTh IO O€3/J0POKbIO €r0 HE YTOMJISIL.

OH 00X0a1JI CTOPOHOM BCE TOPOJIa U ACPEBHU M TIOUTH JOCTHUT cepana Tammuopa. Kto 3nau,
YTO OINACHOCTH IOJCTEPETaeT €ro B COHHOM JIEPEBEHbKE 0] Ha3BaHueM JlyHTapuH, I'ie JKUTEIen
MOXXHO IepecuuTaTh 1o naigpuam! Ourruc pemmsi, 4ro emy cileAyeT MOTOPOINUTHCSA, U MOTOMY
BbIOpann 0oJjiee KOpPOTKYIO JOpOTY, UIIMPOKYI0 M OKHMBJIEHHYIO, XOTS BHYTPEHHEE 4YYBCTBO
MI0/ICKa3bIBAJIO EMY, UTO CJIEAYyeT OOOTHYTh JEPEBHIO, IBUTAsICh BIOJb PyUbs.

EMy crouso cpasy modysTe HEJIaJaHOE, CTOWIO TIOHSTH, uTo Oema O6mu3ka. JloctaTo4Ho OBLIO
TOro, yTo /lyHTapuH cpasy nokasajics emy 3JI0BEIIUM. B0k r1aBHON yIuIbl TECHHINCH JI€PEBBS,
a MX BETKHM HaBUCAJIM HaJ JOPOToi. 3/1ech naxe BO3IyX ObL1 cTpaHHbIM. Ensa ®urruc Bomien B
JIEPEBHIO, KaK IOYyBCTBOBAJI B3IJIS] HECKOJIBKUX Iap Ii1a3, KOTOPbIE CIEIWIN 3a HUM U3 YKPBITHH.

B crnenyrommii Mur emy Ha rosioBy ObICTpO M yMeno HaOpocwiu Mmemok. byap ®urruc
YEJIOBEKOM OOBIYHOTO POCTA, €r0 PYKH OCTAIUCH ObI CBOOOTHBIMU. HO OH OBUT TOPHBIM KapiIHUKOM.
KT0-TO 04YeHb CHIIbHBIN MOJAXBATHII IJIEHHUKA, a KPENKUN yJap MO roJIOBE JHILUI BO3MOKHOCTH
conpoTuBiAThECA. Y [leBsaroro u3 IlanaguHoB mortemHeno B riasax. HampacHo cuuTaror, 4ro y
TOPHBIX KapJUKOB U Yepen KaMeHHbI!, YCIell TOAyMaTh OH, IIPEXkKE YeM JIMLIIUICS YyBCTB.

Tenepsb oH npuien B cedsi, HO HAPOYHO HE OTKPBIBAJ 143 M Pa3MbIILISAI, KaK MOT JJOITYCTUTb
MOJ00HYIO OIJIOMTHOCTE. HaBepHO, MpOCTO CIUIIKOM ITyOOKO 3amymMalics. JTa HeXJaHHas BCTpeda
¢ Topkunom I'matom B Kunpece... Uto ke mo Toro manpunka no umenu Jloxnun ['mnbut, durruc
OBLIT TOJIBKO paja emy nmomMoub. CBeT HE BUEN O0JbIICH TIynocTH, Yem ucrneitanue Jlesoit. Kak sra
HITYKa MOXET PeUINTh, KTO IIpaB, a KTO BUHOBAT? YTo KacaeTcs MouckoB, To durruc Ob1 OJIU30K K
pa3zouapoBanuto. Ho 1ocTaroyHo 3HaTh, YTO Thl MOKEIIb CHOBA BCTPETUTH B3ris TopkuHa ['uHTa,
9TOOBI OOPECTH U CHITY, B BEDY.



Topkun ['mat, ToT Cambiii. ToT, pagu koro oHu Tak jaoiro Ooposivck. ToT, pagu Koro
Tepnenu 60Jb U CTpajlaHusl — U He 3psi. DTOT YEJIOBEK craceT MUpBbI, Koraa codeper TpueanHcTso.

Bo3MOXHO, OH HUKOTJ]a HE y3HAeT, YTO MaJICHbKUW YeJIOBEYEK, C KOTOPHIM OH HEIO0JIrO
o6ecenoBann B Kumpece — JleBsateii u3 I[lamaguHoB. D10 HeBaxHO. PaBHO kKak U TO, 4TO eMmy,
BEPOSTHO, IPEICTOUT MOJIOKHUTH 32 Toro Camoro cBoto xu3Hb. Celiuac Kapiauka 0€CIIOKOUIIO JIMIIb
OJIHO: TE€pPBO€ 3aJaHHE€ OH BBHINOJIHWI, U TeNepb HaJ0 KaK MOXXKHO CKOpee HalWTH Majb4MKa,
KOTOPOTO €My IpEeICTOUT 3aluiaTh. Manpuyuka, KOTOpOMY HY)KHa €ro nomomib. Tak ckazaina
Jluce, sBuBmmucyr @urrucy BO CHe. JTO OHA HACTOsJIA, YTOOBI OH TIOCKOpEE cell Ha KOopablb,
otmisiBatomuii B KapanyH. 3To oHa nmpojospkaia ero noAroHsaTb. OH — 3alIUTHUK MallbuyuKa. OTo
camasi BakKHasi poJib, KaKyro TOJIbKO MOXHO nopyuuts [lananuny.

BHes3anHo emy Ha roJjioBy, KOTOpasi BCe elle I'yjiela, BbUIMIM BEIPO X0J0JHOM Boibl. Kapimuk
HEBOJIbHO OTKpBLI IJla3a, MOTOM IPUIIOAHSIICS, OMHUPAsCh Ha JOKOTh, U YBUJAEN JIOJEH, KOTOphIE
CTOSUIM TI0OAAJIb U MEePEIIENThIBAIHC.

— W To4uHO KapiuK.

— B Hamu kpas Takue He 3a0penarot. S nymain, npo HUX TOJBKO B CKa3KaX pacCKa3bIBaroT.

— Hapon Ha Hero Basom moBajiuT.

durruc cMOTpen Ha HHX, crapascb He Mopratb. OH HaxoAWJICS B KakOM-TO TECHOMU
KOMHATYLIKEe, U BCE MOXUTUTEIH SPOCTHO Kypuiid TpyOku. OT TabayHOro JIpIMa ObLIO HEBO3MOKHO
JBIIIATH, U TOJIOBA y KapJuKa eme 0oJibiie pa300Jienacs.

— ['oBopuTh yMeenib? — OpOCHIT OJIMH, 00palIasch K HEMY.

— JloOporo mHsA, Tymble TMOXXKHpATETH HaBo3a, — oTo3Bajcss durruc. M3 ocTOpoKHOCTH OH
rOBOPHJI HA CBOEM POJIHOM SI3bIKE: 3Ta KOMIIAHUS BBITJISAEa BECbMa rpo3HO. Jlydie NpuKuHyThCs
JypauKoM, [IOKa HE CTAaHET SICHO, YTO JIeaTh Jajblie.

YenoBek, KOTOPBIM 3arOBOPHUII C HUM, BBIIOXHYJ JAbIM U OCKjaduics. 3yOOB y HEro BO pTy
ObLIO SIBHO MEHBIIIE, YEM JIIPOK MEKYy HUMU, 3aTO CI0XKEHHUEM OH HAIIOMUHAI KAMEHHYIO TJIbIOY.

— PasroBapuBaer!

— IonpoOy#i cpocuTh, TOBOPUT JIM OH MO-HAIIEMY, — IPEJUIOKUI €r0 MPUsATENb, TOMOJIOXKE.
310pOBSIK KUBHYJ M CHOBa oOparuiicsi K OUITucy, BRITOBapUBasi KaXKJ0€ CJIOBO OYEHb YETKO U C
pacCTaHOBKOM.

— Thl... roBOpHULIE. .. Ha sI3bIKE. .. TammmuHopa?

— Ha, ro-Bo-pto,— oTBeTwsi @DOUITUC MW CHOBA Jajd BOJIKO KPacHOPEYMIO... BEpHEE,
CKBEPHOCJIOBHUIO, HACIaXJasiChb TEM, YTO HUKTO M3 KYpWUJIbIIMKOB HE MOHUMAaJ SI3bIKa TOPHBIX
KapnukoB. DUITHC TOBOPHJI HEIPOMKO M UyTh HapaclneB, HO €cid Obl €ro IMOKOiiHas MaTb
yCIbIIana Takue peun, OHa IepeBepHYIachk Obl B rpo0y.

Penko3yObrit kKUBHYII.

— Xoren Obl 5 MOCHYIIAaTh, KAK OH MPOCUT MOMIA/bl Ha HAIlleM SI3bIKE, — Cy/s IO €ro rojocy,
eMy ObLJIO OYEHb XKaJlb YTO TAKOE HEBO3MOXKHO.

Mouute o momane? C yero Ob1 3107 K 3TOMY Bpemenu Tyman nepexa riazamu durruca
paccesuicsi. [IeBAThI NOHSII, 4YTO HAXOAUTCS B HU3KOM OpeBEHYAaTOM JOME — TO Jiu B amOape, To 1
B capae. HaBepHO, Ha KpeCTBhSIHCKOM MOJBOpKE... [loxutureneir Obu10 msaTepo. BeTaB KpykkowMm,
OHH YTO-TO 00Cyxaanu. OUrruc 3aKpplil IJ1a3a U cAeial BUM, YTO CTPalaeT OT FOJIOBOKPYKEHUsS. A
MOKET ObITh, OHHM pEIlIaT, YTO OH YCHYJI, 1 HAYHYT TOBOpUTH Tpomue. [loHeMHOry 3aBajnBasch Ha
00K, OH CHOBa pacIuIacTajcs Ha 3eMJie, IS BALIEro yaqo0cTBa MOACYHYB MO/l TOJOBY 3JI0TOIYYHbBIN
MEIOK.

—OctaBp €ro B [OKOE,— TMOCHBIIAICS TOJOC Bep3wibl. — [naBHOE, uTO JUId
KEPTBOIIPUHOIIEHHS MbI HAIlIM BCEX, KOTO HY)KHO.

PasroBop nponomxkancs. OHM NO-IPeKHEMY TOBOPUIIM HETPOMKO, HO DUrruc Mor pazodpath
Ka)XJI0€ CJIIOBO: CITyX y HETO OBLJT OTMEHHBIMN.

— A xak 1eB4YOHKA?

Bep3suna. [Ioxosxe, OH y HUX 3a IJIaBHOTO.

— A 4r0 ¢ Heli ctaHeTcs. — He3HakoMBbli ToJ1oc.

— 5] copamuBaro: OHa HUYEro He 3amoio3puiia’?



— Kto ee 3naer. Moxet, Opu ckaxer. OH ee cro/ia IPUBOJIOK, U €€ OpaTiia ToXKe.

— Opu...

— Acp?

3Byk maros. HaBepHo, 310 Opu npuiesn.

— JleBuoHKa 4TO-HUOY/Ib 3HAET?

@urruc ycnpiman, kak Opy MOYECHIBACTCS, IPEXK/IE YUEM OTBETHTb.

— He... He nymaro. f ee Buepa Buaen. Bema cedst, kak 0ObI9HO. A MOXKET OBITh, U JIOTAAIACH.
Omna Beb HE Typouka Kakas-To. Bce, KTO TyT )KHMBET, 3HAIOT, YTO ceiiyac 3a BpeMsi.

[Toxoxe, rnaBapp nponycTuil ciosa Opu MUMO yIIEH.

— A 4rto ee poautenu?

— O10 He ee poautenu, CKIPrul.

— Jla mmeBatp s xoten. C 3TUM KapiHKOM Yy HAC MOJOMPAETCS OTIIMYHAS KOMITaHUS. MBI TyT
takoe ycrpouM! KisiHych, sydine 3ToT 0Opsix HE MPOBOAMIN C TEX MOpP, KaK 5 MEIMIKOM IO CTOJ
xoaui. Bripouewm, BenvkaHa s y)ke 3aIIOMHHIL.

— l'oBopAT, OH KOATO yMUpa.

CHoBa 3HaKOMBII TOJOC. DTOT YenoBek mpepiarad CKIprury npoBEepUTh, MOHUMAET JIM UX
TUICHHUK MECTHOE HapeyHe.

—O pa Tpak, gonro. B To paBHOmEHCTBME MBI HACHaAWiIuCh OT nymu. W Hemmoxo
MOJIAKOMHJIHCh.

Cxoaprun, Tpak, Opu... U eme aoe. Bripouem, 3to yxe HeBaxHO, nomyman durruc. Kyna
Ba)XHEE TO, YTO OH TOJIGKO YTO y3HaJ. BBIXOJWT, OH caM | Kakasi-TO JEBYIIKa OyIyT IPUHECECHHI B
KEpTBY Ha Ipa3JHUKE BECEHHETO PaBHOACHCTBUs. CKOJBKO THEH OCTANOCh IO PABHOACHCTBUS?
durruc mNOMBITAICS OTBETUTH HAa ATOT BOMPOC, XOTS €ro 3aTyMaHEHHas, Tymsmias ToJIoBa
no-npexxknemy 6onena. [loxanyi, aBa qHs.

JIBa mHs Ha TO, YTOOBI COEXKATH. .. Wi Opiak MmoOeuT.

I'mpeon men yxe Heckonbko aHed. Cnemys coery Coppenn, OH CTapalicsi CTOPOHUTBCS
mozeit u Oepeds geHbpru. [lomaB B Kakyro-HUOYAb AEPEBHIO, OH TPATWII JIUIIb HECKOJIFKO MOHET Ha
x51e0 u ppykThl. XKaxka ero He MyduJia: cjaeBa OT JOPOTH Oexkaia mpo3padHasi ObICTpast peuka.

[Tpr TakoM CKyAHOM NHUTAaHWU JEHBTH YXOAWIH MemieHHO. OmHaxael ['MaeoHy mpumuio B
rOJIOBY TPHTBOPHUTHCS TIYXOHEMBIM — BeChbMa yJAadyHas MbICTb. Kakercs, KOorma-To OH YKe
npuberai k 3toi ynoske. B nercrse... Ho 6onbie ['nneon Hudyero He Mor BCnoMHUTH. C KaKIbIM
JTHEM BOCTIOMHHAHUS TYCKHEIH, B 9TO €T0 Iyrao.

['myXOHEMBIX OOBIYHO CUMTAIOT TIIYITOBATHIMHU, U MAIBYHK YCIEIIHO 3TUM IMOJb30oBaics. OH
YKa3bIBaJl MajblleM Ha OyXaHKY WM MPUTIITHYBIIUICS €My IUIOM, a TIOTOM MPOTSTHBAJ JTABOYHUKY
MOHETKH, 4YTOOBI TOT BBIOpan HyKHYI0. [loHa4amy oH HE MpeACTaBIsII, YTO CKOJBKO CTOUT B 3TOM
MHUpe, HO BCKope paszoOpancs. [IpaBma, ogHaKIpl OT ATOTO Mackapaja MpHaeTcs oTkazarbes. Ha
xJ1e0 U (PYKTHI JI€HEr XBaTHUT, HO €CJIM OH MEYTaeT MOCHaTh B MOCTEIN — POCKOIIb, O KOTOPOM
I'mpeon meuTan He pa3, HOUYS TOJ OTKPHITEIM HEOOM, — IPUAETCS MOJIOMATh TOJIOBY HA/l TEM, Kak
Ha 3TO 3apaborarh. Bo3MokHO, mpumeTcs y3HaBaTh, riae HaxoauTcs OJkceH. [IpucmymmBasce K
pasroBOpaM MECTHBIX KUTeNeH, [ MIeoH MOHSUI, 4TO BEIOpA IPAaBUIIBHYIO IOPOTY... @ MOXET OBITh,
MIPUIETCS B3SITh HEMHOTO FOJKHEE.

B Ommkaiimeit jepeBHe y HEro HEMPEMEHHO MPOPEXKETCs roJioc, MOKIscs cede Manbuuk. OH
HaleT cebe Kakyo-HUOyb paboTy Ha J€Hb U MOCTeNb Ha HOYb. Bee Oosbliie Jiro/iel nmonaganoch
HaBCTpeuy, Bce Ooible 00rousuio ero. B oOpreiBkax ¢pa3, KoTopbie JoCcTUTANM yieh ['mueona, To
U J1eno 3Bydano cioBo «JlyHTtapuny». Jltogm roBopuiam O mpa3gHeCTBaX, KOTOPhIE HAYHYTCS TaM
yepe3 HECKOJIbKO JHeH. JIio0onbITHO OyeT Ha 3TO MOCMOTPETh, TEM 0O0JIee UTO €ro MyTh BCE PaBHO
JISKUT Yepe3 3Ty JIEPEBHIO.

Bomnpeku ycunusim, ['ugeon He Mor ycTaHOBUTH CBsI3b pasymMoB ¢ Jlaypun. OH ObL1T 301 U
OTOpYEH: CECTpe HHYEro HE CTOUT 3aBsS3aThb C HUM pasroBOp, a OH caM Kak OyATO BOBCE HE
cniocoOeH TBopuTh BosmeOcTBo! [IpaBaa, Coppens ycrnokanBaia ero. Bcemy cBoe Bpemsi, roBopuiia
OHa.



[Toxoxe, B CBOMX CTPaHCTBUSX OHU ¢ JlaypUH HE UCHBITHIBAIM TE€X TATOT, YTO UCIBITHIBAII OH.
Hanpumep, HoueBaiu Ha MOCTOSIIBIX ABOpax. JlaypuH BOCTOpKEHHO paccKa3blBalla, KaK OHU LEJIbII
JIeHb COOMpaJIN SIr0/Ibl MOK)KEBEJIbHUKA U CHEKHOATO/IHHKA. MecTa, 10 KOTOPhIM OHU MPOXOIUIIH,
CJIaBWJIMCh CBOMMH BapeHbIMHU, KOTOPbIE IOKYIAIH JaXe 7151 KOPOJIEBCKOTO IBOPA.

«¥Y MeHs pyKu Bce yHLoBbIe, ['uieoH. Thl Obl TOJIBKO BUEN!»

«Haneroch ckopo yBUzeTh, Jlaypun».

Emy HpaBuioch ciblliaTh 3Ty pajgocTh B T0J0Ce CeCTphl. A Kakoil oHa Oblia MpayHOW U
YTPIOMOM, KOTJJa OHU MIO3HAKOMUJIUCH!

«Coppenb X04eT 3HaTh, I'/I€ Thl CeYac HaXO0UIIbCS.

«HenaBuo Bpimen u3 Yupium U HampaBisIlOCh B JEPEBHIO, KOTOpas, HACKOJBKO S MOHSII,
HazbiBaeTcs JlyHTapuH. OTa Jopora NpuBEIEeT MEHS Ha 10T — TaM s U JIOJDKEH OKa3aTbCsl... €CIH i
BC€ MIPaBUIJILHO TOHSI.

Jlaypun cmolikna.

«['uneoH... — cyas mo roisiocy, el yxe ObuIo He 10 Becenbsi. — Coppenb T'OBOPUT, YTO
JlynTapuH — crpanHoe MecTo. Korna Tl TaMm OKa)kembesi?»

«Hanerock, ceromus Beaepom. A 9to?»

CHoBa MoJT4aHHUE.

«Coppenb rOBOpUT, YTOOBI ThI CHaJl B 10JI€, MOAajbIlIe OT AepeBHU. Eciu Moxenib 000iTH ee
cTOpoHOH, 00oian. Ecim He MoXKelb, OBICTPO MPOXOAH YEPE3 HEEC U HE 3aICPKUBANCS.

«A B yeMm z1e10?»

Jlaypun otBetuiia He cpa3y. ['uneoH goranancs, 4To oHa nepeckasbiBaeT ero ciosa Coppenu,
a Ta OTBEYaeT.

«Coppenp onsth roBoput 3araakamu. [lo ee ciioBam, cTpaHHMKaM HE CTOUT MOSBIATHCSA B
JlyHTapuHe BO BpeMsi BECEHHET0 paBHOACHCTBUs. Huuero oObsACHATh OHA HE XOYET, HO HACTauBaET,
4yTOOBI ThI Ja)K€ HE MbITAJICS UCKaTh TaMm paboTy. M BooOlie He 3aaep)kuBaiicsi B 3TON JepeBHE,
HampaBisiics panpiie, K Mekcpopay. Ilocrapaiics kak MoOXHO ObicTpee noOparbest 10
OporrmemMa. Tam XOpoHMii MOCTOSIIBIN 1BOP, U paboTy Haiitu jierko. Ot @parriema 10 JKceHa
MOXHO J0OpaThes 3a ieHb. Mbl mouTu Ha mecte ['maeoHn. Jlenait Bce Tak, Kak Mbl C CaMOT0 Havayia
3angymanu». «Jlanno. Tonpko yro oHa Tak Ooutcs u3-3a 3roro JlyHtapuna? S ciblan, Tam
HaMEYaroTCsl MPa3IHECTBA.

«Coppenb 3HaeT 00JibIlie Hac. MBI TOJDKHBI €€ CITYIIaThCs).

«ThI mpaBa. 3Ha4YUT, elle OJHA HOUb Ha XOJIOJHOU 3eMJi€ 0]l OTKPHITHIM HEOOM).

«MHe odeHb kajb, I MI€0H, HO...»

«9t0 ObLIa TBOS 3aTes!»

OHU IPOU3HECIH 3TO — BEPHEE, MOyMaJIH, — OJJHOBPEMEHHO U PACCMESIIUCH.

«3HAYUT, TOTOBOPHUM 3aBTPa».

«Cnankux cHoB, 'maeon».

[locne pasroBopa y Hero Ha Ayuie noremieno. Jlake mpuka3 MPOBECTU €Il OJHY HOYb,
CBEpHYBLIUCH KaJauUKOM II0J KyCTOM, HE BbI3bIBAJI 3J0CTU. Beck eHb 1m1aras mo nelIbHOM g0pore,
K cyMepkaM ['mneon noctur okpectHocre JlyHrapuHa.

CremHenno, W Jopora, 3apocimias Mo 00€HMM CTOPOHAM TyCTHIMU JCPEBBSIMU, BHE3AITHO
MoKa3ajach omacHou. Bianeke mocipimancs Bouuid Boi, u 1o cnimHe y ['uaeona mpobexan 03HoO.
TeHu cranu JIMHHEE U T'ylle, B 3TOM ObUIO 4TO-TO 3j0Bemiee. K ToMmy BpeMeHH, Kak COJIHIIE CEello,
'uneon B3aparvBal OT KaXkJOTO LIOpOXa M YyBCTBOBaJ ceOsi OECKOHEYHO OAMHOKHUM. boibuie
BCEr0 Ha CBETE €MY XOTEJIOCh YCTAaHOBUTH CBSI3b Pa3yMoB ¢ JlaypuH U yciblIaTh €€ roJioc.

On yxe yOeaun cedst, 9To OyaeT marath BCIO HOYb, YTOOBI YUTH TOJAJIBIIE OT 3TOW JIEPEBHHU,
KOr/ia yBuea Brepeau GoHapb, KOTOPbIA MNOKAYUBAJICS Ha BECY.

— Dit! — BeipBasioch y ['maeona.

[Toxoxe, poHaph HEC KAKOU-TO MPOXOXKHIM, U ITOT YEIOBEK OOEPHYJICS Ha roJoC.

Kto 310? — cipocui xeHckuit rosnoc. HesHakomka sIBHO UCITyranach.

— Ilyrauk. IIpocture, 4yTO Hamyrain Bac.

VY MeHs ecTb najika, — Ipeaynpeansa >KeHIuHA.



I'me-To cHOBA 3aBBLI BOJIK.

— I He mpuuMHIO BaMm 3114, nouTeHHas. f ycran u rononex. [lo nmpasae rosops, Bce, 4ero MHE
XO0UeTCs, — 3TO MpHIeUb TAe-HUOy b B Teruie. MoxkeT, B ambape uiu B capae.

— Jlaii-ka MHE B3IJIIHYTh Ha TBOE JIALIO.

I'uneon mpubIM3MICS — OUYE€Hb MENJICHHO, YTOOBl HE HamyraThb €€ CHOBA, U OCTaHOBWIICS B
HECKOJIbKUX LIarax oT Hee.

— bimxe, — npukasana oHa.

— KnstHych, 4To He caennaio BaM HUYEro AypHOTO. I-3-3... Sl MOTy 3a1uiaTuTh 32 HOUJIer.

— VY 1ebs xopowuii rosnoc, nyTHUK. B Hem HeT 35100b1. I TeGe Bepro, IpOCTO X0Uy BUAETH, C
KEM pa3roBapuBalo.

I'uneon cnenan emnie HeckoJbko IaroB. MoHapb CMyTHO OCBeIIall >KEHIIUHY, HO JIULO €€
OCTaBaJIOCh B TEHHU.

— A-a, — npousHecina oHa. — JIumo y Teds Takoe ke MUII0e, KaK U roJioc.

— Cmacu6o. Mens 30ByT ['uneon... ['maeon ['unT.

— A MeHs — Uiiceynb. S xuBy BOH TaMm, — OHa MaxHyja KyJa-TO pyKoW, W ['maeoH cmor
pas3risiieTh CMyTHBIE OUepTaHus 1oma. B oHOM okHe /poskaia cBeyva.

— A y Bac ectb capaii, Uiiceynn?

— Jla. Bon tam. Pacnonaraiics noyno6nee. IlpaBna, Tam UBYT elle ABE CBUHbU, KOpOBa U
TPH KO3BI... — OHA 3aXUXUKajia, U ['M1e0H MOHsII, YTO OHA €llle COBCEM JIEBOYKA.

— A BBL... 3-3-3... )K€Ha KpeCThsiHUHA?

— Kpectesaanna? Hert, s BooOmie He 3amyxem, cynaps. I HukoMmy He mpuHaiexy. [Ipocto
MHE IIPUXOAUTCS paboTaTh HA OJTHOTO OOPOBA U €r0 TOJICTYXY-)KEHY. .. — OHA OCEKJIaCh.

'uneoH He Hamien, YTO OTBETUTh U CMYIIEHHO 3allyCTHJI ISTEpHIO B CBOM BoJochl. K
CYACThIO, JIEBYLIKA MIPUILLJIA €MY Ha IIOMOIILb.

— Moii uepen u3BUHATHCA. Sl He XoTena Tebs Hamyrath. [IpocTo X TPyJHO HA3BATh MHJIBIMU
moapmu. OcTaBaiicst Ha HOUb, TOJIBKO HE MOMAaJIaiics UM Ha TJla3a... a €Clid MoNalelibCsi, He TOBOPU
MM, Y9TO 3TO 5 T€OS MyCTHIIA.

— A nouemy?

— OnHu MeHs BbIIOPIOT. EMy HpaBUTCSI MEHSI TOPOTh, a €l — CMOTPETh, Kak OH MeHs ropet. Ho
s Hayuusiach HE IJIaKaTh, YTOObI MCHOPTUTH UM YIOBOJIbCTBHE. OHU 4acTo MEHs ObIOT, XOTH 5
CTaparoCh JIUIIHUN pa3 HE JaBaTh UM MOBOJA... Mau 3a MHOI.

['ueoH rimy0OKO B3OXHYI... U TYT K€ IOYYBCTBOBAJ 3HAKOMOE MPUKOCHOBEHHE K CBOEMY
pasyMmy.

«He ceituac, Jlaypun. [laBaii moTom moGositaeM, JaaHo 7»

Ces3p TyT ke obopBanach. CKBEPHO BCE-TaKHM BBIILIO: OHM JOTOBapUBAIIUCH, YTO OyayT
pasroBapuBaTh KaxkJblii AeHb. Cnenys 3a Uiiceysb, MalbuuK Ha IBIIIOYKAX BOILEN B capai.

— Thl TOJDKEH yXOIUTh PaHO YTPOM, — Ipeaynpeawsa AeBymka. He 3amep:kuBaiicsa B 3THX
Mectax. B Jlyntapune 4yyxux He 11004T, 0COOEHHO IO BECHE.

3a0aBHO, OH TaK W HE BUJEN €€ jJula... J[eBylika xoTena BbINTHU, HO ['MJI€OH MOTAHYICS U
B35U1 €€ 32 PYKY.

— Uiiceynb, Kak s MOTY OTILIaTUTh 32 TBOIO 100pOTY?

— Hukak. Pa3Be 4To Bo3pMenib MeHs ¢ co00il, — Ka3aloCh, 3TH CJIOBA COPBAJIUCH y HEe C Iryd
IIPOTUB BOJIH.

— Thl... niennuna?

— MoOXHO cka3aTh U TaK, — FPYCTHO OTBETHJIA OHA.

@®oHapp KauyHyJICS UM OCBETWJ ee Juio. Ha mur ero miaamsi OCBETHJIO TEMHbIE BOJIOCHI,
OJIMBKOBYIO KOXY U CTPAHHO CBETJIbIE IJI1a3a.

— Cmacu6o, Uiiceynb, — mporienTani OH.

JleBy1ika He oTBeTHIa. XPUILIBII MY»KCKOW I0JIOC TPOMKO ITO3BAJI €€ U3 TEMHOTHI.

— Uny! — kpuKkHyna oHa B OTBET.

['unieon B300pascs Mo JECTHUIIE HA CEHOBAJL, 3apbUICS B O1aroyxaroliee CeHO U PACTAHYJCS B
MOJHBIA POCT, MCIOJHEHHBIA OnaromapHocTd. KaMeHHBIM IIapuK TO-TIPEKHEMY JIEKal BO



BHYTPEHHEM KapMaHE€ Ha Tpyau; MaJb4YMK MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK OH HAarpescs, HO CIIMIIKOM YyCTal,
4yTOOBI JIOMaTh TOJIOBY Haja TeM, 4yTo 3To 3HauuT. Kamenr OpposibTa Openynpexian ero 06
onacHoctH. Eciu 661 ['mneon 31am 06 sTom... Ho oH He 3HaJ, TO3TOMY MPOCTO YCHYIL.

I'mpeon npocHyncst oyenb pano. OH cnai J0Jro, Kpernko M Bujen cHbl. Kakas-To yKeHIIuHa
roBOpujia C HHM, HO caMy JKEHIIMHY OH He Bujen. OHa He Ha3Bajla €My CBOEr0 HMMEHH, HO
HacTanBaja, 9TOOBI OH MPOCHITIANCS M KaK MOKHO CKOpee IMOKUHYI iepeBHI0. U eme yBepsuia, 94To
€ro 3aIIUTHHUK YK€ PAIOM... [ MJIe0H Tak HUYero 1 He TIOHSUI.

On cen u yneioHyncsa. Cravana Coppens, notom Uiiceynp Temneps 3Ta KeHIIMHA... M Bce
MBITAIOTCS €TO HAITYTaTh.

Heb60 TOnbKO Hauano cCBETNIETh, HO AECHb OOemian ObITh YyAECHBIM, XOTS U INPOXJIATHBIM.
'maeoH mpekpacHO OTAOXHYT W PagoBalCs KU3HU. TpEBOKHBIE MBICTH MOKHHYIH €ro, 3aTo
KEIyJJOK HAIOMHII O CBOEM cymecTBoBaHMH. Korjga B Oproxe ImycTo, HE XOYETCS 3aHUMAThCS
TOJIKOBaHHEM CHOBHACHWH. 3aT0o ['MI€OH BCIIOMHMII, YTO JAaBHO HE MOT MOECTh NockiTa. Eciu emy
MPEJICTOUT HMITH TEIIKOM JO Bedepa, HaJo HENPEeMEHHO Mo3aBTpakaTh. IlycTh XoTh Bech CBeT
TBEPAMUT, YTO €My HE CTOUT coBaThcsl B Jl[yHTapuH — 4TO ¢ TOro? DTO HPOCTO COHHAs crapas
nepeBymika. OH IEPEKyCUT, a TOTOM OTIIPABUTCS Ha FOTO-BOCTOK, K DKCEHY.

['mneoH OTpSIXHYICS, HO YCIBIIIAl, KaK KTO-TO BXOJUT B capaid, ¥ TYT K€ HBIPHYII B CEHO.

— Tsl 3nech? — npomientana Uiiceyns.

YV MasibuMKa CJIIOBHO ropa C Iied ynania.

— 31ech, — MIETHY OH B OTBET.

— Tebe Hano yxoauts. beictpo.

Wiiceyns Bckapabkanach 1o jectHuue. Bun y aeBymku Obul ucmyransbiil. ['nsas Ha Hee B
HE)XKHOM YTpEHHEM cBeTe, | MIeoH penmi, 4To OHH MOYTH POBECHHUKH. Buepa Houbto poHApH IHIITH
Ha MHT OCBETHJI €€ JINIIO, U MAJIbYHMK HE YCIIeT MOHATh, KaK OHAa MPEeJIeCTHA.

— Uiiceynp, a yto TBopuTcs B JyHTapune? Uro Tebdst Tak Hamyraio?

— Hexkorna o0bsicHATE. SlnpuHecia Tebe MoecTh... — OHa CYHyJa PYKy B KapMaH MepeIHIKa 1
BBITAIIIJIA TPYIY U Tetuibie Oynouku. — [IpocTr, He cMoria ykpactb 6ombie. OHU 3aMETSIT.

— OToro 0oJipllIe YeM JOCTATOYHO... IIOCJIE BCETo, YTO Thl yXKe cielnaina, — ['MAeoH marnyn K
Hel, Ho Miiceynp nonstriacs.

— [lourennslii ['uHT. ..

— 'mpeoH, — MATKO MTONTPaBHII OH.

OHa MOPBIBHCTO OTJISIHYJIACHh M TOCMOTpPEIIa BHU3.

— Tl HUUErO He cipliman?

— I ve npucnymuBaics. Hert, kaxercs, Huyero. Miiceyns kuBHyna. Kaxercs, OH ee U BIIpsSIMb
YCIOKOMJL.

— Buepa HOUBIO THI Ipe/Iaran MHE 3aIUIaTUTh. . .

—Jla, koHeuHO,— ['MpeoH omycTwin pyKy B KapMaH M TPUTOTOBHJIICS pacCTaTbCcs C
MOCIIETHUMH MOHETaMHU.

— Her, He Hano neHer. S mojaymana: MOXeT OBIThb... YCIIyra 3a yciayry? — oHa MpHCTaJIbHO
MIOCMOTpEIIa MAIbYHKY B Tia3a.

Kakne cBerneie y Hee rimasza, noxyman ['maeon. CtpaHHBIC: HE 3€JI€HBIC, HE TONyObIe... U
CeppIMHU UX He HazoBelb. Kak mecok Ha Oepery.

On ounyncs. [leBymika HanpspKEHHO JK1ala OTBETA.

— D-3-3... Aa, ¢ pagocTteio. M uro s Mory mmst Tebs caenarthb?

Wiiceynb poOKo ynbIOHYIACh.

— VY MeHs ectb Opatumika. OHu ero Toxke OblOT. bploT 6€3 kanoctu. S He 3Har0, KyAa Thl
HaIpaBJISCIIbCA. .. HO, MOXKET OBITh, Thl BO3BMEIIIH €T0 ¢ c000i1? Obemaro, XJI0MOT ¢ HUM He OyeT.

['mpeon MpIceHHO MOBTOPHII € ciaoBa. UTo 3a 6eccMpicuiial

— Tsl xouewnb, 4ToObI 51 3a0pait y Te0st TBoero Opara?

— Jla. 3a0epu ero u yBenu Kyaa yroao. IlycTs eMy HUUTO HE YrposKaer.

— A TbI He Oynenib no HeMy cKy4ats, Uiiceyins?



JleBylIka rpyCTHO yiabIOHYJACh.

— Tam, kyzna g ceroHs OTIpaBiIOCh, ' UA€OH, MHE HE IPUIETCS CKy4aTh.

VY I'maeoHa enBa HE pPa3opBATIOCH CEPIILIE.

— Ckopo oH Oyner TebOs »KJaTh 3a XJIEBOM, 1oj JepeBbsiMu. [logoxau 3aech HEMHOTo, a
IIOTOM BBIXOJIM 4epe3 3a/HIo ABepb. M yxoau u3 3Toil nepeBHH, yeM ObicTpee, TeM Jydiue. U,
noxxanyiicra, 6eperu moero o6para. Ero 30ByT I'Bepuc.

Niiceynb ymMOJIKIIa, IOTOM CHOBA IIOCMOTpena Ha ['maeoHa, moonuia kK HeMy M MOLEeIoBalla B
LIEKY.

— Cnacu6o Tebe.

Omna yxe XoTesa CIlyCTUThCS, HO [ MJIEOH OCTaHOBUII €€.

— [Mocnymaii, B uem neno? Thl MOHMMAaEIIb, YTO TO HABOJWUT Ha pa3MbliuieHus? Bce atu
MpauHbl€ pOKOBBIE TaiHbI... UTO mpoucxoaut B 3Toil nepeBHe? Yero Tl OOMIIBLCS, €CIM OTAACUIb
poaHoro OpaTta IepBOMY BCTpeUYHOMY?

JleBymika mpucTanbHO mocMoTpena Ha Hero. Ha mur I'maeoHy mokasanoch, 4To ee TryObl
JIPOTHYJHU... HO OH TYT € TMOHsI, 4To cie3 He Oyaer. Kakas ona cwipHast! OH BCIOMHIII, Kak
JIEBOYKA TOBOPUIIA O MOPKaX...

— Pa3 B nATh JIET B IeHb BECEHHET0 PaBHOJIEHCTBUS KUTenu [lyHTaprHa OTIPaBIIsiOT 0COOBI
putyan, — Wiiceynp rioyboko B3noxHyna. — Tak nmoBenoch uzapesie. B aTux mecrax jroau Bee ele
BEPSAT B IPUMETHIL.

— IIponomxaii, Uiiceyis.

OHH AyMaloT, YTO €CJIM HE MIPUHECYT KaKUM-TO 0€3yMHBIM OOram >KepTBY, ypoxkail HOrMOHET.
Bo Bcsikom cityyae, korzpa-to Obuio Tak. Temepp 3TO MpOCTO MOBOJ HajJ KEM-TO MOU3/AEBATHCA. A
noToM youth. Mos nmpabalylika pacckas3biBajla, UTO KOTJa-To yOUWBalu TeJIEHKa, Tenepb yOUBaoT
MaJeHbKOro MajibuyuKa. PaHbllle muium KpoBb KO3bI, KOTOPYIO €Ille HE CBOAMIIM C KO3JIOM, a Telepb
MIOYEMY-TO PEUIWIH, YTO HaJl0 yOUBATh IEBCTBEHHUILY.

Ceituac 3arutauet, noayman ['uaeod. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO BOJIOCHI Y HETO BCTAIOT JILIOOM.

— Wiiceynb. .. ThI XOUYeIIb CKa3aTh, YTO TE€OS MPUHECYT B KEPTBY?

Wiiceyny xuBHyna. Ee rnasza yxe Ornecrenu, HO OHA cjejana yCWIMe, M HU OJHA KaIUlsl He
CKaTUJIACh I10 €€ ILIEKE.

— Jla... u emie Kakoro-To OeAHSry — rOBOPST, Kapiauka. PaHbplie MpUHOCKIM B )KEPTBY BOJIa —
KapUJIM ero *uBbeM, a motoMm enu Msico. Ho I'Bepuca onu He yObIOT! — B €€ CBETJIBIX IJa3ax
BCIIBIXHYJIa HEHABUCTh. — A MEHs ITyCTh 3a0uparoT. Sl HUYEro He BUXKY B 3TOH JKU3HU, KpoMme Oel, U
Oyny Tonbko panga ymeperb. Ho moit Opatuk... OH emie He BCTpeTun msitoe jieto! Y HeEro Bce
BIIEPE/IHU. .. €CIIH TOJBKO Y/IACTCS €r0 CHACTH.

— XBarut, — mepebunn ['maeoH, He 3HasA, ycmokamBaTh ee WM Oexarb. bosee Henmemoit
HCTOPUH OH B >KM3HM He ciblan. A Beap Coppenb npenynpexaaia. M keHiuHa 13 cHa TOBOpUIIa,
YTO ATO HEXOPOLIEE MECTO. ..

— A mouemy Thl He MOXellb cOexarb ¢ ['Bepucom?

—C MeHs rna3 He cmyckaroT. S naxe M3 JIEpeBHH HE CMOTY BBIUTHM — MEHSI CXBaTAT...
[ToBTOpst0 TEOE: 51 OOMbILIE HE XOUY KUTh. S ObliIa ObI pajia HOKOHYUTH ¢ co00il. Bee, 0 uem s xouy
1mo3aboTuThCs, — 310 0 ['Bepuce. [Ipomnry Tebs: criacu ero.

Cuitbl UBMEHWIIN €, U OHA pa3pblaaiach.

— Xopouo, npusoau I'Bepuca. Mel yxonuMm. Bee Bmecre.

MoxHO TogymMaTh, OH 3HAET, 4TO jaenaet... Ha camom aene, 'maeon ObT cam HE CBOHM OT
ykaca. DTO yKe CIMIIKOM. PuryanbHble yOMICTBa, Y€IOBEYECKHE YKEPTBbI, KAPJIHUKH, KOTOPBIX
nmoenaroT xKuBbeM. .. Kyna e Tol Hac 3a0pocuina, Coppens?

— Huuero He BoliizieT! — ckBo3b ciie3bl pouientaina Miiceyns.

— Beritner! — npommnen 'maeon. — I'ne I'Bepuc?

— B nome.

— BeiTpu cne3bl. Unu B oM u 3abepu ero moj iaro0biM npemioroM. JroOeim! Berperumes
TaMm, e noropopuiuck. Ho s sxxay Bac oboux! [Ipocto moBeps mue. S HE momyIry, 9TOOBI ¢ TOOOM
WJIM TBOUM OpaToM 4TO-HUOY/b CIy4uiIoch. SlyBeay Bac B 6€301acHOE MECTO.



OH Tak yoexxaan ee, 9To cam cede noepwil. JleByika KHBHYIA.

— Ja tenepb ctymnaii, Miiceynb... 1 TOTOPOIHUCH.

Wiiceynp Monya ypanmmiack. Hekotopoe Bpemst ['maeon cienans 3a Hel, HOTOM YBUIEN, Kak
OHa BXOJIUT B JIOM, M IOMOTaJ rojioBoil. Tak mpocTo He ObIBaeT.

Maunbuuk BbIOpaiics U3 capasi, Iepecek MaJleHbKUI 3arOH M OKa3ajcs B HEOOJbIION pOLIHIIE.
OH yXe pUMEeTHIT BBICOKUH 1y0, 32 KOTOPHIM MOKHO ObLIO CHPATATHCA.

Cepale KOJOTUIIOCH, CJIOBHO Tociie ObIcTpoit mpobekku. [Ipo 3aBTpak OH U JyMaTh 3a0bLIl.
Teneps ero Oecnokomnu tonbko Uiiceynp ¢ ee Oparom. Mx Hamo yBectu u3 JlyHTapuHa ¢ €ro
CTpaHHbIMH 00bIYasiMu. .. Korja 4yTo-To KOCHYNOCH €ro pazyma, ['uieoH 4yioM He BCKPUKHYII.

«Jlaypun!» — 3aBonui1 oH, IPEXk e YeM CecTpa ycIena MPOU3HECTH XOTh CJIOBO.

«YT0 ¢ TOOOI? — BO3MyTHIIaCh OHA. — Buepa Thl xoTen, 4ToObI TeOS OCTAaBUIIM B TIOKOE — IO
KpaliHel Mepe, 5 TakK MOHsJIa 10 TBOeMY Trojiocy. BoT s Te0st u He Tporaiay.

«TbI BeIOpana He camoe yAauyHOE BpeMsl. Y MEHsI HEIIPUSATHOCTI.

«O uer, I'maeon! Yto mpoucxoaut?»

«IIycte Coppenb paccKaxeT Bce, 4ToO 3HaeT 0 JlyHTapuHey.

OH yxe 3Haj, 4yTo ceiiyac mocieayer MoiuaHue. [IoToM y Hero B rojioBe CHOBa 3a3Byual
roJsioc Jlaypus, 4yTh ApoKaIIMi OT OECIIOKOCTBRA.

«Coppenb cpammmBaeT: TeOs1 CXBATHIIA 7y

«Her».

«Torna 6eru. Coppesnb TOBOPUT, YTO Thl JOJDKEH HEMEJIEHHO yOuparbcst U3 JepeBHU. beru u
HE OTJISI/IBIBANCS.

«4 e mory, Jlaypun. Moit apyr nomain B Oexy. DTo AeByIiKka, ee 30ByT Hiiceyns, U g T0DKEeH
el IOMOYb.

«dpyr? Ho TbI mpoBen TaMm BCEro 0Hy HOYb !»

«Hexornaa o0bscHATh. [Iycth Coppens paccka3biBacTy.

On xpnan. Uiiceynb moka He MOsIBUIACh, ¥ [ MICOHY CTAHOBUIIOCH CTPAIITHO.

«['uneon!»

«/al!» — on exBa He Kpuyal

«Coppenp TOBOPUT, YTO Ha 3aKaTe, HAaKaHyHE IHS BECEHHEro0 PaBHOJEHCTBUS — TO €CTh
CerOJHS — KUTEIN JIEPEBHU MPUHOCIT XKEPTBY. DTO IPEBHHUI 00bIYail, OT KOTOPOTO BO BCEM
KoponescTBe naBHO oTkazanuch, HO B JlyHTapuHe Bce elie XpaHSAT eMy BepHOCTb. Coppenb
yBEpSIET, UTO MOYTU BCE KUTEJIU 3TOM AEPEBHU COCTOST APYT C APYroM B POACTBE U CTAparOTCs HE
CMEIINBATh KPOBb C JIIOJIbMU U3 APYTUX MECT».

CHoBa Mosyanue — 1 rojioc Jlaypus cHOBa 3a3By4ail y HETO B I'OJIOBE.

«ITonauany >xepTBa nocesmanace 6oram, Ho Coppesib TOBOPHT, YTO 3TO JIABHO 3a0BITO, U CamM
00b14yait m3MeHuwics. Teneps yOUBaIOT HE KUBOTHBIX, a JIIOACH. MeCTHBIC JKUTENN CUUTAIOT, YTO B
HOYb I1€peJl BECEHHUM PABHOJCHCTBUEM BCE TyXH BBIXOJAT HA CBOOOIY».

«KissHych CBUHBIMU siiLIaMu !»

['uieoH no3Bosmi1 cebe BHIPYraThCsi U Ha MU IIOYYBCTBOBAJI OOJIETYEHHE.

«Coppenp crpauiuBaeT: TBOSI oApyra — AE€BCTBEHHUIIA?»

«Ee 30ByT Uiiceyns... [Toxoxe, Tak oHO U ecTb. Ee Opara OyayT NpUHOCUTH B )KEPTBY BMECTO
TEJIEHKA, a ele Y HUX eCTh Kakoil-To kapiauk. OH OyzneT BMECTO BOJIay.

I'uneon nmonoxnaan, noka Jlaypun nepenact ero ciosa Coppenu.

«Coppesnb TOBOPUT, UTO Thl HUYETO HE CMOJKEIIb CICNIATh. Y XOAM».

«Korna Cset nepeBepHeTcs, Toraa g1 u yiay! OHu XoTaT ee yourts! Snan cioBo, 4To cracy u
ee, U ee OpaTukay.

Jlaypun Opanwmnace, HannomuHaa cioBa Coppenu, HO ['uaeoH OblUT HENTPEKIIOHEH.

«PazroBop okonueH, Jlaypun. OcTaBb MEHS B IIOKOE».

«U ve momymaro. A eciii ¢ TO00M 4TO-HUOYAb CITYIUTCSI?»

«41 He mMory aymaTh, Korja TBOH rojioc 3By4uT y MeHs B rojiose. [loxamnyiicta, mpoury Te0s.
O, momoxau... A BoT u oHa. Bee, Jlaypun. [lotom moroBopum».

Cas13b npepBaiach, ¥ ['M1€0H B30OXHYII ¢ 00JIerYeHUEM.



Wiiceyny nepxaiia 3a pyKy MajeHbKOro Maibuuka. O6a moutu Oexanu. JleBylika coBceM
3ambIxajgach U, JOCTUTHYB YKPBITHUS, TSDKEJIO OIYCTUIIACh Ha 3€MJIIO.

—I'Bepuc, — oHa 3actaBmwia ceOs YIBIOHYTBCS, — OTO JAPYr, MpPO KOTOporo s Ttebe
pacckaspiBaia. Ero 308yt ['uneoH.

Ecnu 6b1 He paccka3 Uiiceynb, HEBO3MOKHO OBLJIO MOBEPUTH, YTO ATOT MaJbIl — €€ Opart.
Bonockl y Hero ObliM MATKME M IYHIUCTBIE, a HOC YCE€SIH KOHOIMyIIKamMHu. MaybuyraH gy4de3apHo
yIb10ascs, 1 ObLIO BUIHO, YTO NepeiHre 3yObl Y HETrO HEIaBHO BBINAIU M TOJIBKO HAa4allid PacTH.

— Ilpuser, [ nneoH, — mo310poOBAIICS MaJIbYHK.

['uyieoH ynbIOHYIICSA B OTBET, XOTSI 3TO OBLIO HETIPOCTO.

— Kak Tebe 310 ynanoch? — CIpoCHII OH.

— SIckazana, 4TO HaILIAa THE3J0 U X0uy MoKa3aTh | Bepucy nTeHunkoB. Ctapsii 60poB BUepa
Hanwics U tenepb Mmydaercs. OH He cooOpa3uJl, YTO NTUILBI €UIe U FHe3/1a BUTh He HaunHau. Kak s
€ro HeHaBIXKY!

— Sroxe, Uiiceynb, — paloCTHO cKa3aj MaJIb4MK. — TaK Tl eMy HaBpasia?

— Ja.

— I'Bepuc. Tenepb MbI OT HUX COESKUM.

Masnbuuk 3aMeTHII JKyKa, KOTOPBIN I0JI3 y HErO MO CaloXKy, U TYT K€ YTpaTWJI UHTEpeC K
pasroBopy.

— A ero xeHa?

— O, oHa goMa, HO MBI TaKk MYaIHCh... Hamo yOupatrwcs orcroma. [loxamyiicta, I'maeon,
caenail, kak obeman. Eciu Hac noiimarot, To I'Bepuca OyayT mbITarh.

— WUnem, — mpauno O6ypkHyn I'maeon, kacasics pyku Uiiceyns. [lotom noaxsarun I'Bepuca Ha
PYKH, U OHH NTOOEKaIH.

FnaBsa 26
Putyan

durruca MWBBIPHYAM Ha MbUIbHBIA MOJ. 3HAYUT, POKOBOW AeHb HacTan. C Tex mop, Kak
KapJIMK Ionajl B IJIEH, €ro M30MBajIM KaXKIble HECKOJbKO YacoB. Ero Temo mpeBpaTuioch B
CIUIOITHOW CHHSK, KOCTH ObLIM TiepenoManbl. [Ipocto kycok wmsca... Jluce mokumnyma ero. U
BIIEpEIN — TOJIKO IO30p: OH HE CIPABMJIICS C MOpPYYEHHUEM, MOJBEN CBOMX Apy3ei-lIlanaauHos, u
TpueauacTBO HUKOTAA HE Oymer obOpereno. [Jaxe 3a Bpemst 60prOb ¢ Opinakom DUITHC HUKOTIA
HE 4YBCTBOBAJ c€0s1 TAKUM OECIIOMOLTHBIM.

Jlaxxe ero cMepTh B 3TOM 60prOE momoria TpueauHcTBy. OHO TOTOBUTCS K BOCCOSAMHEHUIO U
MOJIB3YeTCsl KaKAbIM MHUIroM, KorTopbli [lamammuam ynanocs mnpoxaepxkarscsa. llotom @urruc
MOJIy4nJI HOBYIO KM3Hb. 3HaeT nau Opiak, yTo Bce cpaxeHHble uM [lamanumubel Bo3poxaaroTcs?
3HaeT JM OH, YTO OHU BO3BpamiaroTcs B TaluIMHOP, OTKY/a B CBOE BPEMs MPHILLIN — BO3BPAILIAIOTCA,
4YTOOBI CHOBA BCTYIUTh C HUM B cXBaTKy? X0Ts OTKya 3HaTh 00 3ToM OpIaky, 3aepToMy B KJI€Tb,
kotopas Bucut nocpeau Ilycrorei? COTHH BEKOB BCE €ro YCWIMsS HalpaBieHbl JHIIb Ha
npotuBoctosHue Ilamagunam. Ho Tenepp, korma Opiak CHOBa COMIETCS B CXBaTKE CO CBOMMU
cTpaxamu, OUrruc yxe He CMOXKET [I0PagoBaTh IyIIy, IS Ha €ro JULO.

@Ourruc 3akauusIcs, U Ha €ro ojaexzae, u 0e3 Toro nodypesiIell OT KpPOBH, MOSBUIIOCH
HECKOJIbKO CBEXUX Kareiab. OH TOJBKO YTO Yy3HaJ, MOYEMY €ro IMOCTOSIHHO ObtoT. M3 Hero
MOMPOCTY JAENal0T OTOMBHYIO, KaK OOBSCHUI CBOUM MOAPYYHBIM CKIPTHil. 3HAYHT, 3TO TPaBiaA. ..
Ero coOuparotcs cbectb. UTO K, y TOPHBIX KAPJIMKOB MSICO HEBKYCHOE.

Jla, ymOBOJICTBHSL OT Tpame3bl OHHM HE IMOdy4aT, 3TO TO4YHO. B npyroit paz Pwurruc
paccmesuics Obl IPU ATON MBICIH, HO ceiiyac eMy ObUIo He 10 cMexa. OTyasiHhue My4uIo ero Kyzia
cuibHEe, 4yeM 0o0ib B UcTep3aHHOM Tene. Heyxenu oH Tak KOHUMT? 3aKMBO IpEBpALlEHHBIH B
OTOMBHYIO, a IOTOM 3aKapeHHbIH M MOJAHHBI K CTOJY, B JKEJIyIKaX Yy TOJIIBI OrOJTENbIX
JIEPEBEHIINH, KOTOPbIE BO3HAMEPUIICh YCTPOUTH KaKOH-TO O€3yMHBIN 00psa?

Her, atoro Henb3s nonyctuth. OH JOJHKEH YTO-TO IPpUIyMaTh. YTO yroaHo.

Opnako BbIOOp ObUT HeBenuK. Jlvce roBopuia, 4To B HY)KHBIA 4ac OH MOMMET, 4TO MOXKET



TBOPUTH BOJILIEOCTBO, HO IMOKa HUYEro noaoOHoro He mpoucxoauino. HasepHo, Topkun I'mHT
nymaer, oynro 3to oH, durruc, Jessateni u3 IlamanguHoB, cmac TOrO OTBWKHOTO MaJlbUMKa IO
nMmenu Jloknun 'nnout. Kak Ob1 He Tak! UTO HAMOJHAET 3€MIIO BJIaroi — cajoBas JeiKa WK BOJa,
KoTopas u3 Hee jberca? BepHyBuucs B 310T MHp, durruc yrpatun cBoil gap, a cuia, KOTopas
octaHoBuIa KIMHOK CepeOpsiHOi J{eBbl, IpOCTO MPOX0auiia CKBO3b HEro. Bo3MoKHO, HCTOYHUKOM
sTOM cuibl Obua Jluce. Bo BcsikoMm ciyyae, KapiMK JlaKe HE MbITAJICA MOHSTh, YTO MPOU30LLIO.
boram Conma He pazpelajoch caMuM BMeENIMBAaThCs B jAena MupoB. He uckiroueno, uro Jluce
OyzZeT cypoBo Haka3zaHa. BnpoueM, ceifyac ero 3aHMMano ApYyroe: AOBENETCS JIU €My €lle XOTh pa3
MIOYYBCTBOBATh, KaK TOT TOK BOJIIIEOHOM CHUJIBI TPOXOIUT CKBO3b HETO.

@DUITUC MOMBITAJICS COCPENOTOYUTHCS, XOTS B FOJIOBE MOcieHee BpeMs ctosul TyMaH. Hano
noctapatbcs. OH onuH u3 [lanagunos. OH 3aIMTHUK MaibuuKa. ITO LETh €ro *Ku3HU. OH JOJIKEH
c/enaTh TaK, YT0Obl MAJIBYUK LEIbIM U HeBpeauMbIM focTur Cepaua Jlecos. SIBuBmincs eMmy Bo cHe
HECKOJIbKO JHEN Hazaj, Jluce ckaszana emy, yTo Majbuuk 61au3ko. Ho oH, durruc, cBsi3aH 1o pykam
1 HOTaM — M BepeBKU o4eHb npouHble! Octaercs Tonbko oj1HO. CoOpaB Bce cuiibl, 3a0bIB PO 00JIb
B pa3OuTOM Te€Je, KapjiuK TMpeAcTaBU]l cede Mallbyuka — TOTEpSIBIIETOCs, HCIYTaHHOTO,
pPacTepsiHHOTO — U KOCHYJICS €r0 pazyma.

['mpeon 6e3)KajoCTHO MOATOHSUT CBOMX CIyTHHUKOB. Celuac Oeryiensl MepeceKaid MIUPOKOe
noJie rjae Herze Obu1o YKpbIThCs. CraBa Bcem Ooram, Miiceynpb 3Hana 37€1HIUe MeCTa U BeJjla CBOETO
CHacUTENs MpoYb OT JAEPEBHU, Ha FOr0-BOCTOK — Ha 3TOM HacTosi ['maeoH. OnHako OGexarb ObLIO
TSKENO.

BuesanHo ['mpeoH modyBCTBOBajd NMPUKOCHOBEHHE K CBOEMY pa3yMy... HET, 3TO OOJbIe
HanoMHHaJo pe3kuit memyok. Her, 3o yxe cnumkom! OH 6eXUT BO BECh AyX M0 IOJIIO, TALIUT Ha
ce0e MATUIIETHErO Majbllla U MbITAETCA IPUTBOPATHCS CIIOKOMHBIM U TYT. ..

«ITotowm, Jlaypun!» — psIBKHYI OH.

OTBeTa He Mocie0Balo, XOTs CBA3b pa3yMOB HE IpepBajach. TOT, KTO yCTaHOBUII €€, ObLT HE
Ha WIYTKY yauBieH. [lotom Msrkuii, rioy0oKuii rojoc y HEro B rojloBe — HECOMHEHHO, MY>KCKOM, —
IIPOU3HEC:

«310 He Jlaypuny.

Uenosek eaBa MepeBOANII IyX.

I'uneon cnioTkHyscs U ynan B TpaBy. OH cibliial rojoc Uiiceyns: AeByIiKa crpaiiBaia, 4To
ciydnsioch. ['Bepuc 3amiakan — HaBepHO, yuocs.

«Kt0 310?» — cipocun ['11e0H — IENOTOM, XOTS B 3TOM HE OBLJIO HYK/IbI.

OH cHOBa ycrpllllal TSDKENIOE JbIXaHHE, NMOTOM Kamienb. [loXoke, 3TOT 4YelIoBEK TSHKEIO
OoJIEH. ..

«Mens 30ByT Ourrucy.

«Durruc?»

[lo cnune y ['mpeona mnpobexan xononok. Wiiceynb, KoTopas TOJBKO YTO IIbITAjach
ycrnokouTs ['Bepuca, pacTepssHHO MOCMOTpesa Ha Hero. [ uaeoH aan el 3HaK HoMOoJT4aTh.

«A — Hessteiii u3 [lananunos, Mol ManpuuK. S cBsi3aH ¢ TOOOH, 51 — TBOM 3aIIUTHUK.

3amutHuK? JKeHumHa U3 cHa TOXKe roBopuia o 3amutHuke. KoTophlii Haxoautes rae-To
HEMNO/IaJIeKy.

«TBI 31€Ch, YTOOBI 3AIUIIATH MEHS 7

«/a, — orBeTun durruc. — Ho cHavanma nmoMoru MHe».

—I'mpeon! — B yxkace 3akpuuana Uiiceyns. — Uto 1h1 nenaenis? Thl HOHMMaElb, YTO MbI B
omnacHOCTH? MbI cTouM nocpenu noJs!

«durruc, NoKaIyncTa, NOJ0XKIA MUHYTKY»... — ['uaeoH mosepnyncs k Heu. — [Ipocrtu, s
npocto Hory nojasepHyn. Kak I'Bepuc? Bee xopomio?

Wiiceynb kuBHYyna, U ['M1€0H yapIOHYICA MaIbuUKY, CIOBHO U3BUHSACE.

— MoxeT, Bo3bMelllb MEHS Ha py4Ku, [ Bepuc?

[lyTka mMasplily ssBHO MOHPAaBUJIACh, IOTOMY YTO OH PaclLBeEN B YJIbIOKE.

— Uiiceynb, — O6bicTpo mporoBopmi ['mpeon, — 6erute BoH K TeM AepeBbsiM. Ceiluac g Bac



JIOTOHIO.

— A TBI?

U B camom nene, mouemy?..

—'oBopro 1ebe, s Hory noaBepHyi. [loxkanylicta, He nepeub MHE. Sl HEMHOXXKO OTIOXHY, a
MTOTOM MBI TTIOOKHUM JIajIbIIIe.

VY ausutensHo, HO Wiiceynp mosepmia. OHa noaxsaTwia ['Bepuca u moOexasia Mpoyb Tak
OBICTPO, KaK TOJILKO MOTJIa.

I'uneon caenan BUJ, YTO HUKAK HE MOXKET MOJTHATHCS, U MPUHSJICS OCMAaTPUBATh CBOIO HOTY.
Ha camowm niene Hora He 60s1ena. OH CIOTKHYJICS JIMILB TOTOMY, YTO HE OXKUaJ YCIbIIATh Y ce0s B
TOJIOBE ATOT CTPAHHBIN TrOJIOC.

«Two1 30€ch... Durruc?»

«3neck. Kyaa MokeT neTbcs 4eoBeK, KOTOPHIN CBsA3aH U UCTEKAET KPOBBIO?»

«Yro?!»

@urruc CHOBA 3aKaIUISAICS.

«Te0bs 30ByT... JIuce MHE HE cKa3amay.

«Mens 30ByT I'mneon. B xakom cwmbicie 11 cBsizan? O Her... Ilogoxau... Tel yacom He
KapJIuK?»

«/la, 5 U3 TOPHBIX KapJIUKOB, — B F'0JIOCE 3BY4aJl BHI30B U TOPAOCTb. — MBI HEBEJIIUKH POCTOM.
Ho maneHpkuii pocT — HE 3HAYUT MAJICHBKOE CEPILIE».

«O HeT. bbITh HEe MOXeT... Thl TOT caMblil KapJuK, KOTOPOTO OHU COOUPAIOTCS NIPUHECTU B
KEepTBY!»

«A TBl OTKyAa 3Haeuib?» — moxoxe, OUITHUC HE 0XHJAal OT CBOETO MOJONEYHOTO TaKOH
OCBEIOMJIEHHOCTH.

I'uneon maxuyn pykoi Uiiceynb u modpen k Hell. CBsA3b pa3yMOB CO CBOMM HE33JaUIMBBIM
3aIIUTHUKOM OH TaK ¥ HE 00OpBaJl.

«B nByx cnoBax He pacckaxeib, Ourruc. Moxeub cuyuTaTh, YTO MEHS 3TO HEKOTOPHIM
obOpasom kacaetcs. [ e onu Te0s nepxxar?»

«['ne-to B lyHtapuse, To 11 B ambape, TO Jid B KOPOBHUKE. A TbI Iie?»

«3a gepeBHEN.

«Torma yxonu. Kak MoKHO OBICTpEe YXOIU U3 3TUX MECT, MOM MaIb4HK. ThI CIUIIIKOM MHOTO
3HAYUIIb JUIsl HAC, YTOOBI O/IBEPraTh TE€OSI OACHOCTH.

«41 mymai, 3TO TBO€ J1€J10 — 3alUIIATh MEHSD».

«51 HECKONBKO 3aHAT, — OTBETHII KapyuK. — [IpocTmy.

Mpicnu Buxpem npoHocunuch y I'maeona B rosose. Kak momy4yusiocs, 4To KU3Hb €ro cTana
MOX0a Ha TOPHYIO TPOTIKY?

— Ocragaiitech 31ech! — kpukHyn oH Uiiceyns. — S ckopo BepHyCh!

—Yrto?! Tsl HEe MOXKEIIb HAC OPOCUTH!

— Bam TyT HMuTO He yrposkaert. [Ipocto goxaurecs MeHs. S BepHych, o6emaro.

— Kyna b1 cobpancs?

— O6partHo.

— B lynrapun?

I'maza geBymku oxkpyriawiuch. ['uaeony crano ee xainb. HaBepHo, emy cTousio oOHATH ee,
4yTOOBI OHA MIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO OH U BIPSIMb T'OTOB YKPBITh €€ OT Bcex Oen. Ho Mexay Humu cTosn
I'Bepuc u cmotpen Ha ['neoHa Tak, CIOBHO TOT ObLI B 4EM-TO BUHOBAT.

['ineon omycTuiicst Ha KOPTOUYKH.

—I'Bepuc, s ocTaBisito Te0s 3a IJIaBHOTO. Thl My)X4KMHA M JOJDKEH M03a00THTHCA O CECTpe.
Omna paccTpoeHa, a Tbl JOJIKEH ObITh CUIIbHBIM, BEPHO?

MainbyuK TOPKECTBEHHO KUBHYI.

— 41 Bo3Bpamarock B JlyHTapuH, IOTOMY Y4TO MHE HY)KHO KO€-KOro Hautu. Ecnu s He Halxy
ATOTO YeJIOBEKa, eMy OyJIeT O4eHb-04YeHb T10X0. [ToHsn?

OH cMmoTpen B ryaza I'Bepucy, HO cioBa IpeaHa3Hayanuch mnpexzae Bcero Uiiceynb. Emy
MONPOCTY HE XBATajoO AyXy CMOTPETh Ha €€ HCKAKEHHOE IMedaibio Juio. M oH OblI HE Ha IIYTKY



HaIyras.

— 1 o He#t mo3abouych, [ MacoH, — CKa3an MaJIbYHK.

— Momonen! Sl ckopo BEpHYCB.

OH Bce-Taku nmocMmoTpen Ha Hiiceyinb.

— Kapnuk? — cipocuiia oHa.

['mpeon kuBHYIIL.

— Hukyna e yxoaure.

W noOGexai o6paTHO, OTYasTHHO MOJIS BceX OOTOB IOCIATh €MY €llleé HEMHOTO CMEJIOCTH.

«A tenepp momoraii MHe, Purruc! — KpUKHYJI OH MbIcJIeHHO. He mpepriBail CBsI3b pa3zymMoB.
JIrobast TBOSI MoiCKa3Ka MOXKET U3MEHUTD BCE.

@uUrruc NoHsU, 4YTO cedyac ero CTOPOKUT Miaamuil u3 noxurureneil. Hebonbiioe, HO
Be3eHue... Kapnauk mompocus mapHs NPUHECTH BOJABI, U TOT BBINOJHWI NMPOchbOy, XOTd U 0e3
BOCTOpra.

— VY mens Bce Oosnt, — nmokanoBayicst durruc, HagesCh 3aBs3aTh Pa3roOBOP.

[Tapenb ocknabucs.

— Tax 1 10KHO OBITh, KapJIUK. MBI JOJKHBI OATOTOBUTH T€0S K CETOHSIIHEN HOUH.

— A 4TO CO MHOH cenaoT?

— Jlymato, ceifuac yxe MOXHO Tebe cKa3aTh.

OH MOH:I, YTO MOXKET €lle CHJIbHEE HamyraTh IUIEHHUKA, U Obul 3TOMY paj. buth kapiuka
€My He IO03BOJIWIM, U OH ObLI oueHb 30i1. Hamo ke, ajig Takoro Jeia OH, BUAMUTE JIM, CIUIIKOM
MOJIOJ, a JUIsl TOro, YTOOBbl CTOPOXKHUTH Oynyulyro »keprBy — Hetr! IToxoxe, mis Hero 3To Oblia
€IMHCTBEHHAs BOBMOXHOCTb OTHIIPaThCSl.

— Mpb1 TeOst 3axapuM, — COOOIIMJI OH W OOJM3HYJCS, 4TOOBI yrpo3a BbINIsAENa Oosee
yOeIUTENBHO.

— 4 cnuimkoMm XKeCcTKu, — 3aMeTr1 GUITHc.

— Kora mbl T€6si TpUroTOBUM, MaJiblll, TBOE MSCIO OYAET BO PTY TasITh.

— Beixoaut, B JlyHTapune 310 00bI4HOE Jes10? S MOHSUI, YTO MEHSI BCE€ paBHO Cheadr. Tak
MOXET OBITh, ThI 0OBSICHUIIIH HATIOCIIEIOK, TOUeMY UMEHHO MeHs?

— Iloromy 4TO THI TBaph, — OYPKHYII MapeHb U HAOBIUMIICS.

Menbiie Bcero OUrrucy XoTenoch NoIy4uTh Tymaka. YToObl moiepKUBaTh CBSI3b Pa3yMOB,
roJioBa J0JhKHA OBIThH sICHOHM. Tak 4To ATOro IOHIA JIydiie He 3/uTh. [lompoOyem mHadve... [lapeHn
KJIET He J0XKAETCs Beuepa, U Ha 3TOM MOKHO ChIIpaTh.

— A neBymka? '0TOB mocnopuTh, OHa cama HE CBOS OT y»Kaca.

— Uiiceynb? — mapeHb OpOCHII Ha HETO B3IV UCNOI00bs. OHA HUYEro HE 3HAET... — Ha €ro
(Gbu3MOHOMHMM TMOSIBWIACh 3JI0pajgHas yxmbUika. — CerojHs Be4epoM OHa MOXaJleeT, 4YTO He
COTJIaCHJIaCh TEPEMUXHYThCA €O MHOM B mponuioM roxay. [lompomanace Obl co cBoei
JI€BCTBEHHOCTbIO, U JIel0 ¢ KoHIoM. He 3Hama, aypouka, 4To €€ CHaceHHe y MEHsS MEXay HOr
OonTaercs.

OH pa0CTHO 3arorotai HaJl COOCTBEHHON MIYTKOM, 1 DUITUC PEHINII STUM BOCIOJIb30BATHCA.

— Hy, na neii CBeT KIMHOM HE coiielnics, BepHo? ['0TOB MOCTIOpUTH: TaAKOMY TMapHIO, KaK THI,
HETPYHO HAWUTHU ceOe MOAPYKKY.

[Tapenb HeTOYMEHHO MMOCMOTpEI Ha Kapiauka. Kaxercs, neno 6yzer.

— Thl BUINIIB, KAKOW 5 CTPALIHBIN, — Ipoaopkan durruc. — Jlaxe HalM KEHIIUHBI OT MEHS
oTBopaunBanuck. Ho TebGe He CTOUT CBs3BIBaThCA C KEeM Momnano. Takoil ciaBHBIA MapeHb —
310pOBBIii, Kpenkuii... by nopazbopuusee.

W on yBuzen, Kak apeHb BHE3AIHO BHIISATHII IPYlb U paclpaBuil IIJICUH.

— Tsl mpaB, kapnuk. Uiiceyns — Mep3kast muioxa. Bot cmoposuit Tak cmopo3u!

— A xorja Bce HauHeTcs? — QUITHC cKa3all 3TO TaK, CJIOBHO HE €ro COOMpPaNUCh 3aXKapuTh U
cbecTh. EMy ynanoch 3a0biTh 0 Oosin. Temepb rjiaBHOE — pasrOBOPUTH ATOIO CaMOJOBOJIBHOIO
IOHIIA.

— Kak ToJIbKO cTeMHeeT.



— W nonro mens eme OyayT OUTh?

—3auem TeOst 6uTh? Thl M Tak xopoul. Thl TOJKEH TYIIUTHCA B COOCTBEHHOM COKY, a JUIf
9TOTO HAJO0, YTOOBI y TeOS KPOBH B XKHUjIax Oeraia. A Moe JIe0 — M03a00TUTHCSI O TOM, YTOOBI THI HE
C/I0X paHbIll€ BpEMEHHU.

durruc nouyBCTBOBAJI, 4TO 3akunaeT. COKOWHO, mpuka3ai oH cam cebe. Jymait o ['maeone
1 He BBIX0/i1 U3 ce0s. OH CHOBa KOCHYJICS pa3yMa MaJlbuuKa M MOHsUI, 94TO ['MIeoH sToMy paj.

«S1 yxe pemnii, 94To Thl yMeEp».

«He coBcem, — Marko otBetw1 durruc. — I'ne TeI?»

«[Ipto MosloKO B naBke nekaps. OHO y MeHsS MpsMO B JKMBOTE cBOpauuBaeTcs. YTo Thl ere
3Haelb?»

«Koe-urto 3Haro».

«Iloroponuce, @urruc. Mue TyT He 10BepsrOT. Tak U IAIATC».

«S1 Oyny COXpaHATb CBSI3b Pa3yMOBY.

OUrruc 3aKanuisics, 1 CTOpoKk 00epHYICsS K HEMY.

— A BBl chemuTe MeHs mpsmMo 31meck? B atom capae? Wnm »TO HE capail? — oH 3aTamia
JIbIXaHUE.

— Tl He TOJIBKO Ha BUJ TYNOM, — psABKHYIN napeHb. — C yero ol peutw, uto Ckaprun Oyaer
IIPOBOJUTH 00psA]l B COOCTBEHHOM capae?

Cxaprun! Bee ocranbHOe MOKHO OBLIO CIIOKOHHO IPOIMYCTUTh MUMO YILIEH.

«['uneon!»

«EcTp HOBOCTU?»

«Capait Crxopruna... Ckdprun — OAMH U3 TeX, KTO CXBaTWiI MeHs. Tebe mpuaercs
MOCHPAIINBATh 3[CIIHUX KUTEIEH».

«3HAYUT, CIIPOITY».

[Tapens Bctan. urruc moHs1, 4To OOUTCS JUITHUA pa3 B3JOXHYTh.

— [Noitay otonbro. He primaiics, a To Xyxe Oyner.

@Ourruc KUBHYJI U MPOCIEIWI, KaK IapeHb OTKPBIBAeT JEpeBSHHYIO JBepb. Kaxkercs,
CHapy’KU €CTh KO€-4TO 3HAaKOMOE.

«Cnymait, ['uneon... S Buxy MoJo0Thl M HakoBalbHIO. [loxoxe, 3ToT CKIprusin — Ky3HeL.
Ny xy3uunyy. [lapeHb, KOTOpPBIN MEHSI CTOPOKUT, CefYac BBIIIEN U 110 CKYJJOYMHIO OCTaBHJI JBEPb
Hapacnauky. S BIKy MSACHYIO JaBKy. MoxeT ObIThb, 3TO U HE MsCHasl J1aBKa, HO... Haiinu mschHyro
JIaBKY M MIOCMOTpPH, 4TO HarpoTuB. CKopee BCero, TaM OyAET capaii, B KOTOPOM S CHIKY».

[Tapenb BepHyJics U 3aXJIONHYJ 32 co00i ABepb. Bun y Hero Obl1 MpauHblif, 1 @UITHC peLIuI
HE OTKpbIBATh pTa. Pa3roBopsl 3aKOHYMINCE.

I'uneon pacrepsuica. OH nyman o @urruce, Ho mepes riazaMu y Hero crosuio ymuo Uiiceyns.
[Toxupas ee, OH He ycibllllad HU 3BYyKa, HO ee B3risa rosopui: «lIpemarensy». Onnako durruca
Hago cnactu! Eciu Wiiceyns mocmymaercs, OyaeT CHAETh TUXO M HE MOKUHET YKPBITUS, HU €€
OpaTHILKY, HU €€ caMy HUKTO He HailjieT.

['uneon nomua MOJIOKO U MOOIAarojapuil KEHIIMHY, HO Ta JIMIIb 3J00HO MOKOCHJIACh Ha
MaJbyuKa.

— Bu1 B JlyHTapuse npoe3aoM, nouteHHsii? W kyna nyts aepxure?

I'mpeon n3o0pa3ui yasIOKy.

— Ha B Ilycromnyro Tons. [IpocTo B ropiie coBcem nepecoxiio... K ToMy ke 0AuH 4enoBeK
13 Yupau nonpocui rnepenaTh BECTOUKY CBOEMY JIPYTy, KOTOPBIH )KUBET B 3/ICIIHUX MECTaX.

— [IpaBna? — moxoxke, el ObUIO TTYOOKO HaruieBaTh. — Bam mydiie motoponuThes, cyaaps. o
[TycroTHoit Tonu nyTh He Onn3Kui. JleHb myTH, a To U OoJIbLIE.

— Ha... D-3-3... Ilpoctute, cymapbiHsa, HO MOU 3HaKOMBIM u3 Yupnu... Ber He 3Haere, e
MOXHO HalTH mouteHHOro Cxaprumna?

— DTO Ky3HEII.

Cyns 1o ee B3Iy, OHA 3a0I03pUJIa HEJaAHOE.

— A e oH xuBeT? MoXXeT ObITh, 5 3aIJIsIHY K HEMY 10 jgopore?



— OTO B JIpyryto CTOpoHy. MoXeT, 1 cama emy nepeam? 3aueM BaM BO3BpaIlaThes?

— O, npemMHOro 0aroiapeH... HO MHE 3aIUIaTUIN, TaK YTO S JIy4llle caM BCe CEalo.

Xo3diika BepHyJach K KaJKe C OMapol U MpHUHsUIACh SpOCTHO ee MecuTh. He xoren Obl 4
0Ka3aTbCs Ha MECTE 3TOTO TecTa, nmoaymain I'maeoH. JKeHmuHa MOMOPIIKMIACE, CIIOBHO €d B pOT
[IOTIAJI0 YTO-TO HEBKYCHOE.

— Bo3Bpamaiitech 1o TJIaBHOW yiuIle, a Ha MNEPEKPECTKE MOBEPHHUTE HaJIEBO. Tam yxke
Henaneko. HanpoTus y1aBka MsicHuKa MekaHa.

— Cmacu60 orpomHoe.

['mpeon momapwi el CBOIO CcaMyl0 O4YapoOBATEIBHYIO VYIBIOKY, HO OYJIOYHHIIA Kak OyATo
HU4ero He 3ametuiia. [loaToMy OH He cTaj TpaTUTh BpeMsI JapoM, BBILIEI U3 IEKAPHU U 3alllarai o
ylMLEe B Ty CTOPOHY, KyJa yKa3aja HeiroOe3Has Xo3siika. Bckope oH M BOpaBIy okaszaics Ha
MEPEKPECTKE U MOBEPHYJ HAJIEBO.

Jlens ObLI yK€ B pasrape, HO ACpeBHS Kak OynTo BeiMepiia. [IepBbIiM fes1oM Haio OBLIIO HAUTH
JaBKy MsCHHMKA. ['MJ€OH OCTaHOBWIICS, OTJISAAENCS 1O CTOpOHaM. A BOT M Ky3HHMIA. 3a Hel
IIPUIOTHJIICA MAJICHbKHI, OYEHb cTapblil OBUH. DUITUC Ha3Bal ero «capaem»... Hepaxno. I'maBHoe,
OH Ha IPABWJIBHOM ITYTH.

Manbuuk CBEpHYNI C YIUIbl W Ha LBIIOYKAX HANpPaBWICA K OBUHY, Orudas MalleHbKHE
M0JIypa3pylleHHbIE MPUCTPONKU. JIaIOHU CTaau BJIaXHBIMU U XOJIOJHBIMH, a Cepue OUIOCh TakK,
YTO CIBIIIHO OBLJIO, HABEPHO, BO BCEH OKpYTE.

N3HyTpH HE JOHOCUIIOCH HU 3BYKA.

I'uneon obomen ero kpyrom. Bropoii nBepu HeT. 3HAUUT, O BHE3AITHOM IOSIBICHUH MOYHO
naxke He MeuTarb. OcTaercs JUIIb HAJAesAThCS, YTO eMy mHoBe3eT. ['uneon yoeausncs, 4yTo 3a HUM
HUKTO HE CIEAMT, NOJKpaCs K IBEpH, 3aJepKall AbIXaHUE U, PACIIaXHYB JABEPb, BOIIEI.

B oBuHe mapun mostympak, u ria3a ['ujgeona He cpasy K 3TOMY NPHUBBIKIH. CBET MPOHUKAIT
JUIIb Yepe3 KPOoLIEeYHOEe OKOIIKO B 3a7HeN cTeHe. Manbuuk ObicTpo orsiaencs. Kakoii-To mapens,
HEHAMHOTO CTapllie ero caMoro, ¢ JIMIOM Jypaudka, BCKOYMI co cBoeil Tadyperku. Ha nomy nexan
ellle O/IMH YeJIOBEK, IBHO B I0/1aX, HO YAMBUTEJILHO MAJIEHbKOI'O POCTA.

— @urruc, — NporoBOpuiI Majibuuk. — 5l — 'maeon.

— IIpsiBOJT BoJtocaThIi! DTO erie KTo? — axHysI HapeHb.

— O, mpocture. Kaxercs, 4yTo st TOJIbKO 4TO nipeacTtaBuics. ['maeon ['uHT. A 310 MO apyr. U
OH OTHPABUTCS CO MHOM.

[Toxoxe, roHOIIA U BIPSAMb OBbLI TYIOBAT U HE MOHSUT MIyTKU. OHako ['naeoH TopkecTBOBA
Hegoaro. OH 3aMeTu1, YTO TYyNHULA YK€ HE CMOTPUT Ha HEro, U TOpoIuiMBo obepHyncsa. K caparo
HaIpaBJISTUCh Tpoe. Bece ObuIM BOOPY)KEHBI, & OJIMH — MOX0KEe, TOT caMblii CKIPTHII, — MOMaxuBajl
BHYILUTEIbHBIM Ky3HEYHBIM MOJIOTOM, CIIOBHO NPOBEPSISI €r0 BEC.

— Eme oaun uyxak, — 3ametus1 oH. — Hy, Tl monoiaems. M Bce yeTBepo Opocuiuch Ha
I'mpeona.

['uyieoH ouyHysCs OT TOTO, YTO YCIIBIIIAI TUXUE BCXJIUIBL. MagbuuK OTKPBLI IJ1a3a, HECKOIBKO
pa3 MOPruyJl U 4yTh MOBEPHYJ roJIOBY. PA10M, cBepHYBIINCH KajdaduukoM, Jexan durruc. 'naeon
MOBEPHYJICS B JPYI'YIO CTOPOHY U IMOYYBCTBOBaJ, KaK yXac CKPYyYMBAE€T €My BHYTPEHHOCTH.
Wiiceyny cupena y cronba, HAKpEeNKO MPUBSI3aHHAS, €€ JUIO ObUIO pa3OMTO U 3aJUTO KPOBBIO.
[Tonye nee nexan I'Bepuc. Kaxxercs, meptsoiit. Uitceyns! — mpomenrtan ['nmeo.

JleBylika MeJIeHHO TIOBepHYach. Ee ri1a3a nokpacHesu oT cies.

— He nnaus, Miiceynb. BCroOMHM: T HUKOI' /1A HE JlaBaja UM PaJioBaThCs.

— A Tbl, HABEpHO, HUKOI'/1a HE TOBOPWUJI NpaBy. BpyH.

Omna 3azena ero 3a )HBOE.

— A urto ¢ ['Bepucom?

['uneon noraapiBascs, 4TO OHA MOXKET OTBETUTh, U COBEPILIEHHO HE XOTEJI 3TO CIBIIIATb.

— OH cnur.

Hy, cnaBa Cgery.

— A @urruc?



— Ero nmonBecwim u Ownm, moka oH He jummics 9yBcTB. OH Tak W He mpumien B cebs. [lo
IpaBjie roBOps, MHE Bce paBHO. OCTaBb MEHS B IIOKOE.

— Tw1 mopkHa MHE TOMOYB, Miiceyns. ComHile yxe ceno?

— Cmepkaetcs, ['uaeon. Tak uto Ham Hemonro octanock. [lo kpaitHeit Mepe, OHA Ha3Baja €ro
«['uneon», a HE «BPYH».

U on ux cnacer. Hy:xHO mpocTO oaymaTh.

— @urruc! — no3san I'maeon. — @urruc, npoceinaiicst! Hukakoro otsera.

— Tyt Huyero He nozenaemb. Hago mpocTo *kaath cMepTH. Y ClIOKOMCs, [ HieoH.

— Jla Heyxenu? D10 Bce, UTO Thl MOXKeIIb? — 3aKpuyai ['uaeoH. — Thl MO3BOJIMIIL UM ITYCTUTD
Tebe KpoBb, YOUTh TBOero Opara, 3axaputh Purruca... a co MHOH BOOOIE HEU3BECTHO YTO
COTBOPUTH?

—Ecnu Tel He cnocoOeH TBOPUTH uyneca, l'maeoH ['MHT, He MOXKEllb MEPEeHEeCTH Hac
KyZa-HUOYb B IPyroe MeCTo, BBIOUPATh MHE HE MPUXOAUTCA. TOJIBKO K/1aTh.

Touno B nens, Uiiceynp!

Jlaypun roBopuia, 4YTO OHU CHOCOOHBI TBOPUTH BOJIIEOCTBO, BEpHO? TOJILKO BOT Kak 3TO
nenatb? Kak Bocnosib3oBaThesi cBoMM fgapomM? ['uaeon ¢ 6imarorosenuem cirymian Coppenb, KoTopas
pacckaspiBaa 00 uX OTuHe, HacrosmeMm uapojee. Heyxenu emy, I'maeony I'mHTy, HuUYero He
nepenanocs? Hy Hu uyrouku?

['mpeoH mouyyBCTBOBAJ, UTO y HErO OIYCKAOTCSA pyku. Purruc He ciapluur, ¢ Jlaypun He
noroBopuiib... Bee ero nokunynu. I'ne Jlaypun? [loueMy oHa 10 cux mop He YCTaHOBHWJIA C HUM
CBsA3b pa3yMoB? byab OH HenazeH, HO eMy 3TO He o cuity!

Wiiceyns oTBepHyJnach M MoJlyajia, BCEM CBOMM BHUJOM BbIpakas Ipe3peHue. MoidaHue
TAHYJIOCH 1I€JIYIO BEUHOCTb.

— A Kak ThI 371€ch oKa3anach, Uiiceyns? 1 mouemy BbOpanu Te0s?

[Toxoxe, Niiceynp #xaana 3TOro BOmpoca.

— W3-3a moux rna3. OHu JaBHBIM-IaBHO MEHSI BBIOpAJIH YKe€.

S ponom He u3 3tux MecT. Kak-1o pa3 uepes Hairy aepeBHIO mpoesxan CKIpruil — Toraa o
ObUT CTPAHCTBYIOIIMM Ky3HELIOM, a ['Bepuc emie XoAuTh HE Haydywics. Y MEHs OYE€Hb CTPaHHBbIE
ry1a3a, Jake y Hac Takue B AMKOBUHKY. CK3pIuil pemu, 4to 310 HecnpocTa. Korna B ux nepeBHe
Hayajld M[PUHOCUTh B JKEPTBY JIIOAEH, NEBCTBEHHHUIl BBIOMpanM TakK, 4TOObI Tjla3a HUX ObuIH
CBETJIBIMU, MOYTH KEATbIMU. BOT 3TOT 0s1yX CK3pIruul U pemui, 4YTo JOHKEH BO 4TO ObI TO HU CTaJIo
HCIIOJIHUTB KaKoe-TO MpopouecTBO. OH IPOCTO B35 U yBE3 MEHs CUJION. MHe Tak XOpOoIIO KUJIOCh
C POAMTENSAMH, a TENEPh MPUILJIOCH THYTh CIIMHY Ha 3TUX IPSI3HBIX CBUHEH.

— A 3aueM um nonagoomiics ['Bepuc?

— Ha Bcsaxuit cimydait. Ceiiyac OH OYJET «TEJICHKOM», HO S JyMar, 4TO OHU 3TO TOTOM
npuaymanu. CKIpru 3HaeT, Kak s 1ro0mato Opatuka. I'ne ['Bepuc, Tam u 51, OH IEpPKUT MEHS JIydllle
BCSKOM BepeBKH. A Terneph, HOX0Ke, HaM 000UM KOHeEIl.

— Her, Uiiceyns. He ObIBaTh 3TOMY, CIIBIIINIIE.

— Ilpexpatu, I'maeon! Y Mensa yxe rosnosa pasbonenack. [locmoTpu mpasae B rnasza. Emie
HEMHOTO, U 33 HaMH NPUAYT. A OTOM NPOIAET emie yac, 1 Mbl yMmpeM. CMUPUCH C 3TUM U 1103BOJIb
MHE CIIOKOMHO MOMOJINThCS 3a Opata u 3a ce0s. [IpocTo ocTaBs MEHs B MMOKOE.

K HOum 3a HUMH W B caMOM ACJIC MPpHUIILINA. IInennnku ObUIM CBSI3aHBI U HE MOIIH
COIIPOTUBJIATHCA, O ATHAKO FI/II[GOH BCC-TaKHU IOIIBITAJICSA BBIPBATHCA. FBepI/IC IMPOCHYJICA U 3aXHBIKAJ.
Ho rnaza Wiiceyns naBHO Bbhicoxiu. Kaxkercs, MonuaHue mpujaBajgo e Cuil, HO MOKHO ObUIO HE
COMHEBAThCs: €€ CepJle OIUIaKUBaeT MalleHbKoro Oparua. HakoHen, oHa He BbLAepXkalla U
B3MOJIMJIACh, ITPOCA OCTaBUTH MaJIbIlla B )KUBBIX. HOH?ITHO, 4TO €€ JaXXEC HE CITylIaJIH. durruc Tak u
HE OYHYJICSI, HO HErOJsIEB 3TO He OECIIOKOUIIO.

[IneHHUKOB BBIBOJIOKJIM Ha yauly, U [MACOH yBUIEN, 4TO Yy KYy3HHUIBI coOpanach Bcs
nepeBHs. Kaxxplil ObUT 3aKyTaH BO YTO-TO MOX0K€€ Ha OarpoByIO MPOCTHIHB C IPOPE3SAMH IJIS TJ1a3
OTKYJIa-TO pasnuiio KpCIjiIiCHbBIM BUHOM. "3 KOTIJI1a, KOTOpI:IfI BUCUT Haa OrHEM, Joraaajicia MaJIbYHUK.
Kurenu JlyngapuHa MOHOTOHHO TI€NIM, HO TJIEHHUK HE MOT pa3o0parh Hu cioBa. Kaxercs, Bce



ObUIH NbSIHBI WJIK OJTypMaHEHBI.

OH He HallleJ HUYEro JIy4IIero, Kak JSTHYThb KPeCThSHHUHA, KOTOPBIN €ro Tallujl, U MOIYy4ns
TaKOro MUHKA, 4TO €/1Ba HE MOJIETEe]I HOCOM B KOCTEP.

— E1te pa3 uto-HuOYyIb yUyIulllb, U g T€OE INIOTKY MEPEPEKY, — TOHECIOCH U3-T10]] IPOCTHIHHU.
I'uneon y3nan rosoc Ckapruia.

durruca, CBI3aHHOTO 10 PyKaM M HOTaM, MOJIBECUJIN Ha TOJICTBIM CYK, TOUHO ojieHs. K Houn
[I0X0JI0JaJI0, KaK 3TO Bcerja ObIBaeT MO BECHE, U KapiuK o4yHyica. Ero xkpoxoTtHoe Tenblie Ouia
TPOXKb.

«[Ipoctu, Moit Manbuuk, — ycnbliman ['naeon. — S He cMor Tebs criacTu.

Kazainocs, cBsi3b BOT-BOT 000pBETCH.

«Tuxo, @urruc. [lobeperu cuibl As noderay.

KoMmy-To Morio Obl mokasarbcs, YTO MalbUUK MPOCTO HacMmexaeTcs, Ho PUITHC, MOXOXKeE,
MTOBEPUJL.

I'uneony Obuio He 10 mryrok. OH o3upalics MO CTOPOHAM, IBITASCh HANTH XOTh KaKylO-TO
3anenky. Cellyac M KpecThsiHE, M UX IUIEHHUKU YK€ OBbLIM B JieCcy, Ha OO0JIbILON MOJIsIHE, KOTOPYIO
OKPYKaJI0O KOJIbIIO KOcTepkoB. OOBIYHO TaK AENaroT, YTOOBl OTIYTHYTh BOJIKOB: ['MIEOH clbllan
Blajeke BoM. ['Bepuc cHOBa 3apeBel: Malbllia MPUBA3aIN K KaMeHHOMY cToiy. [loxoxke, oH Oyaer
TJIAaBHOM JKEPTBOM B 3TOM JIypaiikom oOpsife.

— I'Bepuc! — oxiinknyn ero ['uyieos.

Manbsunk o06epHyiics. B ero rimazenkax 3acToii yxac.

— 310 mpocto urpa, I'Bepuc. Cmotpu Ha MeHsa. Buaumb, kak Beceno? CHauana OHM Hac
CBSI3BIBAIOT, @ IOTOM MBI UX.

PeB mpekpaTuiics: Malbllll HOHSUI, YTO B 3TUX CJIOBaxX €CTh pa3yMHOE 3epHO. B 3ToT mur
KpenKui Kynak Bpe3aiicsi [ M1eoHy KyJlakoM B )KUBOT, U TOT COTHYJICS ITOTIOJIAM.

— 3aTkHHCh, Opojasral — cyas mo Trojiocy, 3To ObUI TOT caMblii NPUIYPKOBATHIM IMapeHb,
KOTOpPBIH cTopoxuil durruca B oBUHE. — Mbl €ro HapouHo myraem!

— A Tebst s1 IPUKOHTY C 0CO00# pamoCThio, — Mpophrdal [ uaeoH, mpeBo3mMoras 00JIb.

Eme Buepa takume cioBa mpocTo HE Mpunum Obl emy B ronoBy. OH HUKOTJA B KU3HH HE
youBat.

OH cabiman, kak kpuuut Hilceynb, NMOHOCS KpecThsiH MocieqHUMH cioBaMu. Ee rosoc
3ariaymanl MX HyAHbIM BOM. PacTpemaHHas ¢ TropsAiiMMH Tja3aMmy, JAEBYIIKAa IOXOAWiIa Ha
pazbsipeHHOrO aeMoHa. HakoHen-to oHa nana Bomo rHeBy! Tenepb oHa HE CTaHET MOKOPHO KJIaTh
cmeptu. OHM OynyT BMecTe OOpOTHCSI U BMECTE CHACYTCSL.

[IpuaypkoBaThlii MIApeHb HAOTMAIIb yIAPHII €€ 110 JIMILY.

— Teneps xaneenib, BepMa, 4TO HE CIaia O MHOM?

Wiiceyns Ha MUT yMOJIKJIA, IOCMOTpEAa Ha HETO B YIOP U CMAaYyHO IUIIOHYJA, [IOTaB TOYHO B
IIpope3b B IPOCTHIHE.

— Korpna on 3alimercs To0O, THI ITOKaJIEEIIhb, YTO ITOSIBHJICS HA CBET!

— Kt0? O10T Opoasra? — cipocuit mapeHsn, pa3mMasbiBas iieBok. — Ox, ucmyrasics!

— Bepno. Oto cam Cobuparens ym.

Ee cnoBa ycaplman He TOJIBKO OH OAuH. IleHne cMoJIKIIO, Ha MOJIIHE CTalO0 THXO, MOTOM
JIOAM CTalM nepemenThiBaTbesd. Kaxercs, oHa 3acTaBuiIa UX KpPENKO MpHU3agymaThes. AX, Kakas
ymuuna! [IpotuBHMKa HaJIO OUTH €T0 K€ OPYKHUEM.

— O pa! — kpuknyn I'maeos. — S cpenu Bac, s mporosojanca. MHe HYXHbI HOBbIE AYIIH.
Kaxercs, s BpIOpan ynauHoe Bpems. Houb mnepen BeceHHUM paBHOJEHCTBUEM, KOIZa BECh
JynTapun cobpaics 31ech, YTo0bl IpoBecTH 00psia! Hy uTo, roTOBBI OTIPABUTHCS CO MHOM?

I'iyieoH ockanuics, MOJAMUTHYJ MPUAYPKOBATOMY MAapHIO U JIa)Ke CKBO3b IIPOCTBIHIO YBUJIEI,
KaK y TOTO OTBHUCJA YEIIOCTb.

— He cnymaiite ux! — 3arpemen 6ac Cxkapruna. — He ciymaiite stot B3a0p. Jla cBepmures To,
YTO JOJDKHO!

Spocts u 3anop nokuHynu I'maeona. OH B ykace cleiil, Kak CyK, K KOTOpOMY NpUBS3aH
durruc, nepeHocsT Ha rpyOble Ko3ibl. Temepp KapiauK BHCEN JUIOM BHU3 Haja Ky4yeil ApoB U



LIETNOK, KOTOPBIE YK€ KAAJHU, KOTJa K HUM MOJHECYT FOPSIIYIO CBEUy.

Cxapruil KMBHYJ U NPUHSAT y KOTO-TO MX PYK OapxaTHblii cBepTok. Han mossiHON cHOBa
MOIUIBLI MOHOTOHHBIN HAIeB, HO TENEepb BMECTO MPEKHEN OTPEUIEHHOCTH B HEM 3By4all HEUCTOBBII
TIBLIL

['mieoHy He XOTENOCh CMOTPETh HA COJEPKUMOE STOr0 CBEpPTKAa. 3aTauB JbIXaHHE, OH
cieauil, kKak CKapruil pacyThIBaeT IIEJIKOBBIN IIHYPOK U pa3BopayuBaeT Oapxar, 4ToObl IOKa3aTh
BCEM JKYTKHE IMpEAMEThl U3 cBepkatomie cramu. OfHa U3 3TUX LITYKOBUH HAallOMUHAJIa KUHXKAJ.
BbepexHo nepxa ero Ha OTKPBITHIX JIQJOHAX, Ky3Hel oopaTuiics k Uiiceymnu.

— Ot0 ans 1eds, Mos noporasg. OH OMBIT B YMCTOM Bojie. YUMCTON ThI MpHILIa B 3TOT MHUP,
YUCTON NOKUHEIb €r0, U TBOS KPOBb OYUCTUT HAC.

— I'opetb Tebe B npencnoaneit, Ckaprui! — Beimuntonyna Uiiceyib, 1 HOBbII MOTOK MPOKISTHIMA
3arnymua neHue. O ga, oHa He coOupajach MOKOPHO NPUHUMATh CMepTh. Takux, Kak OHa, He
3amyraenib. ECiIn OHa HE MOKET yIapuTh PYKOU, TO yIapUT CIOBOM.

Crnenyromuii mpeamMeT ObLT 3a0CTPEH C 000MX KOHIIOB U BBITJISACI OMEP3UTENbHO. B3sB ero,
Cxoaprun criepa B3risinya Ha Uiiceynb, motoM nogomen k ['Bepucy. Manbii Bech Aposkall, HO TaK
U HE 3aIulaKall, TOJbKO U3pe/IKa IIMBITal HOCOM.

— A 310 nns 1e0s, AuTa. Mbl 3HaeM, 4To Thl YMCT. Thl yiJenb ObICTPO U HE MOYYBCTBYEIb
001, DTO KepTBa, KOTOpas A0JHKHA OBITh TPUHECECHA.

I'Bepuic KpuBO YXMBUIbHYJICS U TOCMOTpEN Ha [ nieoHa.

— A Ham yepej euie He npuien?

XpaOpurcs. ['maeoHy mokasanoch, YTO MHUpP MpeBpaTHICS B OrpoMHYI0 Kapycenab. Hano
4TO-TO AenaTh. ['Bepuc cMoTpen Ha Hero Tak JoBepyuBoO... KOHOro mjieHHUKa OXBaTHJIA SIPOCTb.
Wiiceyny nmo-npexxHeMy BoIwia, npokinHasg JlyHTapuH u Bcex ero skurtesneil. Bor Obl MHE Takyro
CMEJIOCTh, MoayMan ['MIeoH... u BAPYr MOYYBCTBOBaJ, KaK OTKYIa-TO H3HYTPU IOJHUMAETCS
BOJIHA, NepeuBaroniasca Mupragamu upetoB. Her, e tak: L{BeTos.

@DUITUC KOCHYJICS €r0 pa3yMa — MOXET ObITh, IOTOMY, YTO 3aMETHUJI €r0 I'HEB.

«Haiinu B cebe cuiny, Mot manbunk. OHa B TeOe. [IoTsHNUCH K HEM... IOTOMY YTO OHa caMa K
Te0e TSAHETCS».

'uneon He moHsN HU cioBa. ['onoBa mouuIa KPYyroM OT 3JI0CTH, HANpPsDKEHUs, CTpaxa...
Tonbko OBl HE TUIIUTHCA YyBCTB. KTO-TO yXke 3aker TOHKYIO BOCKOBYIO cBeuy. Celiuac durruca
3akapsaT 3axuBo. CrTpaliHoe Je3BUE CBEpPKHYJO, €lle He Kacasich rpyau ['Bepuca. Manblm
no-npexxHeMy cMoTpen Ha ['myieona, u ero B3risia roBopuil: «Tsl MeHs criacenib, BepHO?» ['naeon
OTBeJI I1a3a U nokocuics Ha Uiiceyns. JleByiika OoJibliie HE Kpuyaja, HO €€ I'yObl IIE€BEIUIHCH.
Omna mMonuack, 4To0bl yKac MOCKOpee 3aKOHYMIICS.

A MOTOM HEUCTOBBIY MOTOK MHOTOLIBETHOM SIPOCTH BBIILUIECHYJICS HAPYXKY.

«Oren!» — 3aBonui1 ['MA€OH. .. U TYT K€ MOHSI: TOT, K KOMY OH B3bIBA€T, YCJbIIIAJ €ro, XOTA
Cc ero ry0 He COpBaJIOCh HU 3BYyKa.

naBa 27
Hawn Bonto rHeBy

Onu Oynyt uaru Bcto HOYb. Top u CakceH 3HaIM, YTO K YTPY BBIOBIOTCS M3 CHJI, HO COH
oexan ot Hux. Knyr kpyxui B HeGe — OH, Kak Bcerja, Obul BrepeacMoTpsamuM. [lonaHas syHa
OCBElIAJIa UX MOJIYAJIUBBIN IIYTh.

Brpyr Bonna 6onu okatmia Topa, orayniwia, ¥ OH ynajl Ha KOJIEHH. YTO-TO KOCHYJIOCH €ro
pa3yma... HET, HE€ KOCHYJOCh, a YIapWiO €ro CO BCEH CHJIbI — YIPYTHil OTHEHHBIM KYyJak,
MIepEMBAIOLIUNCS BCEMU 1IBETAaMH PaIyTH.

«Ore1r!» — Kpu4a OTOHb.

[Totom Top yBuaen To, 4TO BUAEIU HE €ro riaza. PeOeHOK, MpHUBA3aHHBIM K KaMEHHOMY
CTOJIy — €r0 JOJIKHbI IIPUHECTH B >KepTBY. M KOpOTHhIIIKa, BUCSIINNA HA OpeBHE HaJ KOCTPOM, TOUHO
oJieHbs Tymia... OueHb HEOObIUHBIN KOPOTHIIIKA.

— @urruc! — axayn Top.



CakceH OBUT y)K€ PSJIOM H OITYCTHJICS Ha KOJCHH, YTOOBI OCMOTpPETh Jpyra, ¢ KOTOPBIM
TBOPHUJIOCH 4TO-TO HenaaHoe. C HouHoro Heba kamHeM yran KiryT.

Ho Top uyBcTBOBAN JIMIIB CHITY, HEUCTOBYIO, KAK PEKa, KOTOPAsl pOpBajia INIOTUHY U MUNTCSA
o HoBoMy pycay. Ho oTkyna u kyna? OH HEe TOHUMAUT.

[Torom Bce mpomano. CBs3p mpepBanack. Top JeKan HAYKOM Ha 3€MJIE W XBaTal BO3JIyX
PTOM, CIIOBHO OT 3TOTO 3aBHcena ero xu3Hb. A Cakced u Kyt cMoTpenu Ha HEro... ¥ TepsuTHCh B
JoraiKax.

Ckaprui1 BBICOKO 3aHEC KJIMHOK C JIByMsl JIE3BUSIMU M 3aTsAHYJ NecHb. ['onoca cTaHOBWIKCH
BCE IpOMYE, HETEPIIEHUE POCIIO.

Hemuorue n3 xxurenen JlyHnapuHa cMOTpeny B 3TOT MUT HA TAPEHbKA, KOTOPBIA 3TUM YTPOM
3alen K HUM B JIepeBHI0. Te jke, KTO CMOTper, YCIeNIN 3aMETUTh, KaK €ro TeJIO BBITHYJIOCh, CIIOBHO
OT HECTEPNUMOI1 00JIH, @ pOT pacKpbLiIcs B 0€33ByYHOM KPHKE.

Cxapru 10mKeH ObUT BOH3UTH KIIMHOK B cep/rie pedeHka-xepTBbl. Ho 3TOr0o HE mMpon30muio.

Onexnma Ky3Hena pa3oMm BeIbIxHyna. [lmams ObUTO CTpaHHBIM, TIOYTH OenbIM. Mur — u oH
IpeBpaTuics B XKUBOM Bomsawmmil ¢aken. lpexnae, yem ero coceau ycnenu 4TO-TO MOHSATH, IUIaMs
nepekuHyiaoch Ha Hux. Kakum-to dynom OsieHble S3bIKM AOTATHMBAIMCH OT OJHOIO KpPacHOTrO
OJIesIHUA JI0 IPYroro, ¥ OHU 3aropajiuch, Kak cyxas Tpasa. [1oJisHy oryiacuia MHOTOrOJIOCHIi BU3T.

@durruc He MeEBEIWICA, CJIOBHO NOrpy3uics B 3a0biThe. HecoMHEHHO, OH yke Jorajaiics, 4yTo
MIPOM30LLIO0, XOTSI BPSAJL JIM MOT YTO-TO Pa3TisAeTh.

«3akaHumBaim!» — pa3gaics B roiose [ uaeona ero rosoc.

Manbuuk noBuHoBaics. Heuctopast Oenast sspocTb CHOBa BBIIIECHY/IACh HAPYXKY, 3aTONUB BCE
BOKpyr. IlpuaypkoBaThiii mapeHb, KOTOPBIA HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHUW CTOSJI KAaK BKONAHHBIM W,
HaBEPHO, HE MOHUMAJ, MOYEMY IO CHUX IOp OCTaJCs L€, C UCTOLIHBIM BOIUIEM OpOCHIICS B JieC.
OpaHaKo OJIMH U3 OTHEHHBIX XJIBICTOB BCE-TaKM HAcTUT ero. Pa3BeBaromasicsi MpOCThIHS BCIBIXHYIA,
U KpUK Yy)Kaca CMEHWICA KpukoM Oouid. Emie MuUr — u KOCTepKH Ha Kparo MOJISIHBI CIIOBHO pa3aysio
MOTYYUM BETPOM.

[Inams nepexunynoch Ha jepeBbsi. Kazanoch, ero HUYTO HE MOXET OCTAaHOBUThH. BiaxkHbie
BETKHM Topenu, Kak xBopocT. [loxap men x JlyHTapuHy, U BCKOpPE OT JEPEBHHU OCTAJIOCh JIUIIb
MeneuIe.

UYetrBepo nepexunu 3Ty HOub: ['mneon, Uiiceynp, @urruc u I'Bepuc. HUKTO M3 HUX Tak U HE
MOHSUI, KaK UM YAAJIOCh OCBOOOAUTH JApYr Apyra. OUHYIHCh OHM JIMIIb [OCIE TOTO, Kak ['mueon
OepexxHo noHsan durruca, a KapjauK MOrIaani ero 1o IeKe.

«Tak ObLIIO HY)KHO, APYKOK», — IPOU3HEC OH, 3aMETHB, UTO [ UACOH IPOKUT.

Manbuuk Hudero He orBeTusl. OH Hec Durruca, U MO €ro IeKam KaTWIUCh ClIe3bl. 3a HUMU
nuta Uitceyns ¢ I'Bepucom Ha pykax. Bce uero um Temepp XOTENOCh, — 3TO KaK MOXKHO ObIcTpee
OCTaBHTb 10331 COXKEHHYIO IEPEBHIO.

Top Hakoneu-to otapimuancs. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ ce0sl Tak, CIOBHO TOJBKO YTO MOJYYHJ MOA
IbIX. .. OT KOTO-TO OUY€Hb U 0YEHb CUIILHOTO.

— Bo nMms Csera... — CakceH CKIOHWICS Hal HUM. — UTO 3TO OBLI0?

«Bce B nopsake?» — noaxsatui Kityr. Cokon Obl1 HE Ha UIYTKY BCTPEBOXKEH.

«dymaro, na», — Top OCTOPOKHO MPUIMOIHSIICS U 3arOBOPUII B CIIyX — B KM3HU HE BHUIEI
Huyero 6osee xyrtkoro. [loxoxe, ato I'maeon. S ciplman, kak o MeHs 3Bal: «Oten!» A moToMm...
3TO JaXke€ CBSI3bI0 pa3yMOB HE Ha3BaTh. MHE MOKAa3aJI0Ch, YTO MbI CTAJIM €IUHBIM II€JIbIM. BBI... BbI
3TO BUJIENU?

CakceH mokayaisl rojoBOH.

— I Huyero He BuAEN. MBI CHOKOMHO IUIM, a ITOTOM Thl BAPYr yIajl Ha YETBEPEHBKU M
3aCcTOHAJ TakK, CIOBHO 3ajbixaenibesi. Crnpocu Kiryra: MokeT ObITh, OH UTO-TO 3aMETHII?

«Boo0b1ie Huuero, — mpu3HaiCs COKOJI. — S cilydallHO B3IUISHYJ BHU3 U YBUJEIN, YTO ThI
JeXUIb Ha 3emiie». Top mocmorpen Ha CakceHa U oKayall roJIOBOM.

— Her, on ne Buzaen. Kak u 1o1. A cBet? Takol spkuii, 4To riazaM 00JIBHO?



— JlyHa xak cBeTuia, Tak U cBeTut. Jlymaro, kpome Te0si, HUKTO HU4Yero He Bujen. 1 ne mor
YBHUJIETb.

— Cakcen! — Top MOpbBIBUCTO CXBaTHJI Kiyka 3a pyKy. — Bce aTo Bpems s oxupaai, 4To
BCTpeUy JeTedl JIeT TMATH-IIeCTH. MOoWM JeTsM He MOXeT ObITh Oosbmie. Ho 3TOT Manbywk,
KOTOPBI BO33BaJI KO MHE... KOTOPBIM Ha3Bajl MEHS OTLOM... MO CbIH... OH, KOHEYHO, HE IOHOIIA,
HO YK€ He peOeHOK!

Tebe mpocto mokazasiock, Top. Bce cimyumnocs Tak BHe3amHo... HaBepHo, ThI mciyracs,
koraa yBuzen... Kcratu, Thl Tak W He pacckaszai, yTo Tam Obuto. Hy ma magHo. 3Haemb, Kak
roBopsaT? Y cTpaxa ria3a BEIUKH.

— Her, Tb1 He noHMMaeb, — TOp MOAHSIICS W MPOLIEICS B3a1 U BIEPEI. — Y HEro yxe rosuoc
sJoMaeTcsi. Mo# ChIH BBIPOC.

— Tsl cam cebs cnpimmib? Takoro npocTo ObITh HE MOXkeT. PebeHok. .. [Tonoxau-noaoxam.
TrI ckazan «aetu». Y 1e0s ke TOIbKO ChIH!

«Bo umsa Cgsera...» — tuxo mpoctoHan Kmyr. Top mokocuiics Ha CakceHa M BHE3AITHO
MIOYyBCTBOBaI ce0si BUHOBAThIM. OH Tak U HE CKazajl JIpyry Bcel mpaB/bl.

— JlaBaii HeMHOTO nepeaoxHeM, CakceH. MHe HYKHO Tebe KOe-4TO OObSICHUTb.

OnHu cenu y 000YMHBI U JIOCTaNIU XJI€O U ChIp, KOTOpble MpUXBaTWIHA ¢ co0oil. He To uToOBI
KTO-TO U3 IYTHUKOB mporojiojaics. [Ipocro oOouM Hago ObUIO 3aHATH PYKU U HaOUTh POT, MOKa
Top nonbupan cinosa.

Kyt ToXe pemmi nepekycutb U OTHPABHIICA Ha OXOTY: HOUYBIO M3 HOP BBIOMPAIUCH MEJIKHE
3BEPbKH, U YIyCKaTh TaKOU ciaydail Obu10 npocTo rpemHo. CoKosl paJoCTHO MOIIEIKUBAI KIOBOM,
npenskymas nup. OH yneran, npenoctaBuB Topy camMoMy BBIOMPATBCS U3 SIMBI, B KOTOPYIO TOT
YTOHIL

Top crinotHyi. Jlanbiie TAHYTh HET CMBICIA.

— CakceH... Thl IOMHHUIIB, Koraa poawics ['mpeon, mel Bce muiakanu? W Bapyr oburarenu
Cepama JlecoB pazoM OpOCHIIMCH BPACCHITTHYIO, CJIOBHO YETO-TO UCITYTauCh?

— Jla. TlomHuTCs, g Benen Tebe ocTaBaThCsl ¢ DIMCCOM, a caM OoTHpaBmiics uckath l'ota. S
XOTeN YBECTH €ro MojJajblie OT Bac.

— Bcee BepHO, — kuBHYN Top. — A noka 1e0s He O6bu10, 1 noMor Coppesiu IPUHSTH €1Ie OJJHOTO
pebenka. [leBouky... cectpy [ mueona.

CakceH OblI Tak MOTPSICEH, YTO JIaXe HE MOMBITAICS 3TOro CKpbITh. Kycok xyieba, KOTOpbIi
OH >K€BaJl, [oNaJl eMy He B TO ropio. Kityk nonepxHysncs U CIUTIOHYII.

— A Dnucca He 3HaeT?

Top rpycTHO noKayai rojloBOM ¥ NOCMOTpEN APYry B IJiasa.

— Tsl yomonok, — CakceH BCKOYMII M MPOIIENICS B3al U BIepel. — Majo Toro, 4to Thl COBpal
Onucce, OyATO €€ ChIH MEPTB, XOTs OH JI0 CHUX IOp KUB U 37I0poB. Thl HE CKa3all, 4TO y HEe eCThb
noub! Cepana y Te0st Het, Topkun ['MHT.

CrnenoBano 0xuaath... Top He nepeduBasl CakceHa, MoKa TOT HE BBITYCTHI BCIO 3JI0CTb.

— CakceH, — IpoM3HEC OH HAKOHEIl. — YCHOoKo¥cs u Boichymai mMeHs. [Ipomry Tebs. Dnmucca
Obuta Ipu cMepTu. EnMHCTBEHHOE 4TO MOTJIO CHACTU €€ M AeTeld — Mos JoXb. Jletel s nmepenai
Coppenu — KCTaTh, 3TO OHA HACTOsUIa, YTOOBI 1 HUYEro He pacckasbiBal Dnucce. M Toraa 3to Obu10
BecbMa pazymHo. Coppenb 00bACHUIIA, YTO Y MEHS HET JPYroro crnocoba 3amurtuth ux. OHU ke
JUTSI MEHS IOPO’KE BCETO Ha cBeTe!

Cakcen uto-T0 mpoBopuai cede mo Hoc. [loxoxke, AITUX 10BOAOB Oy/IeT HEIOCTATOYHO.

— W gt0?

— 51 oTnipaBuIICs Ha3aa — Ie-TO Yepe3 IeHb WM OKOJIO TOTO.

51 He MOr XHUTb C 3THM... C TE€M, YTO OCTaBWI OJMCCY UYyTh JKUBOW U NEpeJal CBOUX
HOBOPO’KJICHHBIX JIeTel JKEHIIUHE, KOTOPYIO €/1Ba 3HAl0.

On niepeBen ayx. boyib 1 BUHA TeX AHEH HAXJIBIHYJIW HA HETO C HOBOM CHIION.

— Kak Obl TO HU 05110, 51 BepHYyIcs B Cepaue JlecoB, Ho HUKoro He Hamiena. Hukoro u Huuero!
A He tonpko mpo Dmmccy u nerei, CakceH. Bee BBIMISAAENO Tak, CJIOBHO TaM HUKTO HUKOTJA HE
xui. Jlec crep Bce cuenpl. Ilomo3pesato, Japmyn Kopun cnenan sto HapouHo. Ilotom MmeHs



cxBaTuUiIM. S ObUI MOTPSICEH, KOrAa yBUAEI, YTo Dnucca Toxe nomnaia B jgansl ['oty. C Tex nop ona
HE CKa3ajla MHe HU cioBa. B Tan Mbl exanu BMecTe, HO MeXly HaMH Kak OyaTo cteHa Bbipocia. [o
NpUOBITHH, KaK Thl NOMHHUIIb, MEHS NOCAIMIM B TEMHHMIy, a DJHUCCY OTHAIM Ha IOINEYEHHE
KoposneBbl Haiipun. [Iymaro, el He paspeliajii MEHs HaBellaTh, TaK YTO s HAYEr0 HE MOTr €H
pacckazatb. U cBs3b pa3yMoB ObLIO HE YCTaHOBHUTH. Mbl ObUIM OTpe3aHbl ApPYyr OT apyra. Jlaxe Bo
BpeMsi CyJia S MOT pa3Be YTO MMOCMOTPETh HA HEeE. A TIOTOM... HY, Thl caM 3Haelb. CaKCeH, Thl MEHS
ciymaenib, apyxuiie?.. CaMm BUIUIIB: JTaXe €CIM Obl S XOTEN €l YTO-TO OOBSICHUTH, CIIydasl HE
obuto. Kak Tbl gymaemib, uto ceiyac ciyumnock? S mpusBan gereir B TaminnHop, BOT uto. UM
MIPUILLIO BPEMsI y3HaTh, KTO UX POJIUTENH, BCTPETUTHCS CO MHOM, CO CBOEH Marepblo... MM HYX HO
HCIIOJIHUTB CBOE MPEAHA3HAUYEHUE. .. €CJIU TAKOBOE €CTh.

Top cTucHyn1 roioBy JagoHsIMU. MyKu coBecTH ObUIM HEBBIHOCUMBI. OH MOJ4a CMOTpEI, KaK
Knyt onyckaercs Ha BeTKy v yucTUT KitoB. Hakonen, CakceH HapylIui TATOCTHOE MOJITYaHHE.

— Xopouo noyxunai, Kimyr?

«Uynecno! — Kityt moxsonan KpbUIbsIMH, MIOHUMAs!, YTO KIyK €ro He cibluT. — Kak nena,
Top?»

«Tenepb OH 3HAET BCe.

«Xopo1Io, Tak ¥ J0KHO ObITh. Ham elie moHanoburcs ero moMomib», — JeJI0BUTO OTBETHII
COKOJI.

— [poxnsaTee! — Cakcen mepecTal JIF0OOBATHCS NMTULIEH U CHOBA MOBEpHYICs K Topy. — U rae
TBOU J€TH ObLIM Bce 3T0 BpeMs? Ckaxkellb, 4To MOHATHS He nMeellb? Hu 3a yTo He nmoBepro.

— Tem He menee 310 Tak, Cakced. Coppenb nucuesna BMecte ¢ HUMU. C TexX mop, KaKk OHH
poaunuch u nokunyiau Cepaue JlecoB, 0 HUX HE ObUIO HU CITyXY, HU JyXY.

Kityk cHOBa npomiesncs o qopore.

— Tsl gyman, uro onu ocranucs B Tamiunope?

Top BcTasl M CTPAXHYN KPOWIKM C Iutama. Bo pry ocrajics HENpUATHBIA IPUBKYC, CIOBHO
U1 UCTIOPTUIIACH.

— Ilonavany g tak u nyman. Ilotom pemnn, yro Coppelnb yBe3jla UX B OJJHO W3 COCEIHUX
KopoJieBcTB. CKopee BCero, Tak OHO U OBLIIO.

— Ho korna TBoi1 cbiH ycnen Boipactu? Thl cka3all, 4ToO OH yXe MOYTH FOHOIIA.

— Ilonsarus He umero, — orBeTu Top. OH ObLT U BIPSIMb COUT C TOJIKY.

—Ho Ttorpa sro He I'maeon, — msarko 3amerun CakceH.— B 3tom roay I'maeoH nomxen
BCTPETUTH CBOE LIECTOE JIETO. Bpems teuer oquHakoBo U B TamnuHope, n Ha Kunpece, u B Apyrux
CTpaHax.

«B ppyrux crpanax srtoro Mmupa», — 3ametun Kiyr. OH mepectan HaBOJAWUTH KpacoTy U
npucTagbHO cMoTpenl Ha Topa. CakceH He CIbILal CJIOB COKOJIA, 3aTO 3aMeTHII, YTo Top 3acTbhul
KakK BKOTIaHHBIN.

—Yro Tebe ckazan Kiyr? — cipocuit oH.

— He crout uckitouats, uro Coppesib MOrjia MNOKUHYTh Hall MUP.

CakceH (bIpKHYII.

— MoxeT, nosicHUILIb? — MOUHTEpecoBaicsa OH, U TOp BONPOCUTEIHHO MOCMOTPEN Ha COKOJIA.

«YTo THI XOTEN CKazaTh, Kiyr?»

«[louemy THI He HONyCKaellb, YTO OHAa CHpsATaja JeTedl 3a MpeneinaMu 3TOro mupa’?
Bo3M0HO, B Ipyrux MUpax v BpeMs TEYET MO-APyroMy... Bripodyem, 370 mpocToO MBICIBY.

— Koneuno! — Top BcrecHyn pykamu. — Kyt yrBepxaaet, uro Coppeiib MOrjia OTHpaBUThCA
B KaKOW-TO pyroil Mup. B pasHbIX Mupax BpeMs UIET M10-Pa3HOMY.

CakceH mokayaisl rojoBOH.

— Tebe He KaxeTCs, 9TO ITO yxKe depecuyp?

—Ho Bemp Takoe Bo3mokHO, Cakcen! Ilomymaii! A ocraBun Coppenb ¢ yMmuparomen
KEHIIMHOM, IByMsI HOBOPOXJIECHHBIMH JIETbMU U OOTOM JIecOB. I He mpeacTaBisiio, YTO MO CUjlaM
Hapmyny Kopuny, a uro He moa cuiy naxe emy. Ho mpexncraBp cebe, 4yTO OH peliui eue pas
BMmemarbcs. [IpocTo npencrass.

—He 3Hnar,— CakceH 3agyMunmBO TiepeAepHyYN IUiedamu. — HaBepHo, ecid oOueHb



MOCTapaThCsl. ..
— Wnem! — BockiunkHyn Top — K HEMY CHOBa BEPHYJUCH CHIIBL. — MBI JOJDKHBI KaK MOYKHO
ckopee BepHyThes B Cepare Jleco. Hemems!

O cropeslieil epeBHE HAIIOMUHAO JIMILIB c1a00€ 3apeBO HAa FOPU30HTE, U ['MI€0H pazpemu
caenatb npuBai. Onu ¢ Uiiceynplo maranu BCIO HOYb, M BCIO HOYb OH Hec Ha pykax durruca,
MIPUCIYILIUBASICh K €T0 HEPOBHOMY JIbIXaHUIO.

Hakonern To He60 Ha BOCTOKE Ha4ajo CBETJIETh.

«Cnacu0o», — npoienTai Kapiuk.

«A ucnyrancs, @urruc. Yto s Hageman?»

«Thl chenan UMEHHO TO, YTO CJIEOBaJI0. DTy JEPEBHIO JIAaBHO IMOpa ObLIO CTEpETh C JIMIIA
3emui. ThI clac Hac BCEX».

«Ho s yOm1 MHOKECTBO JTIOICH.

«botrock, UM TaBHO TIOpa OBLIIO BCTPETUTHLCS CO CBOMMH O0Tamu, — 3aBepuii ero durruc. — 31o
Ob110 cKkBepHOE MecTo, ['uaeon. [Ipomry, He Kopu cedsi».

«41 Bo33Bai k otiry. Jlymaro, s ObUT Tak HaIyraH, YTO CBSI3b pa3yMOB BO3HHUKIIA cama cO00M. S
BOCIIOJIB30BAJICA €T0 CHJION. A MOXET ObITh, CBOCH. UTO-TO BBIMYCTHIIO €€ Ha BOJO... S cam He
3HAION.

«MHe 10BENI0Ch BCTPETUTh TBOETO OTLIAY.

«IIpaBma?»

«/la, He Tak naBHo. Ha Kunpece. Thl Tak MoX0 Ha HETO, UTO BAC MOKHO MEPEMYTaTh).

«TBI HE TITyTHIITE?» — PAOCTHO TIepecpocui [ uieoH.

«OKanb, HaM He yna’aoch MOTOBOPUTH. DTO ObUIA MPOCTO CilyyaliHas BCTpeya JBYX JIIOJEH,
KOTOpBIE APYT pyra He 3HatoT. BepHee, s 3HaJ, KTO OH TAaKOM, a BOT OH...»

«51 cam oYTH HMYETrO HE 3HAIO».

«IToromy-10 5 1 37€ch. A Oyny yuuTh u 3ammuimarh teos. 1 obemraro: 60mbie TeOe HUKOTIA
HE IPUJIETCS] MEHSI CIIacaTh.

«3HauuT, Thl HE YMpelIb?» — 'UICOH MOHSII, YTO CUACTIIUB.

«YT0o6Bl YOUTH TOPHOTO KapiHKa, HEAOCTATOYHO CIOMaTh €My Iapy KocTeid, MO MaJlbuuK.
HoctaBb mens B Cepartie JIecoB — 1 MOXKEIIb CUUTATh, YTO MBI B O€30MTACHOCTH.

®durruc ynelOHyncd, U ['MACOH MOHSI, YTO TaK OHO U ecThb. Ero mo0sT, ero roToBbl
3amuTUTh. OH HAaKJIOHUJICS U MOLETI0BAJl KapjuKa B J00.

«Cnacu00, 4TO TBI CO MHOI».

«41 Bcerga Oyny ¢ To00I», — oTo3Bascs durruc u cHoBa 3apemall.

['uneon GepekHO OMYCTHII €ro Ha MATKYIO TpaBy, KOTOpas CIYXWJIa UM HOCTENbI0, U YKPBLI
cBoeil kypTkoil. OH HaAesCs, YTO APYr CKOPO MOIPABUTCS, a JUIsl ATOIO €MY HY)KHO OTJOXHYTb. ..
TaK YTO HE CTOUT €0 TPEBOXKUTb.

Hiiceynp 3aBopoyanack. ['Bepuc cnan.

— Wiiceynb, — mpomenTan ['uaeoH, HEXKHO Kacasch ry0aMu €€ pyKH.

CrpanHble, IECYAHOTO 1IBETA I'J1a3a OTKPBLIHCH.

— Hawm Oouibliie HUUTO HE YIrPOXKAET, BEPHO?

— Huuro u HukTo, — 'naeon kuBHyI. — S ke obeail.

Wiiceynpb cena u o6HsIa €ro.

—IIpoctu. 51 Tebe HaroBopuia cronbko rajgocrei... S mepen Toboit B nonry, I'maeon. S
COBEPUIEHHO HE TIOHUMAI0, YTO TaM CIYYHJIOCh, HO. ..

['unieon mornaauil JEBYIIKY 110 TOJIOBE, M OHA YMOJIKIIA.

— 51 Bcerya nepxy CBOM OO€IIaHus, — HIETHYJ OH, U OHA OTILATHYJIach.

— K10 TBI TaKoi?

— HaBepno, Cobuparens ymi, — oH yabIOHYIICS.

— He cmeiics, 51... MHE IpOCTO 60JIbIlI€ HUYETO HE IPUILLIO B T0JI0BY. S Tak ucmyranacs!

— Tr1 Obuta 6eciotoOHa. I cMoTpen Ha TeOs U cTapasics ObITh TAKUM e cMenbiM, Hiiceyns.
Ho psniom ¢ To00i1 s Bce paBHO ObLII )KaJIKUM TPYCOM.



— Tonbko He MoJ KOHEL, — OHa MOCMOTpEIa Ha HEr0 CBOMMHM CTPaHHBIMU TJ1a3amMu, HO ['uyeon
HE OTBEJI B3IJISa.

— A TbI IOBEpHUIIIb, €CIH 5 CKaXYy, YTO CaM HUYEro He NIOHUMaro?

Emy nokazainocsk, uro HMiiceynb CUMTAaET y HErO €ro peCHUIbl — OHA YXKeE Jieana Tak, Korjaa
OHM JI)KaJlu B capae.

—IloBepro. C HamMu Bce BpeMs NPOUCXOAMUT YTO-TO CTpaHHoe. S moBepuia Tebe, enBa
yBujena... U reneps Bepro.

— Cnacu6o.

['uneon ObuT M BrpaBay el Giaronaped. U BripaBay He MOHUMAJ, YTO IPOUCXOUT.

— A yto OyneT ¢ TBOUM Apyrom? — eBYyIlIKa MocMoTpesna Ha durruca.

— 51 oTHecy ero Tyna, Kysa Mbl HarpaBisiemcsi. TaM HaM TIOMOTYT.

Wiiceynb kuBHYyNA.

— A KyJia Bbl HalpaBJsieTeCch?

— CHayana — B 0/IHY JIepeBHIO, KoTOpas Ha3biBaeTcs [nagkuit JIyr, a notom B DKCeH.

— O, »10 y Benmukoro Jleca. JIrogu ero mo6auBarotcsi.

— IloGauBarorcs?!

— Hy, HaBepHO, npaBuiibHee ObLIO OBl CKa3aTh «yBaxkatoT». OH MOJIOH JPEBHUX TaliH. MoXxeT
OBbITh, IJ1a3a y MEHS CTPaHHbIE, HO Sl UM BEPIO.

OHa KOKeTJIMBO OTBeJIa B3I, U 00a pacCMEsINCh.

— A e tBo# nom, Uiiceynn?

— O, 310 OBLIO TaK JIABHO... sl HE 3HAI0, YTO HA3bIBaTh CBOUM JJOMOM.

I'ineony He moTpedoBaNOCh NOSICHEHUH.

—Torma ummem co wHOM. Eciam He 3Haemb, KakoM JOM Ha3BaTh JOMOM, MOKEIIb
CTPaHCTBOBATh CKOJIbKO Ayllle yroAaHo. Benb y Te0s ecTh Apy3bsl.

JleByIika 3aymanach, IOTOM €€ TyObl TPOHYJIa TIeHalibHasl yibIOKa.

— 3aMaH4YMBO€ MPEAJIOKEHHUE. .. — OHA CKIIOHWJIACh U TolenoBaia ['ujaeona — oueHb ObICTPO,
OoueHb HEXHO. — Ho 3TOMy ManeHbKOMy MalbuMKy HaJ0 y3HaTh, YTO Takoe HacTtosmui nom. Emy
HY)KHbI HACTOSIIIME MaTh U OTEL, KOTOpble OyayT ero JoOuTh. S 1ymaro, ero HaJo OTBE3TU TyAa,
/1€ OH POJUJICS.

O na, ¥ 3TO TOXE MOXHO IMOHSTH. .. HO Kakoe pa3oyapoBaHue!

— A e oH poauics?

— B Bputn6epu. Oxoso cemu AHEH MyTH OTCIOJA... HY, MOXET, 4yyTh Oosbiue. Hamo naru Ha
BOCTOK. BOIOCh, 3a CEMb THEI MBI HE YCIIEEM. .. BIIPOYEM, TOPOIUTHCSA HEKY/IA.

B aToT mMur Bnanu mocislmancs nepectyk KonelT. Yto 3a BosmedcTBo! Brpouewm... ckopee
BCET0, JIOIIAAM NMPOCTO UCIYTAJIUCh OTHS U B y’Kace CKaKalli Ky/a rias3a IJssT, 10Ka He BEIOUIUCH
U3 CUJL.

— He 3a cems nHel, a panpuie, — ' maeon noamurnyn Uiiceynu. — [lomorn MHE X OMMAaTh.

— He toponuce, — npenynpeanna aepyuika. — OHU ele He YCIIOKOMWIIUCH.

[Touemy-to ['mneon 3Han, yto He Hamyraet Jomajaeil. C yero o 310 B3su1? HenmoHsTHO, HO
JolaA OCTAaHOBUJIMCH, €1Ba OH OKIMKHYJI UX. MSIKo, JIacKOBO pasroBapuBasl CO CKaKyHaMH,
MaJb4MK MOAXO0MI Bee Ommke. TakuM ke napom obiagana U €ero MaTh, HO FOHBIA CTpaHHHUK 00
3TOM He 3Hai. Ellle HEMHOro — U OH yXe CTOSUI PAJIOM, a JIOIIAU, KaXKeTcs, ObUIM 3TOMY OYEHb
pazasl U CIIOKOWHO LIUIAIH TPaBY.

— Cenen HeT, — cka3an I'maeon, — Huuero?

— 51 ¢ nercTBa e3xKy BepxoM 0e3 ceqna u y3aeuku. [lymato, erie He pa3yyuiach.

OcTaBuB JEBYLIKY C JomanabMu, ['uaeon BepHyics k Durrucy, mpucen psiioM ¢ HUM Ha
KOPTOYKU U NMPUHSIICS 00ciieoBaTh ero kapmanbl. Koraa oH BBIIPSIMUIICS, BUJT Y HETO ObLT BEChbMa
JOBOJIbHBIH.

— Jlepu, — OH poTAHYIN Miiceynu TsSKeablii KOLIENb.

Oma 3arJisiHys1a BHYTPb U BITAlL[UJIa HECKOJIBKO MOHET.

— Her, I'uneon. [Ins MeHs 3TO 1ieJ10€ COCTOSIHHE.

— [loBeps: durruc xotemn, 4ToObI ThI B3sJIa ACHBIM U CIOKOWHO BEPHYJIACh IOMOW CO CBOUM



Oparumkoii. Ha nBa cemra xBatut?

— A 1Bl OyATO HE 3Haelb? — KaXKeTCs, OHA BIIEPBbIE HE MOIJIa MOBEPUTH COOCTBEHHBIM
riazam. — ['M1eoH, Ha ATH JE€HBI'M MOXHO >KUTh OT HOBOJIYHMSI O HOBOJIYHUS M He 3HaTh rops! Ha
HUX MOXHO KYIHUTb JIECATOK CE/IEe. .. U HECKOJIBbKO JIoIael B npuaaqy!

— 1 pan. Bel 3TO 3aciyxuiiv, — OH MOJOPOCHIT B BO3MIyX 30JIOTYIO MOHETY. — A HaM XBaTHUT U
storo. Obemail, 4To OyJelIb HOUEBATh TOJILKO HA MOCTOSUIBIX JBOPAX U HE CTAaHEUIb MOPUTH ceOs
rojojoM. Korjna noGepembesi 1o0MOM, Jomage MOXellb IpoAaTh, €Cad 3axouellb. Tonbko Oyab
OCTOpOKHA.

— Y MEeHs TPOCTO HET CJIOB.

— He Hamo Humdero roBoputh. XKajib, 4TO ThI HE MOJXKEIIb IMOEXaTh CO MHOW, HO s TeOs
ITIOHUMAIO.

— MHe TOXKe Kallb.

Wiiceyny B37n0xHYyna, U Torna ['maeon mnouenoBan ee. OH BHEpBBIE I0-HACTOSIIEMY
MOL[EJIOBAN IEBYLIKY. DTO OBLJIO MOTPSACAIOLIE. .. JKaJlb, YTO TOJIBKO OJUH pas3.

— Tsl yBepeHa, 4T0O Mbl JIOJIKHBI paccTaTbesi? — CIIPOCUII OH, KOT'/1a OHU 00a, HAKOHEL, CMOTJIH
TOBOPUTb.

— ThI 3Haelb, KaK Ha3bIBACTCA MOS AepeBHs. [Ipuesxkail B rocTu.

— Henpemenno npueny.

Ona npucTanbHO IOCMOTpENIA Ha MaJIburKa.

— Tet He mpuenemb, ['mneon. TeGe He3adem mpueskarb. Sl YyBCTBYIO, Thl POXKACH IS
BEJINKUX JEI.

Moxet ObITh, ¥ Tak. Ho I'naeon He xoTen naxe AymaTh, YTO HUKOTJA €€ HE YBUJIUT.

— Ilonoxu! — OH CyHyN pyKy BO BHYTPEHHUH KapMaH, Hallesl TO, YTO MCKaJl, U OMYCTUJI 3TO
B JIaloHb UMiiceyinu.

— YT0 3T0? — Ccripocuiia OH, pa3riisiAbIBas TJAAKUI KaMEHHbBIN IIApUK.

— Bepuiib WM HET, HO OH MHE OYE€Hb M OueHb jJopor. Obemiail, YTO HUKOI/A €ro He
oTepsellb, HUIKOMY HE MpoJaiib U He noaapuiib. OH MOH, HO MOKa s HE BEPHYCh 3a HUM, TeOe
HUYTO HE yrpoxaeT. Tenepb MHE npujaercs BepHyThecs. Korma-HuOynp s npueay u norpedyro To,
YTO NPUHAJUIEKUT MHE.

JleBy1ika ynsIOHYIaCh.

— OH coBceM Kak TBOM CJIOBa: TaKOM IPOCTOM, INIagkui U Bpoje Obl HHuYero He ctout. Ho
€CJIM Thl CYUTACILIb, YTO EMY LIEHBI HET, 51 TOXKe OyAy Tak AyMaThb. byny aymars, 4TO OH OECLIEHHBIH,
KaK TBOS JIpyxkoOa.

OtnaBass el kameHb, [HMIEOH WUCHBITAT CTpaHHOE 4YyBCTBO. OH paccTaeTcsi ¢ TeM
€AMHCTBEHHBIM, UYTO CBSI3bIBAET €r0 C Mpouwioi xku3Hpto. Ho kyma BaxkHee, utoObl y Uiiceynb
OCTJIOCh YTO-TO HA MaMsATh. YTO-TO B 3aJI0T OyyIIeH BCTPEUH.

maBa 28
CtpaHcTBuUSA JlaypuH

Kaxercs, Bce maer kak mo maciy. Jlaypun nHacnaxmanace oOmectBom Coppenu, XOTs
MO-TIPEKHEMY HE BIIOJTHE J0Bepsiia cTapymike. YTo-To MoICKa3bIBAJIO AEBOYKE, YTO OCTOPOKHOCTD
He momernraer. Ho Bce 3t exenHeBHbIE Oecepl 0 eneOHbIX TpaBax! Jlaypun Obuta odapoBaHa.
Bckope ona yxe 3Hala Mo IMEHaM BCE TPaBbl, KOTOPBIE Mmoka3ana eii Coppens.

[lamsATh y neBouku Oblaa ynuButTenbHass. EXf He Hafgo ObLIO MOBTOPSTH JABAX/bl, OT KaKUX
HEIyroB MOMOTAIOT T€ WX WHBIC JIUCThs, 1[BETHI, Aroabl. Ho eme Gompimne Coppenb pamoBaiachk,
korna JlaypuH ymaBanock caMoif COCTaBIATh cOOpPHI, 00IagaroIe Hy)KHBIMU cBoiicTBaMu. U3 Hee
IMOJIYYHUTCH BCJIIMKOJICIIHAA TPaBHHUILIA.

Onu dyacto ToBOpWwIM 00 Dimcce, W OSTH paccKkaszbl JEBOYKA MOIJIAa CIylaTh JI0
0ECKOHEYHOCTH. A KOT/Ia CTapylIka CIIOBHO HEHApOKOM YITOMHHAJA, KaK Ta MMOX0Ka Ha CBOIO MaTh,
Jlaypun Oblna Ha ceqpMOM HeOe OT cHacThd... XOTs NMOpoil el He Bepuiock. Benp ee math —
Hacrosas kpacasuiia! OgHako 3Ta MBICIIB HE pa3 corpeBaia e cepaime nepea cHoM. OcoOeHHO



yacTto JlaypuH 3acTaBiisijia CBOIO HACTaBHUILY PACCKa3bIBaTh O TOM, KaK €€ pOAUTEIN BCTPETUIINCH B
KapemOorre, a motom 6exanu B Cepare Jlecos.

— Kak Tb1 mymaems, rae ceituac ['oT? — kak-1o pa3 cnpocuia JlaypuH.

Coppeinb MOMOPIIUIIACE.

— Hanerock, B ipencrioiHei.

— Ho TbI TOUHO HE 3HaEIb.

—Yto mpaBza, To npasjaa. B nocneanuii pa3 s ciblmana o HeM Korjaa oH npoHuk B Cepzie
Jlecos, uToObI BeICHEUTH Hac. [loMHMIIB, ST paccka3biBaiia Tebe mpo xpadbporo kiryka Cakcena? On
BBI3BAJICSl OTBJICYb MIHKBU3WTOPA M YBECTU €T0 OT TOJISHBI, TJI€ TBOSA MaTh POJMiIa TeOS U TBOETO
Opara.

Jlaypun nomnsiTanach 3T0 NPEACTaBUTh U YIbIOHYIACK.

— Jlymato, CakceH cymen ¢ HUM pacupaBUThCS. A €clud HE OH, TO TBOW OTEL, — CTapylIKa
KUBHYJa U Jo0aBuia: — S B 3TOM HE COMHEBAIOCh.

—Ox, na... Tel )xe HEe MOXKellb 3HaTh, YTO CIYy4WJIOCH mociie Toro, kak Jlapmyn Kopun
nepeHec Hac B Apyroit mup. Bepno? fIBce Bpems po 3To 3a0bIBao.

— Koneuno, Mos IeBOYKa.

Jlaypun 3agymanach, 1 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi OHU IIarajiu Moj4a.

— Ilomyyaercs, Mbl HE 3HaeM, Kak MOU POJUTENN KUJIU BCE ATO BpEMS, — HEOKUJTAHHO
npousHecia oHa. — MoxeT ObITh, MOSI MaTh YK€ yMepJa.

— A BOT 3TOTO TOYHO HE€ MOXET ObITh. SIlHe pa3 TeOe roBopwia: CIy4UCh YTO C TBOEH
MaTepblo, 5 y3Hat0 00 3TOM nepBoil. MBI ¢ Hel CIUIIKOM MHOroe nepexuiu BMecre. K Tomy xe...
Heyxxenu Bam oter; mpusBai Obl Bac TOJBKO JJIi TOTO, YTOOBI Bbl YBUJENHU MEPTBYIO MaTh? S B
3TOM COMHEBAIOCh.

—Ho ¢ 4dero Tel B3siia, 4YTO OHU A0 cuX Hop Bmecte? [Iponuio msATHaAUATH JET, U MBI HE
3HAeM, KaK OHH >KHJI BCE 3TO BPEMSL.

Coppernb KUBHYyIIA.

— Tsl mpaBa, Most foporasl... HO IOBEpb, TeOe HE CTOUT 00 3TOM TpeBOXKUTHCS. Bo Bcex Mupax
BpeMsi TeueT mno-pasHoMy. B TaminHope mpouuio He Tak MHOro Jjet... /laBail 1ymarb TOJIBKO O
xopouemMm, JagHo? Bce M Tak CIMIIKOM 3amyTanoch, Tak YTO He OyAeM JioMaTh TOJIOBY H
MPEACTABIIATH, KaK BCE MOXKET ObITh CKBepHO. Barm oterr »uB. OH npusBai Bac. BceMy cBoe Bpems.

A oHa coBceM BweIOMIach w3 cwi, nmoaymana Jlaypun. Emie He mepeBaimio 3a MOJJICHb, a
CTapylIKe YXKe MPUXOIUTCS BBIOMpaTh, UATH WIM pa3roBapuBarh. CTpaHHO: B TOM MHpE OHa
Ka3ajach KPEMKOH 1 37J0pOBOMl. A 31€Ch... 37€Ch OHA CTaja KaK CyXas BETOUKA: HAXMU IMOCUIIbHEE
— u nepenomuiib. KoHeuyHo, oHM Tpojienaid Takoi JOJTHi myTh, U Bce nemkoMm. Cama JlaypuH,
HaBEPHO, 32 BCIO CBOIO JKM3Hb CTOJBKO HE Ipoliarajga. 3a BCIO CBOIO MPOLUIYIO XU3Hb, KOTOPAs
y)Ke Hauasa 3a0bIBaThCsl U B KOTOPOW OHA OblIa HACTOSIIEH JIEHTAUKOM — TOJIBKO U lymMayia O TOM,
4yTOOBI JIMIIHUI pa3 He nomiesenuThess. Ho mocneanee Bpemst onu ¢ Coppenbio UIyT U UAYT, OT
paccBeTa 110 3akarta. JlaypuH yxe crtana 3ameuaThb, YTO IUIATb€ HAa HEW BUCUT MEILIKOM, 3aTO Ha
Jylie cTaHoBUTCS Jierye. HaBepHo, 1 Koa cTasia Jiydlie — MOKHO JIa)Ke HE CMOTPEThCS B 3€pKaJlo.

Ho 310 6b1I0 HE €IMHCTBEHHOE Yy/10, KOTOpOE OHA MO3Haa, maras no goporam TainuHopa.
Kaxkoe 310, oka3biBaercs, HacnaxaeHue — Obith Jlaypun! JIumb ogHa Tydka ompadana ee CHsIFOIIui
HeOOCBOJ: cjoBa OpaTa, KOTOpble OHA YyCIiblllala, KOrJa B MOCJIEIHUN pa3 pa3roBapuBajia ¢ HUM
MBICJIEHHO.

Yro 3T0 32 NIeByliKa, KOTOpoil OH aoikeH nmomoub? Kto oHa, ata Uitceyns? IlycTs 310 Haxe
MPOCTO Jpyk0a — Kak ee OpaT MOr TakK JIETKO ¢ KeM-To cOnm3utThes? JlaypuH mpe3puTensHO
¢eipkayna. Coppenb HEJOYMEHHO MOCMOTpeEia Ha JAEBOUYKY, HO Ta cZejiaja BHJ, YTO HUYETo He
3aMeTHiIa U CHOBA 3amaraia Brepea. OgHako ee roHas CITyTHHUIIA Oblla HEe Ha IIYTKY 00eCTIOKOEeHa.
B ronoce I'mneona 6p1710 cTOJIBKO TpeBOTH. HakoHEN-TO OHA HalIa TOTO, KOTO MOXKHO JIFOOUTH, O
KOM MO>HO 3a00TUTHCS. .. I BOT 3TOT Ue€ln0BEK yXe BO YTO-TO BBSI3AJICS, @ OHA JIaJIEKO U HUYEM He
MOXXET eMy MoMoub. JIaypuH yxke He pa3 MopblBalach MPUKOCHYTHCS K €ro pasymMy, HO HE CMeEJa.
Bpar scHO nan eif moHATh, YTO X04UeT MOOBITh HaeuHE ¢ COOOH, UTO €ro CiIeayeT OCTaBUTh B MOKOE.

VY noBopoTa JOpOrH KuBas U3ropojb craia ryuie, 1 Coppenab 0CTaHOBUIIACH.



— Tebe Hexopo110? — BEIXOIS U3 33 yMYUBOCTH, cripocuiia JlaypuH.

— Kto-to mpubnumxaercs, — Tuxo coobmmna Coppenb. — SnomwkHa cka3aTh TeOe KOE-4To
oueHb BaxHoe, JlaypuHn. Eciiu ¢ HaMu 4TO-TO ciayduTes. ..

— O ueM THI? — epeduna 1eBoUKa. — YTO MOKET CIIydUuThCA?

Omna cama y/IMBHJIaCh TOMY, KaK TPEBOXHO 3BYYHUT €€ COOCTBEHHBIH roJioc.

— BoT ut0, noporas. Eciu Mbl 10 Kakoii-T0 NMpUYMHE Pa3MUHEMCS, €CIIH 51 00JIbllIe HE CMOTY
ObITh TEOE MOMyTUUILIEH, ocTapaiics okazarbes B Cepaie JlecoB kak MokHO ckopee. He sxiu MmeHs.
UYrto OBl cO MHOW HHU CIy4MIIOCh, HE Mei. OTnpasisiics B DkceH, Boiau B Benukuii Jlec u cnemn
K oTiy. Cnemnu 130 Bcex CUJl.

Teneps JlaypuH cibliana My>KCKHE roJioca U 3BYK KOTIBIT. BcaTHUKN SIBHO HE TOPOIUIIKCE.

— Hukomy He roBopu, KTO Thl M KakK Tbl 37€Ch OKa3ajach, — HACTOMYMBO Mpoja0JDKajia
Coppenb. — HUkTO HE NOJIKEH 3HaTh, KEM Thl ObLIa /10 T€X IOp, Kak momajia B 3ToT Mup. Jlru
CKOJIBKO JyIlle yrogaHo, Ho no0epuck A0 Cepana JIecoB Tak CKOpO, KaK CMOXKEIIIb. .. J1aXke o/Ha!

B ronoce crapymku Jlaypun nodyauicst cTpax, HO BpEMEHU Ha pacclpochl HE OCTABAJIOCh.
W3-3a moBopoTa mokaszanuch 4erBepo BcagHUKOB. Jlaypun u Coppenb OTOILIM Ha OOOYMHY U
cAenald BUJ, YTO JIIOOYIOTCS T'yCThIMM TpaBamu. OCTaBajoCh JIMIIb HAAESITHCS, YTO BCAJHUKU
CIIOKOMHO IPOEIYT MUMO.

— Kt0 310? — npomienrana Jlaypus.

— KopouieBckue paTHuKH.

Bospmie crapyiika He ycnena cka3aTh HH CJI0OBA. BcalHUKM OCTaHOBWIIKCS.

— IIpocTuTe, yBaxkaeMble, — BEKIUBO CIIPOCUII OJJUH U3 HUX, — Y BaC HET COIIPOBOXKAAIOIINX?

— A uto, He BUIHO? — oTo3Baniack Jlaypun. [locne cioB Coppenu ee emie Tpsicio. Bo3zmoxHo,
OHa cKazaJsia Ol UTO-HHOY/Ib €11le, HO CTapyllIKa ITUKHY/Ia Ha Hee.

PaTtHuk — o4eBH/IHO, OH OBLI TJIABHBIM U3 YETBEPHIX — CHEIIMJICS, OCTaJIbHBIE MOCIEI0BAIIN
€ro npuMepy.

— Mory s y3HaTh, Kak Bac 30BYT? — CIPOCHJ CTApIIMi, Jienas HECKOJIbKO IIaroB HaBCTpPEUy
Coppenu, 1 Ta IEPEMOHHO TOKJIOHWJIACh, UYTh MPUCEB U MOJ00PaB FOOKH.

—Ilpoctute MO0 BHYYKY, MOYTeHHbIH. OHAa CErogHs HE B HACTPOEHUU... — CTapylIKa
Oopocwiia Ha Jlaypun Heroayromui B3rasa. — Mens 30Byt Coppenb, s TpaBHuUa. A 3to Jlaypus.
Mp1 HamnpaBisieMcsi B DKCEH.

— brnaronapro, — patauk mocmotpen Ha JlaypuH. — Mbl 00be3KaeM 3/€IIHAE MeCTa, YTOOBI
noimars maiky rpaduteneidl. Buepa HOUbIO OHU OT HAC YCKOJIb3HYIIH.

— MbI HUKOTO HE BUEIH, — 3asiBuiIa JlaypuH, Hajeschb, 4TO pa3roBOp Ha ITOM 3aKOHUHUTCS.

OpHaKo CTpakHUK Kak Oy/ATO HE yCIIbIIa ee.

Cynapeias, — mpoaoikan oH, oopamasce k Coppenu. — SICOBeTyI0 BaM OBITh OCTOPOKHEH.
Bbl cTpaHcTBYeTe BABOEM C MOJIOAON AEBYIIKOW. DTH JIIOAM HE 3HAIOT KajocTh. OHU 3HAIOT, YTO
TPYOK/IbI 3aCITY>KUJIN 32 CBOU JIESTHUSI CMEPTH, HO UM 3TO 0€3paziuyHo.

— Hawm 31ech yrposxaer ornacHoCTb?

— Her, nourennas. [lo nepeBHu yxe Henaneko. OcMentoch OCOBETOBATh BaM MIPOBECTU TaM
CErOJHSIIHUN JI€Hb, a TIOTOM IPUCOEAUHUTHCA K IyTHUKAaM, KOTOpble Hamnpasisitorcsa B Tan win B
XarreHn. Uem Oousibiie mrofiel psaoM ¢ BamH, TeM Oe3omacHee. [lopora, kaxercs, cBoOoana. Tam,
I7Ie Mbl, TaM YECTHBIM JIIOJIM O0siThbcsl Heuero. KcraTu, — OH Temso yIbIOHYINCSA, — MEHS 30BYT
Jlunroc, st KanUTaH KOPOJEBCKOM CTPaKHU.

— bnaroaapro Bac, cyaape, — orBeTHiia Coppenb U CHOBA MOKJIOHUIIACH.

JlaypuH He Morna ciepxarbesl.

— A MHe KaXkeTcs, 4TO TOJIa IMYTHUKOB IPUBJIEKAET OOJIbIlle BHUMAHMS, — BbIIAINIIA OHA. —
[lo kpaiiHeil Mepe, eciu BallM rpaOUTENM BCTPETIT ABYX JKEHIIMH, TO HE TPOHYT, MOTOMY YTO
IIOMMYT, YTO Y HAC KPacTb HEYETO.

— Jla Heyxenu? — KanuTaH MOBEPHYJICS K HEMl.

— Koneuno, — HaIMEHHO OTBeTHJIa OHA. — MBI ¢ 0a0yIIKOW WIEM IMEmKOM. Y Hac CyMKa, B
KOTOPOIl TOYHO HET HUKAKUX COKpoBuIll. M neHer y Hac Tak Majo, YTO BallUM rpabuTeNsIM Jaxe Ha
3J1b HE XBaTHT.



— CynapbliHsi, — CTPOro MPOU3HEC pPaTHUK. — OTH MYXKYHHBl HE MOOpEe3ryloT U TaKou
MajocThi0. A BOT Bac OHM MOTYT JIMIIMTH KOE€-4ero Kyzaa 0oJjiee LEHHOro, YeM JIEHbI'M Ballel
06a0yIIKH.

Jlaypun He cpa3y MoHsIa, O YeM OH TOBOPUT... a KOTJa MOHsJa, ObUIo yxe 1mo3nHo. Kanuran
CHOBA BCKOYWJI B CEJUI0 U MOEXaJl NpoUb, a C HUM U €ro ToBapuIy. JleByika 3aamiach pyMsHLEM.

— Jla o3apur CBerT Balll IyTh, — KpUKHYJI KanuTaH, noMaxas Coppenu pykoi.

Korpa parauku ckpbuiich B kitydax nbuid, Coppenb noBepHynach K Jlaypus.

— Hayuuch nepkaTh CBOM OCTPBIN SI3bIYOK 3a 3y0aMu, HE TO OH JoBeneT Te0s 10 Oempl. Th
3/1ech NOKa HUKTO U HUYTO. Ilepen ToOOM OblT KamuTaH KOPOJIEBCKOW CTpaXKu, U K TaKUM JIFOJSIM
HAJJIEKUT OTHOCUTBHCS C YBAXKEHUEM. ..

Coppenb 3akanuisiack U ymoJikia. JleBouka kjaa, oka oHa NpUJeT B ce0si, HO KallleJb Bce
HE YHUMAJICSL.

K ToMy BpeMmeHu, korzpa crapyllke Iojerdano, HU el camoi, Hu JlaypuH ObulO HE 10
CTPaXXHUKOB U HE JO CIOPOB O MpaBuiax BeXIUMBOCTH. Kyna Oouibliie JeBOYKY OECIOKOMIIO
COCTOSIHUE €€ HaCTaBHUIIBL.

— Ts1 601bHA, Coppens? Uem st Mory Tebe TOMOYb?

— V¥Yxe He OoNbHA, — OTBETWJIA CTapymka. — SI mpocTto cocrapuiack. Moe BpeMsl MOYTH
BBIIILIIO.

— TBoe Bpems?

— Jleno, Ui KOTOpOro s Mpuiia B 3TOT Mup. S nepenam Teds TBOUM POJUTENSIM KUBOM U
HEBPEIMMOH, a IOTOM MOTY OTIPABJISITHCS HA MOKOM.

JlaypuH crtano He 1o cede, U OHa MOCHeNnIa 3arOBOPUTH O JPYTroOM.

— ThI cMOXeNTs UATH JajbIne?

— Ilomoru MHe BcTaTh, 1eBoUKa. MBI ellle He 100Opaliuch 10 JepEeBHU, HA0 ObITh HAUEKY.

Jlaypun npemnoxuna B3sATh y Coppenu cyMmMKy, HO Ta oTKazajnach. OJHAKo JeBOYKa HE
YCIIOKOMJIAaCh, MOKa HE MeEepesiokuia K cebe B KapMaH TpuU 50Ji0ka U He 3abpajia y CTapyLIKH
He00JIbITYIO (BIISHKKY ¢ BOJ0M. HeBenuk rpy3... HO TOMOIIb I0POXKE.

Crnenyromniyro MUIKO OHU LIUIH, OTPY3UBLIMNCH B CBOM MBICIU — IIUIM MEJUIEHHO, XOTS MOroJia
OblTa TpekpacHo#, a mopora poBHOU. I[lonemuory Jlaypun ycnokousnack. Coppenb TpOCTO
YTOMMJIACh, HO C €€ yIopcTBOM... J[a oHa Gosblie U He x)ainyercs. CoHIle CTOSUIO B 3€HUTE, U JI0
XsMIOTHMHA — Tak Ha3blBajach ONWKaillias JepeBylIKa — ObLJIO YK€ Heqaleko. TaM OHM H
3aHOYYIOT, JJa)K€ €CJIM MECTHbIE KPECThsIHE HE pacllepsTcs U craTh MPUAETCS B capae, a Y)KHUHATh
KOpKOi1 xi1e0a.

Coppenb Kak pa3 ropopmsia 00 3TOM, KOTJa OHM MHUHOBAJIM HOBBIH IMOBOPOT JOPOTH U
yBuzenu Tenery. OHa Oblia epeBepHyTa, a Y 0OOYHMHBI HEMOJABHIKHO JICKAT YEIOBEK C 3aJTUTHIM
KpoBbI0 JuIIOM. Hag HuM cxiioHmica apyroi, nomosnoxe. [lapens, ka3zanoch, Obl1 BHE ceOs OT
ropsi. 3aBUJIEB )KEHILUH, OH OpPOCHUJICS K HUM.

— [Nomorurte, mpomry Bac! — 3akpudain oH. — 1o Moit otenr! OH ymMHpaer.

— Cger Beecusttonuii! — Bockiinknyna Copperb.

Eme HemaBHO oHa mpu3biBajla K OCTOPOXKHOCTH, a celyac COOCTBEHHBIE IMPEAYNpPEKICHUS
HAYKCTO BBUIETENN Y HEE U3 IOJIOBBI U MOCIENINIIA K TEJIEre.

— beictpee, Jlaypun, — 6pocuiia oHa yepes Iieyo.

HeBouka orysinenack. Coppernb MpoXKyxoKalia e Bce yiu, a cama... Jlaxe Jlaypun Bujena,
YTO 3/I€Ch YTO-TO HE TaK.

Tem Bpemenem Coppenb JAocCTana W3 CYMKH UYHCTYIO TPAIHUIY, YTOObI BBITEPETH JIUIO
JIKAILEro YeJIOBEKa U OCMOTPETh €r0 PaHbl.

— Jlaypun! — kpukHysna oHa. — MHe HyxHa Boja. /[eBouka MOCIYIIHO MOJOMNIIA MOOIIKE U
MpOTsHYa QIIsry.

— Hepxu. Bony MBI Bcerjia HaiiieM.

Ona nokocusach Ha MapeHbKa, ¥ TOT TYT XKe OTBEJ IJ1a3a, XOTs €Ille MU Ha3aJ] TOJIbKO UTO HE
cBepini ee B3IsIIoM. KaxeTcs, oH ObL1 HE Ha IIyTKY 00ECIIOKOEH U Ja)Ke IJIaKall, HO I'Jie XOTs Obl
cie3nHka? A 4To OH MbITAaeTCsA YBUACTH y Hee 3a cnuHoi? UM momanp... Jla, BoT B yem aeno. e



Jo1ajb, KOTOpas Talluia Tenery?

Jlaypun oGepHynack, HO ObUTO yxe mo3aH0. C3aau MpUOIHKAIUCH TBOE 3I0POBSIKOB.

Ona B3BU3THYJIA, U TYT HapeHb cxBaTui ee. OH ObLI TOIIMM, HO CHJIBHBIM, U €r0 Majbllbl
007bHO cTUCHYNMH el JIokTU. Coppelnb TOXKe 3aKpuyaja: MHUMbIA OOJbHON HaBaJIWJICS HA HEe U
MOAMSUI IO ceOsl.

—Hy u4ro, mocMmoTpuM, uto y TeOs B CymKe, crapas? A eciau He HaWIeTcsl HUYero
MHTEPECHOTO, 51 BO3bMY KO€-YTO Y TBOE€HM BHYUKH, — OH OOJIM3HYNI I'yObl U cMepuil JlaypuH caabHbIM
B3r110M. Ero nuio Op11o nmepemMa3zaHo KpOBbIO U BBITJISENO YCTpAIIatoIle.

— Hert! — axnyna Jlaypun. UToObl NOHATH €ro HaMEpEHUs, HE HY)KHO ObUIO YMEHHS YUTaTb
MBICIIH.

OnuH u3 pa30OMHUKOB CYHYJ €M MpsSMO B JIMIO 3aiflla C Mepepe3aHHbIM ropiaoM. Tak BOT
OTKyJa KpOBb... JlaypuH mnombITanach OTTOJKHYTb CKOJBb3KYIO, JYPHO MaxHYIIYIO TYIIKY, HO
TOJIBKO MepeMaszanach. MyX4MHbI 3arOroTaim.

— TamuTe ee B nec, — Opocui npeABOIUTENb, YKa3bIBas ria3aMu Ha Jlaypus.

— bern, nesouka, Oeru!..

bonbiie Coppenb HUUEro He ycnelna cka3aTh. [lapeHs o0epHyIics U yaapuil ee ¢ TaKoi CUIIOH,
YTO CTapylllKa yrajia Ha 3eMJII0 U O0JIblle HE IIEBEIUIIach.

Jlo aroro MruoBeHus JlaypuH Oblja CIMIIKOM MHOTPSCE€HA, YTOOBI Ja’Ke IMOIIEBEJIbHYTHCS.
OpHako ceiyac B Hell MpocHyJach ApoCTh. ['pabuTenu NpUIMOAHAIN €€ U TallWId B JIECOK, U OHA
e/1Ba Kacajach HOraMH 3€MJIM, OJIHAKO OHA HE TOJIKO MOJHSIA KPUK, HO U IPUHSJIACH MUHATHCS U
napanarbcs. B KoHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA KyCHYJIa OJIHOTO 33 YXO U OTXBAaTHJIa MOUKY. 3IOPOBSK B3BbLI U
BBIITYCTHJI JIEBYILIKY, HO €ro MpUSTeNlb HO-NpeXHeMy Aepxan JlaypuH Tak Kpemko, 4To y Hee
Hayajla HEMETh pyKa, U BI0OABOK OTBECHUJI €/ NIOLICUHHY.

— Bceragaii, benko! — psBkHy! oH. — Hafo oTTamuTth 1€BYOHKY MOaibILE OT IOPOTH, a IIOTOM
noBecenuMcs. [lokBuTaembCsi ¢ HEW OT AYIIM 3a CBOM YIIH. XOTS ObLJIO OBl 32 YTO... HA HUX U
CMOTpETh ObLIO MPOTUBHO.

benko 3ameuanue He MOHPABUIIOCh, HO OH Ipeanoyels oThirparbes Ha Jlaypun. OHa nomyuuia
ellle OJIHY 3aTPELIUHY, a MOTOM pa300HUK 3aJI0MIII €i1 PYKY, YyJJOM HE BBIBUXHYB KHUCTb. JIu1o y
JIEBOYKH TOpesio, a mepej ria3aMH crosila Bce Ta ke kaptuHa: Coppenb HENOABMKHO JIEKUT B
TpaBe, a OJUH U3 rpabuTesiell KONaeTcsl B €€ CyMKe.

Bcekope ux qorHan napeHb U €r0 MHUMBIHM OTEL.

— I'me most 6abymika? — 3akpuuana Jlaypus.

— Ilomepmna! — 3100HO pBIKHYN NpeABoaAnTENb Waku. — M ¢ To6oi OyaeT To ke caMmoe, eciu
HE 3aTKHEILIbCS.

Kanuran Jluaroc mpuObII CO CBOMM MaJ€HBKMM OTPSJOM TOYHO B HAa3HAUYEHHOE BpeMs U
3actaj IMOMOIIHUKA MpaiM-oduiepa y pydbsi, Ha Oepery KOTOPOro KOPOJEBCKUE CTPaKHUKHU
pa36wiu narepb. VX 10HBINH KOMaHIUP, pa3[eBILINUCh A0 MOsCa, pacTUpAJICS cTapoil pybaxoil, ¢ ero
BoJioCc Tekja Boja. OH 4eM-To moxoui Ha npanM-oduiiepa Kaiipyca, ¢ kotopeim JlmHTrOC yenen
MOCTYXUTh. J|e710 HEe TOJIBKO B TOM, UTO MapeHb ObUT HA yAWBJIECHUE XOpoin coboit. [Ixkum obOmaman
TakKUM K€ OCTPbIM YMOM, MOJYYHJI OTIMYHOE OOpa3oBaHHE, ObLI CMEJbIM, YBEPEHHBIM B ceOe,
MMOYTH HAJMEHHBIM. .. J1a, OT TAKUX MYXYHH >KCHIIUHBI TEPSIFOT TOJIOBY.

[Tonauanmy KoposeBcKas cTpaka HUKaK HE MOTJIa IPUBBIKHYTh K CBOEMY HOBOMY KOMaHJIUPY.
Bce moMHuIM €ro MaJieHbKUM MaJIb9MKOM, KOTOPOTO HAIIA MPUBSI3aHHBIM K BOpoTaM ABopia. Ho
MaJIbYUK BBIPOC ¥ BO3MYXasl. OH HE OTJIMYAJICS BBICOKHMM POCTOM, 3aTO OBLI CUJIEH U Kpenok. Emy
MPUIIUIOCH TPUJIOKHUTH HEMAJO YCWIHHM, YTOObI JOOWUTHCS YBaXXEHUS — HaANpUMEpP, MOOeKIaTh
CBOMX COpPaTHMKOB B NOEJIMHKAaX Ha Meuax, Ha Majkax, a MHOTJa U Kyinakax... M oH mobGexnan,
MpUYeM B MTOOJIAXKKAX HE HYKIAJICS.

Her, Jlxui He HampaluBaics Ha 3Ty JOJBKHOCTb. OH MPOCTO MOJIb30BANICSA PACIIONIOKEHUEM
Ero BemmuectBa Jlopuca, xoponss TammnHopa. M Ero BennyecTBO B3BAIMJI HA IIMPOKUE IIJICYH
CBOEro0 BOCIUTAHHHMKA I'Py3 BOECHHOU CiIy>kObl, HE OCTaBUB €My BbIOOpa U HE CIIPOCHUB COTJIAacHsl.
Opnako JIxuia ObL1 JOCTaTOYHO YMEH, YTOOBI, KaKk TOBOPST BCAJIHUKHU, HE PBAaTh C MECTA B Kapbep.



OH NMOHEMHOTY NpPHUBBIKAJ K HOBBIM OOS3aHHOCTAM M BCErja MOMHWI: TNPEXJE BCEro HYXKHO
nobutbces poBepus roaei. Celtyac npaiiM-oduriep Xepek ObuT B 0The3fe, U Kty mpuxoanioch
3aMEHSTH €rO.

— Koro-uuOynp Buaenn? — cripocuil OH, HanpasJisisick HaBcTpedy Jlunrocy. Ilo 3Toil moxoxake
Jl>xuna y3HaBaliy U3JaJIA: OH XOJIUJ YyTh HEOPEXKHO, TOUHO CTOJIMYHBIN IIETO0JIb.

— Ha nopore B XomnrtuH Bce Tuxo. Hu ciena Hamux rpaduteneil. ToibKo U BCTPETHIIH, YTO
CTapyLIKy C BHYYKOM. SI3bI90K y BHYYKH YTO HAJO.

— I'pabutenu rae-to Hemonaneky, — Bo3pazui Jlxwi. — OHU OYeHb XUTPbI, HO HA KaXKJIOIr0
XUTpela I0BOJIbHO MPOCTOTHI.

OH nojomen K ceIeIbHBIM BbIOKaM M BBITAIIWII YUCTYIO pyOaIikKy.

— CHumaem jarepb W OymeM JymaTh, TJ€ BCTPETHMCS B cleaylommuil pa3. OcMoTpute
CIIeyIOIIKeE AECSITh MUJIb. ..

— Cnymiaroch.

— ... TonbkoO cHa4ana Aail CBOMM JIFOASIM EPEKYCUTh U OTJOXHYTh.

Kanurtan kuBHYI, OT/Aa 4ECTh M OTBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI OT/IATh PACTIOPSIKEHUSI CBOUM JIFOJISIM.

— Jla, xcratu, JIunroc: 6a0yiika ¢ BHy4KOH, KOTOPBIX Bbl BCTPETHJIU... Thl yBEpPEH, UTO 3TO
ObLIO Pa3yMHO — MO3BOJIUTH UM MPOAOJIKATh YTk 0€3 MpoBokKaThiX? CKOJIBKO JIET A1€BOUYKE?

— Jlymaro, CKOpoO IIE€CTHA/ALIATOE JIETO BCTPETUT, cyaapb. Onera npocto. OHU MU MEMKOM U
CKa3ajiy, YTO Y HUX HET HUYEro TaKoro, Ha YTO MOT'YT [T03apUThCS IPAOUTEIH.

— Kpome HeBuHHOCTH. Takue Mmep3aBibl 0OecUecTAT AEBYIIKY, M BCs Henonra, — JDxun
MoKayaj roj0Boi. — Thl IPEIIOKIIT UX COMPOBOXKIATH?

— Koneuno, cynaps. Ho onu ckazanu, 4To npeAnoynuTaioT CTPaHCTBOBATh B/IBOEM.

[Toxainyii, ciienoBaio MPOSIBUTH HACTOMYMBOCTH — cerdac JIMHroc M cam 3TO MOHHUMA.
[lajika, KOTOPYIO OHU pa3bICKUBAJIU, COBEpIINIA HE OJHO YOMICTBO M mojamucaia cede He OAMH
CMEpPTHBII mpuroBop. TepsATh ASTUM JIOASM HEYEero, TaK YTO OHM HE YIYCTAT ciy4as
MIOT0JIB30BaThCs 0€33alUTHON JIeBYIIKOH. [[Be OqMHOKME CTpaHHUIIBI, cTapas U mainas... Jlerkas
no0bIya.

— Cmacu6o, JIuaroc, — [Dxwn Hagen pybamky. — Tel cBoOGoieH. [loens 1 oTaoXHU.

Ero Ha3BaHHYIO MaTh TOX€ 00€CUECTHIIN — KaK-TO Pa3, JOXKIJIUBBIM BEUEPOM, IPUMEPHO I'0j1
Hazaj, Dnucca pacckasaina emy o6 atom. [louemy ona 3aroBopuiia 00 3TOM, MOYEMY UMEHHO B TOT
Beuep? JIxuin He MOMHWIL 3aTO XOPOIIO MOMHUWIJ, KaK y HEE CPbIBAJICS IOJOC, KaK OHU IIAKaJIH
BMeEcCTe, KaKk OH oOelan eil: Korja OH CTaHeT MpalM-opuIlepoM, HU C OJHOW >KEHIIMHON B
KoponescTBe Takoro He CiIyduTCs.

OTH CII0Ba BBI3BAIM Y DJIHCCHI YIIBIOKY.

—Moi#i  xpaOpsiit  Jlxun! 3HauuT, THI AyMaellb, YTO KOIAAa-HUOyAb  CTaHEIb
npaitmM-opunepom?

— SI0yny cMeno BECTH CBOUX JIIOICH U yMpY 3a KOPOJIs, €ciu OyJeT HYKHO, — OH BCKOUMII U
MOJIOKHWJT PYKY Ha PYKOSITh M€4a, KOTOPBIM TakK ropAuics. — M Bce EHIIUHbI CMOTYT CIIOKOWHO
XOJUTh M0 Joporam TamnHopa u HU4ero He 60oAThCs!

OH mOMHWJ, KaK €ro IpueMHas MaTb — JKEHIIMHA, KOTOpasl craja Uil HEro HacTosien
MaTepblo — BCTaja U KPEnKo Mpuxaia ero k ceoe.

— IIpekpacHas KiATBa.

JI>xui ouHysCsl OT BOCIOMHMHAHUMN U MPUKa3all IPUBECTU KOHSI.

— BriesxaiiTe 06e3 MeHs, s Bac JOTOHIO, — CKa3aJl OH, OTBEYash HAa OE3MOJIBHBIN BOIPOC
kanurtaHa. — [loeny, mpoBOXKy MOYTEHHBIX AaM 0 XAMITHHA.

W nmycTun KoHs IErKUM rajioroMm.

Tenepp Jlaypus cTajio NO-HACTOAIEMY CTPALIHO.

— UTto BaMm OT MeHs Ha0? — KPUKHYJIA OHA, 00PaIIasch K TIIaBapro.

— A y TeOst He TaK MHOTO OCTaJIOCh, — OH paccMesuics. — [IpuBsHku ee BOH K TOMY JIEPEBY,
benko. A ¢ yxom 4t0?

— Ona MeHs ykycuia, — noxaiosancs benko, rpy0o Tonknys JlaypuH.



— Hy Tak ykycu ee Toxke, TOJIbKO HE 3a yX0, — C MEP3KOW YCMEIIKOM OTBETHWII IJIaBapb. — Jla
nobonpHee. Kak ee emie HUKTO He Kycall.

JlaypuH moHuMana, 4To JOJDKHA YTO-TO ClIeNiaTh, MHaue el koHel. Ee oOecyecTsT, MOXKET
OBbITh, CTAaHYT NBITaTh... A MOTOM YOBIOT, B 3TOM MOKHO HE COMHEBaThCs. Benp oHm yxke yOmimm
Coppenn!.. Her, ceifuac He Bpems ee ormakuBath. Coppesnb TpeOoBaia, 4ToObl OHa HE MeJUInIa,
9TOOBI OeXalia, e[Ba MOYYBCTBYET OMAacHOCTh. 1 ecy oHa HUYEro He caenaeTt, To OO0JbIlie HUKOT/Aa
He YBUIUT [ njieoHa, He BCTPETUTCS C OTLIOM, HUKOTJJa HE OOHUMETCS C MaTephio!

UyBCcTBa MEPEIONHSIN €€, KOTJa OHa OUlyTHja B cebe 4To-To HOBOe M cTpaHHOe. Cepare
3a0Mi10Ch, CJIOBHO OT ObIcTporo Oera, a moToM... moToM Jlaypun nouyscrBoBana Lisera. Pagyxnas
BOJIHA POCIIa B HEH, CTpEMHTEIbHAsL, HEUCTOBAs, HAMOIHAS JIETKOCTBIO W... CHIIOH. Jla, BOT OHO.
IIBeTa — 310 U ecTh cuia. JlaypuH eme He ycriena MOHsTh, YTO C STHM JeJIaTh, & IOTOMY IPOCTO
cAenajga 4To-TO, HE 3aayMbiBasch. Kak pa3 B 3ToT mur benko mpebobHO 3aJI0MUT € PYKy —
BTOPOM pa3 3a 3TOT JCHb.

Pa30oiinnka oTOpocuno k OnmxaiilieMy JaepeBy, MOCIHBIIIANICS OMEpP3UTEIbHBIA XpYyCT, a
MIOTOM TEJIO CIOJ3JIO Ha TPaBY, CJIOBHO TPSMHUYHAS KyKia. M3 yiieil 3M0poBsika Tekiia KpoBb, HO 3TO
JUTAIIOCH HEJIOJT0: BCKOPE CepIIlle OCTAHOBHIIIOCH U YK€ He THAJIO €€ TI0 TelTy.

B 5T0 Bpems rnaBapb M €ro TMOMOUIHHWK OTBJIEKIWCH, OJHAKO TapeHb, KOTOPHIA 3aMaHHI
Jlaypun u Coppens K Tenere, yBUAEN, UYTO CIY4WIOCh, M B y)Kace 3akpuyai. Pa30oWHUKH
o0epHyIMCh W ycTaBWINCh Ha JlaypwH, KOTOPYIO TaKk HHUKTO W HE CBs3aJ, a TOTOM 3aMETHIIH
HEIOIBMKHO Jiexkamero benko.

— Jlepxu ee! — 3aopai mpeBOIUTENb, U BCE TPOE OPOCHIIUCH K JICBYIIIKE.

Jlaypun 3amoprana. Kak eit ymanocs pacmpaButhesi ¢ benko? Ho onenenenue minioch
HEJIOJNTO, ¥ IEBOYKa OpOCHIIach HayTeK.

«berwn, Jlaypun, 6ern», — noaronsut ee roioc Coppenb. Ho ona u Tak Oexana co Bcex HOT,
Kak 3as1 oT cobak. [Tonobpas 100Ky, OHa MYasack 10 JieCy — €il U B r0JIOBY HE MOTJIO NPUNTH, YTO
€e HOI'M MOTYT JBUrarbcsl Tak ObicTpo. OpHako pa3OONMHUKKM HE OTCTaBaiu. JlaypuH mertisnia,
9TOOBl COWTH WX CO CleJla, HO Y€ IOHMMaja, YTO €€ BBIJACT TPECK CYYKOB IIOJI HOTaMHU.
OcTaBajock JHIIb CBEPHYTH B T0JIE, HE MBITASICh YKPBITHCS 32 JEPEBBSAMHU. .. i 0€XaTh, O€XKATh UTO
€CTb JyXY.

KoneuHo, tenepp rpaduTenn XOpoIuIo BUACTH €€, a MapeHb ObUI y)Ke coBceM Onm3ko. Eme
yeunue... Ho Jlaypun yxe 4yBCTBOBaJsa, 4TO 3aJbIxaeTcs. Tak oHa JOJTO HE MpOTsSHeT. B rpyam
ropeno. [la, oHa cmoria Obl yOekaTh OT JIBYX TPY3HBIX yBaJIbHEH, HO HE OT MaJbUHUIIKH. A eMy
XBaTHUT CUJI C HEW CIIPABUTCA.

Jlaypun moBepHynachk Kk HeMy. OHa e/iBa rmepeBoJuia AyX, HO B €€ Ii1a3ax ropeil Takoi THEB,
YTO MMapeHb B HEPEIIUTEIBHOCTH OCcTaHOBWIICA. [loTOM ocToposkHO caenan miar Briepen. Emie onuH.

— He momxoau, — npeaynpeania qeBoUKa.

[Ipenynpexnenue He monaeiicTBoBaio. [laperp Opocwics BIepen, U TyT YTO-TO TOAOPOCHIIO
ero B Bo31yX. Uepe3 MUr pa300iHHK yKe JIeKal Ha 3eMiie, He B CHJIaX MOTHATHCS, U CTOHAI: OH HE
COMHEBAJICSI, YTO TepesioMan cede Bce KocTH. Bripouewm, JlaypuH He ObUTO 10 HEro HUKAKOTO JIea.
Ona cHoBa Oexajna 1o TOJI0, TOJKOM HE MOHMMas, Kyaa OexuT. Eif XxoTenoch TOJBKO OJHOTO:
0exarh, 0ekKaTh... YTOOBI OCTABUTH CMEPThH JAJIEKO MO3a/IH.

3a moBopoToMm jgoporu Jxui ocraHoBua KOHS U ocMmotpencs. [lepeBepHyrast Tenera Ha
o0ounHe, coBepuieHHO nycTas... CtpanHo. Hu o yem takom Jlunroc e ropopui. Moxer ObITh, Bce
Mpor301LUI0 coBceM HenaBHO? Ho rze Torna ucnyranHast jomiaib, re X035UH, KOTOPBIA MbITAETCs
ee ycrokouTh? M3 ocToposkHocTu [[)Kuit He cTai cremuBaThes. He uckiitoueHo, 9to 3To JOBYIIKA.

Mouooit oduiep MEUIEHHO MOABEXaNl K TeJlere W BHE3allHO 3aMETWUJI JKEHUIMHY, KOTopas
HUYKOM JieKana OOOYMHBI, HEOPEKHO MNPUKpBITas HECKOJbKMMU BeTkamu. Jluma Obuio He
pasrIsiaeTh — TOJBKO CIyTaHHBIE cenble Bosockl. babymka... [ xumy cramo e mo cebe. [Toxoxe,
3TO M €CTh CTapyllKa, KOTOPYIO BCTPETW] KanmuTaH. BHyuku nmoOIuM30CTH HE OKa3ajaoch, U 3TO
HABOJWJIO Ha caMble CKBepHble MbIciiu. Odunep cTykHyn ceds KynakoM no 6exapy. Ilpoknsaree! U
TaKoe CIIy4UJIOCh Y HETO MPSAMO MO HOCOM!



Jxun Hemonro pa3aymbiBai. Ecnu crapyiika MepTBa, i y)ke HUYeM He TOMOXeIlb. A BOT
BHYYKY, BO3MOKHO, €III€ MOXXHO CITaCTH.

OH CTyKHYJ1 KOHS HSTKaMu 10 OokaM U ¢ OOEBBIM KJIMYEM B3JIETENl Ha MPUTOPOK. 3a
MIPUTOPKOM OOHApYX)uUicst HeOOobIIOM Jlecok. Oduiiep 0OHaXUIT MeU, OCTOPOKHO TIO€Xall BIIepea U
BCKOpe HaTkHyJIcS Ha bermko. UTOOBI MOHATH, YTO ATOT YEIOBEK MEPTB, HE HA/O OBLIO cle3aTh C
Jomaay u ocMaTpuBath ero. Ctpanno. Uto 31ech ciydunocs?

Te, kKOMy y#anoch NepeXUTh HalaJCHUE rpadUTeNel, pacCKa3bIBaIM, YTO UX OBLIO YETBEPO:
TpOE B3POCIBIX U MOJIOJION MapeHb. Ecim 3T0 0IMH U3 HUX, 3HAYUT, OCTAIBHBIE TPOE JOJKHBI OBITh
rae-to Henonaneky. Ha Beskuii cimydaid Jlxwun kpukayn: «Cynapbeias!», HO OTBETa HE YCIBIMIAL.
[Toxoke, CTOMIIO TOKHHYTH POIINILY U TIOCMOTPETh, YTO TBOPUTCS B OKpYTE.

[lepBoe, 4TO OH yBHIET, BEIEXaB Ha IOJIE — 3TO JBYX 3J0POBSKOB, KOTOPHIE OSKaIH Kyaa-To
cioms TosioBy. [IpunrypuBmmce, JKWT 3aMeTriI BAAIEKe pa3BEBAIONIUECS 30JI0THIE BOJIOCHL Tak
BOT 3a KeM OHH ToHsTCsa! PaccTosHMe MEXIy J>KEHIIWHOW M €€ MpecieqoBaTesIMH BCe
COKpAIAJIOCh.

JOKWT ycTHIT KOHS TaonoM. ['pabutenyu oO6epHymHCh. Bpsin i1 OHM 0KUAAIH BCTPETUTHCS
37IECh C KOPOJEBCKUM paTHUKOM. OIHMH TYT K€ CBEpHYI U OpOCHIICS HAyTeK — OH JAymall YK€ HE O
n00bIYe, a 0 CaceHUu coOOCTBEHHOM MKyphl. OAHAKO BTOPOU MPOI0JIKA OTOHI0, U J[)KUIT BCKOpe
HacTur ero. KopoTko CBHUCTHYN Med, W TpaOWTeNlb, HCTOIIHO BOIISA, TMOKATHIICSA 1O 3emie: Jkui
paccek eMy CyXOXwius 1o kojeHsmu. ['maBaps? Bpsin mu.

Monooii odpumep He OCTAHOBWIICA M IO-TIPEKHEMY CKaKal BO BECh OMOp, MOKa HE JOTHAJ
neBymky. OH Har"ysicsi, 4ToObl MOTHATH €€ B CEMJIO, MOJAXBATHII, U OCTJITHKA 3a0MiIach MBITasCh
BbIpBaThCs. FOHOIIA e1Ba ycmen BBIPSMUTBCS. .. U TOHSUI, YTO JISKUT Ha 3€MJI€ U TJIOTAET MbLIb.
Y napuicst OH Tak CHIIBHO, YTO M3 IJ1a3 MOCHIIAINCH HCKPHI.

Hemano Bpemenu mpomuro, npexae dem JDKuim mpumien B ce0st M1 CMOT TEePEKaTUThCS Ha
cnuny. OH nexan, rayooko aeima. Kaxkercs, y Hero OoJsienu Bce KOCTU. MoKeT ObITh, KOHB
octynuicsi u copocus ero? beite He Moxketr! Hu onHa nomane ero emie He cOpackIBajia — 4TO
roBopuTh 0 bpukce! Bcsi KoposeBckas cTpaka 3Halla, YTO JIYYINETrO Hae3THHKA, YeM ITOMOIIHHK
npaiimM-o¢uuepa, He HAaUTH.

MpIciu B TOJI0BE MyTATUCh. JIydmnii Hae3THUK KOPOJIEBCTBA JISKAT IIACTOM M XOTEJN TOJIBKO
OJTHOTO: YTOOBI XOTh HEMHOTO ITOJIEr4ao.

Kcraru, roe bpuke? U raoe nepymika?

— ... sl IpHUBeJa TBOETO KOHS, — POMU3HEC YEi-TO ToJIocC.

JIKWIT IPUOTKPBLT TJ1a3a — BEpHEE CKas3aTh, pasienil Beku. [lotoM, mpeBo3morast 00, 9yTh
MIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY M YBHJIEN OCTIISIHKY, C HOT JIO TOJIOBHI ITEpeMa3aHHYIO TPS3bIO.

— Bcee xopomio? — cripocui oH.

— Jlymato, MHE Kyza nydine, ueM Tede, — IpoJierneTana AeBymka. — S mpoBaimiach B KaKOe-To
00710T0. .. ThI MOXKeEIIb MOIIEBETUTHCS?

— He 3naro... Y mens Bce 6onut. Thl BUENa, 4TO CIyIHIOCH?

— Her, — coBpana JlaypuHn. — Jlymaro, ThI ymaju ¢ KOHS.

JIxnn Hamren B cebe CHITBI OTIEpEThCS Ha JIOKOTh M TIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hee.

— ITomomHUK mpaiiM-oduIiepa Bcerga OCTaeTcs B CeIe, — TOPKECTBEHHO MPOU3HEC OH,
YyBCTBYS, UTO caM ce0e MPOTUBEH.

— Kak Tb1 ce0st uyBcTBYe1Ib?

— He nyumnm o6pazom. Mory s nonpocuts Te6st 0 noMoru?

Jlaypun ocMoTpena Ha KoHs. OHa ¢ TPyJIOM MPECTABIISIIA, YTO HYXKHO JIeTaTh.

— Konb Hukyna He yitner. OH y Menst nociymHslil. Kerartu, ero 308yt bpuke, a mens Jxuu. ..
MTOMOTIHHK TpaiM-oduiepa... Ox! XoTenmock Obl cKa3aTh «K BAIIUM YCIYTaM, CYAapbIH», TOJIHKO
0010Ch, YTO HUYEM HE CMOTY YCIY>KUTb.

Ha mur neBouka mpocusiza U jaxe 3a0bUIa, 4TO Tepenadkanach ¢ HOT A0 rojioBbl. Ho mwmb
Ha mur. Crtpax cmaben, a BMectre ¢ HuM Onexknu u l[Bera, m Jlaypun mouyBcTBOBama ceOs
OTBpaTHuTeNbHO. Kak OHa MOria Tak MOCTYMHTH C YEIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIA CHEIINI € Ha ITOMOIIb?
HagepHo, mpocTo norepsiia rojoBy oT yxaca. Bnpouem, oTkyza el ObLJIO 3HATh, UYTO OH XOUET €€



cnactu? OHa U cama HE MOHMMaJla, YTO TBOPHT... a €ciH Obl M 3Haja, TO HE cMorIua Obl clenarh
Jy4Ille — 3TO YK TOYHO.

— A ne... oHU? — CTIpOCHIIa JAEBYIIKA, OTITYCKast TOBOJIbS M OIX0as K JIKumiy.

—Onun B pome. OH MepTB, TOJBKO HE 3HAI0, moueMy. J[pyroro s paHui, XOTS U HeE
cMmeprenbHo. A Tpetuil yBuaen mens u coexan. Kisnycs Cerom! Ecnu Obl 51 ocTancs B cezyie, TO
noBsizajl Obl M TOTO, M JPYroro... — IOHOILIA CHOBa IoKaudaa rosioBoil. OH Obl1 camomy cebe
npoTuBeH. — BooO1e-1o, ¢ HUMU T0/DKeH OBITh MOJIOJION MapeHsb. . .

IIpo mapHs JlaypuH pacckaspiBaTh HE cTaja.

— A TBI HE BUJIET CTAPYIIKY?

— Bunen. Mue ouens xanb. Ona meptBa. Eme ogHa cMepTh, 32 KOTOPYIO 3TUM HETOJSISIM
MPUIETCS OTBETUTD.

C TpynoMm caepxuBas ciesbl, JIaypuH nomoriia cBoeMy CaCUTEN0 BCTATh.

— Jlymatro, HUYEro He cJIOMaHo,— 3ameTun JIKuj, onepeBIIMCh HAa €€ PyKy, a MOTOM
OCTOPO’KHO BCTall Ha HOTU. — D, bpuke!

OH mo1menKa S36IKOM, ¥ KOHb ITOCITYITHO TOJIOMIEN K XO35SUHY.

— JlaBaii BepHeMCs B XOMIITHH, — MATKO MPOTOBOPWI FOHOWIA. — A TaM YK€ PEIIMM, 4YTO
JieNaTh AaJIblIIe.

— O uer, — Jlaypun oTmatHynach. — Bo3Bpamarbcs s He coOuparoch.

— Ho TtBOos 6abymika... I kynma 1ol moiaems? Tol Tak u cobupaenibcs OpoaAUTH OJHA TIO
noporam?

— Moto 0abymiky younu, — oTpesana JeBymka. — Mbl i B DKkceH — Tyaa s 1 noiay. OnHa.

Omna cnuuikom xopoiio noMHuia ciaosa Coppenu. kit npucraibHO HOCMOTpPEN Ha HEe.

— Kak 1e6st 30ByT?

— JlaypuH.

— A oTkyna Th1?

Takoro Bompoca oHa He oxujana. Coppenb Bejena €l He 00NTaTh JUIIHErO, U JAEBYIIKA
Ha3BaJla IepBO€ MECTO, KOTOPOE BCIIOMHUIIA.

— U3 [lycromno# Tonmu.

— I[IpaBna? — kaxercs, Jxun Op11 oTpsiceH. — M most Mmama oTTyna pogom. A 3aueM TedOe B
Okcen?

— A 3aueM Tebe 3TO 3HaTh?

— JlaypuH, s B OTBETE 3a TO, YTOOBI JIIOASIM TaiMHOpa HUYTO HE yrpoxano. M mostomy
MMEIO TIPABO 3HATH, YEM ThI 3aHUMACIILCSI.

— Xodemnb cKka3aTh, YTO MOJIOJAsl JKCHIIMHA, KOTOpasi CTPAHCTBYET B OJUHOYECTBE, MOXKET
YEM-TO YTpOkKaTh O€30MaCHOCTH KOPOJIEBCTBA?

JIKWIT IOYyBCTBOBAJ ce0s ypakoM. DTOW JEBYIIKE YAaJIOCh BRICTABHTH €r0 Ha TIOCMEIIHIIE,
XOTS caMa OHa T10 YIIIH 3a0pbI3raHa TPps3blo, a Ha JIUIE HACTOsIIast KOpKa, OJTHY IJ1a3a BUIHGI!

— Her, s Tak He nymaro.

— Torma cmacu6o 3a 3a60Ty, kwi... Te0s Tak 30ByT, BepHO? S TeGe oueHp OiiaromapHa, HO
MEHS JKJET JOJITHH MTyTh.

— 51 He MOTy IOTYCTHTB, YTOOBI THI TPOJAOIDKAIIA €TO OJ/IHA.

JlaypuH TOYYBCTBOBajla, YTO HAYMHAET BBIXOJUTH W3 CeOsA... HO HE TOJBKO H3-3a €ro
yrnpsMcTBa. Emie noromy, 4to oH Tak xopou coboil. Tonbko Obl HE mocaaui ee nepex cobol Ha
JI01Ia b, IOTOMY YTO TOTJa €My MPUIETCS MPKUMATHCS K Hel c3aau. XOTs 3T0 ObIIO OBI TaK...

Omna coBceM 3amyranach.

— A y Bac ecTh IpaBO 3aJep)KUBATh MEHS MPOTHUB MOEH BOJH, CyAapb? — CIOpOCHIIA OHA —
OYE€Hb PE3KO0, YTOOBI CKPBHITh CMYILEHUE. — S| HE HapylIana 3aKOH.

JIxun HarloMuHai caM cebe yTOMaroLero, KOTOpbIil XBaTaeTcsl 3a COJJIOMUHKY.

— Jlo DkceHna nmyth HeOMM3KUA. Y 1y1s1 O TMHOKOM KCHIIMHBI. . .

— Ecnu ¢ oquHOKO# J)KEHIIMHON OMAYT €Ille IeCATh YeoBeK, OH Kopoue He CTaHerT.

Bo nms Ceera! DTa neB4oHKa KOTO YrOJHO JOBEAET 10 OETI0TO KaJeHHUS.

— A TbI He OoMIIbCS TpabUTENS, KOTOPBIN /10 CUX HOp HE MoiiMaH?



Crpax mnpomen oxoHuaTenbHo. Yero Jlaypun Oosuiack, Tak 3TO CHUJIbI, KOTOPOH, Kak
OKazajoch, obnanaer. Eif Hy)kHO OBIJIO XOTh HEMHOI'O MOCHJIETh U CIIOKOMHO MOayMaTh 000 BCEM,
yT0 mpou3onuio. Kak momydmnock, 9To oHa criocoOHa TBOPUTH BoJiedbcTBo? Copperns HacTauBaa,
4yTOOBl €€ MOJOIEYHas ILjla OJIHA, €CIM CIYYUTCS YTO-TO HEOKHUIAaHHOE. MOKHO CUuTaTh, YTO
HEYTO HEOXKUJAHHOE CIY4MJIOCh, TaK YTO BbIOOpa y Hee HeT... Eciu Tonbko ymactes yoexaTh OT
3TOr0 0YapoOBaTEIBHOIO MOJIOJOIO YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPHIN SBHO €10 3auHTepecoBaiics. Jlaypun naxe
HE OCMeJIMBajach B3IJISIHYTh Ha HEro... OCOOGHHO B T€ MHHYTHI, KOI'Jla pa3opBaHHas pyOaxa
pacnaxuBaiach, 103BOJISIS BUAETH €r0 HIMPOKYIO TPYIb.

— Her, ne 60tochb. [loTomy 4TO ThI €r0 HaliACIb, U MHE YK€ HUUTO HE OyJET YIpoKaThb.

Jxun yneioHyncs cam cebe. Kornma ona ycrmena Tak xoporno ero y3Hath? JKamb, u3-3a 3Toi
I'psI3U HE pacCMOTPETH ee Julia. B neBouke Obliia cuiia, U 3TO MPUBOJAUIIO €I0 B BOCTOPT.

— A TbI 3HaeMb Jopory B DkceH?

— Mosker, Thl MOJICKaXKeIIb? — OTKJIMKHYIAch JlaypuH.

Eii y)xe maBHO XOTenoCh BBITEPETh CBOM IepernaykaHHble pyku o0 ro0ky. Ho o Mmoxer
[OyMaTh, YTO OHA BOJHYETCS M YTO MPUUYMHOIN TOMY — €ro TporaTesibHas 3a00Ta.

JIKU MOHSUI, YTO HUKOTAA HE MOOeAUT B 3TOM crope. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, y HEr0 €cTh JOJT
nepesl JII0IbMU, KOTOpBIE CIyXaT oA ero HadaioM. [lopa Bo3Bpamarsca. Hukro, kpome Hero, He
noa0epeT paHEeHOro rpalduTens, HE OCMOTPUT TEJIO B POIIMIIE W HE OTHIIIET OCTABIIUXCS
pa3b6oitnukoB. Kcratu, oqHomy CBeTy U3BECTHO, YTO CIYYUIIOCH C TAPHEM.

— EcTtp myTh OoJiee mosirmii, HO MEHee TPyOHBIM. BepHyThCcs Ha mopory, a MOTOM HATH Ha
BOCTOK.

— Ecnu 1 npaBuUiIibHO MOHSIIA, €CTh ele 0uH? — cpocuiia JlaypuHs.

— Jla, uepe3 xonampl. CKIOHBI y HUX KPYThI€, UITU OyJIeT OUYEHb TSDKEJO, 3aTO Thl BHIMTPACIIb
napy aHed. Mau Ha ceBepo-BOCTOK, M B JIOJIMHE YBUIUIIL OKceH. Ha Hero ykasplBaeT OJUH U3
«maneues» Bemukoro Jleca.

— 3HauMT, MOWIY MO XOJMaM. OJTO TOMOXKET MHE YHTH OT pa3borHuka... Ho TbI ero
noMMaeb?

— [oitmaro, Jlaypun. Pamm TebGs. A MOXeT, MHE MOJOXKIaTh, MOKA Thl HCKYIAEIIbCS,
BBIYUCTHIIH TUIATHE?..

Tornpa MokHO OyneT Moa00BAaTbCS TBOWM JIMLIOM, a HE TPA3EBOM MAacKoil, MBICIEHHO
nmo6aBmT JKuIL.

Jlaypun yxacHynachk. Korna Ha nuie rpsisp, TpyHO OTIMYMTH TYPHYUIKY OT KpacaBHIIbI, U
OH HE YBUIMT, Kakue y Hee TojcTble Ieku. Ho KynaTrbes... DTO 3HAYUT, YTO NMPUAETCA CHSTH
oaexay! Tonbpko 3TOro He XBaraso!

— Iloxanyiicra, He Hajgo. Thl M Tak MOTpaTWiI Ha MEHs CTOJbKO BpeMeHu. Co MHOHM Bce
xoporo. Crracu60, 4T0 1oAcKa3ai Jopory.

— A ena? B ropax He OyneT HU OJHOU IEPEBHH, HU OJTHOTO MOBOPHSI.

VY mens ectb g1010ku, nogymana Jlaypun. Bpsa mu ux MoxxHO cumTaTh enoi... Ho oHa XxoTs
ObI HE yMpeT ¢ rosoay. Bee, uro eif ceiiuac X0Tenock, — 3TO HOCKOPEE OTIPABUTHCS B IYTh.

— MHe XBaTHUT, — CKa3aja OHa U 3alllarajia Mpoyb.

— bynews B Taine, Haliim MeHs1, — KPUKHYJI el Bciieq JKHIL.

Ho Jlaypun Tak u He 06epHYIach.

Jlerko cka3ate, TpynHee caenatb. Korma JlaypuH oka3saiack cpeau HOPOCIIMX BEPECKOM
X0JIMOB, OHa TOHsJIa, YTO MHOTO€ OTAasia Obl 32 TO, YTOObI CKUMATh KOJICHSIMH 1101 COO0M KPENKYIo
X0JIKy bpukca u onmparbcs cimHOM Ha MMPOKyro rpyab JDxwia. Ilpu meicom o xwie Ha aymie
CTaHOBWJIOCH CIIOKOWHEW. [laMsTh yClnyKJIMBO pucOBaja €l 4YepThl OYAPOBATEIBHOTO HOHOIO
patHHKa... OnHAKoO moabeM OTHsN y Jlaypun mociennue cuibl. Jlo cMX mop oHa M IpeICTaBUTh
ceOe He MOrJa, 4ero el CTOUJIO MepeXUTh JaBellHui kommap. M Bot teneps... OHa o7Ha, COBCEM
onHa. ['oyoia oHa yXe He YyBCTBOBaja, €l XOTEJIOCH MPOCTO JieUb U BBIMJIAKATHCSA, HO OHA IILJIa U
uIa.

Hakonen cryctunuch cymepku, u Jlaypun BeiOpaiia cede yKpOMHYIO SIMKY, II€ MOKHO OBLIO



nepeHoyeBaTh. CKOpO cTaHET X0JI0AHO... OHa crpbi3iia JBa sS0J10Ka, HOTYKE 3aBEpHYJIACh B IIalb U
KPEIIKO YCHYIIA.

HGBOLIKa ObljIa CIUIIKOM NOoTpsACCHA, MBICIW NYyTaJIUCb, U OHA IOaXXC HEC BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO
JOJIKHA MOroBoputh ¢ ['mpeoHoM. MoxeTt ObITh, OHO U K sydniemy. Iloka Jlaypun cnana, ee 6par
BEPILWII CBOIO CTPAITHYIO MecTh JlyHTapHHY.

EnBa paccBer o3apuit Xxoiambl 1 00JIOTHCTBIE HU3WHBL, JlaypuH mpocHynack. Bo3moskHo, 1emno
ObUIO B TOM, YTO OHA OTJIeXKana cebe Bce, UTO TOILKO MOXKHO. Ilociie HoUM B JKECTKOH, XOJIOMHOM
«IOCTENM» y JI€BOYKU HBUIM BCE KOCTH, a OT TOJI0/Ia HAYWHAIO TOIIHUTH. UTOOBI OTBIIEYBCS, OHA
MBICJICHHO IT03BaJia OpaTa, ¥ TOT MTHOBEHHO OTKJIMKHYJICS.

«Haxownern-to, Jlaypun!»

«3axnancs? — Jlaypun npeObiBajia B CKBEpHOM HAaCTPOEHUU M HE coOMpaiach BBICIYIIMBATh
ero KoJkocTu. — Korya s mo3Bana teds B OCIETHUHA pa3, ThI MOCIANl MEHS Ky/Ia TT0JalTbIIIe).

Her, ona BoBce He cobupanach HaOpachIBaThCs Ha OpaTa ¢ 0OOBUHEHUAMHU. B 3T MUHYTBHI OHa
otnana Obl Bce Ha CBETE, YTOOBI OKa3aThCs B OOBATHAX €0 KPEMKUX PYK, YCIBIIATh €ro roJioc... U
MMOBEPUTH, YTO BCE OyIET XOPOIIIO.

«C nobpeim yrpom, Jlaypun. Hackonbko si mOHMMAar0, HaCTPOCHHUE Yy TEOs 4yJaecHOe — Kak
BCETIaY.

«3HaJ OBI ThI, YTO CIYYMJIOCH MIOCJIE HAIIIETO PAa3rOBOPa, HE CTaJl ObI HA MCHS IIMIICTHY.

«Yro cinyunsnocs? ¥V 1e0s Bce B mopsiike?»

[Toxosxe, ['maeon He Ha HIYTKY BCTPEBOXKWIICA. DTOr0 OBUIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI yTEUIUTH
Jlaypun. Kak ke 3T0 cllaBHO — 3HaTh, YTO Tl KOMY-TO He Oe3pa3nJHa.

«/a, ceituac Bce xopomo. Tosbko He myst Coppenu. .. — JlaypuH 0ceknach, MbITasICh CACPKATH
cnessl. — O, I'mneon... Coppenb moruosay.

Ona pacckazana Opary, kak oHuU ¢ Coppenbio YBUACIH TEPEBEPHYTYIO TEJEry W 4TO
npouzonuio noroM. Iloka oHa roBopmia, ['MpeoH He NMPOW3HEC HHU CJIOBA: OH OBUT CIHUIIKOM
MTOTPSICEH.

«A TBHI? UTO € TOOOI Buepa Ciydmsioch?» — cupocuia Jlaypun, 3akoHUMB pacckas. OmaHako
I'mpeoH pemw, 9TO celiyac HE BpeMsi OTKPOBEHHUYATD.

«O, epynma, nebombimoe Hemopazymenue. Celiuac Mbl ¢ DUITHCOM YyXKe BCE YIAIuiIud W
OTIIPABJISAEMCS B IIYThY.

«KT0 Takoit durruc?»

«Jlonro oOBSICHATH, — JlaypuH moduTH yBHAENa, KaK OH OoTMaxHyscs. — Kak qymaemns, CKOpo
ThI 1o0epenibes 10 DKceHa?»

«JI>KuJ1 cKasai, 4To s CMOTY BbIraJaTh napy AHeu. Jlymaro, 1Hs 3a 1Ba 1 JOMIY».

«epxu pazym OTkpbITEIM, JlaypuH. [lake ecnmu Mbl He OyjaeM pasroBapwBarh, CBS3b
COXpAaHHUTCSA, M MBI Oy/leM ee¢ 4yBcTBOBaTh. Kak s MOHMMAaro, ThI yXKe I03aBTpakaja W TOTOBa
OTIPABIATHCI ?»

«Y MEHS 0CTaJIOCh OJHO SI0JI0KO, KOTOPOE TaK U MPOCUTCS MHE B KHBOTY.

Omna ycrpImiaia cMex.

«Torma Tebe moBe3no. Y Hac naxe 010K HeT. CYaCTIMBOTO TYTH.

D10 OBUIO BOCXUTUTEIHHO — YyBCTBOBAThH, KAK OH MPHUKACAETCS K €€ pazymy. Jlaypun craako
MOTSHYJIAaCh, CheJa MOCIeHee A0JI0KO, a MOTOM HaIllJIa HEMHOTO BOJIbI, CKOITUBIIIEHCS B OTPOMHBIX
JHUCTBAX, TOXOXHUX Ha Jomyxu — Coppesb TOBOPWIIA, YTO U3 HUX IOJIydaeTcsl CHalo0be, KOTOpoe
ucuenser 00JiM B CycTaBaxX, — M MOYYBCTBOBaJIa ceOs Tak, CIIOBHO 3aHOBO poamiack. OHa Bce elne
OIUTIaKUBAJIa CTAPYIIKY-TPAaBHUILY... HO Mopa OBUIO OTOPOCHTH IMeYaJbHbIE MBICIH M IPOJIOJDKATH
CBOM HEJIETKUH IyTh.

MnaBa 29
Hasapn, B Cepaue JlecoB

[Tocne BeTpeun co cuacTiuBbIM ceMericTBoM KBucros, Top He npoBen B Kapanyne u nonaHs.



Emy He Tepnenoch BepHyTbesa B Benukuii Jlec. Bpemst 6bu10 J0pOro: BO3MOXHO, TaM yXKe KJIaJIu
€ro JeTu.

— W cuoBa no cBumanms, Top. Kyt takoit kpacaser... DUpuH yablOHYJach, cxaiaa PYyKY
1oHOIM U go6aBmia menoroM: Kak s emy 3aBuayro. OH ocTtaercs ¢ TOOOH.

Top ykpankoit ornsHysncs. CakceH u KBUCT cMesnuch: KIyK MOTHPAJ IIMIIKY, KOTOPYIO
MOJIy4nJ Ha MaMATh 00 WX MEepBOil BCTpede, Jeiast BUJ, 4YTO OHA BCE elle OOJIUT.

— Snyc cxomut mo Tebe ¢ yma, DiipuH. OH Te0s 000KaeT.

— S 3naro. W s ero, HaBepHO, TOXe... MO-cBoemy. [lomHMIIB, 4TO 5 TOBOpWia TeOe Ha
npudasie? Ho Tebe Oymer xoporio Toabko ¢ Dnuccolt, Top.

OHa TyT e Mo’kajesna 0 CBOUX ClIoBax M yxe oxxkujana kojkoctd. Ho Top numb cmotpen Ha
CBOIO IPEJIECTHYIO COOECEHUILY U OT AYILU HACIAXKIAIICS €€ CMYIICHUEM.

— Hy, cmoTpst oT4ero xopouio.

— Tuxo! Ts1 3a0b1BacIIb, YTO MOU MYK PSIOM?

Kak eit HpaBuimch ero mryTku... Eciu Obl OH MOT BOT Tak MOAJpa3HUBATh €€, CHOBa U CHOBa!

— U Oynp 106p, xopouieHbKo npucMmarpuBail 3a Jlokku. He no3Bosii eMy coBaThCsl KyJa He
ClIeyeT.

— O6emraro, 4TO cpa3y K€ OTIPABIIO €ro JOMOM.

DHpuH nokocujiach Ha OpaTa, KOTOpBIA TIaaui Jowaab 1o OapxaTHOoMy Hocy. Maybuuk
Hampocusicsi B mpoBokatble K Topy um CakceHy M HE MOT JIOKIAThCsl, KOrJa MOXHO Oyaer
IIYCTUTBHCSA B MYTh.

— EMy 3T0 He HOHpaBUTCS.

— OH cioumkoMm Moo, DWpuH. Bee eme xaxaer ymeperh co ciiaBoil. Ho emy eme Hamo
II03HATh JKEHILIWHY, U HE OJHY, — Top monenoBan ei pyky. — Toraa oH OMMET, 4TO KU3Hb CTOUT
TOTO, YTOOBI 32 HEe JePIKATHCS.

bnaromapss KBucTy, KOTOpBIM IIEApPO MPENOCTaBUI JIOWIAAEH, APY3bsl YK€ K BeEYepy
repeceKany I0KHY0 rpaHuiy 3emenb KapaayHa.

BceanHuky HacnaXaanuch CKaukoM, HO HUKTO M HE IbITAJICS YrHaThCsA 3a KiyToM, KOTOPBIN
Kpyxkui B HeOe. Bcro gopory CakceH pasBiieKall CIYTHHUKOB, pacCKa3blBasi, KaK CTPAHCTBOBAJ C
uupkoM 3oppoca u ciryxui B «L{ute.

«Cepmue JlecoB 30Ber, Top», — msrko Hamomuui Kiyt, exaBa Brajeke mokasajiach >KHBas
creHa Benukoro Jleca.

Jlokku sIBHO He XOTeln BO3BpalaThes 1oMoi. Top yyBcTBOBaAJ, YTO € I'yO MajbuyMKa BOT-BOT
COpBYTCS CJIOBA MOJIBOBI. .. HO HE Jlajl eMy IPOU3HECTH HH CJIOBaA.

— Jlokku, Thl ObUT HaM HactosmuM apyrom. OOemai, 4To M03a0OTHINIBCS O CBOEH cecTpe.
VYBepeH, Korja Mbl CHOBa BCTpETUMCS, y TeOs OyneT COOCTBEHHBIH KOpalib, a Thl CTAaHEIIb
CJIaBHBIM MOPCKHUM Pa300MHUKOM. .. U IEPEIUIIOHENTh camoro KBucra.

Jlokku rpycTHO yIBIOHYIICS.

— Mope Mens He maHuT, Top. A xouy cinyxuth B «Ll{ute».

— 51 yxe capiian, — Top kuBHyi. — [lotepnu emte ronuk, u torga CakceH CMOXKET 3aMOJIBUTh
3a Te€0s cy1oBo. OH IbET C CaMUM IPANM-OQUIIEPOM.

YV MalibuMKa 3aropeiuch riasa.

— Jla To1 yTO, Cakcen? Tsl B caMOM Jienie IpYKUIIb ¢ IpaiiM-oduiiepom Xepexkom?

Yo %k, KynaTbCs B JIydax 4y>KOU CJIaBbl TOXKE MPUATHO.

— Kisnycs. [logpactu HeMHOTO, JIOKKM, OKpENHU... U IPOJOJDKANd YYUTHCS. I IOrOBOPIO C
XepeKoM, HO TOJIbKO KOTJa Thl BCTPETHILb MATHAALATOE JIETO.

— HoroBopunuce! — Jlokku cruttonyn cebe Ha JiagoHb, CakCeH cienain TO K€ caMoe, U OHH
KpEINKO MOXaJIH JIPYT JAPYTY PYKH.

Top Mor B310XHYTH C oOyierueHrneM. Y HEro He ObLI0 HU MaJeHIlero >KelaHus TackaTh 3a
co6oit Jlokku. MHOT1@ 3TOTO OBLIIO TIPOCTO HE M30€XKAaTh, HO... MAIBYUKY OYyJeT Kyaa Oe30macHee ¢
cecTpoi, Ha ceBepe. Uem painbiie ot Tana, TeM Jiydiie.

Camoe HenpuATHOE, KaK 0OBIYHO, OCTAJIOCH HAMIOCIEOK. ¥YBBI, 0€3 3TOro ObUIO HE 0OOUTHCH.



— Hy, Jlokku, — nporoBopuin CakceH, — BaM C JIOIIAJKaMU opa JOMOI.

Jlokku ynbpIOHYICS, OBICTPO U KpENKo 0OHAN KiyKa, moToM Topa u nomaxan Kiyry. Pe6eHox,
coBceM peOeHOK... JKajlb, UTO OH HUKOIJa HE Y3HAET, YTO COKOJI MPEKPACHO MOHSUI €ro U Jaxe
OTBETUJI... XOTS YCIIbIIIAJ €ro ToJabko Top.

«/la o3aput CBet TBOIl yTh K AOMY, IPYKOK».

Eme kakoe-to Bpemst Top n Cakcen ctosuii Ha topore U Maxanu emy Beien. Hakonery Jlokku
C IBYyMs JIOIAAbMM, KOTOPBIX BCJI IMOBOAY, MCUE3 3a MOBOPOTOM JOPOTrH, U OHHU OAHOBPCMCHHO
00€pHYIIHUCH.

— C Bo3BpamenueM, CakceH, — npousHec Top, risas Ha IYCTOM CTPO AepEBbEB.

— B roctsx xopotiio, a goma Jydiie, — OTKIMKHYJCS KiIyK. [1nedyom k miedy oHM UK K JIecy,
a JIepeBbsl BCTPEYAIU MX, CJIOBHO LIEpPEHra MOYETHOIrO Kapaysia, U B JIMCTBE IpoOeran pajoCTHBIH
HIEeTOoT.

Ha xpato neca crosuta ApaGemra. OTmenpHUIIA yTHpajia Tia3a, B KOTOPBIX OJecTeNn
CUaCTJIMBBIE clie3bl. J[Ba yenoBeka, KOTOPhIX OHa JHOMIa BCEM Cep/llieM, BO3Bpallanuck. Bekope
y)Xe BCe Tpoe OOHMMalu JApyr napyra, a noToMm Benukwit Jlec ykpplT MX CBOUM MHPHBIM
MOJIyMPAKOM.

Jlo Dkcena I'maeon nobpaincs cnokoiiHo. Bero gopory o Hec durruca Ha pykax, U Kapiuka
Tep3ai HEeBBIHOCUMBIN cThia. Cinabocth yHusurtenbHa. [leBaroro u3 [lanannHoB HecyT Ha pykax,
Kak pedenka! OIHAKO CTOWJIO €My MOCMOTPETh Ha TOTO, KTO €ro HeC... DTOT MaJbUUK CIAc eMy
KU3Hb — JKU3Hb, CMBICIIOM KOTOpOil OH Obl1. UX cyabObl cBsizanbl. OTHbiHE DuUrTHC NOJIKEH
3alUIIaTh CBOEr0 CHAcUTENs JIF00OH 1IEHOH. .. TOKa CMEPTh HE Pa3IyuuT UX.

OHHM BCTPETUIIUCh COBCEM HENIaBHO, HO KapjMK HE ycTaBall yauBisAThesa. Kak cuibHa KpoBb
Topkuna I'maTa! JlocTarouHO MOCMOTPETh HA MallbuMKa. BbUINTHIN OTEl: U BHELIHOCTD, U IOJIOC. ..
Jlasxe B JIBMXKEHUSAX M OCAHKE €CTh YTO-TO oOmiee. DUITHC MOYTH HE COMHEBAJICSA, YTO U HPABOM
OHM OYIYT CXOJHBI, XOTS B 3TOM e€llle NpeACcTosio yoeautbea. Bo Beskom ciydae, ['uyneon yxe
MOoKa3all, 4To XpabpoCTh U CTOMKOCTH Topa eMy He UyXK/bl.

— durruc, ApyKHulle, — pagoCTHBIN roioc ['maeona npeppan ero mMpicau. — Jloragaics, 4To s
Xouy Tebe cKka3aTh?

— Hanerock, ThI coOMpaenibesi cka3aTh, 4TO MbI CKOpPO OyieM B DKCeHe.

— BoT umenno! BoH u 3Hak y noporu. Ocranach BCEro Mujsl.

['ueoH omycTui KapiMka Ha 3€MJI0, TIO3BOJIAL €My OCMOTPETHCS, U MBICJICHHO OKJIMKHYI
Jlaypun, 4TOOBI MOAETUTHLCS ¢ HEW pagocThio. ManbuuK ObLI TOpA: elie Obl, Tenepb eMy HE HYXKHO
XKJaTh, MOKa oHa 1po Hero BcrioMHUT! [Ipoucmectsue B J[yHTapuHe CIOBHO 4TO-TO pa3Oyauio B
HEM, 1 TEIEepb OH MOT 3arOBOPUTH C CECTPOI TaK ke JIETKO, KaK OHA C HUM.

C muHyTy noJro0oBaBIIMCH OKpecTHOCTsIMH, Durruc obepuyncs k I'maeony. OH mpuHsII
pelIeHue.

— MbI 10JKHBI BOWTH B Jlec npsamo 37€ecCh.

— OTKyna Thl 3Haelb?

— Cepaue JlecoB momoxet Ham. U He TOIbKO OHO, HO U Bech Jlec OyneT BeCTH Hac Ty[aa, rie
JOJDKEH X JaTh TBOM oren. Mnem.

['iyeoH cHOBa MoAXBATWII Jpyra Ha PyKH U 3amiaraji K JepeBbsM, KOTOPbIE CTEHOW CTOSJIU B
CTOpPOHE OT JIOPOTH.

— OcTanoch HEOJITO, — BCIYX MOAyMall MAJbYHK.

— Bonnyeubcs, Manbl?

— Her. IIpocto Het cuit xaath. CTOBKO JIET sl CIPAIIUBAII C€0s: KAKME OHH — MOU POJTUTEIH ?
[Touemy st ocrancst oqun? JJi1 MEHS HUYEro HET BaXKHee.

@Urruc yKpaakou B3AOXHYI, IPEACTABIIAA, UTO UX JKJET BIEPEIH.

— O, nymato, Tenepb Bce OyeT XOpoIIo.

— Cmotpu, @urruc!

[Ipsimo mepen HUMH, Y KPOMKH Jieca, CTOsjIa OTPOMHAsl BOJIYMIIA, €€ MEX OTJIUBAJ cepeOpoM.
Bonuuiia npucraibHO CMOTpeENa Ha IPULIEINIbLEB U, KaXETCsl, TEPIEIUBO JKIala.



—Mmue ObUIO CKa3aHO, 4YTO MEHS BCTPETUT OCeJ, OTIIEJIbHHUIA WJIM BOJYMIA... —
6naroroseiiHo npomtenrtai ['uaeon. — 3HauuT, Bonuuna. Kakas kpacusasi. ..

— 310 He mpocTto Bosuuia, Mol Manbuuk. Ee 30Byr CosimaHa — KapiiMkKa MEepenoHsIIH
YyBCTBA, U €ro rojoc apoxai. — [loxanyiicra, [ n1eoH, OoTHECH MEHS K HEN.

Ecnu 661 ['uneon mor 6exath, OH Obl OpocuiIics K BOJUMILIE CO BceX HOT. [loka OH KOBBUISI K
Hel ¢ KapJIMKOM Ha pykax, CoJinaHa Bce Tak e CIIOKOMHO U BHUMATEJIbHO CMOTpENa Ha HUX, HO HE
Tporajuach ¢ MecTa.

Hakoneny durruc o0OXBaTujl CBOMMHM KOPOTKMMHU PYYKAMM ULICK BOJIYUIIBI, U MOTPSCEHHBIN
['uneon yBuzen, Kak KapjuK IUIa4YeT, 3apbIBIIUCH JIULIOM B €€ TYCTOW MEX, a OHA JIMKET eMY ILEKH.
B 3T0OM OBLIIO CTONBKO HEXKHOCTH, YTO MaJIb4YUK MOYYBCTBOBAJ ceOs auIIHUM. U BIIpyT...

Bomuuna 3aroBopuna ¢ nuM. Ee meByunii, rimy00KHil TOJI0C, KOTOPBIM 3a3Bydall B TOJIOBE Y
['uneona, O TaKUM K€ KPaCUBBIM, KaK M OHa cama.

«He crecnsiicsa, I'maeon. Mbl IpOCTO OYEHB-OYEHBb JIABHO HE BUACIHCH. ISl MEHS BelMKas
yecTh — npuBeTcTBOBaTh TeOst B Cepaie JlecoB. C Bo3BpaieHueM, Mol Mambuuk. OTHBIHE TBOU
nom 31eck. Cepare JlecoB Bcernia OyaeT 3auiuiiaTh 1 JJIOOUTH TEOS.

I'mgeon He Haxomui cioB. Kazagoch, BOJIUMIIE HHUYETr0 HE CTOUT OeceqoBaTh C HUM,
0OMEHHBasACh MBICISIMU. [ 'MJIEOH MOT JIMIIb C BOCXUIIIEHUEM MOKJIOHUTHCS 3TOMY BEIUKOJIETTHOMY
cyuiectBy. JlomkHO ObITh, OHa TOXe U3 [lananuHOB M Oka3anach 3/1€Ch, MOTEPIIEB MMOPAKEHHE B
outse. U tenepb Bce Hanex bl Ha Hero, noayman ['uneon. Hago HenpemeHHo crienarh Tak, 4TOOBI
9Ta HaJeX/J1a CObUIACK. .. HAa YTO Obl BCE OHU HU HAJCSIIUCH.

durruc yrupain ciesbl. ['eoH MouyBCTBOBAI, UYTO Pa3syM BOJIYMIIBI BCE €I1€ OTKPBIT AJIs
HEro, ¥ He MMPEMUHYJI 3TUM BOCIIOJIb30BaThCSI.

«A MO#... Mot oTent?» — poOKO CITPOCHIT OH.

«OH x1eT Te0s1, Mol MalTbuuK. Maem».

I'uneon 6b11 ouapoBaH. [lonxBatuB ®urruca oHON PyKOH, OH 3ayCTHJI MajbLbl B I'YCTOM
cepeOpUCThI MeX dyAecHOM BoUHIlbl U nowieln ¢ Heil B Cepaiie Jlecos.

Jlaypun notepsna cyer BpeMeHH. 1'010Ba KpyKHUJIach OT roJi0Jla U YCTalIOCTH, HO JIEBOYKa
3actaBisiia ceds uaTu. MeasieHHo, miar 3a marom, HO Brnepea U Boeped. [logbembl naBanuch
TSDKENI0, HO B TakWe MTHOBEHHUs oHa 3Bayna ['maeona. OHm Oosranmu, Opar men e, paccKa3bIBall
CMEIIIHbIE UCTOPUU — CIIOBOM, JeJiajl Bce, YTOObl OHa Ipojospkaia myrb. K Tomy ke ee ycuiug
KKl pa3 BO3HArpa)JajucCh: 3a MOJBEMOM CJEIOBajl CIyCK, a OexaTh MOJ ropy ObUIO OJIHO
yaoBosibctBue. He pa3 Jlaypun mamana, ee JIOKTH W KOJIGHH OBUIM TOKPBITHI CCaTUHAMH.
YepTononox KoJIOJN €€, KpamuBa ajluja, OJHAKO JIeBOYKAa BCTaBaja M C KaKUM-TO MpadyHbIM
YIOPCTBOM MpojaospKaia myTb. Kaxplil mar npubnuxkan ee k Cepauy Jlecos, u Terepb oHa yxe He
noanactes cinaboctu. Coppenp norubna, JOCTaBUB €€ croja. Tak Heyxkenu oHa, Jlaypun, He
CMOXET JIOWTH 10 KOHIIa?

Hakoner ona yBumena. Bot o uem rosopwin Jlkun! ['mybokasi monwHa, a B HEH, CIOBHO
NTUYbS KIaJKa B THe3ze, AepeBeHbka. Ckopee Bcero, 3To U ecTh OkceH. CreBa HauumHaiCS
Benukuit Jlec. JleBynika He nymana, 4yTO y HE€ OCTAIUCh CWIBI, U yIUBHWJIACh, KOI/Ia HOTH CaMU
noHecyiu ee. OHa Gerom CIyCTUJIach B JOJUHY... U 1aXK€ HU pa3y HE CIIOTKHYJIACh.

I'uneon pacckasbiBai, uTo OHU ¢ Durrucom nodpanuch 10 DKCEHa, U TYT CBA3b Pa3yMOB
npepBanack. Bopouem, Jlaypun 3to moutu He OGecriokomno. OnHa moutu y uenu. Berep nonocun
VIOTHBIM 3amax medyHoro apiMka. Omnako B OkceH Jlaypun He mounuia. Ee xpamu Tam, rre
TaWHCTBEHHO KayaJll BETBSIMU JE€PEBbAL.

VY kpomku seca Jlaypun ocranoBmiiack. CBET BCECHIIbHBIN, KaK OHA 3amnbixaiach! UToOBI XOTh
KaK-TO OT/JBIILIATHCS, AE€BOYKA HAKIIOHWIACH U YIIEpJIach JIQJ0OHSIMU B KOJIEHH. 3a0aBHO: MEPBBIH pa3
B JKM3HM OHA CyMela Kak CJeayeT MOLIyNaTh CBOM KojeHHble vameuku! Eme HemHOro — u ee
IbIXxaHue cTajno poBHBIM. Bot Tak. HyxHo ycnokxouthcs. IlouyBcTBOBaB ceOs nyuuie, Jlaypun
BBIIIPSIMUIIACH ...

Ha Hee, HEBO3MYTHMO mepexeBbIBas My4oK TpaBbl, cMOTpes ociuk. Coppenb roBopuia o0
oTwIeNbHUIIE, Boauulle M ociuke. [lomHutcs, ux ¢ I'mpeonom 3to Hacmemwio. Ilomywaercs,



cTapyIika ckazaina npapay. Hukakoi ommOKku. ITOT OCIHUK MOKUIAET UMEHHO €€.

Jlaypun marayna Bnepes, HO HOTU BAPYr nepectainu ciymarbea. Hy, eme Hemuoro... Ilepen
rJ1a3aMyd BCE IUIBLIO, JIEBOUYKA 3ajiepikajia B3IUISII Ha JKYIONIEH MOpIOYKE M MpHUKa3ajga Horam
OTHECTH Ce0s K OCIIHKY.

«Hamo mpocTo momolT K HeMy, — TBEepJWia OHa, 3acTaBisisa ceOs caenarh emie Iar,
OTJaroNuiics 00JIbI0 BO BceM Telie. — OH IIOMOKET.

Ceiltuac oHa MPOTAHET PYKy M KOCHETCS €ro MArkoM cmnuuel. M BApyr 3emusi moHeciach
HaBcTpeuy JlaypuH, ymapuia ee mpsMoO B JIHMIO... M KOTJa JEBOYKA OYHYJIACh, TO TOHSIIA, YTO
JIEKUT y HOT OCIIMKA, a CaM OH ThIYETCS € B OOK, CIIOBHO MPOCUT €€ MOAHAThCA. JlaypuH Tak
yCTajia, 4TO TMOYTH HE YyBCTBOBaja COOCTBEHHOTO Te€Jia, a TOJIoBAa CHOBa muia Kpyrom. OgHaKo
ociMK He chaBaics. Ero OapxaTtHas Mopodka TO MOSBISUIACh, TO McCYe3aja B TyMaHE U BCE
TOJKana, Tojkana... Hakonen Jlaypun ycrynuia, 00XBaTuiia OCJIHMKa 3a MIC0, TOIHSIACH Ha HOTH —
U TYT K€ MTOBUCJIA y HETO Ha XOJIKE, TAKOM YIPYTrON U TEIUIOH.

JlepeBhs 4TO-TO MIETTANN, YOKIasi CECTh OCIMKY Ha CIUHY — WJIM 3TO €M TOJBKO YyAUIIOCh?
Bropouem, mbIcibp moKa3anach FOHOW IMYTEHMIECTBEHHHUIIE BIIOJHE pPa3yMHOU. PsgomM odeHb KcTaTu
oKazayicsi TOJCTHIM cyK. Kakum-to uymom Jlaypun B3rpoMo3amiiack Ha CBOETO JJIMHHOYXOTO
MPOBOXKATOTO, U TYT ke, COBCEM 00ECCUJIEB, TKHYIACh JIMIIOM B KOPOTKYIO TPHUBKY M KPEIKO
00HsIIa ero IIEIO.

Kaxercs, ocnuk moBepHYa M MEUICHHO, HO YBEPEHHO IMOTPYCHJ BIUIyOb Jieca, TOTOBOTO
YKPBITH €€ TI0JI CBOUM T'yCTBIM TTOJIOTOM OT BCEX O€/I.

Knyr ycrpousnics Ha BeTKe BBICOKOTO JiepeBa M HAclaXJajics MOKOEM, KOTOpBIM Lapui B
Cepanie JlecoB. 3mech emMy HHYTO HE yrpokaio. JlepeBbs Kadaiau TOJIOBAMH, IIETIOT JIMCTBBI
ycrokauBall. 3/1eCb OH JOMa. 3/1€Ch €ro MeCTO. 371eCh OH B O€30M1aCHOCTH.

Top u CakceH cujenu Ha 3eMJI€ M BEJIM HECIELIHBIA pa3roBop. Jpy3bsi TOJBKO YTO BBOJIIO
HalWIKCh U3 YUCTOro pyubs, a Cepaue JlecoB mo3aboTuioch 0 TOM, YTOObI OHU YTOJIMIIU TOJIOL.
Teneps MoxHO ObLTO TIOOECETOBATH O MPEACTOANINX Aesiax. Top yKe aTyMall 0 BCTpeue ¢ DIMCCon
1 coOupacsi CIpOCUTh Y KIIyKa COBETa, KOTJa ycibliial y ceOst B rojioBe royioc CojinaHsl.

«Top... SABeny k Tebe ['maeona, TBOEro ChIHAY.

Top oGeprysncs. 13 rycroii yamnm, oOCTyNHUBIIEH OMYIIKY, HA KOTOPOH OHHM CHJEIH, BBIILIA
BoJuMIA. TOT, KOTOpBIM 1Ied ¢ HEW pAoM, ObUI CTPOEH, TEMHOBOJOC M BBICOK HE IO TOJaM.
Kazanocs, Top cMoTpuUT B 3epKalio.

On Bckoums, CakceH Toxxe. O0a 0’ku1any yBUAETHh MAJIBIIA, @ 3TOTO MaJlbYMKa CKOPO MOXHO
Oyzner Ha3BaTh oHOIIEH. OH 4yTh onupaics oJHOW pykoi Ha XoiKy CoiMaHbl, Ha CIIMHE KOTOPOM
cuzen kapauk. B npyroe Bpems 3To 3penuiiie BbI3Baio Obl ApykHbIN cmex. Ho He ceifuac.

[lepBriM npuien B ce0st CakceH.

— durruc! — B3peBen OH.

DTOT BO3TIJIaC 3aCTaBWJI OTIA M ChIHA OYHYTHCS, XOTsI 00a OBLIIN CIUIIIKOM MOTPSICEHBI, YTOOBI
IIPOM3HECTU XOTh CJI0BO. Top poOKo marnyn snepes. Bot peObeHOK, KOTOPOTo OH JiepKai Ha pyKax
JIUIIb HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUI, KOT/Ia TOT €J1Ba MOSIBUIICS Ha CBET. — SIpKue roayoble Ti1a3a CMOTPEIn
Ha HEero MpUCTaIbHO U HACTOPOIKEHHO.

— I'mpeon? — npomentain Top.

B Cepaue Jlecos crano tuxo. Bee risanenu Ha TOro, K KoMy ObLITH 0OpaIlieHbl 3TH CIOBA.

[Tytb 10 DKceHa ObLT HEOMU3KUM, U BCe 3TO BpeMs ['uaeoH rotoBmiics K BcTpeue ¢ oTuoM. 1
JyMaJl, 4To TOTOB... HO omubancs. K takomy ObLIO IPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO MOATOTOBUTHCA, U ceiyac
y HETO T0 XpeOTy mpoberana ApoxKb.

Kaxercs, Conmana 4TO-TO CKa3ajla 3TOMY YEJOBEKY, I[OTOMY 4YTO OH BCKOYMJ, Kak
yKaJneHHbId. BeTpeda noTpscna ero He MeHblle, yeM camoro I'maeoHa. UTo OH MOXKET OKUIATh?
Masnbuuk Hajesuics, YTO MYYUTEIbHbIE Pa3yMbs HaJ 3TUM BOIPOCOM HE OTPaKalOTCA y HErO Ha
mune. OH Tak BOJIHOBAJICS, YTO YyBCTBOBAJI, KAK B BUCKAX CTYYHUT KPOBb.

Bort oH kakoii — TOT, KOTOPOTO OH OTHBIHE OYJIET 3BaTh OTIIOM.

B TOoM, yTO mepex HMM OTEl, COMHEBATbCS HE MPUXOAMIOCH. [ 'MIEOHY Ka3zajaoCh, YTO OH



BUJIUT CaMOTO ce0si, TOB3POCIEBILEro Ha JAECSTh JIeT. SIpro roBopusia, 4To UX OTELl BCE €I1l€ MOJIOJ
U HEOObIKHOBEHHO KpacuB. M Opwia mpaBa. JloCTaTOYHO NOCMOTpPETh B 3THU YAWBHUTEIbHBIC
TeMHO-roJ1yObIe ri1a3a. Horu I'njeona cioBHO Bpociau B 3eMIIIO, U OH HE MOT CZeJIaTh HU LIAry.

Ho Tyt oren mo3Ban ero. CKoOJIbKO pa3 Madb4YUK KISIICA, 4TO OymeT Jepkath cedst B pykax!
OnuH 3BYK 9TOTO rojioca — U Bce HaMepeHus Obutn 3a0bITHL. ['mmeon paspeiaancs, u Cepaie Jleco
CMOTpEIO0, KaK OH MEJIEHHO OITyCKAaeTCsl Ha KOJICHH.

Topy XxBaTuiio Tpex 1IaroB, 4ToObl OKa3aThCs PsSIOM U OOHATH chbiHAa. OH IJIaKal, IpwKUMal
MajbuMKa K TPYIH U LIenTall, IMIeNTal, Kak JIoOUT ero.

JIuib HECKOJIBKO JOJATMX MIHOBEHMH CITYCTS OTEL| U ChIH pa3Kajiu OObSAThS U MOHSIM, KaK
tuxo B Cepaue JlecoB. HUKTO U HUUTO HE CMEJIO HAPYLIUTH OJaroroBeMHOT0 MOJTYAHMUSL.

— CpIH... — YyBCTBa HACTOJbKO IepenojHsuin Topa, 4To ero rojoc crajn curibiM. — Kak
MHOTO MHE HaJl0 Tebe cKa3aTh...

['ueon KuBHYyI, BCE €lIe Onacasch, YTO IOJIOC BBIAACT €ro, U nokocwics Ha durruca. Bot
510 fa!l Moryuuii 30J0TOBOJIOCHIN KIIYK — BEPOSATHO, APYT OTLA, — YK€ IMOJXBATUII KapJuKa Ha PyKU
u Oarokail, Kak peOeHKa.

Top oTkauuscs.

— CHauana paBaiTe mno3HakomuMmcsa. [uaeon, »to Cakcen @Dokc, kiyk, [llectoit wu3
[TanaguHOB. OH CBsA3aH C TBOCH MaTEPHIO.

OH ycmen yBUIEeTh, KaK IJla3a ChIHA 3aCUSJIM IpPHU CJIOBE «MaTh» — a IMOTOM MAaJIbYUK
BOCXMILEHHO YCTaBWJICS Ha KIIyKa, KOTOPbIM pacxakuBall 10 MOJIsIHE, Kadas cBoero Apyra. CloBHO
MIOYYBCTBOBAaB €ro B3rjsja, CakceH OCTAaHOBWJICSA U CKJIOHWI TosoBy. [10100HOM MOYTUTENBHOCTH
Top 3a HUM e1ie He 3ameyall.

— I'nujeoH, 3To 4ecTh Ui MEHSl — CHOBA BCTPETUTHCS C TOOOH.

Masnbuuk Obul mosblieH. OH OTBETUJI CTOJIb )K€ YYTHBBIM IOKJIOHOM, @ 3aT€M MOCIELINII
MIPEJICTaBUTh CBOETO JIpyra.

— CakceH... OTell... — IPOU3HOCUTH 3TO CJIOBO BCIYX ObUIO CTPAHHO M MPUSATHO. — DTO MOM
3amuTHUK, JleBsaTeiil u3 [lanaauaos. Ero 30ByT @urruc, oH rTOpHBIA KapivK... OH 0YEHb XpaOpbIH.

®durruc yaslOHyJCs, peBo3Morasi 601b. Bo3M0XHO, CKOPO OH CHOBa JIMIIMTCS. 4YBCTB, HO
3neck, B Cepaue Jlecos, Ha pykax y cTaporo Jipyra, eMy HUUYTO HE YIPOXKaeT.

— CakceH, Tebe JaBHO OBLIO [OpPa JaTh MOUM HOTaM OT/bIX, C TPYAOM IIPOU3HEC OH.

[yrka HanmomuHana o cpaxxenun ¢ Opiaxkom. CakCeH MOHSUT 3TO B paCCMESIICS.

— WUnem, npyr moil. Yto TeGe HyKHO, TaK 3TO OTJBIX U UCLIETICHHE.

Knyr nmokunyn cBoit Hacect u omycTuiics Ha miedo Topy. OH Toxke ObLI paJl CHOBa BUJAETH
Hessaroro. Ho Top yxe 3Hai, 4TO OXHOTO M3 €ro OECIEHHBIX TOcTe Ckopo mpusoBeT Cepre
Jlecos.

— @urruc, — TOpOIIMBO MPOrOBOPHUII OH, — 51 OUYEHb pajl, 4YTO MbI BcTpeTuiuck. Crnacubo, 4To
BBIpY4YHIJI MeHs Ha Kumpece.

Kapnuk ycmexHyscst, XoTst 3T0 ObLIIO OYEHb HEJIETKO.

— 5 moHsN, YTO THI 3aHAT M HE CMOXENIb CleNaTh TO, YTO 3aaymall, — CKa3al OH M C
YI0BOJIBCTBUEM 3aMETHII, Kak Ha Iy0ax Topa nosiBuiach mupokasi, CUsoIas yabloka.

— Jla yx. Jloknun ['unbut nen u HeBpeauM, BEpHYJICS B CBOIO ceMblo. MBI mepen ToOoi B
JoJITy, — OH ToKIoHWics u nobaswi: — Ilpexne, yem Cepane JlecoB umcuenut TeOsi, MO3BOJb
COOOILUTD, YTO 37/€Ch HAXOIUTCS €Ill€ OJAMH TBOU cTapblii Apyr... — Top noriaaans cokomia, KOTOPBIH
cuzen y Hero Ha mede. — 9to Kyt u3 Popkbens. Temneps y Hero apyroe Teno.

— Knyr?.. — OmaroroBeiino mpomientan Ourruc m TyT K€ MOMOPHIWICS OT PE3KOW OOJIH.
Tuxuil 3BOH, KOTOPBII CTOSI B BO3AYXE BO BpeMsi UX Oeceibl, CTal rpoMye, B HEM IOSBUJIACH
HACTOMYUBOCTb.

— WUnem, — nporoopun CakceH. — IIycTb 3T0 MECTO COTBOPHUT €11e OJHO Uy/O.

On otHec durruca Kk Moryuemy nyOy, TJie Misicajid, 3BE€HSl U MEpeNBasCh BCEMU LIBETaMU
panyru, Hebecubie OrHu, u OepexHO NOJOXKWI Ha MArkuil Mox. M3 monsnecka, CIOBHO 3Mew,
BBIINIOJI3NIM JUIMHHBIE J03bl. VX ycuku, u3BHBascCh, omuenu durruca, a BeTBU, CKPUIS OT HATYI'H,
COTHYJIMCh U 00pa3oBajlM IMOJ HUM UYTO-TO Bpoje Kousbioenu. [loTpscennsiil, ['uneon nabmonan,



KaK JICpEBBS JIETKO MOTHUMAIOT DUrTHca, ¥ KapJiMK UCUe3aeT Ie-TO BBICOKO CPEIH BETBEH.

— Kyna on nencs? — TOIBKO U MOT BBIMOJIBUTH MaJIbYHK.

— OH Oyzet ucieneH, — NoYTUTENbHO 0TBeTU CakceH.

— Cepanie JlecoB oxpaHsieT CBOUX,— Top OOHsI cbhiHA 3a 1ieun. — DUITUCYy HUYTO HE
yrpoOXKaer.

['maeoH yauBIEHHO IOCMOTPEI Ha OTHA M KUBHYJI. DTO MPOCTO HE YKJIAIBIBAJIOCH B TOJIOBE.

— I[porosnonancs? — ¢ ynsidkoit cipocuin Top.

— Kak Boink, — orBeTni I'macoH.

«Becs B otia», — peipkayn Kiyr.

«51 3TO CcrBIIa, NTHIIA», — OTKIUKHYICS TOp M ¢ HacHaXJAeHUEM YCIIbIIal y ceOs B TOJIOBE
cmex Kiyra.

['oBopuTh 1 *KeBaTh OJHOBPEMEHHO — fesI0 HerpocToe. OqHako ['maeon ymyapuiics yrjieTaTh
3a 00€ meKu U mpu 3ToM roopui 6e3 ymonky. Top u CakceH, HapOTHB, CKOPO YMOJIKJIU U C
HapacTalolUMM CMATCHHEM CIyIIalid, KaK MaJbUUK pPAacCKa3blBa€T O CBOUX CTPAHCTBHUAX IO
Tanmunopy.

Hakonen, Top BcTanm m Havam MpOXa)XWUBAThCS MO TOJISIHE. [MACOH yKe 3aKOHYHII CBOIO
MOBECTh, HO OH TaK M HE MOT YCITOKOMUTHCSI.

— Bce onu... moru6mu?

['mpeon kKuBHYyIIL.

— ... s He Bmagen cobou. S pgaxke He mMoHMMAI, 4TO Aenar. OHH COOMPATUCH KUBbHEM
3axkaputh durruca u youts Uiiceyns! U s npocro... coppaics.

OH okoHyaTenbHO cMmemancs. [Ipu3HaThCs B COESIHHOM 0Ka3ajoCh HEJETKO.

— Korpa s pabortan B mupke, Mbl HUKOT/Ia HE 3ae3kanu B Jlyntapus, — mpoBopyan CakceH. —
006 sTOoM MecTeuKe Bcerja Xouia AypHas ciasa. Tyna uM BceM U 10pora.

Top ckopumiI poKy ¥ KIYK MOHSJI, YTO MAITBYUKY HETOXKE CIYIIATh TAKHE CJIOBA.

— OTHAB XU3HB, THI €€ Y)K€ HE BEpHEIIb, — OTYCKAHWJ OH. — HUKOraa He mplTalics pemnTh
IIeJI0 ¢ ero momouns. Hukorma!

['mpeon Bo3aen pyku, CIIOBHO BOMH, KOTOPBIN caaercs B mieH. [locneanue aBa AHS Ha AylIe y
Hero ObLIO CKBEPHO, a TENEPb OH IIPOCTO HE 3HAJ, KyZAa JieBaTbcsa. OH eBa MO3HAKOMUJICS C OTLOM
U yXe paccepIui ero.

— 51 He 3Haj, YTO MOTY TaKO€ COTBOPHUTH, — MPOOOPMOTAT MAJIbUYUK M 3aIyCTHJI B BOJIOCHI
MATEPHIO.

Top uyBcTBOBaN ce0s MOCAECAHUM Mep3aBiieM. EMy XOTenoch yCIIOKOUTh ChIHA, CKa3aTh €My,
YTO OH BCE€ CJieiall MPaBWIBHO, HO MOJXOJAIIME CIIOBA HE MPUXOIUaM Ha yMm. [lapeHs yOoun He
MEHBIIIE JIOKUHBI 4eloBeK. OUeBHIHO, YTO €ro CHjia OYeHb BEJHKA... HO 3TO OH JOJDKEH
YOPaBJIATh 3TOW CHIJION, a HE OHA UM. [ MJICOH CHOBA HaYaJl MPUTJIAKUBATH BOJIOCH.. OH BCIIOMHUI,
YTO caM TaK JeJNaeT, KOrja BOJHYETCSA. DUPHUH MOJMETHJIA y HETrO ATy NMPHUBBIYKY U TOCTOSHHO
oipa3HUBAaa.

— A k10 3Ta Uiiceynb? — oH nmocrapaics, 4ToObl rojioc 3By4yai marde. — Uto ¢ Heil cTano?

— OHa oTmpaBWiiach B POJIHYIO JIEPEBHIO, — POOKO oTo3Basics ['maeon. — Temneps €l HUUTO HE
yIrposkaeT. S... HaJieCh CHOBA C HEM YBUIETHCS.

[enast 6yps uyBcTB oxBaTmia Topa — 4yBCTB, KOTOPBIX OH HUKOTJIA €lle He uchbIThiBal. Ero
OecrieHHOE nUTS OoJibllie He AOJDKHO mokuaath Cepane JlecoB. 1o 61arocioBEHHBIN MPUIOT, TS
MaJIbYuK OyJeT 3alluIeH OT BCEro... B TOM YHCIE M OT TeX CHJI, KOTOPhIE APEMITIOT B HEM. 311eCh
HET HYXJIbI K HUM TpUOerats.

Moms Opnaka 3a npenenamu Cepana JlecoB pacrer. TpuenuHcTBO emie HE 0OpPETeHO, A
3TOrO CJEJaHO JIMIb HECKOJIbKO I1aroB. Top BcmoMuHai cioBa Jluce, U ero oxBaTbIBaj yXkac.
CMoTtpuTenpHUIIA cKa3ajia, 4To BpeMms nouTtu ucteksio. Cxopo maaet Temesnyc, u Opiak BbIPBETCS
Ha cBoOoay. becena ¢ Kimyrom Toxke He momorna. Iloxosxke, TannctBennsie Kamuau Opponbsra u
Oblmu TpueauHCTBOM. A MOXeET ObITh... Kyt mpeanonoxun, uro Oren, CoiH 1 J[0o4b, COCTUHUB
CBOU CHJIBbI, 00pa3yI0T HEYTO HOBOE U MOTYIIIECTBEHHOE.



Top monemuics sroit goraakoi ¢ CakcenoMm. Kiryk ObuT y’ke€ TOTOB COTJIACUTHCSA, HO KAaKOBO
torjaa Mecto Dnuccsl? Eciu ee mperHa3HayeHe JIMILb B TOM, YTOObI JaTh *KU3Hb JIETSIM, 3a4eM e
no cux nop 3amutHuk-Ilananuu? Top noman Hajg 3TUM roJIOBY, KOI'Zla yCIbIIIANl BCTPEBOKEHHBIHN
rosioc ApaGesuib:

— Ckopee, Top! Crona unet Keraii. On Beset Jlaypun. Ona uyTh xuBal

I'iyeoH mepBbIM BCKOUMII Ha HOTH, HO Top >kectom octaHoBui ero. Ha monsiHy menieHHO
BBIIIIEJ OCIUK. Y HEro Ha CIIMHE JIeXkaJla JIeBYIIKa, €€ roJI0Ba 0€3BOJIbHO MIOKaUMBaJIaCh U3 CTOPOHBI
B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO TE€PJIACh O €T0 IPUBY.

— Jlaypun! — Bckpuyain ['uyeoH.

Bcee, xTo 6b11 psaoMm, Opocuinch k Keraro. Ociiuk 0CcTaHOBUIICS, M OTEL] OEPEXHO B3sUT 10Yb
Ha pyku. lloTpsiceHHBIN, OH pa3riasabIBal €€ OJeXkAY, 3a0pbhI3raHHYI0 KpPOBBIO U rps3blo. Kopka
3acThIBUICH OOJOTHOM JKMXU U IBUIM HE MO3BOJISUIA €My pas3TisAeTh JIMLO Jo4yepu. Top naxe He
MOT OTBECTH TIPSIH €€ CIIYTaHHBIX, TIepeayKaHHBIX BOJIOC, KOTOPbIE HAMEPTBO MPWIIUILIA K e J0y
U mekaM. J[eBouke Hy)KHa MOMOIlb, HO 4TO OH MOXeT clenarb? Top pacTepsHHO Orysiencs Io
CTOPOHAM.

«Ortnaii ee nepeBbsIM», — mpukasana ConauaHa.

Top mociaymHo omycTuna 1o4b Ha 3emito. OH eaBa ycmen BBIIPSIMUTBHCS, KakK JI€pPEeBbs
CKJIOHMJIUCh HAJl HEH, MOJHSIN, U BCKOPE OHA yXe IUIbUIAa CPEeU KPOH, a 3a00TIUBbIE PYKU-BETBU
BCE Iepe/laBajiu ee Ipyr Ipyry.

Onu HecyT ee K npyay. Mosonoi orenr Opocuiics TyAa, 3a HUM IMOCJEI0BaIN OCTAJbHBIE.
Knyr u Conmnana ckopo onepeaunau Beex.

— Ona ymepna? — Beinanui ['uaeoH, nepeBoas ayx.

Bo3MoxHO, 3TOT Bompoc BepTescs Ha s3bIKe HE TOJbKO y Hero. Ho Manpuumk mpocTo He
CAEpIKaJCs, a Yepe3 MUT y)Ke TOTOB ObLJI 3a0MTh CBOM CJIOBa ce0e B TOpJIo.

Top He orBeTmi. OH cMoTpen, Kak aepeBbst omyckaroT Jlaypun B npyn. Hebecubie Orum
3aCHsUIM  sipYe, HAJ BOJOW IIOIUIBLI IEBYYUMM IIEPE3BOH... M HAKOHEL, BECh OKPYKECHHBIN
Meprianuem, mosiswics cam  apmyn Kopun. Ilpexne, dem Oor 3aroBopui, Top omrytun
HE0OBsACHUMOE 00JIeryeHue.

— Her, ceia Cepana Jlecos. Hama nous emie ApImuT.

«OcTaBb €e ¢ HaMu, — [T0JIXBaTHIa CBOUM OapxaTHbIM rosiocoMm Conuana. — [Ipyn BepHeT ee k
xu3HU. [Ipomry te6s, Top, Bepb MHE.

Top KuBHYIL

— CakceH, ['unieoH. .. HaM puUaETCS NOJ0KIATh.

DT0 03HayaNo BOJIEH WIIM HEBOJIEH BEPHYTHCS Ha OIMYILIKY.

Ho Bce mbiciu u Bce pa3roBopsl OblIH TONbKO 0 Jlaypun. CakceH BUAEN, KaK BCTPEBOXKEHBI
Top u I'maeon, HO 4TO OH Mor caenaTh? TonbKO MoAJIEpPKUBATH Oeceny.

— MHe kaxetcs, 9To BBl ¢ JlaypuH NOYTH HE 3HAKOMBI, — IPOU3HEC OH, OOPAIIAsCh K CHIHY
Topa. — Pa3Be Bbl HE BMecTe pociiu?

I'uneon 3apymaiicsa. He cnemut ¢ otBeramu, nogyman CakceH. CoBceM Kak OTell.

— Mosxer ObITh, MBI W BIpaBAy 3HAeM JAPYr JIpyra C POXKICHUS, — CKa3all, HAKOHEII,
MajibuuK. — TOJBKO 5 3TOro He MOMHIO, U MeHs 3To Oecut. Coppelnb npeaynpexaana, YTo MbI
OyneM MOHEMHOTY 3a0bIBaTh MpPOIIIOE, HO i BooOmie Bce 3a0bu1! Ecnu Tombko Jlaypun dto-TO
MOMHHUT. .. HO sl HyTpOM 4yr0, YTO MBI BCTPETHIIUCh COBCEM HEIaBHO. A KaK ThI JIOTaIacCs?

— S Toxe 00 aTom momymai, ['uaeon, — npusHancs Top. — dymato, Coppens pemnmia, 4To Tak
Oyner Oe3omacHee. Ha camom gene, 310 Tonbko Mos jgorajaka. HasepHo, Coppens cama Bce
pacckaxer, Korja croja gooepercs.

['iieoH HeTOYMEHHO MOCMOTpEI Ha 0TLa, NoToM CakceHa.

— Kak... — B cMSTE€HUH IPOrOBOPHUII OH, — BBI... D-3-3... HE 3HaeTe?

— Yero umenHo? — cupocuin CakceH.

Manb4uk rIy00OKO BJOXHYII, CJIOBHO COOMPAJICS HBIPHYTb.

— Brl 3naete, mouemy Jlaypun Tak minoxo? Ha nux ¢ Coppenbto Hananmu rpaburenu. Koneuno,
3TO TOJIBKO OJIHA IPUYHUHA. ..



OT0 OBUIO HEJNETKO — MepecKa3aTh Bce, uTo JlaypuH moBenana eMy BO BpeMsl HX MBICICHHOM
Oecepl.

— OHHU yBUIETH Ha JIOPOTE NIEPEBEPHYTYIO TEJETy, a PSAAOM C HEel — 4eloBeKa, KOTOPBIA OBbLI
BECh B KPOBH, MIOTOMY UYTO pacmmOcs, u MoJyiooro napHs. Ha camom nene, onu 00a ObLIH 1ENBI U
HeBpeauMbl. Jlaypua u Coppenb XOTenH 1oMOYb, W TYT BCE T'paOWTeNM Ha HUX HaOpOCHIIUCH.
Coppenb kpukHyna JlaypuH, 9To0bl Ta Oexana mpoyb, U TYT €€ yIAapuiid, OHA ymana, U OoJbIne
Jlaypun ee He Bugena. [loromy uto camy Jlaypun noramiuiau B siec. ['J1aBapb HEMHOTO 3aJ€pKaics,
u Jlaypun pemuna, 9to oH 3Haer, 4yTo ¢ Coppenbplo, a TOT cKa3an €il, uTo ee Oabymika mMepTBa.
Jlymato, 310 O0sblie BCEro pa3o3nuio cectpy. K ToMmy ke OHU MbITaquCh MPUBSI3aTh €€ K JIEPEBY. ..
N ona pana Boro cBOEH cuIe.

— Haneroch, ona Hukoro He youna? — nepeoun Top.

— MHe odeHb Xaib, OTell, — [ MIe0H TMoXkaJl IIedyaMH, CIOBHO caM OBLI B 5TOM BHUHOBAT. —
OpnnHoro rpabutenst oTOpoOCUIIO K AepeBy, U JlaypuH cuuTaer, 4ro OoH pa3dmics HacmMepTh. OHa
BbIpBaJIach U No0exala npoub, a rpadurtenu 3a Hel. TOT mapeHs, 4TO 3aMaHUI €€ K Telere, oexan
ObICTpee OCTANIbHBIX, H... JlaypuH TOBOPUT, YTO TOJILKO paHmia ero. IloBeps, oHa cama He paja.
Hymaro, st Hee 3To ObUTO HacTosmiee nmoTpsiceHue. OHa ToKe HE 3Hala, Ha 4To crocoOHa. [lotom
MoTbeXall KOPOJIEBCKUN CTPAKHUK... BEpHEE, MOMOIIHUK MTpaiiM-oduIepa. ..

Top BonpocurensHo nocmotpen Ha CakceHa.

— IIpaiimM-oduriep Tenepb Xepek, — KIyK nepeaepHys mieyamu. — Ho npo ero nomouHuka s B
IIEPBBIN Pa3 CIBITY.

— [Ipomomxkaii, — morpocun Top.

—Hy... — I'maeon cmytumiica. — Moxet ObITh, 3TO ObUI IPOCTO PATHUK, HO OH MpPEICTaBUIICS
MIOMOIIIHUKOM TIpaiiM-oduiepa. OH CIlydaifHO OKa3aJicsi B 9THX MECTax, MOTOMY YTO OXOTHJICS 3a
TEMHU CaMbIMU I'paOUTENIMHU, KOTOPbIE THAJIUCH 3a JlaypuH.

— N? — cipocun CakceH.

— Ot0 Bce. OHa oTnpaBuiach B DKCEH, HO MOYEMY-TO BbIOpaja myTh uepe3 xoiambl. HaBepHo,
MO3TOMY W TIPHUIIDIA CIOia 4yTh >kuBasg. OHa cKazayia, 4TO MOMOIIHHK IMpaiM-opuIiepa HE XOTel
OCTaBJIATh €€ OJHY, HO €My IPUIIIOCH BEPHYTHCS B CBOH JIarepsb.

— A Coppenb? — msrko cipocuit Top.

— Parnuk ckazan Jlaypun, uro Hamen Coppenb y 0004uHBI g0pory, ckaszan [ 'uaeon. — OHa
Obla MepTBa.

Top BcTan 1 cHOBa MPUHSIICS pacXaXuBaTh N0 nojsHe. OH ObLT 630K K OTYASHUIO.

— Her, net. — mpoGopmoTai oH. — 371eCh YTO-TO HE TaK.

MHe emie Haao 3aJ1aTh €l CTOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB. ..

— Bonbie s HUYero He s 3Har0, — 3aKOHYMI [ MIeoH, T TO Ha 0THa, To Ha CakceHa.

Kuyr, kak Bcerga, mosiBUJICS BOBpEMSI.

«BcTpedaii cBOIO KpacaBUIlY-09b», — YCJbIIaN Top... 1 00epHyNcs Tak pe3ko, 4to CakceH
1 ['Me0oH B3APOTHYIIN U HEOYMEHHO MEPETIISTHYIIUCH.

— Ona ckopo Oyzer 3/1ech, — 0OBSIBUII OH.

B nepsbiit mur I'maeon pemwn, uro Top roBopur o Coppenu. OnHako AeBYIIKAa, KOTOPas
MOSIBIJIACh Ha OITyIIKe, Ooublne moxoawita Ha JlaypuH. AKKypaTHO pacuecaHHBIE BOJIOCHI OBLIH
TEMHEe, YeM Y €r0 CECTPHI — HO MOXKET OBITh, IIPOCTO TIOTOMY, YTO OHH €IlIe He BhICOXJH. JleByIka
OblIa XyJEHBKOH, HEXKHO-3EJICHOE TIaThe TO3BOJIUIO BHJETh TOHKHE PYKH M XPYIKHE YTJIOBaThIe
wieud. He moxer ObiTh. DT Tnaza ['maeoH ciumkoM xopoulo moMHuiI. M TyT He3HakoMka
yIBIOHYJIACh — 3aCTEHYHBO, CJIOBHO YKPAIKOM.

ComMHeHwmit 60bIIE HE OCTaBaIOCh: 3T0 Obuia JlaypuH. HezaObiBaemasi ynpiOka ocBeTHIa €€
MpeJIeCTHOE JIMYHMKO, TEMeph YyTh 3aocTpuBlieecs, n y ['uneona ymano cepame. OH B KU3HU HE
BUJIENT HIUETO 00JIee MPEeKpacHOTo, YeM JIEBYIIKA, KOTOpasi CTOSUIA TIepe/l HUM.

— Jlaypun! — 3aBonuit oH U Opocuics K cectpe. BTopoit pa3 3a HeIHEITHUN JI€Hh OH B3bIBAJI K
Heil. OnepenuB 0TIa, MAIBYHK 3aKIIIOYIII €€ B OOBATHS U 3aKpykmil. Kakas sxe oHa JieroHbKast!

«1 nymana, uro ymepia u okazainack B Yeprorax CBera, — nocislianics ee rojioc y I'maeona
B IOJIOBE. — A TIOTOM BJIPYT MPOCHYJAch M yBHJeNna orHd. OHU KPYKWJIHCh U TIeTH. .. Heyxenn Tol



HE MOT MEHS MOJ0XKIaTh?»

«Tuxo, — npomrenran oH. — Tenepb MBI BMECTE».

'uneon omyctun cecTpy Ha 3€MIll0, M JEBYIIKAa OJiEpHYJa IUIaTbe, KOTOpPOE Jana ei
ApabGenna. Ona Obuta TOTOBa K BCTpede ¢ OTHOM. Psmom ¢ ['mueoHOM CTOs BBICOKMI MOJIOION
YeJI0BEK, €ro JILO 3acThl1o. Heyxean oH HAaCTONBKO MOTPSICEH... WIM HE MOXKET ONPaBUTHCS OT
60s1? A MOXET ObITh, U TO, U Apyroe? OH 10 CUX TOp HE MPOU3HEC HH CJIOBA, TOJBKO CMOTpEN Ha
Hee BO BCe IJiasa.

He 6bu10 comMHEeHMIT B TOM, 4TO 3TO MX oTen. OH Tak MOX0X Ha ['MaeoHa, TOJBKO JIUIO YXKE
YTPaTHJIO MaJIbYUIIECKYI0 MSTKOCThb. [loueMy oHa aymana, 4To YBUAMT 4YeJOBEKa B BO3pacte?
Jlaypyn He 3ameTWsia HM OJHOM CEIOM HUTOYKM B KOIMHE €ro TEMHBIX BOJIOC. TakoW BBICOKHH,
TaKOW CWJIbHBIN, TaKOW KpacuBBIA... Y Hee 3axojoHyno cepame. O ma, SIpro Owbuia mpaBa: oH
KpacuB, kak 0or. Heyxxenu 3710 u Bipasay ee oten?

Cepnue JlecoB xpanuino monuanue. Jlaypun memneHHo mnepeBena ayx. OHa He JOJDKHA
0OSIThCSI.

— 31paBCTBYHTE.

Bosnbiie ona Huuero He Moria ckaszarb. B TeMHO-ronyOsix riazax Topkuna ['mHTa — OHA yKe
3HaJIa, KaK 30BYT €€ 0TIa, — Opu1a 60Jib. [I0TOM 30510 TOBOJIOCKIH BEIMKaH, KOTOPBINA CTOSUT Y HETO 3a
CIMHOM, C/IeJIall Iar BIiepes U KOCHYJICS €r0 pyKH.

— 51 Te0s monumaro, Top, — menHyn oH. — S Toxxke ObUT NOTPsICEH, KOI/la MEePBLIN pa3 yBUIEI
Onuccy. A n1eBouka — BbUIMTast MaTh. A Tenepb co0epuch ¢ cuiaMu. Thl eif OUeHb HYKEH.

Top cMoTpesn Ha I0HYIO JAEBYIIKY, KOTOpas cTosuia rnepea HUM. OH 3HaJI, 4TO 3TO HE Diucca.
Koneuno, 3To0 He MOXKeT OBITh DHcca. ITO MPOCTO UIYTUT ero mamsaTh. Ho kak onn moxoxu... Top
HE 3HaJl, YTO JIeaTh — IUIaKaTh O TOM, YTO ATO HE TakK, WIK paloBaThCs BCTpeue ¢ godepbto. CakceH
MSATKO TOJTOJIKHYJI €r0 BIEPE.

[To>xxanyi, TOJNBKO JepKUTE MEHs, lIenHya JlaypuH cBOMM HOram, a IOTOM BBIITYCTHUJIA PYKY
I'uneona u mar"yna k oruy. Ternepb OHU CTOSIIN PSAZOM, OHA MOTJIa BUJIETh, KAKHE r0JIyOble y HEro
rj1a3a — roJiyObIMH Ka3aJucCh JIaXe ClIe3bl, KOTOPHIE CTOSJIM B HUX.

— 5 JlaypuH, — oOHa mombITalach TIOBOPUTH CIOKOWHO... W CJIE€3bl, CJIOBHO BOJA U3
MEePETOIHEHHOMN Yally, MOTEKIH 110 1mekaM Topa.

— 51 pmam Tebe »TO MM, MOs OeciieHHas AeBouka. S gan ero Tede B TOT MUI, KOIJa TBOS
OTBaKHAsI MaTh POJIUIIA TEOS.

OH mpocTep K Hell pyKH, IOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaKk BHYTpH OymiyroT L[Bera, u 3akitoumil B 00bAThS
CBOIO KpacaBuIly A0Yb.

Opiak HUKOI'/1a HE IPUKOCHETCS K €r0 JIETAM.

Orto ObUIa MOCHEAHSISI MbBICIb, KOTOPYIO Oco3Han Top, mpexkae 4eM MOJHOCThIO OTAAJICS
cuacTeto. OH man pyky Kk ['upeony, 1 BCKope oTel U ero JIeTH yxe cTosuid oOHsBuIKCh. ConnaHa,
ApabGenna, Cakcen, Kyt u maxe Keraii — Bce OTCTYNMUIM B TEMHOTY, 32 JIEPEBbs. DTH TPOE
HaKOHEI[-TO ObUIM BMECTE, U HE CTOWJIO MEIIaTh UM HACIXIAThCs OJaKEHHOW panocThio. JIumib
Hapmyn Kopun no-npexxaemy CMOTpPEIN Ha HUX.

«[Toutny», mpomenTan GOr J€COB U HECIBIIIHO B30OXHYIL.

«IToutm»! — 6€33ByuHO OTKIMKHYNIAch U3 [lyctoTsl Jluce, u ee B310X OBLI MOJIOH OOJIETYCHHUS.

MnaBa 30
Hecatbin nan

Crnenytroniye HeckoibKo Heaenb Top 3Hakommics co cBoumu JetbMu. Cepaue Jlecos
YKPBIBAJIO UX OT BCEro MHpa C €ro TAroTaMu M TPEBOraMH, M 3TO ObUIO BocXUTUTENbHO. [lopoit
Topy kazanoch, 4TO €ro cepaue BOT-BOT pa3opBercs OT panoctu. IlpaBma, Jlaypun To u neno
ClipalmiyBaia, IMO4Y€My OH TaK HAa HEC CMOTPHUT, a FI/IJICOH 3aMeyall, KaK OTCl CaJUTCia K HEMY
HO6J'[I/I)KG, 4TOOBI KaCaThCA €ro IIJICYOM. Mam)t{m(y 9TO HpaBUJIOCb, HO OH HUYCTO HE T'OBOPUJI OTLY,
00sICh CIyTHYTh CBOE CHACThHE.

st Topa 310 ObUTO 0co00€ BpeMsi. OH 1ienbie JHU TPOBOIUT C 3TUMH YYACCHBIMH JCTHMU. ..



Emy xoTenock nets. M ogHaX b1 OH 3ares, HECKa3aHHO yJIUBUB BCEX, KTO ObuI psagoM. Jla, oH Obu1
CYACTJIMB, MO-HACTOSALIEMY CUACTIIMB.

Jlaypun yxe BmroOuiace B cBoero ortia. JIro0oBb qodepu, Beauvaiimas u3 BCeX IEHHOCTEH.
Top Buzen, Kak AeBOYKA paayeTcs KaXkIOW MHUHYTE, KOTOPYIO HEJIUT C HUM, C KaKOW TEIJIOTON
OTBEYaeT Ha ero J00Bb. OH 4YYyBCTBOBaJ, KAaK CTPajajo d3TO IMPEJIECTHOE IUTS, JHUILIEHHOE
poauTenei. A Teneph oHa oOpera OTIa U Tak OOUTCS ero MoTepsTh... Y HuKoraa He motepsier. OH
3TOTO HE JOIYCTUT.

CosceMm He TakuM Obl1 ['maeon. K tomy Bpemenu, kak oH nomnai B Cepaue Jlecos, ero Hpas
YK€ CIIOXKWICA. MajabuuK CMUPUIICS CO CBOUM OJMHOYECTBOM M MWJI B JIaAy ¢ camMuM coboil. [la u
rojioBa y Hero 3o0Jiotas, tymain Top, risiig Ha ceiHa. Takue, Kak OH, BEyT 3a COO0M COTHU JIO/IEH, a
CHJIa Y HETO CJIOBHO COUYUTCS U3 KakJ10¥ nmopbl. CTOUT JIMIIb IPUKOCHYTHCS K €r0 pa3yMy — IIPOCTO
MIPUKOCHYTBCS, HE I TOTO, YTOOBI MMOTOBOPUTH MBICIIEHHO M MOYKHO TOYYBCTBOBATb, KaK OHa
ObeTcst B HEM, TOYHO Morydee cepane. Ho ['mmeon He oco3HaBai, Kak BeJMKa €ro Cuja, Kak He
OCO3HaBaJl CBOEW KpacoThl. MOXXHO HE COMHEBAThCA: 3Ta CKPOMHOCTH €Ill€ HE pa3 BBIPYUUT
MaJbyuKa.

Ceparie JlecoB 6b1T0 TOTOOHO TOMY PATYIIHBIX X035€B, U IE€TU OBUIM TaK e CYACTJIMBBI, KaK
ux oren. Top, Cakcen u Kyt To u €10 BCIOMUHAIN BOJIIIEOHBIE JIEBSITH MECSIIEB, KOTOPhIE OHU
MPOBENH 37eCh ¢ Dnrccor mocie modera u3 Kapemboma. OpHako Bce Tpoe 3HAIU: CHYACTHIO HE
CYXKIEHO UITUThCs noiro. Bmpouem... Oto Bpems mgaHo Topy, 4ToObl HacinaXaaThCsl MOKOEM M
YUUTh JIETE€H, U HE CTOUT TPATUTh €0 HAa HEHY)KHbIE COYKAJTICHHUS.

I'uneon u JlaypuH >kaxxJaiu y3HaThb O CBOMX POJUTENSAX Kak MOKHO Oouibiie. OGa yxke
3a0BLIM CBOE AETCTBO — Jaxke JlaypuH He MOrjia BCIIOMHUTh, YTO ObLIO, KaK OHA BbIpa)Kkajach, «J10
Tammnopay. Hu Opara, Hu cectpy 310 He Oecriokouyo. [Ipapaa, um Obu10 OT Aymu xains Coppenb,
u ocobenHo ctpanana Jlaypun. Crapyiika Obuta ¢ Heli epBbIe JHU €€ HOBOW KU3HH.

[To coBery mynporo Kityra Top pacckasplBall I€TSIM O TOM, KaK >KWJI PaHbIIE OH caM U Kak
JKUJIa €r0 MaTh, YTO OH 3HAET O CTPAHHOM IyTELIECTBUHU, KOTOPOE eMy npeanayeprano. CakceH BOT
YK€ HECKOJIbKO JIHEeH Opou rae-To B Jiecy, U Top He MPEMHUHYI 3TUM BOCIOIb30BaThCSI.

B TOT neHb OHM HETOPOIIMBO 3aBTpaKajly Ha TpaBe, a MOTOM OH MPOJIOJIKWII CBOM pacckas,
KOTOPBIM yxe Onu3mica K 3aBepllieHH0. Top HUYEero He CKpbIBal OT JeTei, OH BCIIOMHUII JIae
cabl 00 Opiake. Ilouemy-To eMmy Ka3zajioch, 4YTO OOJIbIIIE BCETO MM TIOHPABHUTCS HMCTOPHUS O
npespameHuu Knyra. OgHako MOBECTb O €ro MOCIEAHMX CTPAHCTBUSX MOPOJWIA TaKOW MOTOK
paccrpocoB, uTo oH pactepsuicsi. Ho 'mneony u Jlaypun Hamo ObLI0 HEMMPEMEHHO Y3HATh, MOYEMY
oH BepHycs B Cepaue JlecoB, 4To0bI XKIaTh UX.

['iieoH HeOBEPUMBO MOKayall FOJOBOM.

— U teneps Haila MaTh — KOpoJIeBa 3TOM cTpaHbl?

— Hackouibko s nmonumaro, aa, — otBetus1 Top. U uro Tl 00 3TOM nymaems? — Jlaypus, xak
BCEr/1a, CMOTpeia B KOpeHb. — UTO Thl YyBCTBYEIIb?

Top B3moxuyn. C camoro Havana oH noodemian cede, yTo OyAeT TOBOPUTH CO CBOMMU JIE€THbMHU
HA4HCTOTY.

— OmrycromenHocTs. 35mocth. bonb. Kak Oyaro cepaie pasnerenock Ha yacTu. MoKeT ObITb, st
MMOHUMAI0 €€... HAJICI0Ch, — JT00aBWUJ OH W CMYIICHHO YIBIOHYJICS. DJTa paHa eme He ycrena
3aTSHYThCS.

— Ho Beap 310 Mory1a OBITH OIITMOKA, — ¢ HAZEXKI0W BOCKIUKHY [ H1eoH.

Top nokayasn roiaoBoOM.

— Her, cpin. S unrtan nocnanue, nepeaanHoe koposiese Kumpeca. Ha Hem Oblia KoposieBcKas
reyartb, a s XOpPOUIO MOMHIO, Kak OHa BRIMISAUT. K Tomy ke Baria MaTh HEOOBIKHOBEHHO KpacHuBa.
Kax 1b1, JIaypus.

Ymunuaure mens, nogymana Jlaypun. OHa Bce elle He MOrJia OBEPUTh, YTO KTO-TO MOXKET e
Takoe cKaszaThb — Jlaxe otel]. Kak u3BectHo, 1uist 10O0ro OTIa HET AEBYIIKU Kpallle JOUEpH.

— JIx060#1 KOpoIb TOJII00UIT OBI €€, — YyTh CIBIIIHO A00aBwmiI Top.

— A Tor? — Jlaypun nocnemmuia cMeHUTh TeMy. — Hackonbko oH Juig Hee onaceH? A i Hac?

Top nosHec k rydaM rIMHIHBINA KyOOK CO CIIQJAKUM BUHOM U C/EJIaIl IJIOTOK.



— He 3Haro. S moueMy-To yBepeH, YTO OH OIATH 3aTauTCS. A TIOTOM IOSIBUTCSI CHOBA, YTOOBI
cesTh 370. Ho Teneps s Haiiny ero nepBbiM. Bamry MaTh yxke npeaynpeaiii, a KTo NpeaynpexacH,
TOT BOOPYKEH.

— Oren... — poOko nepebun ero I'maeoH. — Mel ele HU pa3y He roBopwin o TpueauHcTBe,
XOTs Thl 0 HeM ynoMuHai. [Ipudem Tyt Mbl ¢ Jlaypun?

— Tsl npas, — Top xkuBHy. — [IpocTo s He 3Har0, 0 yeM roBopuTh. 1 Tem Gosee He 3HAIO, Kak
BBl C 3TUM CBSI3aHbl — IIOTOMY YTO B 3TOM KYTKOW MAayTMHE BCE€ CBSI3aHbl CO BCEMH. DTO sl MOTY
ckazatb To4HO. Yto xe 10 TpuenuHcTBa, AJ11 MEHS 3TO HEUTO HEOOBSICHUMOE, Kak U sl Mepkyaa.
Ho y nac Her apyroro opyxwus, KOTOpoe MOMOXeT HaMm cokpymuTh Opnaka. [lostromy mue
MPUIETCS IPOJOJDKATH MOMCKHU, MHAYE BCE, YTO HAM JIOBEJIOCH IEPEXKUTh, OyJET HAIIPacHO.

— Moxet ObITh, 3TO MBI? — mios1as1a rojioc Jlaypun. OTer U CbIH TOBEPHYIHUCH K HEell. — S xouy
CKa3aTh... HAC e TPOe, U TEeIeph Mbl CHOBA BMECTE.

— Moxet ObITh, — cornacuiicss Top. — DTo nepBoe, YTo NPUXOIUT B rojioBy. Ho MHe kaxercs,
HaM KTO-TO JIOJDKEH aath 3Hak. Cepane Jlecos, Jluce... Ecau TpuenuncTBo 00OpeTeHO, MBI 00 3TOM
y3HaeM. [loka 3Haka He ObLI0, U MHE KaKETCsI, YTO ThI OIIUOIACh.

— YT0 THI cCOOMpaeIbCs J1enatTh, Iie UcKaTh? — crupocuit ['uyieoH.

— Bcemy cBoe Bpems. [lns Hauana Bam Hago moxuTh B Ceparne JlecoB n HabpaThes cmir A
IIOTOM MBI OTIpaBuMcs B Tai. Bam rmopa BCTpEeTUTBHCS C Ballle MaTEPbIO.

Uro-T0 cmymano Topa. JIaypuH moHs1a, 4TO BCEJISIET B HETO HEPEIIUTEILHOCTb.

— Hkak, mo-tBoemy, oHa IPUMET 3Ty HOBOCTb?

Top rpycTHO ynbIOHYICS.

— I'HeB Baielt matepu myraer MeHs 60Jblie, 4eM spocTb Opiiaka.

Jletn ynbIOHYIHCb, HO YK€ 3HQJIM, YTO U B 3TOM IIyTKE €CTh J0Jisi UCTuHBL. Cyzas 1o
paccka3zaMm Topa u CakceHa, y ux Matepu Obll1 BeCbMa KPYTOil HpaB.

— S ne 3nato, Jlaypun, — npogomkan Top. — He 3a0biBaiite, kakyto 00Jib, KAKHUE CTPAaxH OHA
nepexuina, 4ToObl Bbl MOsSBHINCH Ha cBeT. O Tebe, JlaypuH, oHa nake He 3HaeT. XyKe TOro, OHa
yBepeHa, uTo ['ugeon ymep, easa poausurcb. OHa Buena MEPTBOrO MJIAJICHIIA — €r0 MoKa3aiu ei
HapoYyHO, YTOOBl OHa moBepusia. MoskeTe Ju Bbl MPEACTABUTh, YTO 3HAYUT JJISI MAaTE€pPH HOTEPSThH
pedenka? M BOT Temeph OKa3bIBAETCS, YTO €€ ChIH BCE ATH TOJAbl ObLT KMB M 3[0pOB, YTO OT HEE
CKPBLIM poXxaeHue BToporo pedenka. M Bce 3To ycrpoun 5. S Bce 3Ha) 1 0OMaHy: ee, 51 03BOJIUII
Coppenu cupsitaTh Bac... Tpu odmaHa 3a pa3. 3HaeTe, Kak TOBOPAT? XOYellb Pa303IUTh KECHITUHY
— o0OMmaHu ee.

I'mpeon u JlaypuH KUBHYJIH.

— Hakonen, MHe puIeTCsl IPU3HATHCA, YTO 5 IO3BOJIMII €l YBUJIETh CBOIO cMepTh. OHA OUYEHb
mo0uaa MEHs — TaK CHJIBHO, Kak s caM Jo0mo ee. OpHAKO s JOMyCTWSI 3TOT oOMaH. Dimcce
MPUILJIOCh CMOTPETh, KaK yOMBaIOT €AMHCTBEHHOI'O 4YEJOBEKa, KOTOPOro OHa Morjia Obl JIIOOUTH,
OIIaKMBas ymepuiero celHa. Kak Bbl AymaeTe, 4To OHa MOYYBCTBYET, KOTJa s SIBJIIOCH K HEH, KUBOU
1 370pOBBI? BBIXOIUT, UTO s1 CHOBA coJirai e, cHoBa mpeaan ee? — Top 3aMeTHi1 UCIIyT ¥ TPEBOTY
Ha UX JHIaX ¥ TOP)KeCTBEHHO npousHec. — [locemy npejyiaraio HaMm BceM HaJIeTh JaThl!

JIBe cusitoniue yiablOKY MOJCKa3ail €My, YTO IPO3y OTHECIO B CTOPOHY, OJTHAKO TYYH €Ille He
pa3BesUINCh.

— Ecnu koMy 1 HaJi0 HaJIeTh J1aThl, TO 3T0 MHe. KoHeuHo, Baiia MaTh Oy/eT MOTpPsCEHa, y3HAB
O TOM, YTO BbI JKUBBI... HO OHa MoI0OUT Bac. KisiHych. Bbl — ee 0Tk U KpoOBb.

— TBos TOXE, oTel, — 3ameTmiia Jlaypun. — AA0yny Te0s 3amuimars.

Top omyrun npunus HexxHocTH. Kakas oHa ropaast u cmenas, ero no4s! Ho eif monago6urcs
BCS €€ CMEJIOCTb, BCA €€ CUIIa, YTOOBI BBLAEPKATh TO, C YEM UM CYXKJIEHO CTOJKHYTbCSA. XOPOLIO Obl
cHoBa ycauelmath Jluce... OHa yxe naBHO He sBisjach Topy Bo cHe. CKOJIBKO BpPEMEHH y HHUX
octanoch? Maiio, ouenb mMaino. U sydiiee, Ha YTO €ro MOKHO NMOTPATUTH — ATO HA OOyUYEeHHE JIEeTeH.

OH Oyner y4uTh UX, KaK €ro camoro koraa-to yuus Mepkyn. ['mpeon o0nanaer orpoMHOR
CUJION, HO HE YMEEeT MOJUYMHHUTH ee ce0e. ITOo HY)KHO UcCIpaBuTh. Jlaypun Oyner O6ojee UCKyCcHA, U
IJIaBHOE — HAY4YUTh €€ MPUHUMATh BepHble pemieHus. OHa JODKHA 3HATh, KOTJAa MOXKHO, a KOTrJa
HeJb3s TBOPUTH BOJIEOCTBO.



Urak, no cnenyromero Bocemeprka onu ocratorcst B Cepane JlecoB, a moTOM OTIPaBsTCS B
Tan. Dtoro OyaeT nOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI JETH HAYYHJIMCH IMOJH30BATHCS CBOMM JAapOM... a OH caM
CMOXET cOOpaThCsi C CUJIaMH M HaOpaThCs MYXKECTBAa MEpea TeM, KaK CHOBAa BCTPETUTHCSA C
Dnuccon.

B To Bpems kak getu GeceoBaiiv C OTIIOM O CBOEW MaTepH, KopoJjieBe TaminHopa, cama OHa
CTOsUIa MOCpPEe ABOPLOBOM KyXHM U IpoOoBajia 3aBapHOl KpeM, KOTOPOMY IPEICTOSUIO CTaTh
YKpalIeHUEM CErOJHSIIHEro nupa. Enie oauH mup, KOTOpBIM KOpPOJIb YCTpPauBaeT B €€ 4ecTb. B
yecTh ee J{Hsg Hapeuenus. Heckonbko qHEH Hazan Dauccy yropasauiao coOOIIUTh KOPOJIIO, KOraa
eil nanu B3pocinoe ums... M BoT Teneps Bo ABople OyneT nup, a B TOpoJie — NPECTaBICHUS.

— Cronbko mymy u3 Huuero... [Ipaso, Jlopuc, He cTouT, — OHa B KOTOPBIN pa3 BbIrOBapUBaja
MYKY, HO OOJIbIlI€ 37TMJIach Ha camy ceOsl.

—He cnops, m000Bb MOsA. MHe HpaBHUTCS NOTakaTh TBOMM cymacOpoacTBaMm. Huxakux
BO3pakeHUH. W mup Tl JOJDKHA YCTPOUTH MO CBOEMY BKycy. Bce Oyzner Tak, Kak peluTe Bbl C
Halled MOYTEHHOM MoBapuxou. [’ TaBHOE, YTOOBI €bl XBAaTHJIO HA BCEX, KTO IMOXKEIAeT MPUUTH U
BbIpa3uTh Tebe cBoe moureHue. Hy, BUHO My3blKka, HEBLBI — 3TO KaK MOBeIOCh. CaljieMeHTpo
MOKET COUMHUTH MIECHIO B TBOIO YECTh.

Dnucca 3acToHana.

— Kak? Eme oqny?

— XOTb JIecsATh — 3TOr0 BCE PaBHO HE XBATHUT, YTOOBI BO3AaTh TeOe noinkHOe. Hackonbko MHE
U3BECTHO, B Tas moskasnoBan xop Manbepu — camble MPEKpPacHbIE€ T0JI0Ca, KOTOPHIE TOJBKO MOXKHO
npeacTaBuTh. OHU JOJDKHBI CTIETh Ha OECIIJIATHOM TPEICTABIICHHUH. . .

Jlopuc mpomoipKan pasMBIIUIATE BCIyX, HO Dnmcca yxe He caymana. Bo umsa Csera, eit
CHOBa MpEeACTOMT BbIWTM Ha Oankon! OHa elBa yclenaa OINPaBUTHCS IOCIE CBOEH CBaabOBI.
Kazanoce, Bechb TamnuHOp coOpascsi Ha TJaBHOHM IUIOWAAM NEpe] JBOPLOM, UYTOObI CIaBUTh
HOBOOpauHbIX. Ho Dinncce Ob110 HE 10 BECENbS.

Heckonbko et Hazaza ¢ 3Toro OainkoHa oHa HaOmoana 3a kazHeio Topa. U Tenepp yxacHble
BOCIIOMHMHAHHUS OXWIH, CIOBHO BCE CIY4YMJIOCh Buepa. Jiucca Oblaa morpsiceHa. Bl mpunuioch
onepethcsl Ha pyky Jlopuca. CrpailiHoe BUIEHHE CHOBA CTOSJIO y Hee Mepel Ila3aMH, U OT HEro
ObLIO HE U30aBUTHCS.

Ha, Jlopuc Hacnaxpaercs I000BbIO M BHUMAHHMEM CBOMX I[OJJIaHHBIX, KOTOpBIE €ro
M0-HACTOsIIEMY JIIOOAT. A OHa 1O CHX NOp B3/paruBaeT, KOrja KTO-TO Ha3biBaeT ee «Barie
BenuuecTBo». OHM JKE€HAThl MOYTH TPU MECALA, U OHA MO-TIPEKHEMY UYBCTBYET ce0sl caMO3BaHKOM,
KOTOpas 3aHMMaeT uyxkoe mecto. Korga Dinucca kajgoBanach MyXY, OH TOJIBKO CMEsUICS, 11eJI0Bal
€€ U YMOJISJ MPEeKpPaTUTh 3TU pa3roBopbl. Ho B MOKOsX, OTBEAEHHBIX DJHCCE, BCE €IIe BUTAI
apomar JIyX0B, KOTOPBIMH TOJIb30Basack Hatipus. CJ10BHO BOCTIOMUHAHMUSI.

— Hy tak noOpsi3rait ceoumu, — coBeroBan Jlopuc. Ho oT ero coseroB TOnKy Mano. OH
CJIMILIKOM JIFOOUT €€, U BO3pakaTh OECCMBICICHHO.

Kpowme Toro, Dnuccy 6ecrnokomnio, 4to kuteau TalumHopa CIMIIKOM ObICTPO MPHUHSUIU ee. A
Bellb OHU Tak 00w KoposeBy Haitputo! Ho crapeiii Kopun, BepHBIA ciiyra KOpoJsi, pacckasal
€M, Kakas J0Jiras namsrh y JHOJCH.

— OHu HuKora He 3a0yIyT OTBaXKHYIO JIEBYILKY, KOTOpasi TOpJI0 CMOTpea, Kak yOMBAIOT ee
J00MMOro. JTO camasl CTpallHasi CMEpTh, KaKyl0 TOJIbKO MOKHO MPUAYMaTh, U CMOTPETh Ha TaKoe
cTpamHo. Jlronu HUKoraa He ocyxkjaiu Bac, Bame BennyectBo. OHHU Jkajenud Bac M CTpaJiaiu
BMecTe ¢ BamMu. OT TOro, 4To COTBOPUJI C BaMH ATOT Mep3aBell ['0T, He 3ariadeT TOJIbKO KaMEHHOE
cepaue. M xoraa noureHHslit [ MHT ymep, Bce Mbl XOTeNH Obl pa3fenuTh Ballle rope.

Dnucca Mo4YyBCTBOBaJA, KakK MO MIEKaM TEKYT CJIE3bl.

— Cnacu6o, Kopun, — nmpomenTana oHa, GiarojapHas eMy 3a MYAPBI U CBOEBPEMEHHBIH
COBeET.

— [1o3BonbTe UM J1FOOUTH Bac, Bamie BenuyecTBo. Jlydiiei moapyru Ajist HalIero rocynaps He
HaiiTu. 1M1 oHm 310 BUAAT. Bbl — Bomiomienue TamimHOpa M BCEro JIYYIIEro, YTO B HEM €CTh.
Munocepaue, Kpacota, yTOH4Y€HHOCTb, JIFOOOBb K 3€MJI€, IPOCTBIM JIFOZSM, 3BEPSM U NTULAM. .. Bbl



y>K€ OTKPBUIM TISATH IIKOJI M Ha 3TOM HE ocTaHoBUTech. OOyd4as neTeid, Bbl 3a00TUTECh O OymayIeM,
HO He 3a0pIBaeTe M mpoluioe. Brl 3HaeTe TpaBbl, Bbl HOcuUTe 3HaK HempukocHOBeHHOM. 3emiist
TannuHOpa rOBOPUT BalllUMH YCTaMHU.

Crapbli ciayra ymep uepes3 JABa JHS IOCIE€ 3TOW Oecenbl, 1 HUKTO HE OIUIAKUBAJl €ro Tak
ropbKo, Kak Dinucca. Ero Mmyzapsie cioBa Bce ellie 3Bydaiu y Hee B yiiax. Jla, oHa 10JKHa J0BEPSATh
cebe. Ona — HoBass koposeBa TamiuHopa. ToJIbKO Tak OHa CMOJKET 3aBOEBaTh YBa)KCHHE
MO/JTAHHBIX.

[IycTh OHa HOCUT OAEKIbl U3 JAOPOrMX TKAHEH, CIUT Ha LIEJKOBBIX IMPOCTBHIHSX, MYCTh €l
MIPUCIY)KUBAIOT THICSYM CIYT, HO B Jylle OHAa BCE paBHO ocTaercs Onuccanapoi KsuH wu3
[Tycromnoi Tonu. Y mycTh npuaBOpHBIE YOSXKIAIOT €€ 0/1eBaThCs Ooraye, MpUKa3bIBaTh CIyram, a
He npocuTh ux. OHa OyJeT nocrynarh Tak, Kak e HpaBUTCSL.

Haiipusi, xoTopoii oHa BocXHIllajgach, MOIJIa MOPOM MOKAa3aThCAd HAaJMEHHOW, HO 3TO Oblia
JIUIIb IPUBBIYKA JiEpkKaTh ce0s1 0COOEHHBIM 00pa3oM, KOTOpasi B KPOBU y BBICOKOPOIHBIX. PaboTas
cekperapem y Jlopuca, Dnrcca moutu Bce BpeMsi HAXOJWIACh PSIIOM C HUM U IOHsIA: MOJYyYUB
TPOH IO HACJEACTBY, OH HHUKOIJIa HE IO3BOJSI ce0e HEIOCTOMHBIX MOCTYIKOB M HE YyCTaBaj
JI0Ka3bIBaTh CBOE IMPaBO HOCHUTh KOpoHY. Kopoib HOKEH 3aciyXuThb JOBEpHE IOJJIaHHBIX,
TOBOPHJI OH.

Her, pa3 yx el cyxneHo ObUIO CTaTh KOPOJIEBOM, OHA OYyJEeT MPaBUTh TaK, KaK MOXET U
cuuTaeT HykHbIM. [lo-cBOEMY.

BoTt nouemy ceiiuac oHa Haxouach Ha KyxHe. BoT nmoueMy oHa, 3akaTaB pyKaBa HapsIHOTO
I1aThsl, B30MBaIa 3aBapHOM KpeM, J1a TaK yCepAHO, YTO Ha JIOY BRICTYIHIIN OMCEpUHKHU IOTAa.

— Hy kak? — oHa cyHyJa JepeBsIHHYIO JOMAaTOUYKYy B CMECh U MPOTSAHYJIA IOBapUXeE.

Toncryxa oboxana Omuccy. Ux apyxba HOCWIa OTTEHOK rpyOOBaTOM JTOBEPUTEIHHOCTH,
KOTOPYIO 00€ CUHTAIIN HEOOXOTUMOTA.

— Bpsin nu s Mory cka3ath Bamemy BenndecTBy, 4TO MHE HE HPaBUTCSL.

— 'oBopm mporite, — Dnucca yneioHynack. — [loBeneBaro Tebe mpuaupaThes.

— Hy... — noBapuxa nonpo06oBajia IbIIIHYIO KEITYI0 Maccy Ha JIolaTouke. — BOCXUTUTENbHO,
Bamre Benmnuectso.

Dnucca BCIIECHYa pyKaMHu.

— IpaBna?

— IIpaBaa, — oTo3BasIachk MoBapuxa, KOTOpasi U B CaMOM JI€JI€ HE KpUBUJIA IYIION. — A Tenepb
nepenenTe ero B YUCTYI0 KacTpronto — Jlxoe Bam nomoxker. K Beuepy 3actoiHeT. Brl Bce Ha sery
CcXBaThIBacTe, Bale BenmnduecTBO.

— MHe Tak MoHpaBUJIOCh TOTOBUTH, — IPU3HANIACH DJIUCCa, yTUpas 100 PYKOM.

— Buxy, BUXKy, — TOJICTyXa MOJIOKKJIA Ha CTOJI CBOIO JIOOMMYIO HoBapewky. — Toiabko He
yBiekaiitecb. Bam yxxe HaBepx mopa. Tak uTo cTynaiTe B CBOM HOKOU M FOTOBBTECH K IPA3JIHUKY.
Kaxk Bl mokaxkerech 06JaropoAHBIM TOCIOAaM B TakoM Bue? Mokpas, myHII0Bas, 4YTO TBOS pPo3a...
CrynaiiTe, cTymaite, MOt MHJIasi KOPOJIEBA, a TO Ero Bemn4ecTBO yCTPOUT MHE B30OYUKY.

Omucca Hagyna ryOku. Crpsitatbess Obl 31ech, Ha KyxHe... Ho moBapuxa mpaBa: HYXHO
rOTOBUTHCS K NpasaHecTBaM. He To, 4to oHa He Oblia OjarogapHa JIOSM, KOTOPbIE OKPYKUIIU €€
TakUM BHHUMaHHEM — HaIlPpOTUB, OHO el ibcTuiio. Ho 3a uTto eif Bce aT0?

Ona BbITEpSIa PYKH, TOCIELINIA B CBOM IMOKOH... U Ha CaMOM IIOPOT€ CTOJIKHYJIach C
JIKUIIOM, KOTOPBIN TOKE Ty/1a HAIIPABIISLJICS.

— Tsl MeHs x1an? — yAUBIEHHO CIIpocuiia Jiucca.

KOHoma HakJIOHWIICS U TOLIETIOBAI €€ B IIEKY.

— Iloxoxe, MaMa, HUKTO He 3HaeT, rjae Te0s uckarb. Hy KoMy mHpuaeT B roOJOBY HCKATh
koposeBy TamnuHopa Ha KyxHe? KoponeBy, KoTopasi pacXa)KMBAaeT MO JIBOPILY C HOT JI0 TOJIOBHI B...
Uto 510? MyKa?

— Ox, ycnokotica. eM naBaii BEITIbEM ¢ TOOOW XOJIOAHOTO JIsl.

— Ona?!

Dnucca moAMUTHYIA.

— Tonpko He roBopu Ero BemuyecTBy, 4TO s MPUCTPACTHIIACH K JIETKOMY TaJLTMHOPCKOMY



amm10. OH U3 KOXU BOH JIE3ET, NMbITAsICh NPUYIUTh MEHS K U3bICKAHHBIM BUHAM.

— Dt1o OyneT Hala TaiftHa, o0eriaro, — ckazan JKuin 1 mociaeaoBai 3a Hell.

Korpa nBeps mpuemHON 3axioOnHyjgach, Jiucca IMpHKazaja €My CECTb, NpHKazaja Cllyre
IpUHECTH JBa OOKaja 3Jis W 3aHsjach TyasneroMm. Kakas e oHa KpacaBuua... PasrmsnbiBas ee,
JLxun HUKOTJa HE IepecTaBall 3TOMY YIUBIATHCSA. YMBIBIIMCh M CMEHHUB CBOE IOBCEJHEBHOE
IJ1aThe Ha JJIMHHYIO MATKYIO COPOUKY, JiHcca Ka3ajiach 0€33a00THOM U coBceM r0oHOW. Brpouewm,
JIxun 3HaJ1, 4TO €ro MpueMHas MaTh U B CAMOM JIeJIe MOJIO/Ia: OHA JIMIIb HEJaBHO BCTPETUIIA CBOE
NBaALATH nAToe JieTo. Ho MHOTO 1M B KOPOJIEBCTBE KEHILUH, KOTOPbIE, OyIy4r MOJIOXKE, CPABHATCS
C HeHl kpacoToi?

On 6orotBopmia Dnucey. Jla, CBOO POJHYIO MaTh, KOTOpas JIOOMIa €ro BCEM CEpIleM, OH
Hukorna He 3a0yner. Ho ¢ HemaBHux mop Jlxui cuurtan mareppio Onuccy. Korna oH Bnepsbie
Ha3BaJl eée MaMoii, OHa 3aruiakana. To coBO caMO COpPBAJIOCh Y HEro ¢ r'y0, HO MOCIE IOHOIIA 3Bajl
CBOIO HAaCTaBHUILY TOJIBKO TaK: OH YK€ IOHsUI, 4TO € 3To HpaBuTCS. Jla U cam OH ropauics, 4To
MOJKET 3BaTh €€ MaTepPbIO... U TyMaTh O HEH, Kak 0 MaTepu. ITO OBLJIO HA YIUBJIEHHE IIPOCTO.

Cakcen monuman ero. Mmenno kiyk ckazan Jkwity, 94TO eMy HE CTOUT KOPHUTH cebsi 3a To,
YTO KaKas-TO JKEHIMHA 3aHsula B €ro cepjue mecto matepu. JIro00Bb MaTepu U pedeHKa — caMoe
YICTOE M CBSTOE, YTO €CTh Ha CBETE, a €CJIM OHU HE CBSA3aHbl y3aMU KpoBH... Kakas pasHuna?
Onucca JIIOOUT ero, Kak ChlHAa, a eMy He HaJo OOpOThCS ¢ cO0OM, YTOOBI CUMTATh €€ MATePhI0 —
HY>KHBI JIM IpyrHe J0Ka3aTelIbCTBAa TOMY, YTO OHU CBSI3aHbl 3TUMU yyAecHbIMU y3amu? Ho Gosbiie
Bcero Jlxuia ycrnokoun apyrod oo kiyka. Ilo ero cioBam, ponnas marbs [[kuna crpanana,
OCTaBHB CBOETO ChIHA B 3TOM MHUpE, HO TEIEepPbh MOXKET N30aBUTHCS OT YyBCTBA BUHBI U, IEPEHECSChH
B Jpyrue chepsl, HalJET TaM YCIIOKOEHHE.

— B mo0om cityyae... — KIyK paccMesuicss M MOXJIONaJl MalbuuKa IO CIUHE, — KTO HE JIIOOUT
Onuccy?

Teneps JIxun cMOTpes, Kak €ro Marh yrHe3nujach Ha cBoel Jrobumoit code. Koponera
Tammropa... [lopoit emy ObIT0 TpyaHO B 3TO MoBepuTh. Ho KOoposib 6e3 yma ot ero marepu. OHu
ObUIM YIMBUTEIBHO KPACHUBOM Mapoi, UX CMEX 4acTO OIJiallal KOpUAOpbl U mepexosl asopua. [a,
€ro MaTh CYaCTIMBA, U Hapoa TammHopa, orutakaB KopoJieBy Halipuro, cHOBa paayercs, T, KaK
KpEIHET UX JIF0O0Bb.

— Korpga naunHarotcest TopakectBa? — cpocuil J[Kuil, 3Hasl, 4TO 3TOT BOIPOC BBI3OBET y Hee
pazapaxenue. U npasaa, Dinucca moMOpIINIIACh.

— B cemb. 3naenb, [xui, MHE NOTPeOYIOTCS T'OJIbl, YTOOBI K STOMY NPUBBIKHYTb.

—He BeinymbIBail, Mama. Thl XK€ MNPUPOXKIEHHAS KOPOJEBA, — OH CKIOHWICS, YTOOBI
MOLIEJIOBATh €€ B J100. — Thl MPOCTO ATOr0 HE NOHUMAEIIb.

— Tr1 roBopHIIBb COBCEM Kak Ero BennuecTso.

Ona cHOBa MOMOPIIMIACH, HO HA ATOT pa3 mpuunHa ObuTa MHOW. J[XKWJT HE MoTajmbIBaeTCs O
IpaBje, KOTOpasi CKpbIBAETCA 3a ATUMHU ciioBaMu. Ho OH cTaHOBUTCS Bce 0OJibIIe M OOJIbILE TOX0XK
Ha OTLA, U CKOpPO MPHUAETCS paccka3aTh, moyemy. Kakoe-To BpemMsi MOKHO yXOAUTh OT pa3roBopa,
HO HUYEro XOopouiero u3 3toro He BbiiAer. llluna B memike He yrauib. Koe-KTo U3 IpUIBOPHBIX U
CIIYT yX€ 3aUKalTCs O TOM, YTO MOMOIIHUK MIpaiiM-oduiiepa CIUIMIKOM MHOTO BPEMEHH IIPOBOJAUT
B 0011ecTBe KOpoJisi U KOposieBbl. «OH MOapa)kaeT KOPOJII0, TaK K€ XOJUT, TaK )Ke pa3roBapuBacT,
Jake BHEIIIHE Ha HEro MoX0». BoT 4To Kak-To pa3 ciaydailHO yciblmana Diaucca. Tak OHO M eCTh,
HO ee OECIOKOUIIM HE Pa3roBOpbl, a To, yTo JI>kui He 3Hall paBibl. OH TaKOTO HE 3aCiTyKuUI.

Hecomuenno, mMHorue BO ABopue 3aBUAyt0T JKuily: HE ycCIeau OIVISIHYThCS, a €ro yxke
Ha3HAYWJIM TOMOIIHUKOM mpaiimM-o¢uuepa. Emie Obl, 3TOT OHel yXe KOMaHAYeT pPaTHHUKAMH,
KoTopble eMy B oTubl rojsarcs! Cnacubo Cery 3a Xepeka, 3a €ro MyJIpOCTb, 32 €0 COBETHI U
HacTaBieHus. OH ObIBalblii BOMH, Ha HEro0 BCErJa MOKHO IIOJIOKUTBHCS, HO TJaBHOE — OH
cormacuwics c¢ HazHaueHueM JDxwna. Korma Onmcca chopocuna mnpaiim-oduinepa, TOT C
YAMBUTEIBHON NPSIMOTOM 3asBWJ, 4TO J[KWMI — €AVMHCTBEHHBIM W3 BCEM KOPOJIEBCKOW CTPaXKH,
KOTOPOTO OH caM Obl Ha3HAYUJI CBOUM [IPEEMHHUKOM.

— [lapHto OyzneT Henerko noOUTHCS yBaxkeHus, Barie BennuecTBo, — ckazan el Xepek, — HO 'y
HEro JUid 3TOro ecTh Bce. Jlymaro, OH CpaBUTCA.



— 51 To)xe Ha 3TO Hajeroch, Xepek. Panu ero Omara... BeppTe B Hero, Bamie BennuectBo. S
noBepui Obl eMy JlaXke 3allMIIAaTh Bally KH3Hb. ByJeT xopoiio, eciiv mapeHb HauHeT YYUThCS Kak
MOJKHO paHblie. EcIM 4TO-TO CO MHOM CIIy4HTCS. ..

Dnucca He Jlana eMy JOTrOBOpPUTh. Xepek Bcerna eil Hpasuiicsa. OH Bceraa roBOpuil npsiMo, He
Urpaj cilioBaMH, HE JbCTUJ U TE€pPHETb HE MOr ImycToil OosroBHU. OH ObLI BCeil nymioil mpenan
TannuHOopy M ero BOWMCKY, HO HE TpaTWJ JIMIIHUX CJIOB W HE JIIOOWI HIYyTHUTh, U THOPOH 3TO
TPAKTOBAJIM NPEBPATHO. DJMcca 3HaNa, Kakoe J00poe y HEro cepiue: 3TOT 4YeloBeK 3a00Tuics o
Heill B mepBble Mecalbl nocie rudenu Topa. A Kak MOYKHO 3a0bIThb COCTpajaHue, KOTOPOE OH
BbIKa3biBall Topy Bo Bpems ka3HM? CakceH TOoxke yBaxaeT Xepeka. Djucca He Kejaja Jaxe
CJIBIIIATh 3TU HaMEKU Ha OJM3KYI0 cMepTh npaim-oduiepa. a u Jxuny noHagoOuTcs emie MHOro
JIeT, IPEX/IE YeM OH CyMEeT CMEHUTh XepeKa Ha MOCTY.

bnaronaps crapanusim CaluieMEHTPO MY3bIKaHThI IpeB3ouuIn camu ceOs. Emie Obl, oHM
UTPAIN U KOPOJISl U KOpoJieBbl TaymmHOpa... a Te TaHIEeBAJIM OT AYIIH, TI0JaBasi IpUMep TOCTSIM.
[Tocne depensr ObICTpHIX TaHIeB CaIeMEHTPO Aajl TAHIYIOIIUM TIEPEBIIIKY H CIIeN IECHIO,
KOTOPYIO COYMHHII Ui KOpojeBbl B 4ecTh ee JlHsa Hapeuenms. [lecHs Obuta Becemasi, M1 CKOpO
MIPUTIEB TIOJXBATHI HE TOJIKO XOp, HO M BCE, KTO HAXOAWJICS B 3ajie. Diucca, pacTporaHHas,
yrupana cie3bl. Ho BOT cHOBa 3aurpasna My3blka, FOCTH MOKUHYJIHM Kpecia, u Jlopuc mosen cBoro
CYIPYTY € BO3BBIIICHHS, HA KOTOPOM CTOSUTH WX TpOHBI. TaHer Ha3bBaiics «O0aupaeM uBy».

— JlaBait oTHOXHEM, — B3MOJIMJIACh DJIHMCCa.

Jlopuc pacxoxoTascs Tak, 4TO MO/ MOTOJIKOM OI'POMHOTIO 3aj1a OTKJIMKHYJIOCH 3XO.

— Ecimu 10 kKoHIIa Bedepa Ha TBOMX IPEJICCTHBIX PYYKax HE IMOSBHUTCS HU OJIHOTO CHHSIKA,
3aBTpa JKIW TOBTOpeHUs. Thl 3Haempb mpaBwia. Ecmu Tel ctanmeBana «OOampaeM WBY» W HE
MOJTy9YHJIa CHHSKOB, 3HAYUT, IJIOXO TaHIEBaIA.

— Tl MyuuTenb, HE 3HAIOLIMU JKAJIOCTH, — LIENHYJA KOpPOJIEBA, IPEXKIEC YEM €€ CHUSAIOIIHN
CYIPYT SIPOCTHO 3aKPYTHJI €€ U MOATOJIKHYI K CJIEIYIOIEMY TaHIOpy. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, eii OoJibliie
HET HYXXJIbl BBIXOJIUTh Ha OalIKOH, HaMOMHMIA cebe Ducca, U OT 3TOro Ha Jymie craio jerde. Ee
MOJIZTAHHBIE YBUJICITM CBOMX IPABUTEIICH, MTOCIH, BHIIMUJIM, a TENeph Pa3OILINCh U BECEIUIINCh KTO
/i€ ToXenaeT. Diucca MOMHIIA, KaKk MMJIOCTHUBO yiiblOanach, a ¢ IUIOIIAAU HEeCIUCh Kpuku. Jlroau
MIPUBETCTBOBAJIU €€, YKEJIAJIH JI0JITUX JET U BCEro, BCEr0 HAWIy4lIero.

[Tocne «obaupanust UBbD BCE YTOMMIIMCH M paccenuch 1o mectam. Ciayru CHOBaIM IO 3ally,
MTOJHOCS Pa3rOPSIYCHHBIM TAHIIOpaM KPY)KKH C 3JIeM M KYOKH C JISTKUM XOJIOJHBIM BHHOM. BoT
KOMY HE JI0 BECEJIbsl, TaK ATO KOPOJIEBCKOM CcTpake: ceiiuac BOMHBI XOIMIIM 10 TOPOIY U CISAUIIH 32
TE€M, 4TOOBI BECEIhE HE CTAIO CIUIIKOM OypHBIM. A cam JDXwi... Dnucca TOJIBKO ycrela O HeM
MOoAyMaTh, KaK IOHOIIIA IEPECEK 3aJl U MOJI0IEN K HEH.

— He cmeit, Jxun, — npenynpeaunia oHa, TPUIOAHUMASCH B KpPECIIE.

— Cnenyromuii Tanen — Mmoil, Bame BenmuectBo. Heyxkenu Bbl OTKaKeTe CBOEMY CBHIHY,
IIPOCTOMY BOMHY, Ha rja3ax y Bcex? — OH HU3KO MOKJIOHUJICS.

— TwI 3HaeMIb, 4TO S HEHABIIKY Bac 00oux? — Dnrcca Opocuiia THEBHBIN B3rJsA1 Ha Jlopuca u
Jxuna. 3aroBopmuki. .. OHa MEIBKOM OTMETHJIA, YTO YJABIOAIOTCS OHU OJIMHAKOBO.

— Knsnyces Tebe, Dmnucca, 310 mocineaHui, — mpomentai Jlopuc. — A moroM s cracy Teos,
yBeAy HaBepX ...

— Unewm, Jlxun, — nepebuna Dnucca U, HE yAEpKaBIINCh, IIENHYyJIa eMy Ha yxo: — He 3Hato,
9TO T€Os1 OOJIBIIIE YTOMHT — TAHIIBI UJIH... TO, O YEM ThI TTOyMaJl.

Crnyckasice B 3aj1, oHa Opocuia ucnenenstoumii B3rsiy Ha CanieMeHTpo, KOTOPbI TOXe
y4acTBOBAJI B 3aroBope. My3bIKaHThI 3aUTPAJIA YTO-TO BPOJI€ BECEJION IEPEBEHCKOM JKUTH, U 3TO
OBLJIO HECTIPOCTA.

— O, «Mwutblii teMoH», MOst itoOuMast, — cka3an Jkui, ycibimas, kak Dnucca 3actoHana. OH
HaCJIaXKJaJICS.

— S Benro ka3HUTH CalljIeMEeHTpO.

Ho Tyt mro0siiuii ChIH 3aKpyXuil ee, U DIUCCEe MOKa3aloCh, YTO BCE ACTBA, KOTOPHIMHU €€
MOTYEBAIM HA MHPY, ceiidac mompocstcs Hapyxky. OHa BCeraa cuuTala, 4YTO B OTOM TaHIE €CTh



YTO-TO HECHPABEUIMBOC: JKCHINWHAM MPUXOJUTCS KPYKUTHCS BOJIYKOM, a MY>KUYHMHBI, KOTOPHIE
3aCTaBIISIIOT UX 3TO JI€N1aTh, TOJbKO MPUTOINBIBAIOT.

Her, Hago ocTtaHOBUTBCA — TrojioBa yxe uIET KpyroMm... Ho Tyr BuUCKM packoiiona
HeBbIHOCHMas 00Jib. DJucca Jaxe He MOHsIa, OCTAHOBUJIACh OHA WJIM MPOJOJDKAET TaHLeBaTh. A
My3bikaHThl? OHa BHeNa, Kak Ha juie Jkuia mosBiIseTcs TPEeBOTa, KaKk OH MpeJiaraeT el pyky.
Ero ry0sr meBenuaucey, HO Daucca HUYETo He ciblmana. Vcuesnu Bce 3ByKH, JIUIIB B yIIAX CTOSII
3JI0BEUIUH TYII.

E#t crano crpamHo. Dnmcca ormisiaenach, uia riaazamu Jlopuca. Kopons yxe O6exan Kk HUM,
OJIeTHBIN OT yXKaca.

[ToToM ryn B ymax npekpaTuics, U oHa ycibliana 38Bykd. HaBepHo, oHa He 3a0yeT 3Toro 10
KOHIIA XW3HH... VICTOIIHBIM BOIUIb MYXYHHBI, MOTOM CTpallHas THUIIWHA W THXUWA IICTOT.
enTanuck aBoe, HO Diucca He Morjia pa3oOparh HU ciioBa. VI cHOBa KpUK, UCIOJIHEHHBIH MYKHU.
Kazanocsk, 0T 3T0OTO 3BYyKa €e yepen pa3neTutcs Ha Kycku. I1o kpudaino Cepane Jlecos. bois cTama
HECTepIUMOH, 1 Diucca 0e3 YyBCTB yrnajia B 00bATUS KOPOJIS.

B 3ane mawamace cymaroxa. My3bika CTHXJIa, TOCTSM OBUIO YK€ HE 110 Becenbs. JIKu
OTJIaBaJl MPHUKA3bl CIyraM U MakaM — OHH JOJDKHBI ObLTM HEMeJUIeHHO npuBecTH KenBuHa, HOBOro
npuaBopHOro Jiekaps. Koposib, moTpsiceHHBIN, CHAET Ha XOJIOJHOM KAaMEHHOM IIOJIy M Kayail
roJIOBOM, HE JKeJasi BEpUTh B TO, YTO Mpou3ouio. «OHa He MOXKET, HE JOJDKHA yMEpeThb, IpaBia?»
— CHpamuBaiy ero riasza. Kl moiMan ero B3IJIA, W IOHOIIA YAWBICHHO TOXKai redamu. OH
TO’KE€ HUYEro He MOHUMAJL.

—Ona npiuuT, Bamre BennuecTBO, — MPOroBOPMII OH, YTOOBI XOTh HEMHOIO YTEIIMTH
Kopouisi. — OTHeceM ee B MOKOH.

— BbI TaHueBanu, — npoJieneran Jlopuc, — v BIpYyr OHa 3acThlila, KaK BKOIAHHAA. . .

— 4 3nar0. Unemte, Baiie Bem4ecTBo, MpoIiry Bac.

JIKUn COMHOM 4yBCTBOBAJ B3IUIAABI NPUABOPHBIX M rocred. YynHoe mnpencrasieHue. U
3aBTpa BeCh ABOpeL] OyAeT I'yAEeTh OT CIUIETEH.

—T'ocynaps... — 10HOIIA HAarHyJICA U MOJHsUT DIJIMCCY, KOTOpas BCe €lle JieXana Ha pykax y
Jlopuca. — [1o3BonbpTe MHE. A BBl IPOBOJMTE HAC B €€ MIOKOH.

Kpuku, koTopble TOHECTUCH U3 IPYroro KOHIIA 3aja, 3aCTaBHIIM KOPOJISl OYHYThCSL.

— Jla... xoneuHo, — Jlopuc kuBHyn. Teno KOpoJieBbl OBIJIO TAKMM MaJCHBKUM M JIETKUM, YTO
€ro MOT HECTH U pebeHOK. — Mmem.

[Ipoxons uepes 3ai1, Jlopuc ornsHyncs. CamieMeHTpo Jiekall Ha TOJy, OKPYKEHHBIH TOJIOM
IIepENyraHHbIX TOCTEN.

JIxun Toxke 3aMeTHI1 MeHecTpelisi. YenoBek, KOTOPBIM MOYTH Tak ke OJIM30K ero MaTepu, Kak
U OH caM... Momoaoi odumep moao3Ban llepuca — 3TOT 4enmOBEK AABHO CIYKHJ MPU JBOPE U
CJIaBUJICSL CBOEH OCBEOMIIEHHOCTBIO.

— Ckopee, Llepuc. Haiinute cebe momoniHnkoB, 6epute CalsieMEHTPO | CICIYUTE 3a HAMU. ..

— Iloxoxe, oHHM 00a BBINMIM IJIOXOIO BHHA, @ MOXET ObITh, UYTO-TO CBHENIH, — C HAJEKIOU
n00aBUJI IOHOLIA.

Top yuns ['uieoHa cTaHOBUTHCS HEBUAUMBIM.

— Tr1 mpocTo MyTHEewb, I 'naeon, — Jlaypun paccmesuiace. — I1noxo crapaenibcesi.

— 4l craparoch, — OKAIIOBAJICS OH.

—Ha camom nene 310 HecnokHO, — ckazan Top.— ['J1aBHOE — MONMH, Kak 3TO JEJIAeTCH.
PaccnaObest u3nytpu. Bugums [era?

— Buxy.

— Ilyctp HaOyxaroT. [103B0JIb UM Kak ObI IOTJIOTUTH T€0S U3HYTPH, HO HE J1aBail UM BOJIU.

['uneon 3aTaui AbIXaHUe, IBITAACh CIPABUTHCS C HAPACTAIOLIEH B HEM CHUJIOM.

— He nwiTaiics nepenomuth 3Ty cuiy, ['mpeon. Tel eto ympasisems, a oHa He ToOoi. He
CTUCKHUBaM 3yObl. [[pImn.

MaJibuuK UIyMHO BBIIOXHYII.

— Xopoo. A Ternepb MOBTOPH BCE, YTO 5 TeOs MOoKa3bIBal... MeieHHO.



OH ckopee 4yBCTBOBaJ, YeM BHUJEI, UYTO JE€JaeT ero chiH. ['upeon Hayan npeBocxoaHo. Bot
OH IPOM3HEC HYXKHBIE CJIOBa U IpEeBpaTWCA B cTapHuka... JlaypuH 3aBu3)Kajza OT BOCTOpra.
Ckouibko ee OpaT ousics Hazt ATUM!

B stor mur Topy nokasanoch, 4To roji0oBa packaibiBaeTcsi. OH TOJBKO YTO CUJEI, CKPECTUB
HOTHY, HaIllpOTUB CbIHA — JIa TaK W yIlaj HaB3HWYb, HE B CWJIaX MOLUEBEIMTHCS U JaKe MEePEBECTH
IyX.

Panom cxopumncs 'maeoH. JlaypuH cTHCHYyna pykamMu BHUCKH, €€ JIMIO HCKa3Wja MyKa, B
OKpPYTJIMBLINXCS IU1a3ax Obuta Mosib0a. OTer Mor n30aBUTh €€ OT ATOTO yXKaca.

Tonbko ObI HE TUIIUTHCS YyBCTB. .. [locneaaum ycunuem Top KOCHYIICS pa3yma COKOJIa.

«KiyT!..» — mpokpuyan oH.

«Temesnycy...

bonbmie Top Huyero He ycnpiman. Cokon ymaja Ha 3€MIIO, CIOBHO MEPTBBIM, U HE
HieBenuics. MArkuit Mox He J1ajl eMy pa3OuThes.

Cas13b pa3yMoB IpepBajach — Topy Moka3anock, 4To JIONHYJIA Tyro HaTsdHyTas TeTuBa. Eie
OJlHa BCHbIIIKA CTpAIIHOM 00JM, W B CIEAYIOIUA MHUI OH IOKHHYJI COOCTBEHHOE TEJO.
CkopueHHOE, OHO OCTaJIOCh JISKATh Cpeau TpaBbl U Mxa. Psmom 3acteumm ['maeon u Jlaypun. Top
00JIbIIIe HE YYBCTBOBAI 00JIM, HO ObLIT OXBaueH CMATEHHEM... U yxacoMm.

Temesuyc. Kyt ycrien HazBaTh ums Jlecsitoro. 910 MOTJIO O3HA4YaTh TOJBKO OJIHO: BEJIUKAH
nan. Opiiak BeIpBaJICS Ha CBOOOY.

CakceH TOXe MOYYBCTBOBAJI HEBBIHOCHMYIO 00Jib. [IoTOM y HEro B rojioBe pas3jmaics KpUK,
MIOJIHBII OTYASIHUS U MYKH, U KIIYK Opocuiicsi K QUITHCY: HEJaBHO MCLEICHHBIN KapJIUK MPEeaI0oKUI
emy noryisate B Cepaie JlecoB. Ho CakceHy ymanoch caenarh JIMIIb HECKOJIBKO maroB. OH ymai
KaK HO)IKOIHGHHI)Iﬁ U MOI' JIMIOb CYJOPOKHO XBaTaTb PTOM BO3AYX, NbITAaACh CIIPABUTHCA C
00JIBIO. .. ¥ MOJISICh, YTOOBI OHA TIOCKOpEe yIIja.

Te xe myku ucnsiThiBanu ConuaHa u Apalensia, KOTOpble HAaXOJIWIMCh B JAPYroil yactu
BOJIIEOHOTO Jeca.

@UIruc CTosl moj OrpOMHBIM AyOOM M, 3alIPOKHHYB I'OJIOBY, U BOCXHILIEHHO DPAa3TJIsibIBal
€ro BEpIIMHY, Korja 00jb MpOH3WIAa €ro MajieHbkoe Teno. Jlexa Ha 3eMje M Kopyach, Kapiuk
IyMas O TOM, YTO HE CTpajall TaK Jake BO BpeMsl cpakeHuid ¢ OpiiakoM... ¥ BAPYT 3aIulakall, HO He
ot 60omu. durruc noHs, OTKyAa oHa npunuia. Ero apyr-BenukaH maji moj )KECTOKMMHU yAapamu
IOHOTO Oora.

MaBa 31
MpusbiB

Top cHoBa neten. OH yXe 3HaJl, YTO MPOUCXOUT: HEYTO MOJOOHOE EMY JIOBEIOCH MEPEXKUTD
BO Bpems OercrBa u3 Kapanyna, korzna npunuioch nokuHyTh Teno Kumyra. [IpaBma, Ha 3TOT pas
cTpax ObLI KyzAa cuibHee. I MOXKHO ObUIO HE COMHEBATHCS: OH JIETUT HABCTPEUY ATOMY CTpaxy.

Bneszanno nosier npekparwics. [lepen Topom crossin ABoe: MPEKPACHBIA 30J0TOBOJIOCHIN
roHOMma U Morydynii Benukad. Opnak u Temesuyc... Ctpannoe neno: Top kak OyATO cTajn 4acThiO
FOHOTO 00ra, CibllIall BCe €ro MbICIH, pa3Jeisil ero YyBCTBa.

Opnak yXe MOHsUI, YTO MOCJIEJHHE Y3bl €1a0€l0T, U BHE3AIHO MCIOJIHWIICSA KAJIOCTH K
BenukaHy. CTOJIBKO BEKOB JIMIIIb Ha HEM Jepkaiiock OparctBo IlanamuaoB. Cusoi cBoero pasyma
Opnak oxoneBall Jep3Kux xpadperoB oaHoro 3a Apyrum. Ho Bce Bpems, moka mpojjoinkanacs OuTsa
BOJILIEOHBIX CUJI, OHU ¢ Teme3uycom Mmo4yemy-TO 3HaJIM: UMEHHO BEJIMKaHYy MPEACTOUT BCTYIUThH B
MOCJIETHIOIO CXBATKYy... U MOTEPIETh MOPaKEHUE.

Wx cBs3piBanu cTpaHHble yyBcTBa. HecOMHEHHO, OHM HEHAaBHJAEIM JIPYr JIpyra, HO B 3TOM
HEHaBHUCTH OCTaBAJIOCh MECTO OJIAropoJICTBY M IIyOOKOMY MOYTeHHUI0. BoT mouemy ceituac Opiak
6611 onevasieH. CKOJIBKO HY>KHO OTBaru, YToObl MPOJ0JKaTh OOph0Y KOT'/1a 3HAEIIb, YTO 0OpEUEH.

bonb crana HeBpiHOCUMOMN. TeMe3nyc CKOpPUMIICS HA HEBUJIMMOM 10Ty BOJIILIEOHON TEMHULIBI



n BoimycTiil Opiaka. CBsi3b pa3yMOB INpepBasiach, myThl ucuesiau. FOHBINM Gor Obul cBOOOJEH U
BBIIIIEJI U3 HEHABUCTHOW KJIETH, B KOTOPOW BOJILIEOCTBO YIEPKUBAJIO €ro MHOTO BeKOB. ClIOXKHCH
KU3Hb MHA4€, OHU C BEJIMKAHOM CMOTJM Obl CTaTh Jpy3biMu. OT JI00BU 10 HEHABUCTU — OJMH
miar... 1 o0patHo Toxe. Bo3M0OXHO, OHM BCTPETATCS B APYTOM KHU3HU U MOKMYT JAPYT APYTY PYKH.

Opiak nocmotpen Ha Hanaka, Xpanurens [lamanunos.

— Yxomu, crapuk. Tebe 3aech O0IbIIIE HEUETO ETIaTh.

OH He mpITajJCs YHU3WTHh CTapuKa — OH MPOCTO cKazan mpapay. Jlumo Hamaka uckaszmio
OTYasiHuE, U OH PacChINascs, MPEeBPaTUBILIUCH B Jerkoe 001auko nbuii. OHO elle BUCENIO B BO3IYXE,
n Opiiak marHys ckBo3b Hero, 4ytoObl 1moaoiTH k Temesuycy. EMy Obl10 HY)KHO CKa3aTbh FMT'aHTy
MIOCJIETHUE CIIOBA, OT/IATh AaHb IOYTEHUSI CBOEMY MOTYYEMY IIPOTUBHHUKY.

UYro xe 10 0e3yMHOro cmexa, KOTOpbIM 00T BCTpedasl TH0esb KaXK0ro U3 CBOUX CTpaXKeH, B
HeM OoJiblie He ObUI0 HYXKIbl. OH cMesiics, YTOOBI pa303JIUTh UX, JUIIUTH Bepbl U cuibl. CMesch B
JUIO0 TeM, KTO TeOsl IUIEHWJ, CTAaHOBMILILCA CUJIbHEE: YTOOBI 3TO MOHSATh, HE O0O0S3aTEJIbHO
MIPOBOJUTH Beka B 3aToueHUU. Ho riisas Ha Morydero BelIMKaHa, KOTOPbIA KOPYHJICS Y €ro HOr,
Opnak He yyBcTBOBajd pagoctu. O, MepKya A0poro 3ariaTuT eMy. JTOT MEP3KUH YeslOBEUMILKA
BBIHYJWJI €r0 >KECTOKO YHM)XKaTh TEX, KTO 3aciIyKUBaJl cKopee ApYyxObl, yeM HeHaBHCTU. [la,
MIOHAYaJy CMOTPEeTh Ha 3T0 ObuIo Jierde. OH BCIOMHUII OJHY KpacaBully, ee 3Banu Conuana. Kak
OH HacJIaXJaJcs, BUJS ropeyb MOpakeHUsl B €€ OrpOMHBIX, I1yOokux riazax! Ho teneps... Buns
6onp durruca u ocobeHHo Temesnyca, OH HauWHaJI MOHUMAaTh BECh YXKac TOrO, 4YTO 3/IECh
MIPOUCXOJIUT.

Benukan coBcem obeccuiien. Top Buzen, uto Temeanyc yMUpAET: OH CMOT JIUIIb IPUIIOAHSTh
rOJIOBY, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETH Ha MOOETUTEIS.

— Oto0 enie He KoHel, Opiiak, — MPOXPHUIIET OH. — ITO HAYaJi0 TBOETO KOHIIA.

Top oxupan, yro Opnak 3acmeercs. Ho Oor 3aroBopui poBHO U crokoitHo. Jlaxke camoe
MPUCTPACTHOE YXO HE YJIOBUJIO ObI B €0 r0JIOCE BHICOKOMEPHSI.

— Ts1 xpabpo cpaxaics, Temesuyc. 5 ury Te0s u B TBoeM Juie — Beex [lananunos.

— MBbI elile BCTpEeTUMCsl, — OTBETHII BEJIMKaH U ucye3. TaM, rjie TOJbKO YTO JIEKAJIO €ro Telo,
oOb1na Jinib [lycTora.

Opnak B3noxHyn. Kaszamoch, OH HCKpeHHE coKajleeT O TOM, YTO CIY4WJIoch. Topy
MO-TIpEKHEMY ObLIIM OTKPBITHI BCE MBICIIU IOHOTO 00Ta, BCE €r0 BOCIIOMUHAHMUSL.

Ceituac OH BCIIOMHUHAJ, KaK yM€p €ro MpPUEMHbIA OTel. DTOT YEeJOBEK MPOMKHUJI HECKOJBKO
BEKOB — JIap, KOTOPBIM HaAeNui ero UCTUHHBIN oTer] Opinaka, Japranot. Onnako Mepkya He ObuT
OeccMepTeH, U Korja cMepTh HacTuria ero, Opiak moYyBCTBOBAJ 3TO U MpPHILENT B IpoCTh. Mepkyn
n3bexan ero raeBa. Hempicmumo! U depe3 Mur oH MoHsII, YTO AyX, KOTOPBIA HAXOAWIICS B TEJE
Mepkyna, He ObUI TyXOM IpPE3pPEeHHOro OTHa-oOMaHIuKa. OH MOKHMHYJI YMHUpAIOIlee Telo U
yHecesd... Kyna? HecomHeHHO, BEpHYJICS B TO TeJll0, KOTOpoe eMy npuHajyiexano. Ho kto 31o 6b11?
Opnak He 3Haj. 3aTO MOHSJI, YTO HEro MOSIBUJICA HOBBIM Bpar. BoT Ha Koro oH oOpywmuT cBOE
BO3ME3/ME, IPEK/E UEM YHUUTOKUTH TauiuHOD.

OpHako Jaxke OyX OCTaBIsieT cliefbl. JTOT SpKUM cllel, BEpHbI Npu3Hak cuibl, Opiak
3arnoMHUT HaBcerna. [lokamyii, He momeraeT B3IJISTHYTh Ha 3TOro Harjemna. Bot mouemy, enBa
ocBoOoiuBIINCH, Opiak nmpusBai ero. bor jerko onpenenu, rie npedbiBaeT ero OecredHblil Bpar,
OecIiepeMOHHO BBIPBAJ €T0 AYIIY U3 Tella U MOBJEK 3a co00il... O 1a, eMy 3TO ynaaoch.

«CMOTpH Ha MEHs, MOLLIEHHUK!» — KpukHYa Opak.

Ensa Temesuyc nokunyn Ilyctory, mcuesna u cama Ilyctora. Opnaky Oosblie He ObLIO
HYXKJbl HaXOJUTHCS MOJUI€ CBOEW TeMHUIIbl. Top yBHJEN, YTO CTOUT mepes OOromM Ha BBICOKOM
rope. Kaxercs, oH yxe ObIBall 3/1€Ch KOI/Ia-TO... HO YTO 3TO MEHsU10? BakHO ObLIO JIMIIL OJHO:
Opaak BepHYJICS B MUP, U3 KOTOPOTO €r0 U3THAJIU MHOT'O BEKOB Ha3a/l.

Opnnako ocBobox1eHne Opiaka ObLJI0 HE caMOi Xy/IIIe HOBOCTBIO.

«41 mepenec Tebs croa, YTOOBI ThI CTaJI CBUJIETENIEM BCEMY, UTO CIIYUUTCS, — pa3falicsi y HEro
B TOJIOBE rojioc Oora. — §l He 3Hal0, KTO Thl, HE 3HAIO0 TBOEro uMeHu. Ho oTHBIHE THI MO#1 Bpar, U 5
Haiay Tebs moBcrogy. Kakoil Obl Momipio Thl He 00Ja4aj, B CPaBHEHUM C MOEW OHAa — HMUTO.
[TpoxnsaTeiit Mepkyn ycmen ymepers u m30exan mMoero rHeBa. Ho Thl — €ro BOCIHUTAaHHUK, U 5



3acTaBiito TeOst cTpaaath. i MeHs Bbl €JUHBI, U ThI 3aIUIATUIIb 3 Ce0s U 32 HETO».

Topa oxBaTtui yxac. Ha Mur emy nokasajiocs, 4To OT €ro Bepsl B TpuenuHcTso, B Jluce, ot
€ro XpabpocTH, KOTOPOW OH Tak TOpAWJICA, HE ocTanochk u ciena. [lorom on Bcnomumn Kiyra u
otBaxHBIX [TamaguHoB. CKOJBKO OHH BRICTPAJAIH paayd Hero! JTa MBICBL IpUaaia eMy cui, u Top
CHOBA OIIYTHJI OBIOHN 3aJ10D.

bor, koTopeiit ObuT It skuTene TamnuHOpa JUIIG TepoeM MIpenaHuii... BoT modyemy oOH,
Topkun I'uHT, cran uzdbpanHeiM. JIumb cuia ero aapa, COeMHEHHAs ¢ MOIIbIO TpueauHcTBa — 4eM
Obl OHO HH OBLIO — CMOXET MPOTUBOCTOSTH MOTYyIIecTBY OpIiaka.

Top 3ameuatiien B maMmsTH BCE, YTO IMPEICTANO celyac Mepes ero MbBICIEHHBIM B30POM... a
MMOTOM OTBETHJI, CIIOKOWHO ¥ 0€CCTpacTHO:

«Kak ckazan Teme3nyc, Mbl €111€ BCTPETUMCS.

Opnak MOYYyBCTBOBaJ, KaKk B 3TOM CTPAHHOM YEJIOBEKE YTO-TO HEYJIOBMMO W3MEHMUJIOCH.
Kakas cuna ykpemnuia ero ayx, moueMy OH He maj K Horam Oora, mMoJig o momazae? 31o ObLIo
HEMOHATHO, HO BreyaTyisio. OH TOBOPUT U JEPKHUTCS TaK, CIOBHO MPHHAUIEKUT OpaTCTBY
[TanangunoB. B Hem HeT crpaxa. [la, ¢ TakuM IPOTUBHUKOM CKydaThb He mpujercs. Opiak KUBHYI.
OTO O3Hayalo: «BO3MOXHO, Thl TpaB». Celyac OOr M YEIOBEK HAMOMHUHAIM MOEAUHIIHNKOB,
KOTOpBbIE NepeatoT APYr APYry CBOM MEUYH, YUTOObI OCMOTPETh UX Mepes 0oeMm.

«A Tenepb yXoau U crpsubcs, — yeMexHyics Opinak. — W xxau MeHs.

Tenepp Oor uyBcTBOBaJI, Kak AyeT Berep. OH pacKUHYJ PYKH, CJIOBHO XOT€JI OOHSTH BECh
mup. Ero Horu nonupanu Msrkyro TpaBy Ha BepiurHe ropbel. OH BepHyiicsi. OH BepHYJCS B CTpaHy,
KOTOPYIO HAMEPEBAJICSI YHUUTOKUTh.

Jlyx ero Bpara Bce elle BuTayl Henojaneky. Opriak HeOpekHO MaxHyd pykoil, u Top
BHE3aIHO IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CHOBA HeceTcsi CkBo3b [lycToTy.

Kyna? On He mpezacTaBisul, JUIIh NOHUMAN, YTO JIETUT OYEHb OBICTPO... W BIAPYT CIOBHO
HATKHYJICSL HA HE3PUMYIO CTEHY.

«Top! — paznaiics y Hero B rojiose roJioc Jluce. — Kax Tbl 31ech okazancs?»

Heoxugannoe nosisiienne Topa oTBieksio XpaHutenbHully. Tosbko Ha mur, HO doprpuny
ObLIO ATOro J0CcTaTo4HO. barpoBblil TymMaH mpoMyaicst nepes MbICIeHHBIM B3opoM Topa u ucues,
MOKUHYB npezens! [1ycToThl.

«Juce...»

«Her!» — 3acronaina Jluce — Tak rpomko, yTo Top ckascs, Kak ucrnyraniblii pedbeHok. OH mMor
JUIIb CMOTPETh Tyla, KyJaa cMmorpena oHa. M3 [lycToTel MOKHO BHAETH BCE, YTO MPOUCXOAUT B
Opyrux Mupax, u Top moHsu1, 4yTo Tak yxacHyno Jluce. barposslif Tyman okyran Opiaka, KOTOPbIH
MO-TIPEKHEMY CTOSU1 Ha BEPIIMHE ropbl — Tenepb Top y3Hal okpecTHocTu Kunpeca.

IOHoma-0or kopuwiics, TOYHO B CylOporax, U3 TIpydud pBajOCh XPHUIUIOE PbIYAHUE, €rO
MIPEKPACHOE MOrydee TeJIO BhIri0anoch HeMbICIUMBIM 00pa3zoM. Ha 3To He ObLIIO CHIT CMOTPETb.

«Ckaxx MHe, 4TO 3TO He Tak», — mpoientana Jluce, u B KaxaoM 3ByKe ee rojoca ObLI
CMEPTENIbHBIN CTpax.

«41 He moHuMalo», — 04eHb TUXO oTo3BaJICA Top.

«Hoprpun 6exan. Opnak ocBoOoauics, U Jloprpus CIIMBAETCst ¢ HUMY.

Top cHoBa obGepHyics. Temepbp OH cCibllia)l HE TOJIBKO ToJioc. Ilepen HUM OBUIO YTO-TO
cusmouiee, HeBbIpa3uMo npekpacHoe. JKenmuna. 1 ona nakana.

«ITOTO HE AOIHKHO OBLIO TPOU30UTH, — phifasia oHa. — S mpenana Coum!»

Tonpko certuac Top MOHsI, YTO OH BUAUT XpaHUTeNbHUILY [lopTaiioB, koTOpas ABIsIaCh EMY
— 1 HE TOJIbKO €My — BO CHAaX, UTpajia €ro — U He TOJIbKO €ro — Ku3Hbto. OHa Oblila Tak 1Moxoxa Ha
Ty €IMHCTBEHHYIO KEHIIHMHY, KOTOPYIO OH Jrooui. Te ke 3070Tbie Bosiockl. OHa Oblia Takou ke
MaJIEHBKOM, TaKOU K€ XpynKou. Topa 0XBaTWJIO CMSATEHHE.

«Jluce, s BIKY TEOS.

«4 3nar0. Tebe 3aech He MecTo, Top. Kak ThI croga moman?»

Top moHUMaJI, YTO CIBILIUT €€ MBICJIM — MHA4Ye Kak Obl MOTJIM €€ cjoBa Ha0erarb OJHO Ha
Jpyroe, CIIOBHO BOJIHBI B MOpe?

«39t10 Opnak. On BeIpBan meHs u3 Cepana JlecoB. Mbl HEMHOTO MOTOBOPHWIIH, a 3aTEM OH



OTIIBBIPHYJ MEHS... W 5 OKa3aJcs 37eCh. A 4TO 3a KpacHBIA TymMaH? DTO MPO HETO Thl TOBOPUIIA,
KOI'/Ia ABJIsIach MHE B MpoUIbIi pa3? To, 4To HUKOT1a MEHsI HE KOCHETCS?»

Jluce paspeiganace emnie ropiie. MoxxeT ObITh, €TI0 B €€ 30JI0ThIX BoJiocax. M riasax — on
yCeia 3aMCTUTh UX YJIHBHTGHBHBII;’I CGpO-3CJ’ICHBH71 IIBCT. Nmu B TOM, KaK OHa IpAYCT JIMOO B Y3KUX
nafgoHsX. Tak WM WHA4Ye, HO BOIPOC-MBICIBL BBIPBAJICA y HEro mpexzae, 4yem Top ycmen ceds
OCTaHOBUTB.

«Jluce, a THI cirydaifHO HE POJHS DiHcce?»

Ona noJiHs1a roJIOBY U OTBEJAa PYKH OT JIMIA — B TOYHOCTH Kak DJKcca, KOra OHa CTOsUIa Ha
OaskOHE W CMOTpena, Kak ero yousaror. Vx B3risiapl BerpeTuiauck. OmmoOku ObITh HE Moriio. ToT
K€ 3HAKOMBII pa3pes rias.

«1 ee wmarp,— TBepmo mnpousHecna Jluce. B ee rosoce Oonpimie He OBUIO CTpaxa,
XpaHuTeabHUIIAa BHOBB Bianena cobo. — Maem. TebGe HeOe30mMacHO OCTaBAaThCsI B MUPE AYXOB, a
HaM HY>KHO O MHOT'OM ITOT'OBOPHUTLH).

Top BepHyICs B CBOE TENO.

OH Bckouwmi... W moOnemHen oT yxaca. Ero nmetm wm Kinyr HemoaBWwKHO Jexanau TOJ
JEPEBBSIMH.

«OHH 1IpocTO cIAT, — yernokousa ero Jluce. — 9To 0coOblil COH, OH IPUHOCUT UCLIETICHUEY.

Top yauBneHHO TOH:IT TOOBY. OH MO-TIpe)KHEMY TIPEKpPacHO BUAENT XpaHUTEIbHUIY. BOT
OHa, CHJIUT B Pa3BWJIKE AYIUTUCTOTO JEPEBa.

«Kak BoImII10, uTO 51 T€OS BHKY? S %Ke He CIimio?y

Jluce rpycTHO yIBIOHYIACH.

«CkaxxeM Tak: TeOe BbInana ocobast yectb. TOIBKO HE MPOCH, YTOOKI 51 BCTaJIa U nonwia. Mue
JI03BOJICHO JIMIIB Pa3 MOCETHTh MUp Jroneii. Ho, conpukacasich ¢ epeBbsMH, s MOTY BO3BPAIIATHCS
croga. lenpocts Cepana JlecoB u morymecto Jlapmyna Kopuna Benuku, mosTomy s 31€Ch».

Crpax, 0076, yHIDKEHHE — TOpy CIMIIKOM MHOTO NMPHIUIOCH MepekuTh. OH OBLI e/1Ba KB,
HO cel4Yac XOTeJl JIMIIb OJAHOIO — IOJOWTH K 3TOM KPOLICYHOM CHSIONIEH JKEHIIMHE KaK MOYKHO
ommwke. [IpeBo3Moras ci1abocTh, OH 3aKOBBUISUI K IEPEBY, HA KOTOPOM OHA CHJIENa, U OIYCTUJICS Ha
MSITKHUHA MOX.

«KpacaBuiia, — npomenecrena oHa, risiig Ha Jlaypun. — CoBceM Kak ee MaThby.

«U 6alymikay, — MATKO OTKIUKHYJICS Top.

Jluce ynbi6Hynack.

«A Tereph ThI CKayKellb MHE paBy, Jlnce?»

Omna yxe He pa3 J1aBajia eMy IOHATh, YTO ATO MPABO HY)KHO 3aCITyKHUTb.

«YTO THI XOUeHIh Y3HATH ?»

«ITouemy TBI Opocuiia Dmuccy?»

«S1 He yenoBek U3 WIOTH U KpoBHU, Top. SIHe Morna octaBarbcs B TaismuHOpEY.

«Ho torma mouemy ThI npunuia B TammuHOP?»

«CKOpO TBI CaM 3TO MOUMEIITBY.

«3Ha4YUT, HAM ¢ DIUCCOM CYKIACHO BCTPETHUTHCS. .. U OBITH BMECTE?»

«[lyTb cMepTHBIX TpeaHauepTaH OoramMu, — TAaWMHCTBEHHO OTBeTHJIa OHA.— Habepuch
teprieHus, Top. Y Tel mOIydunis OTBETHI HA BCE BOIPOCHI».

«4I mory e#l ckas3aTs, 4To...»

«Yto y Hee ecTb MarTh, KOTOpas HaONIomaeT 3a Hel, HO HHUKOTJa €€ He HaBemaer?
Martb-60oruns? — Jluce paccmesutach. — Jlymato, Te0si U Tak KIET Henerkuit pasroBop. He crout
YCIIOKHSITHY.

«A TBI caMa el CKaxeIlb?»

«Koneuno».

«" korma?»

«Korma nmpuaer Bpemsi».

Cuosa Taiinbl. Kak ero sto 6ecut! Top Tspkeno B3noxuyn. Koneuno, Jlnce He m3MEHUT panu
HEro CBOE€ pelleHHE... U OHA IpaBa. PasroBop ¢ Dnuccoll u BrpaBay oOemiaeT ObITh HENPUSTHBIM.



Cka3zaTb CI\/II, 4YTO €€ CbIH XUB, YTO y HEC €CTb O0Yb... HpI/I O)IHOI)’I MBICJIX O TOM, KaK BCTPETUT €ro
mro0rMast 3TO U3BecTue, Topy CTaHOBHIIOCH HE TIO cele.

«Pacckaxu MmHe nipo loprpuiia», — cka3zall OH, U Jluce B3goXHYyna — Tak e Nev4albHO, KaK OH
cam.

«doprpun cymen MeHst npoectd. COTHH JIET OH Jypadnil MEHs, O0iTas BCAKAN B3IOp H
KaIysiCb Ha CBO€ YHbLIOE cymniecTBoBaHue. OH XOpOLIO MOcTapalicsi, U s MOBepusa, 4TO OH
6e300ueH», — B €€ Toj1oce MocibIIIalach J0caja.

«Jluce, Tebe mpueTcs HauaTh ¢ caMoro Havaia. S He 3Haro uTo ObLIO paHblie. U mostomy He
MOHUMAIO, O YE€M HJIET PEUb.

XpaHHUTENbHULIA IEPEBETIA TYX.

«doprpun — ogun u3 Conma. OH mnpuxogutcss OparoM KopoJito JlapraHoTy M Kaxaer
MOJIyYHTh €ro KOPOHY. Y MIIaAIINX OpaTbeB 4YacTO BOZHUKAIOT TAKHUE KEITAHH».

OHa s1BHO B3BELIMBAJIAa Ka)KJ0€ CIOBO.

«IIponomxaii», — kupHya Top.

«¥Y Jloprpuia co3pen XUTPOYMHBIN MJIaH NOryOuTh OpaTa U MOJIy4YUTh €ro KopoHy. OnHako
BECTh O TOM, YTO KOpoJjeBa OJBaropa Xk JAeT peOeHKka, cmyraia ero Iuianel. Teneps loprpuity
MIPEJICTOSIIO0 U30aBUTHCS U OT KOPOJIS, U OT HACIEAHUKAY.

«Ot Opnaka?» — cipocun Top.

«BoT umMeHHOY.

«3HauuT, 3aMbiceln Jloprpuiia npoBaImics».

«Joprpun Op11 O6au30K K ycrexy, Top. OH ObUT y)K€ TOTOB COBEPIIUTH CBOE 3JI0€ JEIO —
youTh KOpOJIsl U MaJieHbKOTO npuHIia. Korma koposneBa o0bsiBUIa 0 cBoeit bepeMenHoctu, Joprpun
3akoJiebancss. Ho oH ObUI CIMIIKOM ropj, CIMIIKOM yBepeH B cele, 310 ero u noryouno. JKena
Hoprpuna y3Hana o0 M3MeHEe, KOTOpYI0 TOTOBHUT €€ CYNpyr, W pacckasaia o0 3TOM KOPOJIIO.
JlapraHoT ObLI MOTpSICEH, HO HE MOKeJaJl Ka3HUTh Opara. B mupe eie He ciydaiock 1mo100HOTO.
boru He cpaxkarorcst ¢ 6oramu u yx TeM 6osee He yousarot apyr apyra. Ho Jloprpun Obut omace.
CnuimkoM omaceH, yToObl €My MO3BOJWIM ocTaTtbes cpeau OoroB Conma. M torma Jlapranot
npuss1 pemenne. OH moBenen u3rHate Opara B [IycToTy — B 3TOM MecTe ¥ B caMOM Jiejie HUYero
HeT. Jlyx Jloprpuia noKuHyN T€I0 U MHOTO BeKOB BHceln B IlycTtore oOnakom OarpoBoro Tymasa.
ThI yxke ero Buzien».

Jluce cmonkna. Topy Hy)XKHO OBLJIO OCO3HATH BCE, YTO OH TOJBKO YTO YCHBILIAI, @ JUIsl 3TOTO
TpedoBanock Bpems. Toabko Obl OH 3a4aJ1 IPaBUIIBHBINA BOIIPOC. ..

Mpicnu Buxpem npoHocwiuch y Topa B rosose. JIto0oii pasroBop ¢ Jluce mpespamancs B
HACTOSIIIeEe MCIIBITAHUE.

«ToI ckazana "Manenpkoro npunma". 3Hauut, Opiak yxe poauscs?y

[IpexpacHo. 3HauuT, €€ YPOKH HE MPOILIH Japom!

«Tonko monmeueno, Top. Jloprpuia u3rnang HE3aa0Jro A0 TOTO, KaK MPUHIL ObLIT MMOXUIIEH C
Opnonsra... ¢ [lonsHbD).

«Ho nouemy Jloprpui Meuini, y3HaB, 4TO KOpOJIeBa JKJIET peOeHKa?»

JIuce nukoBana.

«[lotimu, Top: poxnenus gereir B Conme xayT Aecstunerusimu. [lopoii cynpyru npoxuBarot
HECKOJIBKO 4YCJIOBCUYCCKUX )I(HSHefl, MMpeKAC YEM Y HUX IMOABIACTCA pe6CHOK. .. 1 6BIBaCT, qTO TaK U
HE noxugarTcs. [IpexHeld KOpoJeBCKOM YeTe yAaloCh MPOM3BECTHM HA CBET JBYX HACJICIHUKOB,
ONMu3HENoB. DTO Ka3aloCh HEBEPOSITHBIM. A BOT e€lle OJHA NpHuYMHA, N0 KoTopod [loprpuina
oxBaTwin comuenusi. OH HEe MOT 3HAaTb, KTO POAUTCA HA 3TOT pas3, CbIH WKW J0Yb. OI[HaKO OH ObLI
HACTOJIBKO CaMOHAJesTH, YTO PEIIMJ: €CIM OH YHHUYTOKUT BCIO KOPOJIEBCKYIO CEMBIO, TO CTaHET
HOBBIM KopoJsieM. OHaKO OH CJIHMIIKOM J0JTO 0OAyMBIBaJl HOBBIW 3aMBICEI M YITYCTHI ciydail. Ero
KEHa, SIpro, BbIIaa MyXka.

Top 6611 moTpsicen. OH He oxuaan ycisimath ums Apro. Ho Bpemenu y Hero B o0pe3. Ecnu
paccrpamnmBaTh 000 BCeX, KTO TaK WJIM MHAYE CBsI3aH C 3TOH ucropuei, Jluce He ycneeT paccka3aTh
emy npo Opiaka, a 3To ceifuac rj1aBHOE.

«A 1ipu ueM TyT Thl, Jluce?»



O, 1a MaipbUMKa HEMPOCTO COUTH C TOJIKY!

«[locne toro, kak Opnaka cBsi3anu, ObUIO PELIEHO, YTO OXPaHSATh €ro JOJKEH KTO-TO W3
Conma. Oprnak — 60r ¥ mpuHIl 0OTOB, TTOATOMY 3aCIHYy)KMBAeT yBakKeHHs W 3a00Thl. Ho oT Hero
HCXOJUT Yrpo3a: OH CIMIIKOM JIOJITO IMPOXKWJ CPEIU JIIOJEH U HE Hay4dWICs YIPaBISTh CBOMMH
YyBCTBAaMHU, a 3HAYHUT, U CBOCH CHJIONW. Y3bI, KOTOPHIMH OH OBLI CBsI3aH, U BoymeOcTBO [lamamunos
— BOT M BC€, UeM MBI pacroJiaraiu, yToOsl cnactu Opiaka ot Hero camoro, a Koposesctsa ot ero
rHeBa. B To BpeMs BO3HMKIIO CIMIIKOM MHOTO BOIPOCOB, HAa KOTOpPbIE€ HaM HaJ0 ObLIO OTBETHUTH,
MIPEK/IE YEM MPUHSITH OKOHYATEIbHOE PELIECHHE.

W Bot, Hakonen, y Crapeiiiinn CoHma pojauiach MbICib O TpueauHcTBe. DTO Aep3KUid
3aMbIcell, OH JIMIIb Celuac MPUHOCHUT CBOM IUIOJBI. ThI TOXKE 4YacTbh ATOro 3amMbiciia. MBI Bcerja
3Hanu, yto Ilamamuuel He cMmoryT ciaepxkuBath Opiaka 10 O0eckoHeYHOCTU. To, YTO OHU CTOSUIH
CTOJIBKO BEKOB, JIMIIb JIOKa3bIBAET UX MYXKECTBO M cuiy. YTo ke 10 MeHs... Sl noipkHa Obuia
cinenuth 3a OopbOoit mexay [lamagmaamu m Opnakom... u 3a ToOO#. Kak XpanutenbHuia
MOPTAJIOB, ST MOTY CTPAaHCTBOBaTh 1o JtoObiM MupaMm. Korna Hoprpuna 6pocunu B Ilycroty, MHe
MOpy4YMiIH cTepedb u ero. [lo mpasze roBops, Mbl HE BEpUJIM, YTO OH BCE €Ille MpeACTaBiseT coboit
yrpo3y. Kak mbl 3a0myxaanucs!»

Top HeTepnienuBo npepBai ee paccyxaeHua. OH yXe JaBHO IMOHSUI, YTO €ro >KU3Hb MOX0XKa
Ha KapTUHKY-3araJKy, KOTOPYIO pa3pe3aroT Ha KYCOUKH, a MOTOM CKJIaJbIBalOT 3aHOBO. U1 emy
XOTeN0Ch J00aBUTH €I11€ HECKOJIBKO YacTel.

«Kaxk 161 gymMaemb, uyto 3aayman Joprpun? UTo oH MOayduT, CIUBIIUCH ¢ OpiiakoM?»

«[Ipexne Bcero, oH moiydut Teno. [loka oH — OecIUIOTHBIM AyX, a €ro COOCTBEHHOE TEJ0
OBLJI0O YHUUYTOKEHO. DTO CTpalTHOE YHWIKEHHUE [UIs ro0oro Oora. [loka e man durruc, Hoprpun
Jienan BUJI, YTO cyAbOa IIeMsHHUKa eMy Oe3paznuyHa. M BIpyr oH 3aroBopui co MHOM O X0Jie UX
MIPOTUBOCTOSIHUA. JTO ObLI 3HAaK. MHe ciefoBaio nouyaTh HelanHoe, HO s... OH xurtep. OH Kyna
onacHee OpJiaka, IOTOMY YTO €ro BEAET YUCTasi HEHABUCTDY.

Top Bckunyi royioBy. Kazanoch, OH OKOHYATENbHO 3aIlyTaJICS.

«4 6puta Tak Gecnieyna. Tak camoyBepeHHa, — OHA C OTBpAIlEHWEM IOKadaja TroJIoBOu. — S
pemnna, yto Jloprpui, Kak U COTHH JIET Ha3aJ, BCEILIeJIO B Halleil BJIACTH, YTO OH OOJIbLIE HUKOTIA
HE CMOXXET yrpokaTh HaM, 4TO OH — He 0Oojee ueM JocagHas nomexa. A Temnepb, Top, MbI
OKa3aJIMCh MepeJl JTULOM enle 0oJiee CTPAIIHON OMaCHOCTIY.

Top oOxBaTHII pyKaMu KOJIEHHU.

«Hackonpko Bce CKBEpHO?»

Ha camowm niene, y Hero He ObLIO HU MaJIeHILIero eJlaHus yCIbIaTh OTBET.

«Hackonpko? — Jluce mznana 3moit cmemok. — Jloprpun 3axBatun Teno Opunaka. IlpuHig
KaKJIET MILEHUS U JTyMaeT Juib 00 3ToM. HUuuTo He 3acTaBUT ero cBepHyTh ¢ 3Toro myru. Ho...
€ro HaMepeHwus, 110 KpalHel mepe, U3BeCTHBI. Tenepsp ke nossuics Joprpuwit. KTo MoxkeT cka3ars,
Yero MOXXET JOOWThCs 00T, 00samarouiuii 3J00HBIM, W3BOPOTIMBBIM YMOM, 3aXBaTHUBIIUN TEJO
Opiaka? Bemomam, kakoi cuitoit obmagaer cam Opiak. S HaunHaro omacarhes 3a TalTMHOP U BECh
3TOT MUp. 3a BCEX HAC».

«Ecnu Joprpun nogunnut Opiaka, Hail MUp OyJaeT YHUUITOXKEH 7

XpaHUTEIbHUIA KUBHYJIA U OIyCTUJIA ria3a.

«A gero xouet Joprpun?» — cipocun Top. OH HaunHa TEPSITH BEPY B ceOsl.

Jluce HemoymeHHO mocMoTpesa Ha Hero. Heykenn KTo-TO MOXKET HE 3HaTh, K 4emy
cTpeMuTcsi 6e3yMHbIi 601?

«Bnacte! On Meutaer o Biactu. OH cTpacTHO *kenaeT npaBuTh. U ecniu He CoHMOM, TO XOTS
Obl CMEPTHBIMH, KOTOPbIE HE CMOTYT €MY IPOTUBOCTOATh. Opiiak JUisl HETO — MPOCTO OpYyIAHe s
noctmwkenus nenu. Y Opiak moMoxeT emy, noromy uto Joprpun toxke obemiaer eMy momonrs. S
MOTY TOJBKO JorajapiBaThcs, uto 3amyman Joprpun. Ho oany moOeny onu yxe onepxkainu. OH
BbIpBaJics U3 [lycTOThI, a €ro miIeMsHHUK — U3 BOJILIEOHOM KIIETH.

Top notep riasza. 3a pa3 eMy CTOJIbKO HE [IEPEBAPUTH.

«A 4TO HaMm Temnepsp Jenarh, Jluce?» — ycrano cnpocui oH, OTYassHHO HAJEsICh, UTO OHA 3HAET
OTBET.



«4 nomxkHa 00 3TOM MoayMarth... U mocoBeToBaThesi ¢ ConmoM. [loka xe OyneM nelicTBoBaTh
TaK, Kak Thl 3aaymas. Opiak 3HaeT o Tede, HO He 3HaeT, KTO Thl Takoh. 3aTo Jloprpuily U3BECTHO
Kyaa 6ombiie. OH npusener Opiaka k Tebe u TBouM Onu3kuM. Ham mpuaercst Toponutbes. Mol
JIOJDKHBI C/IeNIaTh BCE OBICTPEE, YEM COOMPATHCHY.

«OH HEe TPUYMHHUT 37a MOMM JeTsM, Jluce. Sl TOTOB 3ammmiarh MX Jaxe IEHOW CBOEH
KUZHIY.

Jluce nevanbHO yabIOHYIACH.

«MoxeT ObITh, TeOE MPUIIETCS ITO cAeNaTh. MHE OYeHb JKajlb, YTO sI HE CMOTJIa Te0e TOMOYb,
Topkun ['uHTY.

Top npoTsAHY pyKy U KOCHYJICS €€ CUSIOIIEH J1aIOHH.

«2T10 He TBOsI BUHA. Thl HE Morya mpenBuaeTh, 4yto Opnak npuzoBeT MeHs. Ckaxu, a OH
MOXET CHOBA 3TO MPOJIEIaTh?»

«[IpencraBb, 4TO TBOU pa3yM 3akphIT KUTOM. He nomyckaii, 4ToObl 3TOT LIUT KMCYe3al JaxKe
Ha mur. Benomuu cnen Opraka v HOJIB3YHCS CBOMM J1apoM, 4TOOBI 3apaHee MOYyBCTBOBATH €ro
npubmmpkenue. Jlaxxe s He MOry cKasaTb, Ha 4YTO OH ceilyac crnocoOeH... XpaHUTEeIbHHIIA
COKpYILIEHHO ToKayaia rojioBoi. — CiuBimuck ¢ JJoprpuiaom u HoJyduB €ro MOIIb. .. »

«41 xopomo 3anomuuI ero. [louemy-To 3TOT ciiesy moka3ancs MHE 3HAKOMbIM.

Jluce H1uero He OTBETUIIA U MIpUrKajia K ce0e BETBH JIEPEBa, CIIOBHO XOTEJIa MU YKPBIThCSL.

«Temnepsp g nowkHa MOKUHYTH TeOs1, Top. Jlymato, Takux BcTped y Hac 0oJibIie Oyaer.

Top BCTa)I ¥ MOKIOHWIICS.

«JTa BcTpeya — BeJIMKasl YecTh JJs MeHsl, Jlucey.

«epxwucs, Top, — ee cusroniee IUII0 03apuiia yasioka. — Ml mooennmy.

«He 3a0ynp cBoe o6emanue. [ToroBopu ¢ Dauccoin.

Ona cHoBa KuBHyna. Ha Mur ee okyrajo ocinenuTelbHOE CHSHUE, U XpaHUTEIbHUIA
MTOKHHYJIA 3TOT MUP.

NhaBa 32
Onepxumbin 6or

Oprak ckopee MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YeM YBHJIEN MPHONIKEHHE 0arpoBOr0 TyMaHa, HO HUYETO HE
ycren mpeanpuHAaTh. TyMaH OKyTaa ero, a moToM Telo MPOH3WIAa HEBBIHOCHMAas 00yb. TymaH
CIIOBHO CTPEMUJICS IIPOHUKHYTH B KaXIYIO MOPY €ro Koxu. J{a 9To ke 310 Takoe?

Her, on He ycrynut 3axBaTunky 6e3 00s. Opiak B3peBen. OH caenaer Bce, 4TOObI M3rHATH U3
ce0st 3TO UyXKJ0€ CO3JaHueE.

Ckonpko mpogosrkanach cxBatka? Mruosenus? Yacel? Otoro Opiak He 3Hain. Ho korna on
0e3 cui pacruiacTajics Ha BEPIIMHE TOPBI, B €r0 TOJIOBE 3a3Bydall HU3KH CHOKOWHBIA ToJ0C —
rOJIOC CYIIECTBA, KOTOPOE XOPOIIO BIaIEeT CBOMMH YyBCTBAMH:

«Mens 30ByT Hoprpum».

«KT0 TBI TaKkOW?» — OecCUIBHO BHIIOXHYT Opliak.

«Panpiie s 6601 o1HUM U3 CoHMa U kUil B Mupe 0oroB. Celyac s rocTh ChIHA M HacJEAHHUKA
TOTO, KTO UM MpaBWI. A KOTJa Iepectand ObITh OJHUM M CTJI JAPYTHM, S ObLT HUKEM M HUYECM —
MIPOCTO THEBOM.

«Ho...» — Oernen coBepiIEHHO 3aITyTaJCs.

«51 TBOM A7», — CIIOKOMHO OOBSICHMII HE 3BAHHEIN I'OCTh.

Opiak omenenen ot yxaca. OH MOMHMWI cBO€ OoT4asiHME, Korja CoHM CBsi3ajl €ro, U ceidac
MEPESKUBAJT TO XKE caMOe. 3HAYUT, OHU PEIIWIH €0 YHHUYTOXHUTH? VI OH TOBOPHUT C TIOCITAaHHHUKOM
cmeptu?

«YOupatics BoH!» — 3akpudan Oprax.

«Y MeHS HET Tela, — BECEI0 OTBETHUI rojioc. Ero obnamarenb SBHO 3a0aBisica. — A TBOE MHE
BITOJTHE TTOJIXOTUT. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MBI )K€ POJIHSD).

Oprak nomneitancs ycrmokouTbes. OH BCIOMHWII, KaK BOCOHUTaHHUK Mepkyza oTOpOCHIT cTpax
Y WCTIOJIHWIICA CHOKOWCTBHSA, M CHeNal TO ke camoe. MHTepecHO, HACKOJIBKO 3aXBaTUYUK MOXKET



MIPOHUKHYTH B €TI0 MBICIIH.

TsaroctHele pa3iyMbsl JJIWINCh HECKOJbKO MrHoBeHui. [lpumieneny mosyan. Kakoe-to
YyBCTBO MoOJcKa3biBasio Opiiaky: Aaxe eciyd Thl OOuIIbCcs, HE mojaBail Buay. IIputrBopuck, urto
MoJJIaNICs, U ocTapaiics modoJbllie y3HaTh O CBOEM HOBOM IPOTHBHHUKE.

«Yero TbI X04eb, Joprpun?»

«BoT Tak-TO OHO Jyulle, IUIEMSHHUK, — CIHOKOMHO CKa3ajo CYIIECTBO BHYTpH Hero.— Sl
HaMepeH oMoub Tede pa3pymiuTh TaminHop. Thl Beab 3TOro Xouellb, HE Tak JU?7»

«A TBI OTKy/1a 3HACIIb, YETO 51 X0Uy?» — orphI3HyIcs Opiak.

«41 3Har, MOTOMY YTO MHOTO COTEH JIET clieauia 3a Toboil. SpamoBaics, koraa rudmm 3Tu
raynusl-ITamaguael. XKame, 4ro Thl HE MOT ychablmate MeHs 4depe3 Ilycroty. I Beap Toxke
HaxoJWICs TaM, U 3Ta Mep3aBKa Jluce ria3 ¢ MmeHs He ciyckana. OHa ¥ IpeACTaBUTh HE MOIJIA, KaKk
g xutep. S mpuTBOpMIICA, YTO Thl MHE Oe3pa3iuueH, HO TBOM YCIEXU NpUJaBaIM MHE CHJI, MOM
ManpuuK. S moxbaapuBai Te0s, s MeuTa 0 TBoeH modene. S 3Hal, 94TO Thl MOOEAUIIIb. 3HAJ, YTO ThI
0CBOOOIUIIL HACK.

« e cobupascs Tedst ocBo00kaaTh, JJoprpum.

«Ha3bIBaii MeHs e, Mol ManbuuK. 51 OpaT TBOEro oTLa.

«Torna mouyeMy Thl HE C HUM... a7 — nocieanee ciaoBo Oprak MPOU3HEC TaK, CIOBHO
npoOoBail Ha BKYyC silI. — [loueMy ThI HEe cTaj COBETYMKOM U MOMOUTHUKOM Ero BenuuectBa?»

«HeocTopoxxHOCTh. JlapraHoT peuini, 4To AOJDKEH HakKa3aTh MEHS B Ha3UIaHUE JIPYTUM, —
Hoprpui ycmexnyncs. — OH cuuTan MEHs YIpo30i, KOorja Mbl ObLITH JeThbMU. MBI ¢ HUM OJM3HEIIBI.
Bces G6ema B ToM, uTO OH ciabee MeHs, XOTS M poawWiics NepBbIM. Byns s kopojem OOros, Haiia
KU3HB TEKJIa OB COBCEM TO-ZIPYrOMY».

Opaak 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO CUJIbI BO3BPAIIAIOTCS.

«Thl HE OCTaHELIbCS CO MHOI», — IPOU3HEC OH U CHOBA MOMBITAJICS OCBOOOIUTHCS.

On Ooposics. OH TpeOoBasl, 4YTOOBI HE 3BaHHBIM TOCTh YyOWpaycs, OH HpUOErHyn K
BOJILIEOCTBY, HO YTKOE CYIIECTBO KpPENKO BLENMJIOCh B Hero. Bekope 0oub cTana HecTeprnuMoil:
10 CyTH, OH n30muBan camoro ceds. Hakonen, Opmnak rnepectan COMpOTUBISATHCSA U CHOBA OMYCTHIICS
Ha 3eMJII0, TsDKeJo Jbima. OH oOpedeH. OH cTall OJepKUMBIM.

Hoprpun >xaan. HecoMHEHHO, €ro BTOpKEHHE MOTPSACIO ATOrO IOHOILY, KOTOpBIM He
cocTapwicsd HM Ha OJMH JIeHb C TeX mop, kak Obw1 CBsizaH. HyxHO mpocTo BbIOpaTh ynauHbIN
MOMEHT. A MOKa — MOJ4aTh U HUYEro He MpealpuHUMAaTh, IIOKa MaJbuyuK He ycrokoutcs. Korma
npixanue Opliaka CHOBA CTao POBHBIM, JS/sI 3aTOBOPUIL.

«Mexay npo4um, s MOTy Te0e ITOMOYb.

«Kak?» — yrproMmo 0TO3BajICs TUIEMSIHHUK.

«51 Xopo1110 3Haro YesroBeKa, KOTOPOTO Thl UIIEIIbY.

«Tpl HMYEro He 3Haelb!» — ApoCcTHO BBIKpUKHYN Opiiak. B 3TOT Mur oH ObLTI rOTOB B
OTYasiHUU TOTOB OpPOCUTHCS € ropbl. MHOTO BEKOB MOJpsiA OH 0e3 ycTanu Bel OUTBY — M BCE 3psl.
Tenepb 0H BO BJIACTH 3TOro co3naHus... CHOBa B JIOBYIIKE.

«O, s HEeTII0X0 OocBeAOMIIEH. S 3Har0, Kak 30BYT 3TOro 4esioBeKa. 3Har0, YTO Thl MPU3BAJI €T0,
9TOOBI OH MOJIO0OBANICS, KaK Thl JoOWBaelb Temesnyca. S 3Hat0, Kak OH BBIVISIAUT. Sl 3HAIO, KOTO
OH JIFOOUT, KTO JIOOUT €ro.

Ha, 3To 1 B caMmOM Jiesie CTOUT 3HATh!

«U oTkyna 3To T€b€ N3BECTHO?»

OH mnoyyBCTBOBAJ, KakK CYIIECTBO 3aBOPOYAIOCh BHYTPU HErO, CIOBHO YCTpPauBasiCh
noynoOHee. Kaxkercs, asgaromika MOIYYUT OOJBIIOE YHOBOJBCTBHE, JENIACH C HHUM CBOMMH
MO3HAHUSIMHU.

« cnenun He TONBKO 3a TBOEH OMTBOM. S cieawt 3a yenmoBekoM 1o uMeHu Topkun ['wHT. [la,
nepBsle croJieTus B [lycToTe s He 3Han HUYEro, KpoMe otyasiHus. 51 ObL1 B THEBE, s ObLIT OCKOPOJIEH,
a mpouee ObLIO MHE Oe3pa3nuuHo, — loprpun usnan xonrouuii cmemok. — Bee, kpome yHMKEHUS,
KOTOopoMy MeHs nojsepriu. Jluce ckazana MHe o TeGe mapy cjaoB, HO Kakoe MHE ObUIO JIeNo JI0
TOT0, C KEM ThI cpaxaelbcsi U noyemy? TeOe Bce paBHO OCTaBaThCs TaM LI€NTYI0 BEYHOCTb, 10 yMall
s. Ho motoMm TeI ctan onepkuBarh nodeny 3a mnodemoi. Thl COKpyIIan 3TUX JKAJIKUX HEIO0YMKOB,



KOTOPBIX MOCTaBUWIM TeOs cTepedb. Sl He MOT HE BOCXUIIATHCS TBOMM yrnopcTBoM. Ilotom s y3Hain,
YTO ¢ TOOOM CIY4YMJIOCh, U MHE CTaJIO JIIOOOMBITHO. MOXeT ObITh, moAyman si, Tebe U BOPAMb
yaacTesl BeIpBaThes Ha cBoOoxy? S crtan cieauth 3a MepKyIoM U MOHSUI, YTO OH BEIET MOUCKH, —
HO 4uTO OH Hckan? Jluce oTkazanach MHE OObSICHUTH. 1 BOT B OZJMH NpEKpacHbI! AE€HD S YBUJEN, UTO
OH B35 ce0e B YUEHUKH MOJIOJIOTO JiepeBeHCKoro nucaps 1o uMmeHu Topkun ['unT. [loHsiTHO, UTO
310 OBLIO HecnpocTa. [lapeHs 061aan yIuBUTENBHBIM JapOM TBOPUTH BoJIIeOCTBO. KoHEuHO, 31O
BCEro JIMIIb «CTUXUHHBIA nap», a He To MckyccTtBo Cuiibl, KOTOpO€ HEKorjaa mno4yuranoch. OH
MOTYY, XOTSl... KAK MOKET CHJIa IPOCTOTO0 CMEPTHOTO CPABHUTHCS € MOIbi0 60roB? Onnako CoHM
Beput, 4ro TopkuH I'mHT cnacer TammHOp OT TBoero rHeBa. Ha Hero Bo3iararoT OrpoMHbIE
HaJeXbl. Sl momory Tebe HalTh U YHUYTOXKUTH €ro. Thl MpeAcTaBUTh ce0e HEe MOXKEIlllb, KAKOE 3TO
OyJeT HaCTaKICHUEY.

HekoTtopoe Bpems Opiiak xpanui Moiadanue. Han 3Tum cTomno Xopo1o noyMars.

«A TBI? — HAKOHEII CIIPOCKI OH. — Yero Tbl ATUM JOObEHILCS 7

«f xe ckazan — HacnaxzaeHue! S mrobmio pasBiekarbes. K ToMy ke HE MOTY YMyCTUTh
ciydail HaHecT JlapraHoTy oTBeTHBIN yaap. TBos cuiia, MOSI XUTPOCTb. .. Thl IpeJICTaBUTh cede He
MOJKEIllb, BO YTO MbI npeBpatuM TammuHop. IlycTh ciiyuuTcs Bce, yero tak OoMTCsS TBOM OTeL.
[lycth cTpagaroT mroau. A Thl HacIaqUIIbCsS MECThIO. ThI K€ 3Haellb: MECTh — 3TO OJI00, KOTOpPOE
BCET/Ia [M0/IAI0T Ha CIIAJIKOE.

Hoprpun paccmesuics. Cynas mo ToMy, Kak 3Bydall 3TOT CMEX, OH HaxOJWIcs Ha TpaHu
06e3ymusl.

Kax u wmoit, momyman Opnak. Ho s Hukorma He cxomamn ¢ yma. A BoT Jloprpuin sBHO
noBpenuics B paccyake. OHaKO 3TO HE IOBOJ] OTKa3bIBATHCS OT PACCIPOCOB.

«A urto Oyner morom, Hoprpun? Ilocie toro, kak Mbl corpeM TauiMHOP C JMLIa 3eMIIH,
yHuutoxuM KoponesctBa, pasznenaemcs ¢ TopkuHoM ['MHTOM M BCeMH, KOTO OH JIFOOUT... YTO
Oynet motom? Yero erie Tol OT MEHS IOTPEOyeNTh?»

Kaxercs, loprpun He cpasy Hallescs,, YTO OTBETUTh. DTO MPOAOJIKAJIOCH JHILb MUT, BCETO
MTHOBEHHME, HO THOATBepauio mojo3peHuss Opnaka. OH MOHSJI, YTO HHUKOTJA HE JOJDKEH eMy
JOBEPATb.

«TBpl MHE TIOMOKeEIIb, — cKa3ai Aa1s1. — Mbl BMECTe YHUUTOXKHUM TBOETO OTLIA U OTOMCTHM €MY
3a BC€ 3J10, KOTOPOE OH MPUYUHUII TEOE. .. U MHEM.

«Kak? Hackonbko st moHUMAt0, 00Ta HEIb3sl YOUTHY.

«51 3aBnazero ero TeJloM — TOYHO TaK e, KaK 3aBjaJesl TBOUM. Thl IOMOXKEIIb MHE JI0 HErO
noOpatbesi, a TOTOM Mbl C TOOOM MHpPHO pa3oaemcsi, U KaKIblii CMOXET AejaTh TO, YTO cam
MIOKETIAeT.

Opnak cHoBa 3axymancs. Tenepp mpuaercs ObITh KpailHe ocTopokHbIM. HecoMHeHHO, OH B
noBymke. Jloprpun He coOupaeTcss MOKUIATh €ro TEJIO — M0 KpaiHel Mepe, B OiKaiiiiiee BpeMs.
CBouMHU cujamMH €My C 1€l He CIpaBUThCS — pa3Be YTO YNACTCS YIY4YUTh MOMEHT, YCHIIIUB
OIuTEeNbHOCTh 3axBaTuMka. Ho moka mpujercst TepneTh €ro rojoc y ceds B rojioBe, €ro 1yX B
CBOEM TeJl€.

3HAYWT, TUIAaHBI MEHATH HE CTOUT. Boueit-ueBoneit Opiak ObUT BRIHYXICH MpU3HaTh: JJoprput
U B CaMOM JIeJIe MOXKEeT IOMOYb eMy HalTu Bpara. Kak Obl TO HU ObLIO, TETIEPh OH BEPHYJICS B MU
JIOJEH... a 3HAUUT, €My NPUIETCS HE TOJIbKO XUTh, HO M CTPAaHCTBOBAaTh, Kak 4eJoBeKy. Emy
MPUETCS MPOUTH HEMAJIO MWIIb, FOJl 3a TOJIOM BECTH MOMCKH, KOTOPbIE BIIOJIHE MOTYT OKa3aThCs
HanpacHbIMU. OJIHAKO A MOXET OOJerdyuTh emy Tpya. Uto ke mo Hero camoro... OH emie
4yTO-HUOYAb npuaymaer. Opiiak yxe noHuMal, yto Jloprpuia npuaeTcs yHUUTOXUTh. J(g1s9 HU 3a
YTO HE MOKUHET €ro mno A00poil BoJie, U BCe 3TH pa3roBOphI O INepeceseHu B Teno [lapranora —
npocto ynoBka. Ho moka Hajo caenaTh BUJ, YTO OH MOBEPHII B TOT OOMaH.

«Xopomo. Ho oGemiaii, 4To 0CTaBHUIIIL MOE€ TEJI0, KOTJ]a MBI BEpHEMCSI B MUP OOTOBY.

OT0 olelanne HUYEro He CTOUT, MO yMaJl OH.

«Cornacen», — oTkiauknyiacs Jdoprpun, u B ronoBe Opiaka CHOBa 3arpemell ero 0e3yMHbIN
x0x0T. KOHoIIa moAHsCS U 3aliarai BHU3 110 CKJIOHY.

«TaK, ¢ 4ero Mel HauHEM ?»



Joprpuit okazaics B cBoel ctuxuu. [1mectu 3aroBopsl OBIIIO €ro JIIOOMMBIM 3aHSTHEM.

«[Ipexne Bcero, He Toponuch. Tol cooOurmn Topkuny ['MHTY, 4TO BO3BpalllaemibCsi B 3TOT
mup. Ilycth kakoe-To BpeMs HpeObIBa€T B CMATEHUHU. YBUIUIIb, OHO OYyAET CTaHOBHUTHCS BCE
CHJIBHEE».

«Tr1 HEetoouieHun ero. OH MeHsI He OOUTC».

«Bo3MoxHO, — ciokoitHO oTBeTHII Jloprpui. — MictuHa B TOM, 4TO OH ce0e He IPUHAJICIKUT.
OH >KMBET JIMIIB 711 TOTO, YTOOBI CPA3UTHCS C TOOOM, M 3TO HEM30EKHO, MOM TIOPOTOMN TUIEMSIHHUK.
Ho y Hero ectb npy3bs, KoTopble eMmy jgoporu. W, 4ro emie sydiie, y HEro €cTh K€Ha U JIETH,
KOTOPBIX OH Oe3ymHO r00uT. Ceifuac ero AeTH BEpHYIUCH K HeMy, B Ceparie Jlecos. [{nst Hero Het
0O0JIBIIEro cYaCThsl B KU3HU, YeM OHU. Ho ueM Joposkulllb, 3a TO U IPOKHILIBY.

Opnak cmytwica. EMy noka3anoch, 4To A1 IJIETET Y HEro rojioBe KaKylo-TO MayTHHY U3
CJIOB.

«He crout Opocatbcst Ha noucku Topkuna ['muTa, — npogoskan Joprpui. — [lepBbiM nenom
HalJu KOro-To U3 TeX, Koro oH JitoOuT. OH OyneT aymarbh TOJIBKO O TOM, Kak 3alllUTUTh HUX, U
IIPOITYCTUT TBOM TIJIaBHbIN ynap. ['ubens 1r00UMOro cyiiectBa — 3T0 HMOTEPs,, K KOTOPOM HUKOrAa
[10-HACTOSIIIEMY Helb3sl ObITh TOTOBBIM. TopkuHa ['MHTa 0XBaTUT oTyasiHue. OH CMOKET pa3Be uTo
00OpOHATHCS, HO HA TO, YTOOBI HAHECTHU yAap camMoOMy, eMy He XBaTuT cuil. U y 1ebs mosBuTCS
BO3MOYHOCTb €r0 YHUUTOXKUTbH.

[ToTpscarome. Jloprpuit 1 BOpaBay MyAp... ¥ €r0 yM HE CKOBaH NMPaBUIAMH YECTH.

«U Bce-Taku, ¢ 4ero Mbl HAaUHEM ?» — cripocui Oprak.

«Bpems — Ham coro3HMK, MOW ManpuMK. JlJI1 Hayalla HY)XHO BbIOpaTh Kakoe-HUOYIb
MPUATHOE MECTEYKO M MOCENUThCA TaM. S ciumkom aoiro npoosul B IlycTtore u cockyuumics mo
pockomn. He crouT ymyckarh ciay4ash HAclaJuThCsl >KU3HBIO. A YK€ IOTOM MOXHO YyOHBaTh.
Kaxkercs, oHO Takoe s 3HAIOM.

Jloprpuit SBHO Hacla)xaaucs coOOM.

«['ne ato?»

«Kumnpec. D10 kak pa3 Hemoganeky otcioga. KoposneBy Kumpeca He Tak maBHO yOwid, B
CTpaHe cMyTa. JDTO MECTEYKO TaK M IPOCUTCS, 4yTOObI ero mpuOpanu K pyKaM, a IBOpEL C €ro
OoraTcTBamMM — Kak pas To, UTO HaM HaJ0. OH Kak Oy/ATO HapO4YHO CO3/aH Ui TOTO, YTOObI CTPOUTH
IJIaHbD).

«3unaunt, B Kunpecy», — cornmacumncs Opinaxk.

Ero nsang yemexnyncs. CeroJiHsi OH HEIUIOXO MopadboTal.

N on nmoynoOHee ycTpouscs B Tene 60ra, KOTOPOTO BOSHAMEPUIICS YHHUTOXHUTb.

naBa 33
HexpaHHbIe roctu

Onucca cujena B CBOEM JIIOOMMOM Kpecie W OTKa3blBajlach 3aMedaTh sCTBA, KOTOpPbIE
KpacoBaiuch repen Heil. Ee He nmpuBiekano naxe OnaroyxaHue 3HAMEHUTOTO KypUHOTO OyJIbOHa,
MIPOCIAaBUBLIET0 KOPOJIEBCKYIO MOBapUXy Ha Bech TaminHOp. CerogHs Be4epoM KOpoJieBa MPOCTO
3a0plj1a O TOM, YTO MOET ObITh rojiofHa. Bce ee MbIciu ObLIM O CTpaHHOM Ciydae, KOTOpbII
npousouien B npouuisii BocbMepuk. CHOBa M CHOBa KOpoJieBa BCIIOMUHANIA TOT Bedep. OHa MHOTO
TaHOCBaJIa, IMCPCKUABIBATIACH IIYTKAMH C I[)KI/IJ'IOM. ):[a, JCHb OBL1 JOJIT'MM U YTOMMII €€, a IIOTOM
C€III€ OTHU TAHIIBI... HO HE HACTOJIBKO, yTOOBI HA I1a3ax Y BCEX JIMIIUTHCA YYBCTB.

Jlexaps KenBuH Hacrosul, yToObl OHa HECKOJBKO JHEW OTIbIXajla U HUYEro He Jenajia, a
TaK)Ke MPONUCA YKPEIUISIIOIIMA HAaCTOM, Ha BKYC COBEpPUICHHO OMep3uTenbHbIA. OIHOrO IIIOTKa
OBLI0 JOCTAaTO4YHO, 9TOOBI MOHSTH: MTOYTEHHBIHI OCIUTECIb CMEIIAal BCC TPaBbl YCIIOKAMBAIOIICTO U
CHOTBOPHOTO JCHCTBUS, KOTOPhIE CMOT HaiTH. bombine Bcero Dircce XOTENOCh BBITUIECHYTH 3TO
cHanoObe B OKkHO. OmHaKo psmoMm, MpadHee Tyuu, crosim Jlopuc m JIkun, m el HH4Yero He
OCTaBaJIOCh, KaK OCYIIUTh KyOOK.

He HUCKIIIOYCHO, YTO OTBap WU B CaMOM J[JCJIC IIOMOT. BBIHY)K)ICHHaﬂ ABa JHS ITPOBECTU B
MIOCTENU, DJIMca BHE3alIHO MOYYBCTBOBaJa ce€0sl OTAOXHYBUICH, XOTS TepHETh HE MOIJIa BCIO 3Ty



CyeTy BOKPYT cBoei ocoOrl. 3ato Jlopuc nepedpaiics B mokou cynpyru. Kak eii HpaBUIIOCh, Korja
KKl Bedep, CKuMasi ee B OObBATHSAX, OH IPHUKA3bIBAJ CIyraM «He OecrnokouTh»! Onmcca
MOHMMaJia, HACKOJIBKO €€ OOMOpPOK Hamyrajd Koposist. MOXKHO HE COMHEBAaThCS B TOT MHUT OH C
y>KacoMm BcIioMuHaz, kak Hailipus ymupana y Hero Ha pykax.

Onucce He rpo3uiio ymepers. Ho oHa 3Hana, 4to mpuyuHa ee 0OMOpoKa HE YCTaJOCTh MOCIe
OypHOTO Beuepa, HE OOIMMH YNaJOK CHJI M HE THINA, KOTOpas HEMOHSATHO TOYeMy OKa3ajach
HeCBeXxel. Bce modemy-To pemmiM, 4To BCEMY BHHOM Iepenenusble siina. Ha mepBwlid B3,
MOTJI0 OBITH M TO, U JIPYTrO€, U TPEThe, HO eclu pa3oOpathes... [louemy moctpananu TOJIBKO ABOE,
oHa u Camnementpo? 3a6aBHO, HO BeAb ¢ CaluIeMEHTPO CIYYUIIOCh B TOYHOCTH TO K€ CaMoe, 4TO U
c Her. A MoXeT ObITh, He ¢ HUMH, a ¢ Cepauem JlecoB? Bot B uem Dnricca He comHeBanach Cepiie
JlecoB — 9TO €AMHCTBEHHOE, YTO CBA3LIBAET UX. MHAaue YeM 3TO MOYKHO OOBICHUTE?

BoT moueMy ceromHs BedepoM OHa BBITHAIa W3 CBOMX IIOKOEB BCEX, COCIIABIIMCH Ha
roJIOBHYIO 00Jb. Dnucca He mobuna Bpath. Oanako Jlopuc kak pa3 OTHpaBMIICS MO KaKOMY-TO
HEOTJIO)KHOMY JIelly Ha 3amaJ — CKa3aThb 10 IpaBlie, OYCHb HEOXOTHO. Temeppb, Korma Hcues3
TJIABHBIA MCTOYHHMK CYETHI, OCTaBAJIOCh M30aBUTHCS OT OCTAIBHBIX. EH XOTEIIOCh OTHOXHYTH OT
HEYCBIITHOTO BHUMAHUS U CTIOKOIHO TIOPAa3MBIILISTh.

Yro morto ciyuntbes? Yto Tak BerpeBoxmiio Cepame JlecoB, eciii 0TroJ0CcoK JOKATHIICS 110
Hee U cBsa3aHHOrO ¢ Helt [lamagnaa? Dmmcca Bcmomamna o Cakcerne. ['ne oH ceituac? MokeT ObITh,
TOXE JeXKUT rae-Hulynp 6e3 cun. A Kiyr? Hamen nu ero Cakcen? [louyBcTBOBaN JIM COKOJ, YTO
MUp CHOBA MIPHIIIEI B IBIKCHUE?

B KkoHIIe KOHIIOB, e€e MBICTH 0OpaTHiaNCh K Topy, W Ha 3TOT pa3 Dimcca HE CTaja 3TOMY
npoTuBUTHCA. Kak Obl €l XOTenoch, 4TOOBI €ro Yy/IeCHBINA T0JIOC CHOBA 3a3Bydal y Hee B rojose!
UrtoObl oH caM okazaiucs panom! Eit Tak ctpamiso. .. Mosogas xeHiuHa 60poiach ¢ 3TUM CTpaxoM,
MoKa MOTIJIa, HO celyac, KOTjla OHa CHJEeNa B CBOEM JIIOOMMOM Kpecie Nepea YallKoh ¢
OCTBHIBAIOIUM OyJIHOHOM, €My HAKOHEI-TO MO>KHO OBLIO 1aTh BOJIIO.

[Tan mocnenuuii u3 IanagunoB. Opnak BeIpBajics Ha cBoOoay. Tak BoT B ueM neno! Huuto
npyroe He 3actaBuiio Obl Ceppue JlecoB kpuyaTh 0T 00JIM, HUYTO HE 3aCTaBUIIO ObI TEX, KTO CBSI3aH
C HHM, OIIYTUTH 3Ty 001b. U romoca, KOTOpbie OHa ycIbIana B TOT MUT... Beixomut, 3to Opnak
HaHOCHUJI TIOCIICTHUHM, CMEpTeNbHBIN yaap Jlecstomy?

Dnucca coaporHynack. Hudyero apyroro eit Ha ym He TPUXOIHIIO.

B nBeprs poOKo mocTydanu, ¥ B TIOKOM Ha IIBITIOYKAX BOILIA €€ HOBAs CIIy)KaHKa — JICBYIIKA
BeChMa YyBCTBHTEJIbHAS, XOTS U PacTOpoIiHas. Best Aporka OT BOHEHUS, OHA CIPOCHIIa, HE YTOJTHO
nu Ee BenuuecTBy npunath CamieMeHTpo. Bpems Ob110 yke mo3aHee.

— Koneuno. Ilpurnacu ero. S ceituac Bbliiny. Y otnpaBp Bcex cmatb, Tats. MHe Oosblie
HUYEro HE HY)KHO, 0J1aroaapio Teosl.

CnyxaHKka y4TMBO NOKJIOHWJIACh U HCYE3Na. DJHCCE HE IMOHAJI0O0MIOCH MHOTO BPEMEHH,
yT0OBI cOOpaThcsi. OHAKO KOTJ]a OHA BBINLIA B MPUEMHYIO, TIEBEIl YKE CTOSJT y OKHA. Y CIIBIIIAB €€
1arv, OH 0OEpPHYJICA, U €T0 TMeYaTbHOE JIUIIO 03apHJIa YIIbIOKA.

— Kax BbI cebs uyBcTByeTe, Bame BenndecTBO? — OH HHM3KO MOKIIOHMJICS M TIOLIETOBAN €i
pyky. — Kakoe 3T0 cuacThe — CHOBa BUJIECTh Bac.

DOnucca KUBHYIA, HO HE TI03BOJIAJIA CBOCH JIaJIOHU BBICKOJIB3HYTh U3 €r0 MaJIbIIeB.

— Bce npekpacno, CamiemeHTpo. A Kak Tb1?

OHM rOBOPUIIH, KaK CTapbIe APY3b4.

— Ilepenenunble fiflia TYT HE IPU YeM, DIKcca.

— 51 3Ha50, — MATKO OTBETHIIA OHA.

— 51 ToTkOM HE TOHMMAIO W HUKOTJa He MoHUMal. [IpocTo Takoe 4yBCTBO, OYyITO BCE JETO B
TOM, 4TO 51 — oAMH U3 [lanannHOB 1 CBsi3aH ¢ TOOOH.

KoposneBa marnyna k CamieMeHTpo U 0OHsIIa €ro.

— YBepeHa, — TUXO0 MpoTroBOpuMiIa oHa, — Oprak BBIPBAJICS Ha CBOOOTY.

W onryruia, Kak BCE €ro TeJo HApsTIIOoCh.

—3"aunt, Tl B omacHoctu! A s JOJDKEH TeOs 3amumarh, kak obeman Cakceny! —
BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, XOTSI HE YyBCTBOBAJ B c€0€ JOCTATOYHO CMEIIOCTH.



—Ilo mpaBne roBopsi, S TOKE€ HE COBCEM IOHMMA0, 4YTO MpoucxoauT. Jlymaro, HaM BceM
rpo3ut Oema, Camiementpo. Bcem, kto Benmer 3Tu crpanHble noucku. Cakceny, Kiyry, Ham c
TOo0OM. .. Becem, kTo ocTancs xxuB u ooutaet B Cepre Jlecos.

— Yto HaMm aenaTh?

Omna B3/10XHYJa, BBIITYCTUJIA PYKY [IE€BLIA U YCTPEMUIIA B3I B OKHO, Y KOTOPOT'O OH CTOSUI.

— S mwe mpexacraBmsito, uto genatb 6e3 Topa, Camrementpo. On Ob1 Tem Cambim.
EnuncTBeHHbIM opyaueM B Oopb0e ¢ HammM BparoM. Sl He 3Har0, KOro MPOCUTh O MOMOLIH, KOMY
MOXKHO XOTb 4YTO-TO pacckaszarh. Jlopucy? Xorenock Obl, HO s COMHEBaIOCh YTO Ero Benu4ecTBo B
Takoe MOBEPUT. A Thl KaK JyMaelb?

My3bIKaHT 00EpHYJICS U TOJIOKUI PYKH €l Ha IUIeYH.

— B nponuieiit BoceMepuk Mbl oJydniiv 3HaK. /lymaro, HaM HY»KHO KJaTh CJIEIYIOIIETO.

Onucca nomopuuiack. OHa yyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK CTPax CHOBA HAYMHAET PACTH.

— Ho y Koro XBaTUT CHJI OCTAHOBUTH 0OTra, KOTOPbIN PELIN YHUYTOKUTh MUDP?

—Hu y xoro u3 Hac He xBaTHUT, — CaJZIEMEHTPO HE OXKHUJAJI, YTO €ro roJioc 3a3BY4UT Tak
yBepeHHo. — [loaTromy Ham Hano xaaTh, Bame BennuectBo. B 3TOM Mupe ecTh CHIlbl, KOTOpPbIE HE
noAuuHsA0TCA Hamell Bose. Hanetock, uyto Jluce ckopo MOCETUT MEHS U MOJCKAXET, UTO 5 IOJIKEH
JeNaTh.

— Yo %, y T€0s ecTb X0Ts Obl Jluce.

OH cnenai BUJl, 4TO MPOITYCTUIT KOJIKOCTh MUMO YIIIEH.

— CakceH ToXe JOJDKEH ObLI 3TO MOYYBCTBOBATh. 1716 Obl OH HU HAXOJMWICS, OH MOCHELIUT
BEpHYThCA K TeOe. B 3ToM HeT HuKakux coMHeHui. J[aBaii mpocTo ok aemcsl.

— U yto Torna? bynem BTpoem cpaxkatbes npotus 6ora? Kak? S He B cueT — s yKe HUKOI/Aa
HE CMOT'Yy TBOPHUTH BOJIIIIEOCTBO, — OHA KOCHYJIACh 3€JICHOTO KaMHs y ce0s Ha J0Yy.

— 1 Bce#t Aymioi HazlerCh, 4TO 3HAK OyaeT. UTo-To MoCKaKeT HaM, YTO JeaTh Jajblie.

CHoBa nocrtyuanu. Dnucca 00epHyIach TaK Pe3KO, YTO F0OKH B3METHYIIHCH.

— Menst Oosbllie HU Ha MHMI HE OCTaBIsAlOT oJHY. Bce nymaror, 4to s BOT-BOT YyMpY, —
M0’KaJIOBaJIaCh OHA, HAMNpaBlsAsACh K BbIxody. — Hamo sxe, koposneBpl TamnmHOpa NOBaJMIKChH
yMHpaTh!

[IpoxnuHas cebs 3a 3Ty A3BUTENBHOCTh, NOPOKJICHHYIO BHE3AIHBIM CTPAaxOM, OHA HAaCTEXb
pacnaxHyia ABepb. TaTs, cTOsBIIAas Ha MMOPOre, UCIyraHHO OTCTYMHJIA HazaJ, Mojao0pasa 0Ku 1
YUTUBO CZieJlaja peBepaHc.

— Hy? — ciipocuuita kopoJieBa.

— IIpoctute, uto nmobecnokousna, Bamie BenuuectBo... JT0 Bam. ['oHel ckaszai, 4TO HaJo
nepeaTh Kak MOKHO CKOPEe U IIPSIMO BaM B PYKH.

Dnmcca MocMOTpeIa Ha TPSA3HBI, KOe-Kak CBEpHYThII 0OpbIBOK IepraMeHTa.

— Kt0 »10 mepenan?

—M-M-M... oauH cTapuk, Bame BemnuyectBo. OH... D-3-3... mpocui, 4ToObl s BaM
nepenana... yto y Pydgyca Axkpe HakoHeI BbIadu Bce 3yObl, — CIy)aHKa MepelepHyIa MIe4aMH.
Ona noHuMasna, 4YTo 3TO 3BYYMT KaK MOJHas OECCMBICINIIA, HO OCIYIIAThCsl HE TOCMEa.

He moxeT ObIThb. Dnrcca KOPOTKO paccMesiach, YTOObI HUKTO HE MOHSUII, KaK OHA MOTpsICEHa.
VYcenpimarh 370 UMs TOCe CTOJbKUX JIeT... Pydyc Akpe, ubu 3yObl OXOAWUIN HA HEPOBHBIM psif
MOTHJIBHBIX TUTUT, OTYASTHHO TIBITAJICS TIoMaTh ee OykeT Bo BpeMst Tanma [[BeroB B MsitHom [loute.
B toT nenw ona Hagesnack, uro Topkun ['mHT monpocut ee pyku. Koponesa B cMaATeHMHU Mokavana
rosioBoi. ToJIbKO /1Ba YenmoBeKa 3HaIM, KTo Takoi Pydyc Akpe u uero on xoren. Tonsko Top u oHa
cama.

— M-M-M... — TaTs npotsHynaa cBUTOK. — [loMoIHUK mpaiiM-oduiiepa caM roBOpui € 3TUM
crapukoM. OH yBepsieT, YTO 1 MOTY BaM IepeAaTh CBUTOK, Baie BennuectBo. OH cka3all, 4To 3TO
npocto 0e300MAHBIN JAenynika, KOTopbli BeDKWI u3 yma. W eme [Dxui... 3-3-3... TO ecTb
MIOMOIIHUK IpaiM-0oQuIepa, peuInl, 4To. .. MOXKET ObITh, TO MUCHMO OT BAILIErO OTIIA.

Dnucca B3sja CBUTOK UM CHOBa IOKayaljia TOJ0BOM, BCE €lle MOrpy:KeHHas B BOCIIOMHHAHUS,
KOTOpble oxBaTwiu ee npu uMenu Pydyca Axpe. TaTs Bce elie crosja Ha Mopore, ¥ KOpoJena,
MOCIEIIHO 100JIaroJapuB €€, 3aXJIOMHYIA JBEPb, IPEXK/IE YEM OHA €lle pa3 ycresaa NOKIOHUTHCS.



— Hanetroch, He caMmble CKBEpHBIE HOBOCTH? — cripocuii CallieMeHTpO.

— Her, — Dnmcca moponia Kk MMCbMEHHOMY CTOJTy. — HO 9TO 0YeHb cTpaHHO.

HaxmypuBmmch, OHa cpe3aja BOCK, pa3BepHYIa CBHUTOK W TpouuTana mocianue. [lesery
3aMEeTHII, KaK y Hee OKPYTIIMINCH Tia3a.

— CanmnemeHnTpo... 310 ot CakceHa.

— UTt0 OH numeT? — MEHECTPEIIO TI0Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO C IUISY yIala Iesas ropa.

— CrpanHo, — Omucca monHsyia rojoBy. — OH XodeT, 4ToObI sI BCTpETWUJAaCh C HHUM B
MaJICHBKOM JIECY, YTO K 3aIaay OT JABOpIA.

— 3auem?

— BoT 310 1 ctpanHO. OH He 00bsicHseT. OH X04eT, YyToOb! g TyJa IpHUIlIa, U C HUM Oyaer
KaKOH-TO YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO OH HE MOYKET PUBECTH BO JIBOPEII.

— TwI x0ouems cka3aTh, uTo CakceH 31ech?.. Celiuac? U ket Te0a?

— Iloxoxxe Ha TO,— OHa TpoTAHyda mociaHue CauleMeHTpPO, M FOHOIIA MpoOekan ero
rila3amMu.

— OH HacTauBaert, 4ToObI Thl HE Opajia ¢ co00l HUKOTO, KpOME MEHS. ..

— Pa3Be 310 He cTpaHHO? — BoCKIIMKHYNa Dnrcca. — K yeMy takas TanHcTBeHHOCTH? [Ipn uem
Tyt Pydyc Akpe? Tri 3Haeub, kto Takoil Pydgyc Axpe? — BoT u oH He 3HaeT.

— A xto Takoi Pydpyc Axpe?
— Jla HUKTO! — HeTepIenBO BOCKIMKHYNA Dnucca. — Tonpko Top mor takoe npuaymars. Ho
OH MEPTB.

My3bIKaHT 3alyM4HBO MIPUKYCUI I'y0y.

— Moxer, Top xorma-auOyap pacckaszpiBasl Cakceny npo Pydyca Akpe. [Tostomy Cakcen u
pELINII: €CIU Thl YCIBIIIUIIb 3TO MM, TO MOWMEIIb, YTO TeOe HUYTO HE Yrpokaer. TOJIbKO MHE
Ka)KeTCsl, 4TO OH HecnpocTa Bee 3To 3aresy. Ho Cakceny s 1oBepuit Obl 1aXe CBOIO KU3Hb.

Dnucca mocMoTpena Ha HETo.

— 51 ToKe 1oBeprO eMy CBOIO KHU3Hb. HaMm CTOUT ¢ HUM BCTPETUTHCS.

— A Kak BBIITH U3 1BOPLIA, YTOOBI HUKTO HE 3aMETUI?

— 5] 3nar0, — oHa He KoJiebaaach HU MTHOBEHHUS.

— Ho Tebe He KaxkeTcsi, 9TO 3TO MOXKET OBITh JIOBYIIKOK? MoKeT, CTOUTh U3BeCTUTH J>kuia?

— 51 nomHio noyepk CaxceHa, — Dnucca noxana miedamu. — CKaxkellb, KTO-TO 3aCTaBUJI €ro
nucaTh, IPUCTaBUB HOX K ropiy? B Takom ciydae oH ckopee mo3Bosini Obl ce0st youts. Her, s
yBepeHa, 3anucka ot CakceHa. ToabKo BCS 3Ta CKpBITHOCTh MeHs cMy1aeT. M oTkpoBeHHO roBops,
Jxun OyneT mociegHuM, Koro s 00 3ToM omnosemnty. OH U Tak HOCUTCSI CO MHOM, Kak Kypula ¢
SMOM, a OT TaKUX BECTEM MPOCTO couner ¢ yma u npukaxer «llluty» mpouecatb Bce jeca B
okpyre. OH TepreTh He MOXKET BCSIKUE TYMaHHbIE HAMEKU U JIBYCMBICIIEHHBIE ITOCIAHHUS.

— A Ero BenuyectBo?

Omna noHsIa HaMeK.

Jlopuc B otbesne, Camnementpo. Celiyac s OJHOBIACTHAs MpaBUTEIbHULA TamuHOpa — no
KpaliHeii Mepe, B creHax d3toro J[[Bopma. Tak dYto Oyay TBOpUTH, 4YTO TOXKEJAK, — OHA
yIIbIOHYNack. — A celyac s enaro HaJeTh IUIall.

[Ipexxe yem BBINTH, 3arOBOPILMKU TOCTOSUIM Y JOBEpPH, HO HHMuYero He ycibimanu. Koraa
yezxkan Jlopuc, Bo aBopiie napuia tumuHa. [lo MHEHHIO DiHcchl, BECh IIyM U CyeTy co3aaBai Ero
BenuuecTBo. OTOABUHYB 3aCOB, KOpPOJIEBA MPUOTKPbLIA IBEPh, U CTPAXKHUKHU, CTOSIIIIME IIPU BXO/E,
TYT K€ BBITSIHYJINCh BO (GpyHT. Dnucca u CaimstaMeHTpo B3IporHynu. BoT Tak HEOKHUJaHHOCTB!

— Barmie Benu4ecTBo... — OJIMH M3 HUX IIEPEMOHHO CKJIOHMJI roJIoBYy. DnMcca B3suia ceOs B
PYKH.

— KT0 mpukasan Bam CTOATh Y MOUX JIBepeii?

— Ilomomnuk npaiim-oduuepa Jxui, Bamie Benndectso.

— Kak 1e6st 30ByT?

— Nmomn, Baiire Benn4ecTBo, — OH CHOBa CKJIOHWJI T0JIOBY. — M3 oTpsana «{uty.

— IMocnymaii, Umon u3 otpsina «lut», s He peOeHOK, s He 0oJibHA M HE IO3BOJIIO, YTOOBI
MEHSl Tak omneKanu. S BCero JuIIb JUIIWIACh YyBCTB, U 3TO ObUIO JaBHbIM-IaBHO! A ceifuac s



cobuparoch MporyisaTecs B odmiecTBe CallsIeMEHTPO, U HE X04y, YTOOBI KTO-TO XOJWJI 32 HAMU IO
msTaM. ThI TOHST MEeHS?

— Tak TouHo, Bamre BennuecTBo. S n3Benly moMOIHUKA TTpaiiM-oduiiepa, 4To BHI...

Dnucca MOBEpHYNIACh U MOCMOTpENa eMy IIPSIMO B TJiasa.

— Huxkoro Tb1 He u3BecTuib, UMoH u3 otpsana «Llut». S cama 3aligy Kk HEMY U CKaxy BCeE,
910 00 3TOM AyMar. Bo3MOKHO, ThI 3a0bLI, YTO OH MOM ChIH. A TTOceMy BbI 00a OyzeTe CIymaThCs
MIPUKA30B KOPOJIEBHI.

CTpaxHUK HE 0KUIAJT TAKOW aTaKH.

— Kak nmoxenaere, Bame BeandecTBo.

— 5 Tak xenato, — OTBETHIIa DJKcca U 3amaraina npoyds. CaquieMeHTpOo €/1Ba IocneBal 3a Hell.

— Jla, TBI MOeINIb OBITH CYpOBOM, KOT/Ia 3aX0Yelllb, — MPOIIENTa] OH. DTO ObUIO U B CaMOM
JieJie MOTpsCarolIe.

—O, THl eme MHOrO HE 3Haellb, — OTBETWIa OJJKcca, WU OH IMOHsUI, YTO OHa e€fBa
CIEPKUBAETCsI, YTOObI HE MPBICHYTh OT cMexa. K cuacThio, BceBupsmee oko «llluta» yxe He
CJIEINIIO 32 HUMH.

bernenpl HanpaBisiuch Kk KyxHe. Te, KTO €lle He JIer ClaThb U MO TOW WM MHOM MpPUYHUHE
Opoauy MO KOpUJOpaM JBOpIia, BCTpeUald KOPOJIEBY YAMBIEHHBIMM B3risigamu. Bpems Obu1o K
Houu. OpHako Dnmcca jAep)kajach Ha PEAKOCTb HAJIMEHHO M JaXke Jajia JBYM Ia)kaM KaKHe-TO
MOPYyYECHUSI.

«Benukonennay, — mogyman Camnementpo. OH HUKOTA €1e HE BUICI €€ TaKOW. Y Hero Ha
riazax Olkdcca IpeBpalliajach B HACTOALIYIO KOPOJIEBY, IPaBUTENbHUILY, HCIOJHEHHYIO
noctounctBa. OHa OoJibllle HE Ta JEBOYKA, KOTOPOMl Koraa-To Obuia. He Ta mpenectHas mosonas
KEHIIMHA, KOTOpasl cTajla MOMOIIHUIEH Koposis. OHa KOpoJieBa, BHE3AIIHO IOHSJ MEHECTpEIb.
BeicokoponHas nama.

— Kro-T0 HenpeMeHnHo ckaxer [xwity, — npexynpeaws oH. Hac ciuimkom MHOTMe BUIENH.

— Hy u nmycts, — Opocuiia Dnucca uepes miaedo. — S He Ooroch [pxuna. U mbl yitnem npexne,
9YeM OH YCTPOUT MOTOHIO.

Beuep Obu1 ckyuHbIM. J[KHJI HE HACTOJIBKO YCTas, YTOOBI JIOKUTHCS CIATh: €IUHCTBEHHOE,
YTO MOIJIO YTOMHTb — 3TO 00X0J] OKpecTHOCTel Bopua 1 OoiiHuil. HouyHast cTpaka 3aHsia MecTa,
HAYaJIbHUKU OTPSI0B OAUTEIBHO CIEAAT 3a BCEM, YTO IMPOUCXOAMUT, U TOTOBBI MPUHATH JOJLKHbBIE
Mepel. OH Oonbiie He HyXeH. JKanb, 4TO HE YAaJIOCh OTHPaBUTHCA ¢ KopoJsieM. [lpaiim-odurep
Xepek HacTosul, YTOObl €ro MOMOIIHMK OCTaJICS BO JIBOPLIE M NPUHSAT Ha ceds KOMaHIOBaHUE.
JI>Xun moBHHOBAJICS, HO YyBCTBOBaJ ceOsi HeytoTHO. U... Bo ums Csera! [louemy emy TO U aeno
BCIIOMUHAETCs JIEBYILIKA, KOTOpas B OJMHOYKY OTIpaBuiach B DKceH uepe3 xoimbl? UTo c Hei
cTasioch? MoXKeT ObITh, €€ YK€ HET B JKUBBIX?

Jlaypun... KpacuBoe ums. HaBepHo, Takoe ke KpacuBO€, Kak cama JAeByIIKa. JKuia moMortan
rOJIOBOM, OTrOHssA 3THU MbIcad. [loxamyi, cTouT HaBecTuTh MaTh. OH 70 CHX TOp HE MOT
YCIOKOUTBCS MOCIE TOr0, 4TO IPOU3O0LLIO BO BpeMs npaszaHoBanus ee [[ns Hapeuenus. ¥V Hee
Bcera ObuIo Takoe Kpemnkoe 3710poBbe! HOHoIIa J0Mal rooBy, NbITasACh HAUTH 0OBICHEHUE ITOMY
CTpaHHOMY CIIy4aro, HO He Ipuayman Hudero noxaxonsamero. OH mo3Boamn jekapio KenBuny
CUMUTaTh, 4TO Ero Benn4ecTBO cierka OTpaBUiIach MepenelnHbIMU sIHIlaMy, HO IPEKPAcHO 3HAJ, YTO
€ro MaTh TepHeTh He X MoxeT. Pa3Be uto... Kaxercs, ux 700aBisAIOT B IEYEHbE U KPEM.

B ee rnmazax oH yuTal, 4YTO OHA CUMTAET 3TO OOBSCHEHHE MOJHBIM B3JOPOM U MPUHSIA €r0
JUIIb C TeM, YTOObI YCIIOKOMTH NPUEMHOIO ChlHA M MY»Ka. XOpOIIO, YTO TOTJa CIYyYHJIOCH C
CamemenTpo? My3bIKaHT ynasl IOYTH B OJIMH MUT C KOPOJIEBOM U TOXke JUIIMiIcsS 4yBCcTB. [louemy
HUKTO HE MpuaaeT 3ToMy 3HaueHus? [xkun nomnbitancs paccrpocutsb Jlopuca, HO KOpoJib 3alIpeTHI
emy Jaxe nymarb 06 3tom. Iloxoxke, Jlopucy oueHb HE XOYETCsl MOHSTH, YTO MEpENeNuHbIe sifla
TYT He npu 4eM... Ho riaBHoe, uro Dnucca BrnosiHe onpaBuiach. Celfyac OH MOJHUMETCS B TIOKOU
MaTepH, U OHU BMECTE MOY)KMHAIOT. MOXKET ObITh, B Pa3roBOpEe MPO3BYYUT KaKoe-HUOYb CIOBO,
KOTOPOE MPOJILET CBET Ha 3Ty 3arajky.

OpHako B MOKOSAX KOPOJEBbl ObLIO mycTo. CTpa)XHUKH, KOTOPBIX OH CaM TaM IOCTaBHII,



ucyesnu. [logo3sas npoderasiiero MuMo naxa, JHKui npukasan eMmy HemeajaeHHo Haitu Mmona u3
orpsana «{ut» n mpuBeCTH KaKk MOKHO CKOpEe.

Koraa Manp4uk CKpbLICS B KOPUIIOPE, OH TUXO MOCTy4al B JBEPb, HO HUKTO HE OTO3BAJICS.
JLxun mpucnymancs. Tummaa. OH moctydan eme pa3. Bce 310 odens crpanno. Ilouemy He
OTBEYAET HUKTO U3 cily’kaHOK? MoskeT ObITh, KOpOJIEBa JIerjia caTh MOPaHbIlIe U OTIYCTUIIA UX?
He uckmntoueno. Ho kyaa nogeBanuch cTpakHUKHA?

[loxon He NOKHBI OBITH 3amepThl. Y BXoJa B OAalllHIO — TJIaBHBIM IMOCT CTpa)Ku, MHMO
KOTOPOTO HUKTO HE CMOXXET MPOUTH HE3aMEYEHHBIM, IIOITOMY Oe30macHee Hee MecTa BO ABOpLE
HeT... Tak u ectb. JIBepp OTKphLIaCh OT Jerkoro Toiuka. /Dkun Bomen B npuemHyro. CTpaHHO,
3/1eCh TOpeiu JUIIb JBE CBEYHW, [OYTH BCS KOMHATa Oblia morpyxkeHa Bo Mpak. IOHoma yxe
coOupasicsi IpONTH B CIAJIBbHIO, YTOObI YOEIUTHCS, YTO €r0 MaTh CIUT CIOKONWHO, KOT/a yCIbIIIall
3a cruHOM nokanuiBanue. O6epHyBIIKChH, OH YBHU/IEJ Ha IOPOTe paTHHUKA.

— A, HNwmon... Kaxercs, s mpukazan Tebe M TBOEMY TOBAapUIy OXpaHITh TOkow Ee
BenuuectBa. Mnu g ommbarocs?

HNMOH BBITAHYJCS 11O CTPYHKE.

— Her, BBI He ommbaeTech, Cyaapb.

— B Takom citydae s Xo4y 3HaTh, MOYEMY Bbl IOKHHYIIH TIOCT?

JI>KU XOTS ¥ TOBOPHJI POBHO, OJTHAKO YK€ BECh KHIIEJ OT I'HEBaA.

— Ee BennuecTBO KoposieBa Dnucca, IOKKU1as IOKOU, OTITYCTHIIA Hac.

— OHa Bac OTIyCTHJIA, ¥ BBl HE COWIM HYXKHBIM U3BECTHTH 00 ’TOM MEHSs?

— Ee BennuecTBo 3anpeTuiia MHE u3BemaTh Bac. OHa SCHO /1aja HaM MOHSTh, YTO MOCETUT Bac
cama 1 000 BCEM C BaMU IIOTOBOPUT, CyJaphb.

Ha, Takoro ot cBoeil Mmarepu Jlxui He oxunan. Heyxenum oHa He MOHUMAET, YTO JIUIIAET €ro
YBa)KEHHsI pATHUKOB, KOTOPOI'O OH JOOUBAJICS C TAKUM TPYAOM?

— Ee BennuecTBO KO MHE He 3axouia. SIBooOlie He BUET ee ¢ caMoro odena.

NMoH cKkOH(YXEHHO ONYCTWJI TJla3a U TNPUHSJICA H3ydaThb IUIMTKY I10J] HOTaMHU CBOETO
KOMaHJupa.

— Hy, u emie oHa cka3aia, 4To COOMpaeTCs NPOTyaAThC. .. Cy1aph.

Bo nmms Ceera! YUem manbliie, TeM Jiydie.

— Ona Obuta o1Ha?

He xBaramo Tombko, YTOOBI €ro Mmarhb Opoawia B KpPOMENIHOW TeMmHOTe 0e3
COTIPOBOXIAIOIITUX !

— Her, cynaps. Ee conpoBoxknan my3bikanT Camementpo. [xun 3agymancsa. Koneuno, ato
HEMHOTO MEHSIET JIeJI0. .. HO €ro MaTh HUKOI/A He ObLIa JIOOUTENbHULIEH HOYHBIX MPOTYJIOK.

— Ckaxwu, IMmoH, oHa moJrydasa 4epe3 CIIyKaHOK KaKue-HUOYy/Ib TOCTaHus?

— [Monywana, cymapb. CiyxaHka TpUHECTa €l CBUTOK, M Ee BeIMYeCTBO MOYTH TYT K€
MTOKHHYJIA CBOU ITOKOH.

— [lonumaro... — Moomoil odwuiep B3AOXHYA. — A OHa HE TOBOPWIA, Kyla HMEHHO
Hanpa,isgercs?

— Her, cynaps. Ee BenuuecTBo oTmycTuia ciyr, a HOToM U Hac. M Obljia oueHb pa3rHeBaHa,
KOI'/Ia yBHJIEJa, YTO MBI CTOUM IIPSIMO Yy €€ JIBepeil.

— la yx... — Ixun mHOTO OBI OTHAj, YTOOBI B3TJISTHYTH Ha 3TO MOCIaHUE. — MOXeIb UATH,
Nmon. Ho na 6ynymiee 3anmomuu: B otpsane «uT» ciayxaT TOIBKO JTydIiie BOMHBI KOPOJICBCTBA, U
9TO TJIAaBHOE B TBOGH KU3HH. Tl HE 00s3aH UCTIOJHATH MPUKa3bl, KOTOPBIE MPOTUBOPEUAT MTPUKA3aM
TBOEro oguiepa. [lousarHo?

— Hla, cynaps. Ho Ee BenmuuecTBO ObLIa B THEBE, CyAaphb.

Jlxun enBa He pacxoxoTtancs. Ero mars B raeBe? Uto 3a dyib!

— TrI cBOOOACH, — YCTaIO MPOTOBOPHII OH.

PatHuk oTcantoToBai U MOCHENUIHO YAATHIICS.

JIxun cen U elle pa3 NPUIIOMHUI BCE, YTO IMPOMU3OILIO MOCE TOro, KaK CTapuK Mepesan ero
Marepu To nocianue. OH ObUT TAKUM JPSIXIIBIM U CIa0bIM, YTO OJHUH €r0 BHJI MOT TPOHYTH JIF000€
cepaue. OH Jake He OCMENUJICS TPOCUTh, YTOOBI KOPOJIeBa MIPHUHIIA €r0, IPOCTO Hepeall MUChMO.



Ilo cnoBam crapuka, oH ObUI pOJIOM M3 TE€X € MECT, YTO OHAa, M 3HaJ ee oTuHa. B 3amucke HeT
HUYEro TaKoro, YTO MOKET MOBPEAUTh KOPOJIEBE, cKa3al OH, MPOCTO Koe-Kakue HoBocTH. [Ipocto
MMCHMO OTILA K J0o4epH. JKUi He MOYyBCTBOBAI Yrpo3bl. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO MPOCTO HECKOJIBKO
CJIOB Ha JIUCTKe nepramenTa. Ho kyna ero marb Morjia otnpaBuThesi? M uyto 6b110 B TOM 3anucke?

OH yxe forajgaics, 4To Daucce NpuaeTcs NOKUAaTh ABopel TaiikoM. OHa 3HAET, 4TO €€ ChIH
He oOpajyercs, y3HaB, YTO OHA NOKHHYJIA CPElIM HOYM JIBOPEL, I'Jie HAXOAUTCS MOJ €ro 3aliuToM.
Ho kak et aTo ynanocs? Koneuno, ona npomuia yepe3 KyxHro! UToObl MOHATH 3TO, HE HY)KHO JIOJITO
Jomatb rojioBy. Ee BeIruecTBO XOpoIlIo U3ydusia JABOpPELl, U JJIsl HEe HE CEKPET, UTO B TOM KpbLie
€CTh MHOXECTBO BBIXOJIOB.

Yepe3 mur [xun yxxe Myaicsi BHH3 IO JIECTHHIIE, TPHITast Yepe3 TPH CTYICHBKH U IyBCTBYS
CIIMHOM yIHMBIIEHHBIE B3TJISABI CTPOXHUKOB. OH MPOCTO HE MOT JIOMYCTUTH, YTOOBI MOCIE BCETO,
YTO CIIY4UJIOCHh B Mpouuibiii BocbMepuk, ero math nojasepraia ce0si onacHOCTH. B koHIle KOHIIOB,
OH MOMOIIHUK IIpaiiM-oduIiepa, U ero JoJr — 3aluiaTh KoposeBy TamiuHopa.

[ToBapuxa nmomernana KOUeprou TIACIOIIME YTOJIbKH — B MOCIEIHUN pa3 3a 3TOT Beuep. Tenepb
JI0 paccBeTa 3a 04aroM OyJIeT CIeIUTh KTO-HUOYAb U3 CYJOMOEK... WK KaKoi-HUOYIb MaJeHbKUN
HEroJHUK, OJUH M3 TEX, KTO ImoMoraer Ha KyxHe. Kak ke oHa yroMuiach... 3aBTpa BO JIBOpEIl
BO3Bpauiaercst Ero BenuuecTBo, 1 HaJl0 IPUTOTOBUTH €ro Jto0uMble Oitoa. OHa Bcerja Tak Jienaer
nepen ero npuesnoM... Ho ceronns ona coBcem BbIOmiIach u3 cui. HaBepHo, 3TO moToMy, 4yTO
HeZaBHO ObLI nHp B yecTh [{Hs HapedueHust KOpoJieBsl... KOTr/ia CIIy4HiIoCh 3TO HECUACThE.

[ToBapuxa mokayana rojgoBoi, TKHyJIa KOUeproi B rOJIOBEUIKY, U €€ 0XBATUJIO SIPKOE ILIaMmsl.
KoMy Moriio npuiiTu B rojioBy, 4TO NEpeNesivHble siflla OblIM HECBEXHUE, a OHAa HEe 3aMeTHiia U
nojaina ux K croiny! Bo3amyrurenbHas j10XKb, KOTOpast 1ayke HE CTOUT TOTO, YTOOBI €€ OCIapuBaTh. ..
TosncTyxa npUrHyaack U NpUHSAIACh CO BCEH CUJIbI pa3ayBaTh IuiaMsd. Siina OblIu caMble CBEXHE —
kak Bcerja. Ha camom niene Ee BennuecTBO HecnpocTa JIMIIMIACH YYBCTB, HO 00 3TOM BCE MOJI4AT.
Hy u nycts. Ee coBecTh uncra.

Cnasa Cgerty, Ee BennuecTBO Teneps >kKHMBa U 3/10pOBa, U €€ JO0UMbIN neBel Toxe. BoT uto
riaBHoe... [loBapuxa co cToHOM pacnpsiMuiach, oTepia MOSICHUIYY M BAPYT yciblllala YbU-TO
maru u menot. OHa o6epuynack. Jlerku Ha nomune! Ha mopore kyxuu crosia Dmucca, oaeras Jist
MIPOTYJIKH, a paaoM ¢ Helt CaieMeHTpo.

[ToBapuxa ynbpIOHYIACH.

— Hy, 3npaBcTByiiTe, MOs KopoJseBa. UTo mpuBesio Bac K HaM Ha HOYb TS ?

Dnucca npukana najien K ryoam.

— Tuie, goporasi, — 0Ha TOBOpUJIA MTOYTH HIEMOTOM. — Sl X04y HEMHOTO IPOTYJIATHCA, TOIBKO
9YTOOBl HUKTO HE 3HAJl. DTOT HECHOCHBIM JIeKapb HE JaeT MHE BBIUTU M3 MOKOEB — €CJIH Obl ThI
3Hajla, KaKk MHE 3T0 Hajoeno! S yxke mpekpacHO ceOs YyBCTBYIO M XOUY HEMHOIO IOJbIIIATh
CBEXHUM BO3AyX0oM. Thl MHE MOMOKEUIb?

— Ilomour BaM, Bamre BenmmuectBo? Kak?

Dnucca B3sJ1a MOBAapUXY MO pyKY U 3arOBOPIIMYECKU MOJAMUTHYIA.

— MHe cocTaBuT KoMnanuo CalljieMeHTpo.

My3bIKaHT CKOPUYMJI TPUMAcCy, BCEM CBOMM BHJIOM I1OKa3bIBas, YTO CMUPUJIICS C HEU30EKHBIM.

— S mpolepych depe3 JENHMK, — MpojopkKana Omucca. — Ecimm kro-HuOyap Oyner
CIpalIuBaTh, BUAENA JIU Thl MEHS. .. IOXKaIyiCTa, yMOJISIO TeOsI, CKaky, 4TO HE BUjiena!

— Ho nouemy, neBouxa mos?

— IloTOMy 4TO MHE HaJ0€JI0, YTO CO MHOM HOCATCS, KaK C HEMOIIHOM Kanekou. S mpocto
JUIIUIACH YyBCTB. U diilia TyT COBEpIIEHHO HE IPU YeM. A OMOIIHHUK IpaiM-oduiiepa B3I MEHS
MO/ CTPaXy, Thl MpejacTaBisenib? VM g pemnna HaTOMHUTH BCeM, 4TO s KopojeBa. [louemy Mens
noasepraroT nogoOHomy yHuxkeHuto? IlpaBurenpHuna TamaumHOpa BIpaBe JbILIATH CBEXKHUM
BO3JIyXOM, KOT/Ia MTOKEJaeT, JaKe CPed HOUH.

OrpoMHBIE Ccepo-3eJieHbIe TJIa3a CMOTPEIM Ha MOBapUXy ¢ MOJbOOW. PasBe MokHO OBLIO
nepen TakuM yctoath? [lo mpaBnme roBopsi, TosncTtyxa Oblia cuacTiuBa. Pa3 xopoisieBa Becena u
MIPOSIBJIIET CBOI HpaB, 3HAUUT, OHA B 10OpoM 31apaBuu. O na, Ee BenuuecTBy XBaTaeT U ynpsiMCTBa,



1 CBOEBOJIUS — IPOCTO OHA HEYACTO ITO MOKA3bIBAET.

— Koneuno, Mos goporas. S Hukoro He Buaena. S pa3ayBaia mjaams B odare v gymasia TOJIbKO
0 TOM, KaK ObI TOOBICTpee YHTH ¢ KyXHHU. ECiH BBI M IPOXOIMIIM MUMO, TO S BaC HE 3aMETHIIA.

— Cmacubo Tebe, — Dnucca YMOKHY/IA MOJPYTy B MyXiyto mmieky. — Eciu Obl ThI 3HaNA, Kak
MHE noMorJia!

— Torpa yGeraiite, moka st BacC He yBHeNa.

[ToBapuxa oTBepHYJIaCh ¥ B TIOCIEIHHI pa3 nomMemana yrid. OToHb MO OTPOMHBIM YaHOM, B
KOTOpOM NOOYJIbKKBaJla OBOIIHAs MOXJIe0Ka, Beceso pa3ropescs. MoXHO He COMHEBAThCS, /10 yTpa
oH He noracHeT. [loBapuxa He 3HaJIa, HOWAET JIM Dnucca Yepes3 JeIHUK, HO... ToYeMy Obl U HET?

[Ipubexana cynoMmoiika, moBapuxa oOOBbSICHIIIA €, UTO CIIEIYeT CACNIaTh JO PacCBETa, MOTOM
CHsUIa MEPEIHUK, IOBECHJIa €ro Ha KPIOYOK M MOTSHYIachk. BOT yke cOpok JieT OHa BellaeT CBOM
MEepeHUK Ha 3TOT Kpro4yok. OHa 3aMypHUJIach, IIMPOKO U CIIAJKO 3€BHYJA... a KOTJa OTKphLIA, B
JBEPSIX ABOPLOBOM KYXHU CTOSUI MIOMOUTHUK IIpaiiM-oduiiepa.

— CBer Bcecusoomui, cynapb! Kak Bbl MeHs Hamyranu! — noBapuxa npuxana pyKy K CBOei
HEOOBATHOU TPy/IH.

— IIpoctute, mourenHas. Kaxxercs, Bam 1aBHO OBUIO TIOpa 3€BHYTh, U 51 HE OCMEIHIICS BaM
MOMeNIaTh, — OH TOJMHUTHYJI, TIOJIOIEI K TOJICTyXe M KPEIKO OOHsLT ee.

[ToBapuxa oOo’kanma MajgbuMka — C T€X CaMBIX TOp, KOTJa €ro HAlUIA MPHUBS3aHHBIM K
BOpOTaM JBOpLa. DTo ObLIa JH0O00BH C IEPBOTO B3IJIsAA.

—Yrto rotoBUM?

— Kak Bcerma, oBonayto noxieoky. Ckymait Tapenouky, Jxur.

— HemnpemeHHO, TOIBKO 4yTh ION03ke. AX, KAKOM apoMar. ..

OH 3ammycTui IepeBsIHHYIO JIOXKKY B KOTEJ, MOMPo00Bal U 3aKMYpPHUIICS.

— M-M-M... BocxuTtuTenbHO. Kcratu... Bel, ciaydailHO, HE BHUIEIM HBIHYE BEYEPOM MO0
Mamy? CoBceM HeJJaBHO?

Jxun cipocun 00 3ToM Kak Obl HEB3Haual, HO ToBapuxa Obula Hadeky. Kak Obl oHa HH
JIro0uIa celHa, MaTh ObLIa ee JIIOOMMHUILIEH.

— Ee BenmuectBo? Het, koneuno. f kak pa3 cobupanach uaATH cratb, Jxu. ..

— O, xoneuHo. He cMmeto Bac 3aaep:xuBaTh. [[pocTO MHE HY)HO CpPOYHO IIOTOBOPUTH C MaMOM.
SloGeran Bech ABOPEI] U HUT/IE HE MOTY €€ HalTH.

— He roproit, xun. TBos mama Bcerna mobuia noObiTh oaHa. HaBepHO, CUAUT B KaKOM-TO
YKPOMHOM YTOJIKE, YATAET WIIU TTHIIET.

— I'M-M... — Jl)xun mpucTanbsHO TOCMOTpEN Ha oBapuxy. — HaBepHo, Tak oHO U ecTb. JloOpoii
HOYH.

[ToBapuxa mokocwmiack Ha cygomoiiky. CrnaBa Csety, ee He ObUIO, KOTAa Ducca 3arjisHysa
Ha KyxHe. Hu y KOTO W3 MpUCIyrd HET TaKOro JJIMHHOTO s3bIl4Ka, kKak y Hemmm. U, xak Bce
JIEBYLIKA BO JBOpLE, OHa Oe3HalexHO BioOseHa B KpacaBua JDxuna. ymy mpojact 3a ero
MOLIETYH.

— CmoTpH, 4T0OBI OTOHB HE TIoTac, Hemmu. A He To yTpoM MIKYpy caepy.

— Koneuno, cynapeiss, — oTo3Banachk Helmm u MOYTUTENEHO MOKIOHHUIIACH.

VYnanssce, nmoBapuxa 3aMeTuiia YIbIOKY, KOTOpPYIO JIEBYILIKa IOJapuia MOJIOJOMY BOHUHY.
VYapiOKky 3Ty TpyaHo ObUIO Ha3BaTh poOKkoi. [loBepHYBIIMCH CHMHOW K IOHBIM HEAOTENaM |
YyBCTBYSI, YTO BOT-BOT YIAJET OT YCTAJOCTH, MoBapuxa m3fayia obmnerdyeHHoe «h-d-dy!» — tax
PE3KO, UTO ee MyXJible IIeKH Ha MUT' CTaJIi COBCEM IUTockuMu. M B camoM Jiene, kakas ngyxoral

[lIo mosiyTeMHBIM JIBOpUKaM KOPOJIEBCKOTO ABOpIA YKpaAKOM MpoOupaiuch IBOE. Jiucca
IIPEKPACHO 3HaNa, TJ€ CTOST MOCTHl U KOIJAa CTPaXKHUKU OTHPAaBIIAIOTCA Ha 00xox. Eme Oynyuu
cekperapem Jlopuca, oHa mpoBoaMiia LieJble Beuepa, Oecelysi ¢ BOMHAMHU: 3TU JIIOJIU CIYXUIH
KOPOJIIO, U OHa JI0JDKHA Oblia 3HaTh Kaxzaoro. Ckopo Diuncca 3alOMHUJIA UX UMEHA, IPUBBIYKH,
BBUSICHWJIA, KOTJa U rje cMeHsercs Kapayia. CTpaXHUKU Jaxe IOoKa3alu ed, Kak o0XoAasT
okpecTHOoCcTH. Temepb 3TW 3HaHusA el npuroawianuch. OHa TOYHO paccuuTalia, KOrAa CIexyeT
0Ka3aTbCsl Y MAJIECHbKOM JKEJIe3HOW KaJIMUTKH, YTOOBl OECHpensTCTBEHHO MOKUHYThH JaBopel. Koraa



METIIM YyTh CIBIITHO CKPUIHYJIM Y HHUX 32 CIIMHOW, KOpPOJIEeBA M €€ BEPHBIA JPYr NPIKAINCh K
KaMEHHOMW CTeHE M KaK0e-TO BpeMsi IepeBo I JayX. HakoHen Diicca THXO paccMesiach.

— 3ab6aBHO BbINLIO, CallJIEMEHTPO.

— Haneroch, THI Tak He CKaxelb, Korma Ero BemM4ecTBO OTHPaBUT MEHs Ha IUIaxy 3a
110100HbIE 320aBHI.

OnHako ¥ caM IeBeIl He MOT CIePXKaTh YIBIOKY.

— B3gop! — Dnmcca nerko ToJKHyNna €ro B Tpydb. — [blI 3a0bUI, KOTO COTIPOBOXIACIIb,
MeHectpens? Uaem!

Jlep>xach 3a pykd, OHM TOJHSUTUCH Ha mpHUropok. Korma-to Dmmcca 4acTo cupena 37ech ¢
CakceHoM, Haclax/aasch BO3MOXKHOCTBIO MoOecenoBaTh 0€3 MOCTOpPOHHUX yiied. Branu cmyrHo
TEMHeJla KpoMKa Jieca.

— ToI uTO-HUOYAB BUAUIIL? — menHys CalaeMeHTpo.

— Her, — Dnucca orOpocuia kamnromoH. — JlaBaii nojpoineM noommxke.

EnBa ona ycrmena MOTOBOPHTH, KaK BIIEPEIH BCIBIXHYJ KPOIIEYHBIH OTOHEK — BCIBIXHYI H
TyT ke morac. Ecim Dnmcca W MeHeCTpenb CMOTpENHd 4YyTh B CTOPOHY, OHH HHYEro OBl He
sametwin. Onun n3 Hebecupix OrHel 3a0yauics, ¢ HEKHOCTBIO MO TyMalia KOpoJieBa.

— Tyna! — BocknmKHysna OHa, BhIMycTHWiIa pyKy CamieMeHTpo, mojaoOpana TOJbl IUiama u
Opocuiachk K jecy — Tyaa, Iie BUJela CBeT.

CannemeHTpo mocienoBal 3a Hel. Best aTa 3arest ¢ HOYHOM MPOTYJIKOW BHE3AIMHO MepecTalia
€My HpaBUTHCA. HEMOHITHO moueMy y HEro B ymiax CHOBA 3a3ByYalll CJIOBa DiHCCHl: «MBI Bce
oOpeyeHb». TONBKO 3TOro HE XBaTalo. A €CIHM 3TO BCE-TAKH JIOBYIIKA W KTO-TO TIOTBITACTCS
HaBpenuTh Dimcce? Uto oH Oyaer nenath?

W Bapyr ero TpeBory Kak pykoil cHsuto. M3-3a nepeBbeB BHINIEN YEIOBEK, KOTOPOTO
CannemeHTpo y3HaJ OBl JaXKe B KPOMEIIHOW TEMHOTE.

— Cakcen! — BOCKIMKHYNMa Omucca, Opocasch B 00BAThS Kiyka. KoHeuHo, ciemoBaiio
COXpaHATh TUIIHMHY... HO OHA ObLIA CIIMIIIKOM CYACTIINBA.

Jlo 3Toro MrHoBeHUs OBIBILIUI IIUpKay U MPEACTaBUThH cebe HE MOT, KaK eMy HE XBaTaJlo 3TOH
qyZeCHOM »XeHITUHBI. OKa3bIBAaeTCs, BCE 9TO BPEMs OHA OCTABAJIACh JUIS HETO XPYIMKOH IEBOYKOMH,
MOYTH PEeOCHKOM, KOTOPYIO OH C TaKHM YIOBOJBCTBHEM IOJHSUI K KYIOJy IUPKa TEM BEYEPOM B
@porrmmeMe — BEYEpOM, KOTOPBIM M3MEHWI BCKO €ro KHM3Hb. 1 Teneps OH CHOBa JepXkKall €€ B
00BATBAX, C BOCTOProM Cilyllasi e cyacTiIuBbIid cMex. OH 3Hal, 4To pajgocTh Oyaer Heponroi. Yo
K, BOT €Il 0/IHA MPUYNHA HACTAUTHCS €10 CIIOJTHA.

— IlozapaBisiro ¢ OpakocodeTaHWeM, MOsI KOpojieBa! — KIyK YyTh OTCTPAaHWICS, a IOTOM
CHOBa OOHSUI, KaK JI0pororo npyra. — [Ipoctu, 4To ocTtaBmi TeOs Tak HAOITO.

HaBepHo, cnegoBajio TOKJIOHUTHCS HOBOM TpaBUTENbHUIE TammHOpa, HO Dimcca,
CUACTJIMBAs M CHAIOIIAs], BUCENIA y HETO Ha IIIee... W MPOTUB Takoro rpy3a CakCeH COBEPIIEHHO HE
BO3paKall.

— Tebe moBesno, KiIyk. SIMoria Obl TpHKa3aTh pa3pyouTh TeOS HAa KYCKH, HO HE CJEJalo
3TOTO, IOTOMY 4TO BitoOJieHa B TeOs mo ymu. Ho 3Tto B mocnennuii pas. Hukorma Gomnbie He
Opocaii MeHsl Tak HaJoJIro, — MPOBOPKOBAIA OHA, M KIYK MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO HE OH OJHMH YMEET
Kpenko 0OHUMATh.

— Cakcen! — 3aBormmmni CajuieMEHTPO, KOTOPBIA HAKOHEI-TO JorHanm uX. CakceH OepexHO
OITYCTHII DITUCCY Ha 3eMJIIO M Crped MEHECTpesl B OXanKy, CJIOBHO ME/IBEIb.

— Ocropoxno! — 3actonan CamieMeHTpo. — Mou nanbipl... MHE 3aBTpa UrpaTh Ha JIOTHE!

— B roctax xoporo, a goma Jrydiie, — KIyK MUAPOKO YIBIOHYJICS, BIOXHYJ CBEKHUNA HOYHON
BO3JIyX U 3aKJIIOYUII B OOBATHS 000MX pa3oM — €ro pykKd ObUIM JOCTATOYHO BEJIMKH JJISI 3TOrO. —
Nnemre co MHOM.

W onH moBiek ux B poiry. Dnmcca OblIa paja HATH 32 HUM Kyzaa yroaHo. Temepb oHa 3Haua,
YTO €d HUKTO HE YTPOXKAET.

— A k uemy Bce 3TH TaiiHbl, CakceH? CallJIeMEHTpO HE XOTeJ MEHs OTIIYCKAaTh — OH pellun,
9TO 3TO JIOBYIIKA.

— OH nposBISI OCTOPOKHOCTh, Baimie BenudecTBo, — oTKIMKHYNICS CakceH. — U Obun



COBEpILIEHHO TIPaB.

— [Noxkaiyiicta, 30BM MeHSI DIMCCOM, — B3MOJIMIIACh OHA. — XOTA OBl B Kpyry apysei. JlagHo,
9T0 y TeOsl 3a yKacHas TaliHa, KOTOPYIO HENb3sl PacKpbiTh B cTeHax asopma? Kaxercs, ToI
coOupaicsi KOro-To puBecTu?

VnpiOka Cakcena wucuesna. Temepp MX CKphIBAIM JEPEBBS, W ODIUCCAa MOTJa 3TOTO HE
3aMEeTHUTh, HO KIYK MTOYYBCTBOBAJI HETIPHITHBIA TPENET B XKUBOTE. BOT OH, MHUT, KOTOPBIA PEIIUT
Bce. Kak Dnucca npumeTt BecTb, KOTOPYIO OH NMpUHec? XBaTUT JIU €i cuil MpUHATH npaBry? Treicsua
TPEBOXKHBIX MBICIIEH TpoHEecTuch B royioBe y CakceHa, TMOKa JBE TMapbl Iia3 MPHUCTAIBHO M
HEJIOYyMEHHO CMOTpenu Ha Hero. OH CIHMIIKOM JI0JTO NMpeObiBall B HEpemuTeabHOCTH. JIyHHOE
CHSIHHE JIMJIOCH CKBO3b BETKH JIEPEBBEB, W OH 3aMETWJ, KaK 10 MPEKPAaCHOMY JIHMIly DIIUCCHI
npoOexana TeHb OECTIOKOMCTRA.

— B yem geno, Caxcen?

Kaxercs1, oHa goraganach, 4To €€ )KIyT He caMble TIPUSTHBIC BECTH.

Knyr tuxo omyctuics Ha muedo Cakcena. [Ipuneren, uroOsr momiepxkath apyra... Ha mgymre
y KJIyKa TIOTEIUIENIO, OH MOl NTHIy, OJlarofaps ee, U yBUJIeN, Kak Iia3a DIMCCH CHOBA CUSIIOT
PasoCThIO.

— Knyr! Caxkcen, Tbl ero cnac?

Knyk xuBHyn. CnoBa 3acTpeBaiii y Hero B ropie. OCTaBajioch JHINL HPOTSHYTH PYKY,
MO3BOJISISI COKOJIy CIYCTHTBCS Ha 3amsictbe. OH TOJHEC NTHIy OJHcce, M KOpoJeBa HEKHO
MOIIeJI0BaJIa MIEPHATOTO Kpacasiia. ITo ObUT cokos Topa, U OHA HE MOTJIa €r0 He JIIOOUTH.

— O, Knyr... — Ha ee ria3ax nokasanuch ciesbl. — Tol xkuB. Y cHoBa ¢ Hamu. Kak Oynro u Top
TOXE 3/1ECh. ..

Cakcen moxonozaen. OT 3THX HEBHHHBIX CJOB BOJIOCHI y HETO BCTaNM IbIOOM. BeIBIImit
nupkad nokocuiics Ha CaJJIEeMEHTPO W B OTBET HA €r0 HEMOM BOIPOC IPYCTHO MOKaYasl TOJIOBOM.
OH BepHyIca TOMOU ¢ AypHbIMHU BecTsMU. Ho 4TO, KpoMe HUX, MPUBE3 ITON MPOXJIAAHONW HOUBIO
kiyk Cakcen?

UYro xe no Kiyra, To npuunHa ero OecrioKoWCTBa mpsATaiach B ATOT MHI 3a JIEPEBBSIMU U
Ha0Jrogal1a 3a MPOUCXOISIIHAM.

«5I He Mory Tak ¢ HeH MOCTYIHUTH», — MPOTOBOPHI TOp, MBICIEHHO 0O0pamasch K CBOEMY
nepHaToMy Apyry. ['0BOpH OH BCITyX, €r0 TOJIOC OBl APOTHYIL.

«Te1 momwken u 3Haemb 310. Cobepuch ¢ ayxom, Top. Dmucca Kyna CHIbHEE, Y€M ThI
nymaenib. Yem Tol puckyemb? Tem, uto oHa TeOs Bo3HEHaBUAUT? Y TeOs HeT BhiOOpa. He 3a0ymp,
Opitak yxe Ha cBO0OIE».

[Tpu mmenu Opnaka Topa oxBatui rHeB. Tenepb OH y)xe HUYEro He Oosics. MATeXHbIN OOT
I'PO3UJIICS Pa3bICKATh BCEX, KOTO OH JIOOUT? 3HAUUT, IEPBOU XKEPTBOM MOKET cTaTh Jnucca. YToObl
3aOIUTHTh €€, TpPHIETCI OTKPHITh mpaBay. Ona Bo3HeHaBumuT TopkuHa ['muTa? IlycTh
HEHABHJIUT. .. HO ITO3BOJIUT ce0st criacTh. Top MOYyBCTBOBAI, KaK CIIA0CIOT KOJICHH.

Jlaypun u ['mneoH crosum crpaBa U clieBa OT OTIA, M TOp Y4yBCTBOBAN MX JIFOOOBB, KOTOpast
TEKJIa K HEMY, CIIOBHO KMBHUTEJIbHAS BJIara.

«He 6oiics, — mennyna Jlaypun. — Ecnu skeHIIMHA TO-HACTOSIIEMY JIFOOUT, OHA HE CMOKET
IPE3NPaTH.

«Ona npoctut Tebs1, oTeny, — 106aBwi [ uAeoH, cornamasichk ¢ CECTpOH.

Onucca momATWIIACh W MocMoTpena Ha CakceHa. BHe3amHo eif mokas3aioch, YTO YeENOBEK,
CTOSIIIMI TIepe]] Hell — y)Ke He TOT 30JI0TOBOJIOCHIH KiITyK CaKkceH, KOTOPOro OHA TaK XOPOIIO 3HAeT.
Uro o3Ha4aeT CTpaHHOE BhIpakeHHE ero ymmna? EmMy HETOBKO, OH BCTPEBOXKEH... HO BeAb HE
notomy, uto Kyt xyma-to mosieren? CakceH y)e MPOYUCTUII TOPJIO, HO DJrcca ONepeuia ero.

— Bce paBno, CakceH. OgHUM MoJTyaHUEM € O€/10i HE CIIPaBUIIIBCSL.

Kityk mosya kuBHYII.

— Moii otenr ymep?

— Het Dnucca. I BooG1ie He BUAEN TBOEro OTHA. DTO ObLIA IPOCTO XUTPOCTD.

EMy mago momoun, poragamace Onucca. OH u3Myuwics, uccrpagaics... CamieMeHTpo
MOJIOTIIETT C3aIU U B35UT €€ 3a PYKY, HO DJHcca MITKO 0CBOOOIUIIACK.



— 3Hauut, ['o1? Tl 4TO-TO Y3HAT O HEM U OOMIIbCI MHE paccKa3aTh?

— W toT To)e. Ho paam Hero s He cTan Obl BBI3BIBATH TEOs B jiec cpeau HouM. [Ipocto... s
MIPHUBEJI TOTO, KTO OYEHBb XOUET T€OS BHIIETD.

U, x ee BenuuaiilieMmy U3yMJIEHUIO, OIYCTUJICS HA OJJHO KOJICHO U MOLETI0BAJ €i pyKY.

— IIpocTH 3a Bce, YTO g BO3BpaIllal0 B TBOIO KU3Hb, MOSI KOPOJIEBa.

UYro ¢ Cakcenom? Uto 3a cTpansble ciioBa? Thicsun NpenocTepekeHui 3a3Bydaiu B roJI0BE y
Omuccsl. Bee ee Teno kpuyano B TpeBore. Cakcen Oowutcs. Ilouemy? Koro on npusen, yto myraer
€ro HacTOJIbKO, YTO OH HE MOKET 3aCTaBUTh ceOs Ha3BaTh UMsI 3TOTO YeloBeKa?

«Boixonu, Top, — MmbiciienHo npomentan Kiyr. — He mennu. Hamu cepaua u Hama 1:000Bb ©
TOOOI».

[IpukazaB AeTSIM He NOKa3bIBaThCs, IIOKA OH CaM UX He M030BeT, Top BhILIEN U3-3a JEPEBHEB.
Korpma cydox XpycTHYJ y HETO 1101 HOTOM, KopoJieBa TaimuHopa 06epHy1ach.

Omna yxe nepeOpajna B yMe BCEX, KOro 3Hajla, 1 HU Ha KOM He ocTraHoBmiach. KTo oH, 3TOT
TauHCTBEHHBIM mnocerutens? Koraa xpycr 3a cnumHOM MpHUBJIEK €€ BHMMaHUE, OHA 3aMeTHiia B
MOJIyMpaKe CUITy3T 4yesioBeka. [loxoske, He3HaKOMeI MpATAJICA 3a IepEeBbIMU. DJKcca YyBCTBOBAJIA,
YTO Yy Hee 3a cmMHOM BcTall CakceH, YTO OH MPOTATUBAET PYKY, YTOObI KOCHYTBHCS €€, M MOCIIEIIHO
mar”Hyia BHepeA. TaWHCTBEHHBIM TOCTh MO-IIPEKHEMY OCTaBalICi B TEHU. PoOCIbI,
HIMpoKoIuieuuii... B atom Obuto yTO-TO 10 GOJIM 3HAKOMOE. Dnucca 3aTamwia japixaHue. CTpaHHoO,
[IOYEMY HUKTO HE CIIBIIIUT, KaKk ObeTcs ee cepaue. OT 3TUX IpoOMONOJA00HBIX yIapOB 3aKJIabIBAIIO
VIIM, OHHM JIOJDKHBI TIOJHSTH Ha HOTM Bech nBopen! ['ocTh mpuOnmusmics eme Ha JaBa Iara.
HeBo3moxHO. OH HarmomMuHall 4eloBEKa, KOTOPOrO0 HE MOI HAallOMUHATh, KOTOPOTO MPOCTO HE
MOTJIO 371ech ObITh. Koria oH Ha3Basl ee 1Mo MMEeHHU, DIucca OKOHYATEIIbHO yOeaunach, 94To pa3sym
UTpaeT ¢ HeHl B KaKylo-TO CTpAIIHYIO UTpy. Moxer ObITh, OHA cnuT? JIoMKHO OBITh, OHA YCHYJIA U
3abmymunack B coOcTBeHHBIX Kommapax. Ho 3auem Cakcen mocnan eit 3tot con? W mouemy
YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIH TOJBKO YTO BBINIEN W3 TEHH, TOBOPUT rojiocom TopkuHa ['mHTa, moyemy oH
JEPKUTCS B TOYHOCTU Kak Topkud ['uHT?

— Dnucca... ato 5. Top.

«Top», — MBICTIEHHO TIOBTOpUJIA Ducca. BHe3amHo eif cTano HeueM JIbIIIaTh.

— Ho... Ho Top meptB. Cakcen, 4To 3TO 3a UIyTKH? — €€ T0JIOC IPEIaTeIbCKH 3aPOxKal.

CakceH yxe CTOsUI PsiIoM.

— Ot10 He mryTKa, Jnmcca. OH KUB.

CayieMeHTpO MPUILIOCH ONEPEThCs O JIEPEBO, YTOOBI yaepxaThcsi Ha Horax. OH He Bepui
CBOMM IJ1a3aM U YILIaM.

Top poOko marnyn Brnepea. Eie nBa mara — 1 OH CMOXET MPOTAHYTh PYKY U KOCHYTHCS €€.
Onucca OplIa Tak MPEKpacHa, YTO JyX 3aXBaThIBAJIO — ATO OBLIO BHUIHO JaXK€ MPHU TYCKIOM CBETE
nynbl. [Torom Top BcmomawmA, KTo niepen HuM. Jla, ee riaza mupoKo paclaxHyThl, Kak y 0€3yMHOM,
OHa 3aJbpIXaeTcsd OT BOJHEHHUS, M Ceplle y Hee Obercs, Kak y HCIyraHHod yactouku. Ho sta
XKeHIIMHA — KopoJieBa TamnuHopa. OH J0KEH NPEKIIOHUTh KOJIEHU U MOKJIOHUTHCS.

— Bamre BenmnuecTso. ..

OTU cTporue cioBa pa3Besuld cTpax, HO He Oojee Toro. beckoHeuHo moTpsiceHHas, Dnucca
CMOTpEJIa Ha 4eJloBeKa, KoToporo Jirobuna Bcerga. OHa OoJibllie HE YyBCTBOBaJa COOCTBEHHOTO
Tena — OHO cJI0BO oHemeno. [la, 3To 1 B caMoM Jienie oH, Kpacasell TopkuH ['MHT, oTell ee MEpTBOro
ChIHA. OTOT YEJIOBEK O€3yMHO JIOOMJI €€ W paad ee chaceHus momen Ha cMmepth. OnHa
cOOCTBEHHBIMM TIJIa3aMH BHJEJA, KaK KaMEHb pacKkoJiosl eMy rosioBy. OHa Bujena, Kak KpOBb
XJIBIHYJIAa Y HETO M3 PaHbl, © BMECTE C KPOBBIO YIIIIa XU3Hb. Buaena — M MOTOMY JOJTHE TOJIBI
npeObIBaia B OTYASHUH, IIBITASICh CMUPUTHCA C TIOTEPEN JTFOOMMOTO.

W Bopyr Dnucca BCIIOMHMIIA, Kak CTPAaHHO Aepkaics Mepkyd B JeHb Ka3HH. Ero sicHble
cepble Iia3a IVIsSIeIN Ha Hee Tak JI0Jro, CJIOBHO CTapUK XOTEN CKa3aThb YTO-TO BakHoe. [loToM oH
BCE-TaKu 3aroBOpWJI, HO Mpou3Hec Juilb oAHy ¢pa3y: «Haiingu CamneMeHTpo OH OJIUH U3
[TanaguHoBY». M mocnan eit BO3AYIMIHBIA MOLENyH. DTO CMYTHUIO DJHCCY — Jla U HE TOJBKO €e.
Xepek, KOTOphIi Toraa eile He OblI nmpaiM-o(puLepoM, TOKEe OTMETHII, YTO JIEKaph caM Ha ceOs He
MTOXOX.



CnoBHO J€cATOK KyJakOB OJIHOBPEMEHHO yaapui eil B kuBoT. Heyxenn Mepkyn cHoBa
nob6enun? Heyxenu crapblii XuTpel, cymeln BolpBaTh Topa u3 jgan cMepT?

Onucca obepHynack u mocMmotpena Ha CakceHa, HO OH CTOSJI, MOTYNHUBIIUCH, YTOOBI HE
BCTpEYaTbesi ¢ Her B3MsioM. CallZIeMEHTpPO SIBHO HE y4acTBOBAJI B 3TOM 3aroBOpE, HO M OH OTBEI
rijasa.

KoponeBa cuoBa moBepHynack k Topy. OH Tak W CTOSUI, TMPEKIOHHWB KOJIEHO. MOXKHO
M0JlyMaTh, €My HHTEPECHEE PA3TIIIIbIBATh TPABUHKH, YEM €.

I'ope o6pymunocs Ha Diuccy, CI0BHO MOpcKas BojiHa. Enie HeMHOTO, M OHa 3axJieOHeTCs, He
yCIleB TOCIENHUN pa3 BIOXHYTH BO3IAyX. bonb, cTpamaHue, THEB... Tpu crapbIX TOBapHIIa,
KOTOpBIE CHOBA BEPHYJIUCH, YTOOBI MOTENIATHCS Ha Dnuccoid KBuH.

— Bcranbp! — oHa HaKOHEI-TO HalIa CHJIBI 3arOBOPUTH. — BCTaHb M TOCMOTpPU Ha MEH,
npenareib.

B nepBblit MUT HUKTO HE MOIIEBeNUiICs. TOT MPUKa3 3acTajl BpacIuloX Jaxe ee caMmy. 3aTeM
Top noAHsICSA HAa HOTH.

— ITocmoTpu MHe B TJ1a3a, — MpUKa3ana JJmcca.

Top 4yTh MOAHSII TOJOBY, B KPOXOTHBIE OTOHBKH, KOTOPBIE COMPOBOXKIAIN €0 B TEYCHUE
MOCIIETHUX JHEH, OCBETHIIN €TO JIULIO.

3Haunt, 3T0 ObUM Bce-Taku HebGecuvie Ornu, nporamanace Onucca. Ee Tpsicno, u
MIPUXOAUIIOCH CO BCEH CHIIbI CTUCKUBATh KyJIaKH, 4TOObI crpaBUThbcs ¢ coboit. Teneps, korjga ero
TUIO0 OBUTO 03apEHO SIPKUM CBETOM, COMHEHHI HE OCTaBAJIOCh. TaKUX HEMBICIMMO TOJIyOBIX Tia3
HE MOrjo ObITb HU Yy Koro, kpome TopkuHa I'mnTta. B crnenmyromuii mur Omucca pasrisjaena
KpPacHOBATHIN IIpaM Ha JI0Y — CJIeJT OT TOTO CaMOTO KaMHS.

['HeB Bckumen B Hel. Dnmcca caenana mar K Topy u 3aHecna pyKy, U CIy9HIIOCh TO, Yero He
oXuai naxe oH. Kak MaieHbpKkas, XpyIKas KeHIIIMHA CMOTJIa HE TIPOCTO JIOTSHYTHCS J0 €ro MICKH,
HO Y OTBECHUTH IOIIEUYNHY TAKOW CHIIBI, YTO OH ITOIIATHYJIICS ?

A moTom KopoJieBa pa3pblaaiack. Bce cie3pl, KOTOpbIe CKOMMIMCH 33 TOJIBI ITeYal, TIOTOKOM
XJIBIHYJIM U3 €€ TJIa3.

«Top! — mpenocreperaromie kpuknyn Kiryt. — Crozia KTO-TO UIeT».

Jxkun oOBICKaJI BECh JBOPEI] M €r0 OKPECTHOCTH, HO O€3yCNemHO, W HE Ha IIyTKY
BCTpeBOKUJICS. HeynuBUTENbHO: Yy HETO HE OCTAaBaJIOCh COMHEHMI, YTO KOpOJIEBA HAXOIHUTCS 3a
CTEeHaMHM JBOpIIa, XOTsI BOPOTA OCTAaBAIMCh 3aKpbIThl. HUKTO U3 cTpaxu ee He Buaeln, CaljieMeHTpo
Toxke ucues. Ilpu 3Tom Bce, Kak OAMH, yTBepXKJaiu, yTo HU Ee BenuuecTtBo, HU MPHUABOPHBIN
MEHECTpEJb BO JABOpax ABOpLA HE NOSBISUIMCH. B TakoM cityyae, KyJaa OHU nojieBaiuch? B koHne
KOHLIOB, IOHOIIA CHOBAa OKa3aJicsi BO3J€ KyXHH, HO BHYTpPh 3aXoJuTh He cTal. OH yxe He
COMHEBAJICSL: €CIIM DJIHMCCE 3aX0TENI0Ch TAWKOM MOKUHYTH IBOPEIl, OHa Hamuia crnoco6. Ho 3adem eit
BOOOIIIE MOHAOOUIIOCH Ky/Ia-TO YXOUTh?

B 3TOT MHTr cO CTOpPOHBI POILIUIIBI, W3-3a MPUTOPKA, JTOHECCS MPUTIIYLIEHHBIN BCKPUK. 3BaTh
noaMory Obuio Hekorpa. Jxunm co Bcex HoOr Opocuics Tyna. TojlbKO OH OJMH OTBEYAaeT 3a
6e3omacHOCTh KoposieBbl Tammuopa. Eciv ¢ rojioBbl ero marepu ymajer XOTh OAMH BOJIOC,
BHHOBHBIM 3aIUTATHT 32 3TO COOCTBEHHOM JKU3HBIO.

HOub1#1 oduiiep BieTen B polly ¢ 0OHA)KEHHBIM MEYOM B pyKe, IPOOUJICS Yepe3 MOIECOK. .. U
3amMep KaK BKONIaHHBIN. Kakoi-ToO poCiblil TEMHOBOJIOCHIN Y€I0BEK MOHUMAICS ¢ 3eMin. [loxoxke,
KTO-TO cOmi ero ¢ HoT. Psnom crosmu Camtementpo u Cakcen. Cakcen? byap on Hemanen! OH-TO
OTKy/1a B3suICs?

Kinyk oGHMMAaIn 3a msiedn KopoJsieBy, a Ta OE3yTeIIHO phiaja.

—Bo ums Csera, 4TO 37€Ch NMPOUCXOIUT? — KPUKHYJ OH, IPUCTABUB K rOpJIy HE3HAKOMIA
OCTpHUE Meya.

CakceH MoHs1, YTO JOJKEeH BMelaTbes. [lapeHs siBHO He B cebe U cropsiya MOXKET HATBOPUTD
Jell.

— Ycnokovcsa, Ixun. Ee BenuuecTBO *uBa M 310poBa. IIpocTo OHA TOJNBKO YTO MOJIydHIIa
U3BECTHE, KOTOPOE €€ OYEHb B3BOJHOBAIO... M oropuwio. Ham Hago mpoBoauTh ee Haszaja BO



JIBOpELL.

Jlxun npuctanbHo nocMoTpena Ha CakceHa, notom Ha CamiemeHnTpo. Kityk SIBHO 4TO-TO He
noroBapuBajl. OnHako B poIIMIE OBLJIO TEMHO, M IOHOLIA €/1Ba MOT DPa3IJIAfeTh JHUIa JIIOJCH,
KOTOPBIE CTOSIIM NIEPE]] HUM — HE TOBOPS yXKe O TOM, 4T0oObI OHATh UX HacTpoenue. Her, Cakceny
OH FOTOB JIOBEPUTDH CBOIO JKU3Hb, U1 MaTh MOIJIa Obl MOJIUCATHCS MO ITUMHU clioBaMu. Tak ecTh Ju
MIPUYMHBI OTKa3bIBATh KIYKY B JOBepUn?

— Tsl! ocTprie Meya KOCHYJIOCH 1I€d TEMHOBOJIOCOTO YeaoBeKa. — Thl KTO Takoit?

Top ObLT TOTOB OTBETUTH, HO DnHcca onepenuia ero. OHa yxe oBiazaena co00il U TOBOPHIIA,
KaK UCTUHHas KOpOJeBa.

— Oto0 Ham obmuii apyr. OH npuBe3 BakHbIE BECTU. TBOM JOJT MPUHATH €ro, Kak Jiro00ro
MIOYETHOT'O TOCTS.

JI>xuna oXBaTUJIM COMHEHUS, OJTHAKO OH OTBEJI M€Y U yOpas ero B HOXKHbI, @ IOTOM ILarHyi K
Dnucce.

— VY Tebst Bce B mopsiike, Mmama?

Koponese ynanocs yiablOHYTbCS, XOTS B IJ1a3aX /10 CHX HOP CTOSUTH CJIE3bI.

— IIpocTH, uTo 0OMaHyna Te€0s, ChIH, — OHA KOCHYJIACh €ro 1eKH. — [IpocTo MHe KaxeTcsi, 4To
THI CJIMIIIKOM MeHs onekaenib. Bee xopomo. [Iposoaums Hac? Maem, cTtapeiii Ipyr, — OHa TOBOPHIIA
BECEJI0, HO OBLJIO CIBILIHO, YTO 3TO JIMIIL NIPUTBOPCTBO. — Ham ecTh 0 uem nobeceioBaTh.

— Bamre BenmmyecTtBO... — mporoBopwi Top, W Bce B3MIsABI OOpatwinch K Hemy. — ...
npuexan He OUH. bynieT 11 MHe 03BOJIEHO B35Th C COOON MOMX CITyTHUKOB?

CakceH B oTyasiHUM 3aKpbli I1a3a. Berpeua ¢ Topom okaszanach HENErKUM HUCIIBITAHUEM JJIS
Omuccsl. To, 4To OHA YBUIUT OTOM, MOXKET YOUTH €€.

— Kak xouems. fIpama BceM Bam.

Kax 6e33a00THO OoHa 3TO mpomsHecna... M rojgoc y Hee OoJibllie HE APOKHUT, U TOJIOBY OHA
JIEPKUT BBICOKO, KaK BCET/IA.

KoponeBa B3sima cBOero mpUEMHOTO ChlHA IMOJ PYKYy M HalpaBUiach MPOYb U3 POIIMLIBI.
CayieMeHTpO MOCIEIIHO MPUCOESTUHIIICSA K HUM.

«HaknHbTE KaIIOIIOHBI», — MBICIEHHO mpeaynpeaua Top, M aeTH noBUHOBainuch. Ha
LBIMOYKAX MMOKUHYB YKPBITHE, OHHM IOILIU PsioM ¢ oTHOM U CakceHoM, CleloM 3a MaJeHbKOM
XpYIKOW KEHIIUHOM — KOpoJIeBOH TayuIMHOpa, MX MaTephlo.

Knyr ocrancs B pome. OH He 3aBujgoBall HU Topy, HU €ro CeMEWCTBY, HU CBOHUM
copaTHuKkaM-IlanaguHam — HOTOMY 4TO yXe 3Hal, YTO UX KIET.

MnaBa 34
Yac oTkpoBeHus

KoposeBa npoBena roctei B CBOM MOKOH. 3a BCE 9TO BPEMs HUKTO HE IMPOU3HEC HU CJIOBA, U
TUIIMHA CTAHOBWJIACh HANpPsDKEHHOW. He3HakomIpl, KOTOphIX TpuBen Top, Tak W HE CHSUH
KaIoIIoHbI, HO DJHcce OBIJIO HE 10 TOTO: €H €/1Ba y1aBaJIOCh COXPaHITh cCaMO00IaIaHue.

— Cmacu6o Ttebe, JIxum, — oHa morenoBana roHoury. — [Ipoctn, 4Tto 3acraBmiia TeOS
MIOBOJIHOBATHCS. .. MOXKHO, 51 Koe 0 yeM Tebst nonpoiry? Caenail oJo/pkeHue, Hailin Koro-HuOy b
U3 CIIY’)KaHOK. MBI ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM YETO-HUOY/Ib BBHITHEM.

Ceronnst oHa cama Ha ce0sl He TIOX0Xka, OTMETHII IOMOIIHUK TpaiiM-oduiepa. M roctu y Hee
crpansble. OJTHAKO MEPEYUTh OH HE OCMEITHIICS.

Crnenom okou KOpoJieBbl MOKUHYI CakceH.

EnBa nBepb 3a CIMHOM KITyKa 3aKpblIach, OH HETPOMKO OKJIMKHYII FOHOIITY, M TOT OOEpHYJICS.

— A Tenieps Oynp 100p, CakceH, 0OBICHH MHE, — MpadHO Tpomumeln oH. — Ocienu Te6s Caer,
YTO TYT TBOPUTCSA?

[Toxoxe, JIxun ObUT B IPOCTH, OJTHAKO KAaKUM-TO UyJIOM Jiepkaji cedst B pykax. Jla, Manbuuk
BbIpoc. YenoBek, KOTOPbI cTosin mepes; CakceHOM, 3aCiyXHJI YBaKEHHE, ¢ KOTOPHIM TTOJI0KEHO
OTHOCHTBCS K TIOMOITHHUKY MpaiM-oduiiepa.

— Jla, MHe mpuaeTcss MHOTOE Tebe O00BsCHWUTH, — CakceH IoKadaja ToJoBO. — Bce odeHb



CIIOHO U 3alyTaHO, HO... BE€pb CBOEW Marepu. DTO CBA3aHO C €€ MPOIUIOHN >KU3HBIO — ThI )K€
3Haelb oHa He Bcerja xwia B Tane. Iloka jxe Mory cka3aTh T€O€ TOJIBKO OJHO: HUKTO U3 3THUX
J0JIel He MPUYUHUT el 311a. OHU IPUBE3JIM BECTH, KOTOPHIE €l HEMPEMEHHO 3aX04eTCs YCIbIIATh.
[Iycte oHM moroBopsT 6e3 mocropoHHHX. A Mbl ¢ CayieMEHTpPO BCTaHEM Yy JBepeil u Oyaem
KapayJHTh, TIOKA Thl HE BEPHEIIBCH.

Jlxun kuBHYI. Ero pyr ckasajl MHOTO... M HE CKa3aJl HUYErO.

— B takom ciyqae, Cakcen, 63 MEHsI HUKOTO HE BITYCKaTh U HE BBITYCKATh. MBI OHSIIN JPYT
apyra?

— Cnymiarocse, cyaapb.

Knyk 3ameruni, kak y IOHOLIM BBITSHYJIOCH JIMIO. A MapeHb HE 0KHUAajl TaKoro OTBETa OT
CBOEr0 CTApOTro YYUTEIsl, OIyMaJl OH.

— Ckopo BepHYCh, — OypkHyn JKumn, OpocuB cBupenbii B3risg Ha CalieMeHTPO, KOTOPBIMA
TOJIBKO YTO BBIIIEI U3 TIOKOEB KOPOJIEBBI.

Menectpenb B310xHYA. OH yxe moHsul, uro J[KWiI o3ajjauyeH HE MEHbIIE €ro CaMmoro —
ciaboe, HO yremenue. Hudero, nogyman CanneMeHTpo, TUXO 3aTBOPUB JBepb. CKOpPO BEpHETCS
KOpOJIb, @ BMECT€ C HMM — IIPUBBIYHAS pa3MepeHHas >KU3Hb. 10, YTO MPOUCXOIWIO ceidac,
HaIOMUHAJIO Ope/l CyMacHIeAMIero.

B mokosix kopoJieBbl HO-IPEKHEMY LIAPWIO MOJYaHUE. DJucca U TPOE €€ IocTel CTOSIIH,
MeperJIsiAbIBAINCh, U YyBCTBOBAIN ce0sl BECbMa HEYIOTHO.

Dnucca MojoKaana, Moka 3akporoTcs 1Bepu. YTo Obl HU CIY4YMIIOCh, OHA HE ITYCTUT BCE Ha
CaMOTEK... M HE J]acT BOJIM CBOUM UyBCTBaM.

— MoxeT, Thl NpPEeJCTaBUILb MEHS CBOUM JpY3biIM? — OCBEAOMMUIACh OHA Mpexzae, yeM Top
ycIesl IPOU3HECTH XOTh CJI0BO. OT HEe TaK U BESUIO CTYKEH.

OH BCIIOMHHJI CJIOBa MpEeayNpexaeHus, KoTopbsle Opiiak Mpou3HEC Ha BEPLIMHE XOJIMa, O
MECTH, KOTOpYIO 3aayMai 6or. OHU HU Ha 1Iar He NpUOIM3MWINCh K pasrajike TalHbl TpHelnHCTBA.
Top uyBcTBOBajN, Kak Oymryror LlBera. OH Kumen oT rHeBa, HO 3TO ObUI 'HEB Ha CaMoro ceos.
Ckoyibko 007 M TeYaJidi OH TPHHOCUT TeM, KTo psaom! Her, xBatutr orvyamBaThesa. CeromHs
Dnucca MOJIy4UT MOJApOK, KOTOpBIM OH mpuBe3 eil. Jtor momapok — ee aeru. Mx nperu. Top
3aIyCTHJI ISATEPHIO B BOJIOCHI M mpuriaquil ux. KoHeil Ha mepenpaBe HEe MEHSIOT... HO Kak 3TO
TPYIOHO — CKa3aTh TO, YTO OH XOYET CKa3aTh, C/AeJaTh TO, YTO HamepeH caenats! Henb3s mpocrto
COOOINUTh TaKyl0 HOBOCTb >KEHIIMHE, KOTOpas yKe Iepexusia OoJHO HoTpsiceHue. Bmpouewm...
IpaBAy TOBOPUTH HE BCETrJIa JIETKO U MPUSATHO, HO 3TO €ro J0JT.

— Dnucca....

VYcnpimas cBoe UMs, OHA B3JAPOTHYJA, KaK HaTAHyTas CTpyHa. Top 3aMeTws 3TO, HO
OCTaHAaBJIMBAThHCS HE cOOMpaCs.

— Oto 'uneon u JlaypuH... MOU JCTH.

Jlyma KOpoJieBbl, Ka3aJloCh, yMepia Thicsauy pa3. JleTu. 3HauuT, OH JKEHUJICS, y HEro ecTb
neru. Ei )ku3HB Takoro nojapka He cienana. Yro x, 1a OyaeTr Tak. Dnucca cxkaia KyJakd ¢ TaKou
CHJIOH, YTO HOI'TH BOH3WJIUCH B J1aJJoHU. OHA HE XOTesla HUKOTo BUAETh, BCE, UTO €Il TpeboBaIoch, —
310 cobpathcs ¢ cwitamu. Eme oqun ynap. Ho ona He 3ammadet. J[Boe B KamromoHax MOI4a CTOSIIN
y OKHa, ¥ DJucca 3acTaBuiia ce0si K HUM NoBepHyThcs. CIOBHO MOYYBCTBOBAB 3TO, OHU OTKUHYIIH
KaITIOIIOHBI ¥ OKJIOHUJIKCh.

— Bamie BennuectBo... Baie BenuuecTso...

[To Beuepam Dmmcca nrodusa MoymMpak, HO3TOMY B 3TO BpeMsl B €€ IPUEMHOM TOpelio JIUIIb
HecKoJIbKO cBedyeil. Ho comHenuii He Obu10: Manbuuk — cbiH Topkuna ['unta. OH cTosin nepex Hell,
pacnpaBuB IUIEYH, U KOPOJIEBA HE MOIJIa OTAENATHCS OT OJHON-EIMHCTBEHHOM MBICIM: TaKUM K€
obu1 Top, korma moiiman ee Oyker mnocine Tanpma I[lBeroB. Yucroe (oHOe JMIO... H
OCJIENIUTENBbHO-T0TyOBIe TI1a3a Topa, crnocoOHbIe CMATUUTS Jito0oe cepaie. OH ObUT Tak K€ XOPOIl
co0o0i1, KaKk M ero oTen, ¥ DJIMCCe XOTEI0Ch BO3HEHABUIETh 3TOr0 MPENECTHOrO MaJIbuMKa, KaK ero
OTLA... U KaK MaTbh, U3 YpeBa KOTOPOI MOSIBUJIOCH ATO TUTS Jr00BU. UynHBINH MOJapOK, KOTOPHIH
OHa cJieJlaTh HE CMOIJIa.



I'uneon marnyn Brepen. Uro nenars? Yero ket ot Hero oren? [louemy He OTKpbIBaeT Bee
npasabl? Ho aTa ocnenuTenbHO NpeKpacHas XKEeHIUWHA, KOTopasl CTosjia Mepes HUM — €ro MaTh —
TakK crpajaaer... Heyxenu oH He MOXKET IPOCTO MPUKOCHYThCS K Hel? KOHoIIa B35J1 ee MaJIeHbKYIO,
Y3KYIO PYKY, HU3KO CKJIOHMJICSL M KOCHYJICS €€ T'yOamH.

KoponeBy paspeiBanu npoTuBopedrBbie uyBcTBa. OTel], BbUIMTHIA oTel. B 3T0T Mur ona
naxke He cMena nojaHATh Ha Topa rmas. IlepeBens nyx, oHa ocBoOOIMIIach PyKy, HO BCE €lIe
YyBCTBOBaJIa IPUKOCHOBEHHE €ro I'y0 K CBOEH KOXKe.

W Tyt OHa yBuENA 1EBOUKY.

besymnpeunoe oBaibHOE JIMYUKO B 00pamMiIeHUH OJIECTALINX BOJIOC LIBETA MEJia, XpYIKasi, YyTh
yriaoBatas purypka... [la ocnenut ee Csetr! MoxeT ObITh, 3TO COH?

[Ipexxne, yeM ManeHbKas KpacaBulla ycliela IMPOM3HECTH IIOJIOKEHHBIE CJIOBa — a OHA,
HECOMHEHHO, 3Haja, KaK BBIPAa3UTh KOPOJIEBE IOYTEHUE, — MM XOTsA Obl HOLIEBEIUTbCA, Top
nojomien K Jimcce. 9To ObUIO TOYTH HEBBIHOCUMO. JIFOOOBH K YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPBIN Mpeal ee, Bela
CXBAaTKYy C HEHABUCTbIO, pa3yM ObUI HE B CHJIaX NOCTUYb Ipoucxopsiiee. Bee, uro Morna Dnucca, —
3TO CMOTPETH B OTPOMHBIE cepo-3eneHble raa3a Jlaypun, nouepu Topa. ['maza, koTopsie B3upanu Ha
Hee TOYTH CO CTPAXOM.

N B st0oT Mur Top KOCHyncsS ee pykH. DTO IPUKOCHOBEHHE ObUIO KpacHOPEUUBEE JHOOBIX
CJIOB, ¥ DJHCCE MT0KA3aJ0Ch, YTO HA HEE JOXHYIIO KapoM.

— Dnucca, — tenepb Top rOBOPUII OU€Hb THXO, — JlaypuH HUKOTO TeOe He HalloMUHAeT?

CrnoBa 3acTpsuid y HEE B ropJie.

—CMero M s 3aMeTHTh... — KOpOJeBa chenaja Haa coboi ycuiue, — uro Jlaypun
HaIlOMUHAET. .. MCHS?

W ona HakOHE-TO OCMOTpENa B HEBEPOSITHO TOTyObIE Ii1a3a.

A TIOTOM MPOU3OILIO TO, YETO MPOU30UTH HE MOTI0. Top 00HsT ee u mprwkan K rpyau. Kak
oHa 370 jonyctuna? Kak oHa mo3Bosmia Takyro OEClIEpeMOHHOCTb YE€IOBEKY, KOTOPbIN JOCTOUH
JUIIb Ipe3peHus U HeHaBucTU? Ho Korna 3ToT 4enoBek MOLENIoBajl ee MpsMO B MakylIKy, DJucca
MIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK cJI1a0CIOT KOJICHHU. .. U MTOHSIA, YTO CUACTIIUBA.

— OHa MOeT OBITh ITOXO0’Ka TOJILKO Ha TeOs, JTI000BbL MOs. OTO TBOSA JA04Yb... HaIIa J04Yb. A
I'mpneon — Hamt ChIH.

Bor u Bce. CkazaHo.

Kazanocs, B komHaTe 3amep3 Bo3ayx. KoposieBa mpuoTKpbLIa pOT, TOTOM CHOBA CXKajia T'yObl,
CIIOBHO HE eJajia BbIIIYCKaTh CJIOBA, U PacTEpSHHO CMOTpesia TO Ha J04Yb, TO Ha chiHAa. Ho oHHM
TOKE HE 3HAJIM, YTO JeJaTh U U4TO cKa3aTh. MOXKeET ObITh, OTELl. ..

Tuxuii cTyK B IBE€pb BbIBEN DJHMCCY U3 OLIETIEHEHUs. Top 3aMeTHII, KaK OHA IPOBOJAMUT OJTHOM
pyKoO#i 1o Oenpy, CIIOBHO ONpaBJisis IIaThe, a Jpyroi npukpbiBaeT poT. IloTom 3akphiia riasza, u ee
JIMLO CTaJIO IOYTH HEECTECTBEHHO CIIOKOMHBIM. TO k€ camoe OH BHJEN B JIEHb CBOEH Ka3HU. /la,
OHa MEepeKnsIa ero CMEPTh — 3HAYUT, NIEPEKUBET U BockpeceHue. OHa Takas cMenasi U CUjIbHasl.

He rnsng vy Ha Koro, Dnucca MoJtya MoJoUuIa K IBEPU U BILYCTUJIA CITYXKAHKY.

— Xusee, Hemuu, — nporosopuiia ona. — [loctaBs mogHOC Ha TOT CTOJIMK. S Bce caenaro cama.

JleBylika MOBMHOBAJIACh U IOCIENIHO MOKUHYJA MOKOU, 3a0BbIB HANOCIEIOK HMOKJIOHUTHCS.
Bnpouem, Dnucca kak OyATo HE 3ameTHiia 3Toi omnomHocTi. OHa CHOBA MOBEPHYJACh K CBOUM
rOCTSIM U CIUIENIA MaJIbIbl — UX JIBUYKEHUS MOTJIM BbIJATh €€ BOJIHEHUE.

— Kak 310 Bo3mMoxHO, Top? — 0ueHb CIIOKOWHO cripocuia oHa. — Eciu s poawia 3Tux neteit B
Ceparie JlecoB, oHU JOJKHBI OBITH TOPA3/I0 MJIAJIIIE.

— Tl no3BoJMIIL HaM MpHcecTh? — OCTOPOXKHO HanoMHUI Top. — IIyTb ObLT HEOIU3KUM.

— Koneuno, — Ommcca mnokayana rosoBoil. — [Ipocture. JlaypuH, MOXeT ObITb, TbI
nomosxetb? Cuenail 00JHKEHUE, pa3ieil BUHO.

JleBouka B370XHYNa ¢ obneryeHueM. HakoHeU-TO MOXXHO XOTh 4eM-TO 3aHATh pyku! Eire
HEMHOTO — ¥ OHa ObI IPOCTO B30PBAJIaCh U BCE UCIOPTHIIA, BOIPEKH MpU3bIBaM [ neoHa, KOTOphIe
TO U JIeJI0 3By4YajH y Hee B rojose. JlaypuH KuBHYyJa, yIbIOHY/Iach — MpaB/ia, yapl0Ka MOJIydniIach
HEMHOTO HaTSHYTOW, — M HampaBuiach K cTojiuky. KoposeBa mpucena y OKHa, JAep)Ka CIHUHY
HEECTECTBEHHO IPSIMO.



— A Temnepsb pacckasblBaii, — CypoBO IPOU3HECIIA OHA, TOCMOTpPEB Ha Topa.

[Toka Jlaypun HanoiHsu1a U pa3Hocuiia KyOoku, Top Hadan cBoOil pacckas. Diucce Mokas3aioch,
4TO €e cepJile ceiiuac pa3opBercs, U 60Jb, KOTOPYIO OHa Taujia B HEM BCE TH I'0JIbl, pa30JIbeTcs 110
KUiIaM, CIOBHO sii. Crne3bl XJIBIHYIM HEyAepKUMbIM MOoTOKOM. Bo mmsa Csera! Ona naxe He
10103peBaja, YTo IPOU3O0IILIO cpa3y MOCIE POKIACHUS ee JeTei!

I'unieon Oouible HE MOT Ha 3TO cMOTpeTh. OH BCKOYMII, IPEBO3MOTasi pOOOCTh, CEJl PSIIOM C
KopoJsieBoi TammuHopa M Ckall €€ B OOBATHAX. JTO OblIa ero maTh. M OHa orutakuBaja ChIHA,
KOTOPOT'O CUMTAJIa MEPTBBIM, U J104b, O KOTOPOH y3HaJa JIUIIb cerlyac.

Topy Opu10 HeE serye. 3amuHasCh, OH pacckKa3blBall 000 BCeX yXKacaxX, KOTOpbIE MPHUIILIOCH
nepexxutb. O TOM, Kak MCKall ee — JMILb Ui TOro, yToObl yBUAETh B janax ['ora. OH yxe Hayan
paccka3z O CBOEH Ka3HH, KOI'Jla OCEKCS M IOHsUI, 4TO He MOxeT rosoputh. K cuacteio, Jlaypun
MOCIHelna yCIIOKOUTh OTLA.

[Tox xonen Top nmocBaTUn Dnuccy B CEKpeT NepeMenIeHUs AyILL.

— SITonpKO cerofHsl HOYBIO JAoTrajaiach, 4To B Teje Mepkyna Obut Thl BepHo? — mpormenTana
Onucca. OHa TO U JI€JI0 IIMbITajla HOCOM M YK€ 3Hajla, UTO rja3a MoKpacHelu oT cies. [a, xoporio,
YTO €€ HUKTO HE BUJIUT!

— S1... mpocto He 3Haj, uTo Tebe cka3zaTh. BOKpyr ObLIO CTOJIBEKO HAPOMY. ..

Dnucca KuBHYJA. JTO ObliIa HE caMas 0oJIbIIast U3 €€ MOTEPb.

— IIponomxaii, Top.

N Top pacckazan. On pacckazan, kak Cepame JlecoB BepHYNIO €ro K >KM3HH, KaK OHH C
Knyrom neramu B Kapanyn, utoObl BbiciaenuTs I'oTa, kak Kyt Obul moiiMaH, Kak eMy camMoOMy
npuIioch otnpaBuThest Ha Kumpec. O ToM, kak eMy ynanock oTbickaTth KityTa, Kak OH BEpHYJCS B
Cepnaue JlecoB u TaM BCTPETUIICS CO CBOUMU AeTbMU. VX neTbmu.

[Toka on roBopui1, Damcca MoJIya cujiena B 00bIThIX ChlHA. A KOTJia 3arOBOPUJIA. . .

— A T11e Bce 3T0 Bpemsi ObLIN BbI?

Ona He OXujaaja, YTO CMOXET TFOBOPUTHh TaK CIOKOMHO. JlaypuH MOHsADa, 4YTO BOIPOC
oOpalreH K Hel, ¥ TIoKaJia TICYaMH.

— Coppenb niepeHeciia Hac B APYyrou Mup, T/ae Bpems uaet oOvictpee. MHe oueHb Kajlb, HO HI
OJIMH U3 Hac He IOMHHUT, 4To TaM Obu10. Coppenb Npeaynpeskaaia, 4To Mbl Bee 3a0yaeM... Tak u
CIIY4HJIOCh.

Dnmcca rpycTHO MoKavajia roJ0BOM.

— Coppernb... 3HauuT, OHA IIepeHeca Bac. ..

— Cepaue JlecoB nomoriio eif, — nocrnemHo oobsicHun Top. — Jlerelt Hano ObLIO cHpsATaTh B
6e3omacHoM mecte, Dnucca. BcnoMuu, 4To TOr1a TBOPUIIOCH.

— S auuero He moMHO. [ToMHIO TOJIBKO, KaK MBI ¢ TOOO# Obutn cyacTiuBbl ¢ Cepaiie Jlecos.
A TOTOM — TBOKO Ka3Hb. MeXay HMUMHM — TyMaH... — OHa NOBEpHyJiach K ['maeony. — S Buaena
MepTBOro pedeHka. Takoro Kpoue4Horo. ..

—Ha camoMm gene Thl HUYEro He Bujena, JDiucca. Tebe BHYIIMIU, YTO Thl €r0 BUAMIIDL —
4yTOOBl THl MOBEpPHJIa B I'MOEIb CBOEro ChiHA... Tak ObUIO HYXKHO, YTOOBI 3amIMTUTH TeOs. Tak
ckasana Jluce.

— HenaBuxy sty Jluce, — uecTHO nmpu3Haiack oHa. MIHTepecHO, 4To ckas3asia Obl Dnucca, eciu
Obl y3Hasma, keM el mpuxomutcs Jluce? Top crtucHyn 3yObl. WM mpu stom XpanuTenbHULA
MIPOJIOJDKAET UTPATh UMH, KaK KyKJIaMH.

— I'me ceituac Coppenb? — BHE3AIMHO CIIPOCHIIAa DIMcCca.

Ee roctu cMyIlleHHO NeperisHyIuCh.

— Jlymaro, oHa MepTBa, — nporoopui Top. — Ilepen moei ka3Hpr0 MepKy1 rOBOpHIL, 4TO €ro
BpeMs npuiio. HaBepHo, ee Bpems Toxe.

Onuccy cHoBa oxBaruia nevanb. Eme ogHa cmepth. Enie oauH 10poroil 4yenoBek ymien u3
KHU3HU.

— MHoro y Tebs eme HoBocTel, Top?

— MHOro, HO ¢ OCTaJIbHBIMH MO>KHO HOJIOKJ1aTh. Teneps Thl 3HaEIIb, paJd Yero s MpHexall...
TaK YTO MHE opa.



[Topa? Oto eme mouemy?

— Her, — Bo3pasmiia ona. — S Tebe He mo3BoI0. Bl ocTaHeTech 3/€Ch, U MBI €IIe¢ HEMHOTO
MTOTOBOPHM. ..

Dnucca CHOBA TMoOKavasia royioBod. OHa CMOTpesia Ha CBOMX JIETEH, KOTOPBIC Y)KE€ BCTalH,
cobupasch mociuea0BaTh 3a OTIIOM, U HE BepHjIa CBOUM TJia3aM.

— Sl Tak pajna, 4To BHI...

Omna ne norosopmia. [lociennee c10BO MOTOHYIO B PHIIAHUSAX.

Top, Jlaypun u ['mmeon oOHsuM ee, 4TOOBI pa3NeNuTh C HEH medanb. Bcem wM J0BeNoCh
MOTEPATH CEMBIO.

YO6enuBIINCh, YTO MOKETaHMUSI MAaTepH BBINOJIHEHbI, JKUI Hackopo npoBepui noctel. OH
ObUT CIIMIIKOM B3BMHYEH, YTOOBI Cpa3y BO3BpAaIIaThCsli B MOKOM KOpOJIEBbl. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
Cakceny u CauieMEHTPO MOKHO ObUIO JIOBEPSITh: OHM HE IO3BOJSAT HUKOMY HPHUOIM3UTHCA K
Onucce ¢ HeAOOPHIMU HAMEPEHUSMU.

Tenepb MOXHO ObUIO 3aHATbCA OyMa)kKHON paOOTOMN: U3 OKPECTHOCTEH CTOJMIIBI OCTOSHHO
MPUXOAUIU BecTH. Moiioio# oduiiep Obul OT AylIU paj y3HaTh, YTO KOPOJb BEPHETCS B CTOJIUILY
3aBTpa, Kak U cobupaics. Tenepb HYX HO ObLIO JIMILIb HAIpaBUTh HECKOJIBKO BOMHOB U3 OTpsa
«lut» B CTOPOHY TOpOJIKA, PACIOJIOKEHHOTO0 HA PACCTOSIHUU JHEBHOTO nepexoaa oT Taina, yToOsl
BCTPETUTH KOpoJisi. JKWII ejBa ycnes MoAroTOBUTh MPHUKA3, KOTIa CHAPYKU MOCIIBIILIAJICS LIYM.

— [locmoTpu, uro Tam Takoe, bpoaiimi, — Opocun oH. BouH mMOKMHYN Kapayiky, HO BCKOpE
BEpHYJICS.

— Kakas-to crapymka, cynaps.

— Xopomio... Hakopmu ee moxnebkoit. U pacnopsiauck, 4T00bI KTO-HHOYIb MPOBOIUI €€ BO
¢dnurenas U yCTpOUII Ha HOUJIET.

— Ona TpedyeT, 9To0BI €€ BIyCTHIH, cyaapb. OHa X04eT BUACTh KOPOJIEBY.

JIxun 4yTh HE ynai co CTyJja.

— Kopouey?!

— Tak To4HO, cynapsb.

— TwI 3Haemb, 4To ceityac HOUb? CKaXXu ITOW CyMmacIlIeanien: MyCcTh UAET CBOCH TOpOro. A
YTPOM HPUXOJUT U MOMPOCUT KaK IMOJIOKEHO, YTOObI KopoJieBa ee npuHsia. M He oTBiekail MeHs
IO ITYCTSIKaM.

—Ho ona uyrp xwuBa, cynapb. boroch, oHa U JecsTu maroB npoiith He cmoxker. OHa...
3-3-3... OHa npeacraBuiack ObIBIICH HacTaBHULIEH Ee BemnyecTa.

— Knssnyce cBunabIMHE stitiiamu! — Beipyrancs Jxun. On Obu1 B30€IIeH He Ha mIyTKY. — Hukomy
HUYEro HeJb3sl MOPy4uTh... ['ne ona?

— V II1aBHBIX BOPOT, CyJaphb.

— Bouctuny, — npoOopMoTall MOMOIIHUK MpaiM-oduiiepa, maras B CTOPOHY JBOPLIOBBIX
BOpOT. — Eciu Xo4eb, 4ToObl 4TO-TO OBLIO CIEIAaHO JOJKHBIM 00pa3zoM, Jesail 3To caM.

VY riaBHBIX BOPOT M BIIpaBAy CTOsUIa CTapyllKa — MajeHbKas, [IOJIHOBaTasi ¥ Ha BHUJl OUYEHb
ciabas. J[Kuin He MOT OTHaenaTrbcsi OT CMYTHOTO YyBCTBA, YTO TE-TO €€ yXK€ BUJEIN, OJHAKO
pa3apa)k€HHO OTOTHAJI ATY MBICIIb.

— Ilocnymaiite, cynapsiHs. Bpems mos3aHee, yKe 3a NOJHOYb. Ee BEIMYECTBO CIMT... —
Koneuno, 310 ObLi1a JI0Kb, HO JIOKb Hen30exHasd. — Mbl He cTaHeM OyJIUTh KOPOJIEBY TOJIBKO IS
TOT0, 4TOOBI BBI € HEMl moroBopuiiu. Bel nonnmaere?

Crapymika npocyHyjia UIMHHBIA KOCTJISIBBIA Majel] CKBO3b JKEJIE3HYH PEIIETKY, CIOBHO
X0TeJa MPOTKHYTH oduiepa.

—OTO Thl YEro-To HE MOHUMAaellb, IOHOIIA, — Mpocunena oHa.— CKaXu KOpOJIeBE, 4TO
npuiia Coppenb. MeHst oHa mpuMeT B Jit000€ BpeMs JHs U HOYH.

— 1 He crany eil Hu4ero nepenaBarb. CTynmaiTe U MPUXOIUTE 3aBTPa C yTpa.

Jbxun paccBupenen. OH ObUT CHIT MO TOpJIO CErofHsIIHENH Houbto. Hekoropsle mroau
CUMTAIOT, YTO MX BBICOKOE IIOJIO)KEHHE M 3HATHOCTb IO3BOJISIOT IUIEBaTh Ha MOPSAKH,
YCTaHOBJIEHHBIE PaJid UX ke 0€30M1aCHOCTH.



Coppenb CIIOBHO HE CIIBIIIANA €T0.

— A Caxcen ®oxkc 3aech?

— Cakcen?!

Bot Tak HEOKHUTaHHOCTH!

— Ilocnymaiite, KTo BBl Takasi? — BbLAABHJ MOJIOJON oduuep, 3amo3gaio cooOpasuB, 4TO
HE3HAKOMKa Yyke mpexactaBmiack. OH oOepHyics. Ero BOWMHBI CTOSUIM TO3aM W CTapaTelIbHO
JeNaid BUJ, YTO JIOOYIOTCS HEOOM, CTEHAaMHU JBOPIA, CMOTPSAT HAa CTOPOIXKEBBIE OallHH... Kyaa
YrOJ/IHO, HO TOJILKO HE Ha CBOETO KOMaHIUPA.

Crapymika BEJIMKOIYIITHO TIPOMOJTIANIA.

JIKuim HeoJIro pa3MBIIULUT HaJl CBOUM MosioxeHueM. [loxoxke, on He cripaBiserca. OH HE B
COCTOSIHWM... WJIM HE B HacTpoeHMH... Ha camom nerme oH ObT M HE B HACTPOCHUH, U HE B
COCTOSIHHH C T€X MOP, KaK CEJI0 COJHIIE.

— Ilo30BH Kilyka, — ycTajio OpOCHJI I0HOIIA, 00palasch K 0OJHOMY U3 CTpaKHUKOB. — Celfuac
OH BO3JIe TMOoKoeB Ee BenmmyecTBa... — W J00aBWJI, CHOBAa TOBEPHYBIIHUCH K crapymke: — Ecim
CakceH mopydJuTcs 3a Bac, MOXKETE BOWUTH.

JleTn cunenu B najdbHEM YTy MPUEMHON DJIHMCCHI, JIAKOMIJIUCH CBIPOM, OpeXxamMu, PpyKTaMu,
HACBIIMTAHHBIMU IPSIMO Ha HOJHOC, U TUX0 OecenoBaiu. Camoe cTpaliHoe ObLIO 10331y, U TENeph
OHH 0’KUJIU U TTIOBECEIIEIH.

Jlaypun Obina notpsiceHa. Eif u B roJioBy He MOTJIO IPUWTH, YTO €€ MaTh TakKas IOHas, Takas
kpacuBasi! Ona nopkHa ObITH TOpasmo crapmie. [lpaBma, Dmmcca emie HM pa3y K HEW He
npuKocHynack. OHaKO BHYTPEHHEE YYBCTBO I10/ICKa3bIBaIO JIaypuH, 4TO MPUYMHON TOMY — CTpax.
Onucca OoUTCs MOaThCs YyBCTBaM. Bee TOJIKHBI BUIETh, YTO OHA COXPaHSET MPUCYTCTBUE AyXa,
4TO BCE MO-TIPEKHEMY B ee pykax. [Ipexnae Bcero, oHa — KopojeBa. ¥ HUX emie OyJeT J0CTaTOYHO
BpEMEHH, YTOObI y3HaTh ApYr Apyra noodnnxke. JlaypuH xjana 3TOro ¢ HETepneHUueM, HO ceilyac
IIPOCTO pajioBajach, s/, Kak OECeyIOT €€ pOAUTENH.

Ee poautenu cunenu y okna. LlITopbl OblN 3a1€pHYTHI, CKPBIBAsI UX OT YYXKUX TJ1a3.

Top nmepxan kyOOK B JaloHSIX, HE cMesl ¢ HUM paccraTbesi. OH OosUics, 4TO €ro pyka,
O0CBOOOJIMBILIUCH, TYT K€ IOCTApaeTcsi HaWTH JafoHb Onucchl. CnumkoM omacHo. Kak 310 HH
00JIbHO, HO MEXKTy HUMH — TIperpajia, OTHbIHE U HaBceraa. [Iperpana, ums koropou Jlopuc.

— [lonarato, s nomxkeH mo3apaBuTh TeOs, Jlucca... — mpobopmoTtan Top.— C yaadHbIM
3aMY>KECTBOM.

W nonyman, 4to ckazaji camyro OOJIbIIYIO TJIYIIOCTh B CBOEH KHU3HHU.

Dnuccy ToXe pa3pblBajy IPOTUBOPEUNBDIE JkeNaHus. Top ObLI psJIoM, HO OHA Jja’ke HE cMella
ero KocHyThcs. M oH Ha3Ban ee «Jluccay... OHa mpuKycuia 1eKy, 4ToObl CHOBA HE Pa3pblIaThCs.

— He nano, Top. 5l He MOTy OOBSCHUTS. ..

— TwI HEUETO HE MODKHA 00BsACHATH. [IpaBna. Twl BuAena, kak s ymep. S BooOIIe yAUBISIOCH,
YTO Thl TaK JOJro ocraBaiach ofHa. [loTeparb peOeHka, MOTEPATh MEHS, NOTEPATh BCEX HAC B
Cepare Jlecos... Haneroch, Thl C HUM CUaCTIUBA.

OH He nykaBWJI — MO KpailHeH Mepe, oueHb Ha 3To Hazjesuics. Kynma TpymHee ObLIO MPOCTO
CMOTpETh Ha DJIUCCY.

— CyactnuBa... — 3XOM OTKJIMKHYJIAch OHa M I03BOJWIA ce0e MaJeHbKYIO POCKOLIb —
IIOCMOTPETH B 3TH TJ1a3a, KOTOPbIE OHA TaK JaBHO JIFOOUJIA.

[To>xxanyi, Jiydine moroBOpUTh 0 4eM-HUOYAb ApyroM, nogyman Top. O 4em yroaHo, TOJbKO
HE O TOM, YTO CTOUT MEXJy HUMHU, Mel1asi OOHSTh €€, U pUXKaTh K cede.

— V¥V Hac uynecHble Aetu, Jnucca. CunbHble U cMmenble. Ob6a YyBcTByromue, UX J1ap O4YeHb
cuiieH — ocoOeHHo y ['uaeona. Mbl nojapuiiu MUpy IBYX YIMBUTEIbHBIX JIFOJIEH, 1aXKe €CIu. ..

OH He MOT IOTOBOPUTh, HO DJKcca MOCHEIINIa Ha BEIPYUKY.

—OHM U B camMOM J€Jie MPOCTO 4Yy/A0, — OHAa MOoMbITanach yiablOHYThCsA. — JKanb, 4TO OHHM
yBuAenu MeHs Takoil. Haneroch, HaM yaacTcs MO3HaKOMHUTbCS HoOmke. MoeT, 3aaepKuUTech
3/1eCh XOTS ObI HEHA10JIT0?

— WM crout ocrathcs, HO 1 HE Aymaro, YTO KOPOJb MPUMET MEHS C pPacHpoCTepThIMU



0OBATHSIMU.

CHoBa xopoisis. Hu ciioBa o kopouste. Dmmcca MmoHsuia, 9To JaKe HE 3alyMbIBaJach O TOM, 4TO
nouyBcTByeT Jlopuc, korma 060 BceM y3HaeT. [louemy-To €il ka3anoch, YTO 3TO CIYIUTCS OUYCHb U
OuYeHb HecKopo. UyBcTBa 3axJIeCThIBAIIM €€, OHa ObLIa Kak BO CHE.

— Pacckaxu mue npo Jxxuna, — morpocun Top.

— 51 yceIHOBMIIA €r0 HECKOJIbKO JeT Hazaj. OIHaXIpl YTPOM CTPKHUKM HAIUIA TIepen
JBOPIIOBBIMH BOPOTaMH MaJIbuMKa, MPUBSI3aHHOTO K pemeTke... HecuacTHbIN 0€310MHBII peOeHOK.
Haiipun crano ero xans...

Onucca 3ameTuna, kak Top yneioHyscs. OH Toxke MOMHMII, 4To Halipus xanena Takux AeTei.

— OHa nopy4nia MHE 3a00THTECSI O MabuuKe. TOJBKO MPEACTaBh: COBCEM MAIIBIII, CHPOTA. . .
Emy Oblia Hy)kHa MaTh. A s TaK U HE OTPAaBWIIACH OT TIOTEPh, 1 MHE CaMOW Hy)Ha Oblia momorib. 1
OH ctas nepBbiM MouM crniacutenem. On, Cakcen, CamiemenTpo, Halipusi... a motom u Jlopuc.

— OH Te0s1 O4YeHB JIIOOUT.

— Hla, Top. Ero BenuuecTBO 04€HHh CHIIBHO MEHS JIFOOUT.

— Her, s npo Ixuina.

—O... — OHa TaKk CMyTWJIaCh, YTO HE MOTJIA HAWTH CJIOB. — J... Ja, KOHEUHO. MBI ¢ [xuaom
KMBEM IyIia B Iymry. [IpocTto oH mociieHee BpeMsi caM HE CBOM — M3-3a TOTO, YTO Ha TPOILIBIHA
Bocemepuk st mumminack 9yBCTB. S BIPYT OYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO MHUP MPHUIIIET B IBH)KCHUE. . .

Top He BbIIEpkKa U B35U1 €€ 32 PYKY.

— S Toxe 310 mouyBcTBOBaN. U He Tosbko s1. [letn, Cakcen, ooutarenu Cepama Jlecos...

— 210 Opmnak? OH BeIpBaJICS Ha cCBOOOTY?

— la. OH npu3bIBaI MEHSL.

[TabIer DIUCCHI KPEMKO CXKAIU €T0 JaI0Hb.

— TwI BUEN €ro? — B TpEBOTE CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— MsI gaxxe nobecenoBanu. OH HaMepeH YHUUYTOXKUTh Hac. Beex.

— Bo ums Csera! — BeiioxHyna Onucca. — A TpueauHCTBO?

— 4 npusBan gereid B TamnuHop. MHe Ka3anoch, YTO 3TO MOMOXET PACKpbITh TallHy, Hal
pasrajakoil kotopoii Mbl ObeMcs. Ho g He nmpoaBuHYnca HU Ha war, Jiucca. S 6oroch 3a HuX. U 3a
Te0s1.

— Yt0 THI cOOMpaeibes enarb?

— IlepBBIM J€TIOM — BOT 4TO, — M OH KOCHYJICS ee Ji0a.

3eneHblil KaMeHb COCKOJIB3HYJ €My B PYKY. DIMcca U3yMJIICHHO BCKPHKHYIA... U BIIEPBBIC 32
MHOTO JIET YBHJIEJIa MUD... HACTOSIINM. TOp KOCHYJICS €e pa3yMa, M OHa CHOBa ycJblliaia y ceOs B
rOJIOBE €ro rojioc:

«A e1e BOT 4TO».

W oH HakpbLI ee TYObl CBOUMH.

Omna He conpoTuBisIiack, U Top nonenoan ee. O4eHb HEXKHO.

«S pmomxen OwbuT 3TO caenath. S moMKeH OBLI CKazaTh Tebe, YTO HUKOT/Aa HE IMepecTaBall
mo0uTh Te0s. S o060 Teds, U Mo3TOMY OTITyCKar. Sl 3Har, Kak TeOe HEJerKo, M MPHUIIEN CIoaa
HE JJIs TOro, YyTOOBI 3amyTarh Bce emle Oosiblie. MHE MpocTo Hago ObUIO MPEeAyNpeauTh TeOs U
CKa3aTh, YTO TeOe HUYETO HE TPO3HT, ITOKa 51 0O TyMBIBAIO CIICAYIOIIUH IIIary.

Onwucca codupanack OTBETUTh, KOT/Ia B IBEPh MocTydand, 1 CakceH, NOsSBUBIINCH HA MTOPOTE,
OOBSIBIII, 9TO HEOKHUIAHHOCTH HA 3Ty HOUB €IIe He 3aKOHYHJIHCh.

— Kak emie? — npoOopmoTaiia Dnucca, BBIX0s U3-3a 3aHaBecKU. — borock, Moe cep/iie 3Toro
He BbLAEPKHUT. .. [IpoxonuTe!

CanneMeHTpO pacnaxHys ABepb, 1 CaKCeH MOSIBHIICS CHOBA, HA ATOT pa3 — C OTPOMHOM Kyden
JIOXMOTBEB Ha pyKax.

[Torom kyda 3amieBenmiachk. Top, Dimcca, IETH — BCe CIOBHO NMPEBPATHIINCHh B CTaTyd. A
MIOTOM. ..

— Coppenb! — 3akpuyana Jlaypu.

N B rocTrHOM HAa4Yan0Ch CBETONPECTABJIEHUE.



NnaBa 35
OTKpoBeHue

CakceH omyCcTHJI CTapyIIKy Ha OrpoMHYI0 cody. Coppenb Jiekana ¢ 3aKpbITHIMU TJ1a3aMu U
TSDKEIIO JIBIIIaa.

Ona ymwupaert, norajgancs Top. Kaxnplil Bb1oX yHOCHII y Hee yacTully kKu3HH. Ho Moxer
ObITh... OH mportosikancs K code. CakceH u CamieMeHTPO, YyBCTBYs ceOs OECIOMOIIHBIMU U
0ecroJIe3HBIMH, TIOKUHYIIA TPUEMHYIO U BEPHYJINCH Ha CBOU TOCT.

Top nonoxwui n1agoHb e Ha 100, u L{Bera BHyTpHU sipko BenbixHyau. OH He ommnbes. Bpews,
orBesieHHOoe Coppenu B 3TOM MHpe, UcTekso. OH MoCcMOTpen Ha DIJMCCYy U TPYCTHO MOKayall
rojiioBoii. Eme Mur — u oH oTtomien Okl B CTOPOHY, HO CTapyIllka CXBaTHJIA €ro 3a pyKy. YynecHas
yIBIOKa BHE3AITHO OCBETHIIA €€ MOPIIUHKUCTOE JIUI0, M ATa YJIBIOKA MpeIHa3HAuaIach TOJIBKO eMy.
['yOBI cTapymiku mIeBeIbHYINCH, HO €ClIi OBl He TOHKHU CiIyX, Top HH 32 4TO ObI HE YCIBIIIAN, YTO
OHa TIIeITYeT.

— TpueauHcTBO yCcKOIB3aeT OT TeOs1?

OH KHUBHYIL

— Ono 65u3ko0, Mo Manpuuk. Um B Benmkowm Jlecy. Ceparnie JlecoB 3amuinaer cCBOUX.

Coppenb 3akpbuia riaza. Kaszamoch, oHa yke oThpaBuiiachk Ha BcTpeuy ¢ Ooramu. Bompeku
BceM ycunusM, JlaypuH pacruiakanach, U ['MIeOH CHOBa OOHSUT €€, TMBITasCh yTEHIUTh... XOTS
ropeBajl He MEHbIIIE.

—Omna eme xwuBa, — TUX0 ckazan Top. M He ommbcs: Tspkenbie Beku Coppenu CHOBa
IO THSUTHCH.

— I'ne Dnucca?

— 51 3necw, Coppenb, — KopoJieBa nojonuia K code, CKJIOHUIACh HaJl CTapYIIKOM U B3sja ee 3a
apyryro pyky. Ciessl TEKIH y Hee 10 MIeKaM — OKa3bIBAeTCs, OHA HE BCE BBIIUIAKaia 3a 3Ty HOYb.
Ocranocek eme HEMHOTO Clie3, YTOOBl TMPOJUTh UX HaJl JKEHIIMHOW, K KOTOpOW OHa ObUia Tak
MpUBsI3aHA.

— Ax, mos geBouka. Kakoii Tel cTana kpacaBuiieil. Jlai B3rsiHyTh Ha Tebst, — Coppernb n3gana
xpuruiblii cmemok. — Koponesa Tamnunopa... Kto 661 Mor nogymats?

— He Tpats cuibl, Coppens, — mpomrenTtaina Jnaucca. — MoxeT ObITh, T03BaTh JeKaps?

— Her, Mos xopomas. Jlyamuii nexkapp TaummHOpa 3/1€Ch, U OH YK€ HOHSJI, YTO MOS )KU3Hb
MOAXOUT K KOHIy. MHe mpocTo Hajao ObLIO yBHAETh TeOs B MocieaHuil pas. S BepHyna tede To,
YTO MPUHAUIEKUT TeOe 10 IpaBy. DTUX JeTeil OTHAIMN y TeOs, uToObl criactu. Criactu Te0s, criacTu
ux. MHe OYeHb HE XOTEJIIOCh TeOsS MOKHAATh, MOS JIEBOUYKA, HO 5 JOJDKHA ObLa 3alIUTHTH Bac,
MOTOMY YTO BalllM XU3HSIM HET IEeHbI. ThI mpomaenrs MeHs?

Dnucca HE MOTJia TOBOPUTH. TOp Mpmxand ee K cede — TOJBKO 3TO M Jaio €d Cuil, 4TOObI
KUBHYTH CKBO3b CJIE3HI.

— 3amoiuu, Coppensb, — npoJienerana ona. — [lobeperu ceods.

Coppenb 3akanuisyiack U CyIOpOXKHO B3foxHyna. Jlaypun otBena rinasa. OHa He Morua
CMOTpETh Ha €€ CTpaJaHus. DTO ee BHHA: OHa OpOCHIIa CTApYIIKY, TOCUYUTAB €€ MEPTBOM.

OpHako crapasi TpaBHUIA HE c1aBalach.

— Ho s momkHa roBopuTh, MOSI KOpoJieBa. Bpemenu maino. S moOpanacek croaa, IOTOMY 4TO
JOJDKHA CIENaTh elIe KOe-uTo, IPeX/Ie YeM MosI JIylia MOKHHET Teso. CaMoe BaKHOE U3 BCETO, UTO
MHE YTOTOBaHO.

Coppenb 3akpblia ri1as3a, cooupasch ¢ cuiiamu. Koria oHa cHOBa MojAHsIIa BEKH, €€ B30p yxkKe
MYTHEII, CIIOBHO CTapast JKEHIMHA y)Ke OTIPaBUIIaCh B CBOE TIOCIIETHEE CTPAHCTBHE.

— I'oBopu, Coppenb, — moadoapun Top u kuBHyn ['maeony. JlaypuH Hago ObLIO BBIBECTH U3
KOMHATBHI: JIEBOYKA CIIMIIKOM TSDKEJIO TIepekrUBaja TO, YTO MPOUCXOAMIIO B ATOM KOMHaTe. Malbunk
MOCIYIIHO OOHSUI CeCTpy M TOBEN K JBepH. JleTsM W BOpaBay CTOWIO IOJABIINIATH CBEXHM
BO3JIyXOM.

— MoO>HO BBINTH Ha yauIly? — MOCIbIIIANICS U3-3a ABepu rojoc ['uneona.

— M&1 ¢ Bamu, — oTkikHyIcs Cakcen. OH ObUT paj, YTO JJIsl HETO HAKOHEI-TO HAILIOCH JIEO.



CanneMeHTpO ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO COTJIACHIICS, M OHM BUETBEPOM OTIIPABIIIUCH B IPYTYIO YacTh OAlTHH,
Ha OaJIKOH, TJIe MOKHO OBLIO CTIOKOIHO TIOTOBOPHTE.

EnBa nBeps 3axmomnynach, Coppenbs cxBartmna Topa um Dnmccy 3a pPyKH, 3acTaBUB
CKJIOHUTBCSL.

— Cnymaiite MeHs BHUMAaTeNbHO, — Mpoxpunena oHa. — Ectb Tpetuil pebeHok... CpiH. OH
poAmIICS TIOCJE TOTO, Kak s oTociana ce0s mpoub, Top. OH ObUI OYEHb CITA0CHBKUM, €Ba JIBIIIAI.
Hapmyn Kopui otBeTrur Ha Moo MOJIb0y. OH B3su1 peOeHKa U 00€e1ai 0 HeM 1M03a00TUTHCS.

Ona cHOBa 3ajJpllIaa C TPYAOM, CHJIbI HOKHAaiau ee. Top u Dnucca ObUIM TaK MOTPSCEHBI,
YTO TMOTEPSUTH Jap PEYH... U He Cpasy 3aMeTWIIH, Kak ciaderor pyku Coppernu.

[lepBriM B ce6s npuien Top.

— I'me on, Coppens? I'e Ham coia?

— 51 He 3Haro, — Temepp oHa mienTtana yyTh ciabliHO. — Mmu B Cepaue JlecoB. Ero 3oByt
PyOum.

Omna ynbIOHYNach, B MOCIEIHUN pa3 B3AOXHYJA, U C THM B3JI0XOM €€ JIylla TUXO MOKUHYIIA
TeNoO.

— Coppenb! — 3akpuyana Dnucca. — Mot CbIH... MO CBIH!

Omna movyBcTBOBaNa, Kak 3eJieHh OKYTHIBACT €€, IPHBETCTBYET, 30BET B CBOE YOSKHIIIE, TSIHET
B IIyOUHY, Iie el y)Ke HUYTO He OyJeT yrpoKaTh — HU [edalib, HU 00JIb.

Ho Top ycTpemuiics ciemoM. Ero rosioc B €€ rojioBe 3By4asl MSTKO M HEKHO — OH 3HAJI, YTO
MIPUHYXICHUE JIUIIb 3aCTABUT €€ YITH TITy0xKe.

«He yxonu, Dnucca. He yberaii, nporury Te0s».

«Ham pebenok, Top... Ero 6pocwiu. OctaBuiy ymupath B JeCy. 3HAUUT, 51 BUJEIIa UMEHHO
ero!»

Omna Bce riryOke yxoauia B 3eJICHb.

«OH He noru6. On xuB. Cepaue JlecoB no3zadotuinock 0 HeM. bor jecoB He Jan eMy yMepeTh.
PyOun xuB. U mbl nomwkHel ero Haiitu. Henpemenno, moOumasi! Pa3Be 1o He nmonumaenib? bes
PyOuna net Tpueauncraay.

Onmcca TOMBITaNach OTTOJNKHYTH ero. Ilycte ocrtaBur ee B mokoe. Ilycte mepecraHer
pasroBapuBarth ¢ Heil. [lycts nake He mbeiTaetes. A Top Bce He caBasicsi, IpU3bIBall ee K Oophroe. ..
3auem? CerojiHsi OHA MpPHUHsUIA CIUIIKOM MHOIO yJIapoB, U 3TOT CTaj MOCJIEIHUM. 3€JIeHb MaHuIa
CBOCH 0E3MSTEKHOCTHIO, B KOTOPOH TaK XOPOIIO YKPBITHCS.

«TpuenuuctBo, Dnucca. [logymait! Oto Hamm nmeru... Tpoe Hamux gerei. ITo M e€CTh
TpuenunctBo! PyOun — tpetuii. He s 1 He Thl! MBI JOKHBI HATH €ro, TOKa e1e MO3/1HO».

«TpueauHcTBO?»

Onucca 3amepiia B HepemuTenbHocTH. OHa 9yBCTBOBAsA, Kak Top TSAHET €€ U3 3eIeHH.

«a. I'mneon, Jlaypun, PyOun... Tel Hy’)KHAa CBOMM JI€TAM, DIHCCA».

Oma Bce ellle He MOTJIa PELIUThCS.

«Thl Hy’)KHa MHE, DIUccay.

HeuspectHo moueMy, HO UMEHHO 3TO €l U HYKHO ObUIO yciblmaTh. [lokuHyB 3eneHn, oHa
nocrnenoBana 3a Topom — 0OpaTHO B KOMHATY, T/ie OHH cujenu, rae Copperns aepikaia X 3a pyKH.
Tomnbko Coppenu 60b11e HE ObUT0. OHA TPEBPATHIIACH B IIBLIT.

Top mocmoTpen Ha Dnuccy, ero roayoble Ii1a3a ropeid OT BOJTHEHUS.

«Mp1 Hatu TprenHCTBOY», — MpOLIENTall OH, U DJMcca yiablIOHYIach.

«U cebst Toxe», — OTBETHIIA OHA. .. U CamMa UCITyTajach CBOMX CIIOB.

BrIcoko B KpoHax JiepeBbeB pa3aaics MoOeaHbIH KITMY COKOJIA.

N Cepnrie Jlecos, ycipliiiaB €ro CKBO3b HOUb, BO3JIMKOBAJIO.



